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Middleburg Town 
Council celebrated 
the beginning of the 
holiday season with 

good news for hard-pressed lo-
cal taxpayers, businesspeople, 
and charities.

FY 2009 Audit 

Council commended Town 
Administrator Jerry Schiro for 
his tight management of Town 
expenses after reviewing Jeff 
Mitchell and Sandy Tondreau’s 
presentation of Mitchell & 
Company’s annual independent 
audit of the Town’s books for 
fiscal year 2009.

With assets valued at 
roughly $9.3 million and li-
abilities totaling $3.8 million, 
Mitchell reported that the Town 
was “in a strong financial posi-
tion.”

Mitchell noted that “…this 
was not the case three or four 
years ago.”  While noting the 
large contributions of the Sala-
mander development project 
to the town’s coffers, Mitchell 
pointed out that “it took a lot of 
work to get to this point.”

Schiro noted that the cost-
control and oversight improve-
ments were “due to the efforts 
of the entire staff.” 

Among the Town’s assets:  
Cash investments of more than 

$980,000; a Water Fund with 
$630,000 in cash on hand; $1.9 
million in cash on hand.

Tax, fee, and license rev-
enues for 2010, however, are 
down, and cost-control efforts 
continue. Three surplus vehi-
cles, including a police cruiser, 
have been sold.

Health Center
 “Profits” Distributed

The Town’s “Health Cen-
ter” is, in fact, not a health cen-
ter at all, but the building that 
houses the town’s police depart-
ment and several other rent-pay-
ing tenants.

Run by a “Health Center 
Advisory Board,” chaired by 
Vice-Mayor Darlene Kirk, the 
building generated an operating 
surplus large enough to allow 
$30,000 in grants to local com-
munity service organizations.

At November’s regular 
Council meeting, Vice-Mayor 
Kirk presented letters of grati-
tude from all the organizations 
receiving funds.

George Lengauer of Seven 
Loaves (which provides food 
to needy families) and Martha 
Cotter, of FISH (which, among 
other things, provides transpor-
tation services for those other-
wise unable to travel to local 
medical facilities), appeared 
personally at the session to ex-

Piedmont Community 
Foundation Celebrates 
10 Years 

On November 18, 
Piedmont Commu-
nity Foundation (PCF) 
hosted a public open 

house at the Middleburg Com-
munity Center to celebrate ten 
years of work in building a base 
for providing charitable resourc-
es permanently to the Piedmont 
region.

  PCF President, Brad Da-
vis, said, “Since its inception PCF 
has made over $ 800,000 in dis-
tributions to service needs of the 
community and PCF expects that 
number to grow exponentially 
with the passage of time. More 
than 100 local grants have been 
made to date.”

There is perhaps one com-
mon denominator which helps to 
motivate those who  support and 
make a gift to PCF. It is love of 
place and the com-
munity in which we 
live. Through PCF 
we are able to con-
nect with that place 
and with the people 

who make up that community.
 The Council on Foun-

dations has expressed it well;  
“ community foundations go 
beyond simply making grants 
that advance charitable activi-
ties. They also identify current 
and emerging issues, channel 
resources to address their com-
munities’ needs, and help their 
regions prepare for the future.” 
Nationally community founda-
tions serve tens of thousands of 
donors, administer over $ 40 bil-
lion in charitable funds, and ad-
dress the core concerns of some 
700 communities and regions.

 The event was sponsored 
by Middleburg Bank. More in-
formation is available through 
Executive Director Karen Krei,  
at info@piedmontcf.org  of call 
540-687-5223.

Continued Page  5
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Vir-
ginia’s policy for achieving equal housing opportu-
nity throughout the Commonwealth. We encourage 
and support advertising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to obtain housing be-
cause of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is subject to 
Virginia’s fair housing law which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status, handicap or inten-
tion to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly accept 
advertising for real estate that violates the fair 
housing law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on equal opportunity basis. For more informa-
tion or to file a housing complaint call the Virginia 
Fair Housing office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free 
call (888) 551-3247. For the hearing impaired call 
(804) 367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virgin-
ia.gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org

 Every birth is a unique journey.

Get an experienced guide.
After nine months of waiting, and wondering, 
we think you deserve a hospital that 
understands. For years, Inova Loudoun 
Hospital has offered free personalized 
consultations to answer questions, address 
concerns and help you achieve the birth 
experience you’re hoping for.  We have a 
commitment to support your decisions with 
an extra level of sensitive care that keeps you 
informed and in control throughout labor 
and delivery.

Cindy, our birth navigator, is a registered nurse 
and mother of two with more than 25 years 
of specialized labor-and-delivery and mother-
baby care expertise. She is here for you, 
whether you’re just thinking about starting a 
family or ready to start packing your bag.

There is no need to wait nine months to 
share your hopes and dreams! Contact 
Cindy at 703-858-8936 or visit us online at 
inova.org/ilhguide today.

 Inova Health System is a not-for-profit healthcare system.

Cover Photo
by Dee Dee Hubbard Millicent West, a 

long-time native 
of Middleburg and 
Upperville, Virginia, 

died at her home in Upperville, 
on November 9. She was, from 
1974 to 2009 a Director of the 
Middleburg National Bank, for 
which she received a special 
award for her service in April of 
this year. (During her tenure, the 
bank assets grew from $3 million 
to $985 million.)

 She was a Vice President 
of the  Garden Club of America 
and the Garden Club of Virgin-
ia  and was known throughout  
Virginia for her volunteer work, 
having shared her time, talents 
and enthusiasm with organiza-
tions across the region, including 
the Democratic Party of Virgin-
ia, The Hill School, Middleburg, 

The Health Center, Middleburg, 
and Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Upperville, of which she was a 
member.

Joseph Boling, CEO 
and Chairman of the Board, 
Middleburg Financial Corpora-
tion, in his presentation of an 
award for her service said: “She 
was an engaging ambassador the 
for the bank and has never met a 
stranger.”

Mrs. West was born in Lin-
den, Virginia on April 14, 1921.

She grew up in Alexandria, 
Virginia where she graduated 
from George Washington High 
School, and attended Catholic 
University in Washington, D.C.  
She received her nursing degree 
in 1939 from Garfield Hospital in 
Washington, D.C. in 1939.

Mrs. West was predeceased 

by her husband, Washington 
businessman (and President 
of Middleburg Bank), Donald  
MacKenzie, in 1974, and Wil-
liam H. West, Jr, whom she later 
married, in 1986.

Mrs. West is survived by 
two sons, Ross MacKenzie of 
Los Angeles, California, and 
Doug MacKenzie of Upperville, 
Virginia, and four stepchildren: 
Gail Rogers of Winchester, Vir-

ginia,  Nicola Shugars of Char-
lotte, North Carolina, and Karen 
West and Cathy Thomas, of Or-
lando, Florida.  Her stepson, 
Bruce MacKenzie, also prede-
ceased her.

Mrs. West will be buried in 
a private ceremony.  The family 
requests that, in lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to: the 
Marshall Rescue Squad, Mar-
shall, Virginia.

Millicent West
Upperville, VA

Foxcroft Pony Club- at Foxcroft School grounds, (circa 1950’s)

Nestled in the rolling hills of Virginia halfway between the villages of Middleburg and Upperville lies Patrickswell. This 585 acre
horse farm with breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains is centered in arguably the best fox hunting area in the world.

Patrickswell was built in 1984 and originally consisted of 213.82 acres. In the late 80’s the 348.2 acre Arlington farm was purchased
along with several other adjoining parcels. The original farm consisting of the 213.82 acres is in scenic easement. The balance of
the farm is unencumbered by easements. The entire property is in land use.

Patrickswell’s main residence has four bedrooms with four full and two half baths
and a studio apartment on the lower level for staff or guests. There is a lovely pool
and tennis court amid the gardens in the rear of the house. Just a short walk down
the driveway is a custom 20 stall center-aisle horse barn with an office, tack room,
and 2 wash stalls. All of this is encircled by a 1/16th of a mile indoor track that
doubles as 4 turn-out paddocks in inclement weather. There is a 2 bedroom guest
house and an equipment shed in the barn area. On the adjoining 371 acres there
are three tenant houses, four barns and numerous outbuildings.

Patrickswell is located a mere 47 miles west of the Nation’s Capitol, 27 miles west
of Dulles International Airport, and within 30 miles of three regional airports
capable of accommodating your private aircraft.

This property offers convenient access to the cosmopolitan amenities of city life
here and throughout the world. $18,500,000.

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

PATRICKSWELL
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA
PATRICKSWELL
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA

News of Note

On December 6th, just in 
time for the holidays, 
the Waterford Concert 
Series will host a spe-

cial performance at the Sheila 
C. Johnson Performing Arts 
Center at The Hill School. The 
featured artists, Myriam Avalos 
Teie and Rosanne Conway, will 

play together on a single grand 
piano, a style known as piano 
for four hands. 

The celebrated duo will 
perform a holiday medley com-
bining traditional Christmas 
carols with selections from Bi-
zet, Listz, Vaughn Williams and 
Tchaikovsky. Both pianists are 

known for their sparkling ren-
ditions and breathtaking perfor-
mances.

 The concert is being held 
as a fundraiser to benefit the 
rebuilding of the Waterford 
Old School auditorium, which 
burned to the ground in Janu-
ary 2007. The auditorium, built 

in 1931, was the venue for the 
Waterford Concert series. 

Concert tickets are $75 
and can be purchased by tele-
phone (540-882-3018) or online 
(www.water fordfoundat ion .
org). Fifty dollars of the pur-
chase price is tax-deductible  

Waterford Concert Series Come to Middleburg
Holiday concert features “piano for four hands”
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Daniel Morrow

Mort Künstler, born just 
sixty-six years after the 
Civil War ended, is now 
78, and is arguably, a na-

tional treasure.
Though best known for his 

work on “The War,” Künstler is a 
living connection to that generation 
of artist-illustrators who, for many, 
defined their perceptions of the adult 
world of childhood, and beyond.

Künstler has often donated art 
for good causes, especially to pro-
mote historic preservation and dis-
cussions are currently underway with 
the Mosby Heritage Area Association 
to commission a series of his pieces.

The plan is to ask him to cap-
ture the rich history that took place in 
Northern Virginia geography with an 
emphasis on the light cavalry strug-
gles of the friends and foes of John 
Singleton Mosby between 1861 and 
1865.

The Boy from Brooklyn

Künstler was born in Brooklyn 
in 1931, and came of age during the 
Great Depression and Second World 
War.

He insists he was born with 
two talents, and art is the second he 
mentions.

“One was athletics, believe it 
or not. I was a very skilled athlete, 
though a little on the fragile side.”

A track star and a swimmer, at 
18, he took a fourth in the Penn Re-

lays 400-meter hurdles, threw cham-
pionship javelin, and was on the div-
ing team.

While a student athlete at 
Brooklyn College, he was awarded 
a basketball scholarship to UCLA. 
His dream was to play center field 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers. His old-
est friends, he says, are jocks: among 
them coaches and Olympic medal-
ists. And some of the first works of 
art he ever sold were diagrams of 
football and basketball plays, for a 
book by one of his coaches, and later 
for Scholastic’s Coach Magazine.

The Young Artist

“I guess I was born to be an art-
ist,” Künstler says now.

The combination of being a 
tough-minded, never-give-up, Brook-
lyn kid, with no fear, and a body that 
tended to break, meant that he wasn’t 
destined to challenge The Duke for 
his spot in center.

Very early he had shown a spe-
cial talent for art.  At age three he cop-
ied the work his older sister brought 
home from kindergarten. Happily, 
his parents encouraged him.

After Brooklyn College and 
UCLA Künstler studied at the Pratt 
Institute, and became a much sought 
after free-lance commercial artist.

“People think that I just paint 
the Civil War,” he said, “but I’ve 
painted, oh, four or five thousand 
pictures by now.”

In his early career he gave life 
to the covers and characters found in 

nearly all the country’s most impor-
tant, classic and beloved mid-twen-
tieth century print media: from The 
Saturday Evening Post, to True and 
Argosy; from Mad Magazine to the 
box tops for plastic models; from pulp 
novel covers to posters for blockbust-
er movies and hit TV shows.

As a recognized “collectable” 
artist, fans sought out his work on 
traditional themes from the Ameri-
can West.  It was great work, he said, 
but after a time, it became, somehow, 
repetitive.

“How many tired cowboys 
framed by a sunset can you paint?”

His first Civil War piece was a 
cover for True: a dead-tired rebel sol-
dier, from an unidentified unit, at an 
unknown time, taking a drink from 
his canteen.

The 1961-1965 centennial of 
the Civil War led to several commis-
sioned pieces, and a lifelong interest 
in The War.

Asked why, despite his “south 
Brooklyn” birth, so many of his 
paintings focus on the soldiers of the 
south, he thought a minute, and then 
mused, “Somehow, the paintings 
seem to mean more to Southerners. 
They still live among the battlefields. 
Family ties run deep and strong.”

While working on art for the 
movie, “Gods and Generals,” Kün-
stler says Robert Duvall (who played 
Robert E. Lee), expressed some sur-
prise that Künstler was born “a Yan-
kee.”

Laughing while he tells the 
story, Künstler says, “I told him I was 

born in SOUTH Brooklyn . . . though 
I went to Abraham Lincoln High 
School.”

For Künstler the real joy of 
painting lies in bringing to life, to the 
best of his ability, a story, a human 
experience, rooted in time and place, 
but rising above both.

Pulitzer Prize winning Princ-
eton Professor of American History 
James McPherson, arguably the dean 
of the nation’s chronicler’s of the 
Civil War, puts it this way:

“Of all the artists working in 
the Civil War field, none captures 
the human element, the aura of lead-
ership, the sense of being there and 
sharing in the drama, quite like Mort 
Künstler. He has that enviable talent 
of being able to re-create history on 
canvas and to translate events into 
art.”

Indeed, his very name means, 
“artist.”

On November 21, Künstler 
will be at the Warrenton Courthouse, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., signing books 
and prints of his latest painting The 
Gray Ghost,  depicting First Lieu-
tenant John S. Mosby.  For details, 
contact Mark Moore at Framecraft 
galley, 64 Main Street, in Warrenton, 
VA.  Telephone #540-341-0001.

An autographed and framed 
limited edition print of his painting of 
Jackson’s “Foot Cavalry,” Old Mill, 
Strasburg, VA, June 1, 1862, is cur-
rently being auctioned by the Mosby 
Heritage Area Association. Ticket 
sales end at Midnight, Dec. 3, 2009.

The drawing will take place 
Friday, Dec. 4, 200.    For details and 
to purchase tickets, please visit the 
Association’s web site:  www.mos-
byheritagearea.org.

News of Note
More than The War
An interview with Artist and Illustrator, Mort Künstler

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

$3120
(Originally $3895)

$1600
(Originally $1998)

$3680
(Originally $4600)

A Creek Runs Through Us
Chandler Van Voorhis

The waters of time twist, turn, 
and run through the soul of 
the land. From the hoofs of 
horses crossing a tributary 

during the Civil War to the pitter-pat-
ter of kids splashing on a hot summer 
day to the wading of the angler look-
ing for a smallmouth bass --- Goose 
Creek is a watershed that defines our 
heritage and shapes our land ethic.

The origin of Goose Creek is 
on top of the Blue Ridge at Manassas 
Gap. From there the river falls some 
600 feet during its first 10 miles be-
fore leveling out at Delaplane and 
heading northeast for 10 more miles 
where it crosses route 50 and contin-
ues to the western foot of the Catoctin 
Mountains. From there it heads north 
to meet up with The North Fork of 
Goose Creek and then turns east and 
joins Little River for 15 miles where 
it reaches its final destination --- the 
Potomac River.

Goose Creek meanders for 55 
miles through Fauquier and Loudoun 
counties, from the Blue Ridge to the 
Potomac River. The tributaries con-
nect to Goose Creek one by one in 
the following order: 

Mitchell’s Branch
Bolling Branch
Gap Run
Panther Skin Creek
Cromwell’s Run
Wancopin Creek
North Fork Goose Creek
	 • Jack’s Run
	 • Crooked Run
	 • Beaverdam Creek
Big Branch
Little River
Tan Branch

Black Branch
Beaver Dam Creek
Sycolin Creek
Tuscarora Creek
Cattail Branch

All told, Goose Creek and the 
tributaries total 417.5 miles in length. 
Since each mile has two banks, there 
is 835 miles of land touching Goose 
Creek watershed, creating a sense of 
place while providing a source to the 
web of life we call home.

The Loudoun County Sanita-
tion Authority (LCSA) provides wa-
ter and sewer to 175,000 residents of 
Eastern Loudoun.  Each day, LCSA 
distributes 19.9 million gallons of 
water to its customers. Two-thirds 
of the water supply comes from the 
Potomac, and one-third from Goose 
Creek. From the gurgle on top of 
the Blue Ridge to the faucet of the 
cities to the East, Goose Creek sup-
plies residents in Eastern Loudoun 
6.5 million gallons of water daily.  
As the great conservationist John 
Muir once wrote, “When we try to 
pick out anything by itself, we find 
it hitched to everything else in the 
Universe.” 

The hitching point is not just 
east and west, but past and pres-
ent. Acts of great stewardship to-
day ripple downstream tomorrow. 
We should never forget Stonewall 
Jackson’s final words ----- and re-
member to take time to “cross over 
the river, and rest under the shade of 
the trees.”

Chandler Van Voorhis is a 
board member of Goose Creek As-
sociation (www.goosecreekassn.org) 
and a member of the Outdoor Writ-
ers Association of America.

something?
a space to gather 

a resort-like outdoors

a gourmet kitchen

a luxurious master suite

a place just for kids

a personal touch

Is your dream home missing

our experts have the solution

Purchase Consultations Additions & Renovations Custom Homes Planning & Feasibility
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Goose Creek (Intermittent Stream)

Goose Creek (Perennial Stream)

Scenic River

Goose Creek Watersheds

Printed: Sep 22, 2008

Document: O:\project\wrmp\Surface_Water_Quality\Goose_Creek_Association\Goose_Creek_Sept_22_2008_Map01.mxd

Computer: DWARD-50987C Goose Creek Watershed Prepared by Loudoun County, Dept of Building & Development, Water Resources Team

Stream Loudoun Fauquier Total

Perennial 260.3 157.2 417.5

Intermittent 348.8 226.9 575.8

Stream data: High Resolution
USGS National Hydrology Data (NHD)

press their appreciation.  
The town administrator not-

ed that some $400,000 of Health 
Center money is currently held in 
the town’s cash accounts.  Some 
will be required for further reno-
vation and repair, including a 
solution to a persistent problem 
with mold in the below-grade-
level parts of the building.   The 
rest, Schiro suggested, should be 
taken out of the town’s general 
“sweep” account, and “put into a 
higher yielding investment.”

Support for Local Merchants

Council also continues to 
discuss measures to support local 
businesses during the ongoing re-
cession.  With the annual “Christ-
mas in Middleburg” parade and 
festivities set for December, 
Mayor Betsy Davis made a spe-
cial appeal to all the residents and 
friends of Middleburg to support 
our local shops, restaurants, inns 
and other businesses.

“Middleburg’s a special 
place,” she noted, “and the peo-
ple and businesses that make it 
special need us more than ever.”

High rents, many of them 
raised in anticipation of the now-
delayed opening of the Salaman-
der Inn remain a special concern.

At a late October work ses-
sion, Council briefly discussed 
supporting the establishment of a 
non-profit foundation, to buy and 
rent commercial property.

At their regular work ses-
sion Council unanimously ap-
proved moving forward on a 
request to make the volunteer 
“Farmers Market” and “Arts 
Council” committees, official 
town advisory committees.

 
Other News

With Mayor Betsy Allen 
Davis abstaining, Council ap-
proved the sale of an unused 40-
foot alley right of way, currently 
running through the “Fun Shop” 
property.  The property will be 
offered for sale after an inde-
pendent appraisal determines the 
current market value of the right-
of-way.

Council unanimously sup-
ported applying for a Virginia 
Energy Efficiency Block Grant, 
to support the replacement of 
some of the Town’s street lighting 
with more efficient, and less sky-
glare-producing LED fixtures.

The Town is still seeking 
contractors willing to remove 
snow from several parking lots 
and other areas not covered by 
Virginia DOT service.  Because 
the Town’s streets are “owned” 
and maintained by the state, the 
town’s snow removal needs are 
relatively small, thus making it 
sometimes difficult to find a con-
tractor willing to commit people 
and equipment to be “on call” for 
the town. 

Thanksgiving Comes 
Continued from Page 1
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News of Note

Bassett HoundAustralian Shepard Beagel Welsh Corgi Brittany Spaniel

Cavalier King CharlesBoxer Chihuahua English sSpinger Dachshund

Reynard the FoxEnglish Bull Dog Foxhound German Shorthair German Shepard

Golden RetrieverGreat Dane Jack Russell Terrier Norwich TerrierLabrador Retriever

Farm - Wild AnimalsMusical Instruments Ducks Reptiles-FishChickens

Betcha We Have Your Dog 
on a Mug!

150+ Breeds • Hand painted Stoneware 
Mugs, Christmas Ornaments, Card Holders & Key Rings

16 South Madison Street   Middleburg, Virginia 
540-687-5633

www.highcliffeclothiers.com  

Horses, Cows, Pigs, Birds, Cats, 
Wild Animals, Musical Instruments

and Reptiles also available!

Lo n g - t i m e 
Middleburg resi-
dent and Master of 
Foxhounds Joseph 

Keusch has joined the real 
estate firm of Sheridan-
MacMahon as a real estate 
agent.

“I’ve ridden across 
much of the Virginia hunt 
country for over twenty-
five years,” Keusch said. 
“While the face of local 
real estate has changed 
during that time, especially 
the view from the back of 
a horse, one thing has re-
mained constant: the Vir-
ginia hunt country is one of 
the most desirable places to 
live in the world. I look for-
ward to helping folks find 
their dream property in this 
special community.”

Keusch seeks to use 
his knowledge and love of 
horses and hunt country 
real estate along with his 
expertise in construction 
and craftsmanship to guide 
property buyers and sellers 
in achieving their goals. 
As a business owner, hunt 
master, community leader, 

and trainer of riders in Eu-
rope and across the USA, 
Keusch’s experience will 
be invaluable to those in-
terested in real estate in the 
Virginia countryside.

Keusch and his fam-
ily live in Middleburg with 
their horses, dogs, cat, and 
pet goats.  

Hunt Master Sets Sights 
on More than Foxes
Joseph Keusch Joins Sheridan-MacMahon Realtors

Don’t Make A Mistake And Buy Anything For Your Kitchen Or Bathroom
Until You Call GraniTech About Their Money Saving Makeover Sale!

Hurry! Call us at: 703 879-1130Hurry! Call us at: 703 573-5595

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
®GRANITECH

8210 Cinder Bed Road • Lorton, Virginia 22079

Mon., Tues, Wed. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Thur. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
(by appointment)  Sat. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Contractor Of 
The Year Award

GraniTech Provides You Unlimited Design Options, Endless Possibilities!GraniTech Provides You Unlimited Design Options, Endless Possibilities!

Contractor Of 
The Year Award

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

A 
Rolex

Christmas

The
Presidential

with
Alligator Strap

$6200
(Originally $24000)

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

B OWA Builders 
( w w w. b o w a . c o m ) 
recently ranked 
number one on RE-

MODELING magazine’s Re-
modeling 550 Full-Service 
Remodelers list with more 
than $26 million in revenue 
from 2008 residential remod-
eling projects. Bucking the 
economic downturn trend, 
the company estimates its to-
tal revenue will be over $36 
million in 2009.

“We at BOWA are hon-
ored by this achievement and 
are most pleased by what it 
means for our clients,” said 

BOWA Builders CEO Larry 
Weinberg. “Recognition such 
as this, combined with our 
20-year track record, means 
we can provide clients with 
the depth of resources, buy-
ing power and trade partner-
ships of a very large compa-
ny, but still  offer the positive 
experience, personal atten-
tion and long-term relation-
ships they desire thanks to 
our small, community-ori-
ented teams.”

The Remodeling 550 is 
REMODELING’s first list of 
home improvement compa-
nies since it published the Re-

modeling 1,000 in the 1990s. 
Determined by company rev-
enue, the list takes industry 
diversity into account by 
grouping the 550 companies 
into four major categories: 
full-service, replacement or 
specialty, insurance restora-
tion, and franchise. Data for 
the 550 is based on a survey 
jointly developed by RE-
MODELING, its sister pub-
lication REPLACEMENT 
CONTRACTOR, and Spec-
pan, an Indianapolis-based 
consultancy and business 
data collection provider.

BOWA Builders Ranks Number One 
on REMODELING magazine’s list

T he Ladies Board of 
Inova Loudoun Hos-
pital invites the com-
munity of

Loudoun to join in cel-
ebrating the annual Lights of 
Love tree-lighting ceremony 
on Sunday, December 6 at 
5:00 p.m. in the lobby atrium 
of the Lansdowne campus.

The Lights of Love tree 
will be lighted, refreshments 
served, and music provided.  
“We are delighted to again 
welcome the 4th and 5th 

grades of Hillside Elementa-
ry directed by Rachel Newell 
and Todd Grivetti,  and the 
music group, Twelve (for 12 
Wonderful, Energetic, Love-
able Vocal Entertainers) from 
Heritage High School  di-
rected by Nancy Riley”, said 
Becky Ottinger, chairman of 
the Lights of Love program.

“The Lights of Love is 
a year-round remembrance 
project that raises funds 
for nursing scholarships for 
those who live and/or work 

in Loudoun County”, said 
Joyce Biesecker, president of 
the Ladies Board.   “ In May 
2009, the Ladies Board grant-
ed 53 nursing scholarships 
for a total of $100,700.”

To place a light on the 
Lights of Love tree, donation 
forms can be found by going 
to the web site: www.Ladies-
Board.org and clicking on

Lights of Love.  For ad-
ditional information, please 
call 703-771-2985.

Lights of Love Tree 
Lighting Ceremony
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Editor’s Desk

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

SAT-MAN
COMMUNICATIONS

Experts in Small Business and  
Residential Satellite TV, Home Theater,               

C

Residential Satellite TV, Home Theater,               

Experts in Analog Over the Air
Reception Transfer to Digital TV

540-364-9005
DirecTV Sales & installations - High Speed Internet

Plasma TV Sales & Installation - Home Theater
HD Upgrades - Voice & Data Wiring

Commercial & Residential 
Locally Owned & Operated

Authorized Converter Box Coupons Accepted.
www.sat-man.com     satman@sat-man.com

Dec. 7th Deadline 
for Dec. 17th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

Gardens of
delight
End of Summer Sale!

25% Off! In Stock Perennials 

Everything
 you need

for Planting!
540-882-9113

Paeonian Springs, VA
(Located on Rt. 9 next to

Waterford Shell)
www.gardensdelight.net

Call for more info
about our Garden Services

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9-6
Sunday 10-5

Gorgeous Selection of 
Mums & Pansies

Great Falls Office Middleburg Office
9903 Georgetown Pike, #201 111 E Washington Street, #200
Great Falls, Virginia 22066 Middleburg, Virginia 20117
703.657.7610 703.657.7614
mstys@bluemontcapital.net bsharp@bluemontcapital.net

Global Insight
Strategic Allocation
Tactical Management

WHO IS MANAGING YOUR INVESTMENT RISK? IT’S ALWAYS THE RIGHT TIME FOR 
A HAPPY HEALTHY SMILE

for Adults and Teens

In her own words. . .
“Friendly, professional, knowledgable.”
“Process much easier than anticipated.”
“Completely satisfied with results.”
“Would recommend to friends.”
               Bryan Wright, Middleburg, VA

Schedule a complimentary 
initial exam

Visit the orthodontic office of
Alfred C. Griffin, Jr., ddS And JoSeph S. errerA, ddS

MIDDLEBURG
107 W. Federal St.

540-687-4000

WARRENTON
179 Broadview Ave.

540-347-1888
www.griffinorthodontics.com

State-of-the-Art Treatment in a Family-Friendly Environment

FREE In-Home Needs Assessment

Meeting the Needs of the Whole Person. . .Body, Mind, and Spirit.

Care Management
• Medical Advocacy
• Home Liason
• R.N. Coordinator

www.CleansingWater.com
30 Main Street, Suite 234 • Warrenton, VA 20186

(540) 341-0212 • (866) 294-4665 • Fax (540) 341-8477

By using architectural 
details, varying textures 
and colors, we can cre-
ate a space with warmth 
and character.

We see every project, no 
matter how big or small, 
as a lasting testimonial 
to the quality and crafts-
manship of our work.540.882.9655

www.walkerandclarke.com
Restorations    •    Additions    •    Repairs

New Construction    •    Renovations

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700
www.thebestmove.com

Tom Pratt

A short column this 
month as I am on my way 
to Bolivia with a delega-
tion that will meet with the 
Prime Minister and possibly 
with President Morales.  The 
focus of our conversations 
will be food production, 
from independent farmers 
to corporations.  We want 
to learn how Bolivian food 
production is influenced by 
the northern hemisphere.

 I will write about our 
findings and my travels 
when I return.

 So, this month, a short 
note once again about the 
health care issue facing the 
United States: 

We must be the laugh-
ingstock of the entire devel-
oped world.  Can you imag-
ine what they must think of 
the ridiculous goings on in 
Congress worrying about 
how to pay for health care 
for all of our citizens?

 How ludicrous that 

this country can spend hun-
dreds of billions of dollars 
on wars killing people and 
then cry and complain about 
how we will afford to save 
American citizens’ lives 
here at home by passing a 
health-care-for-all bill.

 This country is owned 
totally by the corporations 
especially the health insur-
ance industry, drug compa-
nies, banks, food producers 
and the lobbyists who repre-
sent them. 

 We will never have 

The Trail of Tiers 
Blue Notes

People Who Make a Difference 
Ring the Bell Ken Rietz

During the final days 
leading up to any election the 
rhetoric is heated.

This time, however, the 
Liberals really outdid them-
selves.

 Joe Biden branded 
Republicans “extremists.” 
James Carvell called Tea 
Party activists  “nut jobs.” 
The writer of  “Blue Notes”  
on this page compared Re-
publican voters and Tea Party 
activists to segregationist 
George Wallace voters and 
KKK supporters. Attempting 
to portray voters and activists 
as extremists, nuts and bigots 
is preposterous. 

Not only are these com-
ments misguided, they are 
neither accurate nor construc-
tive. They say more about 
the judgment and prejudice 
of the author than they say 
about Tea Party activists or 
the Republican Party. 

Recent polls tell the real 
story.  According to a new 
Frank Luntz survey, “72% 
of voters are mad as hell.”  
Another poll shows that over 
50% of Americans feel the 
country is now “headed in 

the wrong direction.”  Anoth-
er shows that 40% of voters 
call themselves “Conserva-
tive” while only 20% identify 
themselves as “Liberals.”

 Many thought the 2008 
election results spelled the 
end of the GOP Brand.

The liberal media trum-
peted its death as a national 
party and predicted it would 
be reduced to a regional par-
ty.

 But voters don’t vote 
for Brands. They vote for 
people. The Independents 
call the tune in most elections 
and they support people and 
policies, NOT parties.  That’s 
what happened in Virginia 
and New Jersey. Both Re-
publican candidates received 
more than 60% of the Inde-
pendent vote. In both cases, 
good candidates offering fis-
cal responsibility and real so-
lutions, beat bad candidates 
offering bigger government 
and weak leadership.

 In Virginia the victory 
was even more striking. Re-
publicans swept  ALL state-
wide offices for only the 
second time in history. They 
defeated six members of the 
House of  Delegates many of 

whom were Obama activists 
running on national issues 
such as Cap and Trade.

In 2010, more than 80 
Democrats in the House of 
Representatives will be run-
ning for re-election in dis-
tricts which went for Bush in 
2004 or McCain in 2008. 

The new Gallup Poll 
shows Republicans have 
made a big comeback in 
Congressional Districts with 
Independents favoring Re-
publican candidates by 4% in 
the generic ballot.

 The key for Republicans 
is not the Brand.  It is recruit-
ing good candidates like Bob 
Mc Donnell who the Rich-
mond Times Dispatch called 
a “sunny conservative.” 

The opportunity for the 
GOP is enormous.  Discussing 
the philosophical disagree-
ments within the Republican 
party, so promoted by the lib-
eral media, democrat pollster 
Pat Cadell said ”the civil war 
isn’t in the Republican party, 
it is between the people and 
the politicians.”

Ken Rietz lives in Delaplane 
VA.

Friends and residents of Middleburg 
can be thankful for many things, not least 
among them . . . the friends and residents 
of Middleburg.

 We’re a town of 600 . . . with what 
often seems to be ten times that number 
of volunteers.

 Because of them, the town works, 
and is a pleasure for all those who live, 
work and visit here. 

Last year, for the very first time, 
Manuel  Simpson led a local initiative 
to ring the Salvation Army Bell at the 
Middleburg Safeway.   The word went out 
that he needed volunteers to help keep the 
bell ringing all day. 

 Volunteers from every corner and 
walk of life came to help.  The final do-
nation total was amazing, allowing many 
children and families to enjoy a generous 
holiday spirit, but the volunteers enjoyed 

that spirit too.  Mothers and daughters, 
sisters and brothers, bankers and bakers, 
dogs and their masters….. all stood ring-
ing to remind us that giving is the best 
part of Christmas.  

 Our schools and libraries, food 
for the poor, affordable housing, his-
toric preservation, transport to doctor’s 
offices, scouts, veterans, Christmas in 
Middleburg, concerts, plays, economic 
development, guide services and even 
Town Council (whose monthly pay ap-
proximates the cost of a drive to DC and 
back) would simply not work without  . . 
. volunteers. 

If you want to meet Middleburg, 
and the people who love it ... stop by 
Crème de la Crème and volunteer to ring 
the bell.

 It’s a good thing to do.  It’s a better 
thing to be.

GOP Rebound
FROM BEYOND THE BELTWAY

Daniel Morrow
 
The county govern-

ment asked all our schools 
and libraries, and our police 
and fire departments, among 
others, to submit a three-tier 
plans for cutting people and 
services.

 Why?  Less revenue.
 Our local tax struc-

tures are still based on the 
notion that real property 
produces real income. 

 That might have been 
true in 1945, when most 

land in Loudoun belonged 
to farmers, and well over 
80% of jobs depended on 
agriculture.  Not now.

 Today, with the ex-
ception of businesses and 
the few remaining family 
farms, land and houses are 
expenses.

 Unless they’re rented 
out, or serve as collateral for 
loans (oops), or do double 
duty of some kind, houses 
and land rarely, if ever, 
“generate” cash.

 A local government 

overly dependent on real 
property taxes is hamstrung 
. . . and despite our relative 
prosperity in this time of na-
tional recession we are no 
exception. 

Here in Loudoun, our 
Schools and Libraries and 
Fire and Police services are 
already operating at bare-
bones levels.

 Residents have  liter-
ally wept at Library Board 
meetings  when it was 
feared that their community 
library and information cen-

ter might be closed, teachers 
lost, and fire and police ser-
vices curtailed.

 Our unemployment 
rate stands at around 5%:  
half the national average.  
It’s only a quarter of the rate 
for some southside and far 
western Virginia communi-
ties. 

 We can afford to sup-
port our schools and librar-
ies, our teachers, and our 
police and fire departments 
at last year’s levels.

 Please . . . urge your 

supervisor to do so.  It’s the 
safest, fairest, and best thing 
you can do for your family, 
your friends, and our future.

 
Rush to Judgement

We only have our-
selves to blame for the re-
cent Republican victory in 
Virginia.  By splitting our 
primary votes three ways 
we doomed ourselves to 
running a candidate with 
no real base of support, and 
suffering a sad and ignomin-

ious defeat.
Let us hope that our 

new Governor and his Attor-
ney General are indeed the 
pragmatic Republican mod-
erates we saw and heard on 
the campaign trail, and not 
the mean-spirited, irrational 
and cynical ideologues we 
saw and heard before they 
ran.

 We’ll judge them by 
their deeds.  Sadly, we’ve al-
ready been judged by ours.

Hypocrisy

Post-election Reflections 
Purple
Bruce Smart

 
The claim of “man-

date” by the winners seems 
a bit thin, since only 21% 
of the electorate voted for 
our new Governor (dis-
tressingly, 64% didn’t vote 
at all). Nevertheless, we 
congratulate Governor-
elect Bob McDonnell on 
his victory, earned by an 
organized and disciplined 
campaign, with positions 
well communicated. The 
question now becomes: 
what policies will he ad-
vance? Here Purple’s jury 
is still out. Will McDon-
nell work across the aisle 
to find consensus with 
moderates of both parties, 

as he has hinted, or will he 
take the election as a man-
date to pursue the right 
wing agenda of his Party’s 
“base,” as Republican 
leaders may insist.

The other day I re-
ceived a telephone call 
from a well-spoken wom-
an asking me to participate 
in a survey. I said “yes.” 
She then read me a Newt 
Gingrich diatribe accusing 
“liberals” in general and 
Speaker Pelosi in particu-
lar of deliberately trying to 
destroy the country. This 
reading was followed by 
a pitch for Gingrich’s new 
book. Angered by this non-
constructive approach, I 
blew up at her. She hung 

up. I quickly saw that I had 
now done my bit to divide 
the country, just as she was 
doing. The better course 
would have been to say, 
politely, “I don’t agree,” 
and explain why.

This experience ex-
plains why Bob McDon-
nell may have difficulty 
moving to the center; his 
Party leadership is still 
using fear and hate to ex-
cite voters and paralyze 
Washington, hoping that 
nothing constructive gets 
done, Obama gets blamed, 
and the Republicans, re-
sponsible for eight recent 
years creating the mess, 
sweep back into power in 
2010. Purple wishes Bob 

McDonnell well if he goes 
against this tide, and works 
for Virginia, rather than 
just his Party’s extremists. 
But it will be hard.

In addressing issues 
such as climate change he 
must put science ahead of 
ideology and wishful think-
ing. To untangle transpor-
tation he will need to call 
on experts to analyze the 
problems in detail, devel-
op engineering solutions, 
and find money - prob-
ably including higher taxes 
- to fund the needed im-
provements, just as Creigh 
Deeds proposed. And he 
must address education, 
where Virginia, like the 
rest of America, is jeopar-

dizing its future by cutting 
back support at all levels to 
avoid raising taxes.

None of the above 
should suggest that Purple 
is happy with the Demo-
crats. The Republicans are 
rightly concerned about 
the growing national debt, 
though not very specific 
about how to rein in its 
greatest component, ris-
ing health care costs. The 
Democrats, in urging uni-
versal health care coverage 
(a worthy goal), are by-
passing the need to change 
the current system, and 
its perverse incentives to 
spend too much, before ex-
panding it. Both sides talk 
past each other as they sat-

isfy their Party’s activists 
and the lobbyists on whom 
they depend for campaign 
contributions. The national 
interest is ignored.

That takes us back to 
our first paragraph. When 
64% of voters are unin-
volved, the selection of 
candidates, and thus pub-
lic policies, are left to the 
ideologues of each party. 
The resulting food fight be-
tween extremists is no way 
to govern. In this coming 
season of Advent we pray 
that Governor-elect Mc-
Donnell and our divided 
legislature can find a com-
mon star to guide Virginia. 
In that hope, we wish them 
well.

health care for all until they 
are all severely regulated 
and their monstrous prac-
tices curtailed.  

When I was in Iran 
two years ago the govern-
ment had just passed a bill 

that brought their nomadic 
people into the health sys-
tem.  We should be ashamed 
of ourselves.  A member of 
Bush’s “evil empire”  can 
cover all of it’s citizens, in-
cluding nomadic tribe peo-

ple,  and we can’t? 
 Call your represen-

tatives and tell them NO 
MORE pandering to cor-
porate interests.  Insist that 
they start representing the 
people of the United States!
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t h e
M i d d l e b u r g  c o m m u n i t y

c e n t e r

The Middleburg Community Center · 300 W. Washington St. Middleburg, VA 20117 · 540-687-6373
www.middleburgcommunitycenter.com

Col. John Zugschwert
Dr. and Mrs. Chip Stine

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Falkenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Jackson

Dr. Andrew Bishop
J.H. Eckert Electric

Middleburg Country Inn
Middleburg Eccentric
Middleburg Pharmacy

Middleburg Physical Therapy
Middleburg Printers

Middleburg Tack Exchange
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Fout
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kenney
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Snider

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Clites
Mr. and Mrs. Trowbridge Littleton

Mr. and Mrs. Vandrey

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Palmer
Mr. Jamie Pearson

Mr. John Kirk
Mr. Rick Conway
Mr. Scott Palmer
Mrs. Eura Lewis

Mrs. Magalen Bryant
Mrs. Nicole Perry & Mr. Andrew Stifler

Mrs. Sheri Conrad
Ms. Cindy Pearson

Ms. Jacqueline B. Mars
Ms. Jill Pearson
Ms. Katie Marr

Rappahannock National Bank
Red Fox Inn

Solstice Healing
The Upper Crust

Thomas & Talbot Real Estate

Middleburg Community Center wishes to thank all 
sponsors and volunteers who helped to make

“Hot Dog It’s Halloween” such a success.
The fun, laughter and conversation had by our great

community of friends shows what the Center stands for…
to be a gathering place to enrich the lives of people within.

8am-10am
Breakfast with Santa and Silent Auction 

The Middleburg Elementary School
10am-5pm

Middleburg Garden Club’s
Christmas Flower & Greens Show

10am-5pm
Craft Show at the CommunityCenter

11am
The Christmas Parade lead by the

 Middleburg Hunt. The sight is spectacular with 
approximately 100 riders and dozens of hounds

12:30am-3:30pm
Hayrides from the Pink Box

immediately following the parade.

Photo Credit Jay Hubbard,

Thank You to our Sponsors!

20850 Oatlands Plantation Lane
Leesburg, VA 20175

703.777.3174 / www.oatlands.org

A Place for all Seasons.

	November 23-December
30 highlights weddings
at Oatlands from 1893 to
today.

	10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
Sat; 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday.

	Adults $10; seniors $9;
Students $7; children 5
and under free

	House tours on the hour
Mon-Fri and on every half
hour Sat-Sun.

Fall Teas November,
Thurs-Sat
Holiday Teas December,
Thurs-Sun

	 Reservations required.
Call for availability.

Dramatic Reading A
Christmas Carol Dec 20-
22; 7 p.m.

	Ages 12 and up $15;
Children under 12 $5.

	December 1-23.
Small works show 
and sale. Carriage
House. Free
admission.

	Business meetings
	Company picnics
	Holiday Parties
	Weddings

Join the 

Friends of Oatlands. 

Visit 

www.oatlands.org

Decked out
gardens.

Unique gift 
shops.

Vintage wedding 
gowns.

The Middleburg Lions Club
Presents:

The Orange Sale!

Beginning
November 19
We will have

Oranges
Grapefruit
Tangelos

All Proceeds will go to local charity funds.
Please call Paul Eden with pre-orders 

at 1-540-522-9684,
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Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

Sterling Silver

Fairhaven
Bluemont, Virginia

Magnificent English Country house of cedar and 
stone, elegantly designed for comfort and privacy. 
Beautifully situated on 6 acres with sweeping views 
of the Shenandoah Valley, this distinguished property 
offers a European courtyard, vestibule, large foyer, 
spectacular living room and dining room, country 
kitchen, family room, library, pool room, 5 bedrooms, 
6.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, home office, separate apartment 
and a 4-bay garage. $1,695,000

Barbara Powell
540.554.2299 (h) · 540.303.2299 (c)
540.554.8600 (o)
18035 Raven Rocks Road
Bluemont, VA  20135 

Country Homes and Farms

Advertising Deadline
December 7th  

for 
December 17th  Issue

The 
Eccentric 

Sells!

540.687.3200
Full Online Version @ www.mbecc.com

Immediately available!! Magnificent country home on 5.5 acres. 
Horse Lovers Dream. Fully furnished with mature landscaping,swimming 

pool,and great views. Fox Country Special
Reduced to $1,350,000 

Also available smaller Equine Estate with new home on 2.5 acres 
$1,100,000

Call Eric @ 540-272-1813

For Sale By Owner. Save Money Buy Direct

MIDDLEBURG
APPLETON EQUINE ESTATES

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 1 PM TO 3 PM

Studio
Personalized Fitness

Now In    
Middleburg!

Opening  December 1st

Group Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio • Pilates • Studio Cycling • Yoga • Zumba

Customized Personal Training

Call Mabel for Class Schedule at 703.409.3882
All Classes are taught by Certified Instructors

22 East Washington Street 2nd Floor (Above Beyond The Pale)
Middleburg, VA 20117

Jewelry repair
by

a Master CraftsMan

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

$3600
(Originally

$4500)

Diamond Pendant
with Chain

$1800
(Originally

$2350)

$2240
(Originally

$2795)

$9920
(Originally

$12400)

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

JoAnn S. Dawson, Author 
of “Lucky Foot Stable” 
Books, to Speak  at 
National Sporting Library

JoAnn Dawson, a pop-
ular children’s au-
thor of the acclaimed 
Lucky Foot Stable 

series of equestrian books, 
will speak at the National 
Sporting Library on Sat-
urday, December 12, at 2 
p.m. The program is part 
of the Library’s Satur-
day Public Lecture Series, 
made possible by an anon-
ymous donor. Ms. Dawson 
will sign books following 
the program, and copies of 
her books will be available 
for sale.

The Lucky Foot Stable 
series, written for chil-
dren ages 8-12, follows 
the adventures of two best 
friends, Mary and Jody, as 
they care for their ponies, 
Lady and Gypsy. Dawson’s 
first book, Lady’s Big Sur-
prise, was released in 2003, 
followed by Star of Won-
der in March of 2005 and A 
Star Discovered, in March 
2006. The fourth book, 
Mary & Jody in the Mov-
ies was released in Fall of 
2008. All four of Ms. Daw-
son’s books have been fi-
nalists for national awards 
such as PMA’s Benjamin 
Franklin Awards, the Inde-
pendent Publishing Awards, 
and ForeWord Magazine’s 

Book of the Year Awards, 
and the Mom’s Choice 
Gold Award.

Ms. Dawson owns and 
operates Fairwinds Farm & 
Stables in North East, Md., 
with her husband Ted, of-
fering riding lessons, sum-
mer camp, trail rides, and 
a bed & breakfast. (www.
fairwindsstables.com). Her 
farm has been featured 
in the New York Times, 
Washington Post, and on 
Good Morning America. 
Ms. Dawson works as an 
animal wrangler for film 
and TV, and as a Screen 
Actors Guild member has 
held principal roles in The 
Sixth Sense, 12 Monkeys, 
and Oprah Winfrey’s Be-
loved. She also teaches 
Equine Science and Acting 
for Video Production at Ce-
cil College in North East.

Admission to the pro-
gram is free, but seating 
is limited, and children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. RSVP to Judy 
Sheehan at 540-687-6542 
x 10 and leave your name 
and number. The National 
Sporting Library is located 
at 102 The Plains Rd., in 
Middleburg, Va., and its 
website is www.nsl.org.

News of Note
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Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentistry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117

Office: (540) 687-5855
www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a deNtal CrowN?
Have It doNe IN oNe vIsIt!

Crowns and restorations

	 •	Computer	designed	made	in	our	office

• Completed in one visit

	 •	Unsurpassed	precision	in	a	totally	natural
   looking restoration

	 •	Tomorrow’s	technology	today.	

We	welcome	new	patients
                

Dec. 7th Deadline for Dec. 17th Issue

540.687.3200

The Eccentric 
Sells

Full Online Version @ www.mbecc.com

The Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund
Announces Its 

Breast Cancer Financial Grants for 2009
•  Loudoun Community Health Center, Leesburg $5,000

To increase the capability to refer uninsured/underinsured women and men for mammogram
screenings and breast cancer specialist treatments

•  Middleburg FISH $1,000
To expand the breast cancer prescription program for the uninsured/underinsured to The Plains, Marshall, and Leesburg

•  Fauquier Health Foundation, Warrenton $5,000
To help pay for the hospital’s first two digital mammography systems

•  Inova Loudoun Health System Foundation, Leesburg $2,500
To provide breast cancer screening for uninsured/underinsured women and men                                                

•  Breast Cancer Network of Strength $5,000
To conduct breast cancer education, screenings and mammograms for Latinos in Loudoun and Fauquier Counties

•  Blue Ridge Hospice $2,500
To provide hospice care for breast cancer patients

•  Goergetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center $5,000
To fund a research project on improving the outcomes for patients with metastatic breast cancer 

•  Fauquier Health Foundation, Warrenton $5,000
To provide breast cancer screening for uninsured/underinsured women and men

With so many families out of work and uninsured, please help us increase this funding by writing a check to 
“Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund/PCF” and sending it to us at Box 1051, Middleburg, VA 20118. 

Your contributions are tax deductible as charitable donations.
Cherryblossombreastcancerfund.org   •   703.447.2302

The Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund, part of the 501(C)3 Piedmont Community Foundation, Middleburg, VA

My Favorite Things are . . .
Spreading Good Cheer, Puppies and 
Hot Chocolate from Mello Out!
Santa Claus,  North Pole

P.S.
Mello Out has lots of Great Gift Ideas!

Check Out the Hand Blown Glass!
Pick up a Can of Black Truffle Almonds or
a Bottle of Artisan Olive Oil, Amazing
Artisan Cheeses
or just try any of their 
Unique Gourmet 
Gift Items. How 
about a Gift
Basket made to
order?

And of course, there 
are always the Marshmellos!
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

540/723-0585
www. .com

What Can We Do For You?

TVBA PArADe oF Homes Winner
2009 - New Home Construction: Estate Division & Realtor’s Choice

2008 - New Home Construction 
2007 -  Renovat ion

Karen Rexrode

Fall was particularly glorious 
this year. Long and without 
frost, gardeners everywhere 
were delighted. As December 

fast approaches the final clean-up is at 
hand, the garden is ready for its winter 
slumber. The sprawling stems of asters 
and chrysanthemums are finally cut 
back, some having shot out four feet, 
they lay heavy on anything that grows 
beneath. Very often the gardener finds 
some whimpering perennial buried, 
suffering from lack of light and the 
weight of heavy stems, death by suffo-
cation may take a couple of years, but 

in the end the more competitive plant 
wins. The sprawl was intentional, their 
motto “Spread and Conquer”. These 
plants are the competitors. Sharing 
the garden space with pioneers and 
stress-tolerators, their MO is to grow 
with large soft leaves, spread to gain 
ground and flower late in the year. 
Often the results are weighted stems 
that fall and subsequently gain more 
ground. This was no weak stemmed, 
inferior plant but a cold, calculating 
competitor. For the gardener and the 
editor, observation comes into play as 
the interface of one against another 
becomes the line in the sand. Do you 
manage the garden or leave it as live 
and let live?

Those heroic stress-tolerating 
plants are the tough leafed, evergreen, 
slow growing, early flowering peren-
nials that we worship. Of the three 
types of survival strategies - competi-
tor, stress-tolerator and pioneers, this 
group gives us the most satisfaction in 
the off seasons. The poster child for 
stress-tolerators are the helleborus. 

Flowering in the latter part of winter 
with evergreen leaves (that deer don’t 
eat), their health is paramount. In the 
long run, these stress-tolerators will 
be growing and flowering every win-
ter and early spring for many, many 
years. They will require far less main-
tenance and play well with each other 
(slow growth, not liable to out-com-
pete), unless, of course, a competitor 
has had its way with them.

Gardeners are not too different 
from one another. When asked, would 
you rather have flowers in February or 
November? We want it everyday, or 
so the majority claim. There are those 
few that live for their glory in May 
and June with iris or June and July 
with their daylilies. Good for them, on 
matters of survival there is clarity. For 
the rest of us, we must edit and prune 
for the health of all. It’s a mighty big 
job.

Competitors
The Plant Lady

Celebrate
the Holidays 

with
Middleburg’s
Shoppes of

Madison Street
Thomas & Talbot Real Estate 

Skandina

Wisdom Gallery

Highcliffe Clothiers

Alliloo Oriental Rugs

Bill Waller Framing

Middleburg Pharmacy

Nobel Nielsen Shoes

Lou Lou

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelery

Middleburg’s
Restaurants of
Federal Street

The French Hound

Mello Out

The Backstreet Cafe

Dale Schulz

H ow much do we re-
ally know about the 
food we buy at  our 
local supermarkets 

and serve to our families?  
If  you are l ike me, not very 
much.  

In Food, Inc. ,  f i lm-
maker Robert  Kramer pulls 
the curtains on our nation’s 
food industry,  exposing “Big 
Agriculture’s” highly mech-
anized underbelly that’s 
hidden from the American 
consumer with the assis-
tance of Federal  regulatory 
agencies,  such as the USDA 
and FDA.  Our nation’s food 
supply is now controlled by 
a handful of corporations 
that often put profit  head 
of consumer health,  the 
l ivelihood of the American 
farmer,  the safety of work-
ers and the environment.  
We are left  with widespread 
obesity,  particularly among 
children, and an epidemic 
level of diabetes among 
adults.   We have new strains 
of e coli  – the harmful bac-
teria that  cause i l lness for 
an estimated 73,000 Ameri-
can annually.   “The industry 
doesn’t  want you to know 
the truth about what you are 
eating- because if  you knew, 
you might not want to eat 
i t .”  So says,  Eric Schoss-
ler,  author of “Fast Food 
Nation: The Dark Side of 
the All-American Meal” and 
one of the fi lms principal 
talking heads.  

We learn that the coun-
try’s top four meatpackers 
control 80 percent of the 
beef market.   We hear that 
farmers are subsidized to 
overproduce corn,  which 
then goes into Coke, Sweet 

& Low, diapers,  Motrin,  and 
catt le feed.   We are told 
that the gut of a cow fed on 
corn breeds the deadliest 
strains of E. coli :  that  Mon-
santo Co. controls i ts  genet-
ically engineered soybeans: 
that  the Smithfield Hog Pro-
cess Plant,  just  off  RT 95 in 
North Carolina,  slaughters 
32,000 pigs per day.  Fifty 
years ago i t  took 70 days to 
raise a chicken to slaughter.  
Today it  takes only 48-days 
and the big-breasted poul-
try cannot support  their  own 
weight.

Featuring interviews 
with such experts as Eric 
Schlosser (Fast  Food Na-
t ion),  Michael Pollan (The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma) along 
with forward thinking social 
entrepreneurs l ike Stony-
field Farm’s Gary Hirsch-
berg,  Food, Inc reveals sur-
prising ,  and often shocking 
truths,  about what we eat, 
how’s i t  produced, who we 
have become as a nation and 
where we are going from 
here.      

The documentary moves 
briskly through its  impres-
sive array of talking points.  
Consider i t  a primer on a 
deadly serious issue that af-
fects all  of us,  several  t imes 
per day.  The message is that 
i t  is  up to us,  the consumer, 
to change things in the food 
industry.   Director Robert 
Kenner ’s documentary is 
powerful,  maybe even l ife-
changing, easily one of the 
most important of the recent 
spate of socially conscious 
documentaries.   Food, Inc 
is  available from Netfl ix or 
can be purchased from Ama-
zon for approximately $15.  
I  would be glad to lend you 
my copy.  Just  stop by my 
office in town.   

About the Author:  Dale 
Schulz is  the President of 
Schulz Homes, www.schul-
zhomes.com.  He has been 
building and renovating  
custom homes in the area 
for nearly a quarter century.   
He is also the President and 
Founder of  Virginia Renew-
able Energy, which retrofi ts 
new and existing homes with 
renewable energy systems, 
such as solar PV panel and 
wind turbines.   You contact 
him as well  as send your 
questions for future col-
umns to dale@schulzhomes.
com.   His phone number 
is  540.687.3367.  Schulz 
Homes off ice is   located on 
North Hamilton St.   

Food, Inc
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN VIRGINIA

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos

Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas dinners can be con-
siderable—and very 
tasty.  At the heart of 

every holiday meal is the custom 
that we indulge our appetite to the 
point where it hurts.  Overeating 
is generally the culprit that brings 
on indigestion and heartburn after 
these festive occasions.   Most of 
us are willing to put up with a bit 
of stomach discomfort for the sake 
of a special meal but what about 
when you have regular chest pain 
after meals?   What causes in-
digestion and heartburn besides 
overeating?

Indigestion is a feeling of 
fullness or discomfort during or 
after a meal. It can also cause a 
burning pain (heartburn) in the 
chest, known as acid reflux.  Acid 
reflux, or GERD (gastroesophoge-
al reflux disease) is caused by ac-
ids from the stomach that rise into 
the esophagus. Besides overeating, 
there are a number of associated 
diseases that can cause indigestion 
and GERD, for instance:  ulcers, 
irritable bowel syndrome, and thy-
roid disease.  Medications such as 
aspirin, estrogen, oral contracep-
tives, steroids and antibiotics may 
also be a cause.  Lifestyle issues 
like eating too much, eating too 
fast, eating high-fat foods, stress, 
alcohol, smoking and fatigue are 
also contributing factors.  Fre-
quent heartburn (more than twice 
a week) is cause for concern.  
Your physician may recommend a 
simple test to evaluate if you have 
GERD.

There are also silent signs 
of GERD.  Often patients do not 
know that they have GERD be-
cause they don’t experience the 

burning sensation or taste the acid.  
Those who have had GERD for 
several years may become accus-
tomed to the feeling to the extent 
that they ignore it.  Another com-
mon occurrence is for reflux to oc-
cur during sleep.  These indicators 
are often hidden until some dam-
age has occurred.  Fluid from the 
stomach is highly acidic; when it 
enters the esophagus it causes in-
flammation, thinning of the esoph-
ageal wall and can lead to tears 
and/or esophageal cancer.   Anoth-
er indicator of GERD is the teeth.  
The same acid that can damage 
the esophagus is strong enough to 
dissolve (erode) teeth.  I look first 
at the tooth enamel for signs of a 
frosty and rough appearance to de-
termine if my patients suffer from 
GERD.  Long term GERD will 
even cause cupped areas in the bit-
ing surfaces and/or near the gum 
line.  If the condition continues to 
go unchecked, teeth will become 
thinner, shorter, chipped and even-
tually expose the inner darker lay-
er of the tooth (dentin). Dentin is 
softer than enamel and will erode 
even faster.  When patients reach 
this stage of tooth erosion they 
usually experience some pain and 
have limits to their ability to chew 
– and may lead to tooth loss.

What are the medical treat-
ments for GERD?  Often lifestyle 
changes are sufficient.  Eat right, 
lose excess weight, moderate ex-
ercise, stop smoking, limit alcohol, 
get the right amount of sleep and 
elevate the head of the bed about 
6 inches (not an extra pillow).  If 
these changes don’t make a dif-
ference, medication may be need-
ed.  Most often over-the-counter 
medicines like Prilosec or Zantac 
are enough.  In more severe cases 
prescription strength medicine or 

even surgery may be necessary to 
control GERD.  What are the den-
tal treatments for teeth affected by 
GERD?  If there is limited tooth 
damage prevention of acid erosion 
may be the only treatment.  Once 
dentin is exposed some form of 
renewal of enamel is important to 
protect the teeth, this could be as 
simple as a tooth-colored restora-
tions or more involved treatment 
such as onlays or crowns.

At your next dental visit ask 
your dentist if he or she sees any 
signs of acid erosion of your teeth.  
If so, get their advice about the de-
gree of erosion on your teeth and 
whether you should have the teeth 
renewed.  Also ask if you need to 
talk with your physician about be-
ing tested for GERD.  And by all 
means, enjoy that pumpkin pie!

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos is a 
Fellow of the American Academy 
of General Dentistry, he is on the 
faculty of the Scottsdale Center for 
Dentistry where he is an Assistant 
Faculty in cosmetic and advanced 
dentistry, he is a mentor at the Pan-
key Institute for Advanced Dental 
Education and a general member 
or Fellow of several dental groups 
including the American Dental As-
sociation.  Dr. Gallegos practices 
dentistry in Middleburg, VA.  You 
can learn more about his practice 
at www.MiddleburgSmiles.com.

BURP!  Indigestion From Eating 
Too Much Pumpkin Pie or is it 
Acid Reflux?
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WINDCREST POND

Middleburg/The Plains �Stone, log and frame Virginia Farmhouse
on 46 acres �5 Bedrooms, 4 ½ Baths �Formal Living and Dining
Rooms �Gourmet Kitchen �Exposed Log/Stone walls �Hardwood
Floors �3 Fireplaces �Attached 2 Car Garage �Sun porch �Flagstone
Terrace �Log Cabin �Sport Court �Small Barn �Paddocks. $2,550,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

PROPERTIES IN HUNT COUNTRY

A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
TELEPHONE (540) 687-6500 METRO (703) 478-8180

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE

Susie Ashcom
Cricket Bedford

Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor

Catherine Bernache
John Coles

Catherine Gutch

Rein duPont

Sydney Hall

Mary Ann McGowan

Alex Sharp

Brian McGowan

Phillip S. Thomas

Jim McGowan

Bee Lefferts

Barrington Hall

Emily Ristau

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com
Our listings receive over 679,000 hits worldwide per month

Rebecca Poston 

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice.  Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed

Cary Embury

PLUM GROVE

A historic 10 acre farm circa 1787, beautifully sited in the foothills
of  the Blue Ridge Mountains �Gracious Manor House, recently
updated 3 levels, 5 Bedrooms �Guest House �Log cabin �3 Bay
Garage and storage building �Stocked pond and magnificent views
�Additional acreage available.                                     $1,695,000

Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523

FROG HOLLOW

Turn key Horse Property �7 Stall Barn with Apt �5 Paddocks �2
Run-In Sheds �Ring �Charming Stone Residence with 5 Bedrooms,
4 Baths, 2 Half  Baths, 2 Fireplaces �Unfinished basement with
addt’l Fireplace �25 Acres �Mountain views �Orange County Hunt
�Ideally located between Middleburg and The Plains.    $1,975,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

LIBERTY HALL

Circa 1770 �Available for 1st time in 40+ years �Stone and stucco gem
near Paris �20+ acres surrounded by protected lands �Meticulous
exterior renovations include re-pointed stonework, new metal roof, 2
large additions, covered porch, buried electric, new basement, well
and septic �Historic home  ready for your interior finishes. $1,950,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

LITTLE COBBLER TURN

Stunning colonial with over 10,000 sq ft of  open floor plan
�Extraordinary quality and exquisite décor �Gourmet Kitchen
�Finished walk-out level opens to terrace �Recreation Room, Office,
2nd Kitchen and Bath �Indoor Pool and Spa �3 Fireplaces �Gorgeous
wood and tiled floors �Studio/Office �10 acres.           $1,495,000

Susie Ashcom (540)729-1478

100 WEST MARSHALL STREET

Middleburg Commercial Property �Ideally located overlooking the
guest entrance of  Salamander Resort and Spa �2 parcels, totaling
12,800 square feet zoned C-1 for Offices or Retail �Ample space
for expansion or build new with room for onsite parking �Perfectly
situated in the center of  town for high visability.               $899,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

MELMORE HOUSE

1/2 mile from Middleburg �Completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Dutch Colonial home in Melmore �New Windows, Hardwood
Floors, Freshly Painted, 2 Fireplaces �Formal Dining, Living and
Family Room �Finished walk-out Basement �3 Car Garage with space
above �Mature hardwoods, sweeping lawn and lush meadow. $865,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

WOLFSONG

Private mountain retreat off  of  quiet dirt road �Custom built 2
Bedroom, 2 Bath Cedar home filled with light �Sits Amongst
towering trees on 19+ acres �Cathedral ceiling with exposed trusses,
wood stove, and hardwood flooring �Wrap around porches �4
Bedroom septic, room for expansion �Great weekend home.$47       5,000

Cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

GONE TO GROUND

Charming 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath one level home �Beautifully landscaped
1/2 acre near the village of  Rectortown �Completely updated in
1998 �Meticulously maintained �Hardwood Floors �Open Floor
Plan �Double glass doors to covered deck �Private fenced yard
�Gourmet chef ’s Kitchen �Oversized Detached Garage. $395,000

Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523

OLD POST OFFICE

Unison �Quaint village listed in National Register of  Historic Places
�Charming 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath home once housed the Post Office
�Hardwood floors, wood stove with stone surround and wood
paneled Living Room �Large fenced backyard �Covered back porch
�Detached 40 x 24 block garage with hydraulic lift.            $345,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

ADENA

Wooded 10+ acres with 3 crossing creeks �Main House with new
Kitchen �Porcelain tile and new wood floors �Upstairs Bedrooms
each have a Sitting/Study Room �Master located on Main Level
�Pool �Hot Tub �Trex Deck �Garage/Shop with “Pool House”
efficiency above that has Kitchen, Great Room, and Bath. $489,000

Susie Ashcom (540)729-1478

5 WALNUT STREET

Stucco Cape Cod located just 1 block from Middleburg Library  �3
Bedrooms, 4 Baths �Stone Fireplace in Living Room �Flagstone
covered porch �Beautiful Pine Floors �Finished walk out basement
with Office/Bedroom and Full Bath �Large Fenced Backyard
�Separate 1 Car Garage �Walk to all town amenities.        $575,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066
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Alex Cudaback

This Sunday’s game at 
The House That Jerry 
Built just got a lot more 
interesting.

In the span of a single Sunday 
afternoon, the momentum shifted 
dramatically from America’s 
team to the Burgundy and Gold. 

Think about it…. 
One of those teams just 

combined for seven points over 
the course of an entire game, all 
of which came in fourth-quarter 
garbage time. The other just 
clamped down on their opponent 
for an entire second half, 
holding them to zero points and 
negative-eight yards passing. 
One of those teams just lost to 
a mid-tier opponent that was 
barely clinging to .500 and in 
desperate need of some shred of 
positivity to push them towards 
end of the season. And the other 
team overcame a three-point 
first-half deficit by reeling off 13 
unanswered second-half points 
to grab a victory.

In case you missed it, the 
team whose offense sputtered like 
the Little Engine That Couldn’t, 
the team that laid an egg against 
a struggling opponent after 
winning four straight, that team 
was the Cowboys.

The team that beat a division 
leader, the team that featured a 
balanced offense that showcased 
a pounding running game and a 
quarterback who connected with 
nine of his receivers, (and whose 
punter connected with a tenth), 
and the team whose defense 
knocked out their opponent’s 
starting quarterback to close 
the first half and feasted on his 
replacement in the second, that 
team was the Redskins.

Not bad.
The offensive line actually 

looked offensive, in a good 
way, for a whole game for the 
first time this season. Yes, Jason 
Campbell was sacked three times 

during the day, but he didn’t 
resemble a guy desperate to join 
witness-protection like he has 
for most of the season. The fact 
that he managed to stay upright 
for much of the day behind a line 
with more patches than Windows 
XP is a miracle in and of itself.

The defense, if you take 
away the first half, looked like 
a collection of Pro-Bowlers. 
Forget for a moment that the 
quarterback they were playing 
against has barely more actual 
NFL game experience than I do 
over the last two seasons, and 
forget for a moment the entire 
first half during which Kyle 
Orton and Brandon Marshall did 
their best Joe Montana and Jerry 
Rice impressions, and forget for 
just a moment longer that LaRon 
Landry, Fred Smoot and Carlos 
Rogers sometimes look like the 
three blind mice. They still all 
buckled down when it counted.

Special teams? When your 
punter has a perfect passer rating 
on the season and is the only 
player to both run and pass for a 
touchdown, hey, what is there to 
complain about.

Brian Orakpo continues 
to evolve into something very, 
very special, and no player has 
benefited more from Albert 
Haynseworth’s signing than 
Andre Carter who looks more 
and more like a player reborn in 
each passing week.

What does it all mean? Hard 
to say, but if (IF!) the Redskins 
can jump on the Cowboys on 
Sunday, it could make for a very, 
very interesting second half of 
the season.

Also in the Bag…
Gilbert Arenas and the 

Wizards don’t quite look like 
world-beaters just yet, but 
that doesn’t mean they won’t. 
Without a healthy roster, there’s 
just no way to say. That said, 
if things don’t translate into a 
playoff run this year, even a one-
round playoff run, it’s time to 

shop at least one or two of your 
big-three.

Ted Leonsis, George 
McPhee, Bruce Boudreau and 
the rest of the brain trust running 
the Caps look more and more like 
they really know what they’re 
doing. It just goes to show that 
you don’t have to live above 
the 49th parallel to appreciate 
hockey. Unlike some people in 
the Phoenix area might want you 
to believe.

Congrats to Jim Riggleman 
on being named full-time 
manager of the Nats next season. 
I think…

And congrats to Manny Acta 
on landing the manager’s gig in 
Cleveland. Again, I think….

Super big congrats to 
Michelle Wie on winning her 
first LPGA Tour event. On 
second thought, that might be 
super big congrats to the LPGA 
Tour on Michelle Wie’s winning 
her first tour event.

Tiger won the Australian 
Masters, beating Adam Scott and 
a bunch of other Aussie golfers 
you’ve never heard of. It only 
cost the organizers $3 million 
to get him there, half of which 
was financed by the Australian 
government. See, down under the 
government has the right idea; 
instead of giving corporations 
zillions of dollars which then 
get blown on golf tournaments, 
the Australian government just 
gives the money directly to golf 
tournament itself. Nobody can 
complain about that….

I’ve never enjoyed seeing 
anyone suffer a brain freeze as 
much as I did Bill Parcells when 
he called a rinky-dink pass play 
on 4th-and-2 at the end of the 
Colts game rather than doing 
what 99.9% of people would’ve 
done and punted it. That was 
the dictionary definition of “too 
smart for your own good.” The 
fact that it cost Parcells and his 
team the game?

Priceless.

Hail to the Redskins
7th Inning Stretch

Carolyn Stys

This has been a difficult 
year for many.  Most of us 
will be glad to put it in the 
record books and move on 

to what we hope will be a far better 
2010.

In this column I have tried 
to impart knowledge, de-mystify 
complex topics and debunk the 
many myths surrounding investing 
and financial matters,  so as we 
head into the holiday season I want 
to debunk the myth that only big 
donations make a big difference to 
a charity. 

In fact, it is the combination of 
thousands of small donations that 
really make the difference.  Every 
dollar counts.  Especially now.

As you may suspect charitable 
giving is down this year. It is down 
5%. This is the largest drop in 50 
years. 

On the flip side, it is down 
ONLY 5%.  America continues to be, 
by far, the most generous country in 
the world when it comes to donating 
money. This well-documented fact 
doesn’t change the reality that the 
economic downturn has seriously 
affected charitable giving 

 So, we continue to give, even 
when it hurts.  But the drop makes 
life even more difficult for many 
foundations.  And they too have 
suffered serious portfolio losses this 
year.  Some have lost as much as 
40%, and some were wiped out by 
Bernie Madoff.

If you not sure whom to 
give to or what they need, please 

consider that Middleburg has many 
wonderful local charities that cross a 
broad spectrum of needs. 

Windy Hill and Middleburg 
Humane Society are two that 
provide superb services and there 
are many other local charities that 
will be immensely grateful for your 
help. 

If you wish to have a national 
impact, please consider helping 
military families and their soldiers 
through the Marine Corp Toys for 
Tots program or The Wounded 
Warrior Project. Whatever your 
interest you may visit GUIDESTAR.
com and search for charities that 
need your help and have been vetted 
and reviewed.

If we share the same instincts 
and enjoy giving to specific 
projects in the education space, visit 
donorschoose.org. 

It is am amazing site where you 
can target as little as $25 to projects 
for teachers across the United States. 
There are 13 projects alone posted 
by Loudon County teachers across 
all disciplines. The needs are real 
and projects are life changing for the 
students and the donor.

This year has been 
extraordinarily difficult for many 
and although it remains to be seen 
what The New Year holds for us, if 
you can spare only a $1, you may be 
certain it will help.  

If we all give what we can, we 
are well on our way to making 2010 
a better year. 

On behalf of Bluemont Capital, 
we wish you a blessed holiday 
season and a wonderful 2010.

When a Little Really 
Means a Lot

Phil Bzdyk

Glen from Lovettsville 
asks: ARE TODAY’S 
SOLAR ENERGY 
B U I L D I N G 

PRODUCTS REALLY 
PRACTICAL TO USE IN MY 
HOME?

Of course they are!  First 
off, I’ll tell you that today’s solar 
products are not the hideous, 
awkward technologies of the 1970’s 
energy crisis era. There are many 
solar energy installations that make 
good sense in a residential setting.  
But before I get into the products, 
I’d say the best thing a builder or 
homeowner can do in a new house 
or addition is to site the building 
with as many windows facing 
south as possible with large roof 
overhangs. The overhangs prevent 
too much solar gain in the summer 
but allow plenty of sunlight in 
during the winter months when the 
angle of the sun is lower.  Also in 
rooms with southern exposure, try 
to include a good thermal mass; 
something like a tile floor or a 
masonry structure like a fireplace 
to collect all that sunlight.  Perhaps 
you’re not planning to build new 
or renovate, so you might consider 
a solar water heater, which uses 
sunlight to heat circulating water.  
These systems aren’t terribly 
expensive and once installed don’t 
require any day to day operation; 
they just do the work all on their 

own.  The water can be used 
for domestic hot water needs or 
home heating. Photovoltaic (sun 
powered electricity) is usually a 
bigger investment so it takes quite 
a bit longer for a “payoff”, but 
you can also start out in a small 
way.  Our chicken coop is “off the 
grid” with some very inexpensive 
photovoltaic panels for indoor & 
outdoor lighting. It’s always going 
to require some sort of investment 
up front, but every year, technology 
gets better for these products, and I 
expect more and more installers are 
going to acquire the training to be on 
top of this excellent energy source.  
A good place to start learning 
about this growing technology 
is a government website http://
www.energy.gov/energysources/
solar.htm, which will give you an 
overview about the subject.  There 
are also a number of websites 
about solar products, do it yourself 
topics, and the like.  As always, if 
you hire some someone to work 
on your home, make sure they’re 
licensed and insured, and ask for 
references and certifications.

Phil Bzdyk, a long time resident 
of Loudoun County, and owner of apple 
house carpentry, will gladly answer your 
home remodeling questions. Certified 
as a Green Builder and Aging-in-Place 
Specialist, Phil keeps current with new 
industry advances and technologies. 
Please email your questions to us at: 
applehousecarpentry@verizon.net

Remodelers Q & A
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Faces & Places

BEYOND THE PALE

22 Washington Street • Middleburg • VA 

Lori O’Neill
Art to Wear Party 
Saturday, December 12 

4 - 7 PM
Come by, have a glass of 
wine, try on jackets, hats 

and handbags

6474 Main St., The Plains, VA   540-253-9797
www.LiveAnArtfulLife.com

• Superior quality building performance
• Sustainable building practices
• Indoor air quality standards
540 338-5612 / www.applehousecarpentry.com

Loudoun’s Green Remodeler

Since 1989

Middleburg                                                 $689,000
Remodeled 1850 Log Cabin on 6.3 acres. Con-
vienently located near the entrance to the historic 
Village of Middleburg. 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. 
Scott Buzzelli 540.454.1999  |  atokaproperties.com

Purcellville                                               $1,650,000
4 Custom Cape Cod  on 50+ beautiful, rolling acres with 
barn, ring & trails. Paved road access.  Great commuter lo-
cation but worlds away!
Kim Hurst 703.932.9651 | Homes4HorseLovers.com

Middleburg                                          $949,000
Price Reduced! Up to date Colonial 4 bedroom, 4.5 
bath on 3+ aces in established neighborhood east of 
village. Deck with pergola overlooking ponds & woods. 
Michele Stevens 703.568.0721

8 N Madison St ▪ PO Box 765 ▪ Middleburg, VA 20118
Ph: 540.687.8530 ▪ Fax: 540.687.3020
www.middleburgsales.com

Middleburg Sales
Exclusive Affiliate of CHRISTIE’S GREAT ESTATES

The Plains                                                   $699,900
Finch House- Custom barn house on 8 acres in the 
village of Halfway. Separate fenced dog run and shed. 
Flexible open floor plan, cathedral ceiling living area.
Michele Stevens 703.568.0721

Middleburg                                               $425,000
Walk to Historic Town! Elegant, corner 3-Story Town-
home with 5 BR and 3 1/2 baths. Deck and courtyard. 
Beautifully landscaped. Great Neighborhood.
Blllie Van Pay 703.727.4301  

Upperville $450,000
All brick 3 BR, 2 BA 2 level home in town. Hardwood 
flooring, kitchen with island, two decks. Subdivisible 
lot.
Andy Stevens  703.568.0727

Aldie                                               $1,430,000
Lovely 4 BR home & pool, 32 acres, barn, fencing. 
Complete privacy; close to Middkeburg and Green-
way.
Kim Hurst 703.932.9651 | Homes4HorseLovers.com-

Round Hill      $299,000             
5.34 acre building lot bor-
ders Stoneleigh. Priced be-
low assessment.

Berryville     $295,000                 
Beautiful 18 acre, park-like 
parcel. Private yet conve-
nient.

Building Lots

Andy Stevens  703.568.0727

November 2 - December 18

CONTRACT

Custom Chaps!
Tack Repair! 
Boot Repair!
Shoe Repair!

Halloween in Middleburg
Middleburg VA - October 31, 2009 
Photos by Jay Hubbard
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Call now  for an appointment  for 
our Oxxford Clothing Trunk Show

December 5th 10-6
16 South Madison Street

Middleburg, Virginia 
540-687-5633

www.highcliffeclothiers.com  
customtailor@aol.com

OxxfOrd ClOthes . . . AmeriCA’s finest

hAnd tAilOred GArments N o b e l  N i e l s e N s h o e s

h o u r s :  1 0 a m  ~  5 p m
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Boots for WOW!
N o b e l  N i e l s e N s h o e s
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Boots for Fun!
N o b e l  N i e l s e N s h o e s

h o u r s :  1 0 a m  ~  5 p m
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Traditional

Scandinavian

Christmas

Decorations

  

Unison Day
Unison, VA - October 31, 2009 
Photos by Jay Hubbard

Chinn Lane Yard Sale 
Middleburg, VA - October 31, 2009 
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC
Hunt Country Counseling, llC

Kathryn L. Vieweg, lPC,

Counseling Individuals, Groups,
Adolescents, Adults & Seniors

Depression, Anxiety, 
Bereavement, Relationships

14 South Madison
Middleburg, VA 20118 

1760 Reston Prky, Suite 212
Reston, VA 20190 

Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
Magellan, Aetna, BCBS-Anthem,Carefirst,NCPPO, EAPS,

Mastercard & Visa accepted

(540) 287-8844

Loudoun Fitness & Pilates, Inc

Private and semi-private 
sessions and classes in a 
non-intimidating
environment including:

Pilates for Core Strength, Balance & Flexibility

Ask About Our FREE
Assessment! 540-338-5330

Check us out at www.Loudounfit.com

 • Personal Training
      • Pilates Reformer
      • Pilates Mat
      • Group Classes Starting Nov. 2

Peggy Carter ACE Personal Trainer and
Quantum Pilates Certified

Pcarter@rstarmail.com

15 South Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia 20117
540-687-3230

Wed-Sat 10-6 & Sunday 12-5pm
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Over 160 partici-
pants competed at 
the Orange County 
Hunt Team Event 

at Old Whitewood Farm 
near The Plains

The second-time win-
ner of the Junior Hunter 
Championship was Blue 
Ridge Hunt member Georgie 
Wilkins, 12, of Winchester, 
riding twelve-year-old bay 

pony, Wilhemina. Georgie 
Wilkins first won in 2006 
and Sunday took home the 
George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. tro-
phy, a bronze fox head, and 
a $100 check for her hunt. 
Blue Ridge Hunt member 
David Pawlak, 12, of, rid-
ing the bay pony Paris, was 
Reserve Junior Champion. 
Twenty Junior riders, age 16 
or under, entered the cham-

pionship in the Limit Hunter 
division, a one-and-a-half 
mile course.  

The Genuine Hunter 
Championship was won for 
the third time by Orange 
County Hunt member and 
Olympian, Nina Fout, riding 
nine-year-old bay thorouh-
ghbred, Highwater Mark, 
owned by Mrs. Jaqueline 
Orhstrom, over the twenty-

three fences of the Genuine 
Hunter course. Nina Fout 
secured the Alfred Hunt Me-
morial bronze and a $100 
check for her hunt. Reserve 
Champion was Charlie Ross 
of Warrenton, riding four-
teen-year-old Wordsmith.

In the Hilltopper Pairs 
division, Warrenton Hunt 
members from Fairfax 
Lizzie Rogers, 13, riding 
Red Knight’s delight, and 
from Oak Hill, Alex James, 
riding Little Miss Sunshine 
won the best Hilltopper 
Pair. 

Final Results for the 
Orange Count Hunt Team 
Event included:

Limit Hunter Best 
Hunt Team: Auntie Bundles 
Buddies – Georgie Wilkins 
(Wilhemina),Lucy Catlett 
(Sir Pinkerton), David Paw-
lak (Paris), Blue Ridge Hunt

Limit Hunter Best 
Turned Out: Aunt Bundles 
Buddies – Georgie Wilkins 
(Wilhemina), Lucy Catlett 
(Sir Pinkerton), David Paw-
lak (Paris), Blue Ridge Hunt

Limit Hunter Ideal 
Time: Piedmont Pixies 
– Graham Alcock (Pisiani),  
Forest Stone (Wicklyns First 
Knight), Hayley Alcock 
(Millpoint Far Better), Nan-
cy Alcock (Looking Glass), 
Piedmont Fox Hounds

Junior Hunter Champi-
on: Georgie Wilkins (Wilhe-
mina), Blue Ridge Hunt

Junior Hunter Reserve 
Champion: David Pawlak 
(Paris), Blue Ridge Hunt

Genuine Hunter Best 
Hunt Team:  Fout Folly – 
Beth Fout (Sussabout), Nina 
Fout (Highwater Mark), 
Lisa Malek (Light Speed), 
Orange County Hunt

Genuine Hunter Best 
Turned Out: The Middleburg 
Marauders – George Kuk  
(Teddy), Devon Zebrovious 
(Kalliopy), Anne Sittman 
(Abraham), Tracey Cover 
(Clementine), Middleburg 
Hunt

Genuine Hunter Ide-
al Time: Milady and Her 
Knights – Lilla Ohrstrom 
(Josephine), Trevor Potter 
(Bobby), Jeff Keffer (Mil-
ton), Jimmy Parsons (Ridle), 
Orange County Hunt

Geunine Hunter Cham-
pion: Nina Fout (Highwater 
Mark), Orange County Hunt

Genuine Hunter Re-
serve Champion: Charlie 
Ross (Wordsmith), Warren-
ton Hunt

Hilltopper Pairs Best 
Pair: Over The Grass Red 
Team  – Lizzie Rogers (Red 
Knight’s delight), Alex 
James (Little Miss Sun-
shine), Warrenton Hunt

Hilltopper Pairs Best 
Turned Out:  Clay OK  – 
Kathleen O’Keefe (Com-
plete Love), Debra Clay 
(Black Tie), Casanova Hunt.

Lunge Line
Virginia Tech to develop new equine 
education program in Middleburg

Aurora
Services, Inc.

Great things are done when men and mountains meet….
William Blake

Providing the Following Services:

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design
◆ Installation, Service & Repair
◆ Emergency Attendance
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora

www.auroraservicesinc.com

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area.

Class A Electrical Contractor – VA & MD

The Virginia Tech 
College of Agricul-
ture and Life Scienc-
es has announced 

plans to create a new equine 
education program at the 
Middleburg Agricultural Re-
search and Extension Center 
(MARE Center) located in 
Middleburg, Va.

An undergraduate stu-
dent learning experience in 
equine sciences will serve 
as the cornerstone for the 
teaching program at the 
center. In addition, Virginia 
Tech will relocate its world-
class group of sport horse 
mares from Blacksburg to 
Middleburg, adding to the 
band of horses in residence 
at the center.

“We are extremely ex-
cited about the opportunity 
to expand the equine pro-
grams at Virginia Tech by 
taking full advantage of the 
facilities and location of the 
MARE Center.  Providing a 
novel, cutting-edge learning 
experience in equine educa-
tion is consistent with the 

high ideals and standards 
already set by the univer-
sity. The MARE Center al-
ready plays a critical role in 
the college’s discovery and 
outreach functions, and this 
addition enhances Virginia 
Tech’s commitment to the 
education of tomorrow’s 
leaders,” said David Ger-
rard, head of the Department 
of Animal and Poultry Sci-
ences. “Our long-term goal 
is simple: preeminence in 
the area of equine sciences.”

The semester-long ex-
perience will immerse stu-
dents in an environment 
filled with horses. This ex-
perience will not only pre-
pare students for positions in 
the equine industry, but will 
also provide them life skills, 
as the students will need to 
work as part of a cohesive 
unit during their stay at the 
center.

Along with the normal 
demands required by a struc-
tured curriculum, students 
will be expected to partici-
pate in all aspects of the dai-

ly operations of a large-scale 
equine breeding, show, and 
sales facility. Additionally, 
students will be able to par-
ticipate in in-depth summer 
internship programs as well 
as a study abroad course.

“The difference be-
tween this program and the 
program offered in Blacks-
burg will be the amount of 
experiential learning that 
will be demanded of those 
enrolled in the program. 
This is a working opera-
tion, where horses require 
attention 24/7,” explained 
Gerrard. “There will be 
ample outreach and discov-
ery opportunities for these 
students during their stay at 
Middleburg, exemplifying 
the comprehensive scope of 
the three missions of a land-
grant university.

Mimi Abel-Smith, 
vice chair of the MARE 
Center’s Advisory Council, 
commented, “I am pleased 
that the emphasis will be 
on the management and re-
search needs of sport horses 

— those used in eventing, 
dressage, and showing — 
and applicable to all other 
breeds and functions.”  Dr. 
Matthew Mackay-Smith, an 
advisory council member 
and former medical editor 
of Equus Magazine, added, 
“The activities at the center 
will benefit every horse and 
horse person, from a child’s 
pet to the fastest race horse. 
This expansion provides the 
horses and programs essen-
tial to achieving excellence 
in both equine science and 
education, and adds to the 
layman’s understanding of 
this marvelous animal.”

As funds are secured, 
Gerrard anticipates signifi-
cant expansion of the cen-
ter’s physical facilities. The 
program will require large 
indoor and outdoor arenas 
for teaching purposes, along 
with serviceable breed-
ing facilities and additional 
classrooms and research 
laboratories.

Rebecca Splan, associ-
ate professor of animal and 

poultry sciences, will relo-
cate to Middleburg to join 
Shea Porr, superintendent 
of the center, to develop and 
teach the curriculum. Fac-
ulty members at the Equine 
Medical Center in Leesburg, 
Va., have also expressed an 
interest in collaborating in 
the program.

The equine education 
program on the Blacksburg 
campus will remain largely 
unchanged but will likely 
benefit from future additions 
to the faculty. “Clearly, we 
have a rather large student 
body interested in an educa-
tion centered on the horse, 
and we intend to do our ut-
most to ensure its viability 
and growth into the foresee-
able future,” said Gerrard. 
“The program at Middleburg 
simply adds to our equine 
education portfolio and in-
creases the flexibility of our 
program to meet the needs of 
an ever-changing and excel-
lence-minded undergraduate 
clientele.” 

N o b e l  N i e l s e N s h o e s
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Orange County Hunt, Blue Ridge Hunt Winners

VA Field Hunter 
Championships

T he 2009 Virginia 
Field Hunter Cham-
pionships were host-
ed by the Piedmont 

Fox Hounds Sunday Nov 8th 
at Salem in Upperville, VA.  
This search for the best field 
hunter in Virginia is believed 
to have been held every year 
since 1950. Against the idyl-
lic backdrop of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, 21 com-
petitors representing 12 dif-
ferent hunts were tested in a 
hack class, a mock hunt and a 
very difficult individual test. 

 The competition be-
gan with a fiercely contest-
ed turnout class where the 
Middleburg Hunt dominated 
taking both 1st (Tracy  Cover 
on her own “Clementine” and 
2nd Devon Zebrovious and 
“Kalliopy”). After a group 
hack class ,2008 Champion 
Frannie Kansteiner led the 
field across the stunning Pied-
mont for a mock hunt behind 
Piedmont Huntsman Richard 
Roberts ,whips Spencer Allen 
and Donny Yovanovich and 
the Piedmont hounds. Ten 
judges both on the ground 
and mounted ,whose roster 
included the likes of Gail 

Wofford,Olympian Linden 
Ryan and former Va Field 
Hunter Champion Will Cole-
man were watching their ev-
ery move and picked the top 
8. Some of the tests the final 
8 were asked to do included 
handgallop a  timber fence, 
open a gate and trot a coat 
over wire. After much dis-
cussion by the judges they 
crowned Robyn Harter and 
her “Butterfly Painting” of 
Snickersville Hunt the 2009 
Virginia Field Hunter Cham-
pion, reserve Champion went 
to Emily Day of the Blue 
Ridge Hunt on Mary Swifts 
“Fergus”. Piedmont Hunt and 
its supporters hosted a fabu-
lous tailgate for the many 
spectators and competitors 
after the awards.With a rep-
utation of great hospitality 
and merry festivities we look 
forward to the Snickersville 
Hunt hosting the 2010 Cham-
pionships. Many thanks to 
the Bonnie Family, The Irish 
Draught Horse Society of 
North America (southeast re-
gion) Tri County Feeds and 
Southern States for helping 
make this event possible.
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Parents & Progeny

“One magical event
     changing the lives of
    many for a lifetime”

Cinderella Tea
December 6, 2009

Host committee 
members:

Andrews Family
Barkley Family
Dimoff Family

Donnelly Family
Kerr Family

Stilen-Lare Family
Wadlow Family

Womelsdorf Family

Benefit for Blue Ridge Speech and Hearing 
Reserve your seats today
www.cinderellatea.com
540-338-9040

Sunday, December 6, 2009 at half past three 
Middleburg Community Center 

Cinderella welcomes her guests to a festive Holiday Tea Party

Royal guests will be invited to sit for tea and an assortment of 
decadent morsels elegantly prepared and displayed as the 
Fairy Godmother transforms the stage into a magical place 

filled with song and graceful dance performed by 
Shenandoah Dance Ensemble and 

The Warrenton Ballet Company

Over 400 Students Visit ProJet’s 
Aviation Expo for Career Help

Over 400 middle 
school, high school 
and college stu-
dents from schools 

in Virginia, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia, and 
Washington, D.C. recently 
visited the ProJet Aviation’s 
4th Annual Aviation Expo 
at Winchester Regional Air-
port to learn what a career in 
aviation has to offer.

 The Expo, which is 
completely free for students 
and participating vendors, 
is co-sponsored by ProJet 
Aviation, a D.C. metro area 
aircraft management and 
charter operator, the Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Asso-
ciation (AOPA), the largest, 

most influential aviation as-
sociation in the world and 
FlightSafety International, 
one of the world’s largest 
flight safety training organi-
zations.

 This year was Flight-
Safety’s first year as a corpo-
rate sponsor and Dan Walker 
of FlightSafety was pleased 
and impressed.

 “It would be impos-
sible to leave this event and 
not be inspired by the expe-
rience and opportunities pro-
vided.  We were happy to be 
a part of the expo, and hope 
to partner on this effort for 
many years to come.” 

Forty-six vendors do-
nated their time and resourc-

es to educate students on the 
many careers in aviation, 
such as aviation safety, train-
ing, aerial mapping, aircraft 
and avionics maintenance, 
and emergency response 
services. Local catering 
companies, businesses, and 
professionals donated and 
sponsored lunch for all stu-
dents, guests and vendors.  
From 10am until 2pm, stu-
dents had the opportunity to 
crawl through several types 
of aircraft, fly a simulator, 
and interact with aviation 
professionals.

 In addition to a K-
9 anti-drug demonstration 
presented by Homeland Se-
curity’s Customs and Bor-

der Patrol unit, there were 
presentations by some of the 
industry’s most influential 
and inspirational speakers, 
including: Scott Stocker, 
Chief Pilot for Delaware 
Park, Ian Twombly, AOPA’s 
Deputy Editor for their flight 
training magazine, and Ka-
tie Pribyl, General Aviation 
Manufacturers Association 
(GAMA) representative, 
spokesperson, and pilot.

 Julie O’Brien, Director 
of Marketing for ProJet and 
co-founder of the expo ex-
plained to the students: “You 
will never find so many peo-
ple in one place that are all 
completely sold on and pas-
sionate about what they do 
every day!” 

 Ian Twombly added, “I 
think it’s great when an in-
dustry can get together and 
show students the world out-
side.  There are cool ways to 
work hard.”

Aviation entrepreneur, 
aerobatic pilot, and “Dream 
Launch Tour” founder Ja-

mail Larkins gave the key-
note speech, thrilling stu-
dents with stories and images 
of his amazing aviation pur-
suits.  Larkins regularly trav-
els to schools nationwide on 
his DreamLaunch Tour, pro-
moting careers in aviation.  
In addition to being featured 
in Parade magazine and on 
The David Letterman Show, 
the 25 year-old has shared 
the podium with Gen. Chuck 
Yeager at various fund-rais-
ing events, and will be fea-
tured in the upcoming edi-
tion of Inc Magazine.

 The Aviation Educa-
tion Expo was honored to be 
a recipient of the 2009 Wolf 
Aviation Fund Grant.  The 
grant allowed the Expo to 
expand this year, explained 
O’Brien.  “The Wolf Grant 
allowed us to grow the event 
in some new directions, and 
accommodate more students 
than ever before.”

 To learn more about 
ProJet Aviation please visit : 
www.ProJetAviation.com.

Christmas Pageant 
Planned at Foxcroft

St. John the Evangelist School 
annual pumpkin roll

Local School 
Develops New Motto

Middleburg Acad-
emy (formerly 
Notre Dame Acad-
emy) announced 

today that the Board of Trust-
ees has approved new visual 
symbols and a motto that will 
identify the school as it for-
mally shifts to its new name 
by July 1, 2010. Included are 
a redesigned school shield, and 
the new motto: “Learn, Lead, 
Serve,” (Cognoscere, Ducere, 
Servire). The new symbols will 
be used on all school statio-
nery, publications and signage. 
Athletic uniforms and related 
clothing will feature a gold-
colored letter “M” in block 
form, outlined in blue.

“We have kept the 
school’s colors, blue and gold, 
and our mascot, the dragon, 
as they connect us to the past, 
and the ethical and spiritual 
values that we have inherited 
from earlier days,” said Eliza-
beth (Libbi) Murray, head of 
school since January, 2009. 
She added: “The shield retains 
the classical Lamp of Learn-
ing featured on previous Notre 
Dame identifiers, and adds a 
heraldic dragon, the school’s 

date of founding (1965), and a 
tree representing both knowl-
edge and our commitment to 
protecting the environment. 
Where appropriate, the shield 
will be accompanied by a ban-
ner bearing the new motto.”

Notre Dame Academy, 
founded by the Sisters of Notre 
Dame, has shifted over time 
from its origin as a Catholic 
girls’ boarding school, to a co-
educational Catholic day high 
school, to its present status as 
an independent, non-sectar-
ian, college preparatory high 
school. Murray added: “We 
see establishing this new set 
of visual representations as yet 
another step towards achieving 
our stated vision of ‘instilling 
in our students the ambition 
and desire to embrace oppor-
tunities in leadership and ser-
vice as stewards of a fragile 
planet’.”

Creation of the new de-
signs was assisted by graphic 
designer Evan Brown, with 
input from many individuals 
in the school community. They 
will be phased in, as appropri-
ate, over the coming months.

St. John School in Warrenton, VA, held it’s 3rd annual Pumpkin Roll on Friday, October 30th on the school 
grounds.  Students from each grade were able to compete in the pumpkin roll - a great time was had by all!  
Mr. Hoffman, Principal of St. John School, was the announcer, and Frs. Melmer and Cozzi, of St. John Parish, 
were also on hand to join in the fun.

Adults and children of 
all ages are invited to 
join Foxcroft School 
students in celebrat-

ing the holidays Sunday, Dec. 
6, with a spectacular Christmas 
Pageant, followed by a visit from 
Santa Claus, on the Middleburg, 
Va., campus of the School. The 
performance, which begins at 2 
p.m., will be held in FoxHound 
Auditorium in the School’s main 
building this year while the Ath-
letic/Student Activities Center is 
under construction.

Foxcroft’s pageant  is a tradi-
tion that was started by Charlotte 
Haxall Noland, the founder of the 
School, shortly after it opened in 
1914. Each December, Foxcroft’s 
new students and Chorale present 
the nativity story as a gift to the 
community. Miss Noland’s script 
includes several characters you 
won’t find in the Bible and pro-
vides a musical and visual treat -
- complete with live animals. This 
year, goats and bunnies will be fea-
tured, along with non-stop Christ-
mas music and beautiful costumes 
that have been part of the show for 

decades.  Karin Thorndike, a Fine 
Arts teacher at Foxcroft, directs 
the performance, assisted by De-
partment Chair Robyn Yovanov-
ich and other faculty members.

Following the Pageant, Santa 
Claus will give the children in the 
audience gifts that have been pre-
pared by Foxcroft students. The 
pageant is the culmination of a 
weekend of community out-reach 
and holiday activities on campus. 
Last, year, the girls decorated 100 
mini-Christmas trees for residents 
of Loudoun Hospital and Good-
win House; filled care baskets for 
needy families and boxes of sup-
plies for Middleburg Humane, 
wrapped more than 250 gifts for 
local children, created a float for 
the Middleburg Christmas Parade, 
and went Christmas caroling on 
horseback.

The highlight of the week-
end, however, is the Pageant and 
all are invited! Foxcroft is located 
on Foxcroft Road (Route 626), 
four miles north of the center of 
Middleburg. For more informa-
tion, call 540.687.5555.

Chelsea Fisher
to represent USA 
at World Age Group 

Stone Ridge resident, 
Chelsea Fisher, a senior 
from Paul VI Catholic 
High School in Fairfax, 

has earned a spot on the United 
States Tumbling Team that will 
compete at the World Age Group 
Games in St. Petersburg, Russia 
from November 14th to Novem-
ber 22nd. Chelsea qualified in 
Las Vegas by finishing second 
at Nationals in late September.  
Since tumbling is not currently 
an Olympic sport, the World Age 
Group Games is the Olympics of 
the sport and what these athletes 
work towards for all their lives. 
Chelsea will compete in power 
tumbling, which combines the 
skills of artistic gymnastics on 
the floor and those of trampolin-
ing. Chelsea has been competing 
in gymnastics at Capital Gym-
nastics in Burke since the age of 
4.  In 2007, she competed in the 
last World Age Group games in 
Quebec and finished an impres-
sive 13th.  
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Cats and dogs and 
horses and roost-
ers and rabbits, pi-
geons, donkeys and, 

from time to time, a goat, are 
all hoping you will include 
Middleburg Humane Founda-
tion on your Christmas list.

The weathered country 
house tucked discretely into 
the surrounding fields at the 
intersection of Route 55 and 
Whiting Road near The Plains 
is home to all these individu-
als and more and, more than 
ever, they need your help.

 When Hilleary Bogley 
founded Middleburg Humane 
Foundation twenty-two years 
ago, she could not have antic-
ipated the number of pets and 
farm animals that would need 
her help.  The non-profit farm 
shelter is now a safe haven 
for abused, neglected and ‘at 
risk’ animals large and small. 

“Recently we took in 35 
desperate cats, and last year 
we welcomed a group of ter-
ribly mistreated horses,” the 
intense young founder ex-

plained.  “Sometimes I sim-
ply don’t know how we’ll be 
able to care for them all.”

“Without donations from 
the young and old who care 
deeply for animals as we do, 
we simply could not continue 
our work.”

Your holiday donation of 
$5, $50 or $500 will help en-
sure that the animals in this 
region receive the care they 
need and deserve.

Northern Virginia resi-
dents are often shocked and 
surprised to learn that ani-
mal neglect and abuse happen 
here.  Animals are such a big 
and happy part of life in this 
region that learning how of-
ten Middleburg Humane has 
to step up to save starved, 
abandoned or wounded ani-
mals comes as very unwel-
come news.

The good news is that 
there is a local foundation 
that provides the highest or-
der of care for these animals 
until new homes can be found 
for them.

On five bucolic acres of 
pristine pastures and kennels, 
Middleburg Humane Foun-
dation provides exceptional 
care and nourishing feeding 
to animals who have given up 
all hope of a happy life.

“We believe all animals 
deserve a life free from pain 
and fear,” Hilleary emphasiz-

es.  “Please help us provide 
safety and sanitary living con-
ditions for these animals.”

Please visit mhfdfn@
earthlink.net for a list of prod-
ucts that will help the animals 
at Middleburg Humane Foun-
dation.  Thank you for your 
kindness and concern.

A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their homes with four-legged friends.

Friends for Life
 

Furry Holidays! 

 

           Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 ~ Middleburg, VA ~ 20118 

          mhfdtn@earthlink.net ~ (540) 364-3272 
For more information on animals available for adoption, upcoming fundraisers,  

recent rescues, and how you can help, please visit us on the web:  
www.middleburghumane.com 

 

MHF’s 
“Where  

Love Grows” 
Holiday  

Fundraiser 
COOKBOOK! 
Vegetarian 
Vegan &  

Animal Munchies 
recipes plus “Love Stories” from many 
of our amazing alumni adopted animals!  
$15 donation- great gifts! Available 
at many local stores or on the web!  

 

 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 

 

Holiday Wish List 
Please donate the following: 

Dry & canned cat food 
Bleach & paper towels 
Postage stamps 
Homes for barn kitties  
Homes for rescued equines 
Cat sized ceramic food bowls 
Thank you very much! 

Louise is a lovely 
Pit mix who is in foster 
care- she is good with 
kids & other dogs. She 
needs a very structured 
home. She is a dog who 
deserves a second 
chance. 

 

 

 

 
Violet is a “love of your 
life” dog. She is super 
special– about 3 years old, 
35 pounds, ? Shepherd mix 
who  absolutely loves  
everyone and everything!   

Funny Fowl! 
MHF has  a gor-
geous rooster as 
well as 30 white 
homing pigeons 
that need new 
homes very soon! 

Adopt and Save a Life! 

 

Elsa had a horrible begin-
ning– she lived chained to a 
blue plastic barrel– always 
hungry with long cold win-
ters…. She is having lots of 
fun here meeting friends & 
having love & a full tummy.  

Gracie is a purebred Coonhound 
who is a doll. She was rescued by 
animal control with a litter of pups 
that died of starvation. She spent 
many months at the county shelter 
with no interest. Please give her a 
second chance. 

Dusty is an  adorable, young  
adult Lab mix who is good with 
kids and other dogs, but cannot 
live with cats. She has a fun 
loving personality and is very 
affectionate. 

Pressa is a lovely purebred 
Pressa Canaria that needs a special 
foster home while a cruelty case 
appeal is resolved. Pressa is truly a 
dear dog. She is excellent with 
small kids, medium/large sized 
dogs, & house cats. She is very 
fearful of most men so needs a 
gentle & quiet home.  

Bagel is a happy, 
fun loving older 
Beagle mix who was 
abandoned on the 
side of a road.  She 
loves everyone and 
is great with other 

dogs, cats and kids too!  Bagel would be a 
perfect companion for a retired couple !  

Buzzy is a very special 8 
year old Chihuahua mix who 
is an adorable little gentle-
man. The perfect snuggle-
muffin.  Super special!  

Bonnie is a 4 year old 
Tb mare who was res-
cued from starvation. 
She is kind & gentle 
and sound although she 
should have the winter 
off before going back 
under saddle. MHF has 
MANY equines that 
need homes... 

Beau is a 100+ lb. Irish  
Wolfhound/ Anatolian shepherd 
mix! He is 1 year old and has a 
grand personality! Beau walks well 
on a leash & is good with other 
medium to large sized dogs. He 
needs a home with structure & 
lots of room to run & play! 

Yippee! Thanksgiving is 
almost here and my tail 
just won’t stop wagging! 
This is the one holiday 

that is completely and totally fo-
cused on food. And food is my fa-
vorite topic in the whole world. 

Every year I long for a seat 
at the table, and while that has 
never happened, a dog can hope. 
The good news is that even though 
I may not get to sample all of the 
culinary delights, I always get 
something special on the big day. I 
thought I would share my safe and 
healthy holiday tradition so that 
some other furry friends might be 
able to give thanks too.

First, I get a little bit of skin-
less and boneless turkey. The skin 

is too fatty for pets, but plain turkey 
is perfectly okay (and delicious). I 
also get steamed carrots and green 
beans. And for “dessert”, I get a 
small helping of canned pump-
kin (no sugar or salt added). It’s 
a very tasty and safe way to take 
part in the festivities. A good rule 
of thumb is that “people food” for 
pets should always be in a whole, 
unprocessed and additive-free 
state. Fat, sugar and salt are simply 
not good for us.

Of course, there are some 
foods that pose risks even in their 
whole states. Dangerous foods in-
clude raisins, grapes, onions and 
mushrooms. Chocolate is another 
food to avoid at all costs. In addi-
tion, cooked bones of any sort can 

be extremely unsafe for us.  
If you’re a little too busy to 

prepare a meal for your pet this 
Thanksgiving, there are some ex-
cellent ready-to-eat products that 
can help make the day special. 
Merrick makes all-natural canned 
stews with names like “Thanksgiv-
ing Day Dinner” and “Grammy’s 
Pot Pie” for dogs and cats. There 
are also lots of yummy sweet po-
tato treats like the ones made by 
Sam’s Yams. Plenty of healthy dog 
treats come in flavors like turkey 
and cranberry. There are even cans 
of pumpkin made especially for 
dogs!

If you have a house full of 
guests, remember that they may 
not be as knowledgeable as you 

are about what your pets can and 
should eat. It’s always a good idea 
to explain the house rules about 
table scraps when guests arrive. 
That way, you can make sure that 
well-intended people are not slip-
ping us fatty, inappropriate food or 
feeding us directly from the table. 

Most importantly, keep an 
eye on us even when things be-
come hectic. This can be a chal-
lenge when lots of people are vis-
iting, so it might be a good idea to 
put us in a quiet, comfortable room 
for a little while. This way, even if 
there is food all over the house, we 
won’t be tempted to eat it. I should 
know: I once watched my “broth-
er” jump on a high counter and eat 
half of a carrot cake in about three 

seconds. (He was my hero, but 
even I have to admit that he was 
not a happy camper afterwards.)

I’m already dreaming of my 
Thanksgiving turkey and pump-
kin. It’s going to be a great day! In 
the meantime, I’m still working on 
learning how to open the refrigera-
tor after my people go to sleep. I 
know I can figure it out. I have to. 
It’s Heaven in there. Just trust me 
on that one. 

Albert, a Jack Russell Ter-
rier, is Chairman of the Board of 
Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, cats, 
and their people, in Middleburg, 
Fairfax and Falls Church.

kek 1350 10.09
fauquier

canine college
Serving Va, MD & Dc for over 16 years.

established & Trusted since 1993.

BoarDing anD Training in The counTry
come visit your local “canine Whisperer”

anD
come back to a better behaved dog 

guaranTeeD
Free evaluation

(Mention this ad.)

Training, 
Problem Solving 
and Behavioral 

Management
for Dogs of 

All Ages. 
Please Call for Details

540-364-2878
or

703-926-1158
www.JaymesCanineCollege.com
Doggie Day Care now available!

Not just a profession, an obsession.

Custom barns, indoor arenas and garages, 
if you can dream it, we can build it!
Call Karen Friedel to get started!

540.554.8239  email: kzazicki@earthlink.net 
VA CLASS A CONTRACTOR #2705125017A

Custom Barns & Restorations Our Speciality
www.stoltzfusbuilders.com
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 Friends of Homeless Animals invites 
you to visit its upscale resale shop: 

the Treasure Hound 
Lovely gifts, collectibles, fine  

china, glassware, jewelry, clothing,  
furniture, and many other treasures 

 
Tue/W/Sun: 12–5 | Th/Fr/Sat: 10–5 

 

 

101 West Federal Street 
Middleburg, VA 

 

 

Sales benefit the FOHA shelter: a local 
nonprofit, no-kill shelter dedicated to 

rescuing homeless dogs and cats 

Dec. 7th Deadline for Dec. 17th Issue

540.687.3200

The Eccentric 
Sells

Full Online Version @ www.mbecc.com

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Toll Free 866-687-5155
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Please Help the Kind and Caring Friends
at Middleburg Humane Foundation
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HORSE CLIPPING • MANE PULLING
HORSE BLANKET CLEANING & REPAIR

WATERPROOFING

CARRIE BLAIR (540) 364-1232
P.O. BOX 1484, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20118

(LOCATED AT 3483 RECTORTOWN ROAD, MARSHALL)

Carrie Blair BC.8/08  6/19/09  4:06 PM  Page 1

Educational Testing
Comparing Ability to Achievement

Accommodations & Recommendations

Tochterman Muir Educational Consulting
Middleburg and McLean

www.testingld.com
703-728-8676

Weekday & Weekend Appointments

Position Wanted

Reliable, Hardworking, Experienced, 
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy

Seeks full time position on No. VA farm or Estate.  Can handle 
all aspects of maintenance and management.  Skilled carpen-
ter for renovation and new construction.  Lawn and grounds 

maintenance.  Vehicle and equipment maintenance and repair. 
30+ years experience mechanic.  Extensive experience care 

and handling of horses.  Housing not required. 
Please call Chris @ 703 220 6123 or email christrefny@aol.

Dec. 7th Deadline 
for Dec. 17th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

Sales•Rentals•Services

The Corner House
Rectortown, Virginia

Lovely 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath well main-
tained, easy weekend retreat with open,
newly remodeled country kitchen complete
with soapstone countertops, Viking stove
and wine cooler. $549,000.
Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Mrs. Beaver’s Cottage
Middleburg, Virginia

Excellent Middleburg location, Cape Cod
circa 1944. Fabulous views of Blue Ridge,
house sold in "as is" condition. 2 bedrooms,
1 bath, living room with fireplace, hard-
wood floors under carpet. First time ever
offered for sale. 7.12 mostly wooded acres.
Great rehab potential. $725,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Peddler’s Cottage
The Plains, Virginia

Cotford Cottage is a wonderful three bedroom,
two bath home in village of The Plains.
Delightful den with brick fireplace and
separate entrance. Wood floors in spacious
living room with fireplace. Virtually entire
dwelling remodeled since 2006. Exceptionally
well-maintained property with lovely plantings.
Convenient to shops, restaurants, services,
I-66 and other major routes. $399,900.
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Beaver Creek
Purcellville, Virginia

Hilltop setting with panoramic views on
11.48 acres. Four bedroom, 2 1/2 bath
frame Colonial, 2 gas fireplaces, hardwood
floors throughout, wraparound front
porch, tiered decks off rear of home lead to
pool and cabana. Improvements include
barn, shop and board fencing. Mature
landscaping. $1,250,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Atoka Chase
Middleburg, Virginia

Impressive stone and frame home with a
pond and 10 acres in Atoka Chase. Large
first floor master suite, open contemporary
design, significant natural light, vaulted
ceilings and a central stone fireplace. Extra
rooms include an office, an enormous finished
walkout basement with recreation room
and fireplace, guest room, exercise room
and storage areas. $1,395,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Lions Lane
Boyce, Virginia

Custom built log home on 109+ acres, top
of the mountain with unbelievable western
views. Private but easy access to Route 50,
hunters' paradise, house has 3 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, 2 fireplaces, vaulted ceilings,
gourmet kitchen, 3-car garage, top of the
line finishing throughout. Very energy
efficient. $1,575,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588

1780 Quaker Barn
Philomont, Virginia

Historic Quaker stone barn built in 1780, complete-
ly restored and updated in the last two years to a 4/5
bedroom, 3 1/2 bath home. 3 fireplaces, exposed 40’
hand hewn ceiling beams, 40’ exposed chestnut log
ceilings in basement, lovely heart pine floors,
exposed fieldstone, flagstone floors in basement.
Approx. 8,500 sq. ft. of living space with another
2,500 sq. ft. available to be finished. Top of line fin-
ishing throughout, exceptional pool with stone ter-
race and outdoor fireplace. $2,200,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588

St. Louis Road
Purcellville, Virginia

Solid brick colonial located between
Middleburg and Purcellville. 4 bedroom
home with hardwood floors throughout, 3
1/2 baths, open kitchen and family room
with wood burning fireplace, bright sun-
room, large unfinished basement. Mature
plantings surround the pool and gazebo.
Gorgeous bank barn with space for an
apartment above. $895,000.
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Rectortown Road
Rectortown, Virginia

Stucco Hunt Box in quaint village setting,
2 tax parcels, 2.92 +/- acres, home circa
1942, 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, and 2 fireplaces.
Improvements include guest home, 3 stall
barn and board fencing. Lovely setting.
$995,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Lincoln Road
Purcellville, Virginia

Beautiful farm on 55.24 acres recorded in 5
parcels. Gently rolling land with lovely
views in protected area near Lincoln.
Contemporary home with 4 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths. 3 fireplaces and 2-car garage.
European style stable with 6 stalls, tack
room, office, wash stall and apartment.
Very private. $1,395,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Harborvale
Middleburg, Virginia

51 acres in Orange County Hunt located
just minutes from town surrounded by
large farms off the highly sought-after
Zulla Road. Interior renovations have
begun. Charming stone cottage, 3 car
garage, stable and tenant house are all in
need of renovation but will make a fine
estate. Currently in two parcels and not yet
in conservation easement. $3,200,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Longfield
Middleburg, Virginia

96 acres of gently rolling open land with
mountain views. Large stone house with
slate and metal roof, 4 bedrooms, 4 1/2
baths, 3 fireplaces, hardwood floors, and
rear flagstone terraces. Recent improvements
include heated pool and cabana. 5-car
garage. $3,495,000.
Paul MacMahon (540) 687-5588
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Please RSVP by email to:
info@visitmiddleburgva.com

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!
The Middleburg Business and

Professional Association invites you
to our December holiday mixer

Tuesday, December 8
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by Santa and his elves
Held at Emmanuel Parish House
105 East Washington Street �
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MIDDLEBURG, VA
Spectacular 1 BR Apartments

Great Locations on
Rte. 50 at Zulla Road & Sam Fred Road

Deck, W/D, Dishwasher, AC
$900 to$1000 per month

__________________________________
Small Office ~ Rte. 50 at Zulla Road

__________________________________
Commercial Retail Space 

Premier Location next to The Red Fox
2 floors large windows. 2900 sq. ft +/-

__________________________________
Rte. 50/Sam Fred Road

New Storage Building $250 per mo.
Large Walled Yard/Heated Building $300 per mo.

Contact Chatsworth Corp
540-687-0343

RENTED
RENTED

FOR RENT

For more information and terms please call Mrs. Reuter, Owner-Agent
703-327-4747  or  540-687-5511

Two spaces on the second floor of desireable building 
in downtown Middleburg may be leased separately 

or combined for larger use.

1150 Sq. Ft. Office
4 rooms, full bath

865 Sq. Ft. Office or Apt.
4 rooms incl. kit., full bath

MIDDLEBURG RENTALS
2Bedroom, 1Bath In-TownApartment.Hardwood floors, eat-in Kitchen,
electric heat pump. Walk to everything. Washer and Dryer. $925.00
Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath. Large Kitchen, all appliances, country
setting off Zulla Road. Yard maintenance included. $1,975.00

Contact CathyBernache (540) 424-7066
THOMASANDTALBOTREALESTATE

VPR, LLC
Licensed & Insured in VA & WVA

Andrew Burnett
Cell: 540-664-2541

Office: 540-722-6071
vaproroofing@comcast.net

We Specialize in Standing Seam Metal

• New RoofiNg • Re-RoofiNg
• ShiNgleS • Metal • RubbeR

• gutteR & DowNSpoutS

Top Quality Timothy Hay
Sq. Bales $5 per Bale

Free Delivery
240-315-2377



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON 540.675.1488

AMRFP.com

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS   •    LOCAL AFFILIATE

THE RETREAT, BLUEMONT, VA
Historic 1799 Manor House overlooking the Va. National
Golf Course and the Shenandoah River. Ready for final
build out as an elegant residence or for the approved com-
mercial use as a restaurant, meeting facility or special events
facility. $1,500,000.

Carol Fochtman 540-272-4334
Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

OATLANDS HAMLET, LEESBURG, VA
54 acre estate owned by the same family for over 100 years.
6 bedroom, 5.5 bath main house; charming 3 bedroom, 3
bath stone guest house and 3 bedroom ranch house.
Contiguous to the Oatlands Plantation estate and protected
by the National Trust's ownership of that property as well as
an easement in favor of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation
on Oatlands Hamlet. $2,900,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

KILLERMONT, WASHINGTON, VA
Award-winning architecture, a stunning view, and exquisite
gardens make this one of Rappahannock's finest gems.
Bordering the Shenandoah National Park, this 31 acre estate
is the ultimate private retreat. Garage, elevator and many
other extras. Every aspect of this 4 bedroom, 5 bath home
on 4 levels is a study of understated luxury. $1,895,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527

OAK STREAM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Located just minutes from the town of Middleburg, this
gracious English Country home is surrounded by 66 acres
of rolling fields, stone walls, majestic oaks and Kirk Branch
Stream meandering throughout the property. A wonderful
open, one level, floor plan with 4 spacious bedrooms and 4
full baths. Separate 3 bedroom cottage, garden shed, 4 bay
garage plus 2 barns and run-in. Very private. $3,900,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
Linda Norris 540-270-7560

DOGWOODS, MARSHALL, VA
Wonderful European style property with custom built one
level residence. Open floor plan, chef's kitchen, light filled
spacious rooms. Charming guest house with stone fireplace,
60 ft. lap pool, wisteria covered outdoor dining pergola &
herb and flower gardens. Beautifully sited on 9+ very private
acres. $1,300,000.

Linda Norris 540-270-7560

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

LIME KILN ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Magnificent stone and brick custom built colonial on 5
wooded acres just outside of Middleburg. Easy access to
Dulles. Lovely private setting surrounded by mature forest
and large farms and estates. Fine materials used throughout
home with slate patios and walks, 11 zone heating and cool-
ing, 7.5 baths, and 5 fireplaces. $1,699,900.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962
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FRANCIS THORNTON VALLEY
Charming French country light filled home in the Francis Thornton Valley
offers energy efficiency in all areas, Energy Star Appliances,  green construction
materials and design on almost 3 acres of open land surrounded by large prop-
erties in the F. T. Valley. Minutes to Shenandoah Nat Park and Old Rag. Ready
to be finished 2nd floor space for additional bedroom and bath. Enjoy the beau-
tiful mountain and pastoral views from all windows. A must see! $649,000.

Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527
Anita Sisney 703-973-1987

WOODSIDE, DELAPLANE, VA
Elegant and historic brick federal house on 32.5 acres. The
first section is circa 1730, with an addition in 1850.
Fabulous views of the Blue Ridge sweep over a large pond.
Huge, well maintained hardwoods stand in the park like
lawn. Lush gardens. Dependencies include a glamorous
pool, a seven stall barn, a large equipment/storage shed with
an apartment attached and two log garden houses. The
property is in the desirable Orange County Hunt. Large
price reduction. $2,900,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

WINDAMERE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Windamere Farm, located in the Orange County Hunt,
comprises 26+ acres improved by a well built, lovely brick
house, seven stall brick stable, large metal building, 3 bay
run-in and shed, garden house, 2 ponds and fenced for hors-
es. A superb location with wonderful ride out. This is a first
time offering of this special property. $2,200,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

FIREFLY COTTAGE, RECTORTOWN, VA
Million dollar views from the lovely front porch greet you at
Firefly Cottage. This reproduction "hunt box" is on the
apron of the most charming and unspoiled village in
Fauquier County. Three bedrooms, 2 baths, sensational
kitchen, fireplace with antique mantel, large back porch and
many other super features in the chic sought after village.
Drastic price reduction. $695,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

CARTER’S MILL, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Very creative and lovely country house on 44 park-like acres
in the Orange County Hunt near Middleburg. Residence,
with 2 bedrooms, is constructed in the footprint of a cen-
turies old water mill. Wonderful views of beautiful land-
scaping and Cromwell's Run which traverses the property.
Separate suite in the lower level with private stone terrace.
Greenhouse, equipment buildings, stone garden house.
Superb weekend retreat or hunt box. $2,200,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222
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FOX MEADOWS, DELAPLANE, VA
Magnificent estate situated in the heart of the Virginia
countryside. The brick Georgian built in 2000 is uniquely
sited on 82 acres comprised of open land, pastoral views,
woodlands and manicured lawn and gardens. The property
has 4 bedrooms, guest suite, 16 foot ceilings, beautiful out-
door terrace, one level living, and large 3 bedroom tenant
house. All this yet only one hour from Washington, DC.
Owner financing available. $3,250,000.

Jim Thompson 540-687-3216
Lynn Wiley 540-253-7441
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