
Daniel Morrow

On Monday, Monday, May 7, 
the Board of Directors of the 
Middleburg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment accused its former Treasurer, 

Paul Draisey, of embezzlement.
In a prepared statement Counsel for 

the Board, Middleburg Attorney Ed MacMa-
hon, charged that Draisey, over the last three 
years, had “embezzled a substantial amount 
of funds from the Department.”   The amount 
in question, MacMahon said, “ . . . approaches 
$500,000.

According to MacMahon, once the evi-
dence that funds were missing “came to light, 
Mr. Draisey was ‘”immediately confronted 
and the facts related to the embezzlement 
were immediately reported to the Loudoun 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investiga-
tion Unit.

“The Board,” he said, “deeply regrets 
that this incident has taken place and is taking 
every step available to see that it never hap-
pens again.  This violation of the public trust is 
completely unacceptable to the Board.”

Due to “the ongoing criminal investiga-

tion” of the charges, MacMahon concluded, 
he was “not able to go into more detail,” say-
ing only that the “Middleburg Fire Depart-
ment has been, and will continue to, cooperate 
fully with this criminal investigation.

A forensic audit of the department’s fi-
nancial records is being conducted, he report-
ed, noting “It is the Board’s intention to make 
the audit results public on the first appropriate 
date that those results can be released . . .. “

On behalf of the Board he assured area 
residents that Middleburg’s fire fighters and 
emergency medical service personnel remain 
on duty, and expressed his hope that “ . . our 
appreciation for what they do for all of us will 
not be diminished by these unfortunate events, 
for which none of them is responsible.”

Reaction
The small audience gathered at Town 

Hall for the press conference, including the 
Mayor, Volunteer Fire Department Officers, 
and representatives of three local media orga-
nizations sat for some time in what can only 
be described as stunned silence.

One unidentified attendee stood and took 
the Board to task for apparently “forgetting” all the 
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Even well read Civil War buffs may 
have only a vague notion of the 
1863 battles of Aldie, Middleburg 
and Upperville, but there were 1,500 

combined casualties at these three intercon-
nected battles, more than were suffered at the 
Battle of Brandy Station, the largest cavalry 
battle of the Civil War.

Recently, Virginia Governor Robert 
McDonnell and other state officials joined 
the Civil War Trust and the Northern Virgin-
ia Regional Park Authority at the National 
Sporting Library & Museum to announce 
an exciting public-private partnership to 
preserve Mt. Defiance, a key portion of the 
Middleburg Battlefield.

The news conference took place at 
the National Sporting Library and Museum. 
Joining Governor McDonnell was Director 
of Historic Resources Kathleen Kilpatrick, 
Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources 
Doug Domenech, Civil War Trust President 
James Lighthizer and Northern Virginia 
Regional Park Authority executive director 
Paul Gilbert.

“Protecting irreplaceable 
historic sites like Mount Defiance 
at Middleburg is always a cause 
for celebration,” McDonnell said.

“By working together in 

partnership to set aside this hallowed ground, 
we are honoring the Commonwealth’s past 
and simultaneously making an investment in 
its future.” 

The commonwealth will provide a 
$432,000 Transportation Enhancement grant 
to assist in the permanent protection of the 
property, according to the governor’s office. 

The site, located in both Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties was the scene of a Civil 
War cavalry battle on June 19th, 1863.

“This public private partnership gives 
us an opportunity to save five key acres asso-
ciated with the beginning of the 1863 Gettys-
burg Campaign,” explained Civil War Trust 
President Jim Lighthizer.

“This Mount Defiance tract, part of the 
Middleburg Battlefield, will preserve the key 
position where troopers from Maine, New 
York, and Pennsylvania fought Stuart’s forc-
es from North Carolina and Virginia.”

Join us as we work to save Mount De-
fiance at the Middleburg Battlefield, to do-
nate, please visit http://www.civilwar.org

Virginia Provides $432,000
to Help Save Mt. Defiance

Playing with Fire

(left to right): NVRPA Executive Director Paul Gilbert, NVRPA Board Member & Vice-
Chair Stella Koch (Fairfax), NVRPA Board Member Dan Kaseman (Loudoun), Governor 
Robert McDonnell, NVRPA Board Member Michael Nardolilli (Arlington) Civil War 
Historic Trust President O. James Lighthizer, Director of Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources Kathleen Kilpatrick, NVRPA Board Member Joan Rokus (Loudoun) 
and NVRPA Board Chairman Brian Knapp (Fairfax City).
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Middleburg Eccentric is published monthly 
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s policy for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. 
We encourage and support advertising and 
marketing programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtain housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to Virginia’s fair housing law which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status, handicap or intention 
to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept advertising for real estate that violates 
the fair housing law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on equal opportunity 
basis. For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint call the Virginia Fair Housing 
office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free call (888) 
551-3247. For the hearing impaired call (804) 
367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virginia.
gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org

Please consider us for all your Real Estate Needs

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 fax 540.687.3966 middleburgrealestate.com

  
       

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

Middleburg
real estate 540.687.6321

540-270-3835 $4,900,000Peter Pejacsevich

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

DresDen Farm now available– this beautifully Maintained 125 acre 
horse farM includes a circa 1785 5 bedrooM Main house, a 12 stall bel-
Mont barn with 8 paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
separate tack rooM. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond. 

britain rD - lovettsville - country property in serene setting with 
Mature trees only Minutes to leesburg, purcellville, and the Marc 
train.  lovely 4 bedrooM, 3.5 bath hoMe with front porch, patio, 2 
tiered deck and 2 car garage. possiblein–law suite. 3 fireplaces.  3 
stall center aisle barn. fenced paddocks. all on 3.49 acres

sousa Place, aldie - reduced! entertainers dreaM on 2+ acres in 
private neighborhood.expansive gourmet kitchen,ss appl, built in desk 
and separate coMputer/hobby area.den on Main level possible bed-
rooM and connects onto full bath.large Master bedrooM w/sitting 
area and luxury bath.sunroom leads to beautiful deck and patio w/
water fountain and coy pond. stone retaining walls,separate work-
shop w/electric,3 car side load garage.

703-774-6109  $799,999marqui simmons

john mosby hwy – uPPerville - charMing 4 bedrooM house in a 
priMe upperville location! built in 1840, and tastefully updated with 
new hardwood floors throughout,great bathrooMs and kitchen, and 
a working fire place! everything is freshly painted, bright and clean. 
turn-key! there is a huge, partly finished space with concrete floors 
that can be used as a workshop, or finished to fit the 

540-533-7453 $495,000.marcy cantatore

clover hill – waterford - Quality built custoM hoMe in a pictur-
esQue private location w/ views! Many features-- including gourMet 
kitchen, custoM cherry cabinets, brazilian cherry hardwoods, 2 fire-
places, deck. patio & a black salt water inground pool!!. bonus 
rooM is being used as 4th br. seller will consider installing a closet & 
door. shed with electric. fenced in yard plus fenced dog area. friendly 
dog—carl

roseDown ct – Middleburg - rooM for horses, barn & pool - 4 board 
fencing. huge kitchen with wolf & subzero appliances, granite & cus-
toM cabinats . 4bedrooMs and 3bathrooMs on 2nd floor & finished 
3rd floor with bedrooM and bath -  large sitting rooM perfect for 
guests.  rear porch, 3 car garage. 5 Miles froM Middleburg. 

540-270-3835 $3,975,000Peter Pejacsevich

white oaks Farm, - miDDleburg - now available. 60 outstanding acres 
in the exclusive foxcroft area just 10 minutes from middleburg. turn-
key horse farm with a beautifully restored 1890’s 4 bedroom, 2 full 2 
half bath Manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard 
stable with an iMpressive party/hunt breakfast rooM, 7 paddocks with new 
fencing. 2 additional dwellings.

Foxcross Farm – middleburg amazing 148+/- acre fox cross estate 
with gated entrance & stream just 2 miles from middleburg. huge 7 
bed, 7 bath all brick Manor hoMe w/Massive rooM sizes and three fin-
ished levels. expansive deck overlooks the pool and patio. wooded & 
open acreage with fenced pastures, 2 barns and two guest houses. sub-
dividable land not in easeMent.   
  

white goose ln - Purcellville - Picturesque english country 
Family home w/lake & Pool. master main w/luxurious bathroom; 
gourmet kitchen/Family room; FirePlace & viking aPPliances. tileD 
muD room w/seParate launDry room anD loo. Full rec. room & 
sPorts bar w/FirePlace. gym & seParate Playroom. au Pair/granny 
suite. exPansive outDoor living sPace. Deck, v.Private Pool w/ter-
race. Prvt boating/Fishing Dock miDDleburg area.

540-454-1399  $1,399,000wenDy anDrews

 Possum hollow – delaplane - stunning custom colonial on approx. 
25 acres in a gorgeous setting. beautifully decorated and landscaped. 
high ceilings, sun-filled rooMs - wood floors & fabulous windows cap-
ture Magnificent views froM every rooM. ideal for horses or a gracious 
country lifestyle. located in piedMont hunt.

540-270-3835                            $ 1,485,000Peter Pejacsevich 540-4703-408-0719  $1,300,000scott buzzelli

540-533-7543 $499,000.Peter Pejacsevich

540-270-3835                            $ 3,200,000Peter Pejacsevich

beaverDam briDge rD – Purcellville - outstanding 20 acre geM with 
elevated, unobstructed views of the blue ridge, bull run and cobbler 
Mountains, and surrounded by open land

540-270-3835                              $ 715,000Peter Pejacsevich

540-533-7453 $657,000.marcy cantatore

 Pyletown - boyce -turnkey horse operation. 19 stall 2 aisle barn 
with feed rooM, wash stalls.and tack rooM with washer & dryer. 
nice sized indoor ring. 6 fenced fields. 4 bay Machine shed. 3 barn 
apartMents. . virginia outdoor foundation conservation easeMent. 
house features 6 bedrooMs each with own bath. hugh screened 
porch. in ground pool. sold as–is just needs some updating.

540-533-7453                               $ 775,000marcy cantatore
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THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

CHimNeyS

magNoLia HiLL

c. 1880, delightful stucco Virginia Farmhouse on 1+
acre in historic Rectortown s3 Bedrooms, 2.5
Baths sFormal Dining Room s Living Room with
Fireplace s Paneled Den with Fireplace sLarge
Kitchen s Front Porch and Terrace sSweeping
lawns, stone walls, and small stream sIdeal
country living.Great Country location.   $665,000

Cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

FieLdSToNe

aSPeN HiLL

Just 2 ½ miles west of  the village of  Middleburg, and on
a quiet lane in the Aspen Hill neighborhood s Lovely 3
Bedroom 2 Full Bath, 2 ½ Bath home on just over 2
acres s Master Bedroom on main level s Hardwood, tile
and carpeted floors s Brick Fireplace sCrown Molding
s Vaulted ceilings s Tray ceiling s Extensive Landscap-
ing s Storage Shed s Private Deck s Attached 2 Car
Garage s Full Basement   $505,800

Barrington Hall (540)454-6601

CHeSTNUT HoLLow

Wonderful small horse farm privately located on
14+ acres between Middleburg and The Plains in
Orange County Hunt. Nestled in a small valley, the
farm includes main house, guest house and a barn
apartment. 7-stall center aisle barn, indoor arena
with observation area, storage & machine sheds,
fenced paddocks, small pond and creek. Lovely
pool and gardens. Great ride out.         $1,175,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Lake PoiNT

RoUNd HiLL-Wonderful Lake Point Community
with Sleeter Lake access. Lovely light filled Colonial 4
Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home, Master bedroom with 2 walk-
in closets, double vanity, soaking tub/sep shower, 10 Ft
ceilings throughout, Hardwood floors in Foyer and
Kitchen, Family room with gas fireplace open to kitchen
and breakfast area with patio doors opening to the deck
and fenced in yard, attached 2 car garage.             $364,500

Cathy Bernache (540)424-7066

SHeN. RiveR FaRm

Turn-key horse farmwith a thriving boarding &
lesson business with children, ponies & horses.
Dressage, show jumping & cross country can be
taught here on 18+ acres and only minutes from
the I-81 & I-66 merge. Dressage arena,220x100,
Riding arena, 100x250 and indoor 50x76. Brick
Colonial sits majestically on a knoll in a curve of
the Shenadoah River.                             $875,000

Susie ashcom (540) 729-1478

RamBLewood LaNe

Excellent opportunity to build your dream home
on a rare 3.69 acre parcel! Just off  Foxcroft Road,
down a quiet dead-end lane, this property is only
minutes to town & surrounded by large farms.
County approved 5-bedroom septic field. House
site located on top of  a hill. Parcel also contains
existing 1970’s farm house which is tenant
occupied. Property is offered “as is”        $250,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Custom Southern Living Home built of  fieldstone
in 2001, beautifully sited on a knoll with western
views sFirst floor master bedroom with double
master bath sCountry kitchen opens into the
informal dining, family room and sun room
s 3,000 sq. ft. unfinished, walkout basement s4 car
garage s7 acres s1 mile west of  Middleburg. 

$1,375,000
Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

An English country estate, "Chimneys" exudes
charm. Main house, c1790 with later additions, is
stucco over log and frame, has heart of  pine
floors, beamed ceilings, 5 FPs, 6 Bs, 5 FBs, 2 HBs,
boxwood and perennial gardens. Stone guest
cottage, c1770, is 3 floors with 1B-1FB. Pool-
house has flagstone floors, pickled walls, 2 FPS,
1B-1FB. 2-car garage, barns, sheds, 12.5 acres.   

$1,595,000
Sheryl Heckler (540) 272-4300
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Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Appleton Campbell, Inc. 
in Warrenton, Virginia, 
has been awarded the 
prestigious 2011 An-

gie’s List Super Service Award.  
This honor is bestowed annually 
on approximately five percent of 
all of the businesses rated on the 
nation’s leading provider of con-
sumer reviews of local service 
companies.  

This award reflects Appleton 
Campbell’s consistently high level 
of customer service to its heating 
and air conditioning customers.    

“Only a fraction of the busi-
nesses rated on Angie’s List can 
claim the sterling customer ser-
vice record of being a Super Ser-
vice Award winner because we 
set a high bar,” said Angie’s List 
Founder Angie Hicks. “The fact 
that Appleton Campbell, Inc. can 
claim Super Service Award status 
speaks volumes about their dedi-
cation to consumers,” she contin-
ued.

Angie’s List Super Service 
Award winners have met strict 
eligibility requirements.  These in-
clude: earning a minimum number 
of reports; obtaining an exemplary 
rating from their customers; and 
abiding by the operational guide-
lines of Angie’s List.

“We are extremely honored 
to receive the Angie’s List Super 
Service Award,” commented Mike 
Appleton, president of Appleton 

Campbell, Inc.  “Our technicians 
are dedicated to providing excep-
tional customer service and com-
plete customer satisfaction and 
this award reflects that,” he shared.   

Appleton Campbell, Inc. 
provides heating, air condition-
ing, plumbing, and electrical ser-
vices to customers throughout the 
Northern Piedmont and Northern 
Virginia Region.  Honesty, integ-
rity, and exceptional customer ser-
vice have been the cornerstones 
of Appleton Campbell’s business 
since they opened their doors in 
1976.  For additional information 
about Appleton Campbell, Inc. 
please visit appletoncampbell.
com.	

Appleton Campbell, Inc. 
Earns Coveted Angie’s List 
Super Service Award

Jan and Geoff Ogden, with 
Coppersun (wearing a king’s 
crown) celebrating his 30th 
birthday at a champagne 

lunch held in his honor.    Cop-
per, as he is known, was Mary-
land bred, with historic ancestry 
that includes Polynesian, Bull Lee 
and Man of War.  But, he has lived 
his entire life in Virginia, with a 
winning career as a steeplechase 
racer, and then after an injury, a 
foxhunter.  Coppesunr came to 
the Ogdens when he was eight 
and foxhunted with Geoff for 14 
years.  For the past several years, 
he has been and continues to trail 

ride with Jan and other friends 
from his home at Kailua Farm in 
Marshall.  

Coppersun Marks 30

Kim and Linda Hart are 
pleased to announce 
the engagement of 
their daughter, Celie, 

to Shane O’Brien of Eugene, Or-
egon. The two met while attending 
Boston University. Celie is cur-

rently working as a Content Editor 
in social media at Hill-Holliday--a 
leading marketing and PR firm in 
Boston. This fall, Shane will begin 
a Masters in Clinical Social Work 
at Boston College. 

Hart & O’Brien Engaged
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With both Mayor Betsy 
Davis and Public Safety 
Chair Bundles Murdock 
away, Vice Mayor C. 

Darlene Kirk presided over the regular 
monthly meeting of the Middleburg 
Town Council on Thursday, May 10.  

Budget Hearing
Council scheduled the required 

public hearing on the Town’s annual 
budget to coincide with its May 24th 
work session.  

According to Town Administra-
tor Semmes, Middleburg’s real estate 
tax will not being “increased” under 
the proposed budget, but “equalized.”  
An increase in tax “rates” will be re-
quired to balance the Town’s budget, 
but individual taxpayers, for the most 
part, will pay approximated the same 

dollar amount of real estate taxes as 
they did last year

The budget also projects a six 
percent increase in utility rates.  

Semmes told Council she had 
prepared an ad to notify citizens of the 
increase in on a quarterly basis, but had 
been reluctant to do so while  Council 
was still considering moving to a bi-
monthly billing system.   

Parking
Town Administrator Semmes 

reported that, in 2006, the last time the 
Town had a parking permit program, it 
charged $300/year per space.  Only one 
or two permits were sold.

She suggested that if the Coun-
cil wanted institute a new program, ten 
spaces be set aside and offered for an  
annual fee of $320/space.  

On a motion by Mark Snyder 
Council then directed Town Staff “to 

develop and implement a parking per-
mit along those lines,  with the $320 
fees payable in quarterly increments. 

Thanks to Chief Klugh
At its Thursday, April 26, work 

session Council unanimously adopted 
a resolution “extending its apprecia-
tion to William F. Klugh for his service 
as the Chief of Police for the Town of 
Middleburg.”

Councilmember and Public 
Safety Chair Bundles Murdock said 
that it had “been an honor and a plea-
sure to work with Chief Klugh” noting 
that “he left the Town better than when 
he arrived.” 

Council expressed special 
thanks to Klugh “for the time he spent 
helping the Council hire his replace-
ment.” 

Chief Klugh thanked Council 
for the opportunity to serve and said 

that he had told everyone who applied 
for the job the “he could not have been 
asked to be treated better.”

Noting that he still had mixed 
feelings about retiring; Klugh said he 
was confident that Middleburg’s new 
Chief, A.J. Panebianco “would do a 
great job.”  

The New Chief
Middleburg’s new Chief of Po-

lice, A. J. Panebianco reported that he 
was working hard to meet as many 
people as possible in the community, 
and had recently attended his first Bizz 
Buzz meeting.  

He has assigned officers to ad-
dress speeding and other traffic issues 
raised by Council at its last work ses-
sion, including the identification of vis-
ibility problems caused by overgrown 
trees and shrubbery

Noting that he has been genu-

inely overwhelmed by the warm wel-
come he has received,  Panebianco told 
Council that “the town has more than 
lived up to his expectations; and, he 
truly hopes to live up to theirs.”  

Panebianco has already visited 
Middleburg Elementary School and 
The Hill School, and reports he and his 
officers are looking forward to hosting 
National Night Out on August 7, and to 
offering Middleburg area children and 
families “something fun to do that was 
related to safety.”

Pilates Studio Application
Joan Strahler, a resident of the 

Middleburg since 1991, appeared be-
fore Council on May 10 to ask their 
help with regulations preventing her 
from  opening what she termed “a 
small Pilates studio on the second floor 
of 101 West Federal Street”   The stu-
dio,  she said, would have only one 
room and a few pieces of simple equip-
ment.  It would serve  private clients 
and small groups no larger tan four or 
five people.  

When she asked the Town Of-
fice what would be required for her 
to open, she said, she was informed 
she would need to apply for a special 
exception permit, like that required to 
open “a large commercial gym.”

 Suggesting that operating a 
small Pilates studio was more akin to 
running a physical therapy office than a 
Gold’s Gym, Strahler told Council that 
“if she had to get a special exception 
permit it would be a financial hardship 
and she would not be able to afford to 
open the studio”

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes later reported Town staff was 
working with Strahler; and would like 
to discuss the possibility amending the 
Town’s legal definition of a “fitness 
center” at the next Council work ses-
sion. A distinction could and should 
be made, she noted, between large and 
small operations.

Notng that Strahler wanted to 
open as soon as possible, she suggested 
discussing the options at the Council’s 
next work session.  

Town Planner David Beniamino 
then noted that just such a change in 
the Town’s zoning ordinance had been 
discussed by the Planning Commission 
several years ago and they had reject-
ed it.  He asked for Council guidance 
before approaching the  Commission 
again. 

Town Administrator Semmes 
suggested Beniamino draft language 
for the work session discussion; Coun-
cil agreed; and Beniamino reminded 
all concerned that “amending the ordi-
nance would be a lengthy process.”  

When Councilmember Trow-
bridge Littleton suggested Council 
give Ms. Strahler a waiver, Council-
member Kathy Jo Shea observed that 
“this was not the only situation where 
the ordinance applied.” 

Mark Snyder then observed that 
simply granting a waiver might well 
constitute the first misstep on a slip-
pery slope.

Beniamino agreed, noting that a 
passing a legal waiver “would require 
the same length of time as an ordinance 
amendment.”

 Town Administrator Semmes 
suggested that, at the very least, Town 
Council and the Zoning Commission 
might hold joint public hearings to 
save time.    

Christmas in Middleburg
Councilmember Kevin Hazard 

reported that he has already received 
e-mails from Jim Herbert, Chairman of 
the Christmas in Middleburg Commit-
tee, outlining first steps toward build-
ing a larger donor base for this year’s 
celebrations.

Hazard said the Middleburg 
Players will soon be asked to be part of 
the parade, and that the committee was 
doing its best to discover other things 
people would like to do in Middleburg 
during the celebrations.
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Middleburg real estate

Outstanding 53 ac race training facility able 
tO cOnvert tO turnkey OperatiOn fOr eventers, 
hunter/jumpers, dressage. 5 lOcal hunts in 30 
min drive. primary barn has 28 stalls with Of-
fice, vet and tack rOOms. secOnd barn enclOses 
2 eurOsizers and easily cOnverted tO indOOr ring 
80x150x20’. 15 paddocks on 35 acres. House site
.                                                                       $1,947,500

703.447.9505
the perch ~ the plains, va

wOnderful lOcatiOn \in Orange cOunty hunt. 
lOvely 3 bedrOOm cOntempOrary with fabulOus 
kitchen/ dining rOOm. large living rOOm with 
fireplace. full suite On lOwer level with great 
rOOm, kitchen, fireplace, bedrOOm & bath. stOne 
terraces back and frOnt. pOOl. separate garage 
with guest suite/ Office. 2 stall barn with full 
bath/ grOOm quarters. fenced paddOck. privacy. 
landscaping.                                           $1,225,000

haps lane ~ purcellville, va

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

Twenty Third Annual
ONE DAY SALE

40% off
Every Item

Saturday, June 16th
Only

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

540-687-6997

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

On Saturday, April 
21st., an enthusias-
tic crowd joined Live 
An Artful Life Gal-

lery for their show “4 Women 
Paint”, in The Plains, VA.  The 
idea of artists and gallery own-
er’s, Tom and Linda Neel, the 
event was filled with art lovers 
and artistic novices, who came 
to watch professional artists 
Trisha Adams, Elaine Elinsky, 
Christine Lashley, Libby Ste-
vens, all paint from life - with 
a twist.

With one large floral ar-
rangement placed in the gal-
lery’s atrium, the concept had 
each of the four talented artists 
surrounding it, as each painted 

a still life. Not only were the 
onlookers able to see four dif-
ferent artist’s interpretations 
of the same subject matter, at 
least three different mediums 
- oil, acrylic and pastel, were 
also used.  This really allowed 
everyone watch the individual 
processes of each artist devel-
op towards a completed work 
of art.

The wonderful opportu-
nity of questions and answers 
were abundant by the audience 
and artists, as the four worked 
away at each of their paint-
ings.   “It was a joy to see so 
many of artistic types in the 
group being mentored on the 
spot”, says Tom Neel.   “This 

was a fun event for all that 
joined us and they’ll be happy 
to know it will become an-
nual.”

The show, which runs 
through May 13th, also has at 
least four paintings available 
by each artist and rounding 
out the theme as a superb add-
ed bonus, Delaplane Cellars 
joined in with a paring of four 
delicious wines. The gallery is 
located at 6474 Main Street in 
The Plains.  For more informa-
tion about the gallery and the 
show, please visit LiveAnArt-
fulLife.com or call 540-253-
9797.

“4 WOMEN PAINT” and Many Watch

Everyone enjoyed the 
Land Trust of Virgin-
ia’s 15th annual Gar-
den Party to Save the 

Virginia Countryside at Dr. 
Vas and Linda Devan’s Rock 
Hill Farm in the heart of horse 
country.  

Rock Hill Farm’s beauti-
fully restored rural farmhouse 
(built in 1797) and its sur-
rounding farm complex were 
judged eligible for the Virginia 
Landmarks Register in 2008, 
and the farm’s gorgeous patio 

offers truly majestic views of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
the west.  

During the Garden Party, 
the Land Trust of Virginia an-
nounced their 2012 award win-
ners:  Kathy Milam and Barbara 
Riggs were named Landown-
ers of the Year;  Malcolm and 
Pamela Baldwin were named 
Land Stewards of the Year, and 
Mrs. Edie Smart and Ms. Peggy 
Arundel were named Conser-
vationists of the Year.  Previous 
winners of the Conservationist 

of the Year include Mrs. Linda 
Porter and Mrs. Maggie Bry-
ant.

This year’s event also 
highlighted a “Farm to Table” 
celebration of local foods and 
wine, featuring Chef Jason 
Lage, proprietor of Market 
Table Bistro in Lovettsville, 
Virginia, who prepared all the 
food for the Garden Party. In 
addition, a wide variety of lo-
cal wines and desserts were 
also served.  

Land Trust of Virginia Honors Local 
Preservationists, Stewards & Conservationists

Middleburg’s 36th 
Annual Free 
Church Home-
coming—a unique 

ecumenical tradition with 
roots in the late 1700’s—will 
take place on Sunday, June 
17th at Middleburg Baptist 
Church, 209 East Federal 
Street, Middleburg. 

Bringing together the 
clergy and choirs of eight area 
churches, this joint service is 
held every June at Middleburg 
Baptist, site of the origi-
nal “Old Free Church” con-
structed in the late 1700’s. 
The Old Free Church, built 
on land donated by the Levin 
Powell family, founders of 
Middleburg, was known as a 
‘free church’ because it was 
dedicated as “a place where 
all the people can worship.” 

The Baptist, Episcopal 
and Methodist churches of 
Middleburg, as well as the 
Presbyterian Church in Aldie, 
held their services there until 
the original building was de-
stroyed in the mid-19th cen-
tury. A second Free Church, 
built on the same site in 1840, 
today serves as the sanctu-
ary of the Middleburg Baptist 
Church, host of the Home-
coming celebration. 

The modern Free Church 
Hoecoming celebration was 
inaugurated as an annual ec-
umenical service during the 
1976 Bicentennial. At that 
time, Our Redeemer Epis-
copal Church, Long Branch 

Baptist Church, and St. Ste-
phen the Martyr Catholic 
Church joined the originating 
churches thereby adding to 
the celebration’s ecumenical 
spirit.

 Responsibility for the 
service rotates year-to-year 

among the participating 
churches. The service begins 
at 11:00 a.m. and is followed 
by a potluck picnic with the 
entrée provided by the host 
church. Childcare is provided 
for the service and all events 
are open to the public.

Ecumenical Free Church Homecoming 
Service to be held June 17th  

Money, Parking, Business

Continued Page  8
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News of Note

STRAIGHTER TEETH – HEALTHIER GUMS – SUNNY SMILES

TAKE ON SUMMER 
WITH A FRESH 

NEW SMILE!

Summer is a great time for relaxation and renewal. There is  no 

better way to refresh your smile this summer than with 

Invisalign®. Your chance to have a new smile has just gotten 

easier with our SUMMER SPECIAL. Call our office today to 

schedule your complimentary Invisalign consultation.

$500 Off
INVISALIGN
TREATMENT

**If your case is started on 
May 31, 2012**

Dr. Faline Davenport
 Invisalign 

ELITE 
Preferred 
Provider!

COMPLIMENTARY

Invisalign®

CONSULTATION

Dr. Faline Davenport
703.754.7151

7521 Virginia Oaks Drive
Suite 230

Gainesville, VA 20155

Mt. Zion Historical Park 
Opens to Public for 
Monthly Programs

Historic 1851 Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, which 
sits alongside Rt. 50 east 
of Gilbert’s Corner, will 

open its doors to the public again 
this year for guided tours and liv-
ing history programs on the fourth 
Sunday of each month, April 22 
through October 28, from 1:00 – 
5:00 PM.

Used as a place of worship 
by members of the Old School 
Baptists from 1851 until 1980, 
Mt. Zion Church and its adjoining 
cemetery witnessed fighting during 
the Civil War, but also served in 
the aftermath of battle as a hospi-
tal for the wounded and as a final 
resting place for some who fought 
in the war.  It’s also known as the 
first, and frequent, meeting site of 
Confederate guerilla fighter John 
Singleton Mosby and his Rang-
ers, and was used intermittedly as a 
barracks and prison during the war.

A renewed focus for this 
year’s tours will be the historic 
graffiti found on sections of the in-
terior wall, according to Site Super-
visor Tracy J. Gillespie. 

“Mt. Zion is one of several 
sites where soldiers from both 
North and South spent time, usual-
ly recuperating from wounds or ill-
ness,” commented Gillespie.  “Per-
haps as a way to say ‘I was here 
and I mattered,’ they sometimes 

signed their names and regiment 
affiliation on the walls.  “We’re 
busy deciphering the writing now.”  

Mt. Zion is one of five sites 
featured in the soon to be published 
Northern Virginia Civil War Graf-
fiti Trail brochure.  It will give visi-
tors directions to the historic sites 
in the area where they can see the 
handwriting of Union and Confed-
erate soldiers on the walls. 

Also new to Mt. Zion later 
this year will be interpretive signs 
around the property, explaining the 
history of the church and grounds 
to visitors whenever they arrive 
at the site.  Included will be the 
history of the Old School Baptist 
Church, whose attendees followed 
doctrines and practices of the origi-
nal Baptists, claimed to be the New 
Testament church. 

Admission to the fourth Sun-
day programs & tours is free, but 
donations are gratefully accepted.  

For more information, 
contact Tracy J. Gillespie at tgil-
lespie@nvrpa.org or call her at 
Aldie Mill Historical Park, 703-
327-9777.

Mt. Zion Historical Park 
and Aldie Mill Historical Park are 
owned and operated by Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority.  
For more information about NVR-
PA, visit www.nvrpa.org.

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Your LOCAL one call does it all for your Satelite TV, Internet

540-905-2454
Authorized Installer for

DirecTV & exede
Innovative web acceleration technology

             *Up to 12 Mbps download speed *Up to 3 Mbps 
upload speed *10 gigabyte monthly allowance

$54.99 per month 

Cell phone Boosters ~ Wi-Fi Internet 
Set-up & Configuration of Home Networks

We at SAT-MAN Communications practice EXCELLENT 
customer service while

GUARANTYING your 100% satisfaction with every job
WWW.SAT-MAN.COM  SATMAN@SAT-MAN.COM

SAT-MAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
P.O. BOX 478, Marshall, VA 20116

Middleburg Bank, 
a wholly owned 
subsidiary of 
Middleburg Fi-

nancial Corporation (Nasdaq: 
MBRG) announced today that 
Andy McLean has been pro-
moted to Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Commercial Relationship 
Manager and Regional Com-
munity Executive.  

Gary R. Shook, 
Middleburg Bank’s CEO said 
“This promotion is in recogni-
tion of Andy’s contributions 
since he joined the Bank in 
February, 2011 as well as our 
need to have a regional execu-
tive to oversee our growing 

presence in Richmond and Wil-
liamsburg.”

Mr. McLean contin-
ues to be responsible for all 
Middleburg Bank activities 
within the Bank’s newest Fi-
nancial Service Center in Rich-
mond as well as providing 
executive leadership for the 
Williamsburg FSC.

Prior to joining 
Middleburg Bank, Mr. McLean 
spent the majority of his bank-
ing career in Richmond, serv-
ing in leadership roles with 
Essex Bank, Central Fidelity 
Bank, Jefferson National Bank, 
Resource Bank and First Capi-
tal Bank.

Middleburg Bank 
Promotes Andy McLean
Well-regarded Richmond banker promoted to 
Executive Vice PresidentAs of April 30, 2012, 

the friends of the 
Middleburg Public Li-
brary reported that they 

had raised well over half,  61%,  
of the $775,000 needed to com-
plete the work of doubling the 
size of the current facility.

Most of those funds have 
been raised to date through gen-
erous personal contributions from  
“Cornerstone” and “Leadership” 
level contributors.

An equally generous re-
sponse to a mail campaign 

launched on April 24 will be nec-
essary to bring the project home.

More than $1,900 was 
raised during the library’s May 
12 Used Book Sale.

In the meantime Middleburg 
Bank has approved a bridge loan.

The Town of Middleburg  
has approved and issued the all 
important Location Permit.

The Middleburg Communi-
ty Center has formally approved 
the facility’s final design. 

For more information, in-
cluding drawing and floor plans 

for the new facility go to new 
Friends’ website at:   www.mid-
dleburglibraryfriends.org

Webmaster Bill Ferster is a 
former member of the Middleburg 
Library Advisory Board was an 
active participant in the develop-
ment of the 2010 strategic plan 
that set expansion as the Friends 
top priority if they were to contin-
ue to meet the growing demands 
of the community.

Librarian Tia Maggio pro-
vided the extraordinary artwork 
for the website. 

Middleburg Library Expansion

Local Students 
Fly High at Kite 
Contest

On Saturday March 31, 
Hill School’s “Teen & 
Team Saturday” went 
on a field trip to the 

National Mall’s Cherry Blossom 
Festival to compete in the Nation-
al Kite Festival! Sponsored this 
year by Japan . Joan Gardiner’s 
10 art students entered the Kite 
Festivals Competion’s handmade 
youth kites ages 12-15 division 
with their beautiful handmade 
kites. The winners were an-
nounced as we were rushing back 
to catch the bus.1st place was Er-
nesto Cortes of Middleburg, 2nd 
place was Guadelupe Sandoval of 
Middleburg and in 3rd place Tay-
lor Moore of Upperville.The Na-
tional Kite Festival! Sponsored 
this year by Japan .

The highly successful Book 
Fair organized last year by 
the NSLM will become an 
annual event with the sec-

ond scheduled as part of  the 53rd 
Hunt Country Stable Tour on Sat-
urday, May 26th,  Memorial Day 
weekend.  

The NSL&M Book Fair 
opens at 10 a.m. and closes at 5 
p.m. The  event is free and open 
to the public.   Book signings and 
scheduled brief lectures by five 
authors will take place in the Li-
brary’s lecture hall, the Founders’ 
Room and in a duplicate book sale 

on the upper level 
The Book Fair will offer 

book signings and scheduled brief 
lectures by five authors in the Li-
brary’s lecture hall and the Found-
ers’ Room.  A duplicate book sale 
to benefit the Book Acquisition 
Fund will be organized on the up-
per level. 

Author book signings and 
lectures will be scheduled as fol-
lows:

1l a.m.:   Kathryn Masson – 
Hunt Country Style; Stables: Beau-
tiful Paddocks, Horse Barns, and 
Tack Rooms; Historic Houses of 

Virginia: Great Plantation Houses, 
Mansions, and Country Places. 

12 noon:  Patrick Smith-
wick – Flying Change: A Return to 
Steeplechasing; Racing My Father: 
Growing up with a Riding Legend 

1 p.m.:    Elizabeth Letts 
with guest Harry de Leyer    – The 
Eighty Dollar Champion: Snow-
man, the Horse that Inspired a 
Nation, debuted on the New York 
Times Hardcover 

Non-fiction Bestseller list 
2 p.m.  Anne Hambleton – 

Raja: Story of a Racehorse, a book 
for young readers 11 & older

3 p.m.  F. Turner Reuter, 
Jr. – Animal & Sporting Artists in 
America. 

National Sporting Library & Museum 
Book Fair Saturday



Page 8   Middleburg Eccentric    •   May 24, 2012 ~ June 28, 2012 Middleburg Eccentric    •  May 24, 2012 ~ June 28, 2012 Page 9

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

News of Note

Treat Dad to a Five-Star
Father’s Day Dinner at Goodstone.*

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 24th: Hunt Country Happy Hour (5-7pm)

June 15th: Goodstone Wine Dinner Event (6:30pm)
June 17th: Father’s Day Dinner

June 30th: Bar B Q Cooking Class with Chef Walden (11am-3pm)
Join us mid-week for our specially-priced lunch and dinner menus

* Call now for reservations for Father’s Day Dinner on June 17th!

Condé Nast Johansens Award Winner: “MOST EXCELLENT INN - 2011” / “MOST EXCELLENT INN - 2012” Finalist
OpenTable Diner’s Choice Award Winner: “TOP 100 BEST RESTAURANTS IN THE USA - 2011”

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM
36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table.

A  V I S I T  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N AT I O N  R E S TA U R A N T

Goodstone MAY Ad Middleb. Ecc. _Layout 1  5/10/12  5:12 PM  Page 1

facebook.com/appletoncampbell               

PLUMBING   HEATING   
AIR CONDITIONING   ELECTRICAL

PR
O

M
PT

 PR
OFESSIONAL SERVICE SINCE 1976

PR
O

M
PT

 PR
OFESSIONAL SERVICE SINCE 1976

Guaranteed
 Service  

 Up-Front Prices   
 Satisfaction

appletoncampbell.com

(540)347-0765 Warrenton

(703)754-3301 Gainesville

(540)825-6332 Culpeper

50+ Point 
Air Conditioning 
& Whole House 

Plumbing Inspection
Only

Convenient 
Saturday Service 

at Weekday Rates!

Our licensed experts install 
and repair all leading brands.  

             is just a phone call away.

Is this your idea of

*

*Extended by request to 7/31/12

Foxcroft Students 
Named Cherry Blossom 
Champions

Mark Dewey

Young film makers Zal 
Batmanglij and Brit Mar-
ling know people pretty 
well. Their new feature 

Sound of My Voice, which opened 
in New York, Los Angeles, and 
Washington on April 27, hit some 
of our human nails on the head so 
squarely that you wonder how they 
came to know so much so soon.

They know, for example, that 
most of us want to be saved -- from 
the good life, from the bad life, 
from our fears, maybe even from 
our hopes -- it doesn’t matter, just 
save us! And they know that, since 
we’re a little bit ashamed of that 
desire, messiahs have to be seduc-
tive. When this movie’s messiah 
lifts the veil that covers her face, 
she might as well be our bride.

Her name is Maggie. In or-
der to meet her, Peter and Lorna 
must drive into a stranger’s garage, 
take off their clothes, shower (“Be 
thorough with the soap.”), put on 
open-backed hospital gowns, al-
low themselves to be handcuffed, 
blindfolded, and driven to another 
stranger’s house. That’s quite a 
commitment, one suffused with 
erotic undertones -- nudity, bond-
age, surrender, and a promise that 
the first night will be unforget-
table. Then the beautiful creature 
appears and proceeds to seduce 
them by telling a story that leaves 
her ravished, in effect, wandering 
through an underworld dressed in 
nothing but a soiled bed sheet and 
her hair.  

Or she tries to seduce them, 
but Peter and Lorna have come to 
Maggie’s temple as infiltrators, not 
as converts. Batmanglij and Mar-
ling know that since we’re a little 
bit ashamed of our desire to be de-
livered, we’ll root for anyone who 
makes an effort to expose a char-
latan, especially when doing so 
seems dangerous. Everybody loves 
to see a false messiah stripped of 
her sheep’s clothing and left naked 
on the street, and the film’s initial 
momentum derives from our desire 
to watch that happen.

Batmanglij and Marling also 
understand that false-messiah kill-
ers are a special kind of hero: the 
kind that protects us from some-
thing we’re not sure we want to 
avoid. Because falling in love with 
a fantasy feels like falling in love. 
So when we realize that one of our 
heroes might be too weak to stand 
against the power he’s trying to 
protect us from, we’re not sure how 
we feel. We want him to be strong, 
but we’re also glad to see that he’s 
like us: a lesser angel longing for 
connection to something beyond 
the pale of what little we can see. 
That longing has been with us since 
we started drawing pictures on the 
walls of caves, but it’s a little em-
barrassing in the information age, 
when anything that can’t be veri-
fied with data is considered bogus.

When Peter falters, the mov-
ie’s question changes from ‘Will 
the heroes get the proof they need 
before they’re discovered?’ to 
‘Will this hero turn out to be weak 
like us?’ The second question is a 
lot more interesting than the first 
one because we’re not sure how 
we want it to be answered. His 
half-surrender is convincing: suf-
ficiently seduced by magic Maggie 
to take the step she asks of him, but 
not with both feet. And it’s right 

that the fallen hero should be Pe-
ter rather than Lorna because he 
was the zealot to begin with, which 
means that he was the more eager 
to believe.

Another thing these young 
film makers know is that “the hu-
man mind is capable of being ex-
cited without the application of 
gross and violent stimulants,” as 
Wordsworth said. There’s no sex, 
just a jittery erotic charge. There’s 
no violence, just a suggestion of 
danger which is heightened by 
Rostam Batmanglij’s score and by 
the fact that Maggie’s followers 
give her their blood. There’s a lot 
of missing information, but its ab-
sence never seems to be a ploy. In 
fact, there are no tricks of any kind.

In the end the movie says 
that simple story-telling is what 
matters, and that the realm of our 
experience is probably nothing 
more than the realm of our experi-
ence. And it turns our cynical ten-
dency to condemn anything that’s 
not consistent with our limited 
perspective on its head. The mov-
ie knows we want to see Maggie 
exposed as a charlatan; it knows 
we want Peter to be punished for 
falling under her spell; but instead 
of giving us those satisfactions, it 
leaves us with a look of wonder on 
Peter’s face.

That’s what the word awe-
some really means.

Sound of My Voice is cur-
rently playing at AMC Georgetown 
and Bethesda Rowe Cinema. It will 
open in Shirlington on May 4.

Sound of my Voice 
Speaks With Integrity

Delaplane Goes to the Dogs for ARF

More than one hundred 
adults, thirty chil-
dren and twenty dogs 
enjoyed a beautiful, 

sunny Sunday afternoon at the 
First Annual Animal Rescue Fund 
“Dog Fest” at Fox Hall Farm in 
Delaplane.

The event kicked off with a 
dog walk along trails cut through 
the 150 acre farm. Walkers and 
dogs enjoyed the magnificent 
views and companionship as they 
leisurely strolled the grounds.

 Highlights for the children 
were the Marshall Volunteer Fire 
Department truck provided by 
Fire Chief Eddy Payne and the 
Pony rides. There were also games 
and plenty of treats for the kids.

Fauquier SPCA, Middleburg 
Humane, SPCA of Northern Vir-
ginia and the Virginia German 
Shepherd Rescue were there with 
“ready to be adopted” dogs.

There was also a Silent Auc-
tion, an ARF store, and other ven-
dors. The B. B. Q. by a local ca-
terer received rave reviews.

The generosity of Pedigree, 
distributed by ‘MARS Petcare’, 
meant that no guest went home 
empty handed.

Event hostess, Ursula Land-
srath said, “We hope this annual 
event will grow to be as large and 
important to Delaplane as the an-
nual Strawberry Festival founded 
by the late wife of Willard Scott. 
Mary Scott began on a small patch 
of grass in Delaplane that has 
grown to become an annual event 
for thousands”.

Event Chair Mary Johnson, 
pointed out  that “ All the funds 
raised will go to Animal Rescue 

Organizations in Virginia that 
serve animals in need. Applica-
tions for 2012 grants will be avail-
able in September.”

The Dog Fest is one of three 
events organized each year by the 
Animal Rescue Fund , an all- vol-
unteer 501 (c)(3) organization. 

Animal Night, a stag dinner, takes 
place in October and the ARF an-
nual Estate Sale takes place in No-
vember.

For more information or to 
volunteer, please visit  www.ar-
frescueva.org 

Foxcroft School students 
were recently honored 
for their stunning sup-
port and impressive fun-

draising on behalf of the Cherry 
Blossom Breast Cancer Foun-
dation (CBBCF) at the first an-
nual Cherry Blossom Champion 
award dinner. Susan T. Carroll of 
Leesburg and Inova Hospital was 
also honored as a “Cherry Blos-
som Champion” at the  Creighton 
Farms Clubhouse event.

  CBBCF Board member 
Sandy Atkins praised Foxcroft 
not only for creating the Founda-
tion’s main fundraiser, Nanette’s 
Walk, with its numbers and enthu-
siasm, but also for all the money 
raised, and for the School’s com-
mitment to teaching and practic-
ing community service.

“These 156 girls have 
raised, in this school year alone, 
$10,000,” said Atkins. “This is an 
amazing gift for a school of this 
size and certainly we will put it 
to good use. What moves me the 
most, though, is that the School, 
the administration, and the fac-
ulty are so committed to teaching 
these young women the value of 

philanthropy. 
“These lessons are going to 

stay with these girls throughout 
their lives,” she said. “The fact 
that they were able to use their 
time and their talent to raise mon-
ey for a cause that is so important, 
to give back to the community, 
and to make a difference.” 

Student Head of School Sa-
mantha Nelson of Oak Hill, VA, 
Vice Head of School Alexis Hall 
of Atlanta, GA , Head of the Ath-
letic Association Maeve Couzens 
of Middleburg, and Mary Motion, 
a junior from Upperville whose 
family introduced Foxcroft to 
the Foundation, accepted the 
award on behalf of the Foxcroft 
students. Head of School Mary 
Louise Leipheimer and several 
administrators and students who 
were key to the effort also attend-
ed the dinner.

“I am so proud of our School 
and all the girls,” said Leiphe-
imer, who has made certain that 
giving back and leadership are 
core aspects of a Foxcroft educa-
tion. “They choose to make a dif-
ference and our world benefits.”   

540-687-8898
100 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA

Councilmember Kathy Jo Shea 
asked whether the Christmas in Mid-
delburg Committee addressed the 
“Christian” comments that went out in 
the advertising last year, noting that she 
heard concerns expressed by one of the 
businesses about Bible quotes regularly 
posted on the event’s website.  

Hazard said that he was not aware 
of this issue.  

Town Administrator Semmes 
observed that, in any case, the mate-
rial appeared on the home page of the 
independent Christmas in Middleburg 
organization, not on the Town’s official 
website.

She suggested, however,  that 
“from a Town perspective, caution need-
ed to be exercised.”   

Councilmember Hazard said he 
would bring the matter to the Chairman’s 
attention. 

DeLeon Metro Coordinator
Phil DeLeon, Middleburg’s long-

time Town Engineer, appeared before 
Council for the first in a new capacity:  as 
Project Coordinator for the Dulles Metro 
Rail Project for of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public Transportation.

DeLeon urged everyone in 
Middleburg to let their County Supervi-
sor know their views on the proposed 
Phase II extension of the rail to Loudoun 
County.  

A public input session is sched-
uled by the Supervisors, he noted, for  
June 4, in preparation for a July 4 deci-
sion.  

Executive Director Change at 
Piedmont Community Foundation 

The Piedmont Community 
Foundation begins a new era 
this month with the retirement 
of long-time executive direc-

tor Karen Krei and the arrival of her 
successor, Amy Owen, after a 10-year 
stint as executive director of the Eastern 
West Virginia Community Foundation.

Ms. Krei and her husband Mi-
chael, the director of competitive shoot-
ing for the National Rifle Association, 
who also is retiring on May 31, had long 
planned a move to the state of Washing-
ton. They’ll be living in Cusick, Wash., 
about 70 miles north of Spokane.

Ms. Owen joined the EWVCF 
in 2001. She and her husband Don are 
relocating to Unison. Don Owen serves 
as executive director of the Land Trust 
of Virginia and they have two adult 
daughters.

Ms. Krei joined the PCF in the 
summer of 2004 at a time when it was 
being run by five volunteers, without 
any professional staff. The foundation 
had $80,000 in assets and only two ac-
tive funds —the Loudoun County Ju-
venile Detention Center and Fresh Air 
Full Care, which helped low-income 
families provide day care for their chil-
dren.

The PCF now has 29 funds 
overall and in 2011, went over the $1 
million mark in assets for the first time. 
The same year, it exceeded the million-
dollar mark in grants awarded (now at 
$1.2 million), also for the first time.

“When I first arrived, it was a 
blank slate in terms of where to start 
and how to start building permanence 
into the charitable funding base,” Ms. 
Krei said. “They needed someone to 
come in and develop assets, provide 
a formal structure for grant-making, 
to set policies and provide guidelines 
of operation leading to certification of 
national standards which all sets the 
table for philanthropic credibility and 
engagement with the community.”

“We’ve only been able to do it 
because of the incredibly dedicated ef-
forts of our officers and directors.  Equal 
credit goes to those have responded to 
our efforts with support for the Com-
munity Fund or are building their own 
unique philanthropies using PCF.  At 
times, it was a struggle, but it just shows 
what people dedicated to doing the right 

thing for the community can do.”
Ms. Krei said she was particu-

larly proud of the PCF’s grant-making 
program for youth, the S. Murray Rust 
and Mary H.C. Rust Student Philan-
thropy Project, made possible by a 
grant from The Rust Foundation.

The program started in 2006 with 
a grant of $50,000 and a goal to encour-
age and empower permanent strategic 
student philanthropy. The curriculum is 
designed to build the skill sets of phil-
anthropic leadership and stewardship in 
each generation of students.

 There are now 19 high schools, 
public and private in Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties that participate in a 
program that has included over 150 stu-
dents involved in grant-making in their 
areas.  

“In addition to giving funding 
support for youth community service 
projects the program has had a major 
impact on the student grant-makers 
themselves,” Ms. Krei said. “I knew 
the educational value would be good 
when we started, but I didn’t realize 
how good.”

This year, a program to connect 
the elderly and shut-ins with young 
family members, an “all girls” engi-
neering project that builds community 
service projects, and money for youth 
to upgrade a homeless shelter are three 
of the 2012 recipients of five grants to-
taling $5,000 awarded by Loudoun and 
Fauquier high school students who are 
advisors for youth grant-making at the 
Piedmont Community Foundation. 

The other two grants were 
awarded in a new collaboration with 
the youth Step-Up program, a com-
munity service project fair run by the 
Youth Advisory Council of Loudoun 
Youth Inc. in Loudoun County Public 
Schools.  The 2012 Step-Up grants sup-
port a green environment club building 
a box garden project at Lunsford Mid-
dle School, and before and after school 
tutoring by academic honors students 
to help struggling students at Freedom 
High School.

Ms. Krei said she was “totally 
optimistic” about the future of the PCF.

“We’ve been able to demon-
strate that we are a good landing zone 
for people to help the community and 
also have private donor-advised funds. 

We’re building permanent resources 
for the community and we can meet 
emerging needs. My time here has been 
a wonderful opportunity.   It’s been a 
gift for me, as well, to work on some-
thing of substantive value.”

Brad Davis, president of the 
PCF, described Ms. Krei as a “highly 
dedicated, committed individual who 
really knows the ropes concerning phi-
lanthropy and charitable organizations. 
She’s in early, weekends, and she’s 
done a magnificent job. We’re going to 
be really sorry to see her go.”

   At the same time, Davis said 
the PCF was “extremely fortunate” in 
finding Amy Owen to replace Ms. Krei.

Under Ms. Owen’s leadership 
over the past decade, the EWVCF grew 
from just over $1 million in endowed 
assets to more than $16 million today.

“I think we can anticipate tre-
mendous growth in this region,” Ms. 
Owen said. “All of us in the Commu-
nity Foundation arena—there are more 
than 700 across the nation— struggle 
with helping people understand what a 
community foundation is. I’m coming 
to an area where philanthropy and en-
dowment are understood and endorsed, 
and that’s an excellent launching point. 
I look forward to getting to know the 
board members and our current donors. 
I know what heavy lifters they are and 
it’s important to keep the momentum 
going.”

Ms. Owen is a native of Tusca-
loosa, Ala., and earned her undergradu-
ate degree at the University of Ala-
bama. She also has a Masters degree 
from West Virginia University and had 
a background in both non-profit and 
foundation work before she joined the 
EWVCF. 

Said President Brad Davis, 
“Amy has a comparable background 
to Karen, after running the EWVCF for 
a number of years. She’s very oriented 
toward the marketing aspect to help us 
build and grow and she’s got the tech-
nical capability to make sure it’s done 
correctly.

Money, Parking, 
Business
Continued from page 4



Page 10   Middleburg Eccentric     • May 24, 2012 ~ June 28, 2012 Middleburg Eccentric   •   May 24, 2012 ~ June 28, 2012 Page 11

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Foxcroft School’s Board of 
Trustees Saturday bestowed 
its highest honor -- the Anne 
Kane McGuire Distinguished 

Service Award -- on Pickett Davis 
Randolph, a member of the Class of 
1956, former member of the Board 
of Trustees, and outstanding volun-
teer whose omnipresent “Go Foxes!” 
greeting proclaims her deep love of 
the School. A Bethesda, MD, resident 
and graduate of Wheaton College and 
the Naval War College, Randolph be-
comes the 28th recipient of the award.

The surprise presentation took 
place Saturday (April 14) at a lun-
cheon held at Foxcroft’s Athletic/
Student Center during the School’s 

Reunion Weekend. Randolph was 
clearly stunned at the announcement 
of the honor by Board Chair Stuart D. 
Thayer and when her brother and his 
family walked in -- but she was not 
rendered speechless. “Go Foxes!” she 
said as she took the podium.

The Anne Kane McGuire ’52, 
named in honor of the late Board of 
Trustees chairwoman, was given to 
Randolph, Thayer said, “for a lifetime 
of dedicated service.”  A Baltimore 
native, Randolph served on Foxcroft’s 
board for 18 years, and has been chair 
of her Class’s Reunion every five 
years since graduation. She was a Ma-
jor Gifts Volunteer for the School’s 
Gateways to Excellence Campaign 

and currently serves as co-chair of the 
Memory Committee for Foxcroft’s 
upcoming Centennial celebration. 

Service – to country as well 
as school -- has been central to Ran-
dolph’s life. After college, she went to 
work for the CIA and, in 1982, she was 
awarded an MA in National Security 
Affairs from the Naval War College -- 
one of just eight women and two civil-
ians among of her class of 360. 

Since her retirement, a host of 
organizations have benefitted from 
Randolph’s energy and enthusiasm 
for doing good.  She volunteers at the 
District of Columbia Rape Crisis Cen-
ter, the District of Columbia Women’s 
Jail, and the Humane Society. She is 

also a docent at the National Gallery 
of Art. 

“Pickett has more than respond-
ed to the challenge of her greatest 
mentor, Miss Charlotte,” read Thayer 
from the citation Randolph received, 
referring to Charlotte Haxall Noland, 
founder of Foxcroft who served as 
Head of the School for 40 years. “Liv-
ing and breathing ‘To whom much is 
given, much is expected.’ ” 

When Randolph took the micro-
phone, she, too, quoted Miss Charlotte 
– but only after her usual “Go Foxes!” 
cheer, of course – “Miss Charlotte told 
me, ‘You can do whatever you want, 
Pickett. You can be whatever you 
want. But in order to get your best you 

must give your best.’  That advice has 
guided me through life.”

News of Note

www.MiddleburgMillworkva.com

Foxcroft Larosse 
Falls to Eventual 
Champs in State 
Tourney

The girls on the Foxcroft La-
crosse Team couldn’t disagree 
with Vince Lombardi more.  
For them, winning isn’t the 

only thing, its only one thing. 
The thrill of traveling to the 

“Final Four,” the experience gained 
by playing really good teams, and the 
many other achievements of the season 
kept them in good spirits Friday after 
they fell, 17-0, to Cape Henry Colle-
giate in the Virginia Independent School 
Athletic Association Division II Girls 
Lacrosse Tournament semifinal at Old 
Dominion University.

It was Foxcroft lacrosse’s first 
trip to the semifinals of the state tour-
nament in five years. Foxcroft’s field 
hockey team reached the first round of 
the state tournament last fall before los-
ing to Cape Henry Collegiate. On Sat-
urday, Cape Henry’s lacrosse team took 
its fourth girls state title of the year with 
a 14-3 victory over Highland School of 
Warrenton, a team Foxcroft beat out for 
the DAC title. Cape Henry placed four 
players on the All-State team. 

“It was fun,” said co-captain 
Maeve Couzens after the lopsided loss 
Cape Henry Collegiate, which went on 
to beat Highland School of Warrenton 
14-3 in the final to claim the title on Sat-
urday.  “Making it that far is awesome 
and we played really well.”

Patrick Finn, one of the triad of 
Foxcroft coaches who were named Del-
aney Athletic Conference Coaches of 
the Year earlier this month, agreed with 
Couzens’ assessment of the team’s ef-
fort. 

“Although we were out-
matched,” the former UVA All-America 
said. “Our team played with heart and 
hustle and kept fighting until the final 
whistle, despite the score. They repre-
sented the Foxcroft spirit quite well and 
we are all proud of them” Athletic Di-
rector Michelle Woodruff and Student 
Life Assistant Kathy Gonzalez were 
Finn’s co-coaches.

Foxcroft, seeded fourth, did its 
best against a talented top seed. Cape 
Henry held only a 3-0 lead with 11 min-
utes remaining in the first half, as Fox-
croft’s defenders played their best game 
of the season. They turned back a strong 
attack many times and sophomore goal-
ie McKenna Andrews posted 8 saves 
early to stay within striking distance. 

But draw controls and ground 
balls by the Dolphins proved to be the 
difference. With the vast advantage in 
ball control this gave them, they kept the 
Foxcroft defense stayed under constant 
pressure and began to score. Foxcroft 
fell behind 9-0 at half, and although 
the players kept hustling and fighting 
through injuries and exhaustion, in the 
end the Dolphins proved just too much 
for the visitors.

 While there are no inconsequen-
tial losses in the playoffs, the team had 
much to be proud of in 2012, including a 
10-5 record, the regular season Delaney 
Athletic Conference title, and its first trip 
in the state semis in five years, earned 
with a gritty 11-8 victory over Freder-
icksburg Academy.  Five Foxcroft play-
ers were named First-Team all DAC 
players  --  juniors Caroline Fout, Olivia 
Jane Johnson and Carter Ware and Mac-
Donal sisters Charlotte, a senior, and 
Lilly, a sophomore. Freshman Emma 
Rogers, who scored 25 goals in confer-
ence play, received Honorable Mention.

Freedom from 
Knee Pain

is Quicker & Closer Than You Think

Learn More at a FREE Local Seminar
Is knee pain keeping you from enjoying an active lifestyle? 

You may be a candidate for Prince William Hospital’s 

new MAKOplasty® partial knee resurfacing. Our 

orthopaedic surgeons use 3-D imaging and robot-assisted 

technology to resurface only the diseased area of your 

knee, leaving healthy bone and tissue intact. For most,  

this means just one night in the hospital, rapid relief from 

pain and a quick return to what you’ve been missing.

Wed., May 16, 7 p.m.
Wed., May 30, 7 p.m.
4th floor Conference Room  
Prince William Hospital 
8700 Sudley Road, Manassas

W. Bartley Hosick, MD

To Register: 703-530-WELL (9355) 
or www.pwhs.org/seminar

www.pwhs.org/robot   

Randolph Receives Foxcroft’s Highest Honor
Dedicated volunteer, former trustee, and passionate alumna given Anne Kane McGuire 
Award for Distinguished Service

Playing with Fire
Continued from page 1
good Paul Draisey had done for the com-
munity, and gratuitously inflicting more 
pain and humiliation on the family and 
friends of a man who had just taken his 
own life.

The Volunteer Fire Department 
Board, however, stands by its statement, 
which on its surface is unambiguous, and 
at press time has neither been retracted nor 
modified in any way.

MacMahon was, on May 7, un-
able to answer questions raised by the 
press about the mechanisms in place to 
ensure ongoing oversight of the depart-
ment’s funds, before or after the alleged 
embezzlement

The Money
At press time neither the County’s 

forensic audit nor any other evidence of 
wrong-doing has been made public, and 
no one other than Paul Draisey has been 
named by the Volunteer Fire Department 
Board as a responsible party.  

The signatures on the Depart-
ment’s IRS form 990 for 2009, the most 
recent made public by the Loudoun Coun-
ty Government are dated May 12, 2011. 
The form was signed by the non-profit 
organization’s President, John B. Draisey, 
and by paid preparer Stephen L. Combs of 
the accounting firm Updegrove, Combs & 
McDaniel, PLC.  

The 2009 form lists total revenues 
of $363,499, an increase of more than 
$47,000 from the year before.  The 2008 
and 2007 forms, prepared by the same ac-
counting firm and signed by former Trea-
surer Paul Draisey, report total revenues of  
$316,080 and $317,302 respectively.

“Contributions and grants” and 
“investment income” are the listed as the 
largest sources of revenue for each of the 
three years.

Monies spent by the department 
are spread across several general catego-
ries, with little or none of the detail that 
a simple examination of the non-profit’s 
checkbook might reveal.

Loudoun County’s Role
Each year the Loudoun County 

Board of Supervisors approves a “contri-
bution” to the Loudoun Country Fire and 
Rescue Commission for distribution to 
each volunteer fire and/or rescue company 
in the county.

The Fires and Rescue Commis-
sion, chaired by Douglas Rambo, then 
directs the County Treasurer to distribute 
the money in semi-annual increments, a 
process roughly similar to that followed 
by the Loudoun County Public Library 
Board of Trustees.

For each of the past two fiscal 
years, 2011 and 2010, those contributions 
have remained the same, a flat $166,294.

Asked about the Fire Commis-
sion’s role determining when, where and 
how those funds are spent, Rambo told the 
Eccentric:

The Commission adopts and en-
forces guidelines that address a range of 
operational and administrative matters 
within our combined fire and rescue sys-
tem. 

Each company is an independent 
corporation and the Commission relies on 
their administrative and operational lead-
ership to establish practices consistent 
with the guidelines and accepted business 
practices. 

The Commission reserves the right 
to audit volunteer companies for compli-
ance and requiring corrective actions if 
shortcomings are identified.

As for the Commission’s role in the 
unfortunate developments in Middleburg, 
Rambo stated:

The Commission relies on each 
company’s annual filing with the Internal 
Revenue Service as their annual financial 
report. Middleburg’s last income tax fil-
ing was for the fiscal year ending 30 June 
2010. 

The Fire and Rescue Commission 
is working with the Sheriff’s Office, the De-
partment of Fire, Rescue, and Emergency 
Management, and County Administration 
to ensure that a complete investigation is 
conducted and appropriate corrective ac-

tions are taken. 
We are relying on the Sheriff’s Of-

fice investigation as well as a subsequent, 
independent audit to help us understand 
what occurred. 

The Commission wants to ensure 
that the audits are thorough and if cur-
rent financial management practices are 
not adequate, we want to ensure that the 
recommended changes are made.

Asked about the evidence, if any, 
against Paul Draisey, Rambo replied:

Again, we are relying on the Sher-
iff’s Office investigation and the indepen-
dent audit to help us understand the scope 
of this issue.

 As for the impact of the missing 
funds on capital outlays, the expansion of 
the Middleburg Fire Station, equipment 
and operating expenses, Rambo said:

The company has advised that they 

have adequate financial resources for 
their ongoing operational and adminis-
trative needs. Contracts for the renovation 
of the Middleburg Station are funded and 
managed directly by the County’s Depart-
ment of Construction and Waste Manage-
ment.

Career staff assigned to the 
Middleburg Fire and Rescue Station are 
Loudoun County employees and are paid 
directly by the County.

Rambo, stated on behalf of the 
Commission that, “We are saddened by 
the death of Mr. Draisey and extend our 
condolences to his family”

He also reassured the citizens of 
the Middleburg Area that. “Fire and res-
cue protection in the Middleburg area 
was not and has not been jeopardized as 
a result of the misappropriation of funds. 
Our volunteer companies responsibly 

manage public and County contributions 
in order to provide quality emergency fire 
and rescue services to their communities. 
We were disheartened to learn of this is-
sue and are anxious to identify and correct 
any shortcomings identified through the 
investigation.

 Rambo was joined by Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Scott York in his 
expressions of concern for the both the 
Draisey family and the Middleburg De-
partment.

York expressed his “deepest con-
dolences to the Draisey family” and ex-
tended his hope that “the Middleburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department swiftly recovers 
from this sad incident.”

York also noted that it was “his 
expectation that there will be further safe-
guards put in place to avoid this type of 
incident from happening the future.”  

The criminal investigation by the 
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department 
continues.

Non-financial Issues
Over the past several years the 

Middleburg department has been plagued 
by a number of unfortunate, sometimes 
well-reported, and sometimes rumor-
based problems:  allegations of sexual 
misconduct; career staff being pulled from 
the station in the face of reported conflicts 
with volunteers; resignations; allegations 
of equipment theft; and the re-deployment 
of a new heavy-duty rescue truck to the 
Aldie Fire Station.

The allegations of embezzlement 
on the part of one of its most well known 
and well-liked officers, in the words of one 
Middleburg resident, seemed like a bad 
end to an ongoing bad dream.
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During mass at Saint Stani-
slaw Kosta Church, in Zo-
liborz, Poland,  a boy now 
best known locally for his 
work with the Windy Hill 

foundation,  pointed a pistol at the church 
organist and made him play his country’s 
national anthem. 

The organist, though he could not 
admit it at the time, was both terrified 
and delighted.  Most, if not all the con-
gregation sang, even though they risked 
their lives doing so.  The boy, not yet 
16-years-old at the time, was Julian E. 
Kulski, architect, author, critic and friend 
of Middleburg.

In May of 1944, in Nazi-occupied 
Poland, the penalty for those who sang 
the anthem was death, and Kulski, and 
the organist, could have expected much 
worse.

 In 1939, when Germany and the 
Soviet Union invaded Poland, Kulski 
was only 10, living with his family in 
Warsaw.  Kulski, and an extraordinary 
group of  men, women and children 
made trouble for the Germans in Warsaw 
almost from the very beginning. 

Many were killed.  
Kulski himself was captured, im-

prisoned, and tortured, but survived to 
tell their extraordinary stories in a new 
memoir, accompanied by an equally 
compelling CD.  

  Kulski’s  Legacy of the White 
Eagle describes his experiences from 
the first days of the invasion to libera-
tion from a POW camp at war’s end. He 
witnessed the early Blitz and the German 
occupation. Denied admission to school 
he became a fireman at 14 and a dedi-
cated, and deadly, resistance fighter. 

  His stories, and those told on 
the accompanying CD by those who 
survived with and beside him,  are re-
markable,  describing from an teen-age 
partisan’s perspective,  day-to-day acts of 
resistance and defiance, the creation and 
destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto, and 
the tragic Warsaw uprising of 1944.

 The new memoir, the CD, and if 

you can find a copy of his diaries, Dy-
ing We Live,  first published in English 
in 1979, are treasures, readable and truly 
worthy of a reading. 

  Legacy of the White Eagle 
(Middleburg: HMP Press, 2006).  
$24.95.  Order it from the “online shop” 
on the  National History Day web site:  
http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/.  

Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

A little more than one 
year after a group of 
Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
fans beat a visiting San 

Francisco Giants’ fan into a coma 
on opening day, another group of 
Dodgers’ fans was arrested this past 
weekend for beating yet another fan 
following last Sunday’s game.

Apparently, the altercation 
ensued after the game when the 
victim, a man in his late 20’s, was 
involved in a small fender-bender 
in one of the parking lots outside of 
Dodgers’ stadium.

During the ensuing fracas, 
police speculate that three of 
the individuals arrested forcibly 
restrained the victim while a fourth 
individual “kicked and hit him 
about the head and face area while 
he was on the ground,’’ according 
to Sgt. David Armas of the Los 
Angeles police.

And all of this occurred while 
a woman eight months pregnant sat 
in the victim’s car, powerless to do 
anything.

Given the blistering pace the 
Dodgers have started the season 
on, I’d say onetime Nationals team 
president and current member of 
the Dodgers new ownership team, 
Stan Kasten, may be forced to 
spend more time dealing with off-
the-field issues than he’d prefer.

It’s southern California, 
people. Chill out.

Meanwhile, just east of the 
Piedmont, both the Nats and the 
O’s are battling it out for first in 
the respective divisions of their 
respective leagues. And while the 
O’s recently took two of three from 
the Nats, neither of those victories 
was the kind of blowout the Nats 
enjoyed on Sunday, with lynchpins 
Espinoza, Harper, Zimmerman, 
Desmond and Strasburg all 
contributing two hits and all except 
Zimmerman pushing across at least 
one run during the game, with 
Strasburg’s coming on his first 

major league homerun.
In fact, looking at MLB’s 

standings here on Monday morning, 
I don’t know what should make a 
local fan happier, the O’s actually 
sitting in first place, the Nats only 
a game and a half out, or the Red 
Sox, Yankees and Phillies all cellar 
squatting like the filthy wretches 
we’ve all always known that they 
are.

Speaking of the Phillies, you 
may have missed the shenanigans a 
couple weeks ago (and that might 
be revisited) when Phillies’ pitcher 
Cole Hamels decided to “welcome” 
Nats phenom Bryce Harper to 
the big leagues by intentionally 
beaning him the first time the two 
squared off. Following the game, 
Hamels admitted he’d hit Harper 
on purpose, explaining that, “it’s 
something that I grew up watching, 
that’s what happened, so I’m just 
trying to continue the old baseball 
— I think some people kind of 
get away from it… Sometimes the 
league is protecting certain players 
and making it not that old-school, 
prestigious way of baseball.”

Major League Baseball 
suspended Cole Hamels for five 
games for, 1) intentionally hitting 
Harper, and 2) being stupid 
enough to admit to it. The beauty 
of MLB’s system of suspending 
pitchers for throwing dense, leather 
wrapped projectiles at defenseless 
individuals at upwards of 95 MPH? 
Most of the time, and certainly 
in Hamels’ case, the offender 
doesn’t even miss a start. So, keep 
up the iron-gloved discipline, 
Commissioner.

As for Hamels’ claim that 
beaning rookies is something he 
“grew up watching”? Last time I 
checked, Hamels is 29 years old, 
born in 1983. So, realistically 
speaking, the good old, wild-west, 
self-policing days of baseball 
that he remembers so fondly were 
the 1990’s. If memory serves, 
those weren’t exactly the days of 
foaming-at-the-mouth, glowing-

eyed intimidators taking the mound 
every day.

Of course, Nats’ starting 
pitcher Jordan Zimmermann 
retaliated. The good news? He 
retaliated by going after Hamels, 
not some poor schlub on the 
Phillies who had nothing to do with 
any of it. The bad news? He clipped 
Hamels in the leg when he squared 
around to bunt.

Hamels will have pitched 
against the Nats on Wednesday by 
the time this hits the stands. I’ll be 
interested to see what happens.

As I’m sure will Hamels.
Kudos to the Redskins 

(I know, never thought I’d say 
that, did you?) for sitting rookie 
QB Robert Griffin III next to 
undoubtedly the most professional 
player on the team, linebacker 
London Fletcher. I don’t honestly 
know if the arrangement was 
management’s idea or Fletcher’s, 
but it’s the right one. Griffin has an 
unrealistic amount of expectation 
to live up to this year and being 
able to learn the game on the fly 
from a player as upstanding and 
well adjusted as Fletcher can only 
help the first-year player focus on 
the task at hand and not get carried 
away by all the hullabaloo.

Speaking of hullabaloo, if 
you’re still paying attention to 
the sideshow in Miami instead of 
the remarkable play that’s taking 
place in San Antonio, you’re 
a chucklehead. The Spurs are 
showing anyone who cares to look 
what consistent excellence looks 
like. If I were the new owner of a 
dreadful, local basketball team, 
I might want to tune in and pay 
attention…

Just saying.

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

Escape from L.A.
7th Inning Stretch

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

   To My Customers . . .

 I would like to purchase your

 unwanted jewelry as well as any   

   scrap silver and gold.  

 I am in a position to pay you a very 

 fair price.  Call or come by.

                 
       Hope to to see you soon,

19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia •  (540) 687-6997

Cindy Battino, ACSM, CCS
Brennan Healing Science 
Practitioner

There is a societal belief that as we 
grow up, we need to get serious. 
We go to work, raise children, 
and pay our bills. We learn the 

need to be rid of those fanciful activi-
ties and ideas that brought passion into 
our youth. Slowly but surely as the years 
unfurl, we discover that the only place 
passion might be left is in the bedroom.  
And the key words are “might be left”.  
Reinventing weight loss is about bring-
ing more joy into your life by achieving 
two goals at one time:  Living more pas-
sionately AND losing weight. 

As a fitness professional for over 
25 years I have watched people try and 
try to lose weight without success.  One 
key to a successful weight loss program 
is finding activities that you enjoy – spe-
cifically, the very ones that get you ex-
cited about life and living.  

Passion & Exercise

Think back to when you were 
younger.  What class, sport, club, or 
hobby did you look forward to the most?  
We can combine so many things with ex-
ercise these days.  Dance, dogs, horses, 
gardening, boating, travel, wine, flowers, 
sports, and even photography and art.  I 
started riding horses at the age of 5 and 
gave it up at the age of 17 for a career in 
dance.  I don’t want to take dance classes 
but I LOVE being back on a horse a 
couple of times a week.  From fencing to 
boxing to the sport of your choice there is 
a class, club or team out there just waiting 
for your participation!  If you love flow-
ers, start a flower cutting garden.  There’s 
no better exercise than digging, weeding, 
and planting!  Do you have a dog?  Is he/
she overweight?  Have your pet become 
your workout partner – it will benefit 
their hips and heart too!  Plus, they never 
look at you and say:  “Can we skip our 
walk today?”  

Wine…  Here’s a good one: you 
can take horseback riding, cycling, and 

hiking trips all over the US and Europe 
that center around your love of wine.  
Whether it’s horseback riding through 
Tuscany or cycling through France, what 
a wonderful goal to achieve!  With every 
sore body part or push of the pedal you 
can remember that the work is worth the 
ultimate prize.  Photography and art?  
Hiking through the National Parks with a 
camera around your neck or French easel 
in your arms.  The best places are those 
seen off the beaten path.  

Travel all by itself can be com-
bined with exercise so many ways.  You 
can go on a cruise and take advantage of 
their classes and gyms.  You can hike the 
Grand Canyon or paddle down a river.  
You can check out National Geographic 
and go on one of their travel adventures.  
You can hike the Appalachian Trail – 
2,184 scenic miles between Georgia and 
Maine, 550 of them right in Virginia –  or 
follow the Kalalau Trail in Kaui.  Want 
a more aggressive goal?  Sign up for a 
rigorous hiking, kayaking, rock climbing 
trip with Outward Bound.

If your passion embraces a par-
ticular cause, you can use that as a reason 
to get fit and lose weight.  Maybe you 
had a family member who struggled with 
cancer or a best friend who suffers from 
a rare disease.  There are 5k runs, walks 
and triathlons for almost every cause you 
can imagine.  Train, raise money, and feel 
good at the end knowing that you are in 
better shape and made a contribution that 
wouldn’t have happened without you 
and your efforts.  Your money DOES 
count.

Passion & Food

Do you love to cook?  Do you 
enjoy food that tastes great?  Awesome.  
Why not use this passion for food to your 
health’s benefit. Good, nutritious food 
does NOT have to taste like cardboard.  
Play with recipes.  Take classes.  Read 
cookbooks.  Go back to school:  Brenda 
Cobb’s Institute for Living Foods or Liv-
ing Light Culinary Arts Institute (raw 
chef school).  If sushi’s your taste sensa-
tion, learn to make your own.  Start your 
own organic vegetable and/or herb gar-

den.  By the way, you don’t need a large 
yard anymore to have your own organic 
garden!  You can buy boxes and pieces 
for your deck that will give you all the 
veggies you want or need:  www.garden-
erssupply.com.  

Passion & Relationship

Now we’re really talking:  bring-
ing the passion back to relationship 
means more fun everywhere (wink, 
wink)!  If you both need to get healthy 
and lose weight, why not do it together?  
You can plan the vacation of your dreams 
that involves you getting in shape today 
to enjoy it.  Dream big! 

Be a team: if he likes to cook and 
you don’t, have him read the previous 
paragraphs about Passion & Food!  Cre-
ating a goal to run a 5K for a common 
cause that has affected your family is a 
wonderful way to find the motivation 
to train every day.  Maybe you want to 
take a ballroom class, he doesn’t.  But he 
likes the idea of taking a couple’s mas-
sage class.  Compromise and do both – 
one helps you lose weight while the other 
helps with recovery.  You can be a team 
to motivate and complement each other 
on this journey.

Improve your relationship:  I 
have found that the two places that we 
are most affected by our “stuff” is 1) in 
partnership and 2) with regard to weight 
loss and self-care.  Well, again, two birds 
with one stone.  Why not start couple’s 
counseling to improve your relationship, 
create more intimacy, and get down to 
the reasons why you aren’t paying at-
tention to your health.  If therapy isn’t 
for you, there are many couple’s retreats 
and classes that focus on improving your 
marriage, tantric sex, and weight loss and 
nutrition.

Passion and weight loss: they 
CAN go together.  By combining the two 
you can make this journey more fun and 
find joy in places you haven’t had before.  
Growing up should be about enjoying 
life with ALL of its treasures.  What bet-
ter way to enjoy those treasures than with 
better health. 

Reinventing Weight Loss 

Karen Rexrode

The sunny perennial beds 
are still lovely but pass-
ing, the gardener is busy. 
It’s the end of May and 

flowers are fading day by day. 
For all of those flowers, we pay 
the price, it’s called deadhead-

ing. We tiptoe, bend, pivot and 
stretch to remove those flowers 
that are making a mess of things. 
The peonies drop their petals in a 
heap on the ground. The bearded 
iris finish in a twist of mush, re-
fusing to  drop, hanging on and 
making new flowers look bad. 
The roses drop petals that turn 
brown, seemingly overnight.

We drag around wheelbar-
row, tarp or other vessel to gather 
up the finishing pieces. It often 
begins with helleborus, spent 
flowers quickly become large 
seed heads. The art of deadhead-
ing helleborus is best done sit-
ting down, each flowering stem 
should be removed right down 
to the ground. The peonies are 
cut at a leaf juncture, preferably 
just under other leaves so the 
cut doesn’t show. With iris you 
have to be careful, the finished 
flowering stalk is cut, as close to 
the ground as you can. Bending 
around in the iris can be tricky, 
one wrong move and you hear the 
snap of a bud or open flower that 
you just detached. I hate that!

With the biennials or short 
lived perennials, I am ruthless. 
Case in point is aquilegia or col-
umbine, I not only remove the 
seed heads, but also the current 
leaves (they grow back quickly), 
especially this year when colum-
bine is marred by leaf miner. A 

few seed heads are left to ripen, 
you must keep track of which 
colors were best to let them go 
to seed.

Dianthus is best done with 
scissors, even hedge trimmers 
will work. Just a quick snip of 
flowering stems as they sit above 
the foliage. Some perennials go 
without deadheading, examples 
include, brunnera, Dicentra spec-
tabilis or bleeding heart, coryda-
lis and polygonatum. Even more 
reason to plant them.

Next the daylilies and lil-
ies will flower. Daylilies are not 
bulbs, lilies are. With the day-
lilies you can show tough love. 
Cut back the stems and even the 
foliage when it looks tired. The 
leaves will regrow, especially if 
you water well afterwards. Lilies 
on the other hand are bulbs and 
enough foliage needs to remain 
to feed the bulb. Cut the top of 
the stem, where the seed pods 
form, nothing more. Be careful 
when you cut them to put in a 
vase, certainly don’t take more 
than thirty percent of the plant. 
For that they will thrive and grow 
stronger every year.

The price we pay for all 
of that loveliness is definitely 
worth it. What a splendid spring 
its been. 

Deadheading
The Plant Lady

Children at War and Heroes in Our Midst:
Architect Julian Kulski’s Legacy of the White Eagle
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Pastimes

June 4th thru June 10th

Photo courtesy of Janet Hitchen

Featuring
$75,000 Upperville 

Jumper Classic
on Sunday, June 10

Daily highlights:
*Vendors & Shopping

*Good Food
*Hunter & Jumper classes 

starting at 8 a.m.

Saturday highlights:
*Leadline, WalkTrot & Family Classes

*Ladies SideSaddle Classes 
*Jumper Stakes Classes

*Upperville Hunter Derby

Other Sunday highlights:
*Pedigree Country Fair

*Jack Russell Terrier Races
*Carriage Driving Grand Prix

*Hunter Breeding Classes

For Information
(540) 687-5740

uchs@crosslink.net
P.O. Box 239

Upperville, VA 20185

Go to www.upperville.com
to view live webcast feed each day.

Tom Neel

When talking about 
Hunt Country and the 
Middleburg area, I often 
reference it into what I 

call “the box”.  The box I am referring 
to basically runs from Rt.15 west to 
the Ashby Gap and from Snickersville 
Turnpike down to I-66.  To me, this 
special little piece of the Piedmont is 
ground zero for Hunt Country. 

Now that’s not to say there isn’t 
some fudging with the lines of the box, 
but you get the picture and being widely 
known as Hunt Country for over a 
century, it has certainly become the brand 
it deserves. It’s not only an area known 
for equestrian sport, it’s an area rich in 

history, with unmistakable landmarks 
and great beauty.  But it is the open 
rolling hills, scenic Blue Ridge views, 
dry stack stone walls and primarily the 
picturesque villages of Middleburg, The 
Plains, Upperville and Aldie, that give 
Hunt Country its personality.    

Our hunt country is known as an 
equestrian playground throughout the 
world and it’s certainly one of the most 
competitive, equestrian sport capitals 
as well.  Fox hunting, jumping and 
steeplechase racing maybe at the heart 
of it, but dressage and polo have been 
around for years too and polo is in a 
major growth swing. 

Along with the expansion of 
The Sporting Library and Museum, 
the area hosts some of the largest and 

oldest equestrian events in the country 
and likely supports our most important 
economic base - horses.  The shear 
amount of riders, trainers, vets, farriers, 
grooms, helpers, tack shops, saddle 
and boot makers, leather repair, horse 
blanket cleaners, barn builders, hay 
farmers, farm managers, farms hands, 
equipment suppliers, truck drivers, feed 
stores, fence companies and yes, even 
artists, relying on the health of Hunt 
Country is important.  It’s a diamond in a 
beautiful setting.

As an artist, this beautiful setting 
has truly given itself to me and I certainly 
hope I have and will continue to give back 
to it.  Known over the years for sporting 
art, the area has never really been known 
or thought of as an art haven.  But it has 

The Artist’s Perspective

Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

Leather Repair

Mortgages

Fitness & Health

Shopping

Catering

Callme!540-338-2223•Mobile:703-409-2600
Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

HOLLY HOOPES

“Time to stamp out
your high mortgage

interest rate!”

S
U
NTRU

STM
O
RTGAGE

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Books

103 W Federal Street
Middleburg, VA

540 687-6620
www.Patina-Shop.com

                                          Antiques, Jewelry  Gifts  
PATINA

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Architect
ANDERSON COOPER 

GROUP
ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

We have lots of new 
books for every reader.

Special orders,  author signings, 
book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Private and group classes at your 
home or Bluemont Studio.
Specializing in equestrians.

Featured in US Eventing Magazine.

Brandy Greenwell • 540-974-7791 
www.corecurriculumpilates.com 

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Iron Work Electricians

Wine Tasting

Plumbing

Excavating Septic

Gold/Silver

New Installations
and

Repairs

Septic

540-974-3944

MWG

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

540-868-2330
Servicing

Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

Pets

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Avery 5371

S U N R I S E

CERTIFIED 
ARBORISTS ON 

STAFF.

A R B O R I C U LT U R E  L L C .

THE HIGHEST QUALITY TREE CARE DELIVERED 
BY RELIABLE PROFESSIONALS.

a rbo r i cu l t u re@sun r i s e -a rbo r i cu l t u re . com
w w w . s u n r i s e - a r b o r i c u l t u r e . c o m

 540.999.8912   
703.574.3755     

W i n e s  Co n s t r u C t i o n
a n d ex C avat i o n

• Ponds  Roads 
• Riding Arenas
• Land Clearing
• Snow Removal
Free Estimates
540.270.1158

Class A Contractor

For all your dirt moving needs!

Roofing

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Hunt Country Guide

Accounting

Arborists

Your
Ad 

Here

Richard A. Engberg

Have any of you fallen into 
a well?  Let’s see a show 
of hands.  I don’t see any 
hands other than mine.  

That’s right, the water guy actually 
fell into a well.  I’ll tell you about 
it shortly.

 Two anniversaries to men-
tion:  I’ve been writing Water World 
for one year this month. It’s been 
fun.   Second, this is my 50th year 
of being a water guy.  So, I want to 
divide this column between a little 
about my life as a hydrologist and 
how I fell into a well, and a little 
about groundwater.

I started with the U. S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) Water Re-
sources Division 50 years ago as a 
chemist in a laboratory in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  After four years, my su-
pervisor informed me the laboratory 
was closing, and that all but one 
chemist would be transferred.  He 
offered me the job, but as a hydrolo-
gist, not a chemist.  He indicated 
my academic background met the 
USGS requirements for hydrologist, 
and if I agreed, with a stroke of a 
pen, I could become a hydrologist.  
What cinched it was my opportuni-
ties for advancement were greater 
as a hydrologist.  I couldn’t agree 
fast enough.  The pen stroked and 
I was a hydrologist, a field hydrolo-
gist at that.  I quickly learned that 
as a hydrologist, you sometimes get 
wet!

I was assigned a project sam-
pling groundwater in north-central 
Nebraska.  We collected and ana-
lyzed samples to determine the 
chemical composition of the wa-
ter.  We re-sampled the same wells 
on a yearly basis to determine any 
changes.  In the project area, we 
were interested in nitrate concen-
trations in groundwater.  Nitrate is 
a component of fertilizers and hu-
man and animal waste, and we were 
concerned about the health of small 
children drinking water containing 
it.

Aquifers are subsurface for-
mations that contain economically 
viable amounts of water.  There are 
two types, water table (unconfined) 
and artesian (confined) aquifers.  
When you drill into an unconfined 
aquifer, water rises in the well cas-
ing to the same level as in the aqui-
fer.  However, an artesian aquifer 

is confined by a relatively impervi-
ous formation above it and is under 
pressure.  When you drill into an 
artesian aquifer, water rises in the 
well to a level higher than the level 
in the aquifer.  In some instances, it 
rises to land surface and flows with-
out a pump.  

So what about falling into a 
well?   This was my first trip and I 
had not been to any of the wells.  I 
spent the previous night in a motel, 
and fortified with a good breakfast, 
headed to the first well, about 30 
miles from nowhere.  It was early 
May, windy, and the temperature 
was in the low 40’s.  We had per-
mission from landowners to access 
their land to collect samples and 
when I arrived at this well, I had 
never seen anything like it.  It was 
a true flowing artesian well.  There 
was a pipe, probably 4 inches in di-
ameter rising about 10 feet above 
land surface from which water was 
cascading.  Around the base of the 
well was a stock tank probably 12 
feet in diameter.  Water actually 
overflowed the tank and created a 
small creek that flowed across the 
pasture.  There was a flange around 
the base of the pipe and balanced on 
the flange and the side of the stock 
tank was a 2X10 board.  In the pas-
ture was a herd of Angus cattle.  

 I realized that to fill my sam-
ple bottles, I would have to walk 
the plank and sample the cascad-
ing water, as the water in the stock 
tank was probably contaminated by 
the cattle.  I knew I’d get wet, I just 
didn’t realize how wet.  I grabbed 
my two sample bottles and care-
fully walked the plank to the pipe, 
no problem.  I did get splattered 
considerably but was successful 
filling the bottles.  Then I had to 
turn around.  That’s when the klutz 
in me took over.  As I was almost 
completely turned, one of my feet 
slipped and off I went.  I guess I was 
lucky I didn’t straddle the plank, but 
what I did was fall sideways, com-
pletely submerge for a couple of 
seconds in the tank.  It was cooold! 
Still clutching my precious bottles, I 
got to my feet, waded to the side of 
the tank and climbed out.

 I was dripping wet and shiv-
ering.  I got to my vehicle, stowed 
my samples, and opening my suit-
case fished out a change of clothes.  
There in the field, miles from any-
where, I stripped naked with only 
an audience of curious Angus cattle.  
They mooed their appreciation or 
maybe I’m just flattering myself.  I 
only had one pair of boots with me.  
Dressed, I got in the van barefoot, 
still shaking from the cold, and fired 
up the heater full blast.  I put my 
boots under the heat vent and they 
were somewhat dry by the time I got 
to the next well that fortunately was 
just a simple hydrant in a rancher’s 
yard.

Yes, hydrologists get wet 
sometimes.  But my first time, the 
time I fell into the “well” was by far 
my most memorable.

Water, Wells, and Wet
Waterworld

long supported a rich sense of artistic 
contribution and diversity, none the 
less.  Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon, along 
with his father Andrew’s contributions 
to the world of art alone, give our area a 
lofty artistic status.  There could not be a 
more perfect example of Hunt Country 
and a connection to fine art.  Living in 
Upperville, not only have the Mellons 
epitomized everything Hunt Country 
is, Paul Mellon’s father Andrew funded 
the west wing of the National Gallery 
of Art and Paul and his still living wife 
“Bunny”, filled it with its most prized 
possessions.  Just imagine Washington 
D.C. without that gem!  They are not 
alone in this area of generosity either.

But Hunt Country and the close 
surrounding area, do offer tons of talent 
and choices for enjoying, purchasing 
and learning art.  As an expressive 
industry, art doesn’t need to be bigger 
than Hunt Country to be have its identity 
passionately recognized.  Peter Wood, 
Middleburg resident and metal artist, has 
made it his goal though, for Middleburg 
and “the box” especially, to gain a greater 
art presence by essentially reforming 
The Middleburg Art League which 
Aeron Mack created in 2003.  To me, 

this group’s 
most positive energy is unifying other 
groups into a collective voice, which 
would then work with the Loudoun Arts 
Council, Visit Loudoun and Loudoun 
Economic Development to promote 
Middleburg as an arts destination.  
Including northern Fauquier County into 
the mix is important too, as Middleburg 
is a border town to the two counties.

Fauquier County, is of course 
named in honor of Frances Fauquier, 
the Lieutenant Governor of the Virginia 
Colony.  Fauquier had strong interests 
in the arts and in 1758 became a 
corresponding member of The Society 
for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures, and Commerce, better 
known as the Royal Society of Arts.  You 
can’t hit much closer to home than that.

I just had to mention in closing, 
Sotheby’s recent auction of one of the 
four interpretations of Edvard Munch’s 
“The Screem”, in pastel no less, just 
brought $119,922,500.  Hey, he didn’t 
call it The Screem for nothing!

Live An Artful Life, Tom
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w h e r e  y o u  b e l o n g .

Creighton Farms, greater washington’s most extraordinary resort-lifestyle 
community, invites you to visit and learn about all the benefits of member-

ship in The Club at Creighton Farms. Schedule a visit today to experience our:

•  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus  
Signature Golf Course

•  Brand new 30,000-square-foot  
Clubhouse

•  Grille Room, Pub and Private  
Dining Room

• Club Rooms for overnight stays

• Spa Facilities

• Fitness Room with exercise equipment

• Extensive golf practice areas

•  Future plans for tennis, swimming,  
Sports & Wellness Center*

To schedule a visit and personal tour – and learn more about golf, Corporate  
or Social Memberships at Creighton Farms – please call Michael Robichaud at 
703-957-4808.

Membership is subject to application, approval, and payment of applicable fees and dues. obtain and 
carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to 
obtain a membership. *Planned amenities

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105
www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

The O’Shaughnessy Family Birthing Center

You can no longer see
the taut muscles.
The honeymoon tan.
But the person behind the 
belly is still the same.
Or, one of them is.
At Fauquier Health, we know a key part of healing is understanding you as a 
person -- your family, your lifestyle, your work. That’s why we’re Virginia’s 
only hospital with the Planetree designation for patient-centered care.

Planetree Designated
Patient-Centered Care.

www.fauquierhealth.org

Faces & Places
Virginia Gold Cup
Great Meadow, The Plains, VA ~ Photos by Liz Caller

Washington Fine Properties/Armfield, Miller & Ripley 
HurdleWinner:Lake Placid owned by Irv Naylor ridden 
by Ross Geraghty and trained by Joseph W. Delozier, III
WFP partners: Dana Landry, Marc Schappell, Thomas An-
derson and William Moody. Betsy Mead, Doug Fout and Peter Mead

Greg Schwartz and Claire Stinnett Epic Quartet- sang the National Anthem

Bucky Slater Robert Duvall,Dr. William Allison, Governor Robert 
McDonald

Richard Valentine- jockey Darren Nagle, Junior Dodson David Semmes and friends- owner of winning, Swimming 
River.
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Faces & Places
Middleburg Beautification & Preservation Garden Party
Hickory House Farm, Middleburg, VA, Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Nicky Perry, Nadia Stanfield and Ann Backer Regina Smith, Mary Kaye Garwood and Linda Pagelsen

Steven & Judith Plescow Dr. Ron Bowman & Sue Bowman, Garden Designer and 
Joseph Keusch

Valerie & Guy Dov and Vivian Warren 

Childs Burden, Mrs. Campbell and Joan & Bob Eliot Jim Bridgman & Genie Ford and Jan Neuharth Mrs. Paul Alilloo, Jimmy & Debbie Mills and Paul Alilloo

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

Mosby Ride 2012
Saturday, June 9, 2012, 9:00 a.m.
North Wales, Warrenton, Virginia

 Join us for the Mosby Heritage Area Association’s sixth Mosby Ride, an equestrian tour of 
historic North Wales. Riders will meander through this beautiful Fauquier County estate, accompanied 
by Union and Confederate cavalrymen.
 The ride gets underway at 9:00 a.m., followed by a buffet lunch at 12:00 noon.
Hope Porter, MHAA’s 2011 Heritage Hero Award winner, will be the guest speaker following lunch. 
Ms. Porter is the author of Saga at North Wales, which describes the efforts to prevent this Virginia 
landmark from being broken up into a developed community. She will sign copies of her book follow-
ing her talk.
 Non-riders are invited to join us for lunch and to hear Ms. Porter’s talk. Lunch is $30 for 
MHAA members and $40 for non-members.
 Riders must provide a copy of their current Coggins Test and a signed Release and Waiver of 
Liability form (which may be downloaded from www.mosbyheritagearea.org ) with the registration. 
Riders are asked to wear approved protective head gear.
 Registration for riders is $75 for MHAA members and $100 for non-members, which includes 
lunch.  A $25 discount is available to past participants of the ride.

Nobel NielseN shoes

Don’t Miss Us @ 
The Upperville
Horse Show!

June 4th ~ June 10th

~
We will be located near the 

Jumper Ring

We will have lots of new
merchandise!

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !   G i f t  C a r d s  Av a i l a b l e

www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Custom Apparel For Men And Women

VOTED
BEST OF VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA 

L I V I N G

2012

In celebration of the Queen’s six- 
decade reign, Firmin & Sons of 
London, the Queen’s button and 
badge maker, has just released an 
exclusive, limited edition set of cuff 
links and lapel pins. These original 
designs will offer your salute to this 
momentous occasion with elegance 
and style. Highcliffe Clothiers is the 
sole source in the USA and has been 
allowed a limited number of sets. 
Hurry in today and be part of this 
grand celebration! 

LONG LIVE THE QUEEN!

Advertising Deadline
June 14th 

for 
June 28th Issue 

540.687.3200
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Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our June Mixer

Tuesday, June 5
Please note the change in date this month. 

It is now the first Tuesday
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Foxcroft School Gymnasium
22407 Foxhound Lane

Middleburg, VA
At the gate, tell the security guard you are

with the MBPA Biz Buzz

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Faces & Places
Middleburg Academy Auction
Middleburg, VA, Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Peggy & Bill Hudson Sandy Atkins, Jim Atkins, “Dragon” the Auction puppy, 
Kezia Lawson-Shanks

Maggie Mangano, Jane Sykes, Ron Sykes (Head of School), 
Kim Tapper, Tom Sweitzer

Jie Cui, and Megan Catherwood  Cindy Fenton, Jane Banse, Rob Banse, Megan Catherwood Cindy Fenton, Jane Banse, Pan Benefield, Rob Banse

Dylan Martinez, Corey Singh, Maclain Huge, Gabby Pit-
talug, Tav Hafner, Haley Staples

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

Your Guide through
Every StepBEFORE

From early planning 
to the family dinner,
let BOWA be your guide through every 
step of the remodeling experience. 
BOWA transforms houses into homes™ 
through the design and construction 
of luxury renovations and additions. 
As your single point of accountability 
from the earliest stages of planning, we 
execute and manage the entire design 
and construction process and your 
overall experience. Combined with 
our expertise and culture of Heroic 
Customer Service, this allows us to 
provide our clients with the best in 
service, craftsmanship and value. So, 
when you have a project of any size in 
mind, call BOWA first.

 
The Fun Shop,Inc

 117 W. Washington Street
 Middleburg

540-687-6590

 
Second Chapter Books
8 East Federal Street

Middleburg
540-687-7016

 
Around the Block Books

120 N Hatcher Ave. 
Purcellville

(540) 751-916

Eric Shrauger, Lanny Cornwell, Mary Lieb

Katrina and John Koons

Lynn Dimoff (Auction Chair), 
Jordan Dimoff

Nicky Perry and Joan Eliot
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Faces & Places
First Annual ANIMAL RESCUE FUND “DOG FEST
Delaplane, VA, Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Don & Megan Descutner

 Dr. Belinda Burwell of the ‘Blue Ridge Wildlife Center

Middleburg Humane Foundation

Olga Ryan, Rose Marie Bogley and Joyce Mullins

Fauquier SPCA

Tuition $200 per week 
Tuition is all-inclusive 
Drop-off available  
No charge for weeks not attending 
Space is limited—Register today! 

Register Today 

Summer Camp 
Piedmont Child Care Center

Upperville, Virginia

Call 540-592-3908 

A daily educational program 

www.piedmontchildcare.org

9121 John Mosby Hwy 
P.O. Box 244 

Upperville, VA 20185 

Daily learning activities 
Middleburg Pool & off-campus 
adventures weekly 
Includes lunch with am & pm snacks 
Have fun while learning! 

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !   G i f t  C a r d s  Av a i l a b l e

www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Custom Apparel For Men And Women

IT’S THE BUZZ
THIS FATHER’S DAY.

VOTED
BEST OF VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA 

L I V I N G

2012

Never mind the rare scotch and the Cubans. Moonshine is what fathers are 
expecting this Father’s Day. It’s a new gentleman’s cologne with a scent of 
woody aromas, including hints of spice, black pepper, tobacco, leather, gin 
and patchouli. This intoxicating scent is exclusively at Highcliffe Clothiers for 
a limited time and just in time for Father’s Day. Shop Highcliffe 
Clothiers for the highest quality men’s and women’s apparel, 
accessories and fine fragrances. 

BOXWOOD WINERY
TO OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Boxwood Estate Winery announces the relocation of
the Middleburg Tasting Room to the Boxwood Winery
property located at 2042 Burrland Road in Middleburg. 

The public opening of Boxwood Winery will begin
on Friday, June 8, 2012.

Hours: Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 11am to 6pm

Windy Hill-The Plains Dedication
The Plains VA, Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Manley Johnson

Ken & Ursula Reitz and Manley Jonson

Andrea Currier Mark Ohrstrom

 Sue Scheer , Rich Gerhardt, Hilary Gerhardt & Susannah Gerhardt

Fauquier Co. Supervisor Peter Schwartz (L) with Joe Boling, President of the Windy Hill 
Foundation.

Thank you to all who have made      
Allie a huge success! We would like to 
invite you to see our fresh new decor. 
Stay tuned for a new Facebook page!”

a salon
540-687-6020

10 N. Pendleton Street • Middleburg, VA 20117
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Faces & Places

Thrillrides-4-U  
330 sales with a 100% feeback

let me turn your cars , horse trailers, 
farm equipment into cash ! 

i can sell just about anything ! 
LocaL or refenrences avaLabLe upon request

For more inFormation please 
email me thrillrides4u@Gmail.com 

or call chris 703-220-6123
13 E. Washington 

Middleburg, VA
540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

New Needlepoint
for 

Summer!

22 E. Washington St.
 Middleburg, VA 

 540.687.8050

Virginia Land Trust Garden Party
Bluemont, VA, Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Pamela & Michael Baldwin and Paul Hodge Marc Leepson and Lee Kincaid

Cathy Spicer and Dan Kaseman Peggy, Michael & Tom Arundel

Michael & Kim O’Donnell, Matt Sheedy & Vicky Bendure Edie & Bruce Smart  

Avis Flemin Hodge and Janna Leepsong

S o u n d  A d v i c e — U n c o m m o n  S e r v i c e  

BUILDING AND PROTECTING WEALTH 
2012 Best Financial Advisors          
Virginia Living Magazine  
 
2010 Top Fee-Only  
Financial Advisors 
Washingtonian Magazine 
 
2010 Financial Planner  
of the Year Award 
Financial Planning Association,  
National Capital Area 

 

Advertising Deadline
June 14th  

for 
June 28th Issue

Download our Media Kit

at www.mbecc.com

540.687.3200

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods
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SHE 5789/5-12
Fauquier

At
Canine College.
you won’t come home 
from vacation to  a bill 
padded with “extras.”

We offer a flat fee –
Boarding $30 a day –

so that the only surprise 
waiting for you

at pickup is a better be-
haved dog!

Sure, it was a great vacation...
But those mini-bar fees...outrageous!

WHETHER FOR ONE DAY OR FOR AN
ENTIRE VACATION –

The dog you pick up will behave better than the
one you dropped off! We Guarantee it!

www.JaymesCanineCollege.com

I hear they have new 
“digs” at Canine College. 

Check it out!

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Ripple is a sweet 14 yr. old, 
13h Appaloosa x Pony mare who was 

rescued from a neglectful & dangerous 
situation. Ripple had a healthy foal in 

April '11. She stands for the farrier & 
vet & gets along with everybody. 

Lulu is an adorable 8-9 yr Chihuahua. 
She is timid of new people , but she 
loves attention. This little lady has 
had a tough life & was living outside 
tied to a car. She deserves to spent 
the rest of her life being pampered!  

Ember is a 1 yr. old Collie X who is 
super cute, kind & just a happy-go-lucky 

dog. Ember would do best in a home 
with lots of interaction & activity.  

A home with a jogger would be great! 
She can’t live with cats & she can be 

picky about her dog friends. 

KITTENS!!! 
Kitten season has begun! 
We have many healthy adorable 
kittens of all ages available for 
adoption.  If you are interested 
please submit an application now!  
Ask about our buddy program!!! 

Josephine is a gorgeous 4 yr. old kitty.  
She is very sweet & affectionate.  She has 
always lived indoors, loves to be brushed & 

gets along great with other kitties. 

Barkley is a cute Chihuahua who lost 
his eye from being attacked by another 
dog. He is timid & takes time to warm up 
to new people, but when he knows you he 
loves to be carried & cuddled  He gets 
along well with other animals would love 

to find his forever home in a quiet 
household: preferably with women! 

Penelope is a sweet 9 yr. old girl that 
loves other dogs & has lived with cats. 

She likes to play but is not super active. 
She would love to sit on the porch with 

you & enjoy the sunshine & fresh air. She 
prefers a quiet home with a dog friend. 

Leo lived a long life on a chain so 
he is still learning lots of new 

things. He has a very kind tem-
perament & likes to please.   He 
enjoys attention & loves to give 
hugs! He has come a long way & 
truly deserves a second chance. 

Red is a beautiful 7 yr old, 17h TB gelding 
who is super people oriented & sweet. Red 
suffered a broken pelvis 3 yrs ago, but has 
healed & can be ridden lightly. He is a good 

boy & deserves a loving home. 

A Friend to All Animals 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
mhfdtn@earthlink.net   

(540) 364-3272 
www.middleburghumane.com 

 
Larry & Belle were living in a culvert along I-95 for  
5 months & were rescued on Christmas Eve. Larry is a 

sweet little dog & will need a secure fenced in yard. Belle is 
a wonderful dog who is very kind, calm, & nice mannered. 

They would both love to live with another dog. 

Support Your Local Animal Shelter! 
All shelters including MHF depend on the support of their community 

to be able to provide care for thousands of needy animals every year. 
Please help your local animal shelter– we are all in this together!  

 

Animals Wish List– Please Help Us Help Them: 
 Kitties LOVE boxes to hide, sleep & play in. Shoe boxes are 

the best. This helps cats stay happier in their cages. 
 Help a shelter keep their daily operating costs down by 

donating Bleach, paper towels & dish/ laundry soap.  
 Don’t shop/Adopt!  Please save a life & adopt a homeless 

animal. Remember that senior pets need homes too! 
 Donated office supplies are always needed: Postage stamps, 

copy paper, tape, index cards, pens, staplers….. 
 Be a responsible pet owner and please spay & neuter your 

pets to help keep unwanted animals out of shelters! 
 Your love for animals can live on forever. Please consider 

a bequest in your will for your favorite shelter! 
 

Thank-you for caring – Together we ARE making a difference! 
Purrs, licks, whinnies & hugs from the shelter animals!  

Albert P. Clark

The first time I heard 
the word ‘recall’ was 
in 2007, when a lot of 
pet food companies got 

into a lot of trouble because of 
something called melamine. 
That was a very dark year for 
pet parents and the pet food in-
dustry. Back then, there wasn’t 
much good news for a foodie 
like me, but I hoped there 
would be a silver lining. I hoped 

pet food companies would learn 
a lesson and be more careful 
about ingredients and process-
ing. I hoped no more animals or 
people would suffer.

In some ways, there have 
been improvements. For a long 
time after 2007, there were no 
major recalls and it looked like 
things had gotten better. Re-
cently, however, the word ‘re-
call’ has been slipping back into 
the news far too often. It started 
with a smattering of recalls here 

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their homes with four-legged friends.

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

540.364.5626

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Renovation 

and Custom Building

General Contractor
VA Class A Contractor’s License #2705025719 A

107 W. Federal Street, Suite 6
Box 30

Middleburg, VA 20118
Office 540-687-3003

Fax 540-687-3515
Home 540-687-6246

Email: tl@melmore.com

We Repair 
and 

Reinforce 
Snow and Ice

Damage

We Prevent 
Ice Damming

with
New & Improved

Gutters 
and 

Roof Shields

Historic Renovation
and Custom Building

General Contractor
VA Class A Contractor’s 

License #270502571

107 W. Federal Street, Suite 6
Box 30

Middleburg, VA 20118
Office 540-687-3003

Fax 540-687-3515
Home 540-687-6246

Email: tl@melmore.com

 
LocaL ExpEriEncEd MaturE profEssionaL 
sEEks farM/EstatE ManagEMEnt position.

Skilled and knowledgeable in all aSpectS 
of equiptment maintenance/RepaiR, 

conStRuction/Renovation,landScaping 
managing employeeS and HoRSe caRe.

eState and faRm conSultant

Housing not needed

RefeRences available 
cuRRently employed owneRS Relocating

 
eStatemanageR4u@gmail.com

and there. The problems seemed 
to be short-lived and well man-
aged, without far-reaching con-
sequences. Then there started 
to be lots of talk about tainted 
chicken jerky from China. The 
FDA got involved and issued 
warnings. There were hundreds 
of reports of sick pets. Pet own-
ers started complaining last No-
vember and the media was still 
reporting on the subject through 
March of this year. The FDA 
never issued a recall and the talk 
has quieted for the moment. 

Perhaps discussions about 
jerky have quieted because a 
major pet food manufacturer 
has grabbed the spotlight, is-
suing a recall on April 6 af-
ter finding evidence of a rare 
strain of salmonella. The com-
pany followed that recall with 
eight more. The FDA launched 
an investigation and has been 
highly critical of the company. 
At this time, the recall is possi-

bly linked to illness in three pets 
and 16 people.

The most recent issue is a 
big one because it affects many 
brands. As is common practice 
in the pet food industry, this 
manufacturer owned a plant that 
produced food for many differ-
ent companies.

Unfortunately, there’s 
not much that pet parents can 
do other than trust brands with 
good reputations and hope for 
the best – exactly the same ap-
proach people take with their 
own food. There are, however, 
a few things that can help. I 
recommend following websites 
like dogfoodadviser.com and 
truthaboutpetfood.com. These 
websites make it their sole pri-
ority to stay on top of industry 
news, including recalls. They 
often report recalls within mo-
ments of companies issuing 
them. 

I also recommend saving 

pet food containers until your 
pet has eaten the contents. The 
bags or cans have lot numbers 
that help determine whether a 
particular batch is involved in 
a recall. Finally, remember to 
wash your hands after handling 
pet food. The unfortunate real-
ity is that the pet food industry 
isn’t regulated the same way 
the human food industry is, and 
pets are not as sensitive to bac-
teria as we are. 

Let’s hope we’ve seen the 
last recall for the foreseeable 
future. In the meantime, I’m 
going to follow news of the pet 
food industry like a dog with a 
bone.

Albert, a Jack Russell Ter-
rier, is Chairman of the Board 
of Wylie Wagg, a shop for 
dogs, cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg, Fairfax, Falls 
Church and Arlington.
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Bruce Smart
 

America is heading 
into a political campaign to 
decide who will be respon-
sible for healing America’s 
wounds, many self-inflict-
ed. You all know them:

Unsustainable fiscal 
and trade deficits / debt

Excess unemployment
Climate disruption / 

energy policy
Nuclear proliferation 

– Iran and North Korea
Israel / Pakistan and 

the “Arab Spring”
Education and immi-

gration
Social issues: contra-

ception, guns and gays
There may be more. 

Most are inter-related. 
None can be solved by a 
silver bullet. All will take 
patience, time and colle-
gial effort to come up with 
the least painful solutions. 
Many are the result of our 
foolish national addiction 
to consume now, pay later, 
encouraged by irrespon-

sible politics over many 
years and administrations. 
It is time for our political 
parties to face up to the re-
sponsibilities of governing 
– tell it like it is, and work 
together to come up with 
the least bad solutions, and 
then sell them to Ameri-
ca, regardless of who gets 
blamed.

A recent straw in the 
wind suggests we do not 
have an electorate or Con-
gress up to the task.

Republican voters in 
Indiana recently rejected 
Senator Richard Lugar, a 
36 year veteran and former 
chair of the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Rela-
tions, for nomination to a 
seventh term. The sin that 
beat him? “He was too 
willing to work with Dem-
ocrats to solve problems.” 
The winner? A Tea Party 
ideologue.

When Purple was in 
government he knew and 
respected Dick Lugar. One 
incident from 1988 sticks 

in mind.
Sen. Lugar and I are 

seated next to each other at 
a luncheon in Washington 
in 1988. Either on that day 
or the day before, Presiden-
tial nominee Vice President 
George H. W. Bush has se-
lected Indiana Senator Dan 
Quayle as his running mate. 
Lugar is clearly distressed. 
I try to comfort him along 
the following lines:

“Bush has to pick a 
Midwest Senator for bal-
ance, because he is basi-
cally a New Englander, 
transplanted to Texas. To 
avoid losing a Senate seat 
he has to pick one from a 
state with a Republican 
Governor who can appoint 
a Republican replacement. 
The candidates under that 
scenario become Bob Kas-
ten of Wisconsin and Dan 
Quayle of Indiana. He 
couldn’t pick you because 
you are up for reelection 
in 1988, and you can’t run 
for two offices on the same 
ballot, though you clearly 

Editor’s Desk

RENTS, GAINS, LOSES

Some say we’ve been lucky during the 
Great Recession.

Rents are high, but the County is rich.
Thus, we have newly opened (or open-

ing soon) in Middlburg :  El Agave, Lav-
endar Moon, Common Ground, Whoopsie 
Pies, Stich and an antique shop. 

On the other hand we’ve LOST (or 
are losing) the Middleburg Animal Hospi-
tal, The Tasting Room, Country Way, The 
Magic Wardrobe, Nobel Nielsen Shoes, 
French Antiques, Mello Out, and the Back-
street Café.

Our Southern States store, long ru-
mored to be on its last legs, hangs on, but 
with management keeping a sharp eye on 
sales.

Something must be done to keep our 
town alive, well, and appealing, and it is up 
to Town Council, our landlords, our lend-
ers, and us to engage whenever and wher-
ever possible in support of our local busi-
nesses.

REGULATIONS

At the last regular meeting of Town 
Council, a resident of the Middleburg area 
for more than 20 years asked that a permit 
be granted that would allow her to open a 
small, one-room, low-impact, minimally-
intrusive, by-appointment-only, perhaps-
four-people-at-a-time Pilates studio on the 
second floor of a building on West Federal 
St.

The Pilates studio, all agreed, would 
be a valuable addition to the Town’s com-

mercial offerings  It would pay fees and 
taxes.  Its owner would, of course, agree 
to meet all the Town’s health and safety re-
quirements for exercise facilities.

A quick WAIVER, however, was for 
all practical purposes declared IMPOS-
SIBLE. 

Why?  
There’s a law on the Town books that 

treats an application for a one-room Pilates 
studio as if were a request to open a full-
size, full-service, Gold’s Gym on Main 
Street.

For the Pilates studio to open, the law 
would have to be changed,, even though 
changing the ordinance will require a long 
and expensive process that the applicant 
says she just can’t afford.  

But given the existing ordinance, and 
the rules for changing it,  issuing a waiver 
would take just as much time and effort as 
changing the law.

Even though the entire Town Council 
appeared to agree that whatever needed to 
done would be done, to allow this new busi-
ness to open . . . and the owner pledged to 
meet any requirement the town might im-
pose . . . the process will take months.

Opening before the process is com-
pleted risks high fines and possible jail time.

Turning Lord Nelson’s blind eye until 
the Council does what everyone agrees it 
will do,  was deemed illegal, immoral, and 
the first step on the slippery slope to  put-
a-Sheetz-beside-the-Community-Center 
perdition.

There must be a better way.

Making Life More Difficult
Than it

Really Needs to Be

The Tragedy of Partisanship
Purple

Dulce Bellum Inexpertis
Blue Notes
Daniel Morrow

“Every man thinks 
meanly of himself for not 
having been a soldier, or 
not having been at sea.”

Samuel Johnson wrote 
those words well over 
two centuries ago, and for 
American men of a certain 
age and background they 
still ring true.

Arguably, they are es-
pecially true for some of us 
whose fathers and uncles 
(and in some cases mothers 
and aunts) served in World 
War II or Korea, and who, 
ourselves, never wore a 
uniform.

Except for those with 
the courage required of 
true pacifists, many of 
whom serve in the most 
dangerous jobs in the mili-
tary, it also makes the most 
conscientious of the rest of 
us eternally susceptible to 
what can only be described 
as a variant of inescapable 
embarrassment.

We who have never 
served are forever doomed 
to an unresolved and ulti-
mately unresolvable doubt.

We are forever in 
debt to those who served 
at times and in places we 
never had to go.

And thanks to them, 
we will never really know 
if we had what it took to 
do what they did, in those 
times, and in those plac-
es in which all too many 
served, and all too many 
died.

Genuine courage re-

quires genuine fear . . . and 
thanks to those who served 
in our place, most of us 
will never really be afraid, 
at least not on those terms.

That said, and those 
debts admitted, it seems 
reasonable to ask of those 
we have freely and openly 
deemed our betters some 
small measure of forbear-
ance, and to say to the out-
rageously self-righteous 
among them: enough.

For those of us who 
have been privileged to 
know and love and admire 
soldiers, the scorn of those 
who choose to take ad-
vantage of their honored 
status, and  especially the 
scorn of those who have 
served in what Bill Mauld-
in once described as places 
“too far forward to wear 
ties and too far back to get 
shot” is particularly pain-
ful and galling.

The disdain of those 
who never fired a shot, or 
never served under fire is 
particularly inappropriate, 
even contemptible when 
directed at others.

It is the self-righteous-
ness of an unassailable 
bully . . . and unworthy of 
those who truly serve and 
served.

Erasmus knew from 
sad experience that “War 
is delightful to those who 
have no experience of it.”  
He also knew they know 
themselves and are all too 
easily known, even by those 
they hold in contempt.

Tom Pratt

I have a bumper stick-
er which reads: “Millions 
against Monsanto” and I 
think it is quite accurate.  
Monsanto, the world lead-
er in genetically modified 
crops has been named the 
worst company of 2011 by 
Natural Society.  Accord-
ing to Forbes “Monsanto 
is so despised by environ-
mentalists that Google’s 
first suggested search term 
for the Company is “Mon-
santo evil”  which coinci-
dentally is how I started 
the research for this ar-
ticle. 

Monsanto produces 
some of the worst toxins 
and dangerous products on 
the planet.

Saccharin
 The sweetener helped 

launch the company and 
was its first big product.  
It is a coal product deriva-
tive with no nutritional 
value and was not until lab 
rats started to develop can-
cer after being fed a steady 
dose did the FDA issue a 
health warning.

Polystyrene
Nothing biodegrades 

it and it breaks off into 
small pieces which endan-
gers animals who mistak-
enly eat it.  It is nearly in-
destructible, nonrenewable 
and releases benzene into 
the environment which is 
cancer causing.  In spite 
of all the evidence that 
condemns this product the 
House Republicans voted 
to reintroduce these cups 
into the House cafeterias 
this year.

Agent Orange
Developed as an her-

bicide and defoliant it 
was used in Viet Nam to 
defoliate the Ho Chi Min 
Trail and has left over 
500,000 babies deformed 
and caused over 400,000 
deaths during the war.  

Bovine Growth Hor-
mone

The U.S. is nearly 
the only developed na-
tion that allows the sale of 
milk from cows injected 
with artificial growth hor-
mones.  Except for Brazil 
all the rest of the devel-
oped world has banned 
growth hormones in milk 
for human consumption. It 
is known to cause cancer 
and lowers the nutritional 
value of the milk.

Genetically-Modified 
Seeds

Because the seeds are 
supposedly “disease resis-
tant”, Monsanto sells the 
world through multi mil-
lion ad campaigns that this 
is the way they can feed 

Hypocrisy Letters
It’s disappointing. It’s unac-
ceptable. And what’s even 
worse, it’s beneath us. Be-
neath us all.

 Let’s all take a deep 
breath and remember who 
we are in this community, 
what roles we want to play 
in one another’s daily lives, 
and what we stand for. I 
know many of you have 
called this place home for 
many decades, but my short 
16 or 17 years in these parts 
have taught me that, what-
ever our circumstances or 
beliefs or politics, we share 
a few common, enduring 
values. We value courtesy 
and compassion as much as 
curiosity and conviction. We 
respect an honest opinion 
delivered by an authentic 
person. We practice giving 
one another the benefit of 
the doubt. We like to know 
what our friends and neigh-
bors are thinking (and why), 
but when we differ (and God 
knows, we do!), we remem-
berthat the higher calling of 
a civil society is forbear-
ance.

 That’s the 
“Middleburg” I’m proud to 
hail from. In our household, 
those are the values we want 
our daughter to practice ev-
ery day, and to absorb when 
she reads the local newspa-
per.

 So I’d like to keep 
reading this thread, begun 
by Tom Pratt, on the subject 
of our civic responsibilities 
in wartime. It’s making me 
think, and I’m learning a lot. 
But name-calling and mud-
slinging will only discredit 
the “full and frank exchange 
of views” that we hope to 
benefit from.

 Let me end by con-
tributing something to the 
broader discussion. I admit 
that my personal sympathies 
are with Tom’s viewpoints, 
but I also have a military 
heritage and I count deco-
rated war veterans from five 
wars--WWII, Viet Nam, 
Falklands, Northern Ireland 
and Iraq--among my dearest 
lifelong friends and men-
tors. None of my combat 
veteran friends can justify-
-let alone make sense of-
-atrocities or crimes against 
humanity committed by any-
one, for any reason. They all 
agree: extreme stress in the 
heat of battle is no excuse 
for killing civilians in cold 
blood. Ever. Those actions 
are outlying events—unciv-
il, taboo, dishonorable. As a 
direct result of these views, 
which my friends came to 
hold over time and after deep 
experience, three of them 
have worked for greater jus-
tice and transparency in the 
armed forces. I have aided 

their efforts in one case, 
gaining firsthandexperi-
ence, at the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network, in 
how the US armed forces 
really deal with legitimate 
differences of opinion—
which absolutely do exist, 
even among the top brass--
and integrate them success-
fully. It can be done, it has 
been done, and it is being 
done today. My experience 
has taught me that not every 
brave soldier wants war or 
even believes in it, and that 
not every peaceloving civil-
ian can avoid it.

 Because of my military 
friends, out of respect for 
them, I have tried to keep up 
with major works of military 
history. It’s an uphill battle, 
believe me! But over the 
past few years, all my com-
bat veteran friends who are 
still living have asked me to 
read and discuss one, single 
book: On Killing by Army 
Ranger Dave Grossman. 
Have you read it?

 That book, praised by 
soldiers and sailors, marines 
and airmen, and civilians 
alike, has challenged and 
deepened my own thinking 
about the philosophical is-
sues that lie beneath the fi-
ery exchange here. Just be-
causepersonal and political 
aggression is to be expected, 
given human history, should 
it be acceptable today? If so, 
then where and under what 
conditions? If not, why not?

 Hope you enjoy the 
book. I look forward to 
hearing your thoughts. Just 
please don’t call me any 
names.

Suzanne Gerber-Stroh

Mr. Pratt: Whereas I 
have not changed my feel-
ings regarding what you 
originally said concerning 
the military by statement or 
implication, I must apolo-
gize to you for the impolite 
statement made about the 
use of your article. It was 
most inappropriate.

      I have read your 
lengthy response and obvi-
ously agree with you that 
there may be misunderstand-
ings regarding your point of 
view concerning the men 
and women who serve. How-
ever, your words - as mine 
- remain and I continue to 
believe that what you origi-
nally wrote constitues an at-
tack, with a broad brush, on 
those who “put themselves 
in harm’s way to protect 
their fellow citizens.”

      I continue to believe 
that these men and women 
do not join the army, navy, 
marine corps, air force, or 

coast guard in order to get 
a free education. In fact the 
DOD has indicated that less 
than 20% of those who serve 
for four or fewer years avail 
themselves of this opportu-
nity, an opportunity which 
they so richly deserve thanks 
to President Truman and a 
nation which cherished their 
service.

      In conclusion I re-
iterate my apology and con-
firm my belief that denegrat-
ing the service of these men 
and women, whether inten-
tionally, or not is totally in-
appropriate and is a blatant 
attack on their service.

      Whereas I fully 
respect, as I said before, 
your right to decry the un-
fortunate actions of the few 
none should adopt a position 
such as yours in so cavalier 
a manner. The fact remains 
that the continuance of our 
nation depends on the men 
and women in our service, 
and that it is our responsi-
bility as citizens to support 
them in their commitment to 
our freedom and not mali-
ciously attack them. 

Sincerely,
Don Woodruff

Dear Middleburg Ec-
centric Editor:

	 It’s easy to under-
stand the response from 
military families over 
Tom Pratt’s article in the 
Middleburg Eccentric, giv-
en the sacrifices--even the 
supreme sacrifices--that 
they’ve made.  But as I read 
it his article didn’t criticize 
them personally; it criticized  
the government policies that 
put American soldiers into 
harms way to begin with, 
and which are ultimately 
responsible for those sacri-
fices.  

	 There is nothing sac-
rosanct about such policies:  
they should be openly debat-
ed if we really have popular 
sovereignty in this country.  
Polls suggest that the ma-
jority of the American peo-
ple no longer support these 
conflicts,  which--again, ac-
cording to polls--have made 
the United States the most 
hated country earth.  At a 
time when our government 
has essentially declared a 
policy of perpetual war, who 
will stop the folly and the 
sacrifice if people like Tom 
Pratt don’t?   It’s the first 
obligation of a free press. 

Sincerely yours,
Richard Squires

are a better VP candidate 
than Quayle or Kasten. 
Bush can’t afford to lose 
the Senate seat.”

Lugar’s response: “Of 
course I can run for both 
offices.” He was right. 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen of 
Texas did run for both the 
Senate and VP. My guess 
is that Bush got bad advice 
from his campaign staff. 
On such mistakes history 
turns, and a second Bush 
term evaporated with that 
decision, as did a probable 
uptick in Dick Lugar’s ca-
reer. C’est la vie.

As one of many who 
are distressed with the re-
cent primary election in 
Indiana, Purple cannot help 
but reflect on what might 
have been, and on what has 
become of our Republican 
Party, which Dick Lugar 
served so well for many 
years, and I for a much 
shorter period .

Senator Lugar had a 

marvelous 36 years in the 
Senate, reaching across the 
aisle to get things done. 
The things Congress has 
done best are in his spe-
cially, foreign affairs. We 
all thank him for it.

But I fear that the cur-
rent “take no prisoners” 
attitude in politics will de-
stroy our country. I believe 
Norm Ornstein’s and Tom 
Mann’s recent book “Let’s 
Just Say It – The Repub-
licans are the Problem” is 
right. I do not believe the 
vitriol that Republicans are 
spewing into my telephone 
as recently as this evening. 
But many voters may ac-
cept it as fact.

With fond memories 
of the GOP we once had 
– Teddy, Ike, Gerry Ford, 
George H. W, even Dick 
Nixon - where have you 
gone?

We need a new Repub-
lican Party. Mitt Romney, 
where are you?

the world’s poorer nations.  
A bunch of bunk.  Monsan-
to says they own the seeds 
and make sure the seeds 
are sterile at the end of the 
growing season forcing the 
farmers to go back to Mon-
santo to buy more seeds.  
According to Emma Must 
of the World Development 
Movement “Currently 80 
percent of the crops grown 
in developing countries are 
grown using farm-saved 
seed” If Monsanto has its 
way and peddles suicide 
seeds the biotech multina-
tional companies will lock 
the world’s poorest famers 
into a new form of genetic 
serfdom”

Monsanto has been 
blamed for the bee col-
lapse so much so that the 
company has been banned 
from Poland as they should 
be from all countries in-
cluding the U.S. So in 
their clever way they have 
recently BOUGHT the 
leading bee research firm, 
Beelogics, which found 
that Monsanto’s GM corn 
may be devastating the 
bee population.  The sale 
occurred in September of 
2011 and was not reported 
in the media until the rea-
son behind the Polish ban 
became known, that of the 
declining bee population 
in that country.

There is a referen-
dum coming up in Califor-
nia in November to make 
it mandatory to mark all 
foods that contain GMO, 
500,000 signatures were 
needed and over 1,000,000 
were gathered, so fingers 
crossed it will pass there 
and hopefully spread to all 
the rest of the states. 

 I urge you to rent the 
films “Food Inc.” and “The 
World According to Mon-
santo” to really explore 
why “evil” and Monsanto 
do go together.

To the editor:

The firestorm over 
Tom Pratt’s March column 
doesn’t surprise me. Tom 
is a pacifist asking disturb-
ing questions about war-
time atrocities. If that isn’t 
enough to push people to the 
boiling point, add Factor X. 
What’s Factor X? Well, our 
community newspaper isn’t 
called The Middleburg X-
centric for nothing.

 No shortage of Rug-
ged Individualism in this 
town, that’s for sure. Strong 
views don’t surprise me a bit 
around here.

 What does surprise 
me is the name-calling. The 
character disparagement. 
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110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Meadowkirk Inn & Retreat
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $16,000,000

358 acres • 8 BR Manor house • 6 FP • Heart of pine floors • 10’ ceilings
• Inn w/20 rooms all w/private baths • Conference room • Stone barn can
accommodate 120 guests • 3 cottages • Log cabin • Pool & pool house •
Observatory • Picnic pavilion • 2 miles of Goose Creek frontage
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,900,000

103 acres • 1800’s Virginia farmhouse • 9 fireplaces • 5 bed-
rooms • Guest house • Pool house/game room • Gorgeous
stone walls, terraces and garden walls • Pond • Barns
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Pohick Farm
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $4,850,000

265 acres with postcard valley views • 4 bedroom home •
Pool • Pool house • Rental house • 3 creeks • 1 pond • Great
for horses, cattle or vineyard • Also available on 464 acres
for $6,850,00
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Historic House in Paris
Paris, Virginia  •  $485,000

circa 1890 • Unobstructed views of the protected Paris Valley
• 3 BR • Additional 2 BR in-law suite w/second kitchen •
Detached garage • Unlimited possibilities
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Commercial
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $650,000

3 tiered levels • Exceptional natural light • Accommodates
5 offices • Large production areas • Full kitchen • Ample
parking • Great views
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Lime Kiln Road
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $575,000

Wonderfully maintained; open floor plan; first-floor master
suite • 4BRs, 3.5BAs, fireplace, well-appointed kitchen •
Perfect full-time or weekend home across from historic Goose
Greek • Minutes from Leesburg, Middleburg, major DC routes
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Marley Grange
Millwood, Virginia  •  $2,600,000

Understated elegance • Finely appointed 5600+ sq. ft. home
built in 1997 on 75 acres in a private and secluded setting •
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 half baths • 10 stall barn • 224 ft. x
128 ft. blue stone ring • Excellent horse facility and ride-out
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Hidden Brook Farm
Unison, Virginia  •  $1,550,000

25 acres • Bright open floor plan • 1st floor bedroom • Pool •
16 stall stable with apartment • Lighted stone dust arena •
Great ride out
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Fox Valley Farm
Marshall, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

Historic property on 32 acres in Orange County Hunt • 1st floor mas-
ter, den, grand salon, English kitchen with large DR & billiard room •
2nd kitchen/ bar leads to patio, pool & guest cottage • 7 stall barn
adjoins 3 BR, 2 BA farm manager's house
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Reliance Road
Middletown, Virginia  •  $2,875,000

French Provencal • 158.84 acres • 5-6 Bedrooms • 5 1/2 Baths •
3 Fireplaces • Gourmet Kitchen • Exotic hardwood floors •
Terraced gardens • Koi pond • Frontage on Crooked Run • Also
available on 42.42 acres for $1,750,000
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Little River Lane
The Plains, Virginia  •  $550,000

10 acres • Excellent Fauquier County location • Brick garage
with apartment(needs to be finished) • Septic & well installed •
All utilities to building • Winding driveway by 2 ponds leads to
house site • Private yet easy access to Middleburg & The Plains
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $4,150,000

c. 1889 masterpiece • Stunning site is unmatched in the region • 15 acres amidst 400
protected acres • Main house has 3 BR, amazing kitchen, limestone floors, mahogany
doors, 4 FP • 3 BR guest cottage • 2 BR carriage house • Charming guest quarters •
Great location, stunning views, exquisite detail • Rare find, fantastic value
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Daniel Morrow

Thrice Told Tales

“You are not allowed ser-
vant, horse, or dog, beard, mus-
tache or a wife.  If you get caught 
hazing you are dismissed.  Some 
are. You must not send or accept 
a challenge to a duel.”

--  Francis Henney Smith
VMI Superintendant

Tales of  Christian’s “in-
terview” with Tom Blackburn 
began to crawl out of the Mc-
Dowell Hotel and evolve almost 
as soon as the boys left the bar.  

Hugh Laughlin, the bar-
tender who said he had hid-
den rather than see something 
he’d rather not see, said he saw 
Blackburn and Christian emerg-
ing from their encounter in the 
hotel passageway.  “Both looked 
changed,” he testified.  “Both 
seemed to be in better humor and 
looked satisfied.”

Duty Done

Laughlin was right about 
Blackburn.  Almost as soon as 
he got back to the VMI barracks, 
Tom Blackburn told his room-
mate, Robert Carson, all about 
the affair.  

Christian, he said, had ad-
mitted to his face he was “acting 
properly” or “doing his duty”, 
and that he even “admired” 
Blackburn “for his noble prin-
ciples.”  

According to Carson, 
Blackburn was smiling as he 
told the story and seemed to be 
genuinely in “good humor.” 

Cadet James White Humes, 
who had accompanied Black-
burn and George Baylor Horner 
on the search for Christian, told 
Cadets Robert McKinney,  Ed-
ward Alexander Langhorne,  and 
no doubt a number of others con-
gregated in Cadet Richard Tay-
lor’s that he believed the matter 
“had been adjusted.”  

Richard Taylor said he 
heard that Christian was “very 
frightened and seemed glad to 
get out of the scrape.” Taylor 
agreed that, when all was said 
and done,  “everybody thought 
all parties were satisfied.”    

Cadet Edward Alexander 
Langhorne, a young man with a 
particularly fine-tuned sense of 
personal honor, disagreed.  He 
knew both Christian and Black-
burn and had been with Chris-
tian at McDowell’s both before 
and immediately after the “inter-
view.”  Ned Langhorne insisted 
that Christian, far from being 
mollified or intimidated, has said 
quite clearly to him that “the af-
fair was not done with.”

Thus, several versions of 
the story continued to spread 
around the VMI barracks.  

Cadet John Howard 
Sharp, nearly half a century 
later, claimed that Christian’s 
line about Blackburn’s “noble 
principles” had been  “told all 
around.”  As he remembered the 
line, Christian said:  “I admire 
you Mr. Blackburn for the course 
you took under the circumstanc-
es and would have done just as 
you did.” 

Blackburn, he said,   “cold-
ly made no reply” to Christian’s 
remarks”  but “with a sneer 
turned his back on him and left 
him.”

Relief

	 At Samuel McDowell 
Moore’s House, where Black-
burn’s cousin Mary Evelyn An-
derson was still in residence, 
news of “the interview” had ap-
parently produced a universal 
sigh of relief.  

	 Moore’s fourteen year 
old daughter, Sallie Alexander, 
wrote that to everyone’s de-
light, Blackburn and Christian 
had  shaken hands and “parted 
friends.”  

Blackburn, she wrote in 
her memoirs, had admitted to 
Christian “that he knew nothing 
personal about him” and “had 
only heard about him from hear-
say.”

Sallie had no doubt heard 
the story from Christian’s rival 
for Mary Evelyn Anderson’s 
affections,  Blackburn’s close 
friend, roommate, and the man 
who would eventually marry 
Mary Evelyn, Cadet Alexander 
Broadnax (“Sandy”) Bruce.  

Blackburn had talked to 
Bruce soon after the “interview, 
“ on Saturday evening,  when 
Bruce was on actually on his 
way to visit Mary Anderson. 

Well aware that Bruce, and 
not Christian would be walking 
Mary Evely Anderson to church 
on Sunday, Blackburn asked 
Bruce to tell her “he had taken 
some notice” of the affair with 
Christian.”  

According to Bruce, Black-
burn didn’t go into detail and 
made no mention of how Chris-
tian had conducted himself.  

Like nearly everyone 
else in the Cadet Corps, Bruce 
seemed to think the “affair” was 
over and said so to Mary Evelyn 
and the Moore family.

Fear and Outrage 

Christian, who stood a 
“smallish”  5’8”, was no doubt 
physically intimidated  by his 
encounter Tom Blackburn.  

Blackburn was some four 
inches taller than Christian, sig-
nificantly heavier, and brought 
with him to the hotel not only 
a reputation for settling matters 
with his fists and friends, but two 
such friends in uniform. 

Thus,  at around 3:00 PM 
on Saturday, Christian walked 
into J. M. Pettigrew’s store, to 
pick up an equalizer. 

He picked out a “six-bar-
reled revolver,” one of several 
pistols Pettigrew claimed Chris-
tian had been “considering” for 
“a month past.” 

When Pettigrew asked 
Christian how he intended to pay 
for the weapon, the notoriously 
penurous orphan law student  
told him, “he was looking for 
money every day,” and would 
pay “when he got it.”   

Pettigrew, a well-known 
Lexington merchant, and one of 
the directors of the local bank,  
later swore he had no idea that 
Christian “had a difficulty with 

any one.” He let him take the 
pistol on credit.

Christian knew a little 
about pistols.  Before entering 
law school in Lexington he had 
been asked to leave the Virginia 
Baptist Seminary for threatening 
its president with one.  

His selection of the pep-
perbox (and perhaps the notion 
that he might well be able to get 
away with using it) may also 
have been inspired by recent 
events at the nearby University 
of Virginia   

On December 21, 1853, 
the day after Christian had 
asked Mary Anderson to “walk 
out” with him, the Governor of 
Virginia  had pardoned a for-
mer UVA student from Amherst 
County, a “graceless scamp” 
named John Singleton Mosby, 
for using just such a weapon to 
shoot a stidemt named George 
Turpin.  

Turpin was tall, handsome, 
and popular, with a reputation as 
a brawler and campus bully.

Mosby, it was true,  had 
served time, but in the end had 
both regained his freedom and 
redeemed his “honor.”  Chief 
among the arguments that won 
over the Governor were Mos-
by’s claims of self-defense and 
allegations of  prejudice on the 
part of the jury toward the well-
known and highly popular vic-
tim of Mosby’s pepperbox. 

Whatever he was thinking, 
Christian, pistol in hand, quickly 
returned to his room in  McDow-
ell’s Hotel.   

There, shortly after 3:00 
p.m. he showed up in William R. 
Winn’s room.   Another law stu-
dent, W. M. Morris, showed up a 
few minutes later. 

By all accounts Winn and 
Morris were the first to hear 
the Christian’s version of the 
encounter with Blackburn and 
friends.

It was also, apparantly the 
first time Christian told anyone 
the details of what he considered 
an unbearable and now terribly 
public humiliation at the hands 
of Mary Evelyn Anderson, 

Winn and Morris reacted 
predictably, though perhaps not 
in precisely in the way Christian 
might have preferred.  

“I asked why he did not 
knock Blackburn down?” Winn 
later testified.  

Morris, equally shocked by 
what he considered a blatant in-
sult, asked why he “didn’t pitch 
into him?”

Christian offered the boys 
three good reasons. 

First, he said, the taller and 
heavier Blackburn “could whip 
six of him.” 

Second, he believed at the 
time that Blackburn was armed.

Third, Christian said, there 
were several Cadets present at 
the “interview”  while he, “had 
not a friend” in sight.

In fact, the more he talked 
about it, the more Christian said 
he believed he had been set up. 

It was a  “preconcerted af-
fair” he told Winn and Morris.  
While he was in the office (and 
bar) at McDowell’s, he said,  
“one of the Cadets” had taken 
his heavy, silver-headed walking 
stick “out of his hands.” 

There were also, he said,  
several Cadets standing about 
the door of the hotel “some of 
whom came up with Blackburn.”  

Christian didn’t mention 
that it was young Cadet Edward 
Alexander Langhorne from Am-
herst who had asked to see his 
cane, had given it back, and had 
been standing beside Christian 
at McDowell’s,  watching for 
“young ladies” minutes before 
Blackburn and his friends ar-
rived. 

Christian then asked Winn 
and Morris what he should do.

Morris replied there was 
but one response possible for a 
gentleman:   “Christian had been 
basely slandered . . . he would 
either have to challenge Black-
burn or encounter him in a street 
fight. “

Christian reiterated that a 
formal challenge was out of the 
question, now remembering that 
Colonel Smith, the VMI Com-
mandant,  kept his cadets under 

such tight scrutiny there would 
be no way for Blackburn to get 
away to engage in a formal duel. 

Then, the law student not-
ed, there was the law.  

Duelling was illegal in 
Virginia and  Christian, who 
had just had to ask for credit to 
buy his new pepperbox,   had no 
money to set up a challenge in 
some place like North Carolina 
unless, he said,  he could him-
self get “away to Richmond or 
Lynchburg” for a loan.

As for a simple street fight, 
Christian once more made him-
self absolutely clear.   

“Well,” he said to Morris,  
“you wouldn’t let Blackburn 
beat me to death, would you?” 

Morris, by now worried 
that Christian might well do 
nothing at all,  replied that, if it 
came to a street brawl, he would  
“pull him off if I saw him on 
you.”

The Blackburn Murder

Lexington Virginia and Washington College
Detail from Painting by Casimir Bohn 1857
Courtesy VMI Archives

• Lawn Mower
• Wood Chipper
• Lawn Trimmer
• Chain Saw

• Garden Tiller
• Pole Saw
• Back Pack Blower
• Fertilizer Spreader

What About Your YARD EQUIPMENT?

WE RENT & SERVICE 
LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

Now OPEN Saturday 7:00am - 11:00am

Pastimes



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
AMRFP.com

OLD WOODS ROAD, DELAPLANE, VA
Adorable Farmhouse style home on 3 wooded acres only minutes to I-66 at
Marshall. Newly renovated chef ’s kitchen with custom cherry cabinets and top
line appliances, family room with fireplace, large deck and patio for entertaining,
first floor BR & BA, + add’l 3BR, & 3FBA. LL has media & game area with gas
fireplace + private office. 2 car garage. $395,500.

Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527

GRACEWOOD, DELAPLANE, VA
Gracewood, 28 acres, Piedmont Hunt. Stunning, brick, Federal 4 bedroom
residence with 12' ceilings on first floor. Beautifully landscaped pool and
grounds. 7 stall stable with tack, wash and feed rooms. Riding arena, dimensions
of regulation dressage ring. All in immaculate condition. $2,499,000.

Carole Miller 540-687-2233
Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

EQUESTRIAN FACILITY, ALDIE, VA
Beautiful 100 acre facility with multiple center aisle barns offering stabling for 50+ horses.
Two existing outdoor arenas and a pad site for an indoor, frontage on Goose Creek and miles
of trails. A cute renovated 3 BR cottage and potential for another home. Very convenient to
major commuter routes. Surrounded by 400 acres in conservation easement. $2,490,000.

Cindy Polk 703-966-9480
David O’Flaherty 540-687-0383

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Classic stone farm house dating from the early 1800’s located on the Virginia
Scenic byway, Snickersville Turnpike, N.E. of Middleburg. Restored main residence
with 3 finished levels, small guest cottage, 2 bedroom house, pool, pond, barns,
stable, fields & woods on 48 acres (in 2 parcels). Surrounded by farms in scenic
easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,250,000.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

THE WOODS, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Located on prestigious Zulla Road near Middleburg. The perfect country retreat. 5.2 acres. Delightful
house. Large LR has one wall of glass looking into well groomed woods and large pond. First floor
master BR, stone terraces. 3 additional BRs. Gallery connects house to 3 car garage with lovely office
and guest quarters above. Pool, landscaping. Everything in mint condition. Priced to sell. $1,200,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222
Carole Miller 540-687-2233

WINTER FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
302 acres of paradise, close to town. Perfect mix of flat open land, woodland
and Beaverdam Creek frontage as well. West views of the Blue Ridge.
Incredible dairy barn ready for stalls, 3 tenant houses, multiple building sites
for your dream home. This property is not in Conservation easement.
$4,900,000.

Kevin Keane 540-687-2221

HIDDEN CREEK, ORLEAN AREA, VA
Orlean area, 5BR home with 4.5BA. In addition there is a 2 BR, 1 BA guest house
all on partially wooded 10 acres. Main house has hardwood floors, finished lower
level, 2 car garage. Guest house is newly renovated. $599,000.

Kathryn Harrell 540-687-2215
Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527

BURR RIDGE, LEESBURG, VA
Stately, elegant home, formal gardens, views of 3 states from private hilltop. Just
outside of Leesburg. Convenient to Dulles Greenway & Dulles Airport. 50 acres,
tenant house, pool, pool house. $2,700,000.

Kevin Keane 540-687-2221
Babette Scully 540-687-2220

WOODSIDE FARM, DELAPLANE, VA
Historic Federal style home on 32 acres complete with equine facilities including 7 stall barn & paddocks. Other
amenities include pool, studio/apartment, large equipment shed. 5 BR/3+BA house is meticulously maintained
and updated with spacious well- appointed rooms. Ideal for family living as well as entertaining. Scenic setting
with lovely gardens as well as mountain and water views over large pond. Convenient  location. $2,500,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Kathryn Harrell 540-687-2215
Jim Thompson 540-687-2224
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ROCK RIDGE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Great Location. Orange County Hunt. 94 acres. 5 bedroom stone & brick main
residence with paneled library, elegant woodwork and beautiful aged wood
floors. The house is sited on a hillside with fabulous views. 22 stall main barn, 5
stall barn. Outdoor ring, run-in sheds. 3 bedroom cottage. 2 bedroom tenant house.
Superb facility for horses. Excellent ride out. $4,950,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Jim Thompson 540-687-3216

FERNBROOK FARM, ORLEAN, VA
Exceptionally private property on 41 acres in Orlean area. Ideal equestrian property located in
Warrenton Hunt territory with custom built 4 stall barn with bath and large attached 4 bay
garage, large paddocks, and miles of ride out. Spacious & well maintained 4BR, 4.5BA house with
open floor plan, wonderful decks, pool, & porches to enjoy the country views. $1,100,000.

Kathryn Harrell 540-687-2215
Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527
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WIND FIELDS FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
1853 stone house on 464 acres. Eight bedroom meticulously updated classic
Virginia farmhouse. A few of the many amenities include tastefully updated
cottages and guest houses, pool, barns, and riding arena. Majestic views and
water frontage. $15,800,000.

Kathryn Harrell 540-687-2215
Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
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