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At 10:30 PM on July 14, the 
Middleburg Town Council agreed to 
annex the 340-acre Salamander Inn 
property under terms outlined in a 

three-page “Memorandum of Understanding” 
between the Town and Dr. Sheila Johnson’s 
Salamander Development, LLC. 

The annexation will nearly double the 
town’s land area, and will include Salaman-
der’s proposed 120-room inn, and as many as 
49 new residences.  Salamander, in return, will 
build a new sewage treatment plant to serve 
the entire town. By some estimates the annual 
taxes and fees paid by the new Inn and Spa will 
amount to as much as half the Town’s current 
operating budget.

The 4-3 approval followed three hours 
of public debate, and came only after Coun-
cil-member Mark Snyder forced last-min-
ute amendments to two key provisions of the 
“Memorandum of Understanding.”

Mark Snyder, Betsy Davis, Darlene Kirk, 
and Eura Lewis voted in favor of the “under-
standing.”  Helen Hyre, “Bundles” Murdock, 
and Margaret New voted “no.”

Mayor Tim Dimos, who could only vote 
in case of a tie, approved of both the deal and 
the hard work by all parties that led up to it.  
“I think this is good for Middleburg,” he said.  
“The process is working.” 

The “Understanding”
In brief, the Town and Salamander Devel-

opment, LLC, agreed on Thursday only to draft 
and sign further formal agreements incorporat-
ing the following mutual commitments.

Town Commitments
If proper zoning changes and exceptions 

can be obtained from the Loudoun County gov-
ernment, Middleburg promises to move swiftly 
to annex the entire Salamander property, and 
provide appropriate water and sewer services 
to the planned Resort and Spa at standard rates.  
At Council Member Mark Snyder’s insistence, 
special reduced tap-fees for up to 49 houses in 
the planned resort were eliminated from the 
agreement.

Pending further design and review, the 
Town also agreed, in principle, to approve 
access to the development from Pendleton 
Street.

Salamander Commitments
Salamander, in return, promises to:
1)  replace the town’s waste water treat-

ment plant and provide other duly-noted waste-
water and fi re-fi ghting upgrades to the water 
system at “no cost to the Town” and “to stan-
dards approved by the Town.” Estimates of the 
cost of the new plant run as high as $4 to $5 
million. Salamander agreed to spend whatever 

was required.
2) turn over to the Town the new water 

system, and  associated potable-water wells 
newly dug on the Salamander property, “upon 
completion” of the improvements to the water 
system.

3) agree to the assignment of an existing 
easement from the County to the Town; ex-
pressly prohibiting the building of a golf course 
on it;  and, if plans should require changes in 
the easement boundaries, to guarantee than 
no less than 75% of it would be designated as 
“open space.”  

Because the town would be supplying  wa-
ter and sewer services to the resort, Salamander 
also agreed to add the land that would other-
wise have been required for septic fi elds to the 
designated as  “open space.”

To further ensure that the open space 
would be protected from a future, and possibly 
more “development-oriented” Town Council, 
the parties also agreed that the Town could 
designate the Virginia Outdoors Foundation” 
as “an additional benefi ciary” of the easement.  
At Council Member Mark Snyder’s insistence, 
Salamander further agreed, on the spot  that the 
assignment would take place, at a date certain, 
ideally no later than June 1, 2006. Rather than 
“upon completion of the Resort.”

4) limit development on the entire 340-acre 
property (which includes the 88 acres already 
within town limits) to the 120-room resort and 
its associated facilities, and to no more than 49 
new “residential dwelling units”

The Debate
A standing room only crowd had gathered 

at the Town offi ces well before Mayor Dimos 
gaveled the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

After a short presentation and plea for sup-
port against high-density development south of 
Dulles Airport by Laura Tekrony and Cheryl 
Hutchinson of “Citizens to Save the Transition 
Area” Mayor Dimos opened the fl oor, for the 
last time, for public comments on the proposed 
“memorandum of understanding.”

There were more than twenty speakers, the 
vast majority of them Town residents or busi-
ness owners.  Most of them favored the pro-
posal. A signifi cant minority spoke in opposi-
tion.  Several speakers counseled further delay, 
reconsideration or refi nement of the “memo-
randum.” Though he had requested that speak-
ers observe a three-minute time limit, Mayor 
Dimos declined to enforce it, noting that the 
issues being discussed were too important to 
not discuss fully.

Highlights “Pro”
Those who favored a “yes” vote by the 

Council nearly all emphasized that the Sala-
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Glen Gordon Lodge, Rappahannock Co.
Extraordinary renovation of country hunting lodge near
Washington, VA. Great for corporate retreat or family
compound. 45 acres, superb main house, manager's
house, 2 bedroom guest house, stable, pool. Views,
massive beech trees and gardens. $2,900,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-687-6395 
Alan Zuschlag 540-675-1488

SOTHEBY’S WORLDWIDE OFFERING

Rocky Knoll, The Plains, VA
Superior custom built Victorian on 20 acres. Very
private protected location between The Plains and
Middleburg. 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths.
Completely handicap accessible, chef's commercial
kitchen, 6,000-bottle wine cellar, elevator. $2,900,000.
Patricia Burns 540-454-6723
Clyde Lamond 540-687-5655 

23317 Potts Mill Road, Middleburg, VA
Delightful French Country home with paddocks and
run-in sheds 3 minutes from Middleburg, half hour from
Dulles. 3 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 2 fireplaces, wonderful
pool and terraces. Extremely well built with top of the
line appliances and mechanicals. 6.3 acres. $995,000.
Babette Scully 540-687-3323

Windance Farm, Purcellville, VA
Spectacular equestrian mini-estate on 33+ acres near
Middleburg. Excellent horse facilities with indoor arena
and 7 stall center aisle barn. Welcoming Colonial style
farmhouse with 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, completely
remodeled. Piedmont Hunt territory. $2,550,000.
Clyde Lamond 540-687-5655 
Patricia Burns 540-454-6723

Chancellor’s Rock, Rappahannock Co.
The ultimate in privacy and quiet sophistication. 446
acres. Log and stone main residence, 2 guest houses,
manager's house, pool/dining complex, barn, numerous
outbuildings. Beautiful gardens. Hiking and walking
trails, frontage on Rappahannock River. Price upon
request.
Gloria Armfield 540-687-6395

Fleetwood Farm, Delaplane, VA
1,441 acres near Middleburg. Beautiful land, 5 bedroom
brick farmhouse, 3 tenant houses, old mill, barns,
streams, pond, fabulous views. A rare opportunity to
obtain a large parcel with substantial tax benefits possible.
$21,615,000.
Nathalie Kaye 540-687-6395
Jim.Thompson@erols.com 540-687-3216

Preserve Our Beautiful 
Rural Countryside. Put Your 

Property In Open Space Easements!

EXCLUSIVE MEMBER OF THE ESTATES CLUB

P.O. Box 1500 · 204 E. Washington St.  ·  Middleburg, VA 20117
540-687-6395  ·  Metro 703-478-1079

322 Main St.  ·  Washington, VA 22747  ·  540-675-1488
www.armfieldmillerripley.com  ·  E-mail: amr@crosslink.net

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE AFFILIATE OF

Fairfield, Middleburg, VA
Special location with 4+ acres just east of Middleburg.
1st floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, living
room, dining room with access to screened porch
overlooking the pool. Two additional bedrooms, bath
and powder room, den, family room, eat-in kitchen and
library. Attached 2-car garage.  $1,300,000.
Gloria Armfield 540-687-6395

Springfield Farm, Delaplane, VA
Enchanting setting on 7+acres. Recently remodeled
1803 main house, with 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths, pool
and guest house with 2 full baths. Pond, stream, rolling
hills. Great opportunity to own an organic farming
operation with-state-of-the-art greenhouses. Very private.
Village zoning. $1,165,000.
Julie Martin 540-364-2100

SOTHEBY’S WORLDWIDE OFFERING

Mt. Welby, Middleburg, VA
Exquisitely renovated historic estate in Fauquier near
Rappahannock Co. Generously proportioned rooms and
high ceilings in this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath antebellum home.
Commanding views of the Blue Ridge, old stone walls and 3
ponds on 22 acres. Additional acreage available. Old Dominion
Hounds territory near Marriott Ranch. More photos and
description at www.farms-estates.com. $1,595,000.
Alan Zuschlag 540-937-6124
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mander Resort would be built one 
way or another, no matter what the 
council’s decision.  They argued 
in favor of the “memorandum of 
agreement” by pointing to the cry-
ing need for a new water treatment 
plant, the high cost of building a 
new one, and the health dangers 
and high rates associated with the 
existing system.  They noted the 
benefi ts of additional tax and fee 
revenues that would accrue to the 
Town, rather than to the County if 
the Inn were part of Middleburg.  
Several argued that the Inn would 
attract new and desirable custom-
ers for local businesses as well. 
Retaining Town “control” over the 
project, they argued, was better 
than leaving such matters entirely 
to the County.

Trowbridge Littleton, a twen-
ty-year Council veteran, argued 
that the Council should consider 
their vote as a “moral decision” 
that would produce profound and 
long-lasting effects on the town.  
In a veiled reference to rumors that 
some members opposing the Inn 

would be leaving the area soon, 
Littleton insisted  that “those who 
will not be here in two or three 
years” should abstain.  “Without 
Salamander,” he said, “our water 
bills will soon be higher than our 
mortgages.”

Sonny Underwood argued that 
if the Council voted no, “the town 
becomes Lovettsville.”

Reggie Dawson came prepared 
with a “show and tell” presenta-
tion, in the form of brown=bags 
of comparative sprawl.  With 
Dawson’s “Salamander Lunch 
Special” one got a little sprawl, 
but alongside it, more open space, 
town control, a guarantee of no air 
traffi c and no golf course, a free 
waste water plant and fresh-water 
wells, a relationship with an or-
ganization that would work with 
the town, and a large increase in 
revenue.

Dawson’s “Developers De-
light” came with “65 to 90% 
land-use saturation, traffi c, crime, 
unsightly sprawl, septic system 
pollution, and no wells, no water 

system, no guaranteed open space, 
and no revenue windfall for the 
town.

Noting that pubic comment at 
the Council’s Friday special ses-
sion was 3 to 1 in favor of annex-
ing the Salamander project, he de-
manded that any Council Member 
who voted “no” come up with a 
plan to fund the infrastructure that 
would be required to handle the 
“blight” that would follow.

Howard Armfi eld argued that 
a “no vote” made “no sense” giv-
en the jobs the Inn would generate 
and the water treatment facility it 
would provide.

Kim Hart, speaking on behalf 
of many of the residents of Windy 
Hill, urged a “yes” vote because 
the jobs provided by the Inn, and 
the economic stimulus it would 
provide for the rest of the town,  
would be especially good for the 
poorest citizens of Middleburg.

Richard Kirk argued that, as 
“senior citizen” he could simply 
not afford to keep paying $500 per 
quarter for sewer and wa-

ter services.  If Salamander didn’t 
build the new water treatment 
plant, he noted, the town would 
have to foot the bill and its fi xed-
income senior citizens simply 
couldn’t afford it.

Hump Astorga argued that 
the Inn would attract the kind of 
people he needed to attract to his 
restaurant

Colonel Brady argued that 
“poor development” would do 
more damage to Middleburg than 
the Union Army.

The President and CEO of the 
Loudoun County Convention and 
Visitors Association, Cheryl Kil-
day, cited survey data showing that 
even visitors who already loved 
Middleburg were overwhelmingly 
in favor of adding amenities like 
the Inn and Spa.

Pauline Wisdom, noted the 
decline of the “quality of visitor” 
over the sixteen years she’s been 
in business in Middleburg.  She 
urged a “yes” vote to promote a 
better class of tourist.

News of Note

The Piedmont 
C o m m u n i t y 
Foundation an-
nounces the 

creation of the Peter M. 
Howard Memorial Fund. 
This is the fi rst fund set 
up by a family in the com-
munity foundation. The 
fund has been established 
by the Howard family to 
honor the charitable work 
of long-time Middleburg 
area resident Peter How-
ard. Peter was the late hus-
band of Susan Howard of 
Middleburg, son of Elea-
nor and Gordon Howard, 
Glenview, IL; brother of 
Meribeth Cooper, Mari-
etta, GA.; Martha Petrie, 
Eagle-Vail, CO; Miranda 
Haddock, Portage, MI.; 
and Paul Howard of Chey-
enne, WY.

The Peter M. Howard 
Memorial has been setup as 

a restricted Fund to benefi t 
charities whose work sup-
ports preservation of his-
toric properties and preser-
vation of open space in the 
geographical area served 
by the Piedmont Commu-
nity Foundation (the area 
includes the northern Pied-
mont region of Virginia, 
specifi cally Loudoun and 
Fauquier Counties). This 
fund will grow and ma-
ture to produce an income 
stream to fund competitive 
grants in the areas of inter-
est noted above. 

Peter Howard was 
born in Oak Park, Illinois 
and raised in Wilmette, 
Ill. He graduated from the 
US Military Academy at 
West Point where he fi rst 
became interested in mili-
tary history.  He served in 
combat as an infantry offi -
cer in Vietnam and Korea. 

After two combat tours he 
served as a Ranger Instruc-
tor at Fort Benning, GA. 
Following military service, 
Peter received a

 Peter M. Howard 
Memorial Fund law de-
gree from Northwestern 
University and began his 
law career at the Santa Fe 
Railroad in Chicago. He 
continued his career with 
Mobil Oil Corporation as 
a corporate lawyer in New 
York, Denver and Wash-
ington, D.C. He lived in 
the Middleburg area from 
1988 until his death Sep-
tember 5, 2004.

During his years in 
Virginia Peter actively 
supported the Atoka based 
Mosby Heritage  Area 
Association serving on 
its board, and support-
ing two key programs; 
education and the annual 

Civil War Conference at 
the Middleburg Commu-
nity Center. He also sup-
ported the Piedmont En-
vironmental Council and 
Middleburg Beautifi cation 
and Preservation, Inc. as 
well as other preservation 
related charities.

In delivering the eu-
logy at Peter’s funeral, his 
brother Paul described Pe-
ter as follows:

“He was not a man 
concerned with perception 
or image. He didn’t wear 
his past or his achieve-
ments on his sleeve. He was 
committed to the here and 
now and took advantage of 
all that life gave him. He 
was impatient with delay. 
Whatever the day brought, 
Peter’s slogan was ‘Let’s 
GO!’”

Through his Memo-
rial Fund, Peter Howard’s 

family believes he will 
continue to lead the way as 
the funds work to preserve 
and protect Virginia’s his-
tory and environment.

Peter M. Howard Me-
morial Fund Foundation 
directors deeply appreciate 
the foresight of the How-
ard family in establishing 
a charter milestone for the 
community foundation 
with their tribute to Peter.   
Gifts can be added to the 
fund at anytime.

The community foun-
dation is structured to sup-
port all manner of chari-
table interests important 
to donors.  For more in-
formation please contact 
Karen Krei, Executive 
Director, Piedmont Com-
munity Foundation at 540 
687 5223. 

Peter M. Howard Memorial Fund

Town Council
Continued From Page 1
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George Lingauer urged a 
“yes” vote for the sake of the town 
and posterity.

Tom Patterson, a self-de-
scribed “rate-payer and sewer 
smeller” noted that the “memo-
randum of understanding” was not 
designed to spell out every detail 
of an agreement between Sala-
mander and the Town, and should 
not be judged on that basis.  He 
also joined Trowbridge Littleton 
in urging Council Members who 
would be leaving town to abstain 
from voting.  

Steve Plescow, Chairman of 
the Planning Commission, reit-
erated his personal view that the 
memorandum should be approved.  
The understanding, he said, “meets 
the vision of what we needed” and 
avoids leaving Middleburg in the 
position of giving up all signifi -
cant control over the project to the 
County.

Tommy Dodson described the 
“understanding” as a document 
that “allows us to control the des-
tiny of an important edge of the 
village.”  Kathy Bernache agreed.

Highlights “Anti”
The minority who spoke 

against approval included those 
who opposed any development 
of the Salamander property at all, 
those who were opposed to what 
they perceived as a project grown 
too large, and  those who were 
simply opposed to one or more of 
the detailed terms outlined in (or 
omitted from)  the memorandum 
of agreement.  

Richard Strother expressed 
concern that the Memorandum, as 
written,  didn’t offer enough “pro-
tection” for the town, especially 
given the broad range of possible 
uses for the land allowed under the 
zoning requested by Salamander.  
He cited the lack of specifi c and 
detailed pledges NOT to use the 

land for many of those purposes.  
He urged the council to vote “no” 
but to continue discussions with 
Salamander.

Valerie Kelly expressed doubts 
about whether or not the owner of 
the Salamander project could be 
relied upon to do what’s best for 
Middleburg.  She, like Strowd, 
argued that the memorandum of 
agreement lacked detail and did 
not offer enough formal protection 
for the town.  She took the Town 
Council to task particularly for its 
failure to pursue alternate sources 
of funding to upgrade the Town 
water treatment facility.

Former Redskin Sam Huff 
was more personal in his attacks. 
Noting that in Middleburg, unlike 
New York, one knew the people 
one “ran into in the Post Offi ce,” 
he nodded toward Dr. Johnson and 
quipped that he’d never seen HER 
in the Middleburg Post Offi ce. Ar-
guing that a large facility like the 
Salamander Inn would be more 
appropriate for Leesburg, he asked 
Mrs. Johnson why she didn’t take 
her Inn there. Then, noting that 
he’d recently attended a charity 
fund raiser with “forty hall-of-fam-
ers” at Lansdowne, he argued that 
“she’d never get forty hall-of-fam-
ers to come here.”  He accused the 
Council of preparing to “sell the 
town to Salamander” and warned 
them that his old friend, Paul Mel-
lon, would be “turning over in his 
grave” if they voted in favor of 
the agreement.  “Don’t sell out 
Middleburg,” he shouted, to vig-
orous applause from the minority 
who shared his views.

Cheryl Hall asserted that 
Middleburg didn’t really need a 
$4 million water treatment plant, 
and that the money required for a 
smaller facility could and should 
be acquired though bond sales 
or other sources of revenue.  She 
agreed with Sam Huff that what 

Salamander was proposing was a 
“huge facility” inappropriate for 
Middleburg and noted her personal 
regret that the “Harriman property” 
had been purchased by Dr. Johnson 
rather than by the Piedmont Envi-
ronmental Council,  Character-
izing Salamander’s assertion that 
a failure to reach agreement with 
the Town about annexation would 
give them no choice but to pursue 
options under existing zoning laws 
as “blackmail”, she, quoting Huff, 
urged the council not to “sell out.” 

Nancy West noted that she 
had supported the Salamander 
project when it was described as a 
40-room country inn with a world-
class restaurant attached, similar to 
the Inn at Little Washington.  The 
“new” development, she said, was 
simply “too big” and included “too 
many new houses.”

Roxine Hill cast doubt on 
the size of the estimated revenue 
stream that the Inn would gener-
ate.  Using independently col-
lected data from what she termed 
“comparable” facilities (among 
them the 170-room Boar’s Head 
Inn in Charlottesville, the 143-
room Mansion on Turtle Creek, in 
Dallas, and the 161-room Lodge at 
Pebble Beach) she argued that oc-
cupancy rates would average clos-
er to 55% than 70%.  She agreed 
with Sam Huff that “we shouldn’t 
sell out Middleburg” but noted 
pointedly that “Dr. Johnson loves 
this town too.” She “challenged” 
Dr. Johnson to “do more work” 
and  “give us more time to tidy up 
the agreement.”

Michael Motion, a business 
owner for 15 years, argued that a 
smaller project would be better for 
Middleburg.

Susan van Wagner noted that 
she “doesn’t let her dog drink the 
water” but insisted that bowing to 
“threats” and  “selling out to Sala-
mander” for a water plant was sim-

ply “short-sighted.”  Noting her 
successful efforts to raise funds 
to support the “Route 50 Traffi c 
Calming Project” she argued that 
Middleburg would have little or 
no trouble fi nding funds for a new 
water treatment plant.

The Salamander Position
After two hours of debate, at 

9:45 PM,  Mayor Dimos called on 
Prem Devedas and Jonathan Rak,  
to speak for Salamander Develop-
ment, LLC. 

Both praised the Council for 
its hard work.

Rak briefl y addressed some of 
the specifi c issues and mispercep-
tions that had emerged during the 
preceding three hours. 

Salamander, he noted, would 
specifi cally renounce many of the 
“rights” granted by AR-2 zoning 

that had caused special concern to 
Richard Strowd. In addition, Sala-
mander  would conform to town 
zoning regulations; would work 
with both the county and town to 
address traffi c issues;  would ad-
dress any and all water-treatment 
issues, including radio-nucleo-
tides; would conform to the spirit 
and letter of both town and county 
comprehensive plans; would re-
zone from AR-3 to AR-2 zoning, 
reducing impact on the land by 
94%; would assign open space to 
the town; and would work with the 
town to rezone the 88 acres of Sal-
amander property already within 
the town limits.

If the town voted to reject the 
Memorandum of Understanding, 
he admitted, Salamander would 

News of Note
Town Council
Continued From Page 3

Continued Page 7
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Our Earth
The Garden in High Summer
The Plant Lady

Karen  Rexrode

Tall daisies, great domes 
of Joe-Pye Weed and 
fl uffy plumes on peren-
nial grasses, the garden 

sways and becomes a sizable pres-
ence, this is the garden of high 
summer. Possibly a descriptive 
term, or rather a reference to the 
long days and higher temperatures, 
either way it’s apt. One imagines 
sipping from a tall glass in the 
shade, a mint julep with a fresh 
sprig of mint or ice tea with a stalk 
of lemon grass as a swivel stick. 
It’s not the time of year that we 
ponder how good the bones are in 
the garden, they’re all hidden un-
der great vascular stalks. Bones are 
for winter, stark and defi ned, great 
effort and expense is employed to 
have a good winter garden. Sum-
mer is full of color and motion, the 
opposite of a winter garden. Plan 
for it, the high summer garden is 
easy to create and rewarding in 
so many ways. Besides the pres-
ence of great plants, one has visit-
ing hummingbirds and butterfl ies, 
movement all day long.

Some high summer perenni-
als require a masterful hand when 
it comes to control. Left to their 
own devices, space is garnered 
by hefty perennials, the whimpier 
plants are eaten alive. Many of the 

rudbeckias are guilty of this. No 
shy spreaders they move along via 
seed and rhizomes. Yet as much as 
they would like to have the fl ower 
beds all to themselves, they are 
much more attractive with com-
pany. One must insist on socializa-
tion. In their midst plant summer 
phlox, ornamental grasses and 
Joe-Pye weed. There are countless 
other options, consider the purple 
leafed sedums, Physocarpus ‘Dia-
blo’, and Eupatorium ‘Chocolate’ 
for dark leafed companions, they 
borrow from the dark center of the 
central cone and echo it through-
out the garden. High summer is 
also eupatorium time, many re-
main showy into late September. 
Aside from the eupatorium known 
as Joe-Pye weed (dubium, fi stulo-
sum, purpureum and maculatum) 
there is Eupatorium hyssopifolium 
with white heads that open on 
dense horizontal umbels. There is 
E. coelestinum or hardy ageratum, 
just like the annual ageratum, the 
blue fl owers are beautiful and mix 
well with all things. They romp via 
subsurface rhizomes, coming up 
in any open spaces and bloom as 
high summer is ending and night 
temperatures begin to cool.

As July ends and August be-
gins the hardy hibiscus fl ower. 
Their oversized fl owers are often 
matched with gorgeous foliage, 

particularly on Hibiscus ‘Kop-
per King’ and H. coccineus. Not 
fond of dry soil, plan their place-
ment and their partners. Many a 
suburban gardener has plunked 
a hardy hibiscus in the lawn with 
only a circle of mulch at its feet 
- no - they need company. Adored 
by Japanese beetles, the mix of 

companions is often enough to 
confuse the enemy. Underplant 
with Panicum ‘Dewey Blue’, Eu-
phorbia ‘Chameleon’, Eupatorium 
‘Purple Bush’ and the late fl ower-
ing daylily ‘Orchid Corsage’, this 
my friend is unforgettable!

If the best of winter gardens is 
full of good bones then I suspect 

that the summer garden is about 
muscle, cartilage and sinew. They 
wrap around the good bones, some 
capable of becoming the fat of the 
garden rather than the tone. Use 
your muscle to tame them and 
keep a balance. Both you and your 
garden will look all the better for 
it.

All the King’s Horses
Exquisite Equine Art

& Whimsical Gifts

24 South King Street     Historic District
Leesburg, Virginia 20175    703-777-7989

www.AllKingsHorses.com Rain Date: Sunday, August 14th

Premier pastel artist Lesley Harrison will debut and sign "Some Dreams
Last a Lifetime" posters to benefit Loudoun Therapeutic Riding Foundation

A stunning new bronze sculpture "King of Kings" by Judy Nordquist will be unveiled

Live Spanish guitar music will be performed in the gallery

A tiny black miniature horse and a full-size black Friesian mare will be
on hand for the children

BBQ cookout and refreshments will be served from noon to 6 pm

R.G.M.
GRAPHICS, INC
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Town Council
Continued From Page 4

consider itself free to use the land 
outside Middleburg as it was cur-
rently zoned by the County.  Cur-
rent zoning would allow as many 
as 84 new homes to be built:  one 
home per three-acre lot.

Town Administrator
Before giving the members of 

the Town Council an opportunity 
to speak Mayor Dimos called on 
Town Administrator Mike Casey 
for his opinion.

Casey noted that the memo-
randum in its current form was the 
product of much work and many 
long hours of negotiation.  In his 
opinion, it represented good value 
for both parties, and he urged its 
acceptance.

The Vote
The fi nal vote on the “Memo-

randum of Understanding” would 
come only after a dramatic fi nal 
round of closing remarks by mem-
bers of the Town Council.

At 10:00 PM, with the out-
come of the debate still very much 
in doubt, Mayor Dimos gave each 
member of the Council an oppor-
tunity to speak before he called for 
a fi nal vote.  Some had prepared 
formal statements.

Davis
Vice Mayor Betsy Davis 

spoke fi rst. She urged approval of 
the agreement, citing nearly every 
point made by the proposal’s ad-
vocates during the course of the 
evening.

Hyre
Helen Hyre said she’d vote 

no, noting in particular her oppo-
sition to the notion of “one person 
owning half the town.”

Murdock
“Bundles” Murdock noted 

that the town, “ . . . is at a point 
where restoration and preserva-
tion, rather than growth from new 
development” should be its pri-
mary goals.  She neither liked nor 
fully understood the new agree-
ment, she said, and argued that al-
ternative sources of funding for a 
new water treatment facility could 
be found.

Kirk
Darlene Kirk called for ac-

cepting the agreement for the sake 
of ongoing town control.  “Other-
wise,” she noted, “the County gets 
the revenue and we get the traf-
fi c.”  As for Dr. Johnson’s good 
will, she said,  it was certainly not 
is Salamander’s interest to harm 
the town.

New
Margaret New argued that 

“It’s not about money, it should be 
about values.”  She urged a “no” 
vote because, among other things,  

she opposed “guaranteed profi ts” 
as a matter of principle; believed 
developers should do “what is 
right for the land: and considered 
the “Harriman track” a “piece of 
hallowed ground.”  She said she 
favored a small inn, but thought 
120 rooms, a “Marriott sized 
model,” was excessive.  She also 
feared, she said, that the Council 
was being “blinded by the sparkle 
of a windfall of cash.”

Snyder
With only himself, and pro-

Salamander Council Member Eura 
Lewis left to speak, Mark Snyder 
dropped a bombshell.  He’d pre-
pared no remarks, he said, and he 
needed some help . . . to vote yes.  

If he were to vote “yes”, he 
said, two things had to be changed 
in the memorandum of understand-
ing:  1) Salamander would have to 
give up the guaranteed, fi xed-rate, 
discounted tap rates (the fees paid 
for connecting new facilities to the 
water and sewer system) promised 
for as many as 49 new houses on 
Salamander property; and 2)  Sal-
amander would have to promise to 
assign its easements to the town at 
a fi xed date, ideally before June 1, 
2006, rather than “upon comple-
tion of the Inn.”

Salamander’s Prem Devadas 
and Jonathan Rak put their heads 
together immediately to discuss 
Snyder’s demands.

Mayor Dimos moved on.
Lewis

 Eura Lewis, the last 
Council Member to speak, spoke 
at length in favor of the agree-
ment, citing, like Betsy Davis, 
nearly all the benefi ts outlined in 
the agreement and by proponents 
during the course of the evening.

Decisions
Mark Snyder, however, had 

put the ball back in Salamander’s 
court.  It was nearly 10:30 PM.  
The Council was split three to 
three.  Snyder’s vote would be de-
cisive.

It didn’t take long for Devadas 
and Rak to announce that Sala-
mander would meet Snyder’s de-
mands.

Mayor Dimos called for a 
reading of the revisions to the 
“Memorandum of Agreement.”

Vice-Mayor and Council 
Member Betsy Davis moved that 
the Council accept it.

Eura Davis seconded the mo-
tion.

Mark Snyder voted “yes.”
Final vote:  four to three in fa-

vor of annexation under the terms 
of the “understanding.”

“I think this is good for 
Middleburg,” said Mayor Dimos.  
“This is win/win.”
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DCJS#11-1765

Brian Lichorowic

Ever since I took on this 
endeavor – penning this 
monthly column – I have 
been able to measure the 

impact of my wares as I read the 
emails I’ve received from Eccen-
tric readers. Some are complimen-
tary, some genuinely need help 
and some need a cooking class.

Below are a smidgen I’d like 
to share with you.

Q: What makes you qualifi ed 
to be teaching or giving advice 
on anything epicurean, let alone 
be writing about it?  Anonymous, 
Middleburg, VA

A: Good question “Anony-
mous,” but if you’re going to 
email someone anonymously, you 

may want to take your name out 
of your email address and Internet 
header. It really kind of kills the 
whole point.

Bloodline is your answer. I’m 
the 4th of now six generations of 
restaurateurs. My great grandfa-
ther and grandfather ran full ser-
vice inn’s in Krakow, Poland be-
fore immigrating in 1938. In the 
‘70’s my family had eight restau-
rants running at once.  The small-
est, a four-diamond that seated 50, 
and the largest a huge, expanded 
mansion that sat 1,650. 

I grew up and worked in the 
latter, the family’s fl agship prop-
erty called “Dibble’s Inn” outside 
of Syracuse, NY. My childhood 
consisted of child slave labor with 
a mixture of hands on learning and 

helping people regain composure 
after doing a face plant in one of 
our fountains after four hours of 
open bar. 

My earliest memory is of 
scooping ice cream on Saturdays at 
the ripe old age of seven on a step-
ping stool my grandfather made 
so I could reach into the freez-
ers.  From then on, it was a pretty 
strange childhood as my Dad “fast 
tracked” my brothers and me. 

I thought every kid had to 
clean and debone 400 whole roast-
ers (chickens) every Tuesday af-
ternoon after school.  Wednesdays 
we’d break down all the sides of 
beef that come in for the weekend.  
Thursdays we’d load into a 1969 
International Scout and go collect 
the local produce needed for the 

week from the local farmers.  Fri-
days, we’d prep it all.  In between 
all of this madness we’d have to 
service the scheduled banquets, 
business meetings and buses and 
buses of tourist groups (fi lled with 
blue hairs).

During two weeks of the sum-
mer I would get sent off to a CIA-
sponsored summer camp titled 
“Camp for Kid Cooks.”  While 
other kids were camping and ca-
noeing, I’m learning Béarnaise and 
how to make a sour dough starter. 
How messed up is that?

Our trade was large banquets 
but our specialty was weddings. 
Huge weddings. 500+ people, 
three or four of them at once. 
Many at $3.99 for a 40-piece buf-
fet and $4.99 for a four-hour open 
bar. Then, we’d tear it all down 
and prepare for 1,100 inebriated 
Shriners to come in for surf and 
turf with banana fosters for dessert 
followed by an evening of dancing 
and debauchery. 

I’d always check the fountains 
before heading home.

The entire time we’d have a 
three-diamond formal dining room 
open to the public that seated 75 
(coat and tie required) under the 
watchful eye of my mother, “Mrs. 
L.” that was booked months in ad-
vance. 

I worked as a line cook’s help-
er from the age of 11 until 16, and 
then my brothers and I would ro-
tate working as head expediter for 
the formal dining room.  I worked 
with CIA-trained chefs as well as 
off-the-street 30-year line cooks 
who were alcoholics. 

My Dad used to salt the cook-
ing sherry to cut down consump-
tion and improve performance. 
Some had a better sense of taste 
and palate then most of the CIA 
graduates.  Nothing beats experi-
ence. So I watched and learned. If 
Chef passed out in the beer cooler, 
I’d take over the line.  

My Dad was a perfectionist 
(stickler) about many things. The 
biggest was that everything (and I 
mean EVERYTHING) was made 
from scratch. Figure that out; 
you’re cooking for the better part 
of 3500 people every weekend 
and the stock, the gravy, the bread, 
each and every garnish was made 
from square one.  I don’t think you 
see that around much these days. 

I was shipped around to dif-
ferent family restaurants for short 
periods. (This was to help the fam-
ily decipher better what type of 
restaurant you would best fi t into 
upon gradation from college.)

 I cooked my way through col-
lege and continued to take courses. 
I was the fi rst (in four generations 
!)  to leave the family business.  
Needless to say I’m the outcast. 
But my life took a much better 
road than having to deal weekly 
with brides worried about the qual-
ity of my tomato sauce for the ziti 
and if a six-tier cherry cheesecake 
will feed 500.   

So am I qualifi ed ? Probably 
not, but I’m a damn good cook 
and it’s ingrained in my soul.  I’m 
pretty confi dent I could bury some 
of those chefs in the “Iron Chef” 
challenge on Food TV. 

Q: I loved the “No Beast 
Feast” article you wrote about 
vegetarian cooking. What else can 
I do with Quinoa? I read that it’s a 
“superfood.” What does that mean 
?  Lindsey, South Riding, VA

A: It is a superfood, with _ 
cup serving containing more pro-
tein than a 12oz piece of fi let. Go 
here http://www.quinoa.net to fi nd 
out the facts.   There are a lot of 
different ways to cook it. This is 
one way I’ve been preparing it 
lately with fresh veggies from the 
Farmer’s Market.

Quinoa Sunfl ower Stuffi ng
This is a protein packed, sa-

vory stuffi ng. I’ve used it to stuff 
zucchini, eggplant, acorn squash 
or I’ll put a scoop under a chicken 
breast and bake it. It’s great.

2 glugs Olive or Canola oil
3/4 cup Quinoa rinsed well, 
drained
1 med Onion, chopped
3 lge Celery ribs, chopped
12 oz Mushrooms, sliced
2 lge Carrots, grated
3 cloves Garlic, minced
3 med Sage leaves, crum-
bled
3 med Basil leaves, crum-
bled
2 med Thyme, sprigs, 
crumbled
1/2 tsp Fennel seeds, 
crushed
1/2 tsp Dried Oregano, 
crushed
1 Tbl Tamari™
1 cup Sunfl ower seeds, 
toasted
Dash Sea salt

In a cast iron fry pan over 
medium high heat pour in the sun-
fl ower seeds and toast them until 
they are light brown. Plate and set 
aside. Heat the oil in a large sauce 
pan. Add the onion, salt and sauté, 
after 2 minutes add the celery and 
sauté for another 3 minutes.

Add the mushrooms, carrots, 
garlic, sage, basil, thyme, fennel 
seeds, and oregano. Sauté until the 
mushroom and carrots soften and 
most of the juices have evaporat-
ed, about 5 minutes.

Add 1 1/2 cups of cold water, 
Quinoa and Tamari and bring to a 
boil. Reduce heat to simmer and 
cover. Stir occasionally until the 
water is absorbed, 15 to 20 min-
utes. Fold in the sunfl ower seeds. 
Stuff something with it.

Q: Someone told me you 
gave a killer “Brew Butt Chicken” 
recipe last year? Can I get it again 
please? Mark T, Aldie, Va

Pastimes
From My ‘Behind the Stove’ Mailbag
From Behind the Stove

Alex Cudaback

Did you hear the new one 
about Kwame Brown?

No?
Who cares. Just 

don’t let the door hit you on your 
way out.

This was originally, or at least 
as of June 28th, going to be anoth-
er piece about your Nats.

It was going to be a happy 
little piece about the warm-fuzzies 
everybody around town gets when 
they talk about “our Nats,” “our 
boys,” “our team,” about how was 
it even possible what those wacky 
kids from Montreal were doing to 
the National League East and the 
rest of baseball, turning the whole 
kit-and-kaboodle right over on its 
head, beating people night in and 
night out, scraping together wins 
while somehow scoring fewer runs 
than every other team out there. 

To put the whole thing in per-
spective, my high-school baseball 
team scored more runs than the 
Nats on a regular basis, and we 
set about every record there is for 
fewest wins. 

Ever. 
On any level. 
By teams both alive AND 

dead. 
But I digress. This was to be 

about warm-fuzzies. But then a 
remarkable thing happened. The 
same people who brought you 
Congressional Hearings on ste-
roids in baseball decided to stick 
their noses into the upcoming sale 
of the Washington Nationals.

Somebody brought it to the 
attention of Rep. Tom Davis III 
(R-Va.) and Rep. John E. Sweeney 
(R-N.Y.) that an individual in one 
of the potential ownership groups 
bidding on the Nats was none oth-
er than left-wing liberal bogeyman 

George Soros. 
For those of you not “in the 

know,” George Soros is to Re-
publicans what water was to the 
Wicked Witch of the West: an 
overly powerful cleanser. Just kid-
ding! Soros is a very real pain to 
Republicans, and not just because 
he has crazy notions about how to 
combat drug-use and who should 
be running the country (legaliza-
tion of marijuana and clean needle 
programs on the former, anyone 
not named George W. Bush on the 
latter.) 

The real nuisance is that So-
ros is a billionaire and so has the 
cheese to get his messages heard.

The last thing Davis and 
Sweeney want is a guy like Soros 
hanging out in the owners box at 
RFK, looking down on them (lit-
erally! Gasp!), handing out sub-
versive anti-Bush propaganda, 
and lighting up doobies during the 
seventh inning stretch. 

Davis and Sweeney simply 
can’t stand it. The very notion 
is repugnant, particularly to a 
guy like Davis who fl exed a fair 
amount of political muscle to get 
the then-Expos relocated to North-
ern Virginia and then had to watch 
as the bow-tie wearing Mayor of 
Washington, DC, Anthony Wil-
liams, somehow get the team relo-
cated to HIS sandbox! 

Davis will cover up this whole 
mess by pointing out what a “po-
larizing” fi gure George Soros is. 
That’s really the problem, Davis 
will say.

How’s that, I ask? How is it 
he’s more polarizing than Marge 
Schott? She was a racist, remem-
ber. She also had a special place in 
her heart for Nazi memorabilia. 

How about George Stein-
brenner? Remember him? He’s 
a convicted felon, same as So-

ros. Steinbrenner was pardoned, 
they’ll say. Soros was convicted in 
France, I’ll counter. 

What about Fred Malek, Da-
vis’s apparent personal favorite 
candidate for Nats’ ownership? 
He’s a massive fundraiser for the 
Republicans. He used to own the 
Rangers with George W. Bush. He 
also helped Richard Nixon fer-
ret out a “Jewish cabal” that was 
making him look a fool from over 
in the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The point here is simple. Tom 
Davis, John Sweeney, and any of 
their other friends who see liberal 
conspiracies lurking around every 
corner need to take a deep breath, 
take a step back, and remember a 
couple of things: they are elected 
offi cials, fi rst of all, elected to do 
a job, which, as far as I’m con-
cerned, has nothing to do with 
baseball; and second, they should 
check in all their friends’ closets 
before pulling skeletons out of the 
closets of their enemies.  

Who buys what baseball team 
is up to Major League Baseball, 
nobody else. And any elected of-
fi cial that tells you otherwise is not 
only wrong, they’re taking dan-
gerous advantage of their elected 
offi ce.

You may always reach Alex Cuda-
back at cuda2@yahoo.com

Caveat Emptor
Seventh Inning Stretch

Continued Page 14
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Our highest esteem and gratitude go to the majority of Town 
Council members who voted in favor of The Salamander Inn 
proposal, thereby ensuring that 350 rolling acres of pristine hunt 
country retain their character and integrity.

Our hats are also off to Sheila Johnson, owner of the 350 
acres, who withstood the slings and arrows of local Luddites for 
over two years with grace, civility and a commitment to the tradi-
tions we all revere.

Why did it take so long to accept Dr. Johnson’s offer to pay for 
our new water system?

How is it possible that a day before the July 14th Town Coun-
cil Meeting at which the fi nal vote was taken, certain members of 
the Council still did not have all the facts at their disposal

Never mind.  Thanks to Mark Snyder’s ability to see the situ-
ation clearly, and to argue a powerful case for Middleburg to Dr. 
Johnson’s lawyers, we all won.

It won’t be long until everyone in and around Middleburg will 
be taking credit for clairvoyance and perspicacity as Salamander 
Inn rises in its beautiful park to become a refi ned and welcome 
addition to the environs.  

Let’s forget the fi ght and welcome the decision.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the Editor. Let-
ters must be signed and include writer’s name, address and daytime phone 
number. Please submit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. Box 
1768, Middleburg VA 20118

The Editor’s Desk
Moving On Red vs Blue

Dan Morrow

Each month in this space Mark Tate (Red) and Dan Morrow (Blue) provide absolutely 
defi nitive, perfectly reasoned and indisputably global solutions to all the world’s great 
problems . . . In around 150 words or less. 

Mark Tate

Should President Bush nominate whomever he wants to the Supreme Court vacancies or search for a consensus candidate?

Should the state of Virginia act to protect property rights after the Supreme Court decided that it was 
OK for the government to take you property and give it to someone else it benefits the public good?

With the announcement of the retire-
ment of Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O’Conner President Bush has one of 
his most important responsibilities of his 
Presidency in front of him, appointing a 
new Justice to the US Supreme Court.

 The President has come under great 
pressure to replace Justice Sandra Day 
O’Conner with a consensus candidate 
that will be easily confi rmed. Many of 
my left wing friends believe this is a 
good idea. I think they have forgotten we 
elected a President that made it abundant-
ly clear he would nominate Conservative 

Justices that would strictly interpret the 
law. And they also forget that he was re-
elected by a healthy margin after making 
this promise. I believe it is foolish to ex-
pect President Bush to nominate anybody 
who does not fi t the promise he made in 
his campaign for reelection. Elections 
have consequences and President Bush 
was very clear when he spoke about who 
he would nominate to the Supreme Court. 
And many of us voted for him just for 
that reason. I hope and expect President 
Bush will nominate Justices that refl ect 
his values

George Bush shouldn’t appoint 
ANYONE to the Supreme Court, much 
less whomever he wants.  Unfortunately, 
thanks to the Supreme Court in 2000, 
and leaked news Osama Bin Laden’s ru-
mored personal acquisition of weapons of 
mass destruction from  Saddam Hussein 
in 2004, Mr. Bush IS the President and, 
unfortunately,  probably WILL appoint 
whomever he wants. 

 The only hope for those who fear for 
our liberties is that the Republican mem-
bers of the Senate will rediscover their 
man-or-woman-hood, and, at the very 
least, oppose the appointment of another 

Scalia or Thomas. If that’s too much to 
ask, maybe they can just stand aside and 
let others oppose them using the tools 
provided by the Constitution.

Otherwise, perhaps we can persuade 
Karl Rove to leak the news that stem cells 
can be drafted.  George can then use his 
War Powers to make them all Second 
Lieutenants, and ask them to sacrifi ce 
their microscopic lives for their moms 
and fellow men on the Petri-dish beach-
heads of the war against disease and suf-
fering.  If he’ll do that I’ll vote to ban the 
burning of nano-fl ags.

I’ll admit it.  In essence, the Supreme 
Court has voted to allow the Town Coun-
cil of Middleburg to decree that a Sheetz 
and a strip mall would provide more rev-
enue and jobs for the town than the Red 
Fox Inn and its neighbors . . . and on that 
basis, exercise imminent domain.  Though 
I doubt that such a thing would happen 
here, it is, indeed, theoretically possible . 
. . just as quantum theory allows the theo-

retical possibility of the spontaneous (and 
instantaneous) self-destruction of the uni-
verse.  

I will agree with Mark that imminent 
domain should not be exercised to serve 
the needs of private enterprise.  If private-
sector developers want property, let them 
pay what the market will bear and build 
only what the law and good conscience 
will allow.

Rants & Raves

Recently the Supreme Court ruled 
on and important case allowing govern-
ments to use the power of imminent do-
main to take away your property if the 
taking benefi ts the public. This was a 
shocking ruling effectively undermining 
one of the basic tenants of capitalism and 
one of the primary duties of government 
-protecting property.

This case allowed a town to take 
property from one citizen and give it 
to another in order to benefi t the public 
good through some sort of economic de-
velopment project.  

Imminent Domain has always been 

a tool government has had to take prop-
erty after just compensation to help the 
public good. But it has been understood 
that it should be used sparingly and only 
as a last resort. Now it seems the state or 
town can take property if it thinks it can 
do some good with it. Does not matter 
that it belongs to someone and the owner 
is doing what he thinks is best (and pay-
ing taxes). I hope that the Common-
wealth of Virginia quickly acts to further 
protect property in Virginia. We cannot 
expect economic good times and pros-
perity if property owners live in fear of 
government deciding it should take your 

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:

Re: “Not known locally” in Mil-
ton Seaton story in the 1987 History of 
Middleburg I covered that case in detail.  At 
that time the “wanted poster” for Seaton’s 
murderer hung in the town offi ce.  So I’d 
say there are scores of people who knew 
about the case — if they were the least bit 
observant.  Read your history before writ-
ing about it.

Eugene Scheel
Waterford, VA

To the Editor:
We have all seen the horror that has just 

taken place in England - Dear old London 
and its people attacked.  But as we’ve also 
seen you will not break the spirit or resolve 
of a Londoner.  I know, I AM A LONDON-
ER!

A couple of weeks ago I received a 
copy of  my June advertisement with a note 
scribbled on it, unsigned with no return ad-
dress.  I was going to ignore it, as one does 
with blatant ignorance, but this terrible trag-
edy occurred, and I thought NO!  We must 
nip in the bud stupidity and unpleasantness 
no matter how small.

So I say to the silly little individual who 
mailed this, GET A LIFE, GET A JOB - you 
obviously have more time on your hands 
than should be allowed; and since you are 
such a bright spark, why don’t you volun-
teer as a proof reader for this great local 
paper.

In the meantime, I shall continue to 
wisely treat such insignifi cance as you with 
the disdain you deserve.

Feisty Londoner
Pauline Wisdom
Wisdom Gallery, Middleburg, VA

almost no accidents on our dirt 
roads. But there is constant speed-
ing and running of stop signs on 
the paved section of road in and 
around the village, and a number 
of accidents on the paved road-
way. In the last few years we have 
had one dog and at least two cats 
hit by speeding cars in the village, 
on the paved section, and one el-
derly woman resident walking a 
dog was knocked into a ditch by 
a car that refused to slow down. I 
don’t know the fi gure the county 
uses to estimate increased traf-
fi c from new homes, but I believe 
some 30 new large homes, with 2, 
3 or 4 cars each, and multiple driv-

ers, might generate close to 100 or 
more car trips a day through the 
village, which could come close to 
doubling our current traffi c.

Virginia offi cials praised Uni-
son and its residents when the state 
approved creation of our historic 
district in 2002, because we pro-
posed and founded it ourselves, 
and had unanimous support for it, 
which is unusual for Virginia his-
toric districts.

We spent well over $10,000 to 
create our historic district, funds 
donated by residents, neighbors 
and friends, and have raised close 
to $20,000 more in small individu-
al gifts to plant trees along village 

and nearby roads, help restore our 
two 200-year-old cemeteries and 
to help protect and preserve one 
of the most historic and best pre-
served villages in Loudoun Coun-
ty. We ask and get few public ben-
efi ts from the county, having no 
crime (except speeding and stop 
sign violations), rarely have a fi re, 
and have relatively few children of 
school age.

The Unison Preservation So-
ciety is not elected and we do not 
claim to speak for residents on 
every subject. But I can tell you 
on one subject we are almost cer-
tainly unanimous. We do not want 
to see a massive suburban subdivi-

sion suddenly dropped on the edge 
of our historic village, impact-
ing our traffi c and historic roads 
and endangering pedestrians, our 
groundwater supplies, our daily 
lives and our home values. For 
this proposed subdivision will di-
minish the value of historic prop-
erties in and around the village and 
signifi cantly alter the nature of our 
rural area.

We ask that zoning, plan-
ning, health, water and sewer, 
traffi c and other county and state 
regulations be interpreted and en-
forced strictly in regards to this 
proposed out-of-place subdivi-
sion. The county should not be 

helping or expediting an out-of-
town developer’s money-making, 
maximum-development plan, but 
should work to protect the homes 
and investments and way of life of 
the hundreds of rural area residents 
who live here.

We have worked hard as citi-
zens to create an historic district 
and improve and preserve this sce-
nic and historic part of Loudoun 
and will continue to do so. We 
hope you share our pride and will 
do whatever you can to protect one 
of Loudoun’s earliest and most 
historic villages.

Rant & Raves

Paul Hodge
president, Unison Preservation Society

July 2, 2005
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors:

The Unison Village Historic District, 
a Virginia State Landmark on the National 
Register of Historic Places, is threatened 
by a totally inappropriate subdivision pro-
posed for the Bloomfi eld Road on the edge 
of our rural historic district. The proposed 
“Bloomfi eld Heights” subdivision would be 
larger than the village itself, dramatically 
increase traffi c in our village and threaten 
our limited water supply.

The Unison Preservation Society, which 
created the historic district, is concerned that 
such a suburban-style subdivision, the fi rst 
of its kind proposed in our area northwest 
of Middleburg, would destroy the integrity 
of our historic landmark village and the ru-
ral farms and roads around it, an area which 
historian Eugene Scheel has called one of 
Virginia’s best preserved historic areas.

The village, one of the fi rst fi ve settle-
ments in Loudoun County in the 1730s, and 
the narrow, winding rural (and mostly dirt) 
roads that lead into it, with their stone walls 
and old trees, has remained virtually un-
changed for more than 150 years.

The Unison area has been described 
by The Washington Post and other publica-
tions as a tourist destination for those wish-
ing to see Virgnia’s historic countryside, 
where Mosby and his raiders galloped and 
the Civil War battles of Middleburg, Unison 
and Upperville were fought. Bicycle groups 
regularly pedal out here. Buggies and four-
in-hand coaches drive in and around Unison 
regularly. And Unison is home to the Pied-
mont Hunt, the nation’s oldest fox-hunting 
organization, which regularly meets in the 
village and uses village roads.

This proposed subdivision, which 
apparently would use A-3 zoning to put 
about 30 houses on 90 some acres 200-300 
hundred yards outside the village historic 
district, would also adversely impact the 
county’s own Beaverdam Creek Historic 
Roadways District, which includes Bloom-
fi eld Road.

There would be pressure from the new 
residents of a large subdivision to pave and 
widen the dirt road section in front of it. We 
are absolutely opposed to ANY paving of 
roads around our village, any widening of 
roads and any destruction of historic stone 
walls and trees. We believe that any state 

approved or funded road changes adjacent 
to a state/federal historic district must be re-
viewed by state agencies and would require 
public hearings.

A large suburban subdivision of new 
houses in a bare fi eld on an exposed hill 
overlooking the village not only would be 
an eyesore and out of place in an historic 
rural area, but would double the traffi c and 
endanger residents in a small village that 
has no sidewalks and extensive pedestri-
an traffi c. And the profusion of wells and 
septic fi elds in the subdivision could have 
a disastrous impact on the village and sur-
rounding homes, in one of the worst soil-
perking areas of the county and one of the 
county’s worst areas for well water.

And were such an inappropriate sub-
division to be approved, we are concerned 
that it would set a precedent for additional 
subdivisions, and in a domino effect, over-
whelm a celebrated and historic rural area 
of Loudoun.

GROUND WATER: The Unison area 
has a notoriously poor well water supply, 
with many houses only a few hundred yards 
from the proposed Bloomfi eld Road subdi-
vision having less than a gallon a minute and 
many relying on water holding tanks with 
outside water trucked in regularly. A project 
of this size could drain water away from the 
wells of already deprived residents. Water 
tests are mandatory to assess the COLLEC-
TIVE impact on nearby property owners of 
the wells of some 30 large houses (larger 
than any houses in Unison). We cannot be-
lieve it would have no impact.

SEPTIC FIELDS: In an area notorious 
for poorly perking soil, we fi nd it diffi cult 
to believe that some 30 new closely-packed 
septic fi elds, on a hill lying above the vil-
lage, will have no effect on its downhill 
neighbors. Any septic seepage into the 
groundwater supply or into the collector 
streams that feed Goose Creek, a public 
water supply, could have disastrous health 
effects. The COLLECTIVE impact of so 
many septic fi elds on a congested, elevated 
site must be studied.

TRAFFIC: Such a large subdivision on 
a rural dirt road, going into a village with no 
sidewalks and many houses 10-15 feet from 
the roadway, and with every day and eve-
ning pedestrian, horse and bicycle traffi c, 
would be a safety hazard and dramatically 
increase the noise and exhaust pollution for 
the historic village.

There is virtually no speeding and are 

Bloomfield Heights

property because it can make better use of 
it. Thankfully the current slate of Repub-
lican Statewide candidates for Governor, 
Lt. Governor, and Attorney General have 

promise to do just that, act quickly to pro-
tect our property rights and not allow the 
state to take land for economic develop-
ment reasons.
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Tom Neel

Art is considered an emo-
tional possession.  It 
is also often the focal 
point of a room, mak-

ing it a rather important element 
indeed.  

With this in mind, it is good 
to remember that your art refl ects a 
bit of you, because it’s very likely 
to be viewed and infl uence others 
in this way. 

Your art may say you enjoy 
travel or music or that you cherish 
your family in the form of a por-
trait or classic beauty in the form 
of a still life or that you love the 
area in which you live as seen in a 
landscape.  Whatever you choose, 
face it, art is, at least in part, a re-
fl ection of its possessor and there-
fore deserves reasonable consider-

ation.  
So, how do you go about fi nd-

ing the art that is right for you?  
It would be simple to say, if it 

feels right, it possibly is.  Simple 
or not, this is not bad advice.  The 
“beauty is in the eye of the behold-
er” theory really does ring true 
here.  But maybe you have looked 
at paintings, visited galleries or 
art exhibits and just not found the 
right piece for you.  It may then be 
time to consider commissioning 
artwork.  Commissioning artwork 
can be a fun and very rewarding 
experience.

Let’s look at how you might 
go about achieving the results you 
desire. 

First, every artist has a style, 
a medium and subject matter with 
which they feel most comfortable.  
My best advice with any com-

mission consideration is to be at-
tracted to those elements fi rst, thus 
making it more likely to get the 
results you wish. 

Matching your tastes to that of 
an artist’s is the key to your suc-
cess. The point is not to ask an art-
ist to paint what you will like, but 
to have him or her paint what you 
both will like.  If you love lively 
bold colors in oil, fi nd an artist 
who does as well.  

There are some exceptions in 
artists with more than one style, 
but you should see what you like 
in their work, not force it out of 
them.

It’s likely that if you are at 
this point you’ve been looking at 
art and have some feelings as to 
what you do like.  The next step 
can then be taking the approach of 
using clippings from magazines 

to shape your vision just as you 
do when you prepare to decorate 
a room.  

Gathering examples of things 
or elements you like in a painting 
can be helpful to both you in the 
conformation of your taste, but 
also to the prospective artist with 
whom you plan to work.   If you 
fi nd something that really appeals 
to you, you might begin by asking 
that artist if he or she does com-
missions. 

 Perhaps it’s as simple as cre-
ating something similar, or asking 
that artist to show you other exam-
ples of their work which might be-
come the inspiration for the exact 
painting you want.

You should know that not all 
artists accept commissions.  Some 
simply choose not to do so.  

As an artist, I have person-
ally found commissions to be a 
very rewarding experience, but I 
respect artists who, for one reason 
or another, do not feel comfortable 
accepting commissions.  Should 
you contact an artist who does not 
accept commissions, it’s best to 
move on. 

Be sure you look for an artist 
who has a professional attitude. 
Someone who looks forward to 
sharing this creative experience 
with you.  That doesn’t mean 
you’ll be doing the painting, but 
your opinions are part of the cre-
ative experience and you should 
feel comfortable that your contri-
bution to this collaboration is ap-
preciated. 

 It should also be fun.
Here are a few other helpful 

tips you should consider:
•The artist you choose should 

want you to feel comfortable with 
your mutually agreed concept for a 
painting.  Some are happy to pro-

vide sketches to help you visualize 
the fi nal work. 

•The artist is likely to ask for 
a deposit.  Realize that these paint-
ings can be of very specifi c sub-
jects like “your children,” or “your 
house,” the artistic process you’ve 
commissioned will result in a work 
specifi cally for you.  

•Once the artist begins your 
commission, let them create the 
work with as little interruption as 
possible. Your important role in 
this process is to do your advance 
work well as you search for styles 
and an artist with whom you feel 
comfortable.  

• Important note:  if you are 
working with a designer, be sure to 
convey to that individual the feel-
ings you have about the painting.  
In fairness to designers, they are 
most likely concentrating more on 
factors such as color or style than 
they are on your emotional expec-
tations for the commissioned art.  
To receive a painting that you re-
ally love, it must evoke both your 
emotions and your expectations.  If 
it simply compliments your color 
scheme, you will not be happy.

•  When working with a gal-
lery to connect to an artist whom 
you wish to commission,  I highly 
suggest that you speak directly to 
the artist during this process.  Tell-
ing the gallery what you want and 
letting them convey your wishes to 
the artist is a recipe for problems 
and unhappy results. 

So, it’s now time to fi nd that 
artist and commission something 
special just for you!

Pastimes
How to Commission Original Artwork 
The Art of Art

Phoenix Hill
Middleburg, Virginia

Lovely brick colonial with 5 spacious bedrooms and 3
1/2 baths. Located on 14 pristine acres bordering Goose
Creek in Middleburg. Improvements include inground
gunite pool, pond and two paddocks. $2,100,000.

Longfield
Middleburg, Virginia

Built in 1986, stone house with slate and metal roof, 4
bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 3 fireplaces, hardwood and onyx
floors, and rear flagstone terrace. 96.73 gently rolling, mostly
open acres with mountain views. Improvements include a
5-car garage, inground pool and spa, and cattle barn. $4,400,000.

Tallwoods
Delaplane, Virginia

Charming stucco home in wooded setting in Delaplane
on 11 very private acres. High ceilings, and large windows
fill the house with natural light. Living areas and master
suite are located on the main level with generous room
sizes and lovely millwork. $1,150,000.

19306 Loudoun Orchard Road
Leesburg, Virginia

Elevated Mt. Gilead location with stunning views, minutes
to Leesburg and Toll Road. Stone home constructed in
1992, completely updated, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, open
floor plan. Improvements include inground heated pool,
stone 3-car garage with workshop and apartment, and
tractor shed. $1,250,000.

Mulberry
Middleburg, Virginia

True Middleburg location, minutes from town, surrounded by large estates. Stately brick Georgian Circa 1965, completely
updated and enlarged by current owners. 4 bedrooms, large studio, 6 full baths, 7 fireplaces, paneled library, spectacular
entrance hall, exquisite detail throughout, high ceilings, lovely molding. Improvements include 22 x 50 inground pool,
new pool house with kitchenette, spa, and entertainment area, 3-stall barn, brick tenant house. 75 gently rolling
acres, with 35 acres of potential pasture, landscaped lawns with sweeping views of the Blue Ridge Mountains. $4,500,000.

Sutherland
Upperville, Virginia

Unbelievable story book setting, stone and frame home
on hilltop surrounded by mature hardwoods with bold
Blue Ridge Mountain views. 3 bedrooms, den, 2 full
baths, fireplace in living room. 3-stall barn with tack
and feed room on 3 acres. Stone walls, walkways, and
front and rear terrace. $970,000.

Araglin
Rectortown, Virginia

Originally known as the Seaton Store & Post Office in
the 1800’s. Today this traditionally styled pre-Civil War
stucco farmhouse is a perfect country home, both elegant
and charming, with original floors, antique doors and
windows and two fireplaces. Great space for entertaining
with two large living rooms, covered porches, stone terraces,
walls surrounding professionally designed gardens and
swimming pool. Extensive plantings. 1.42 acres in the
village of Rectortown yet very private. $940,000.

Rocky Mist Meadow
Delaplane, Virginia

Immaculate 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath brick colonial on
26 +/- open rolling acres bound by Goose Creek.
Highlights include great room with two-story gas fireplace,
well-equipped kitchen, large master bedroom and bath
with jacuzzi tub, and gorgeous views from every window.
3-car garage and shed. $1,200,000.

(540) 687-5588 
Metro (703) 478-1806

www.sheridanmacmahon.com
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118

Muggles Beware!
Harry Potter Just Landed!

Hundreds of copies of “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince” by J.K. Rowling arrived at Middleburg’s Books & 
Crannies just in time for children of all ages to dash in for 
the sixth volume in the popular series.
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a working chefs market

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117
TELEPHONE 540.687.8011
WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

artisan foods

takeaway

fine wine

catering

Hunt Country Yarns

1 WEST FEDERAL ST., Middleburg, VA 20117
540 687-5129

1 Block South of Route 50
on the corner of Madison & Federal

www.skeins.com
Yarns, Needlepoint, Spinning Supplies, Crewel

OpenonSundays
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"I've never seen so much color and texture in one store."

"This store is so inspiring." "This store has the best yarns."

Pastimes

A: Sure here it is. I’ve gotten a 
lot of great feedback on this recipe.  
Remember the secret is tipping the 
chicken over towards the end of 
the cooking. 

Fallen Down Drunk Brew 
Butt Chicken

Two important things to re-
member: 1) You’ve got to get the 
beer to temperature without boil-
ing it so slow cooking is a must; 
and 2) You have to use a good dark 
beer. Important: Don’t use Guin-
ness. You don’t cook with Guin-
ness. You drink Guinness.

1 Young Roaster Chicken
1 can of dark beer, room 
temperature (I used an 
Amber Bock)
4 cloves of garlic, crushed

Open the can and punch 2 
more dime size holes in the top 
of the can. Leave the can 3/4 full 
of beer (go ahead and have a sip 
for inspiration). Crush the garlic 
cloves into the beer can and insert 
into the chicken cavity.  Sit the 
chicken up on the can in a roast-
ing pan to capture the juices. If 
the legs are placed forward, the 
chicken will usually sit right up on 
the can without any help needed. 
If help is needed to keep straight, 
prop with oven safe cups/saucers.  
Cook at 350º for 45 minutes then 
tip it over on it belly.  Cook for 10 
more minutes then fl ip it over on 
its back for another 10 minutes or 
until the meat is cooked. It should 
be pretty close to fi nished when 
you can twist the leg bone easily. 

Q: You use a term in your 
recipes that I’m not familiar with.  
What exactly is a “glug” of olive 
oil ?  RKM, Middleburg, VA

A: It’s larger that a “drizzle” 
but smaller than a “dollop”.  Seri-
ously, if you have a bar pourer on 
your olive oil, it’s about a good 
three “Mississippi” count.  If not, 
it’s close to three tablespoons.

Q: “I’m all out of ideas with 
what I can do with ground turkey. 
Can you give me some ideas ?”  
Kendrick, Upperville, VA

A: I know what you mean. 
There’s only so much you can do.  
The biggest thing to remember 
since turkey is very lean and has 
little fat, mix in some herbs and 
veggies as this will give it mois-
ture.

Mojito Grilled Turkey Burgers

2lbs Ground Turkey
1 cup Plain BBQ Sauce
1 cup Mojito mix (use Mar-
garita Mix if you’d like - it’s 
just as good)
1 cup Red bell peppers, 
diced
3 Tbs Fresh Basil, Minced 
(about 10 good size leaves)
1 tsp Ground Pepper
2 tsp Sea salt
2 med Ripe Tomatoes, sliced 
served on side

Combine all the ingredients 
and form approximately 6 burg-
ers. Make sure your grill is hot 
and clean. If not, these burgers 
will stick. Cook 3-4 minutes a 

side until they’re done to medium. 
DON’T OVERCOOK. Turkey is 
very lean and dries out easily. Also 
be careful fl ipping, ground turkey 
is a bit more fragile than beef.

Serve on your favorite roll 
with a nice slice of tomato.

Q: I don’t cook that much. In 
fact, I’m pretty lame in the kitchen 
so I need to keep it simple.  What 
can I make for my future mother-
in-law that will impress her? Help!  
Jeff, Unison, VA

A: Reservations.  Never ex-
periment on family, especially 
your “future” mother-in-law. It’ll 
come back at you in spades.

Comment or catastrophes?
fbts@middleburgeccentric.com

Too Many Conundrums in My Kitchen
Welcome Home

Wanda K. Crossley

Where will my col-
lection of blue & 
white china go?  
This was my fi rst 

question when we decided to 
renovate the kitchen.  I know this 
sounds silly, but for all passionate 
collectors, this is what makes re-
modeling exciting.

I wanted a down-home, Swed-
ish style kitchen with a simple 
look, but with many of the modern 
bells and whistles.  And, oh yes, I 
must have a work island to seat at 
least four family members.  Now 
that shouldn’t be too hard, right?  

If you are renovating a kitch-
en, prepare yourself.  Especially 
if you are doing some of the work 

yourself.  It takes twice as long as 
you anticipated and at least 20% 
more than what your budget al-
lows.

When it comes to kitchens, 
style is important, but function 
rules.  

Living in a small stone farm-
house, I have limited fl oors space 
with which to work.  I must make 
serious trade-offs just to fi t in the 
island I covet.  A convenient fi rst-
fl oor laundry room was banished 
to the basement. I moved a darling 
powder room to a large closet, and 
I took out some walls and moved 
some doors – just to make room 
for the island.

It was important that the kitch-
en feel cozy and intimate. 

After the basic layout was 

carved in stone, decisions had to 
be made about scores of details. 

There are numerous styles and 
coloration of cabinet doors.  There 
are a million different drawer pulls.  
There are several different kinds 
of counter tops, some take stains, 
and some won’t.  Marble tops only 
come in limited colors, so you may 
not fi nd exactly what you want.  
Sinks can be top mounted or under 
mounted (which are much easier to 
clean).  Some sinks scratch, some 
don’t.  Faucets must complement 
the overall kitchen style.  

I’ll  admit that it was hard to 
stay focused on my original style 
concept without being tempted by 
all the new modern technology 
available for kitchens today, such 
as fancy appliances that do most 

of the work for you, and even fl at-
screen TV’s that fold up or drop 
down under.

To be sure, there have been 
many stressful moments. 

It was diffi cult to fi nd someone 
to hand mill the customized legs 
for the island.  Finding the perfect 
color marble required traveling all 
over Northern Virginia and Mary-
land.  And you can never prepare 
for the phenomenal amount of 
continuous dust during demolition 
and construction.

I did, however, learn some 
truly valuable lessons.  Cabinets 
can be customized to hide all kinds 
of contraptions, such as ironing 
boards, mixers, spices, and even 
dishwashers and refrigerators.  
Also, cabinets can be made to look 

like pieces of furniture to add style 
and context to the kitchen.

Above all, natural lighting 
can be  beautifully complemented 
by warm incandescent lighting 
and several well placed recessed 
halogen fi xtures.  And by install-
ing beautiful French Doors  we 
ensured that the morning sunlight 
would bathe the back of the kitch-
en  

There’s so much more to do.
And, to be honest, I’m still 

not sure where to put my blue and 
white china. 

Wanda Crossley is the owner of 
The English Manor in Leesburg, 
Virginia

From My ‘Behind the Stove’ Mailbag
Continued From Page 8

The Loudoun County Cancer Study
Topic of Cancer
Glenda Cudaback

Suddenly, there is a new 
twist on the importance of 
stem cells. 

Everyone’s talking 
about stem cells.  They are the 
basic building blocks of the body. 
They may have amazing power to 
heal and repair. 

 They may also, it seems, con-
trol cancer.

We all now understand that a 
stem cell’s destiny is not decided 
until it is motivated to go down 
one of many, many paths to cre-
ate organs, muscle, brain, blood, 
nerves and bones. 

Because stem cells are the 
origin of so much of our physi-
cal plant, it makes sense that they 
would also be the origin of tumors.  
Until recently, that logic was un-
proven.

A recent study by Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Investi-
gator Carla Bender Kim and her 
team at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology indicates that the 
most common form of lung cancer 
may begin in a group of lung stem 

cells.   The study was published 
in the June 17, 2005 issue of the 
journal Cell.

According to HHMI, Bender 
Kim and her colleagues’ work 
represents a leap forward in our 
understanding of the genesis of 
lung tumors, and could lead to 
earlier diagnosis of lung cancer in 
people. 

Lung cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer-related death in 
the United States, in part because it 
is usually detected at an advanced 
stage.  If the disease has spread to 
other organs, there is only a two 
percent chance of surviving for 
fi ve years.  If, however, lung can-
cer is detected at an earlier stage, 
the survival rate surges to 50 per-
cent over a fi ve-year period.

“There are many similarities 
between stem cells and cancer,” 
said Bender Kim, a postdoctoral 
fellow in the Tyler Jacks Lab.  
“Cancer cells can continue to di-
vide many times.  Likewise, stem 
cells can divide over the lifespan 
of the organism.”

“Also, tumors are very het-
erogeneous, composed of many 

different cells, and stem cells 
can give rise to different types of 
cells,” Bender Kim continued.

As yet, researchers do not 
know if stem cells play a role in 
more established tumors, but other 
scientists now report evidence 
that some human cancers contain 
a small but virulent group of cells 
known as “cancer stem cells” that 
regenerate the tumor, a capacity 
that most cells in a tumor do not 
have.

Tyler Jacks, who heads the 
MIT lab,  puts his fi nger on it when 
he said, “These may be the cells 
we have to eliminate in cancer in 
order to obtain durable cures for 
the disease.  And, along the way, 
we need to know how these cancer 
stem cells become different from 
normal stem cells.”

Ah, do I understand this cor-
rectly?  

If we learn how normal stem 
cells respond to damage, we may 
learn how to reverse that process 
and, thereby, program cancer stem 
cells to revert to normalcy?

This sounds like a chapter 
of the stem cell story I, and mil-

lions of others need to know more 
about.  Right away and on an on-
going basis.

But how?  How can we stay 
abreast of the whole story of can-
cer research?

We aren’t researchers.  We 
can’t troll the web for every nu-
anced piece of scientifi c news in 
the wild hope we can even under-
stand what they all mean.

Perhaps we have something to 
trade for this information.

What if we established a 
Loudoun County Cancer Study, 
something similar to the Framing-
ham, Massachusetts Heart Study 
that has been so valuable in un-
derstanding and addressing heart 
disease.

We have tremendous medi-
cal institutions who would benefi t 
from research of this type centered 
in Loudoun County.  Those that 
come immediately to mind include 
Inova’s Lansdowne,  NOVA Medi-
cal Group, HHMI, Johns Hopkins 
and the National Institutes of 
Health. 

And, we have plenty of can-
cer.

Cancer of all kinds, in individ-
uals of all ages and demographics.  

If the county is growing faster 
than any other in the country, the 
incidents of cancer must be grow-
ing axiomatically.  Or, sadly, fast-
er.

A study of this magnitude is 
expensive.  It takes time, planning, 
money and commitment.

But it would be an impeccable 
way to create something valu-
able we could trade for excellent, 
timely information about progress 
being made to address each of our 
own cancers.  

With perseverance, we might 
make a landmark contribution to 
cancer research ourselves.  What 
could be cooler than that!

Do I hear anyone else who’d 
be willing to join the Loudoun 
County Cancer Study? 

Let me know.  gcudaback@yahoo.
com.

Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries 
Open in Middleburg

Adrienne Lewis and her partner, Ronald Trowbridge, 
celebrated the opening of their new art gallery at 5 
East Washington Street last Friday.  “It’s delightful to 
be here,” Lewis said.  “I am a collector myself and I 
hope to help our clients enjoy collecting art as much as 
I do.”  The gallery features original works from interna-
tional and American artists.  A ‘Sculpture Showcase’ is 
planned for September 10-11, and ‘Works of The Mas-
ters’ opens October 7.
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It’s Your Business

Cafe 
& Catering

Back Street

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Monday - Saturday

4 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3122

Catering Office
540-687-3154

Buchanan Hall

540-592-3455
P.O. BOX 450

JOHN S. MOSBY HWY
UPPERVILLE, VA 20185

Now accepting 
Reservations

for your 
Events!

(Events scheduled after Sept. 1st) 

Patricia Barraza Vos

It is easy to explain the allure of 
hot air ballooning – big, bright, 
beautiful object fl oating quietly 
through the air, no loud engine, 

just soaring along, getting a bird’s eye 
view of the countryside. What more 
could a person ask for? A competent 
pilot. 

On my fi rst ballooning adventure 
I am lucky enough to have such a pilot 
in Loudoun County’s own Rob Thom-
as. He and his wife Cary have owned 
and operated Balloons Unlimited here 
for 19 years. As we drive from our 
meeting point near Purcellville to our 
launch site in Clark County I ask him 
about his, ahem, record, as it were. 

“Well,” he says with a chuckle, 
“They say you’re only as good as 
your last fl ight.” Cary reports with an 
understanding eye-roll that indeed, 
his last fl ight went as well as all the 
rest. Smooth sailing.

Seeking calm conditions is part 
of the sport and, since the hours just 
around dawn and dusk are usually 
the calmest, this is when launches are 
scheduled. Unfortunately, launching 
is not a quickie fi ve-minute process, 
so being in place and prepared for a 
dawn launch means getting up and 
ready long before that. 

All this is to explain why on a re-
cent Friday morning I found myself 
in Rob’s truck along with his wife, 
their trusty border terrier Wilbur, a 
nice couple from Washington DC, 
and fellow Middleburg Eccentric Jay 
Hubbard, driving west on Route 50 
before dawn. 

Coffee would have been nice but 
the company and the scenery were 
just right. 

As the fi elds and morning fog and 
wandering deer fl ew by us, Rob fi lled 

us in on his personal ballooning his-
tory.

His father, Dr. Clayton Thomas, a 
surgeon, had been a bit of a daredevil 
and amongst other pursuits had taken 
up skydiving. Not wanting to end up 
a widow with four children Rob’s 
mother forbade her husband to jump 
from planes any longer.

“He took up ballooning in retalia-
tion,” says Rob.

Soon thereafter Rob himself was 
bitten by the ballooning bug – amongst 
others. He ran away from home, wan-
dered about, and fi nally ending up in 
the Washington, DC area. Wanting 
to purchase his own hot air balloon, 
he took a job driving a cab and, after 
10 months, had saved enough money 
for a balloon and an ad in the yellow 
pages. 

A business was born.
That business has grown. While 

fi elding calls of interest for his hot 
air balloon rides, Thomas also found 
himself receiving requests for regular 
plain old balloons. Not one to ignore 
an obvious opportunity Rob and Cary 
expanded their business to respond 
to requests for all types of balloons 
– helium balloons, balloon bouquets, 
infl atables, and hot air.   Fittingly, 
they named their enterprise Balloons 
Unlimited. 

Our crew this morning is diverse 
and yet somehow representative of 
“typical” hot air ballooning clients. 

Karen Capata and Qi Lee (he en-
courages us to just call him Lee, and 
we all oblige) have arisen at 3:30 this 
morning to make the drive out from 
Alexandria. It is Karen’s birthday and 
she is fulfi lling a long-time dream of 
a balloon ride. 

Jay is the only one of us experi-
enced in the ways of ballooning, so 
naturally we assault him with ques-

tions about landings (questions he 
carefully defl ects). At the fi eld we are 
joined by our fi nal passenger, Mike 
Herron. Mr. Herron received his ride 
as a retirement gift from his sister.

After what seems to be an aw-
fully labor intensive set up process 
(for Rob, we passengers mostly just 
stand back and marvel at the beauti-
ful silk being rolled out and infl ated 
before us) we take off and fl oat from 
Boyce, over the countryside, to Ber-
ryville -  the Blue Ridge serenely and 
safely sleeping off in the distance. 

Along the way Rob points out  
landmarks as does our fellow passen-
ger Mr. Herron. There is so and so’s 
estate, there is the old apple orchard, 
there is the growing town of Ber-
ryville. 

Deer move about the fi elds and 
cattle amble out to the creek prepar-
ing for what appears to be a hot day 
in the making. 

For a moment we are all silent 
– there is no noise at all, and you 
quickly understand what is so funda-
mentally appealing about ballooning. 
Ground-level sounds do bounce up to 
us but as we fl oat over pastures and 
woods around seven in the morning 
the most one can hear is an occasional 
moo. 

We take photographs and video-
tape our journey knowing full well 
that these technologies will never al-
low us amateurs to capture the beau-
ty of the moment. We talk quietly 
amongst ourselves and stare out into 
the horizon. There is nothing about 
the experience that makes one long 
even remotely for it to end. Until the 
conversation turns to talk of our de-
creasing fuel supply. 

A hot air balloon pilot can only 
really control his aircraft’s altitude. 
So when enough time and fuel have 

been spent, Rob begins to look for a 
place to land. 

He spots an empty lot on the 
outskirts of Berryville and heads to-
ward it. We begin to fl oat lower, at 
one point cruising just over the top 
of a soybean fi eld, then back up and 
over a treeline, then back down close 
enough over a recent development to 
wave and shout “Hellos” to residents 
having their morning coffee. 

Finally Rob’s “empty lot” comes 
into view and I realize it’s an aban-
doned lot right next to the Food Lion 
parking lot. “Are we allowed to land 
here?” I ask cautiously. 

“Well, says Rob, “An aircraft in 
distress is allowed to land anywhere. 
And a hot air balloon running out of 
fuel is an aircraft in distress.” Again, 
the grin. This time without Cary to 
guide me (she’s down below in the 
“chase” vehicle) I have to assume 
he’s kidding. 

Using a treetop for brakes we 
start to slowly descend when Rob 
tells us to hold on and brace ourselves 
(!) and then just like that, in what ap-
pears to be a graceful piloting effort, 
Rob brings the balloon down smack 
in the middle of the lot. 

After another arduous process 
defl ating and packing the balloon 
our jubilant little crowd heads back 
to Boyce to drop off Mr. Herron and 
continue back to Purcellville. 

Everyone agrees the trip exceed-
ed even their highest expectations. 
Champagne is offered (as is the tra-
dition) but we are all quite happy to 
raise our bottled waters in the air in 
thanks to our much more than com-
petent pilot.  

To schedule your own ballooning adven-
ture contact Balloons Unlimited at 703-281-
2300 or visit their website for more details. 
www.balloonsunlimited.com

High Adventure Above the Maddening Crowd

Photos by Jay Hubbard
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• Historic Renovations 
• New Homes
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Handyman Services 
• Design/Build 

540-338-5341  
VA Class A Licensed Contractor #023989A/Insured

Unique Solutions for 
Your Home... 

www.lautenconstruction.com
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Things to Do
Patricia Barraza Vos

Currently on display at 
the National Sporting 
Library is an exhibit en-
titled, simply enough, 

Animals In Art. Perhaps the direc-
tors of the library thought it might 
have sounded too boastful to refer 
to it as “A Collection of Works 
by Some of the Most Respected 
19th Century Artists of the Brit-
ish Sporting Art Genre.” But they 
could have. 

A generous friend of the Li-
brary was gently persuaded by Li-
brary Director Rebecca Tomlinson 
to loan a portion of her collection 
for the enjoyment of patrons and 
visitors to the Middleburg institu-
tion. The works on display reflect 
the collector’s personal tastes as 
well as the input of those who 
gave her guidance as she built the 

collection, including Middleburg’s 
own Gordon Barton. 

It is a little deceptive to re-
fer to the exhibit as one of purely 
sporting art. 

While the traditional fox hunt-
ing, steeple chasing and racing 
scenes are well-represented, so are 
images of animals of an entirely 
different sort. For instance, in the 
front foyer one finds two studies of 
a lion’s head - powerful, majestic 
and appropriately terrifying - by 
William Huggins.

In close proximity, as if for 
contrast, take note of Poodle Hold-
ing a Basket of Kittens, an oil on 
canvas by one J. Hartung. Then, 
in the Founders Room, look for 
a two paintings that are both cute 
and frightening, entitled Monkeys 
Riding Hounds (an image that 
would be sure to give our hounds 
nightmares). 

Whimsical choices aside, one 
finds a gorgeous and varied col-
lection of the more traditional sort. 
Included among the paintings, 
sculptures and drawings are works 
by the J.F. Herrings (Senior and 
Junior), Richard Ansdell, George 
Earl, Arthur Fitzwilliam Tait, Al-
fred Munnings, and John Ferneley 
– essentially a who’s who of the 
genre from that time period. 

Most well represented is the 
work of J.F. Herring Sr. with a 
handful of paintings by his son J.F. 
Herring Jr.. The senior Herring be-
gan his career as a coach painter (a 
nice link to the Library which re-
cently hosted the largest gathering 
of coaches and coach enthusiasts 
in the United States.) 

Herring then moved on to be-
come a coach driver, practicing his 
art in his spare time. Clearly his 
wealth of time spent around hors-
es paid off in his artistic endeav-
ors as we can see from his various 
paintings of barn yard and stable 
scenes. 

Herring Senior’s The Start of 
the Derby, an oil on canvas dated 
1845, is proudly displayed above 
the fireplace of the Founder’s 
Room. Though we must consider 
that it is the collector’s least fa-

vorite piece, it is still an important 
work and one that draws in even 
the most lukewarm racing enthu-
siasts with its detailed depiction of 
the race start. 

George Earl was an amateur 
artist who is mostly well known to 
those with an interest in dogs in art. 
Several of his dog portraits (Swim-
mer, an Otter Hound, The Clumber 
Spaniel “Bruce”) make clear why 
the aristocratic class sought Earl’s 
talent (and, subsequently, that of 
his daughter) to capture the like-
ness of their hunting companions.

One piece that is slightly off-
genre is Herbert Hasletine’s Rala: 
A Polo Pony. 

Haseltine, is, of course, a 20th 
century American artist, making 
this contemporary sculpture slight-
ly out of place in the context of the 
exhibition.  Rala is gorgeous, as 
all of Haseltine’s equestrian sculp-
tures tend to be and looks not the 
least bit out place. 

The exhibition is open through 
the end of summer. Visitors are 
welcome during Library hours 
Monday 1 to 4 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday 10 am. to 4 pm. 

For more information please 
call the National Sporting Library 
at (540) 687-6542.

Sporting Library Heralds ‘Animals In Art’

EXCLUSIVE MEMBER OF THE ESTATES CLUB

P.O. Box 1500  ·  204 E. Washington St.  ·  Middleburg, VA 20117
540-687-6395  ·  Metro 703-478-1079

322 Main St.  ·  Washington, VA 22747  ·  540-675-1488
www.armfieldmillerripley.com

MEMBER

Fleetwood Farm, Delaplane, Virginia
1,441 acres near Middleburg. Beautiful land, 5 bedroom brick farmhouse, 3 tenant houses, old mill, barns, streams,
pond, fabulous views. A rare opportunity to obtain a large parcel with substantial tax benefits possible. $21,615,000.

Nathalie Kaye 540-687-6395 or Jim.Thompson@erols.com 540-687-3216

Grace Hill Farm, Upperville, Virginia
62 acre horse facility in sought after Upperville location. Breathtaking mountain and pastoral views. 20 stall barn,
2 bedroom apartment, large fenced paddocks, sand warm up track, large pond and a 4 bedroom perc. Come
build your dream home in this prestigious and exquisite area. Property in VOF easement. New reduced price: $1,950,000.

Carl and Vanessa Lindgren 540-454-0213 or Jim.Thompson@erols.com 540-687-3216

EXCLUSIVE AFFILIATE OF

S OT H E B Y ’ S  WO R L DW I D E  O F F E R I N G
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Parents & Progeny
Notre Dame Academy’s 37th Commencement

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117
TELEPHONE 540.687.8011
WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

Fresh off the Grill! Join
us on the Patio!

COOKING CLASSES
We are pleased to announce openings in our popular 

cooking class series. Upcoming dates include:

AUGUST 9
"CELEBRATING SUMMER WITH TOMATOES"

SEPTEMBER 13
"INDIAN SUMMER - ONE OF THE BEST SEASONS TO COOK"

OCTOBER 11
"A FALL FEAST IN THE BLUE RIDGE"

For reservations – call 540.687.3710 ext. 23

Tuesday - Sunday
11 am - 7 pm Full Service
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
7 AM - 11 am Coffee & Baked Goods

We are excited about the nice weather and the ritual of summer grilling!
Stop by the Market and try a fresh grilled hamburger, crab cake sandwich 
or pulled chicken with the chef's special side dishes.

CATERING-TO-GO
Looking for some specialty items for your next garden party? We have
prepared a sumptuous array of items to delight your guests for any catering
need. We will be happy to suggest the best wines to accompany the menu
items you choose. 

WINE-TO-GO
We have one of the most extensive wine selections in the area. Ask about
our special tasting events and discussions on wine and pairings.

SUMMER’S BOUNTY-TO-GO
Stop by the Market and check out the fresh new Blackberry or Tomato recipes
we have whipped up. Some of what you will find include Blackberry Tart,
Blackberry Peach Cobbler, Blackberry Salsa with Pork, Tomato and Bread
Salads, Market-made Mozzarella, Gazpacho and Tomato Napoleon.

Middleburg 
Elementary

Congratulations to the 2005 graduating 
class of Middleburg Elementary!  On Friday, 
June 17, 2005, the following 5th graders were 
promoted to Middle School:  Thorn Castillo, 
Quentin Harshman, Acey Hotchkiss, Michael 
Lloyd, Chloe Passarello, Omar Sandoval, Anna 
Smallwood, Markas Solomon, and Courtney 
Yates.

Several awards were also presented at the 
graduation ceremony.  Acey Hotchkiss received 
the D.A.R. Good Citizenship Award, Chloe Pas-
sarello received the Art Achievement Award, 
and Courtney Yates was recognized with the 
Music Achievement Award.

Hill School
Rising 3rd grade Hill School student Lilly Potter 

will be appearing in the Sterling Playmaker produc-
tion of the musical Annie.  Performances are Friday 
– Sunday, July 29 – August 14th, at Potomac Falls 
High School.  Tickets are available online at www.
sterlingplaymakers.com or by calling 703-430-
6969.  The Sterling Playmakers are also offering the 
community the opportunity to “adopt” an orphan 
at each performance.  For a tax deductible contri-
bution of 10 dollars you will receive a button with 
your orphan’s picture and name on it to wear at the 
show, an adoption certificate, and, at the end of the 
performance, they will announce your orphan was 
adopted and the two of you will get to meet!  If you 
would like to adopt Lilly (playing Orphan Bess) or 
any of the other orphans, please call Kathy at (703) 
437-1387. 

Graduates April Steffler and Max Weinstein-Bacal Graduates Samantha Welsch and Nathan Hensley Graduates Angela Glover, Liz Miller, and Shanitra Leslie

Graduate Dana Scobey and mom, Renate
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Faces & Places
Independence Day Celebration
Middleburg Community Center ~ July 4, 2005
Photos By Jay Hubbard
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Faces & Places
Middleburg Humane Foundation
11th Annual Benefit Dinner Dance
Peace and Plenty at Bolling Brook ~ June 18, 2005

Larry & Laura Clark Susan Hensley & 
Chris Cormack

Bob Powell Kay Pitts & Margaret Hawes

Monica Greenbeerg & Elaine 
Burden

Lisa & Zohar Ben Dov and
Dot Smithwick

Doug McCorkindale, Lisa Ben Dov & Stu McCorkindaleCharlie & Leslie Taylor Nick Arundel & Friends Herman & Monica Greenberg

Rose Marie Bogley Maryann & Tucker Withers

Rutledge Farm Annual Country Cookout
Rutledge Farm ~ June 26, 2005

The Middleburg Humane Foundation Board

Ken & Pat Reid “Uncle Ralph” Parker & Hillary Bogley

Ed McMahon & John Zugschwert Tutti Perricone Jan Sodolsky Liz Clark & John Sodolsky
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BOBBY - OK, this is 
one cool little kid! Bobby 
has a heart of gold! He is 
super sweet, funloving 
and playful. Bobby is an 8 
month old Lab? mix pup.

LEONE- A  lovely 14 year 
old Chestnut TB mare.  Le-
onne is a great babysitter with 
excellent ground manners. 
She has never been ridden but 
loves people and  to be bathed 
& sprayed with the hose!  She 
is an easy keeper too. Leonne 
has a few friends like  Starsky 
who need lawn ornament/ 
babysitter homes as well.

ANIMAL WISH LIST

• Foster home for 2 horses
• Plain clay kitty litter
• Bleach & paper towels

MHF
P.O. Box 1238, Middleburg • VA 20118
540-364-3272
email:mhfdtn@earthlink.net 
www.middleburghumane.com

TAFFY was found wandering 
on a country road. She was suf-
fering from severe glaucoma 
which caused her to be blind. 
Taffy has been treated and does 
not need further treatment for 
her eyes. She is 6-8 years old, 
very sweet & gentle & needs a 
quiet, solid home. Please help, 
she deserves it.

ANN MARGARET  is an absolutely gorgeous TB mare, 
about 20 years old but looks 
like a 4 year old! She is 16H, 
VERY easy keeper, sound and 
very healthy. She needs to be 
re-schooled since she has not 
been ridden in many years. Ann 
Margaret needs a home with an 

experienced rider to help her get going again.
 

SHORTY & BIG BIRD-   
Shorty is Big Birds daddy! 
We actually have mom too- 
and these guys are SO spe-
cial! They require a secure 
fenced yard due to “the nose 
to the ground & go”. This 

family of Beagles are really great dogs- they are gentle 
and fun loving. The perfect family friends.
 

JOYCE -  Joyce is a special 
old TB mare who had a tough 
winter. She is quite healthy 
now and just needs more gro-
ceries! Joyce is easy to handle 
and very gentle. She must be 
grained and would benefit 

from good pasture as well. A wonderful babysitter/ lawn 
ornament!

SCOTTIE - Scottie is a super 
cool 1 1⁄2 year old Pit Bull 
mix. He is great with cats & all 
other dogs. Scottie was raised 
in an apartment. He is very well 
mannered and quiet indoors. He 
requires a structured environ-
ment with adults only. Scottie 
is currently in obedience class. 
He is a big strong young man 
that our junior volunteers call 

Mr. Wiggle Butt!

HAVE MICE?? HERE 
KITTY KITTY!!!- We 
have many gorgeous, 
healthy, spayed and neu-
tered adult kitty cats that 
need homes!  Kittens go 
quickly but our adult cats 
sit for months looking 
for homes. Please, if you 

have room in your heart, home or barn- give us a call!

NIKKI - A lovely 10 year old 
purebred Norwegian Elkhound. 
Nikke is a perfect girl! She is 
housetrained, quiet, gentle, loves 
car rides, little kids, cats and all 
other dogs! She would be a won-
derful companion for anyone

BEAUTIFUL BUN-
NIES  -  These two 
pairs of bunnies are 
very special! They are 
very people friendly, 
spayed & neutered and 
very healthy. Both pairs 

must stay together and need 
homes with lots of love and daily 
interaction.

DINGO - Poor Dingo. He is a 
cattle dog cross that was raised 
with small children. Unfortunate-
ly, he didn’t have a job of his own 
so he continued to herd the kids 
into the closet and occasionally 
eat their toys!!! Dingo is a gentle 
dog. He is housebroken and well 
mannered but he really needs an 
interactive home with lots of fun 
things to do!

Middleburg Humane Foundation   540-364-3272

KITTIES!   Schedule an ap-
pointment to come to our 
shelter to meet and greet a 
wonderful group of kittens 
and young adult cats.  Ev-
eryone is AIDS/Leukemia 
negative and has started their 
vaccines and dewormings. 

The spay/neuters are included in our adoption program. 
Ask about our “Buddy program” to help keep friends 
together.

• Funds for spay/neuter program
• Loving homes for our kitties
• Canned cat food

Friends for Life
Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share 
Their homes with four-legged friends.

I’ m 
helping 
to host 
a par-

ty for dogs 
and their 
people in 

Middleburg on Saturday, Au-
gust 6 from noon until 5:00. 
It’s called Dog Day in August 
and it’s going to be an annual 
celebration. In fact, the town 
is even closing Madison Street 
just for the occasion! Main 
Street Middleburg came up 
with this wonderful idea and 
they were kind enough to ask 
for my assistance in planning 
and putting on the event. 

It’s going to be a great af-
ternoon for dogs, kids, and 
grown-ups. We’ve been work-
ing day and night to make sure 
this fi rst celebration is a really, 
really good one. We’ve lined 
up a canine agility champion, 
the Middleburg Animal Hospi-
tal, Middleburg Humane Foun-
dation, Wrapped in Kindness, 
Canine Companions, and lots 
and lots of other great organi-
zations and people to partici-
pate. We’re also going to have 
all kinds of fun stuff like a “pet 
psychic” (played by Tutti Per-
ricone, one of the most talented 
people in town). We’ll have 
tons of contests with terrifi c 
prizes too. And don’t worry, 
we’ll have lots and lots of wa-
ter, treats and doggie ice cream 
on hand to make sure dogs stay 
cool and happy. 

But here’s a little secret 
I’ll share with you now: I have 
never been a host for a party in 
my life! In my entire two years 
on this earth, I have never once 
helped to plan a celebration. 
Okay, we had a tiny birthday 

get-together for another dog 
I live with, but it was nothing 
compared to this! Thank good-
ness there are other people and 
dogs involved who know what 
they’re doing. Even so, I’m a 
nervous wreck! I keep hav-
ing nightmares in which no-
body comes to our party. That 
would just be too much for my 
little ego to handle. I would be 
scarred for life, I’m sure. And 
I can’t even imagine the writ-
er’s block that would ensue. It 
could destroy my career as an 
intrepid canine journalist. 

So here’s my not-so-quiet 
plea:  please come! If I could 
howl it from the rooftops, I 
would. (My people aren’t so 
keen on that idea.) If I could 
dance in the streets to get your 
attention, I would. (My people 
aren’t so keen on that idea ei-
ther.)  What I can do is use my 
humble little column to call all 
dogs, puppies, big kids, little 
kids, young people, and older 
people! It’s going to be a dog 
day extraordinaire. And there’s 
no fee to join in the fun! 

On August 6, please … 
come, stay, play. 

Thank you. I hope I haven’t 
sounded too desperate. 

Your Furry Friend, 

Albert

 

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, 
is Chairman of the Board of 
Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, in 
Middleburg. 

Your Furry Friend, 

Albert

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, 
is Chairman of the Board of 
Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, 

AN INVITATION FROM 
ALBERT P. CLARK
What:    Dog Day in August
When:    August 6, 2005
    Noon – 5:00
Where:   Madison Street, 

Two programs offered by 
the Loudoun County De-
partment of Animal Care 
and Control during the 

month of June will help reduce cat 
overpopulation by allowing 384 
cats to receive free spay/neuter 
surgery.

In honor of Adopt-A-Shelter-
Cat month all cats adopted from 
the Loudoun County Animal Shel-
ter during the month of June re-
ceived free spay/neuter surgery.

As a result, cat adoptions in-
creased 31% over June of last year.  
In total, 71 cats & kittens were ad-
opted into loving homes.

In addition, Animal Care & 

Control partnered with 10 lo-
cal veterinarians to offer free cat 
spay/neuter vouchers for Loudoun 
County residents.  Vouchers were 
available at the Loudoun County 
Animal Shelter throughout the 
month of June and are redeemable 
at the veterinarian of the owner’s 
choosing until August 1.  

The Animal Shelter distribut-
ed 313 vouchers total in the month 
of June.

“The Virginia General Assem-
bly recently passed a resolution 
encouraging local governments to 
support the spaying and neutering 
of companion animals by provid-
ing incentives to local citizens (HJ 

768),” said Operations Manager 
Tom Koenig.  “These programs 
are the fi rst step in our commit-
ment to bringing this resolution to 
our community and we are very 
pleased with the results.”

Funding for these programs 
came through sales of the Virginia 
Animal Friendly license plate.  
As a revenue sharing plate, a $15 
non-tax-deductible contribution is 
made to the locality in which the 
vehicle is registered.

Animal Care & Control is 
working on plans for similar spay/
neuter programs for dogs during 
Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog month in 
October.

Animal Shelter Programs Help 
Spay/Neuter Nearly 400 Cats
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Hidden talents.Unique gifts.
For 40 years, Notre Dame Academy has provided a high school experience rich in academic challenge,  
creative opportunities, and leadership development for students who not only want to prepare for 
college, but prepare for life. For more information or to schedule a personal tour, please contact 
the Admission Office at 540.687.5581 x3008 or visit our website at www.notredameva.org.

An Independent, Catholic, Co-educational, College Preparatory High School in Middleburg, VA

Admission
Open House

August 4 and 16
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Please contact 
Mrs.Cathy Struder,

Admission Director at
540-687-5581 x3008 
for more information.

35321 Notre Dame Lane,
Middleburg, VA 20117
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C R E E K  H I L L

www.Thomas-Talbot.com

P R O P E R T I E S  I N  H U N T  C O U N T R Y  

For further information regarding the properties above or for any of your property requirements please contact any of our qualified agents.  All inquiries shall be held in the strictest of confidence.  

* Donna Baker
* Catherine Bernache
* Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor
* John Coles

* Phillip S. Thomas
* Rein du Pont
* Barrington Hall

Sydney Hall
Brian McGowan

* Maryanne Mooney
* Mary Ann McGowan

* Cricket B. Whitner

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

Telephone (540) 687-6500 � Metro (703) 478-8180
Christie’s
Great Estates
International
Exclusive Affiliate * Award winning agents

* Alex Sharp

S T I L L  C A N N O N  F A R M

123+/- acres in Warren County with beautiful rolling
pastures �2 creeks �Private woods with spectacular
mountain views �3 potential home sites �1 bedroom
cabin overlooking stream �Secluded, yet convenient
to I-66 �Ideal for horses $998,000

W O O D S L A N E

Beautiful stone house �74 acres �5 bedrooms �5.5
baths �Pool �Stunning mtn views �3 bedroom tenant
house �Exceptional equestrian facility �20 stall
Belmont barn �12 stall center aisle barn �Indoor
arena �Sand ring                                    $5,100,000

HORSEFIELDS

Piedmont Hunt Territory �Nr. Upperville, VA
�Beautiful 5 bedroom stone house with lovely wood-
work �Modern kitchen �1st floor double master suite
�4 bedroom guest house with  pool �14 stall barn �2
tenant houses on 140 acres $7,500,000

Prime location �5 bedroom, 3.5 bath, brick home on
7.5+acres �Sweeping views�Large pond �Formal liv-
ing room �Den with FP �Open kitchen �Main floor
master suite with bath �Sep. guest wing �New sun-
room �4 car garage $1,295,000

M T .  M A R S H A L L

Washington, VA �25 acre retreat �Spacious chalet
style home �Fabulous views �10 acres fenced for
horses �5 stall barn �Paddock �Ride miles of trails in
Shenandoah National Park right from your own
doorstep $999,000

T H E  M E A D O W S

Washington,VA �c.1749 Manor house �Greek revival
wings added 1810 �Completely restored with modern
fieldstone kitchen & grand living room additions in
1990 �Central air �Heated Pool �Paved driveway
�Pond �21+ acres in the village              $2,995,000

Orange County Hunt Territory �203+/- rolling acres
�With mountain vistas �Barn �Several old structures
�Pond �Stone walls �Abudant wildlife �Beautiful
views in all directions �Within five minutes of
Middleburg $2,547,500

C A E L I  F A R M

B L A C K  S T A R  F A R M

Fabulous equestrian property on approx. 20 acres
�Beautiful 3 bedroom residence �Wood floors �High
ceilings �Open floor plan �6 stall center aisle stable
�Lighted reg. size dressage arena �Board fenced pad-
docks �Great ride out �Near Middleburg    $1,110,000

Custom home �Approx 6,000 square feet �Beamed
cathedral ceilings �Hard wood floors �Gourmet
kitchen �Heated pool �Sited on 25 private acres with
mountain views �Creek frontage �Ideal for horses
�Terrific ride out $2,150,000

R O K E B Y  R O A D


