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Rural Economy
Small Farms are Big Business in Loudoun

Steve Dryden  

In many Northern Vir-
ginia neighborhoods, 
two miniature Sicilian 
donkeys could add up to 

a heap of trouble. In western 
Loudoun County, they are 
simply part of the charm.  

“Mercifully, my neigh-
bors have not commented,” 
says Karen Lowe, whose 
Loweland Farm occupies 60 
acres on Steptoe Hill Road 
in Middleburg. The donkeys 
have a “strong, deep chest” 
that belies their stature, and 
the all-hours braying can be 
heard across property lines.  
But because Loweland bor-
ders another farm and a 
camp, there aren’t any com-
plaints.

In northwest Loudoun, 
the smooth functioning of 
Malcolm Baldwin’s 28-acre 
Weather Lea Farm near 
Lovettsville depends on 
more than friendly relations 
with his neighbors. He needs 
hay for his sheep, but can’t 

afford the expensive equip-
ment necessary to cut his 
fi elds. A farmer who lives 
nearby performs that task for 
him.  

Loweland and Weather 
Lea exist in a delicate but 
thriving sector of Loudoun 
County called the rural econ-
omy. Delicate because both 
farms are entwined with the 
community in intimate ways. 
Thriving because of the 
booming demand for their 
goods and services.

The impact of proposed 
new zoning regulations on 
western Loudoun’s rural 
economy is an important part 
of deliberations this winter 
by the Board of Supervisors. 
Baldwin is watching the de-
bate very closely. If most of 
the fi elds that surround his 
property become subdivi-
sions, he could see his hay 
service vanish and his profi ts 
disappear. 

“I’m simply too small 
to control my rural environ-
ment so I’m very vulner-

able,”  Baldwin says.  
Many of the businesses 

that make up the rural econ-
omy are, like Baldwin’s, 
modest-sized. Wineries, 
pick-your-own farms, farm-
ers’ markets, antique shops, 
bed and breakfast inns, and 
animal hospitals are among 
the other enterprises in this 
sector, often started by entre-
preneurs who have moved to 
the county from more popu-
lated Washington suburbs in 
recent decades.

There are also the larger 
farms that specialize in such 
traditional Loudoun prod-
ucts as grain and cattle. And 
of course there is the equine 
services industry, which 
leads the state in horse sales 
and employs 2,480 people.

Put together, the big and 
small make up a robust part of 
Loudoun County commerce, 
with rural economic income 
of over $40 million annu-
ally. In 2002, the latest year 
for which agricultural census 
data is available, Loudoun 

A s t a n d i n g - r o o m -
only crowd stayed 
late and listened 
quietly to an end-

of-the-meeting presentation 
from Salamander Develop-
ment at Town Council’s De-
cember session on Thursday, 
December 8.

Salmander’s Prem 
Devadas armed with archi-
tectural models, presentation 
boards and pointers outlined 
both a new and much-revised 
site plan, plus new building 
designs and fl oor plans for 
the much-debated Salaman-
der Inn and Spa project. (For 
more on the latest Salaman-
der revisions see page 4)

Following the Board of 
Supervisors’ recent approval 
of required zoning changes,  
public hearing on boundary 
line adjustments that will 
bring the Salamander prop-
erty offi cially into the Town 
of Middleburg was set for 
January 12, 2006, 7:30 PM 

at the Town Offi ces. 
A snow-storm threatened 

and Mayor Tim Dimos offi -
cially assigned Police Chief 
Webber to sky-watch-and-
warning duties as he gav-
eled Council to order at 7:30 
PM for an end-of-the-year 
agenda otherwise devoted to 
routine business.

Joe Burke of BOWA 
Builders described the ren-
ovation and design work 
done out of his new offi ces 
on East Washington Street 
and was formally welcomed 
by Council at the traditional 
monthly presentation by new 
businesses in town.

Waterford’s Kate Ma-
gennis Wyatt followed 
Burke with a power-point 
overview of the nationally 
and internationally recog-
nized achievements of the 
“Journey Through Hallowed 
Ground” foundation and its 
supporters to date, leading to 
unanimous Council approval 

of two resolutions support-
ing protection of the historic 
treasures along the Route 15 
corridor from Gettysburg to 
Charlottesville:  one recom-
mending that the corridor 
be considered for National 
Heritage Area designation; 
the other recommending Na-
tional Scenic Byway desig-
nation.

Tom Patterson thanked 
the Council and Town Staff 
on behalf of the Fox Run 
Homeowners Association 
for paving the eastern end of 
Marshall Street, drawing a 
gracious response and laugh-
ter after a wry warning from 
Mayor Dimos about “being 
careful how you speak about 
unpaved roads” in Loudoun.

Tom Pratt, a twenty-year 
resident of Middleburg,  re-
quested that Council consider 
joining Winchester, Warren-
ton, and the District of Co-
lumbia as “Communities of 
Peace.”  The Council, with 

Continued Page 8
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23655 Landmark School Rd., Middleburg, VA
1939 two-story house, spacious lot on a quiet street,
large enclosed porch, deck, detached garage, 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, full basement with outside entrance, recently
added central air conditioning. $649,900.
Dave Olimpi 540-729-0354

The Pot House, Middleburg, VA
11.3 acres with 3 fenced pastures, and 6 dwelling units.
Historic main house has 3 bedrooms (one on 1st floor),
2 1/2 baths, 2 fireplaces, large living spaces, porches,
gardens, greenhouse. Guest house, 2 cottages, studio
with kitchen and full bath, and 3 stall barn with
apartment above are included in this "personal village."
$2,250,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-687-6395

Fox Meadows, Delaplane, VA
Magnificent estate situated in the heart of the Virginia
countryside. The brick Georgian built in 2000 is
uniquely sited on 82 acres comprised of open land,
pastoral views, woodlands and manicured lawn and
gardens. The property has 4 bedrooms, guest suite, 16
foot ceilings, beautiful outdoor terrace, one level living,
and large 3 bedroom tenant house. All this yet only one
hour from Washington, DC. $4,250,000.
Jim.Thompson@erols.com 540-687-3216

21 Chinn Lane, Middleburg, VA
Charming cape located in the Village Hamlet. New kitchen,
stone walls, stone walkways, new furnace, just painted outside.
Beautiful moldings, Spanish Title floors in kitchen and
powder room, 3 sets of french doors open to private terraced
patio garden, garden shed. Walk to restaurants, grocery,
schools, churches and lovely shops. Room for expansion if
desired. Wonderful location! Owner/agent. $885,000.
Anita Sisney 703-973-1987

Roscommon, Upperville, VA
94 acre professional horse farm designed and created by
Olympic Medalist. Light filled sophisticated main
residence, spacious rooms for entertaining. Pine floors
throughout, granite counters in updated kitchen, 6
fireplaces. 12 stalls, 11 paddocks, large sand/rubber
arena, garage with apartment, tenant house. Piedmont
Hunt country.  $3,350,000.
Linden Wiesman 703-408-4696

Dover Road, Middleburg, VA
Completely updated 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath Colonial
on 3 acres. Amazing kitchen opens to family room and
breakfast area. 2 fireplaces, sun porch with heated
ceramic floor. Pool, 2-stall barn/shed, 2-car garage.
Many shade and fruit trees. $1,375,000.
Camden Littleton 703-568-1097

23465 Melmore Place, Middleburg, VA
Lovely 4 bedroom home on 3 acres in Melmore
Development in excellent condition. Beautiful private
setting with screened-in porch and deck overlooking
pond and stream. Underground watering system,
attached 2-car garage, detached 2-car garage with water
and electric. $775,000.
Carole Miller 703-705-9110

Grove Lane, Delaplane, VA
Breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains on
70+ acres. Custom built 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath home
features hardwood birch floors, 2 fireplaces, kitchen
with granite counters and custom cabinetry, and full
finished basement. Farm is fully fenced & cross fenced,
and includes a run-in shed, equipment barn and small pond.
Located in Orange County Hunt territory. $1,650,000. 
Camden M. Littleton 703-568-1097

MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON 540.675.1488
www.ArmfieldMillerRipley.com

Havenleigh, Middleburg, VA
Gracious country living with all the amenities including
au pair/in-law suite. Situated on 3.5 acres near
Middleburg, VA, this is a commuter’s dream. View
a virtual tour at www.armfieldmillerripley.com.
Motivated seller. Make offers! $1,095,000.
Clyde Lamond 540-687-5655 
Patricia Burns 540-454-6723
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News of Note

Alex Cudaback

The past twelve months 
have been busy ones for 
Sheila Johnson. Her lat-
est, and probably best-

known business venture, at least 
locally, the Salamander Resort and 
Spa, has moved closer to comple-
tion; she became the fi rst female, 
African-American to hold the po-
sition of owner/partner in three 
professional sports franchises; and 
on November 9th, she was named 
co-chair of Governor Elect Tim 
Kaine’s inauguration committee. 

On January 14, 2006, Timothy 
M. Kaine will be offi cially sworn 
in as the 70th Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. And 
for the fi rst time in over two hun-
dred years, that inauguration will 
take place not in Richmond, but in 
Williamsburg.

Kaine and Johnson have 
grown to know each other well 
over the last several years, he as 

the Lieutenant Governor, she as a 
prominent resident and business-
owner in the increasingly impor-
tant northern region of the nation’s 
original Commonwealth.

Throughout the recently-
completed Governor’s campaign, 
Johnson proved an invaluable 
ally to Kaine, contributing more 
money to his campaign than any 
other individual donor and using 
her connections and savvy to help 
further the Governor Elect’s mes-
sage and vision for Virginia.

“The most important things for 
me about Tim Kaine,” said John-
son, “are his incredibly high stan-
dards. He’s a true family man, and 
as a public servant he has shown 
remarkable vision, an ability to see 
the big picture, to set goals and use 
all the tools at his disposal to reach 
them. I see Tim Kaine as being not 
only an architect of change, but, at 
the same time, as a real steward of 
the Commonwealth, in the fi nest 
tradition of Virginia’s leadership.”

Why Williamsburg?
According to Johnson, two 

of the main reasons to hold next 
year’s inauguration in Williams-
burg are to recognize not only the 
Commonwealth’s rich diversity 
and history, but also to bring the 
inauguration to as many residents 
as possible.

“We want this inauguration to 
be for everyone,” stresses Johnson. 
“At the same time, Williamsburg 
allows us to showcase the rich his-
torical traditions of Virginia. We’re 
approaching the quadra-centennial 
of Jamestown, the fi rst permanent 
English settlement in not only Vir-
ginia, but America. The upcoming 
inauguration will be an important 
part of that celebration.”

Johnson is quick to point out 
that, although Williamsburg will 
be the site of next year’s inaugura-
tion, Richmond will by no means 
be left out. 

“There will Inaugural Balls 
in both Williamsburg and Rich-

mond,” Johnson says. “Tim will 
get to take a helicopter between 
the two cities. 

She laughs. “I don’t think I’ll 
be so lucky! I see a car ride in my 
future.”

Johnson is expected to bring 
her entertainment background to 
bear, and she’s already working 
hard to line up some top acts for 
the celebratory series of events. 

“It’s trickier than people might 
think,” she says. “Scheduling the 
kind of bands that people expect 
to see with only two months in be-
tween can prove challenging. Most 
of these groups schedule events six 
to twelve months in advance.”

That being said, Johnson 
seems not only up to the task, but 
excited by the prospects. 

“We’re talking to the Dave 
Matthews Band. They said the 
dates looked diffi cult, but they’re 
like native sons! I’m going to stay 
on them.”

Johnson Jumps into Politics
Named co-chair of Governor Elect inauguration committee

Middleburg
Environs

Cover Photo By Jim Poston

Thank you!
This year’s chili dinner raised just over $5,000 

Due to the generosity of Salamander Market, Light 
Foot Café, Backstreet Café and other donors who 

underwrote the cost of the evening, 
the admission cost and tips will go directly to 

local charities to feed and support local families

  Thank you to all who came out 
and supported this cause!  

See you next year!

Fly Fishing gear for the traveling angler
Exceptional Value & Performance

www.AdvancedFlyFishing.com
Lon Southerland (540)-729-7117

Build Your Custom Fly Rod on our laptop
NEW! Patented Interactive Fly Rod Builder

• Personalized, feather inlays & many options!  
• Best value of in stock travel pack rods available
• See our site for Lifetime Guaranteed Rods & Specials
• We add extras  to all orders & Ship fast - give us a call!

A Joyous Christmas Season & Happy New Year to you! 

Cars by Chris
Luxury Auto Sales

Quality ~ Professional ~ Experienced
Let me bring the cars to you.

Preowned ~ Low Miles ~ Handpicked
Mercedes ~ Volvo ~ Landrover ~ BMW

Others available ~We service what we sell
Chris Trefny • 703-220-6123

cityautorepair@vacoxmail.com

Craig Matthew Schulz
Beloved Son, and Brother, Cherished Friend

On December 4, 1980 in 
Falmouth, Massachu-
setts, Craig Matthew 
Schulz was born to 

Barbara and Dale and sister Lisa 
Schulz. At the age of 6, he moved 
from Fairfax to Middleburg, Vir-
ginia where he grew up.

Craig attended Loudoun 
County High School and gradu-
ated from Embrey Riddle Aero-
nautical University in Daytona, 
Florida in 2003 with a degree in 
Aeronautic Science. 

Craig was a certifi ed pilot in 
single-engine and multi-engine 
aircraft and was fully rated for in-
strument fl ying as a CFI instruc-
tor. Because of his true passion for 
fl ying he became a fl ight instructor 
at AV-ED in Leesburg, Virginia. 

On November 9th, Craig died 
in a tragic plane accident.

With his untimely death, the 
great energy that radiated through 
him to those around him is lost.  
He was a generous, caring, lov-
ing and all-around nice guy.  His 
smile never left his face, and your 
name never left his memory.  

Craig was our beloved son, 
our adored brother and our cher-
ished friend. 

Directors of the Pied-
mont Community Foundation 
(PCF) have established an en-
dowment fund to permanent-
ly assist Blue Ridge Hospice 
as the organization continues 
to provide quality end-of-life 
care to patients and families 
facing serious illness, and to 
support community members 
affected by death, dying and 
loss.

The Blue Ridge Hospice 
board of directors created the 
new endowment fund to offer 
Western Loudoun families an 
opportunity to make a last-
ing tribute to a loved one in 
the local community.  Gifts 
of any size are welcome from 
those who wish to support the 
BHR endowment through the 
community foundation.

Blue Ridge Hospice is a 

not-for-profi t health care or-
ganization founded in 1981 
by Gail Rogers and Helen 
Zebarth. Today BHR serves 
Western Loudoun County, 
plus Frederick, Clarke, War-
ren and Shenandoah counties. 
In October BHR marked the 
fi rst anniversary of an eight-
bed residential center located 
in Winchester, built to assist 
those who require care be-
yond services administered 
in their home. The center is 
staffed around the clock with 
nurses and nursing assistants.

Karen Krei, PCF execu-
tive director, expressed ap-
preciation that PCF was cho-
sen as the steward for the new 
endowment thereby enhanc-
ing our community through 
this charitable endeavor.

Piedmont Community 
Foundation Announces 
Blue Ridge Hospice 
Endowment Fund
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My other horse is a Hummer
   The power and performance to go anywhere combined with the
bloodlines of an American champion. Hummer takes the toughest track conditions in stride. And

carries you across the finish line in style and comfort. All that, and you
don’t even have to muck its stall. Come into Moore Cadillac Hummer
in Chantilly and examine our entire stable of event-class vehicles.
25440 Pleasant Valley Road, Chantilly, VA 20152
On Route 50 where Fairfax meets Loudoun

1-800-548-1586  www.moorecadillachummer.com

THE BEST HAS MOVED WEST

Salamander Develop-
ment LLC’s Prem 
Devadas closed 
Thursday night’s 

Town Council meeting with 
a detailed presentation of the 
corporation’s latest plans for 
the buildings and grounds of 
the hotly debated Salamander 
Inn and Spa, including a sug-
gestion for a new site.

Mayor Tim Dimos intro-
duced the Salamander Inn 
presentation session by recog-
nizing and thanking Dr. Sheila 
Johnson for her “graciousness” 

for “being such a wonderful 
partner to work with” during 
the lengthy approval process 
to date.  He also expressed his 
pride in, and personal gratitude 
to, the Town Council for their 
hard work.  “I am grateful to 
Jim Burton and the prior Board 
of Supervisors for having the 
vision to enact a comprehen-
sive plan and an AR-2 zoning 
ordinance that this all to hap-
pen,” he continued with a cer-
tain restrained irony, “and I’m 
grateful to the current Board of 
Supervisors for working close-
ly with the Town of Middleburg 
to help make this happen.”

The New Site Plan
Prem Devadas, speaking 

for Salamander, noted that the 
Board of Supervisors had, in-
deed, approved on Tuesday 
morning, by a vote of 8 to 1, 
“our right to build a 120-room 
resort” on a 340-acre tract 
and that the Board’s approval 
cleared the way for the Town 
and Salamander, working under 
the terms of their Memorandum 
of Understanding, to move for-
ward, not only with boundary 
line revisions and  the construc-
tion of the Inn and Spa, but the 

building of the Town’s new 
waste water treatment plant.

But Salamander has a new 
and better idea.  “One of the 
main reasons we want to dis-
cuss this tonight,” Devadas 
began, “is because the County 
has approved our 120-room re-
sort in a particular location . . . . 
“  in a forested area completely 
outside the current boundaries 
of  Middleburg, in the County. 

Salamander wants Council 
to consider approving a new 
site(see maps) which moves the 
Inn closer to Middleburg,  but 
leaves the forest intact, requires 
less earth moving and soil dis-

ruption, moves the main en-
trance road farther away from 
the Inn and Spa’s neighbors to 
the north, lowers the above-
sea-level height of the Inn as a 
whole, and  makes it easier for 
guests at the Inn to get to town 
without using their cars, either 
by walking or biking, 

Though Salamander could 
go ahead and build using the 
old already-approved site plan, 
Devadas requested that the 
Council and the public give 
thoughtful consideration to the 
new one, and inform Salaman-

der of their preferences as soon 
as possible. 

Virginia Stone Exteriors
Salamander’s design team 

has also suggested extensive 
changes to the outside appear-
ance of the Inn.  Gone is any 
notion of a French/Tuscan 
villa design.  The new look is 
Virginia Countryside, with all 
the major buildings faced with 
natural stone in the style of 
the Red Fox Inn, stone chim-
neys reminiscent of the Ger-
man stone farm houses that dot 
the county, natural slate roofs, 
gravel and stone walkways.  

The “feel” is to be that of an an-
cient  Virginia manor house that 
has been added to by succeed-
ing generations until it reached 
it’s current configuration as an 
Inn and Spa.

The proposed new location 
will also allow buildings to be 
fitted into the lower contours 
of the property, preserving the 
highest ground on the property 
for forest land.

Reception Areas, Restau-
rants and Conference
Guests will enter the Inn 

through a courtyard, reached 

via a long shaded drive.   After 
entering a spacious reception 
area, guests will be registered in 
a private library-like room.  At 
the other end of the reception 
area will a wine bar, open to the 
public, serving casual lunches 
and dinners and afternoon teas.  
Next to that a room for billiards 
and TV is planned.

The main restaurant will 
seat 110, including a private 
dining area.  About 135 guests 
could also be served on outside 
patios with views overlooking 
the Bull Run Mountains in the 
distance.  Open to the public, 
the restaurant will feature a 

combination of Virginia and 
continental cuisine, at moder-
ate prices.

The stuccoed conference 
facility will seat 300 comfort-
ably and include a 5,000 square 
foot ball room.  Roughly half 
the Inn’s business is expected 
to be based on conferences.

Guest Rooms
The main lodging house 

will contain 44 rooms.  They’re 
large, 600 square feet, and each 
features a foyer, a small dining 
area, a working gas fireplace, 
LCD television sets in bedroom 

and bath.
The Spa will add another 

eight rooms, designed to allow 
in-room treatment.  In addition 
to world class Spa facilities, the 
area will also include facilities 
for  a cooking school.

Nine private cottages, three 
of them with four bedrooms 
each, are also planned for the 
grounds.

The rest of the rooms are 
contained in a conference liv-
ing facility, which the proposed 
new site will allow to be built 
as a three-story facility that 
appears to be only two stories 
high.

A Proposed New Look for the Salamander Inn and Spa
Salamander asks Council to consider approving a new site which moves the Inn closer to Middleburg

New Site Plan
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farm sales were 39 percent higher 
than in the previous census taken 
in 1997. Tourism – based in many 
instances on the existence of a pas-
toral landscape – delivered $2.9 
million to the county government 
in taxes in 2004.

After the Virginia Supreme 
Court last spring struck down the 
previous Board of Supervisors’ 
zoning plan for western Loudoun, 
zoning reverted to the old one 
house/three acre (A-3) rule that 
agricultural experts say would ruin 
the open space conditions needed 
by farmers. “We cannot sustain the 
rural economy with a development 
density of one house/three acres,” 
declares Richard Fiske, former 
president of the Loudoun Farm 
Bureau. 

The previous board’s zoning 
rules limited building in the west 
to one house per 20 or 50 acres, 
depending on the location, though 
with “clustering” options, the ef-
fective zoning was 10 acres and 20 
acres. Clustering involves placing 
homes close together so that more 
open space is preserved.

In July, the current board gave 
county staff the go-ahead to work 
on a draft for a zoning proposal 
sponsored by supervisors Jim Bur-
ton (I-Blue Ridge), and Jim Clem 
(R-Leesburg). The proposed zon-
ing would be more restrictive than 
A-3 but less so than the 2003 or-
dinance. It would allow one house 
per 20 or 40 acres, though it pro-
vides other subdivision options, 
including a cluster option that 
would double the number of hous-
es that could be built. Through a 
more complex rezoning process, 
the number of houses could be 
increased even more in return 
for proffers, or promises to offset 
some of the additional costs to tax-

payers.
This month’s board work ses-

sions will attempt to settle differ-
ences among board members over 
key elements of the ordinance and 
how it will work. One signifi cant 
issue involves the question of open 
space easements.  Under the hous-
ing cluster option, which leaves 
approximately 70 percent of the 
land in open space, the question 
is whether that space should be 
placed in a permanent easement.  
The county staff’s draft says only 
“restrictive covenants” would be 
required; these could be abolished 
over time.  

Another issue is the timing 
for passage of the ordinance. Un-
der the most effi cient scenario, it 
could be completed by the end of 
February. The worst-case scenario 
would leave it in the hands of the 
county planning commission to 
work on as long as they wished, 
before voting and sending it to the 
board for enactment.

A third question is grandfa-
thering.  If the subdivision appli-
cations that are now in the pipeline 
but still not through the adminis-
trative process were to be grand-
fathered or “vested,” then many 
building lots would be made avail-
able.

Other issues include the list 
that will defi ne what kind of busi-
nesses are allowed to operate and 
the required approval process, 
and the rules governing set-backs, 
buffers, noise, lighting, parking 
spaces, and other performance 
standards. 

The fact that such details must 
be specifi ed refl ects the reality of 
a working landscape in Loudoun. 
Martha Polkey, who raises sheep 
north of Leesburg and sells the 
sheepskins, fl eece and lamb prod-

ucts, comments that “development 
interests often try to portray the 
preservation of open space and 
agricultural land as a mere ‘views-
hed,’ primarily for the wealthy. But 
the open land we want to retain in 
Loudoun is commercial land.”

Polkey, a member of the Vir-
ginia Sheep Industry Board, says 
she can see “the envy in the faces 
of my fellow producers in more 
rural portions of the state who see 
the ready market we have for our 
products, and the prices we can 
command.” New ethnic popula-
tions in the Washington area, for 
example, have created a demand 
for fresh lamb and goat.

But Polkey and others who 
raise vulnerable animals such as 
sheep have to contend with nu-
merous problems arising from 
the proximity of suburban-style 
communities. A household dog 
allowed to run free may “pack 
up” with other liberated canines, 
which then form an effi cient kill-
ing machine.     

A broader concern for busi-
nesses and residents alike is the 
quality of drinking water if vast 
acres of county land in the west 
are paved over. Major waterways 
such as Goose Creek suffer from 
construction site runoff, fertilizers 
dumped on the lawns of large-sized 
lots, and roadway chemicals.

Beverly Morton Billand, 
owner of Patowmack Farm, which 
overlooks the Potomac River 
across from Point of Rocks, sug-
gests the county do more to help 
small businesses fl ourish in the 
rural areas. “The process (for ap-
provals) is long and arduous,” she 
says. (Billand did most of the ap-
plications herself, with help from 
her husband, a professional county 
planner.)  

Patowmack Farm is an all-
organic enterprise that grows a 
variety of vegetables and fruits as 
the basis for the elegant meals at 
its “Dinner in the Garden” facil-
ity. Billand wants to preserve the 
countryside ambience around her 
property “I’m for controlled and 
intelligent growth,” she says.  

 Karen Lowe is effusive 
about the pastoral setting of Low-
eland Farm, calling it a “real bless-
ing,” as is the increasing busi-
ness she is getting from county 
residents. She and her husband 
Richard grow Christmas trees (the 
Sicilian donkeys are an attraction 
for visiting families); their other 
activity is Karen’s gourmet food 
product line, which uses ingredi-

ents from the farm’s garden. 
The bottom-line beauty of Po-

towmack and Loweland farms is 
that while they make good mon-
ey for the owners, they also save 
money for county taxpayers. 

Compared to subdivisions, 
rural economic businesses require 
much less infrastructure – roads, 
schools and other services. 

Supervisor Burton estimates 
the should the one house/three 
acre zoning stay in place, it could 
add $1.8 billion to the tax bill as 
48,000 new houses are added in 
western Loudoun. The new zon-
ing plan, if enacted as currently 
outlined, would cut that tax bill by 
more than half.

Linda Tripp Serves up 
German Bratwurst    

1. Charles Dickens - 
1843 - A Christmas
Carol & four other 
Dickens Christmas 
books published 1845 - 
1848..................$7,500
2. [Equestrian] - 2. [Equestrian] - 
Gambado - Academy
for Grown Horsemen - 
1808 - from the library 
of the famous Welsh 
Coed Coch Stud....$600
3. Essay on the use of
Celestrial &Celestrial & Terrestrial
Globes published 1800
in Philadelphia......$400
4. [Coaching] - 1872 
Coach-Makers 
Illustrated Hand-Book -
1st edition.............$500
Happy Holidays-FREE!Happy Holidays-FREE! 

News of Note
Rural Economy
Continued From Page 1

Linda Tripp and her hus-
band, German architect 
Dieter Rausch, owners 
of Middleburg’s Christ-

mas Sleigh (5 E. Washington 
Street, Middleburg), can now be 
seen serving up real German Brat-
wurst at their authentic German 
Christmas Market House in the 
heart of downtown Middleburg. 

“It’s been great fun open-
ing The Christmas Sleigh in 
Middleburg and bringing beau-
tifully made German Christmas 
treasures to Middleburg,” Tripp 
said.  “It’s a great fi t and the Brat-
wurst Haus is yet another of our 
beloved German Christmas tra-
ditions that we were excited to 
share.”

“During the month of De-
cember, Dieter and I are either 
in The Christmas Sleigh gearing 
up for the season or across the 
street in the ‘Weihnachts Markt’ 
overseeing the Bratwurst and hot 
cider.   It’s all a terrifi c feeling of 
a true old world German Christ-
mas right here in downtown 
Middleburg.” 

Heralding the start of Advent, 
“Weihnachts Markt” opened this 
week and will remain open 7 days 
a week from 11 -6 through the end 
of December.  The “Weihnachts 
Markt” located on the main street 
in Middleburg in the garden of 
The Noble House (101 W. Wash-
ington Street), offers authentic 
German Bratwurst, authentic 
German Christmas Stollen, hot 
mulled cider and a variety of Ger-
man Christmas confections. 

For more information on The 
Christmas Sleigh or the “Weih-
nachts Markt”, please call 540-
687-3665 or visit www.thechrist-
massleigh.com.

The Christmas Sleigh Continues 
Holiday Tradition in Middleburg  
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News of Note

A Little Something from Middleburg
AC Moore
Aldie Peddler
Allure
Back Street Café & Catering
BB&T of Middleburg
Blue Ridge Tae Kwon Do
Books & Crannies
Briar Patch Bed & Breakfast
The Christmas Sleigh
The Coach Stop
The Corner Garden
The Corner Store
Country Way
Crème de la Crème
Cuppa Giddy Up
Curves of Middleburg
Fields of Athenry
Food Lion
Foxcroft School 
The Fun Shop
Goodstone Inn
Great Meadow July 4th Celebration
Hidden Horse Tavern
Hill School
Home Farm
Hunt Country Yarns
Hunter’s Head
Inn at Little Washington
Irish Collection
Joan Marie’s
Joan of Art

The Journeymen
King’s Dominion
K’s Pilates
Lee Cross Jewelers
Les Jardins de Bagatelle
The Little Gym in Stone Ridge
The Locke Store
LouLou’s
Magic Wardrobe
Market Salamander

Marriott Ranch
Marshall National Bank & Trust
Mello Out
Middleburg Animal Hospital
Middleburg Bank
Middleburg Country Inn
Middleburg Eccentric
Middleburg Exxon
Middleburg Fitness Club
Middleburg Floral Gallery
Millworks
Molly Malone’s
Monogram Shop
Mr. Kevin Hutcheson
Mt. Harmony Soaps
Natural Designs
Notre Dame Academy 
Petite Dekor
Piedmont Winery
Radio Shack of Marshall
Red Fox Inn

Middleburg Elementary School is very grateful to all of the following 
donors who made our “Breakfast with Santa Silent Auction” 
such a huge success. Your generosity has helped to raise much needed 
funds for student enrichment programs. Thank you for being such 
good neighbors and supporting our local school. 

�����������������������
Give the Gift of Art ... 

Gift certificates available toward the purchase 
  of paintings, sculptures and antiquities.

P I E D M O N T
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Growing a group of 
charitable funds to

enhance the quality of life in
Loudoun and Fauquier

Counties

Dig In

What you sow
will grow

To plant your charitable fund, 
call 540-687-5223

Please visit us @ www.piedmontcf.org
This message sponsored by a friend of the Foundation.

PCF Dig In ad ME 12-05  12/7/05  12:48 PM  Page 1

Town Council
Continued From Page 1
thanks to Pratt and Jerry Eichner,  
later voted to approve the designa-
tion in principle, but to defer until 
a later time any specifi c actions 
in support of the Communities of 
Peace foundation.  Mayor Dimos 
noted further that, for a short time 
after the Revolutionary War, the 
new United States actually had a 
“Department of Peace.”

Staff Reports
Town Manager Mike Casey 

reported to resounding applause 
that the new town parking lot was 
open, and free . . . at least until 
parking meters could be installed, 
which could take several weeks.  
Casey also reported that a framed 

litograph of a Mort Kunstler paint-
ing of JEB Stuart on horseback in 
front of the Red Fox Inn had been 
presented to the town by the art-
ist and would be hung in the town 
visitor center. 

Police Chief Webber reported 
that his department had handled 
116 calls for service in November 
and that he had attended another 
in a series of training seminars on 
handling terrorist events.

Town Attorney Elizabeth 
Whiting has been working on 
producing materials for a legal 
“fi nding’ related to a dispute over 
a Ridgeview right of way.  Materi-
als dating back to 1923 have been 
produced to help decide whether 

or not there has been an illegal 
“taking” of a fi ve-foot strip of land 
included in a long-standing forty-
foot right of way.

Town Planner and zoning ad-
ministrator Marchant Schneider 
noted that some “big ticket items” 
would soon be forthcoming for 
review related to Southern States 
plans for the old Middleburg BP 
station, early discussion of prima-
ry health care facility plans at the 
corner of Jay and Federal streets, 
and in-fi ll design plans for the area 
between the County Way and the 
Hockman Building.  Middleburg 
Brewery’s James Justice, he noted, 
is also opening a pub by the park-
ing lot on the corner of Liberty and 

Federal.  Justice may also be look-
ing for local names for new beers 
in the near future.  He’s contract-
ing with Old Dominion Brewery 
and is thinking, according to Sch-
neider, of opening a brewery over 
in George White’s area.

Ann Lackman, David Rosen-
thal and Linda Cornwell were ap-
pointed to three-year terms on the 
town’s Historic District Review 
Committee.

Council appointed Kevin Pas-
sarello , Kevin Hazard and Timo-
thy Clites  to the town Planning 
Commission. 

New staggered terms for 
members of the Advisory Board 
operating the town’s visitor center, 
“The Pink Box” were approved, 
and the number of members in-
creased to up to fi fteen members, 
allowing more representation from 
the hospitality industry. 

Council unanimously ap-
proved the re-appointment of 
Howard Armfi eld and Edward 
Swain to the town’s Health Cen-
ter Advisory Board.  They’ll serve 
through December, 2008.

A unanimous recommendation 
was dispatched by Council to the 
Circuit Court that Virginia Lux be 
appointed to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals; a rationalized Develop-
ment Fee Schedule was adopted; 
and the purchase of Holiday Gift 
Certifi cates for Town Employees 
and members of the Town’s vari-
ous Boards were approved.

After lengthy discussion 
Council also unanimously ap-
proved David McDonald’s request 
that a silver maple tree occupying 
space between 15 and 17 West 
Federal Streets be removed.  Mc-
Donald had presented evidence 
that the roots of the tree were dam-
aging the foundations of his build-
ing, and that it blocked the addition 
of an exit required for further de-
velopment of the property. He also 
offered $1,500 to the joint owner 
of the tree “to remediate the area 
once the tree is removed” and will 
donate $1,000 to the Middleburg 
Beautifi cation and Preservation 
Committee plant trees elsewhere 
in the town.

Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries 
Offers Work of Tom Neel          

Trowbridge-Lewis Gal-
leries, which offers 
Middleburg a truly 
unique blend of original 

fi ne art, glass, sculpture and antiq-
uities from around the world will 
now also feature the work of local 
artist Tom Neel.  

Founded in July 2005,  the 
gallery offers a broad portfolio of 
individually selected pieces from 
artists around the world but, until 
now, did not include any local art-
ists.

” It was very important to us 
to fi nd an artist who would not 
only represent local interests and 
the feel of Virginia, but an artist 
who understands the mission of 
the gallery, the blend of art we 
wish to offer and the sensibilities 
of our clientele,” said Adrienne 
Lewis, co-owner of the gallery.  
“We’re delighted to announce that 
artist is Tom Neel”

 While Tom Neel is well 
known locally for his rich, color-
ful, oil paintings of Virginia and 
Europe, he had actually stopped 
working nationally with galleries 
in places  such as Carmel, Califor-
nia to, as he says, “…get my fi nger 
back on the pulse of my custom-

ers.”  Neel will continue to stay 
in close touch with his customers 
through commission work but his 
relationship with Trowbridge-
Lewis will give him broader and 
better representation in the Wash-
ington D.C. area, nationally and 
internationally.

“We see Tom as more than a 
local artist,” said Adrienne.  “His 
work are in private collections 
here and abroad and his subject 
matter is certainly not limited to 
our area.  Tom is an internation-
al artist who happens to live and 
work locally.

 “Adrienne,” says Tom, “has 
great passion for art and the art-
ists she represents. Her travels 
throughout the world as an art 
collector and enthusiast make her 
a perfect gallery owner because 
she thinks like her potential cus-
tomers. Simply put, she knows 
the kind of information her clients 
want and need and I’m a big be-
liever in that!” 

Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries is 
located at 5 East Washington St.  
Middleburg, VA.  For more infor-
mation call 687-6653.
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To the Editor:
A picture is worth a thousand....

Fred LaVinga
Middleburg, VA

To the Editor:
The Unison Preservation Society re-

quests that the Board of Supervisors an-
nounce to the public their intentions regard-
ing adopting vesting language in relation to 
the Clem/Burton Proposal.  If the pro-de-
veloper Supervisors are pursuing an amend-
ment to the Clem/ Burton Proposal that 
would permit their developer supporters in 
Western Loudoun County to continue on 
with subdivisions that have only “started” 
but have not had approval of a preliminary 
plan, we would like to know about it.  The 
Unison Preservation Society does not sup-
port such liberal vesting language. The Uni-
son Preservation Society urges the Board of 
Supervisors to restrain itself from pursuing 
vesting language that supersedes the 2005 
Judge Horne decision that requires an ap-
proval of a preliminary plan before vesting 

is established.  The people of Unison and 
many people in Western Loudoun County 
need the Board of Supervisors to provide 
us with a sense of stability that we can rely 
on state law as it relates to the development 
of the western portion of our county.  If the 
Board of Supervisors permits large scale 
development even after the Clem/Burton 
proposal is adopted, our taxes will be raised 
and the “started” developments will be out 
of step with the new overall plan.  The pro-
development Supervisors can still meet their 
developer friends’ reasonable expectation to 
a profit with less dense subdivisions under 
the Clem Burton Proposal and no liberal 
vesting. .Liberal vesting would only result 
in the unjust enrichment of developers at the 
expense of the tax payers.

Caroline and John Helmly
Middleburg, VA

We understand the pressures on our elected officials, and, whether 
or not we stand on the same side of an issue, we appreciate the com-
mitment they make to serve their communities, counties and citizens.  
Sadly, however, and with regret, we must take issue with Supervisor Jim 
Burton who, in a public forum last week stated clearly that Middleburg’s 
Town Council Members had not done a thorough job of reviewing the 
Salamander Inn proposal. 

This proposal has received intense, long-term scrutiny with almost 
two years of public comment, formal convocations, review, re-design, 
requests for adjustment, revisions, refusals, elections and consistent in-
clusion on the Town Council Agenda for both public and private discus-
sions. 

Supervisor Burton should walk down off the mountain and take 
a good look at what’s happening on Route 50 between Washington 
D.C. and Route 15.  That’s what we do not want to happen in Aldie, 
Middleburg, Upperville and beyond.

After an enormous investment of time on the part of all Middleburg 
Town Council Members and Staff, they came down on the side of the 
Salamander Inn.  We believe this is not only the best decision, we believe 
it can be the saving grace for our Village and environs.  We also believe 
this decision it is the result of long and careful analysis, debate and dis-
cussion on the part of our elected officials.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the Editor. Letters must 
be signed and include writer’s name, address and daytime phone number. Please sub-
mit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. Box 1768, Middleburg VA 20118

The Editor’s Desk
The Right Decision

Red vs Blue

Letters to the Editor

Dan Morrow - (D)

George likes to pretend that 
he and Tony Blair are the new 
FDR and Churchill . . . standing 
alone (well, almost alone) against 
enemies of freedom.    Nonsense . 
. . even if one discounts the com-
parison of titans to pygmies.

Rambush and Company’s de-
cision to invade Iraq and depose 
the criminal regime of Saddam 
Hussein BEFORE finishing the 
job in Afghanistan made about 
as much sense as Roosevelt and 
Churchill deciding to invade the 
Soviet Union and depose the 
criminal regime of Josef Stalin 
BEFORE finishing the job in Ger-
many.

Were both Saddam and Sta-
lin despots, and guilty of crimes 
against humanity to boot?  Well . 
. . duh.

Does launching a pre-emp-
tive war we didn’t have to fight . 
. .  to bring a despot to justice . . 
.  while we were still neck-deep in 
the middle of a different war make 
sense? No.  Not then and not now. 
(And never mind that the Ram-
bush crowd only came up with the 
“liberation of Iraq” excuse after 
their “reasons” proved embarass-
ingly less than credible.

Saddam and Osama bin Laden 

(remember him?) detested each 
 Saddam saw Bin Laden as a 

dangerous religious fanatic.  Osa-
ma hated and feared Saddam be-
cause he was defiantly secular and 
testy to boot.

Saddam feared that Osama-
inspired religious fanatics would 
either kill him, or give aid and 
comfort to his religious enemies 
(of whom there were, and are, 
many)

Osama feared Saddam’s de-
sire, will, and the despot’s ability, 
to turn on him, track him down, 
hold him in a secret prison, tor-
ture and then and kill him, qui-
etly, without a trial, or any other 
“messy” publicity. (More on 
THOSE tactics later. Watch this 
space.)

But Bush and the Rambush 
crowd cleverly made allies-of-
necessity out of supporters of two 
natural enemies, alienated public 
opinion in most of the Islamic 
world, most of the non-Islamic 
world, and now, it seems, in most 
of the United States as well.  

Even worse, they have led us 
into a strategic, tactical and eco-
nomic disaster, and tried to sell us 
a bill of goods about why.

Hitler and Stalin understand 
completely.  Winston and Frank-
lin weep.

Saddam isn’t Hitler . . . He’s Stalin

Rant & Raves

Mark Tate - (R)

Usually, Dan and I argue about 
politics in this space, in the spirit 
of Christmas I thought I would fo-
cus more on what we agree about. 

Dan and I certainly agree that 
Christmas is the most wonderful 
time of the year. A time of Joy and 
peace. Not a time to argue about or 
differences but a time to celebrate 
our good fortune and help those 
less fortunate. We do not agree on 
many political issues but we agree 
that every person and view should 
be respected whether we agree or 
not. We agree that we live in one 
of the most wonderful places on 
earth and we should do everything 
we can to protect it. And we hope 
that you have a wonderful Christ-
mas season.

We all celebrate the season 
in our own way.  The season is a 
wonderful time of giving. Christ-
mas is a season of joy and peace. 

A season to we wish the best for 
all of our neighbors and friends. 
But most importantly a season re-
member the least fortunate among 
us. As we rush around worrying 
about finding the perfect gift for 
everyone on our list lets not forget 
the ones who may not be as fortu-
nate. The smallest gesture can help 
a great deal. Whether help victims 
on Katrina or some other terrible 
event or just throwing a dollar in 
the Salvation Army’s bucket. I 
have always found the greatest joy 
of Christmas is giving since I have 
already received the greatest gift. 

I believe Christmas time is a 
time to celebrate the greatest gift 
of all. The day we are reminded 
that God so loved us that he gave 
us his only son. And we can cer-
tainly show the same love and re-
spect for our fellow man. 

We wish all our readers the 
most Wonderful and Joyous 
Christmas.

Merry Christmas

To the Editor:
The new plan offered by Prem Devadas 

and Salamander is a huge improvement 
over the one we have seen for the last two 
and a half years. The location of the proj-
ect and the positioning of the buildings are 
much more sensitive to the existing topog-
raphy and will certainly be less obtrusive 
to neighbors on all sides. The Salamander 
design team should be commended for their 
work in making this change.

Unfortunately, there are two elements 
missing from the plans presented in the 
town office this week: Location of the 49 
houses Salamander has reserved the right 
to build and the open space/conservation 
easement promised to cover 75% of the 341 
acres. These two missing parts go hand-in-
hand, as delineation of the boundaries and 
the specific terms of the easement will de-
termine where the houses can go, as well as 
other conditions regarding use of the prop-
erty within the easement. Consequently, as 
presented, the site plan is incomplete and 
misleading.

Prem has expressed great interest in 
accommodating use of the property by the 
Middleburg Hunt, which would be of great 
benefit to both parties as well as the com-
munity. Preservation of the open space and 

natural elements, including all the forest, 
shown on the plan to the west and north of 
the buildings (basically all the land current-
ly outside the town boundaries) is important 
not only to foxhunting, but to providing the 
ambiance Prem has indicated is a vital part 
of the resort.  Most importantly, it is an inte-
gral piece in maintaining what is left of the 
rural boundary around the town.

Therefore, I ask the town and Sala-
mander to work together to quickly place 
an easement (to be held by the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation) on the property that 
preserves forever the natural resources and 
open space that exist today. Both sides have 
achieved what they have been striving for in 
this deal – let’s preserve the balance of the 
property for the present and future benefit 
of all concerned. Achievement of this goal 
can and should be part of the remaining ap-
proval process, as it will fill in the missing 
pieces and allow all of us to better judge 
the parameters of what may happen in the 
future.

Michael Morency
Middleburg, VA

Greater Atlantic Bank is pleased to have provided $2,856,000 in construction and 
permanent financing for 12,000 square feet of new office space, combining restoration
and new construction, at 10 N. Pendleton Street in the heart of Middleburg, VA. That’s
concrete evidence of our commitment to small business in the Greater Washington
Metropolitan area. For information on our business, commercial real estate, and 
construction lending services call 703-390-0359. We’ll show you why it's nice doing 
business with us.

1-703-390-0359

$2, 856,000 for Middleburg office construction.
Concrete evidence of our commitment 

to small business.
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Tallwoods
Delaplane, Virginia

Charming stucco home in wooded setting in Delaplane
on 11 very private acres. High ceilings, and large windows
fill the house with natural light. Living areas and master
suite are located on the main level with generous room
sizes and lovely millwork. $990,000.

Longfield
Middleburg, Virginia

Built in 1986, stone house with slate and metal roof, 4
bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 3 fireplaces, hardwood and onyx
floors, and rear flagstone terrace. 96.73 gently rolling, mostly
open acres with mountain views. Improvements include a
5-car garage, inground pool and spa, and cattle barn. $4,400,000.

Brickland Yard
Delaplane, Virginia

Beautiful views from every window. This completely
updated home has 2 separate master suites with 3
additional bedrooms. Renovation includes the new
kitchen with upgraded appliances, new baths, hardwood
floors, extensive custom trim and new windows
throughout. Hardiplank siding and the new all weather
deck minimizes maintenance of this immaculate
property of 20+ acres fenced for horses with two run-in
sheds. $1,400,000.

Mulberry
Middleburg, Virginia

True Middleburg location, minutes from town, surrounded by large estates. Stately brick Georgian Circa 1965, completely
updated and enlarged by current owners. 4 bedrooms, large studio, 6 full baths, 7 fireplaces, paneled library, spectacular
entrance hall, exquisite detail throughout, high ceilings, lovely molding. Improvements include 22 x 50 inground pool,
new pool house with kitchenette, spa, and entertainment area, 3-stall barn, brick tenant house. 75 gently rolling
acres, with 35 acres of potential pasture, landscaped lawns with sweeping views of the Blue Ridge Mountains. $4,200,000.

36643 Leith Lane
Middleburg, Virginia

Small horse property in a great location near Foxcroft
School. Traditional home with cedar clapboard siding has
3 bedrooms upstairs and additional guest room in lower
level and lots of storage. There is a large family room off kitchen
with solarium, lots of light, and great views of surrounding
farms. 5 stall center aisle barn, 2 paddocks and large 3 car
garage on 3.5 acres. $895,000.

Morven
Markham, Virginia

Morven is a meticulously restored neoclassical house,
stucco over stone begun in 1819. A two-story addition
includes a kitchen with fireplace and seating area.
Situated on 62 acres of open pasture and paddocks.
Improvements include 4-stall barn with heated tack
room, laundry, and wash stall. The original brick kitchen
has been turned into a comfortable guest house. Close to
many hunt territories. Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Additional land available. $2,800,000.

Westford Springs
Waterford, Virginia

Beautiful stone farm house circa 1770, enlarged and
restored in 1995. 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3 fireplaces,
original woodwork throughout, high ceilings, huge mas-
ter suite and gourmet kitchen with Viking stove and
Brazilian cherry floors. Improvements include a storage
building and a large barn suitable for horses. 5.63 acres,
fenced and cross fenced. $1,450,000.

(540) 687-5588 
Metro (703) 478-1806

www.sheridanmacmahon.com
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118

20011 Forest Hill Lane
Bluemont, Virginia

Unique cottage on 6.78 acres in fantastic location near
Upperville. You can see mountains in every direction.
Most of the views are deed restricted and should never
change. Built in 1968, this house would make a great
weekend getaway or incorporate into a new home. 4
bedroom septic approved. $495,000.

Brian Lichorowic

Does it bother anyone else that 7/11 is marketing 
so called “gourmet” items now? I’m at a loss as 
to how to explain why “gourmet” is now the new 
label for some basic foods and a little variety.  The 

obvious answer is that it has everything to do with market-
ing and targeting the American public to get a few more 
cents a pound.  It irks me to no end.

Winter is upon us and lots of baking is going on so I’d 
like to focus on the various flours and grains you find in 
these gourmet sections. Some of these flours include soy 
flour, which makes everything I cook sticky; rice flour 
makes everything an eerie looking clear skin “potsitcker” 
thingy and raw wheat makes pancakes taste like cardboard. 
Real gourmet, ey ?

I like spelt flour. I have tried for years to work with 
spelt. Usually everything I have tried turns out into a flat dry 
tasting pasta or bread. The learning curve on it was long and 
disappointing but the end result now is wonderful. So learn 
from my mistakes: Dust pork chops with it and it burns too 
fast. Add to homemade pasta flour try and it tastes gritty. You 
can thicken with it because it clumps. Why bother right?

Not to be confused with oats or wheat, spelt is a mem-
ber of the same grain family but is an entirely different spe-
cies. It is one of the original seven grains mentioned in the 
Bible. This 9000-year-old grain originated in the Fertile 
Crescent and over the centuries found its way throughout 
Europe where it remained a very popular grain for hundreds 
of years. To Germans it is their beloved “Dinkel” and is now 
found in a wide variety of foods and beverages from bread 
to beer. To Italians it is called “Farro” and is found in gour-
met soups, pizza crusts, breads and cakes.

Spelt’s uniqueness is also derived from its genetic make-
up and nutrition profile. Spelt has high water solubility, so 

the body easily absorbs the nutrients. Spelt contains special 
carbohydrates, which are an important factor in blood clot-
ting and stimulating the body’s immune system. It is also a 
superb fiber resource and has large amounts of B-complex 
vitamins. Total protein content is from 15 to 30% greater 
than the common varieties of commercial wheat.

Bottom line is it’s really, really good for you if you can 
work it into your diet on a regular basis. As stated in a study 
published in the July 2004 issue of the American Journal of 
Gastroenterology, spelt has been known to help with mi-
graine headaches, atherosclerosis, cardiovascular issues for 
postmenopausal women and gallstone prevention.

Problem is, cooking with it is tricky because it can be 
moody.

One of the first things you will notice when using spelt 
flour is that it always seems to require less liquid than other 
flours. To use spelt in a recipe designed for wheat flour, you 
would start by using _ less liquid than called for or _ more 
spelt flour. Try it out on easier items, such as muffins, pan-
cakes, coffee cake, etc. before trying to make yeast breads.

I messed up pounds of this stuff forcing me to go back 
to my local “gourmet” store.

The best baking instruction I ever had was from a gour-
met Monk who taught a culinary class at the Omega Insti-
tute in NY.  Seppo was his name.  His way of baking was 
to cook clean and quickly. His biggest rule of thumb was to 
keep your wet and dry ingredients separated until you are 
ready to combine. It works for me and my mess is minimal 
making my wife exultant.

I share these three bastions that I make with spelt.  

Pecan-Sweet Potato Spice Spelt Bread
The name is a mouthful but so is the bread.
A perfect holiday bread. It is packed with nutrients.

Dry Ingredients
1 3/4 cups  Spelt   

  Flour
3/4 cup Whole-wheat  

  pastry flour
1 cup  Pecans, (or walnuts) chopped
1 1/2 tsp  Ginger, ground
1 tsp  Nutmeg, ground
1/2 tsp  Cinnamon, ground
1/4 tsp  Cloves, ground
1 tsp  Baking powder
1/4 tsp  Sea salt

Wet Ingredients
1 cups  Applesauce, unsweetened
2/3 cups  Sweet Potatoes, cooked & mashed
1/4 cup  Molasses 
2   Eggs, large

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a 9x5x3 pan with 
spray or oil. Combine all the dry ingredients in a large 
bowl. Combine all the wet ingredients in a medium bowl. 
Add the wet ingredients to the dry and mix just until 
evenly blended using as few strokes as possible.

Pour the batter into the loaf pan and spread evenly. 
Bake for about an hour or until bread begins to turn darker 
brown around the edges and a toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean. Cool before slicing.

Comment or catastrophes?
fbts@mbecc.com
For more recipes at mbecc.com/fbts

Pastimes
Spelt It Out…
From Behind the Stove

Tom Neel

As the year comes to a close, so too will this 3 part 
series.  I hope those of you that have been reading 
along have gathered some useful tips and infor-
mation.  In this final installment I hope to share a 

few more thoughts and offer some constructive ways to put 
the series to good use during your art explorations.

Let me start with an analogy I often use with purchas-
ing and appreciating art.  Art, is in so many ways like wine, 
in that there is something for everybody, something to suit 
a variety of tastes and budgets.  Most important is knowing 
there is no rule book, it’s simply subjective.  You don’t have 
to like what others like or because it’s trendy, but it’s okay 
to as well, remember, no rule book.  If you like it, for what-
ever the reason, if it makes you feel good, well then, that’s 
the only rule book you really need. This I would guess also 
includes purchasing art as an investment.  Collectors do pur-
chase art for this reason too.  I have always said this though, 
“don’t buy art for it’s ability to appreciate, but rather for 
your ability to appreciate it and you won’t loose a penny”.

As with wine, old and rare almost always affects the 
price, but with contemporary art (living artists) and newer 
wine, an artist’s name, popularity, reputation, biographical 
information, etc. tend to do the same.  As with wine, under-
standing the taste can be complex and often require experi-

ence to fully appreciate it and art is no different.  But, even 
with a lot of experience, two collector’s or wine taster’s 
opinions will differ and isn’t that great.  For if we all liked 
the same thing, life and the world around us I think would 
be rather boring. Buy what you like.  Let your taste grow 
and mature with time.  

In keeping with the no rule book theme, comes the ques-
tion, “can I have different types of art in the same room?”  
Yes, you can have whatever you want.  Okay, so now let 
me follow that with a tip.  I think the main thing you should 
think about when having any art together, be it paintings, 
sculpture, fiber, etc., is continuity.  As with anything in your 
room, continuity brings meaning and understanding.  Con-
tinuity can be as simple as colors that work together and as 
complicated as a theme or narrative aspect.  An example 
would be a room that gave you the feeling of Africa.  With 
no rules, you could put a painting of a colorful Paris street 
scene on the wall, but continuity would likely ask why and 
prefer it to be a majestic sunset over the Serengeti plains.  

If though, you have a wide variety in taste towards art, 
this could become your theme and continuity.  And if it feels 
like home, I say, go for it!  It’s the “life’s too short” theory. 
Enjoy!

When searching for art, always remember there are 
many sources.  Art galleries certainly are a logical start, but 
there are many shows, art events and artist studios that can 

also be helpful.  Whatever source 
you choose though, parts 1 & 2 
of this series are good to keep in 
mind.  Ask questions, don’t be 
afraid to look at more than just the 
“I like it value”.   

As well, while almost impossible to do at art events, 
bringing art to your house before purchasing, I feel espe-
cially with expensive pieces, is a reasonable thing to do.  
Now when doing this, I personally also feel it’s best when 
it is brought to you, the collector, rather than you taking it 
from the store yourself.  It starts with a question of responsi-
bility, care and transporting of expensive items and in most, 
but not all cases, the art is on consignment and not actually 
owned by the gallery.  It can work fine with smaller pieces, 
larger ones can be a problem and each gallery has their own 
policies with regard to this.  Be sure to ask.  When I person-
ally bring art to a collector’s home though, I rarely bring one 
painting or just one size.  I figure both of our time is valu-
able and just looking at one thing is limiting. You can learn 
about how different paintings affect your room in the way 
of color and scale that would be otherwise difficult to know.  
This would also be true of sculpture. There should never be 
any obligation to buy, so why not try a few things, even in 
a few different places.  It can be interesting, you can learn 

Purchasing Original Art; Part Three
The Art of Art

Continued Page 14
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It may be a new office, but Marshall National Bank has been working with the
community for a century. Everyone from our president, to board members, to lending
and wealth management officers are ready with their community insight and financial
expertise to help you achieve your financial goals.      

Now with a new office in Middleburg, you can tap into our team of dedicated 
banking professionals every day. We call it relationship banking, you’ll call it the best
banking relationship you ever had.

Call 540.687.8565 or visit us at our new office—today.

The newest bank in town is
really a longtime trusted friend.

Here for you. And within easy reach.
www.marshallnationalbank.com

Serving individuals and businesses since 1905.

A  M E M B E R  O F  M E R C A N T I L E  B A N K S H A R E S  C O R P O R AT I O N
A family of Community Banks serving Virginia, Maryland, Washington, D.C., Delaware and Pennsylvania Member FDIC

Shown left to right: Rucker Slater, Market Leader, Marshall National Bank & Trust; John Coles, Real Estate Agent Thomas & Talbot Real Estate and Director, Marshall National Bank & Trust; David Addison, Sr. VP Business Development for Mercantile Investment & Wealth Management

7003_MercMNB_Mdlbrg10.12x13.5  11/14/05  10:12 AM  Page 1

Northern Lights 
Welcome Home
Wanda K. Crossley

With the holidays and our fi rst 
snowfall, winter has surely set-
tled in.  The colder days ahead 
shorten the pattern of light pen-

etrating our windows.  For those of us who 
live for sun and warmth at home, it’s really 
hard to imagine any designer style originat-
ing from the North Pole.  And yet I must 
confess - I love everything Swedish.

Since the winter sun rises at 8:47am 
then sets a scant six hours later, Swedes do 
everything possible to capture and enhance 
the amount of light in their homes and lives.  
Interiors are always light and airy.  Swed-
ish colors refl ect the soft palettes of the 
Earth, using subtle blues, grays, whites, pale 
greens, pale yellows, red and ecru, but never 
harsh or stark whites.

The Swedes fashion their fi ne homes 
with a delicate understatement, furnished 
with down-to-earth elegance. Their style has 
been described as “modest majesty with a 
grandeur not relying on size for its effect.” 

Walls are typically tongue and groove 

wainscoting.  But rather than elaborate wood 
molding or ornamental plasterwork, this ef-
fect is achieved more easily by painted linen 
or canvas panels to imitate neoclassical de-
signs or aubusson tapestries.  The Swedes 
love symmetry and order and so they often 
outline their walls with pretty painted bor-
ders.

When wallpaper is used, the most pop-
ular colors and themes refl ect their prefer-
ence for off-white and light colors with fi ne, 
classic medallion patterns within an overall 
striped motif.

Softwoods such as Scots pine and Nor-
way spruce fi ll the Swedish countryside.  As 
you might expect, virtually all furniture is 
made of these basic materials.  However, 
Swedes have developed unique techniques 
for painting to make their furniture sophisti-
cated and refi ned.  

Floors in Swedish homes are often 
scrubbed and bare, but can be painted in 
white or silver grey, or otherwise with sim-
ple geometric shapes with roots in folk art 
traditions.  Window treatments, upholstery 
and bedding are almost always cotton or lin-
en. Fabric patterns are woven checks, stripes 

and delicate 
fl orals.  The 
overall effect 
is minimalist, but never boring. 

As the Swedish style is not particularly 
prevalent in our area as compared with fi ne 
homes in the Upper Mid-West, here is a 
real opportunity to differentiate your home.   
Swedish style is the perfect counter to our 
stressful American living.  I have been in-
corporating a mix of English and Swedish 
elements into my new kitchen design and 
am really enjoying its peaceful sense.  Fine-
ly crafted reproduction furniture and paint 
colors are now becoming available to the 
rest of the world.

It’s fun to uncover style ideas from un-
usual places and unexpected origins.  As it 
gets colder I have a much greater apprecia-
tion for the emphasis on scarce sun light and 
uncomplicated elegance from our friends to 
the North – they should know.
Wanda Crossley is the owner of The English 
Manor in Leesburg, Virginia

Pastimes

from the experience and it’s fun.  So, if a 
gallery or artist is making a visit, you may 
ask to see more than one thing.  

Well, that brings our little series to a 
close.  I hope it’s been helpful and that you 
fi nd that special piece you’ve been looking 
for.  Try to enjoy the hunt as much as the 
fi nd and then look forward to enjoying it 
for a lifetime.

Tom Neel  540-364-4401 or www.tom-
neeelstudio.com and now also at Trow-
bridge-Lewis Galleries, Middleburg.

Purchasing 
Original 
Art
Continued From Page 12
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Karen  Rexrode

All of us were greeted by 
a beautiful snow last 
week and one of the 
most enchanting visions 

were the many berries coated 
in white as they hung from trees 
and shrubs. These are among the 
brightest adornments in the garden 
at this time of year, a clever ploy to 
attract hungry birds and mammals 
so they might disperse their seed 
as they feed on them. Rose hips are 
one of the more common forms of 
fruit, not only are they very pretty 
but they provide a valuable dietary 
supplement for many local birds. 
The most common wild rose is 
Rosa multifl ora, a non-native that 
was fi rst introduced from Japan  in 
1866 as rootstock for ornamental 
roses. Later introduced by the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service and sold 
for erosion control and as ‘living 
fences’ for wildstock confi ne-
ment. The fl owers of late spring 
are single, white with a yellow 
center and not fragrant. Frequently 
found growing along fence rows 
and under power lines where birds 
expel the seeds. Seed is viable for 
up to 20 years, hence the prolif-
eration of Rosa multifl ora. There 
are several other climbing native 
roses that are easily confused with 
Rosa multifl ora, these all have 
pale pink, single fl owers that are 
fragrant, often fl owering after R. 
multifl ora. Native roses include 

Rosa carolina, R. virginiana and 
R. palustris which is usually iso-
lated to wet areas.

There are quite a few ros-
es that are grown primarily for 
their showy hips rather than their 
fl owers. Rosa rugosa provides 
the largest hips and some of the 
most beautiful fl owers within the 
‘just for hips’ group. Most variet-
ies grown simply for showy fruit 
have single fl owers and a vigorous 
habit of growth, not always suited 
for confi ned garden spaces. Oth-
ers that produce amazing fruit are 
Rosa moyesii and R. pomifera (aka 
Rosa villosa). Unlike Rosa rugosa 
the hips on R. pomifera are plum-
colored and bristly, commonly 
known as “The Apple Rose”, the 
fruit is large and oblong. Rosa 
moyesii’s hips are slender and or-
ange to red in color, also bristly. 
A native of China and one of over 
50 rose species that Ernest Henry 
Wilson brought to culture as he ex-
plored China and Japan.

Rose hips are very high in vi-
tamin C, much more so than orang-
es. The seeds are high in vitamin 
E. Historically prized by Native 
Americans, hips were collected 
to consume in winter months to 
prevent scurvy. Valuable for lo-
cal wildlife as well, robins, purple 
fi nches, northern mockingbirds 
and cedar waxwings will feed on 
the smaller hips of Rosa multifl ora 
as well as numerous native roses.

It is simple to harvest rose 

hips and prepare them in recipes to 
boost your intake of vitamin c. Al-
ways harvest the fruit after a frost, 
the fruit will be softer and you will 
be able to press into the hip. Most 
popular as a tea, boil the hips for 
at least 10 minutes, you want them 
to expand and the water to boil 
over the seed inside as it cracks 
open. The tea will be pinkish in 
color. Use a coated pan or a glass 
container, metal containers will 
interact with the acids in the fruit. 
Sweeten with honey or sugar. Be-
low are a couple other recipes that 
are just plain simple, great ways to 
harvest some of your lesser known 
garden fruits.

Rose Hip Lemonade
2 cups water
1 cup mild honey
3 teaspoons rose hips
3/4 cup lemon juice

Heat water in a coated sauce-
pan or glass container, stir in hon-
ey, add rose hips, steep for 1 hour. 
Strain and stir, add lemon juice. 
Store in a glass container in refrig-
erator.

Rose Hip Flavored Wine
Remove the seeds from 3 1/2 

oz. of dried rose hips and steep the 
hulls in 1 qt. of dry red wine for 2 
weeks. Strain. Drink a small glass 
of wine daily.

THE BEST HAS MOVED WEST

25440 Pleasant Valley Road, Chantilly, VA  20152
On Route 50 where Fairfax meets Loudoun

1-800-548-1586

The world’s most functional off-road 
vehicle is now available in Loudoun County. 
Visit our spectacular new showroom and 
pick the Hummer that works for you. 
New, starting at $29,500, plus processing, 
tax and tags. Pre-owned. Or lease. Open 
Monday through Saturday. Demand Moore. 
Never settle for less.

LOUDOUN’S HUMMINGLOUDOUN’S HUMMING

THE BEST HAS MOVED WEST

25440 Pleasant Valley Road, Chantilly, VA  20152
On Route 50 where Fairfax meets Loudoun

1-800-548-1586

Moore Cadillac Hummer, the Washington metro 
area’s premier automotive retailer, will open in Loudoun 
County in January. With the area’s best selection of new 
   and pre-owned models. And the area’s best reputation 
  for sales assistance, financing and after-sale 
    service. Demand Moore. Never settle for less.

CADILLAC’S COMING
JUST IN TIME FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Pastimes
My, What Nice Hips you Have
The Plant Lady

It’s Your Business
Salon Alure
All Work For Our Pleasure

Green Investment Leader 
Visits Horse Country
Debi Lichowic

Amy Domini, recently 
named one of the Top 
100 people to watch this 
decade by Time Maga-

zine as well as one of the 50 lead-
ing individuals in the History of 
Investing by Financial Planning 
magazine, came to Upperville the 
other night to speak on “Conser-
vation and the Power of Invest-
ments” at an event hosted by John 
Campagna of Legg Mason.

The event in Upperville was 
held on the Hunter Head Pub’s 
patio under a beautiful fall night.  
As guests mingled over glasses of 
Virginia wines and locally raised 
food and cheeses prepared by the 
pub’s staff, Ms. Domini discussed 
how environmental issues can be 
positively impacted by the way 
we invest our money.  “The world 
we live in today was shaped by 
investment decisions made by 
previous generations”, says Ms. 
Domini.  “Today, investors can 
follow this simple truth and use 
their investment dollars wisely in 
order to create the future we hope 
awaits us and our children.”

John Campagna, the host for 
the event and fi nancial advisor 
whose practice focuses on Envi-
ronmentally Responsible and Sus-
tainable Investing at Legg Mason, 
echoes Ms. Domini’s sentiment.  
“With all of our concerns about 
land use, open space preservation 

and wildlife conservation in this 
area, it is important that we as in-
dividuals consider all methods we 
have available to us to help support 
these causes.  Being conscious of 
where we invest can in the long 
run make the difference.”

Ms. Domini is a pioneer in 
the fi eld of Socially Respon-
sible Investing (“SRI”), founder 
of Domini Funds (a leader SRI 
mutual fund company), and sits 
on various pension and endow-
ment boards.  In explaining how 
SRI works Ms. Domini states, 
“All of our investments meet a 
comprehensive set of social and 
environmental standards because 
we believe that corporations that 
meet certain baseline standards 
of behavior are helping to cre-
ate a healthy and wealthy society 
with increased opportunities for 
everyone. We believe that com-
panies, government agencies, and 
nonprofi t organizations that have 
an authentic commitment to their 
societies and to the natural envi-
ronment are better positioned to 
succeed and prosper”.  This she 
emphasizes also means good in-
vestment opportunities for inves-
tors.

For more information about Amy 
Domini and Domini Funds (www.
domini.com), green investing and 
about upcoming local events, 
please contact John Campagna at 
202 778-1593.

Steven Schwartz

Nothing makes a person 
feel wonderful like los-
ing ten pounds, fi nding 
a wad of forgotten cash, 

or getting a big promotion. For the 
rest of us, a great haircut can go 
a long way to improve our mood. 
Many Middleburg residents have 
discovered that they can go to Sa-
lon Alure for the great feeling that 
comes when you look your best.

Salon Alure’s proprietors 
Harman Nayyar, Seema Dybey 
and Mannisha Nayyar, provide a 
wide range of products and ser-
vices. The salon sells top-of-the-
line Aveda all-natural hair care 
products. Clients can choose from 
services like cuts and color, mini-
facials, scalp massages, “thread-
ing” facial hair removal (better 
than waxing), and even temporary 

henna tattoos.
Both Harman and Seema 

have 18 years experience, and 
she spent 7 years training in New 
York and at Graham Webb in Brit-
ain. They do “makeovers” that are 
defi ned by a careful analysis of a 
person’s features, their skin and 
hair color and texture, and their 
personal lifestyle. Haircuts that 
can cost $150.00 in New York 
start at only $45 at Salon Alure. 
So, Middleburg has a place to go 
for the best in hair and skin care, 
at a good price - Salon Alure.

Salon Alure
Open Monday - Friday 9:00 

am to 5:00pm
540-687-6889

Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm
Closed Sundays
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F520105 ALDIE
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I922193 WOODBRIDGE
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Middleburg Eccentric’s Zip Code Mailing

Do you know 
where your 
advertising 
dollars are 
taking you!

Total Circulation
42,800 & Growing

Zip Code Mailing
39,000+/-

540-687-3200
www.mbecc.com

• Historic Renovations 
• New Homes
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Handyman Services 
• Design/Build 

540-338-5341  
VA Class A Licensed Contractor #023989A/Insured

Unique Solutions for 
Your Home... 

www.lautenconstruction.com
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
and a big THANK YOU 
to all my great clients

for the past year!

   PLAY HARD 
  productions.com

540-454-3254
540-454-3254

Parents & Progeny
Foxcroft School News

Cafe 
& Catering

Back Street

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Monday - Saturday

4 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3122

Catering Office
540-687-3154

Several Foxcroft faculty members 
made presentations at the Nov. 7 
Virginia Association of Independent 
Schools Conference in Richmond 

-- but only one had students working with 
him! Matt Mohler, whose physics classes 
are a favorite with many Foxcroft students, 
was assisted by juniors Timnah Geller, 
of Lincoln, VA., and Shannon Walker, of 
Purcellville, who both studied Physics with 
Mr. Mohler as sophomores. 

Timnah, Shannon and Mohler acted as 
a lab group during the presentation, which 
sought to show other physics teachers how 
to present dozens of concepts in novel ways 
designed to make even the subtlest of phys-
ics concepts accessible at the “gut” level. 

Dean of the Faculty/Academic Dean 
John Suitor, who along with science teacher 
Carolyn DeLoach served on the VAIS con-
ference committee, reported that the demon-
stration was a great success. 

Head of School Mary Louise Leiphe-
imer also presented at the annual confer-
ence. 

Timnah Geller, a junior at the Foxcroft 
School, was recently was named to a select 
group of students who will represent their 
schools and communities at the People to 
People Leadership Conference in Los An-
geles in July, Foxcroft School announced. 
Geller, who is a resident of Lincoln, Va., 
had to meet rigorous standards of scholas-
tic merit, civic involvement and leadership 
potential to be accepted into this program, 
which helps students develop their leader-
ship skills and community involvement by 
creating an action plan~ to make a differ-

ence in their community upon returning 
home. 

Elizabeth Waters, a Foxcroft senior from 
Flint, Mich., met with top policy makers 
Nov. 15-20 when she participated in the Na-
tional Young Leaders Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. Sponsored by the Congressio-
nal Youth Leadership Council, NYLC offers 
students the opportunity to discuss current 
events and issues with government officials, 
to analyze concepts and then put them im-
mediately to work.  

The program gives high-achieving 
sophomores, juniors and seniors a greater 
understanding of their roles in democ-
racy and the responsibilities of leadership. 
Through interaction with Cabinet secretar-
ies, members of Congress, diplomats, lob-
byists, journalists and academicians, NYLC 
scholars receive direct experience and guid-
ance that cannot be found in textbooks.

Foxcroft Students Present  
110 Miniature Christmas Trees 

To Nursing Home Residents 
Carols filled the air and smiles were 

shared across the generations Wednesday 
night when 30 Foxcroft School students 
visited the Loudoun Hospital Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Leesburg to deliver  
110 miniature Christmas trees  to the elderly 
residents.

“It was just wonderful,” said lifelong 
Middleburg resident Jane Lockhart, who is 
director of activities at Foxcroft and the ar-
chitect of its many holiday community ser-
vice initiatives. 

Students and faculty at the Middleburg 

school went without dinner Friday Dec. 2 so 
that the money could be put towards gifts for 
the less fortunate. They spent the evening 
putting together holiday baskets for needy 
families, creating care packages for animals 
at the Middleburg Humane Foundation and 
wrapping scores of gifts for children. They 
stuffed 4,000 holiday cards, created a float 
for the Middleburg Holiday Parade, caroled 
on horseback and prepared for the annual 
Foxcroft Christmas pageant. 

The girls also decorated the miniature 
trees that they delivered to their “Special 
Friends” at the Loudoun long-term care 
facility whom they visit weekly as part of 
Foxcroft’s on-going community service 
programs. Other school-year-long service 
activities include regular trips to help at the 
Middleburg Humane Foundation, volun-
teering in a therapeutic riding program in at 
Morvern Park in Leesburg and tutoring chil-
dren from Windy Hill on a weekly basis.  

Foxcroft Field Hockey Honored

 Led by Loudoun/Fauquier Player of the 
Year Jessi Coil of Middleburg, the Foxcroft 
School field hockey team capped a terrific 
2005 season last month by collecting a gag-
gle of post-season honors. 

Coil, a senior co-captain, was joined 
on the Washingon Post’s Loudoun/Fauquier 
All-Extra team by senior co-captain Julis 
Hoppmann of The Plains and junior Laura 
Block of Leesburg. Chelsy Coil, a sopho-
more from Middleburg, was named honor-
able mention while Katie Ryan Kantz was 
tabbed as Coach of the Year in her second 
season at the helm.

Jessi Coil, who  along with Hoppmann 
played in the National Field Hockey Festi-
val over Thanksgiving weekend and is be-
ing recruited by a number of colleges,  also 
earned first-team All-Independent School 
League honors while Block and Chelsy Coil 
were given honorable mentions.

Foxcroft finished the season with a 10-
4-1 record, its best in recent years. Second 
only to St. Stephen’s & St Agnes School in 
the ISL, the squad was ranked fifth among 
independent schools in the state.
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Parents & Progeny

The following students are from 
your local area and were named 
to the High List, Episcopal High 
School’s academic honor roll, for 

the 2005-06 fall term. This honor denotes 
an average of 90 or above in fi ve or more 
academic courses for the term.

Anneka Marie Wilhelmina Wisker, ju-
nior, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hendrikus 
P.L.M. Wisker of Round Hill, Va.

Hendrikus Cody Johannes Wisker, 
sophomore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hendrikus 
P.L.M. Wisker of Round Hill, Va.

Episcopal High School in Alexandria, 
Va., is a coeducational boarding school 
that prepares students in grades 9-12 for 
college. Founded in 1839, EHS offers a 
dynamic academic program that integrates 
the educational and cultural resources of 
Washington, D.C.  Academics are enhanced 
by equally strong athletic, extracurricular, 
and community service programs.  Episco-
pal’s valued Honor Code is one of the old-
est among secondary boarding schools in 
the country. Episcopal High School enrolls 
410 students from 32 states, the District of 
Columbia, and 12 international locations.

MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON 540.675.1488
www.ArmfieldMillerRipley.com

Arcady, Near Middleburg, VA
Peacefully situated next to a neighboring pond,
Arcady is the perfect hunt box or weekend retreat.
Located on a manageable 1 acre parcel surrounded by
large tracts of land in permanent easement, the 3
bedroom, 2 full bath home boasts privacy and
country living at its best. MLS# FQ5404341.
$699,000. Visit www.ArcadyNearMiddleburg.com
for more information and photos.

Fox Meadows, Delaplane, VA
Only an hour from Washington, D.C. is Fox
Meadows, a magnificent estate situated just outside
of Middleburg Virginia. The four bedroom home
features a formal dining room, living room, library,
game room and a Heritage kitchen and butler’s pantry.
The residence is further complimented by soaring 16
foot ceilings and a large three bedroom tenant house.
This is a rare opportunity to live on an estate and have
Middleburg, The Virginia Gold Cup, Wineries, The
Inn at Little Washington and Sky Meadows State Park
in your back yard - yet be so close to the nation's capital.
$4,250,000. Visit www.FoxMeadowsFarm.com for
more information and photos.

Please contact Jim.Thompson@erols.com   •   540-687-3216

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS   •   EXCLUSIVE LOCAL AFFILIATE

The Best of Both Worlds…
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INVESTORS
  COMMERCIAL,  Arcola/Dulles Corridor, 2 houses 
  on .9ac $695,000
  STERLING, TH 3 bedrm, 2.5 baths $325,000
  GAINESVILLE, TH BRICK END UNIT,3 BDRM, 2.5 BA $339,900
RENTALS
   Bluemont Mill Studios & Office space $700-800
   Reception Hall/Weddings/Lectures/Concerts/Art Shows
SALES
  Lux Brick TH nestled in the Historic Leesburg District, 3bedrms 2.5 baths, 5 levels, 
2400+sg ft, sun filled /w 5 skylights, 3      bay windows, 2 FP, ceramic & hardwd 
floors, lux master suite & bath, 2 zone     heating,deck, garage.$575,000

  Lux Brick TH, Potomac Lakes, Great Commuter Location,Spacious:40z22, Grand 
foyer /w 14ft ceilings,3 bedrms, 2.5 baths, New carpet & paint, custom deck, garage 
$514,900

  Nature Lovers Paradise! Commuter’s Dream!  End Unit Brick TH,Gainesville, 
Greenhill Crossing, backs to ponds & wetlands, 3bedrm, 2.5 baths,walk out base-
ment, fenced yard, many extras, $339,900

Desiree Andreassen
Travis Castleman
Tyanna Castleman
Betty Frazer

Ian Griffiths
Larry Robbins
Brooksie Wells
 Francesca Wertheim

Happy Holidays from  

P. O. Box 212
9030 John S. Mosby Hwy

Upperville, VA 20185
www.bluecreekrealty.com

540 592-9003

Coming in January

Real Estate & Mortgage Services
6 & 8 North Madison Street

Middleburg, Virginia

If you've been thinking about a career in real estate - 
or would like to join a company that offers comprehensive 

training programs, powerful marketing and support services,
state of the art technology, free agent websites, and is 

family owned with strong local management, dominant 
market share, a network of over 15,500 professional sales 

associates and over $56 billion in sales in 2004 - 
please call Michele Stevens at 703-568-0721.
Receptionist and administrative assistant positions also available.

Purcellville This 8 year old  home 5900+ sq ft, brick on 3 sides, 3 car side 
load, on 5.5+ partially fenced acres. The wood floors on the entire first 
level just refinished, and upstairs carpet brand new. The family room has 
a stone wall (Flr to ceiling) raised hearth, wood burning fireplace and but-
ternut walnut pegged floor, newly refinished. The home is freshly painted 
in 2 tone neutral color  975,000

Aldie  Horse lovers easy commuting this home has 4+ acres and barn with 
2 stalls (water&elec)3 paddocks fenced,Sernity & privacy surround you 
relax on deck (in your hot tub) enjoy the mountain views Home has many 
improvements roof/gutters/landscaping/kitchen new ss appliances/well 
pump/hottub motor/ high eff propane furnace with air cleaner 674,990

JOYCE BUSH
Associate Broker, ABR,CRS,GRI
joyce.bush@longandfoster.com

www.joycebush.com

703-669-9811

508 E Market St • Leesburg, 20176

Episcopal
School News

Loudoun Youth Initiative Recommends Funding
for Purcellville Teen Center

The Loudoun Youth Initiative (LYI) 
Advisory Commission on Youth 
(ACOY) listened to a presentation 
by the new Purcellville Teen Cen-

ter Manager on Monday, 28 November, and 
unanimously recommended that $20,000/
year be budgeted for the Purcellville Teen 
Center operations.  The recommendation 
will now be forwarded to the Human Ser-
vices Committee of the Board of Supervi-
sors for their consideration, and a decision 
is hoped for in January.  At the presentation, 
Philip Message, Teen Center Manager ex-
pressed his personal interest in the County-
wide Teen Centered Network being formu-
lated, and he told Tim Chesnutt, director 
of LYI, that “while we wish to retain our 
independence, we look forward to working 
closely with the County on this initiative.”  
In his fi rst public comments since taking 

over the Teen Center four months ago, Phil-
ip opened the presentation by acknowledg-
ing his thanks to Janet Clarke and the other 
members of COPE who founded the Center 
earlier this year, noting that several of them 
are still actively involved in its operations 
today. Highlights of the presentation then 
included an overview of the activities pro-
vided at the Teen Center and a discussion 
of the statistics collected by the Center – 
ACOY committee members were surprised 
to hear that slightly more than half of the 
youth that attend each week live outside of 
Purcellville, further strengthening the argu-
ment for County-level funding.

Philip went on to say that “while an 
average attendance of 240 youth per week 
is impressive (with peaks in excess of 300 
youth), our goal is to increase that number 
by 50% within the next six months.  To do 

that, we plan to organize High School danc-
es, equip the Center with high-tech TVs/
gaming systems, and purchase additional 
furniture.  Attainment of these goals will re-
quire substantial community involvement, 
and a Teen Center Management Committee 
is now being formed to ensure that Center 
operates indefi nitely, independently of the 
contributions of any single individual”.  
This theme was echoed in the request for 
funding: “Our long-term success cannot be 
dependent upon any single sponsor, and for 
this reason we’re asking for relatively small 
amounts from multiple sources”.  The meet-
ing concluded with a unanimous vote of ap-
proval by the ACOY Committee Members, 
and a call for volunteers to help out at the 
Purcellville Teen Center and to help serve 
on the Management Committee (visit www.
the-teen-center.com for details on each) 
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APPLY NOW
2006-2007

For more information, please call 
Mrs.Catherine Struder, Admission
Director, at 540-687-5581 x3008.

35321 Notre Dame Lane, 
Middleburg, Virginia 20117

www.notredameva.org

Confident.
Self-reliant.Talented.Kind.Prepared.Moral.Devout. 
Clear-sighted. Imaginative. Athletic.

An Independent, Catholic, 
Co-educational, College Preparatory 
High School in Middleburg, Virginia

Notre Dame Academy does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, sexual orientation, color, gen-

der religion, nationality, or ethnic origin in the
administration of its educational, employment, or
admissions policies and its scholarship, athletic

and other school administered programs.  

For 40 years, Notre Dame Academy has provided 
a high school experience rich in academic challenge,
creative opportunities, and leadership
development for students who not
only want to prepare for college,
but prepare for life. Small classes
taught by our dedicated, accessible
faculty, encourage students to grow
and excel. 

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117
TELEPHONE 540.687.8011

2006 COOKING CLASSES

Upcoming dates include:

JANUARY 10
"LEARN THE BASICS OF STOCKS AND STEWS"

FEBRUARY 14
"CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE EVERYWHERE"

For reservations – call 540.687.8011 ext. 23

MONday - Sunday
11 am - 7 pm Full Service
WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

HOLIDAY-TO-GO MEAL
Call now to order your Holiday-To-Go Meal! Ask us about 
our special meals for both Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

FRESH INGREDIENTS
Our talented chefs prepare savory salads, sandwiches and entrees such as 
our famed jumbo lump crab cakes and fennel rubbed roasted chicken.

FINE WINE, CHEESES AND MORE
Select the perfect wine from our extensive wine cellar to accompany your meal. We proudly
offer private label products from around the world with a variety of price ranges for all.

CATERING
Let us help you create the perfect menu for your 
holiday gathering, dinner party, picnics, tailgate party 
or Sunday Brunch.

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY
The choice is yours, enjoy our market specialties
in our charming courtyard setting, outdoor terrace 
or in the comfort of your home.

Tis the Season for Par ties!

NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS!
Now you can enjoyyour favorite Marketitems 7 days a week!

Local Inventor Seeks Capital Partner
 

From the mind that brought you extra security and peace of mind during the cold 
war by inventing the use of computer models and finite element analysis to analyze 
electromagnetic interference between weapons systems.  This invention did as much 
for our systems readiness as it did significant economic damage to the old Soviet 
Union second only to the damage caused by the Strategic Defense Initiative.  Mark 
also saved a $100M S.A.I.C. nuclear event sensing prototype from extinction,  cre-
ated  the first Internet based Kindergarten through 12th grade school and saved the 
US Treasury from a national security disaster.
 
Four years ago Mark invented an anti-terrorism tool that is exponentially more pow-
erful than what we have today and engineered a way to shave $20B off the govern-
ment’s IT budget while increasing security.  There seems to be no market for these 
inventions so Mark turned his creativity to his ongoing passion for the finest handling 
cars in the world.
 
By utilizing an exact reproduction of a 1960s vintage racing car Mark has created 
a modern day supercar by updating several systems.  For a fraction of the develop-
ment costs of a Ferrari F50, McLaren F1, or Bugatti Veyron he has achieved similar 
performance levels.  This equates to a $200K car that can compete with $500K to 
$1M supercars.
 
A unique opportunity has arisen to purchase the ongoing and profitable business that 
manufactures the base car for the supercar.  There is more than a two year backlog of 
orders to fill.  The synergy between controlling the supply of your base car and the 
existence of the supercar yields a supercar that also comes in a kit format.
 
Mark is looking for a capital partner to assist in purchasing the manufacturing line, 
present inventory, intellectual property and more and moving it to the Middleburg/
Winchester area.  Anyone wishing to participate  in a reasonable profit / high fun fac-
tor venture should contact Mark Le Vea at 540-592-3030.

Things to Do
Holiday Happenings at Buchanan Hall

Three one-act Christmas plays By the 
Middleburg Players Dec 16 & 17 at 7:30pm, 
Dec. 18 at 2:30 pm

Qigong and Tai Chi Tuesday’s 7:00 
pm  Kundalini Yoga Wednesday’s 9:00 am 
Heather Allen, Instructor

Pilates Thursday’s 9:00 am Sally Beh-
rendt, Instructor

8549 John Mosby Highway, Upperville, 
VA  20184 For more information call 540-
592-3455 Meralyn Autry Manager, Buchan-
an Hall office hours: 10-2 Tue,Thur

The Studio 

DECEMBER 15th 6 to 8 pm A show of 
work in sculpture, paintings and jewlery by 
noted artist LEONARD URSO.

Leonard was born in 1953 and grew up 
in Rome, New York. His pursuit of art began 
when he was a young man. After graduat-
ing with a Master of Fine Arts Degree, from 
the State University of New Paltz, he began 
his professional career as a designer and sil-
versmith for Oneida Limited Silversmiths. 

Currently he holds an endowed chair as the 
Ann Mowris Mulligan Distinguished Pro-
fessor in the School for American Crafts at 
Rochester Institute of Technology.

The Leonard Urso art studio is located 
in Rochester, New York where the artist is 
actively involved in creating large and small 

scale sculptures and paintings, as well as sil-
ver and jewelry art forms. Exhibited nation-
ally and internationally, his works are repre-
sented in many museums and both corporate 
and private collections, including the Art In-
stitute of Chicago, the Memorial Art Gallery 
of Rochester, Shanghai University of China, 

Kanazawa University of Japan, The New 
York Times, Bucknell University, Bausch 
& Lomb World Headquarters, Colgate Uni-
versity, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Garth Fagan Dance, Sybron Corporation, 
The Washington Post, Highland Park “Aids 
Garden” Rochester NY and the Gyeongnam 
Art Museum in South Korea.

Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve
21885 the Woods Rd.
Leesburg, VA 20175

703-669-0316
www.bansheereeks.org

December 17th - Volunteer Day 9 a.m.-
11 a.m. Come help maintain the preserve

December l7th and l8th -Trails open  8 
a.m.- 4 p.m.

December 18th Guided Family Walk - 2 
p.m. from the Visitors Center

December 28th - 9th Annual Central 
Loudoun Christmas Bird Count sponsored 
by the Friends of Banshee Reeks www.
bansheereeks.org and the Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy www.loudounwildlifeconser-
vancy.org.

Anyone who would 
like to donate binocu-
lars to the preserve for 
educational programs, 

please call Carole Miller 540-687-6395 
x204

Middleburg Library
December and January events

Middleburg Library Family Book Dis-
cussion ages 9-12 with parent Saturday 
January 28 2pm

A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park Dis-
cuss the book and see a demonstration of 
pottery on the wheel by Nancy Frank

Master Singers of Virginia 
Christmas Concerts

All concerts will be held at 8:00 p.m., 

preceded by a pre-concert lecture at 7:15 
p.m. Concerts will be held on the following 
dates, and locations: 

Saturday, December 10, 2005 
– St. James Episcopal Church, 14 
Cornwall St., NW, Leesburg

Friday, December 16, 2005 
– Our Savior’s Way Lutheran 
Church, 43115 Waxpool Rd., Ash-
burn

Saturday, December 17, 2005 
–St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
37018 Glendale St., Purcellville

Tickets are now available for 
the Christmas Concerts at $15 for 
adults and $12 for students/seniors 
(65+).  Limited seating is avail-
able for the Christmas concerts.  
Advance ticket purchase is strong-
ly suggested.  Season tickets for 
the Christmas, winter, and spring 
concerts are also available for $32 
adults/$25 students/seniors (65+).  
For a complete concert schedule 
and to order tickets on-line, visit 
www.msva.org.  For more infor-
mation call 703-655-7809.
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Faces & Places
Christmas in Middleburg
Middleburg at Large ~ December 3, 2005
Photos By Jay Hubbard, Jim Poston, Karen Monroe



PAGE 26   MIDDLEBURG ECCENTRIC   •   DECEMBER 15, 2005 ~ JANUARY 18, 2006 MIDDLEBURG ECCENTRIC   •   DECEMBER 15, 2005 ~ JANUARY 18, 2006  PAGE 27

���������������

������������������������������

Hunt Country Yarns

1 WEST FEDERAL ST., Middleburg, VA 20117
540 687-5129

1 Block South of Route 50
on the corner of Madison & Federal

www.skeins.com
Yarns, Needlepoint, Spinning Supplies, Crewel

OpenonSundays
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"I've never seen so much color and texture in one store."

"This store is so inspiring." "This store has the best yarns."a working chefs market

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117
TELEPHONE 540.687.8011
WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

artisan foods

takeaway

fine wine

catering

Panache Interior
Design
By
appointment

77,000 fabrics
Custom Drapes
Bedspreads
Special Order -
Sofas & Chairs
Area Rugs

104 W. Washington St Middleburg, VA
For Appointment Call 540-687-4020
Discover the Difference a Designer Makes

Two More Reasons to Rejoice
This Holiday Season:

1. Our container filled with
European Treasures has

Arrived!

2. The Bratwurst Haus is
Open 7 daysOpen 7 days 11:00 - 6:00

Middleburg, Va
www.thechristmassleigh.com

���������������������������������������������������

����������

Faces & Places
Chili Dinner
Middleburg Community Center ~ November 17, 2005
Photos By Dee Dee Hubbard

Cinderella Tea
Middleburg Community Center ~ December 4, 2005
Photos By Jay Hubbard

To Kill a Mockingbird
Hill School ~ December 1, 2005
Photos By Jim Poston
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Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc.
Member NYSE, Inc. • Member SIPC

Advising Investors for Over a Century®

John Campagna
Financial Advisor

1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20006

(202) 778-1593
jjcampagna@leggmason.com

www.johncampagna.fa.leggmason.com

BOO – Boo is an absolutely 
gorgeous 3 year old brindle Pit 
Bull mix. She is a VERY good 
dog.  We have known her and 
her previous family for years. 
Boo is excellent with small 
kids, is housebroken & her best 
buddy was a cat. She would do 
best as an only dog. She is used 
to being a couch potato so she 
would be ok in an apartment or 
a quiet/small home. 

PUPPIES-Take 
us home for the 
holidays - call to 

inquire about the 
wonderful pup-
pies looking for 
homes.

BELLE –  An adorable, very sweet, flashy 3 year old me-
dium sized chestnut pony mare with a big future. Belle is 
currently being worked with and has good ground man-
ners,. She needs a home with an experienced horse person  
so she can continue to grow and blossom.
 
JULIE – Julie is a 4 year old medium pony mare who 

was rescued from a severe 
cruelty case. Julie is a clown- 
she has a big personality and 
gets into everything! She has 
been under saddle a handful 
of times and is doing great. 

Julie would be happy as a companion pony only or an 
experienced person could continue her training.

MOJO, CRICKET & RALPH- Ka-
trina Survivors-The cutest and sweet-
est kittens in the world! These kidlets 
barely survived the hurricane- they are 
now very healthy and truly absolute 
love muffins!

BRAMLEY – Katrina Sur-
vivor -  Bramley is a special 
young gal who we  rescued 
from New Orleans. Bramley 
gets along well with other 
dogs. She is the perfect barn 
dog!

MHF
P.O. Box 1238, Middleburg • VA 20118
540-364-3272
email:mhfdtn@earthlink.net 
www.middleburghumane.com

JIMMY – Katrina 
Survivor  - Jimmy is 
Gingers pup. He was 
one of 2 pups that sur-
vived the hurricane in 
Mississippi. Jimmy is 
a 16 week old Pit Bull 
puppy who has had 
tons of socialization 
and love.

NATHAN –  Katrina Survivor - We 
found this adorable little kid hiding be-
hind a toilet in a completely devastated 
house in New Orleans. Nathan is about 6 
months old, he will grow to be a medium 
sized dog.  He is a super funny kid who 
would be a great family friend.

KENDRA –  Katrina Survivor - Kendra 
was rescued near death due to starvation 
after being locked inside of a house in 
New Orleans for 34 days. She was 29 
pounds the day she was rescued. She is 
50 pounds now and still gaining! Ken-
dra is good with other dogs, children, 
impeccably housebroken and is very 
affectionate.

KATIE –  Katrina Survivor – The Shar-
pei mix mom dog from Waveland Missis-
sippi. Katie is about 3-4 years old. She is 
very gentle, beautifully behaved and quiet 
and would be a wonderful companion for 
just about anyone.
 

������������������������������� 540-364-3272

RC– RC is a 1 year old red Chow 
mix who is a really great guy! He 
was found on the side of the road 
in horrible condition -emaciated 
and the pads of his feet were raw. 
RC has a big personality who 
would bring lots of love into your 
home. love into your home. MYLES –  A super cutie! Myles is an 

Otter Hound mix who came to us from 
a county shelter where his time was up. 
He is very happy go lucky and seems to 

LITTLE BROWN- (NEW pic and 
NEW description): Katrina Survivor: 
What a cutie! Little Brown is an ador-
able 1 year old terrier mix who was res-
cued from New Orleans. He is a small 
dog with a big heart.

JENNY’S KITTENS –Ka-
trina Survivor - We have two 
adorable little babies still 
looking for homes 10 weeks 
old and very healthy. They are 

LORANNA– Katrina Survivor: 
Loranna is a funny girl! She was 
rescued from a home in New Or-
leans. Loranna is a sweetie, she 
actually smiles when you greet 
her! Loranna is great with other 
dogs.

MAX-Max is a super 2 year old 
chocolate lab mix who was found in 
a ditch, skin and bones and hit by a 
car. He has fully recovered and do-
ing great! Max does

FRANKLIN- A very special 3-4 year 
old Chihuahua mix recently rescued. 
He is super sweet & cuddly!

EVAN & RACHAEL- Abandoned in our 
front yard, these two 6 month old lab mix 
pups are very sweet and yearn for a loving 
family to call their own.
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Friends for Life

I always love the holidays because they 
involve lots of food. Sure, I enjoy the 
cheer and goodwill during this time 
of year, but to be honest, my heart is 

where my bowl is. That’s why for this holi-
day column, I’ve decided to share our fam-
ily’s tradition of morning muffi ns for dogs! 
Every year on the day after Christmas, my 

people bake these treats just for me. It’s the best day of the 
year as far as I’m concerned. The recipe is one of many great 
ones from The Three Dog Bakery Cookbook. 

If you like this recipe, do a little exploring – there are lots 
of wonderful dog treat cookbooks and lots of terrifi c recipes. 
Just be sure to avoid chocolate, raisins, grapes, macadamia 
nuts and onions. To be on the safe side, use recipes that have 
been published in a cookbook rather than just posted on the 
internet. There are lots of human foods that aren’t recom-
mended for dogs. And, as always, make sure you know if 
your pet has any food-specifi c allergies before baking this or 
any other recipe for him or her.

With those words of caution behind me, let’s get to the 
business at hand: making four-legged friends very, very 
merry! 

Fleas Navidad Nibblers

Prep Time: 5 mins
Cook Time: 35 mins
Temperature: 350 F
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons honey
2 3/4 cups water
1/4 cup unsweetened applesauce
1/8 teaspoon vanilla
1 egg
1/2 cup chopped peanuts
4 cups whole-wheat fl our
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 tablespoon cinnamon
1 tablespoon nutmeg

Cooking Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
 In a bowl, mix together honey, water, applesauce, vanilla and egg. 
In a separate bowl, mix peanuts, fl our, baking powder, cinnamon and 

nutmeg.
Add wet ingredients to the dry ingredients and stir, mixing well.
Spoon into a greased muffi n tin, fi lling each cup 2/3 full. Bake 35 min-

utes.
Store in a sealed container.

Makes 16 festive “holidog” muffi ns.

Happy Holidays!

Your Furry Friend, 

Albert

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is Chairman of the Board of Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, in Middleburg. 

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share 
Their homes with four-legged friends.

Happy Holidays!

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is Chairman of the Board of Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
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When Pam Hook came to our hospital, it was 1976 and she was fresh out of nursing school. Today, Pam 
brings more than two decades of knowledge and experience to caring for patients at Inova Loudoun 
Hospital. And she isn’t the only one. Five members of her department have celebrated their fiftieth 
birthdays this year—with more to come. “I’ve known many of the people I work with for a long time,” says 
Pam. “We really work as a team.” 

Inova Loudoun Hospital values the significant contributions that older employees bring to our 
family of health services. And with competitive salaries, flexible work schedules, and excellent 
benefits, we’re proud to have been recognized this year by AARP as one of the Best Employers 
for Workers Over 50. So come join some excellent company; we’ll order the extra candles. 

To find out more about career opportunities at Inova Loudoun Hospital, contact W. Mason Preddy, 
CHCR, Professional Clinical Recruiter at (703) 421-9924. Resumes can be faxed to (703) 421-1929, 
or e-mailed to mpreddy@lh.org.

Pam Hook, R.N. turned 51 this year.

She’s in very good company.

44045 Riverside Parkway, Leesburg, VA 20176
www.loudounhealthcare.org • www.inova.org
703-858-6000

1-086856LUD 01 Apr 2005 at 04:49:02 EST
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Office Space For Rent
Two charming offices, 255 sq. ft. each, 

and conferencespace in beautiful restored 
farmhouse. Great views, quiet setting, 5 

minutes from Purcellville. Perfect
for therapist, counselor, lawyer or 

small business.
540-751-0872

Horse Boarding
Beautiful farm, 5 minutes from Purcellville

Spacious stalls
Multiple, shared turnouts

Extensive riding areas
$200/month, per horse, self care or co-op

540-751-0872
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BEACON HILL

W E A T H E R L Y

Grand estate on 55 acres in a  secluded setting
�Utmost in luxury �3 furnished levels �Brazilian
cherry floors �Marble baths �Floating staircase �2
story ceilings �Au pair suite �Sauna �Library
�Designed for gracious living              $4,900,000

P R O P E R T I E S  I N  H U N T  C O U N T R Y  

For further information regarding the properties above or for any of your property requirements please contact any of our qualified agents.  All inquiries shall be held in the strictest of confidence. 
Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice.  Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

* Donna Baker
* Catherine Bernache
* Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor
* John Coles * Phillip S. Thomas

* Rein du Pont
* Barrington Hall

Sydney Hall
Brian McGowan

Linda Norris
* Mary Ann McGowan

* Cricket B. Whitner

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
A STAUNCH SUPPORTER OF LAND EASEMENTS

LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

Telephone (540) 687-6500 � Metro (703) 478-8180

* Award winning agents

* Alex Sharp

Round Hill �4 BR �3.5 BA �Custom Colonial on 6+
gorgeous acs. �Fabulous views of pond & mtns
�Superior quality & design �High ceilings �Gleaming
HW floors �Spacious sun filled rooms �Deck �Covered
porches �Walk-out lower level                     $829,000

DELAPLANE MANOR

Extraordinary brick manor on 76 acres �High ceil-
ings �Stone & hardwood floors �Historic resi-
dence �Approx 12,000 sf �Library �Sunrooms
�Office �7+ BR’s �Formal living & dining rooms
�Pool �Brick terraces �Pond �Stream  $3,100,000

SHELBURNE GLEBE

190 acres �Bordered by North Fork Goose Creek
and Crooked Run �Spring fed pond with dock �4
bedroom Cape with wrap-around porch
�Gazebo �8 stall barn �Board fenced paddocks
�Spectacular views $2,990,000

MIDDLEBURG DOWNS

Quality new construction �Brick & Hardiplank sid-
ing �Convenient location close to village �4.12 acres
�4 BR, 3.5 BA �Gourmet kitchen �Great room w/FP
�HW floors �Finished room over garage �Premium
finishes & designer touches throughout $1,375,000

M A R I A H  M O U N T A I N

Round Hill �4 BR, 4 BA Contemporary �10 open
acres �One of the best views in Loudoun �Lower
level expansion w/new BR, BA,  & Library �Open
flowing floor plan �Mexican Tile floors & wooden
spiral staircase �2 car Garage �Pool        $965,000

Renovated 1870 frame Victorian �3 BR, 2 BA
�Blend of old & new w/quality updates
�Soapstone Counters �Custom Cabinets �Central
Air �Large det. Frame Building �0.62 acs. pro-
vides garden space w/privacy                 $585,000

L I N C O L N

BROOK HOLLOW

63 acres �4 BR �Family room with FP �First floor
Master BR �2nd family room on lower level �3
car garage �Views of 5 acre lake & pool �New 7
stall barn �Board fenced paddocks �Great location
between Middleburg & Leesburg        $2,995,000

Wish i n g e v e r y o n e a j o y o u s
Ho l i d a y S e a s o n

WWW.THOMAS-TALBOT.com LUXURYREALESTATE.COM


