
To contribute to the elimination of breast 
cancer a charitable fund, with an objective 
of $300,000 in annual donations and chari-
table distributions, was recently created by 

a Middleburg-area resident.  The Cherry Blossom 
Breast Cancer Fund has been established and placed 
with the Piedmont Community Foundation, a 501 (c) 
(3) organization. Donations are eligible for a tax de-
duction.

Delaplane’s James P. Atkins, whose late wife 
was a breast cancer victim, conceived the fund as a 
means to help prevent the disease in others. “I lived 
with the impacts of breast cancer for nine years,” he 
said, “and since Cheryl left us I have wanted to do 
more to help eliminate the disease. Now I can.

“So many women suffer from breast cancer in 
our community,”  he continued, “but I could find no 
local fund specific to this need.  With our new Cherry 
Blossom Breast Cancer Fund, we will conduct fund-
raising events and directly solicit funds from local 
residents. Monies collected will be disbursed annual-
ly to worthy local and national recipients whose work 
has impact for citizens in Fauquier and Loudoun 
Counties.

“As the Establishing Donor, “ Atkins said, “I am 
just the initiator and the lead for the Fund’s activi-
ties.” A Donor Advisory Committee will work with 
Jim to select the organizations to 
be recommended for charitable 
distribution.

Committee members are 
Mary Jo Jackson of Rectortown, 
a breast cancer survivor, Lizanne 
Driskill whose mother, Nanette 
White, died of breast cancer, and 
Sandi Atkins, wife of Jim Atkins.

“Our objective is to do all we can to ensure 
that our daughters, our sisters, our mothers, and our 
friends do not fall victim to this horrible disease,” 
Atkins said. ”Our community can do so much for 
this cause and our people are so generous, I am very 
confident we will reach our $300,000 objective on 
time.”

The Piedmont Community Foundation Direc-
tors are pleased to work with Jim and his advisory 
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What if Salamander 
doesn’t build its 
long-debated Inn and 
Spa in Middleburg?  

What were the results of the 
long-awaited “final audit” of 
the Town’s books for fiscal 
year 2006? 

February’s expanded 
Town Council Meeting 

raised big questions and 
provided few if any an-
swers as Middleburg 
continues to work 
through a difficult pe-
riod of administrative 
transition and a dou-
bling of its geogra-
phy.

On February 
8, Council Member 
Catherine (“Bun-
dles”) Murdock 
raised five ques-
tions about 
what, if 
a n y -

thing,  
S a l a -

mander in-
tended to build 

on its Middleburg 
property if, “for some 

reason” their plan to build 
a world-class Inn and Spa on 

land recently annexed by the town “fell through.”  

On the financial and administrative front, the 
long-awaited, corrected and “final audit” of the 
Town’s books for 2006, didn’t make the Council’s 
regular agenda, even though Town Auditor Jeff 
Mitchell had formally presented his findings at a 
sparsely attended “work session” on February 5.  
Mitchell’s  “preliminary audit report,” based in part 
on incorrectly coded bookkeeping entries, had pro-
duced negative stories in national media, complete 
with caveats about possible violations of state law 
and million-dollar-level overspending..

Salamander Surprises
  Due Diligence, Proffers, and “Vaguely Men-

tioned Doubts” 
 During a joint meeting of the Town Council and 

Planning Commission, called to order an hour before 
February’s regular Council meeting, Murdock di-
rected five pointed questions at the Town’s legal and 
administrative staff, and, indirectly, to the attending 
press and representatives of Salamander Develop-
ment. 

Murdock, one of three Council Members 
who had voted against the Town’s current 
agreement with Salamander (and the only 
such member still serving on the Town Coun-
cil) noted that her ongoing “due diligence” 
responsibilities demanded that she raise the 
questions, while citing other unnamed sourc-
es of what she termed “vaguely mentioned” 
concerns.

Observing that both representatives of Sal-
amander and “the media” were present and urging 

them  “...not to read anything into this...,” Murdock 
noted, “We have fiscal responsibilities . . . we have 
legal responsibilities to know . . . what if . . . as has 
been vaguely mentioned . . . what if the resort was not 
able to proceed as we all hope it’s going to . . . . ?“

Noting that the town’s professional staff was 
currently deeply engaged in preparing a new budget, 
Murdock nevertheless requested that both the Town 
Planner and Town Attorney “do some research” on 
what she described as “five very general questions:”

Council Struggles with Funds, Futures, PR

JAMES P. ATKINS, Establishing Donor, Breast 
Cancer fund, KAREN D. KREI,  Executive Direc-
tor, PCF, J. BRADLEY DAVIS,  President, PCF
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Thank you!
The Middleburg Sales Offi ce of Long and Foster would like to 
thank you for your support as we celebrate our fi rst anniversary.

As a new offi ce in 2006, we enjoyed a warm welcome from clients, colleagues and friends. In return, 
we helped support our community by participating in programs such as the Art Gallery Walk, Toys for Tots, 
Helping Those Who Serve, the Windy Hill Foundation, and the Company-wide Community Service Day.

We look forward to another exciting year and wish you all the best in 2007. 

Michele Stevens - Managing Broker
Cara Hannan - Branch Administrator

6 & 8 North Madison Street

Middleburg, Virginia 20117

540.687.8530 | 877.296.4851

www.longandfoster.com

Long & Foster®,Realtors® -  Middleburg
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When Charlie Smith was 
young, he fell off a porch 
and hurt his leg so badly 
that he could no longer 

walk to school.  It wasn’t a long walk, 
no more than a mile and a quarter, but 
Charlie simply could not walk.

Dr. Safford, who was treating 
him in Middleburg, could not correct 
the problem and finally sent him to Ar-
lington Children’s Hospital for treat-
ment. He was there for a long time 
while the doctors tried to treat him 
with bed rest.  Eventually, they real-
ized that, when he fell, he had landed 
on his feet and splintered all the major 
bones in his leg.   

“It cracked just like a mirror,” he 
remembered in his oral history in The 
Black History Committee’s Collection 
in Leesburg’s Thomas Balch Library.

They said Charlie’s leg would 
knit together if he stayed off it, but if 
he walked long distances, the splin-
ters would surely break and it would 
be impossible for him to ever walk 
again.

So, the doctors operated and in-
serted a piece of steel from the middle 
of his ankle to his knee and from his 
knee to his hip to replace the splin-
tered bone.  

Charlie could walk, but Loudoun 
County would not let him continue to 
attend school.   The walk was too long 
and they didn’t want to be responsible 
if he broke the leg again.

From that moment on, Charles 
Smith educated himself.

Charlie, as everyone called him, 
was honored at a New Orleans-style 
funeral and memorial service Febru-
ary 4th.    Family, friends, admiring 
neighbors and colleagues remembered 
him fondly and well at the standing-
room-only event in Middleburg’s 
Community Center on a brisk, sunny 
Saturday.

As the funeral cortege left the 
perfectly matched pair of Shire horses 
from Ayrshire Farm pulled his casket 
in a caisson for one last drive through 
Middleburg. The crowd of over two 
hundred mourners who spoke softly 
about what a wonderful man Charlie 
had been and remembered a multitude 
of stories about his kindness and gen-
erosity.  

To honor Charlie, Middleburg 
police reserved his regular parking 
space in front of the Safeway where 
mourners covered his pickup truck 
with notes and flowers.

Polecat Hill
Born in 1933 on Polecat Hill 

Road, Charlie spent his entire life there 
as he matured, married Jean Elizabeth 
Wright, raised nine children, six of his 
own and three who needed a warm 
and loving home, and made himself 
invaluable to almost everyone who 
lived in the Middleburg area.

He was the only child of Wil-
liam Arthur Smith and Louise Jack-
son.  His father, who was born in 
Loudoun County, remarried and had 
two more boys but, as Charlie always 
said, …”I’m the onliest one by my 
mother.”

Charlie’s father’s parents, Wade 

and Katie Smith, lived on Polecat Hill 
Road and raised him after his mother 
died in an automobile accident in 
Warrenton when he was six.

“My grandmother, Katie Bolden 
Smith, raised twenty-eight children 
during the depression, and she deliv-
ered half of the babies in Middleburg.  
She did laundry and cooked dinner 
parties for people, and she purchased 
the five acres on Polecat Hill Road 
where I’ve lived all my life,” Charlie 
remembered in his oral history in The 
Black History Committee’s Collec-
tion at the Thomas Balch Library in 
Leesburg.

One of the people his grandmoth-
er worked for was Mrs. D.C. Sands.

When Mrs. Sands was ill with 
tuberculosis and no one wanted to do 
her laundry, Charlie’s grandmother 
did her clothes.   When later his grand-
mother asked if she could purchase the 
five-acre parcel of land on Polecat Hill 
Road, the Sands family gladly sold it 
to her.

Katie Smith was born in 1890 
and Charlie remembered well her 
stories about Middleburg at the turn 
of the century.  She attended the old 

Middleburg School for black students 
until the fifth or sixth grade.

“Middleburg was mostly black 
when my grandmother was young,” 
Charlie remembered.  “On the main 
street in town coming in from the 
Aldie side there were three or four 
black families on the main road, and 
both sides of the street, left to right 
were blacks up the first block and on 
the left hand side all the way up the 
street, all the way to the other end.”

“The town was, I would say, bet-
ter than fifty, maybe seventy-five per-
cent, black.  It was an old country farm 
town where everybody worked on the 
farm, and you came to town on Satur-
day night to sit on the street and play 
guitars.”

“They talked about what every-
body was doing on the farm, who was 
planting potatoes and who was dig-
ging and who was doing whatever.  It 
was completely a farm and a working 
community town.”

According to Charlie’s oral his-
tory, Middleburg only had a few mer-
chants when he was young, an A&P, a 

Ben Franklin and a few small country 
stores.  In addition to Dr. Safford who 
treated his broken leg, Middleburg 
also had an African American doctor, 
Maurice Britton King Edmead,.

“Dr. Edmead came and built a 
house in Middleburg.  He was a won-
derful doctor, but he moved to Alexan-
dria after a few years.”

Charlie remembered segregation 
being a serious issue in the 1940’s and 
‘50’s when members of the black com-
munity could no longer go into shops 
or restaurants.  

“We had to go to the back door of 
The Coach Stop for a beer or a ham-
burger, it was all like that then.”

It was not until 1963 when things 
began to change.  

How did the ‘mostly black’ com-
munity change to such a segregated 
town?  According to Charlie, there 
was a very simple answer.

Many children of the white plan-
tation owners were not fascinated with 
either horses or agrarian pursuits, so 
their parents purchased shops for them 
to run in the village.  Soon, blacks 
were not at all welcome in the shops 
under new ownership, and they were 

excluded from the front doors of the 
commercial section of town.

However, all the tradesmen, 
the contractors, the blacksmiths, the 
stonemasons and carpenters were 
black.  In fact, Charlie remembered, 
the town was almost all black.  The 
whites were plantation owners and ev-
eryone worked for them.

JFK & Jackie
It was not until John F. and Jac-

queline Kennedy decided to build a 
house in Middleburg that things began 
to change.  

“When the Kennedy’s came to 
town, that is what really changed 
Middleburg,” according to Charlie.

When town leaders were advised 
that the President wanted to live in 
Middleburg, they built the Catholic 
Church. When they learned that he 
would prefer not to have any demon-
strations of segregation, they began to 
integrate Middleburg.

“That really opened up the stores 
and places where we could not go….
just before Kennedy came to town,” 

Charlie said.
Although Charlie never met Pres-

ident Kennedy personally, he saw him 
several times in town but, as he said, 
‘…they weren’t here very long.”

When asked by oral historian 
Chester Ramey if he thought Middle-
burg’s black community had shrunken 
in size and influence, Charlie respond-
ed that, today, there were “…A few 
blacks around, but nothing like it used 
to be.”

“When I was young, there were 
two black restaurants in town, now 
blacks are beginning to come back.  
My daughter, Tootie, has The Back 
Street Café and she has tremendous 
business with everybody.”

“There will be a lot more jobs 
when Sheila Johnson builds her resort 
and, I think it will do Middleburg a lot 
of good.  She wants to help this town 
and this town needs the help.  There 
are not enough people to support all 
the stuff that needs to be done and she 
is willing to help.  I think the town 
should accept that help.”

There are many more fascinating 
reminiscences in Charlie Smith’s oral 
history.

He speaks lovingly about his chil-
dren, all six of whom live nearby, his 
family and his life in Middleburg.  His 
immense intelligence and ability to 
learn quickly propelled him through 
many jobs in the area until he found 
his calling as a sought-after and suc-
cessful builder.

Charlie worried about how young 
people would cope in a real emergen-
cy, and mused that he and his wife had 
to put their fresh milk in “store milk 
bottles” so his children would drink it, 
and place their fresh eggs in egg car-
tons so their kids would think they’d 
come from the store.

Charles Smith lived through times 
of remarkable change and he loved his 
life as much as his friends and rela-
tions loved him.  They sent him off 
with a wonderful celebration that was 
much deserved and well earned.
In lieu of flowers, remembrances for 
Charlie Smith may be sent to Capital 
Hospice, 6565 Arlington blvd., Suite 
501, Falls Church, VA 22014

In the Face of Challenges, 
Charlie Smith Landed On His Feet
Middleburg Sends Off A Loved and Respected Native Son in Grand Style

News of Note
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With new facilities to im-
prove access to health-
care underway in many 
areas of Loudoun Coun-

ty and more on the way, CEO Randall 
{Randy} L. Kelley is very gracious 
when he says he takes no credit for the 
many additions and improvements.

“This plan was put in place by 
my predecessors,” he says, “but in the 
short time I’ve been here, I understand 
and completely support Inova’s com-
mitment to expand and enhance our 
services in Loudoun county.”

Inova Loudoun’s new Purcellville 
medical center on Hatcher Avenue 
is in the pre-leasing phase now, and 
Inova has signed a letter of intent for 
a Lovettsville medical center that is 
scheduled to open once the new town 
center is complete.

Greatly expanded services at Ino-
va’s Cromwell Hospital in Leesburg 
now include emergency, radiology, 
acute rehabilitation, physical therapy, 
a 22-bed psychiatric unit, women’s, 

infant’s and children’s care and a free 
clinic.  A community health center es-
tablished as a separate 501C3 will op-
erate as a partnership with the Cham-
ber of Commerce to provide another 
important healthcare access asset.

The Middleburg medical center 
will be underway as soon as a suitable 
location is found, and an Avonlea cen-
ter is now in the planning stages.  

In addition, Inova plans a Dulles 
South Medical Center on Route 50 
that will offer all services when Phase 
I opens.  When Phase II of the Dulles 
South facility opens it will include an 
academic and research campus.

Although Kelley has only been at 
Inova Loudoun Hospital since August 
of last year, he is already well aware of 
the challenges that face the county.  

“We measure outpatient and 
emergency care in minutes, not miles,” 
Kelley said.  “Traffic is a really sig-
nificant challenge here for ambulances 
and for our patients.”

Kelley brings more than twenty 

years of healthcare experience to his 
new position, most recently serving 
as President and CEO of the 206-bed 
Gateway Health System in Clarksville, 
Tennessee.

Master Gardener
Although he finds navigating the 

recent fields of ice a radical change 
from Clarksville weather, Kelley’ up-
bringing in Michigan “prepared him 
for the worst” in Northern Virginia.  
As a Master Gardener, he is delight-
ed to be in a zone as diverse and en-
couraging as he expects to enjoy in 
Loudoun.

“I hated to leave my roses and 
my garden in Tennessee,” Kelley ex-
plained.  “But I really look forward to 
starting again here as soon as the ice 
permits.”

It’s easy to understand why Loud-
oun’s  Inova Hospital was attractive to 
Kelley after 20 years in the healthcare 
industry, and it’s just as easy to see 
how concerned he is about traffic con-
gestion and housing prices that are so 

high that 40% of his employees cannot 
afford to live in the county.

“We have a fantastic staff,” he 
said, “our clinical quality is tremen-
dous, our service is high quality and 
patient friendly,  and all measurements 
confirm that.  We need to continue to 
grow to meet the community’s needs, 
but we must ensure that our plans for 
growth closely parallel the needs of 
the community.”

Award Winning Services
Today, the rapidly expanding Ino-

va healthcare campus in Lansdowne 
is very much in tune with the growing 
community it serves.  Centered around 
an attractive, modern, bright and wel-
coming 155-bed facility, the award-
winning services include a brand new 
pediatric care and emergency center 
that is already serving 32 children a 
day. 

Inova’s ambulatory care is thriv-
ing and the hospital offers surgeons six 
operating rooms and a cancer center 
where prosthetic seeding procedures 
will begin this spring.  

“We will open 28 more in-patient 
beds and 12 intensive care beds by the 
end of the year,” said Vice President 
of Communications and Development 
David Goldberg. 

“The truly comprehensive servic-
es we offer are simply a reflection of 
our commitment to the Loudoun com-
munity,” Goldberg added.

Kelley is particularly proud of the 
collegiality between his medical and 
nursing staffs. 

“Our physicians are truly out-
standing and the receipt of the Magnet 
Award for Nursing is a wonderful vali-
dation of the quality of our staff.”

Recently, Kelley promoted Dr. 
Greg Bentz to chief medical officer to 
lead the hospital’s case management 
program.  

“Greg has been a member of the 
staff for 16 years and is highly respect-
ed by everyone.  He will be a tremen-
dous asset as we continue to grow and 
expand.”  Kelley said.

Competition
Because Kelley has worked in 

Tennessee, he is very familiar with 
Healthcare Corporation of America, 
the national organization that intends 
to build another hospital in Loudoun 
and recently announced plans to de-
velop a new medical campus on Route 
50.

Kelley draws a clear distinction 
between Inova Loudoun being a not-
for-profit organization and HCA’s for-
profit status, indicating clearly that 
if HCA builds four-and-a-half miles 
from Inova Loudoun in Broadlands, 
both hospitals will suffer.  

“There are 528 square miles in 
Loudoun County, why build another 
hospital four-and-a-half miles from 
our Lansdowne campus?”

Before Inova purchased Loudoun 
Hospital, there were complaints about 
the length of waiting time at the facil-
ity and about the re-routing of patients 
to other hospitals.

According to Goldberg there have 
been no re-routed patients in five years, 
and the longest wait has been less than 
3 hours for the 54,000 patients Inova 
Loudoun sees each year.

“This is a highly competitive 
market,” Kelley concluded.

“HCA wants people to believe 
we have a monopoly but I assure you, 
more is not always better in health-
care.  We are providing expert, afford-
able, quality services as we expand to 
meet our community’s needs, and we 
are committed to continue to do pre-
cisely that as a partner and as a health-
care provider.”

News of Note
Inova’s New CEO Randy Kelley Looks Forward 
to Meeting Loudoun County’s Healthcare Needs

Two Commercial Buildings
Middleburg, Virginia

#10 Federal Street (aprox. 3,100 SF) has two street level retail 
spaces, and two 2-bedroom apartments.
#14 Federal Street (approx. 2,500 SF) is located at the corner of 
Federal & Liberty Streets.  There is a log section on the 1st floor, a 
2nd floor covered balcony and a 3rd floor room with wrap-around 
windows.                                                   Offered at $2,200,000

Near the Plains ~ Fauquier County, 
Virginia

Close to The Plains, stonewalls & a paved drive-
way welcome you to this quiet setting of 10.34 
acres.  The home is newly renovated with granite 
counters & stainless steel appliances in the Kitch-
en, a luxury Master Bath with a double shower, 
granite counters & hot tub.  Sliding glass doors 
lead you from the Family Room with raised hearth 
brick fireplace to the rear Deck.  The Master Suite 
offers hardwood flooring & two walk-in closets.  
Enjoy Pella windows & Carriage garage doors, 
a large Front Porch, Living Room with built-
in bookcase, large Dining Room, & Recreation 
Room all in excellent order.  There are 3 bedrooms 
& 2 1/2 baths.  Access to bridal trails & an 18 acre 
stocked lake.                      Offered at $785,000

COLD CRICK FARM ~ Middleburg, Virginia
Located only one mile south of Middleburg on 50 acres pro-
tected by a conservation easement.  A truly rare and magical 
setting of absolute privacy among well-established gardens, 
open spaces and mature forests. Originally selected for its 
multitude of water sources and interesting topography, the 
property boasts 26 springs and frontage on Little River.  The 
property is entered by a gracious paved driveway winding 
its way through forest and gardens.  The Main Residence, 
both elegant and rustic, sits beside a pond framed by a stone 
bridge and waterfall.  An exquisite Log Guest House creates 
a courtyard setting.  The Guest House features a front porch, 
open kitchen, stone fireplace, exposed logs, three bedrooms 
and two baths. The three level Farm Manager’s House has 
three bedrooms, two baths and a garage. A Tennis Court, 

Gardening House, 2-bay detached equipment Garage, Vegetable Garden and a Paddock fenced for horses complete 
the property.                                                                                                                    Offered at $3,200,000

RENTALS
Middleburg -Gracious 5 bedroom main 

residence on 280 acres. $5,500

Middleburg -2 bedroom furnished cottage, 
on farm. $1,500

Middleburg -2 bedroom townhouse. $1,200

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117

TELEPHONE 540.687.8011
MONDAY - SUNDAY 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM 

WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

T A K E A W A Y  •  C A T E R I N G
F I N E  W I N E  •  A R T I S A N  F O O D S

We have moved our wine cellar
upstairs! Come visit our new
Wine Loft, which boasts one 
of the area’s most diverse
selections of reds, whites 
and blends, including rare
vintages. With the extra
space, we’ve greatly
expanded our collection 
with a wide assortment of
varietals, from Barbaresco
to Traminer, from a broad
geographic range including
France, Spain, Australia, and
even Moldolva. The Wine Loft is
also available for private catered events.

Come travel the world and discover new 
varietals in Market Salamander’s Wine Loft!

COOKING CLASSES
$75 PER PERSON

MARCH 13 "ALL ABOUT BLACK TRUFFLES" 

APRIL 10 "AN EASTER BRUNCH CELEBRATION"

AFTERNOON TEA
MARCH 21 JOIN US ON THE SECOND FLOOR FOR A 

LOVELY AFTERNOON TEA. SEATING AT 

1:00 PM. $27 PER PERSON ALL INCLUSIVE.

FOR RESERVATIONS
CALL 540.687.8011 EXT. 23

MARKET 
SALAMANDER

IS MOVIN’ 
ON UP!

From Page 1
Doubts and Woes

The Salamander Development Schedule
As of February 5, 2007, the 

Middleburg Town Council, Town 
Staff and Planning Commission 
were working with Salamander 
Development to meet the follow-
ing schedule.  Termed “ambitious” 
at the February 8 Council session, 
it is now being revised, with an 
eye to a July date for a final Town 
Council approval of zoning map 
and ordinance decisions.  

All Council and Commission 
Meetings are open to the public.  

February 2
Resubmit Site Plan and Spe-

cial Exception revisions
February 5

Draft of Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment for mixed use district

February 6
Town Council Work Session 

on Comprehensive Plan Amend-
ment and Special Exception

February 23
File Zoning Map Amendment 

Application
February 26

Zoning Map Amendment 
Submission distributed to review 
agencies

February 26
Middleburg Town Planning 

Commission Public Hearing on 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment, 
Site Plan and Special Exception.

Work Session on Zoning Or-
dinance Amendment

March 5
First Planning Commission 

Work Session on Zoning Map 
Amendment Application

March 8
Town Council Public Hearing 

on Comprehensive Plan Amend-
ment and Special Exception

March 13
Salamander Meeting with 

Citizens on Zoning Map Amend-
ment Application 

March 26
Review agency comments on 

Zoning Map Amendment due
April 2

Second Planning Commis-
sion Work Session on Zoning Map 
Amendment with Staff Comments

April 3
Town Council Work Session 

on Zoning Map Amendment and 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment

Submit Zoning Map Amend-
ment revisions based on staff com-
ments and work session.

April 23
Planning Commission Public 

Hearing on Zoning Map Amend-
ments and Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment

May 10
Town Council Public Hearing 

on Zoning Map Amendment and 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment

June
Final Town Council Decision 

on Zoning Map Amendment and 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, 12 mo c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. 
Valid only at participating locations. ©2007 Curves International curves.com
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Bring a bag of non-perishable food items between
March 1st and March 10th to your local Curves 
and join with a no service fee. All groceries will be 
donated to Seven Loaves.

1.)	 What can Salamander build 
on the property if they do not build the 
resort?  How many houses can be built 
and on which part of what acreage?

2)	 What is the status of the 
open space easement they gave 
Loudoun County as part of the site 
plan they gave to the County?”

3)	 What is the status of the new 
sewer plant?  Are the plans finished?  
Is Salamander obligated at this point 
to build [the water treatment plant] if 
they do not build the resort?” 

4)	 If houses are built instead of 
the resort, what is the Town’s respon-
sibility to provide water and sewer if 
there is NOT a new sewer plant?

5)	 What is the status of the 
wells on the property if the resort is 
not built?

 Council Member Mark Snyder, 
who voted in favor of the much-de-
bated “Memorandum of Understand-
ing” with Salamander, immediately 
observed that some of Murdock’s 
questions were moot.   “It’s a pretty 
simple task to look in the zoning or-
dinance and see . . . and know defini-
tively . . . what could be built on that 
property . . . and what’s in the M.O.U 

[the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Town and Salamander] is 
in the M.O. U.”

Snyder, Mayor Davis, and sever-
al other council members told the Ec-
centric that they believed Murdock’s 
questions were, truly, just matters of 
“due diligence.” 

 Others were not so sure, with at 
least one source close to the Coun-
cil speculating that what was once a 
100% certainty, might now be closer 
to 75%.

Zoning Issues
Snyder, noting “we are all in 

favor of the INN,” proposed a num-
ber of steps to streamline the zoning, 
permitting and approvals process 
for the Inn itself.  Noting that a June 
completion date for finalizing approv-
als for the entire Salamander tract was 
“ambitious at the very least,” he sug-
gested treating construction of the Inn 
separately from other, thornier issues 
such as housing, commercial develop-
ment, open space on the property, and 
proffers.  

Snyder continued to express con-
cern, about just what level of financial 
compensation, or proffer, Salamander 

should and would offer the town in 
exchange for zoning that would allow 
a higher proportion of commercial de-
velopment on Salamander land.

Vice Mayor Darlene Kirk warned 
that a more precisely worded agree-
ment should be drawn governing how 
ANY new commercial development 
would relate to and affect Middle-
burg’s existing “downtown.”

Salamander Committed. . . 
and Surprised

Salamander’s Prem Devadas told 
Council directly that he was com-
mitted to moving forward with the 
Inn and Spa, and had been working 
closely, and well, with Town Staff to 
facilitate and schedule zoning, public 
hearings and other approvals required 
to meet an accelerated building sched-
ule. (See below)  

In response to the linking of an 
agreement on proffers to completion 
of the process, however, Devedas 
noted, “I wasn’t under the impression 
until this moment that the inability to 
meet our schedule was based solely on 
the Town Council.”

“I wasn’t aware, until right now,” 

he repeated,  “that it was solely the 
Town Council.  I thought it was a pro-
cess that David [Beniamino, the Town 
Planner] had articulated, in which he 
wanted to take things through very 
carefully . . . and THAT I can under-
stand.”

“I can also understand the Town 
Council,” he continued, but “I think 
that your wanting to tie in whether we 
proffer or not, and what we proffer is 
not what I thought the issue was.”

Choosing his words carefully, De-
vedas continued.  “What I’m speaking 
to, really, is the process that we UN-
DERSTOOD that was going to take 
place, and if there’s a different sched-
ule, that does not match up with ours, 
but that everybody thinks can reason-
ably be achieved, then we would be 
happy to talk about it. . . . but, again,  
to be able to put that process off with-
out some kind of idea about what the 
deal is . . . . is impossible for us to do 
and meet a reasonable schedule.” 

Devedas concluded his remarks 
by assuring Council Member Mur-
dock that now, he, too, would like to 
get the answers to her questions “as 
soon as possible as well.”

Mayor Davis assured Salamander 
of the Council’s good intentions and 
asked Town Planner David Benia-
mino and Town Attorney Liz Whiting 
to look into Murdock’s questions and 
report back to Council as soon as pos-
sible.  “Time is money,” she said.

Town Finances:  
The Good, The Bad, The Ugly

On December 18, 2006, the 
Washington Post’s Amy Gardner re-
ported that Middleburg had “ . . . over-
spent its $1.2 million budget last year 
by nearly $1 million . . . a practice that 
is illegal in Virginia.”  Citing “an audit 
report” she continued, “The town used 
borrowed money intended for con-
struction projects to pay its recurring 

bills -- also illegal.” 
Those who read the complete 

story would discover, on page 6 of the 
“B” section, that both former Mayor, 
Tim Dimos, and former Town Man-
ager, Mike Casey, thought what was 
really just a “preliminary audit report” 
might be seriously flawed.

Nevertheless, largely on the ba-
sis of that report, Middleburg’s Town 
Council raised some existing taxes 
and fees, and introduced new ones.  
Mayor Davis, speaking for the coun-
cil, promised that such a failure of 
oversight would “never happen again” 
and Casey’s replacement as Town Ad-
ministrator, Jerry Schiro,  assured the 
Town’s citizens that he would hence-
forth double-check ALL financial 
transactions personally. 

The Good
As reported in last month’s Ec-

centric, the best news coming out of 
the revision of Jeff Mitchell’s “pre-
liminary audit” was the discovery that 
there was no illegal use of bond money 
for current expenses. Miscoded capital 
expenses had created an unfortunate 
false impression.  The new, “final” au-
dit, confirmed that happy news.

Town Revenues for the year, 
$1,309,349, were $221, 642 greater 
than the $1,087,707 original budget 
projections.

The size of the Town’s budget 
deficit was also significantly less than 
had been originally reported.

Finally, as new Town Adminis-
trator Jerry Schiro pointed out, the in-
creases in taxes and fees passed by the 
Council, though painful, turned out to 
be “a wise and prudent move” espe-
cially with regard to the town’s water 
and sewer rates. 

At this point, “our operational 
costs still exceed our revenues,” he 
noted. “Water and sewer rates should 
cover the operational costs of the 

system. Connection and facility fees 
should fund capital programs.”  

Unfortunately, Schiro conceded, 
that means “water and sewer service 
is expensive in Middleburg” in large 
part because the system’s costs must 
be paid by a relatively small customer 
base.”

“No what how small the custom-
er base, there is a certain unavoidable 
fundamental cost associated with the 
operation of a water and sewer system.  
Much of this cost, “ he continued, “is 
practically unavoidable, “and is asso-
ciated with the nature of the business, 
the requirements for licensed person-
nel and unfunded state mandates from 
the Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality and the Virginia De-
partment of Health.”

The Bad
Unfortunately, the revised “final 

audit” also confirmed serious over-
spending and little or no effective fi-
nancial oversight and control during 
fiscal year 2006.

According to Auditor Jeff Mitch-
ell, the Town’s combined year-end 
fund balances totaled $190, 452 in 
2006, down from $936,891 at the end 
of fiscal year 2005. During the same 
period the Town’s total debt increased 
by $1,204,810 and the Town overspent 
it’s operational budget by $54,777. 

The Disappearing Reserve Fund
According to former Town Man-

ager Mike Casey, he had recommend-
ed that Council take actions which 
would “draw down” the town’s cash 
reserves.  The actual decision to do so, 
however was not his.

“Council adopted the policy and 
Council approved a Capital Budget 
which implemented the change . . . by 
including a series of projects which 
would use a major portion of the con-

Continued Page 27
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News of Note

When suicide seems the only 
resort and you have no one 
to talk to who will listen, un-
derstand, and help you back 

to confidence and health, a telephone call 
to CrisisLink can mean the difference 
between life and death.

A nationally recognized and fully 
accredited organization, CrisisLink has 
been helping individuals in the Wash-
ington D.C. area address and overcome 
crisis, trauma, depression and suicide for 
almost 40 years. 

Now, in a partnership with HCA 
Virginia’s Dominion Hospital in Fairfax, 
CrisisLink will begin an aggressive edu-
cation campaign to make Loudoun and 
Northern Virginia residents more aware 
of the Arlington, Virginia service

For decades, urban areas in the 
United States and Europe have relied 
on telephone hotlines to help individuals 
who are depressed but have no one they 

feel they can talk to about their situation.   
As depression deepens, hope and the de-
sire to live decline rapidly, and, without 
a supportive, understanding dialogue can 
lead to devastating action.

Most people who are suicidal re-
ally don’t want to end their lives.  But, 
although depression is a medical illness 
that is treatable, estimates indicate that 
two thirds of those who are depressed 
never seek treatment and suffer need-
lessly.

Stress & Tension
Residents of rapidly growing and 

changing areas like Loudoun County 
and Northern Virginia can experience 
high levels of stress and tension.  When 
they try to tackle their fears and isolation 
without help, they may find themselves 
sinking deeper and deeper into depres-
sion.

With help, the kind of help provided 

by a hotline service like CrisisLink,, the 
problems, challenges and fears can be 
expressed and addressed with under-
standing and support.

Trula Minton,  HCA Dominion’s 
new chief executive officer, has been 
a leader in psychiatry since the early 
1970’s, understands how valuable a call 
to CrisisLink can be. 

“A thriving community needs ac-
cess to all kinds of prevention services,” 
she emphasized.  “Understanding that 
CrisisLink is there to help seven days 
a week, 24-hours a day will provide an 
invaluable support structure to Loudoun 
County and Northern Virginia residents.

“ We’re delighted to introduce this 
free and confidential service to the area 
to ensure that every citizen, no matter 
what their age or situation, understands 
that CrisisLink is there to help them, 
their family members, friends and col-
leagues.”

CrisisLink’s Executive Director 
Carol Loftur-Thun speaks forcefully 
about the value of talking to someone 
who’s on your side in times of crises. 

“ Whether it is the sudden loss of 
someone important in your life, a situa-
tion that feels like failure or a seemingly 
impossible challenge, suicide can seem 
to be the only answer.  We know that, 
with the help of one of our over 100 vol-
unteers, individuals can overcome obsta-
cles that once seemed insurmountable by 
simply calling one of our five hotlines.”

Since 1999, over 100 sons, daugh-
ters, mothers, fathers and friends have 
resorted to suicide in Loudoun County.  
Their deaths have devastated families, 
neighborhoods, schools and communi-
ties.  

Free & Confidential
In 2004 alone, there were 132 deaths 

by suicide in Northern Virginia, and in 
Loudoun suicides outnumber homicides 
by six-to-one.  Suicide is the 11th lead-
ing cause of death in the United States 
among young people between the ages 
of 15 and 24, and it is the second leading 
cause of death among college students.

Someone to talk to, someone who 

can guide you to treatment and commu-
nity resources, is often a life saver for 
individuals who feel they cannot cope on 
their own according to Loftur-Thun.

Calls to CrisisLink overall increased 
60%, and calls from teenagers increased 
235% in the past two years alone. 

CrisisLink originated in the base-
ment of concerned citizens after the 1969 
D.C. riots.  “It was clear that the mental 
health infrastructure needed help,” said 
Loftur-Thun.

During and after 9/ll, the hotline 
service was rapidly integrated into the 
Pentagon’s support service infrastructure 
and following the events call volume in-
creased dramatically.

Now an award-winning hotline 
service, CrisisLink offers prevention, 
intervention and what is referred to as 
“post-vention” services.  In addition to 
individual interaction following a trau-
matic event or experience, post-vention 
includes training for community leaders 
and services like fire and police staffs.

“We follow the national standard of 
active listening, crisis de-escalation and 
resource provision,” said Loftur-Thun.  
“A caring, well trained, non-critical lis-
tener who doesn’t think you’re crazy can 
be an enormous help in difficult situa-
tions.”

CEO Minton underscores how of-
ten depressed individuals don’t know 
they need help.

“Depression is not as obvious as 
a fever or a broken bone.  Although we 
now know that mental illness is just as 
real and treatable as any other illness, 
there is still a lack of understanding and 
a real stigma associated with asking for 
help.  That’s why a confidential, empa-
thetic listener is so important and valu-
able.”

“If you don’t feel right, it’s not as 
easy to realize that you may need help,” 
Minton concluded.

By establishing a rapport with their 
callers, CrisisLink’s staff often becomes 
a pivotal part of in individual’s return to 
health and confidence.  

“We have individuals who call 

us regularly, and over a long period of 
time,” said Loftur-Thun.  “There is noth-
ing better than receiving a call from one 
of those callers to tell us he or she won’t 
be calling anymore.”

CrisisLink will also schedule calls 
to check in on individuals to make sure 
they are safe and engaged.  

“We can only provide our services 
with community and individual sup-
port,” explained the executive director.  
With call volume up 75% and a staff that 
has grown 40% since I joined the orga-
nization two and a half years ago, our 
budget has increased 42%.

“That’s why our  partnership with 
Dominion is so critically important to 
us as we increase awareness and access 
to our services in Loudoun County and 
Northern Virginia.”

Director of Community Relations 
Megan Descutner will spearhead a 
countywide education campaign about 
CrisisLink.

We will work closely with schools, 
churches and youth organizations to 
make sure they know about CrisisLink 
hotlines and when to use the service.”

“Everyone needs to know these 
phone numbers:  1-800-273-TALK; 
1-800-SUICIDE; 703-527-4077; 703 
-752-5254 OR WWW.CRISISLINK.
ORG,” Descutner said.  “Every child, 
every teacher, every parent needs to 
know how to reach CrisisLink. 

Each executive emphasized that 
parents should never feel that, because a 
family member is struggling with mental 
illness it reflects badly on them.  Parents 
should not feel alone.  They can be con-
fident that treatment is available and that 
by calling CrisisLink, help and a much 
better situation is on the way.

CrisisLink
You talk, we listen for free.

1-800-273-TALK
1-800-SUICIDE

703-527-4077
703-752-5254

www.crisislink.org

www.EnergyPolicies.org

GEORGE WASHINGTON COULDN’T TELL A LIE,

An Open Letter to Dominion Virginia Ratepayers

Dear Dominion Virginia ratepayers:

The Virginia Piedmont was once home to many of America’s 
founding fathers. As we celebrate President’s Day, we should 
remember George Washington surveyed this land, Thomas Jefferson 
revered it, and John Marshall called it home. 

Today, greedy Dominion is proposing to dishonor their legacy by 
defacing the very land our founding fathers loved. Dominion says a 
permanent 40-mile scar of power towers and high-voltage cables is 
necessary to keep the lights on.  

Yet arrogant Dominion refuses to give us proof, providing no 
public data to support its claims.

Instead Dominion is stooping to scare tactics, trying to frighten 
people with threats of rolling blackouts.  The truth? 

 • Power capacity in Virginia is “not a reliability concern at
   this time,”¹ according to a 10-yr outlook by the North 
  American Electric Reliability Council (2005). 

• All Dominion ratepayers will foot the bill for this multi-million  
   dollar project while Dominion is guaranteed to earn up to a  
   12.5% return on investment.

• Private property will be seized and devalued without 
   fair compensation.

 • According to an official report of the Virginia legislature,  Virginia 
   is not in need of Dominion’s proposed transmission line and
  would receive zero long-term benefits from the upgrades.2

Dominion is one of the most profitable utility companies in the 
nation. It has contributed nearly $3.8 million in the last ten years to 
state political campaigns and compensated its Chairman in 2005 with 
over $8 million dollars. It’s time for good corporate citizenship to 
trump profit. While Dominion ranks top in capital build out it ranks 
last in investment for electricity efficiency and is the 20th largest 
polluter in the S&P 500. As a country Dominion would rank 34th in the 
world in terms of pollution. 

Instead of spending millions of dollars on a misleading ad 
campaign, political contributions and lobbying, Dominion 
should publish its research – if they really have it.

Virginians don’t need, don’t want and can’t afford these power towers.  
After all, how would George Washington feel about Dominion 
defiling his countryside, the land all Virginians love?  

Sincerely,

VIRGINIANS FOR SENSIBLE ENERGY POLICIES

               ¹NERC 2005 Long-Term Reliability Assessment, page 81.

                2VA General Assembly JLARC Report, “PJM’s Preliminary
                  Recommended Cost Allocations for New Transmission

                  Lines,” p. 129,130

BUT DOMINION POWER… 

Santangelo & Sandridge

Someone to Talk to Can Save a Life
HCA Partners With CrisisLink, Provides Much Needed Hotlines for Loudoun County
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It’s Your Business

Scott Buzzelli named Top 
Producer by Long and 
Foster Middleburg

Michele Stevens, 
Branch Manager for 
the Long and Foster 
Middleburg Sales 

Office, is proud to announce that 
Scott Buzzelli has been named 
Top Producer for January 2007. 
Mr. Buzzelli’s sales totaled over 
$2.5 million for the month, and 
he also led the office in most new 
listings.

 Scott Buzzelli has been active 
in real estate in Northern Virginia 
for the past 12 years, beginning 
his real estate career as a land in-
vestor and small scale developer. 
Mr. Buzzelli’s real estate expertise 
extends to property development 
issues, financing strategies, and 
zoning and conservation policy 
– all subjects of interest to clients 

seeking homes and land in rural 
Western Loudoun County.

John C. Lee, IV is Elected to Board of Directors 
of Middleburg Financial Corporation

SCHULZ

HOMES CORPORATION

P.O. BOX 1804  •  MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20118  •  540-687-3367

DELAPLANE — PRIME REAL ESTATE ACREAGE

Located on Pleasant Vale Road (Route 724), off Route 17,
near the quaint village of Scuffleburg in Fauquier County.
Beautiful rolling hills, stunning mountain views and bold
streams. 15 minutes from Middleburg and Upperville. Great
equestrian properties. We will be building custom home designs
in Montana’s Big Sky tradition on sites 44 acres and larger.

Lots starting from $1,199,000
Dale Schulz 540-687-3367

Middleburg Financial 
Corporation has ap-
pointed John C. Lee, 
IV, to its Board of Di-

rectors.  Mr. Lee is Founder and 
Chairman/CEO of Lee Technolo-
gies, an award winning, Fairfax 
based technology company estab-
lished in 1983.  

“John Lee and Middleburg 
Financial are a perfect match,” 
commented Joe Boling, Chairman 
of the Board and Chief Executive 
Officer of Middleburg Financial 
Corporation.  “John has always 
believed in the importance of pro-

viding world class products and 
services while simultaneously 
playing an integral role in im-
proving our local community.  We 
couldn’t be any happier to have 
him join our board.”

Lee Technologies is national-
ly recognized and has won numer-
ous awards, including the Small 
Business Administration Award 
for Excellence and the Washing-
ton Fast 50 Award.  Mr. Lee has 
been recognized for the cultiva-
tion of a unique corporate culture 
that focuses on social and philan-
thropic community involvement 

and creating a reasonable balance 
between work and family. In 2000, 
Lee was the recipient of the Ernst 
& Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award.  Lee Technologies is based 
in Fairfax, Virginia but also has 
offices in Atlanta, Los Angeles, 
Houston and Seattle.  

	 Mr. Lee is Chairman of 
the Northern Virginia Technology 
Council (NVTC), Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Notre Dame 
Academy in Middleburg, serves on 
the Board of Trustees of Randolph 
Macon College, and the Board of 
Trustees of Virginia Foundation 

for Independent Colleges (VFIC).  
Mr. Lee was appointed by Gov-
ernor Mark Warner to serve as a 
member of the Information Tech-
nology Investment Board of Di-
rectors for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia from 2003-2005.  

Mr. Lee received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics 
and Business Administration from 
Randolph-Macon College in Ash-
land, Virginia.  He resides with his 
family in Middleburg, Virginia.

YOUR SMILE SAYS A LOT ABOUT YOU.       
   IF YOU LET IT. 

Invisalign uses a series of clear, comfortable, removable aligners to straighten your 

teeth right before your eyes. And because they are virtually invisible, 

no one has to know you’re in treatment. Hundreds of thousands have already taken 

advantage of this advanced technology. 

Maybe it’s time you were one of them.

STRAIGHT TEETH ARE WITHIN YOUR REACH. 

LEARN HOW TO SMILE AGAIN.TM
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AH&T and NASDAQ Partner 
to Serve Public Companies

AH&T Insurance and Car-
penter Moore, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of The 
Nasdaq Stock Market, 

Inc. announced an exclusive alliance 
that will help public companies in the 
Mid-Atlantic region address their risk 
management needs and ensure that 
their assets, executives, and boards 
are adequately insured.

This partnership brings together 
AH&T’s deep expertise as one of the 
nation’s largest independent insurance 
brokers with the tremendous resources 
of Carpenter Moore, including a pro-
prietary library of data, benchmarking 
and coverage statistics on public com-
panies. Through this alliance, AH&T 
Insurance is the exclusive insurance 
broker in the Mid Atlantic region with 
access to these insurance resources. 

 “Traditional insurance strategies 
are failing to keep up with the com-
plex liabilities today’s companies are 
facing. Comprehensive solutions that 
look at wording, limit levels and al-
location, corporate governance and 
claims management are necessary to 
avoid unexpected unfunded liability,” 
commented Keith Martinsen, execu-
tive vice president for management 
liability, insurance advisory and bro-
kerage at Carpenter Moore, “AH&T’s 
knowledge and capabilities in these 
areas are among the best in the indus-
try and we look forward to working 
with them.”

David Schaefer, AH&T principal 

and leader of their management liabil-
ity practice added, “We understand 
that every client’s circumstances are 
unique and, therefore we endeavor 
to provide attentive, independent, 
tailored consulting and professional 
insurance brokerage services to each 
one. Carpenter Moore shares our ap-
proach and together we are a most 
powerful, effective partner for public 
companies in this region.  The alli-
ance has created a real paradigm shift 
in what public companies can expect 
to receive from a D&O broker.”

AH&T is a regional leader in the 
placement of insurance for companies 
going public with a list that includes 
UUNET, webMethods, BlackBoard, 
and Deltek Systems. AH&T represents 
a large portfolio of public companies, 
their management and boards that rely 
on the experience and expertise of the 
management liability practice group 
to deliver effective, efficient insur-
ance solutions for the complex expo-
sures they face. 

The AH&T – Carpenter Moore 
alliance will focus on providing pro-
fessional insurance and risk manage-
ment services to publicly traded com-
panies in the areas of directors and 
officers liability, professional errors 
and omissions liability, employment 
practices liability and related manage-
ment liability coverage, such as merg-
er and acquisition and loss mitigation 
coverages.
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When we attended the Dominion Power Towers community briefings a few 
weeks ago, we asked every company representative we could buttonhole three 
questions: 

• How much of the new electricity capacity would go up on the grid to serve 
other states rather than being delivered to Loudoun County customers?  

• Why couldn’t the new lines go along Dominion’s existing rights of way?  

• Why not simply bury the new lines?

No satisfactory answers were forthcoming.  

Now, in the face of severe public displeasure and well-orchestrated pubic 
opinion campaigns, Dominion has reconsidered their “Power Towers Across 
Hallowed Ground” approach and indicated that they may run the lines along 
their existing towers, a strategy their representatives said was “absolutely impos-
sible” a few weeks ago.

This will cost ratepayers, upwards of $200 million, and it still begs two of 
the questions.

If they were so ill informed about the answer to one question, the decision 
makers in Richmond and Washington, D.C. should not allow any action at all 
until Dominion provides satisfactory answers to the other two.

Knowledge may not give us the power we need to stop this entirely, but 
without it, we’ll have no power at all.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the Editor. Letters must 
be signed and include writer’s name, address and daytime phone number. Please sub-
mit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. Box 1768, Middleburg VA 20118

The Editor’s Desk
Knowledge is Not Power

Red vs Blue

Dan Morrow - (D)

South Carolina Senator 
Republican Senator Lindsey O. 
Graham apparently sees Bush 
as Lincoln, Iraq as the Virginia 
Wilderness, and Bush’s new 
commander in Iraq,  David 
Petraeus, as Ulysses S. Grant.  
“He’s the General Grant of the 
surge, “ Graham gushed. “He’s 
our last best chance as a mili-
tary commander to bring about 
a change on the ground.”

Grant, the ultimate “stay 
the course” general, turned the 
tide of the Civil War in the east.  
The last of a long line of failed 
commanders, Grant refused 
to see bloody drawn battles as 
failure.  Promising Lincoln that 
he would “fight it out on this 
line if it takes all summer,” he 
waged a dogged, bloody, and 
ultimately successful war of at-

trition.
In a year and a half, af-

ter suffering losses equal to 
the size of the entire Army of 
Northern Virginia, he drove 
Lee to ground in the trenches 
around Richmond and Peters-
burg, and then chased him to 
Appomattox and surrender.

But Bush is no Lincoln 
and Petraeus is no Grant.  

And what Bush found 
in Petraeus is not the Union’s 
Ulysses S. Grant, but the Con-
federacy’s George E. Pickett.

Pickett, on the third day of 
the battle of Gettysburg, com-
manded the last reserves of a 
great army, in a futile effort to 
save a lost battle, in a place his 
commander should never have 
chosen to fight.  

Bush, like Lee, seems to 
believe that he has no choice 
but to attack..

And just as General James 
Longstreet,  Lee’s beloved “Old 
War Horse,” warned him that no 
infantry on God’s green earth 
could take and hold the objec-
tive chosen for the final “surge” 
at Gettysburg,  Bush has been 
warned, almost begged, by the 
very best of his generals, not 
to commit his last reserves to 
street fighting in Iraq. 

Longstreet’s training, his 
respect for Lee, and his per-
sonal sense of honor made it 
impossible for him to resign, 
rather than send some 15,000 
boys across a mile of open 
ground toward a little clump of 
trees.

The failure, however, bore 
neither Longstreet nor Lees’ 
name. It’s Pickett’s . . . Pick-
ett’s Charge. 

Petraeus, like Pickett, feels 
honor bound to follow orders, 

and honor bound to be positive 
about his mission.  And though 
one may question his judgment, 
no one doubts his courage.

Congress, like Longstreet, 
risks never being forgiven for 
lack of enthusiasm for a Pick-
ett’s charge, or for giving “de-
featist” advice to “redeploy” to 
better ground.

Petraeus runs the risk of 
tragic martyrdom.  

“That old man destroyed 
my division,” the disconsolate 
Pickett said of Lee at the end of 
his career.

“Yes,” Jubal Early told 
him, “but he made you immor-
tal.”

Let us hope for the best for 
Petraeus.

Bush Finds a General

Mark Tate - (R)

Loudoun County politi-
cians are all over the news for 
possible ethics violations.

Members of the Loudoun 
Board of Supervisors have 
gotten front-page news cover-
age from the Washington Post, 
but not the kind of front page 
coverage a politician usually 
wants. 

These stories and oth-
ers about members of the 
Loudoun County Planning 
Commission have raised con-
cerns about their actions and 
possible ethics violations re-
lated to business relationships 
and votes on development 
projects in the county. 

	 At the same time, 
we have experienced pres-
sure from the lobbying forces 
of  Dominion Power to get 
approval for 15-story electric 
transmission lines through the 
Piedmont country side. These 
transmission lines would de-
stroy numerous historic dis-
tricts, Civil War Battlefields, 

and Historic Landmarks.
It is shocking to think that 

it is possible Dominion could 
condemn this land to erect 
these power lines and destroy 
our historic countryside just 
to ship electricity to the North 
East to make more profits. 

But it is possible, Largely 
because of the millions of dol-
lars in campaign contributions 
Dominion has given to Vir-
ginia politicians. It has been 
said of Dominion by many 
observers that they own the 
Old Dominion, or at least its 
elected officials.

To be fair there are some 
Delegates who have stood up 
to Dominion. 

Delegate Robert Mar-
shall, Delegate Joe May, 
and Delegate Clay Athey are 
fighting to stop these lines. 
Congressmen Wolf and Davis 
have fought hard on the Fed-
eral level along side Senator 
Warner. 

The problem is, these 
elected officials are the excep-
tion.  Most elected officials in 
Virginia have given Domin-

ion Power anything for which 
they ask. 

They are parroting the 
script form Dominion about 
rolling black outs even though 
we all know this is not a real 
possibility.  And they have all 
given Dominion Power the 
ability to raise out electric 
rates by about 25% with the 
new Re-regulation Bill mov-
ing through the General As-
sembly right now ( please call 
Governor Kaine and ask him 
to veto this bill).

Even our local Senator 
in whose district the 15-story 
power lines will  tower seems 
to be willing to give Domin-
ion whatever they would like. 
Maybe that is because he has 
received over $40,000 in cam-
paign contributions.

As many of you know, I 
am running for State Senate. 
I believe one of the most im-
portant issues in Virginia and 
in local government is lob-
bying and ethics reform in 
Virginia. We need better dis-
closure laws so we all know 
of any business relationships 

between elected officials and 
businesses that are requesting 
legislative action

State Senator Potts has 
received an enormous amount 
of campaign contributions 
from the energy industry and 
Dominion Power. I do not be-
lieve he can reasonably repre-
sent our views in the Virginia 
State Senate. 

On the local political 
level I believe it is very im-
portant to immediately enact 
strong ethics rules and disclo-
sure requirements to protect 
the local taxpayers from de-
cisions that do not represent 
their best interests.

As a candidate for the 
State Senate I will make this 
a priority. These issues are 
not about partisan politics but 
rather about what is the right 
thing to do as an elected of-
ficial. We deserve to have the 
agenda in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly and at the local 
government level be set by the 
citizens 

Virginia and Loudoun Citizens Deserve Better

Rant & Raves

To the Editor:
As the mother of two young 

boys, I was interested in seeing 
the presentation by Keith Del-
tano at Loudoun County High 
School in October. It was billed 
as a message about sexual re-
sponsibility, which I think all 
parents would agree is a good 
thing to teach.

Unfortunately, the program 
fell far short of what our chil-
dren need and deserve. Mr. 
Deltano is a comedian, not a 
credentialed health education 
professional, and much of the 
information he presented was 
both medically inaccurate and 
sensational.

We all agree with encourag-
ing abstinence as the best way 
to keep our children healthy 
and safe. What outcome-based 
studies clearly show is that the 
abstinence message is most ef-
fective when delivered along 
with comprehensive informa-
tion on ways to prevent preg-
nancy and disease. The kind of 
fear-based, “abstinence-only” 
approach promoted by Mr. 
Deltano is simply less success-
ful, and puts our children at 
greater risk.

It is troubling to learn that 
Mr. Deltano has been invited 

back to another Loudoun school 
with this message. If this trend 
continues, it will do a great dis-
service to our children and our 
community. Teen pregnancy 
and STDs are a serious public 
health issue, and our children 
deserve all the tools we can 
give them to make informed, 
responsible decisions. School 
administrators need to choose 
more wisely when asked to 
approve such programs — our 
children’s safety depends on it.

Kathy Hawes
President, Mainstream 
Loudoun

To the Editor:
I attended Keith Deltano’s 

meeting for parents at Domin-
ion High School on February 5, 
2007. Although I am certainly 
concerned that parents be 
aware of and in tune with their 
children’s activities, Deltano’s 
tone was unnecessarily conde-
scending. He presented himself 
as an expert in addressing issues 
of stereotyping; yet, his entire 
performance was a sweeping 
negative stereotype of wealthy, 
out-of-touch parents with out-
of-control teens. According to 
Deltano, all parents are tech-

nologically incompetent and 
ignorant when it comes to their 
children’s behavior. Young 
people are amoral, hormone-
driven and prone to group sex 
because “they have nothing 
better to do.”

Mr. Deltano also discussed 
the problem of “sexually ag-
gressive females” who now 
feel “free” to perform oral sex 
on boys as a result of “those 
incidents in the 90s.” Earlier 
that morning, he had told the 
girls that they need to get a ring 
on their finger – to be married 
– then when they become preg-
nant, they can “make the guy 
pay.” I find it irresponsible that 
in this “sex-saturated”, female-
degrading culture that Mr. 
Deltano speaks of so freely, he 
would make so many female-
blaming, female-shaming com-
ments.

There is widespread evi-
dence that “shaming” is a poor 
parenting technique result-
ing in higher instances of low 
self-esteem, depression and 
delinquent behavior. Deltano 
advised parents to find the most 
morally repugnant, sexually of-
fensive lyrics in their children’s 
music library, and force daugh-
ters to read those lyrics aloud 
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Letters to the Editor

to their fathers, sons to their 
mothers. This does this NOT 
engender respectful dialogue, 
but rather borders on sexual 
harassment.

While some of Deltano’s in-
formation was valuable, it was 
sprinkled with inaccuracies 
and presented in such a man-
ner as to negate its usefulness. 
Deltano referred to his wife’s 
breasts as “hooters”, made 
reference to the infrequency 
of their intimate marital rela-
tions, and told parents he had 
encouraged school teachers 
and administrators to comment 
on their own marital intimacies 
during the student assembly. I 
found this obnoxious behav-
ior, thinly veiled as “comedy” 
to be offensive and disgusting. 
The purpose of family life edu-
cation should not be to titillate 
and entertain at the most base 
level.

Deltano is NOT a trained 
mental health professional. 
His techniques to make our 
kids keep their pants zipped 
do nothing to prepare them for 
serious life decisions. In fact, I 
am very concerned that young 
people who DO have sex will 
walk away with the message 
that condom use is simply not 
effective enough to be worth 
the bother. Sexuality is com-
plex. Abstinence is a whole-
life decision best supported by 
quality communication, good 
role-modeling and mutual re-
spect between young people 
and their caregivers. This issue 
is too important to be treated 
with vulgarity. Our kids de-
serve better.

Kimberly LaFave (Parent)
Leesburg, Virginia 

To the Editor:
Teens & Parents Deserve 

More
 Sexuality in our culture is 

typically neither celebrated nor 
cherished, but rather feared and 
exploited. While I agree that 
our teens receive far too many 
provocative and negative mes-
sages about human sexuality 
from all forms of media, I do 
not believe that we help the sit-
uation by spreading more fear.

 As a mother and a minister 
I was absolutely appalled by a 
recent presentation I attended 
at Dominion High School that 
was supposed to present a 
humorous look at the impor-
tance of abstinence. Instead of 
providing accurate and help-
ful information about human 
sexuality to counter the media 
rhetoric, the presenter (Mr. 

Deltano) fanned the flames of 
fear by portraying young men 
as ignorant or predators and 
young women as victims or 
vixens.

 I urge principals of high 
schools and parents of high 
school students who have not 
yet hosted Mr. Deltano’s pre-
sentation to carefully evalu-
ate the content, impact and 
outcome of his performance 
on such an important topic. I 
am not in favor of teens hav-
ing sexual relations. However, 
I am in favor of presenting in-
formation and support for teens 
and their parents with respect, 
care and accurate information 
to honor their full humanity.

 
In peace and faith,
The Rev. Amy DeBeck
UU Church of Loudoun

To the Editor:
 As we watch the ongo-

ing federal ethics probes into 
Loudoun land deals unfold it is 
important for voters to remem-
ber it is not just local supervi-
sors that are being questioned 
but all those involved in the 
news stories.  Yes, there are 
some county supervisors but 
also planning board members, 
land developers and individual 
land owners.  Signing an eth-
ics pledge with sincerity might 
be a start, but more importantly 
we should look at the system 
that allowed this embarrass-
ing situation to make national 
headlines. We need to imple-
ment processes to prevent fur-
ther abuses of position.

 Critical to this solution will 
be the creation of an indepen-
dent counsel or full time Inde-
pendent Inspector General.  At 
no additional cost to the tax-
payer, the county treasurer’s 
position and commissioner 
of revenue’s position could 
be merged into one (as done 
in other jurisdictions) and the 
freed up salary could be used to 
fund the new Independent In-
spector General position.  Then 
we would have a watchdog to 
guard the henhouse from the 
foxes.

 We need this local indepen-
dent Loudoun County Inspec-
tor General, now.  This current 
BOS should move quickly to 
start the process to create such 
a position if they really believe 
in an open and transparent gov-
ernment to support their recent 
ethics pledge.

 
Thom Beres, Col, USAF (Ret)
Chair, Loudoun County 
Democratic Committee

To the Editor:
On February 15th, the 

Board of Supervisors held a 
public hearing on Ridgewater 
Park , a development proposal 
that could be built adjacent 
to Goose Creek Reservoir.  
It is well named, as the site 
overlooks the water source 
to a large portion of Eastern 
Loudoun  including much of 
Ashburn.  This plan, as put 
forth by Landsdowne LLC, and 
other developers, would add 
1,946 houses, office and retail, 
including a medical research 
facility in dangerous proximity 
to an environmentally sensitive 
area -- our drinking water sup-
ply!   For that reason alone, it 
is simply the wrong plan, at the 
wrong time and certainly at the 
wrong place.  

 Many Loudoun residents 
spoke in opposition to this pro-
posal at the hearing, citing their 
concerns that this developer-
driven application seeks to re-
zone land from the Transition 
Area to suburban densities.  
Should this occur, it would set 
a precedent for future re-zon-
ing other parts of the Transi-
tion Area.  On the other hand, 
none of those speakers who 
spoke in support of Ridgewa-
ter, almost all employed by 
deveIopers, mentioned the risk 
to our water supply, or that traf-
fic would worsen by 40,000* 
daily car trips and that it would 
generate an eventual price tag 
of $70 million* in capital and 
operating costs, much of it paid 
for by all Loudoun taxpayers.  
Most of those who spoke in fa-
vor of Ridgewater were easily 
identified by their green lapel 
stickers, and stood to gain fi-
nancially, either as employees 
of developers or firms associ-
ated with them. 

 Those of us opposed to this 
proposal of nightmarish propor-
tions have asked why is it that 
this development application 
has so suddenly materialized 
on the already crowded agenda 
of the Board of Supervisors?  It 
would appear that once again 
our Planning Commission has 
given swift approval of a mas-
sive and complex set of docu-
ments that would normally take 
much longer to examine and 
forwarded them to the BOS at 
record speed, truly a miracu-
lous feat known as fast-track-
ing.  Could it be that something 
or someone is driving them 
forward?

 Add to this a recent Com-
munity Meeting held at the 
Broadlands, the first in 3 years, 
where our own Supervisor 

Ken Rietz

It’s the stuff of Science 
Fiction. 

The Evil Empire declares 
that private property can be 
seized.

 Darth Vader leads hun-
dreds of 15-story tall Iron Men 
as they march across the land-
scape shooting electric charges 
at the people below scurrying 
for cover. 

Vader and his followers 
bring the ruling body into sub-
mission with threats of doom 
and gloom while offering rich 
rewards to those who ‘ play 
ball.’

Meanwhile, pollution 
fouls the air of the planet and 
blocks out the sun. 

Where is Captain Kirk?
Unfortunately, it is not 

Science Fiction but real life, 
and there is no Captain Kirk. 

It is Dominion Power 
marching across our land-
scape.

It is Dominion Power 
spreading campaign cash 
around, hiring lobbyists to in-
fluence legislators and threat-
ening blackouts without proof.

It is Dominion Power pol-
luting our air. 

Where are Our Elected 
Officials

It is our Federal Govern-
ment who is giving Domin-

ion the power to seize private 
property. And it is our State 
Leadership who is failing us. 

Dominion Power has 
shown that spending 3.8 mil-
lion dollars on campaign con-
tributions pays off as expected. 
Their wish list sailed through 
the legislature. They are be-
coming a self-regulated mo-
nopoly.

In the end, the ratepayers 
will pay the enormous cost of 
their capital expenditures and 
all Virginians will suffer the 
environ- mental impact of Do-
minion’s actions. 

Dominion has blinked
Facing growing citizen 

outrage Dominion Power has 
moved the proposed transmis-
sion line to the southern part of 
Fauquier county, searching for 
the path of least resistance.

However, they still have 
not offered proof of the need 
for additional electricity for 
Virginia. 

Where are our State Lead-
ers?

WHERE IS OUR CAP-
TAIN KIRK?    

Beam us up Scotty! 

Ken Rietz, a resident of 
Delaplane, is a former Deputy 
Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. 

Beam Us Up Scotty, 
From Beyond the Beltway

Snow discussed a number of 
local concerns with residents, 
but neglected to even mention 
Ridgewater Park.  When asked 
about the Goose Creek Reser-
voir, and the upcoming hearing 
on Ridgewater, he professed 
not to know that the Reservoir 
served as a major water source 
for Ashburn.  This was amaz-
ing for three reasons:   1)  he 
is our representative for the 
Dulles District, which com-
prises  much of the Ashburn 
area,  2) he will shortly sit on 
the BOS dais to hear public 
comments on this critical issue 
and 3) he sits upon the Board 
of the Loudoun County Sanita-
tion Authority.  Needless to say 
this lack of awareness speaks 
volumes and should send a 
strong signal that indeed our 
very health and safety is being 

jeopardized. 
 This development should 

be voted down  for all the 
most obvious of reasons:  to 
safeguard our water sup-
ply, to not add to our already 
overcrowded roads, to not 
overburden our taxpayers and 
schools, and especially to keep 
the Transition Area as the citi-
zens of Loudoun have already 
decided, as a much needed buf-
fer between our suburban com-
munities and our invaluable 
rural terrain.   Tell the Board 
of Supervisors to vote no on 
Ridgewater Park and keep our 
community healthy.  

 *Source:  Loudoun County 
Planning Staff

 
Karen J. Ficker
Ashburn Citizens United
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Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

NASCAR kicked off its 2007 
Nextel Cup series this past 
Sunday in traditional fash-
ion: backwards.

Alone among major sports, NAS-
CAR likes to wow its fans with its 
marquee event right out of the shoot. 
No season-long, climactic buildup to 
the Super Bowl, the World Series, the 
NBA Championship, or the Stanley 
Cup for NASCAR; no, for the gear-
heads and the speed-freaks, it’s better 
to get to the point just as quick as you 
can.

It usually makes for a heckuva 
splash and even people who have 
a hard time watching 43 helmeted, 
sponsors’-logo-draped drivers muscle 
their cars around an exaggerated 2.5 
mile circle (OK, it’s a tri-oval) for four 
hours can get swept away by it.

No one knows why exactly NAS-
CAR organizes its schedule this way, 
but it does. Most people point out that 
the Daytona 500 is the richest of all 
the races run each year, both in purse 
and history. How a sport that traces its 
lineage all the way back to running il-

legal moonshine talks about its history 
with a straight face is another question 
for another day.

Regardless of the reason, the 
Daytona 500 is front and center for 
NASCAR, now and probably forever. 
That’s just the way it is. The to-date-
not-entirely-worked-out Chase for the 
Cup is supposed to put some sex and 
sizzle into the end of the year, but it 
really is a work in progress, tweaked 
and twiddled with each off-season to 
make it more compelling. Whatever. 
NASCAR likes having a huge com-
ing-out party every year, and, usually, 
it works.

This year, though, things seemed 
a little rocky right off the bat. Five 
teams were penalized throughout the 
week leading up to the race for cheat-
ing, both intentionally and through 
parts-failure. Unapproved bolts were 
found on spoilers (cutting weight), 
cars weren’t tall enough (bettering 
aerodynamics), and one team was 
even rumored to be slathering some-
thing somewhere between Sterno and 
jet-fuel inside their intake manifold 
(boosting the octane of the fuel being 
burned in their engine.)

What in the world had gotten into 

these guys? 
There was cheating in NASCAR! 

People were horrified.
But why were they so horrified? 

I mentioned this is a sport that dates 
all the way back to running from cops, 
all the better to smuggle illegal moon-
shine, right?

Guys in other sports cheat all the 
time, or, at the very least, perform 
under a cloud of suspicion for huge 
portions of their career. Fans of those 
sports seem immune to it.

Look at Barry Bonds of the San 
Francisco Giants, never proven to 
have broken any of the rules and on his 
way to shattering Hank Aaron’s home 
run record, yet still suspected of being 
the sports biggest cheat and dogged by 
ever-growing piles of circumstantial 
evidence that he’s been ingesting per-
formance enhancers for years. 

Look how Shawn Merriman of 
the San Diego Chargers, who was 
actually proven to be a steroid user, 
served his four-game suspension, and 
was still selected to go the NFL Pro 
Bowl at the end of the season.

Look at professional cycling… 
No, on second thought, don’t. Too de-
pressing.

But in NASCAR, an outlaw sport 
where the fine line between pushing 
the limits and cheating is often hazy 
at best, drivers and crew chiefs were 
clearly and unmistakably engaged in a 
newly nefarious level of skullduggery 
and they were doing it at the biggest 
dance of all.

The cheating was all that people 
could talk about all week, and NAS-
CAR officials worked overtime to re-
gain control with an ever-increasing 
list of kiss-of-death penalties handed 
down. Crew chiefs were suspended, 
one indefinitely; fines were levied 
at levels previously unheard of; and 
points were docked deeper and steeper 
than ever before. NASCAR did ev-
erything they could to make the bitter 
taste of cheat go away.

At the end of the day, though, it 
was the drivers who took back control 
of their sport and showed their fans 
that, with a few glaring exceptions, 
everything was going to be ok. 

Watching Mark Martin race for 
lap after lap like he was the man to 
beat, listening to the announcers will 
him to the finish line, you just had 
to find yourself pulling for the guy. 
You had to be amazed when you saw 

how sad he was to lose (by 2/100ths 
of a second!) but how grateful he was 
that his grew had just “given [him] a 
chance.” 

Listening to premier, big-name 
guys like Tony Stewart and Dale 
Earnhardt, Jr., suck it up after getting 
bounced out of the race following ma-
jor wrecks you had to shake your head 
and wonder where these guys came 
from. Not an ounce of blame or “why-
me” in any of ‘em.

Even Kevin Harvick, the race’s 
eventual winner, came across as a guy 
just happy to be in victory lane, a guy 
who knew how lucky he was and how 
hard everyone on his team had worked 
to get him there.

And then you began to wonder, 
quietly and to yourself, if these NAS-
CAR guys were really the ones that 
had things backwards after all.

cuda24@yahoo.com

Gentlemen, Start Your Engines
Seventh Inning Stretch

Genie Ford

With Hot Books to Keep 
Us Warm?

Baby, its cold 
outside, but you’ll 

find all the warmth you need right 
between the pages of a good book. 
One hot little number to start with is 
Because She Can by Bridie Clark. It 
explores how a nice girl from Iowa 
ends up working for the queen of evil 
at a major publishing house. Yes, it’s a 
Devil Wears Prada clone, but it’s also 
highly entertaining and pretty darn 
sexy.

For our local teachers—whom 
we are honoring throughout February 
with special discounts—we suggest 

Teach Like Your Hair’s on Fire by 
Rafe Esquith. He is a fifth grade 
teacher in Los Angeles who has been 
honored by the likes of Oprah Winfrey 
and the Dalai Lama! Sir Ian McKellan 
calls him “my only hero,” and he is 
the only teacher to be awarded the 
National Medal of Arts. I mention 
these honors not merely to praise him, 
but to emphasize his bona fides—
because in this book he eloquently 
and powerfully expresses his outrage 
about the tyranny of testing, the 
foolishness of No Child Left Behind 
and other “education reforms” that 
are anything but. If only we could 
make this book required reading for 
every member of Congress—and 
every would-be president!

Silent Echoes by Carla Jablonski 
is a suitably creepy time-travel, 
mystical mystery involving two young 
women in Manhattan, separated by a 
century or so. They communicate 
via some kind of extrasensory link 
between past and present. This is just 
right for reading by flashlight under 
the covers. Oh, why not?! It will put 
you in touch with your inner child.

Step on a Crack by James 
Patterson involves the death of a 
beloved former First Lady, and the 
mass kidnapping of mourners—
celebrities, diplomats, politicians—at 
her funeral in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
The chief hostage negotiator assigned 
to the situation is in the midst of his 
own personal crisis. His wife is dying 

of cancer and their 10 adopted children 
of various ethnic backgrounds are 
about to become motherless. This 
book has been described as a thriller 
and a tearjerker, but whatever you call 
it, one thing is certain—it’s a huge hit 
already.

Naked on the Page is the story 
of one year in the life of writer Jane 
Ganahal, whose San Francisco 
Chronicle column, “Single Minded,” 
is a hilarious but honest look at the 
romantic life of a single middle-aged 
woman. In this book, Ganahal further 
confronts the challenges facing women 
of  “a certain age.” Kirkus Reviews 
describes this as “Carrie Bradshaw 
meets AARP.” For those who have 
been living at the North Pole for the 

past decade, 
C a r r i e 
B r a d s h a w 
was the 
principal character of HBO’s famous 
series, “Sex and the City.” Naked on 
the Page has that same sassiness, 
but this time it’s accompanied by a 
healthy dose of reality.

Step back in time with The 
Blackest Bird by Joel Rose. This book 
is subtitled “A Novel of Murder in 
Nineteenth-Century New York,” and 
like such books as The Alienist, it 
evokes a time and place so vividly you 
can almost smell the soot in the air. 
This story takes a real case, the 1841 
killing of Mary Rogers, a sales clerk 
in a Manhattan tobacco shop whose 
customers included James Fenimore 
Cooper, Washington Irving and Edgar 
Allen Poe. If you like spooky hYsabel 
by Guy Gavriel Kay is a present-
day fantasy set in Aix-en-Provence, 
in particular, in the Saint-Saveur 
Cathedral. Fifteen-year-old Ned is 
accompanying his photographer father 
on a six-week shoot of the cathedral 
when he stumbles upon an ancient 
conflict, at the same time that he 
meets an American girl. Together they 
become embroiled in a dangerous, 
2,500-year-old love triangle. This is 
an exciting fantasy for readers young 
and not-so-young.

A different look at fantasy—
the kind that takes the form of 
misconception and self-deception—is 
Power, Faith and Fantasy: America 
in the Middle East: 1776 to the 
Present. Author Michael B. Oren uses 
stories about individual Americans 
from the past four centuries, from 
Protestant missionaries to pirates to, 
or course, soldiers, to chronicle the 
American presence in this troubled 
and turbulent part of the world. In 
the process, he demonstrates that our 
involvement in the Middle East is 
nothing new—we’ve been meddling 
there in one way or another for more 
than 400 years.

If nothing I’ve mentioned appeals 
to you, have no fear—we have many 
terrific books—new and old—to help 
you banish the winter blues.

Who Cares about the Weather
Exploring Books

Creative Attraction
The Art of Art
Tom Neel

For those of you who have 
never purchased anything 
deemed art, whether it be 
a painting, print, photo or 

sculpture, but you find yourself inter-
ested, this article is for you.  For those 
of you who already have, come along 
and join us anyway, and see what you 
think.

The first art I ever owned, I must 
admit, I made myself.  So, my situa-
tion is only a little different, as I had 
“creative artistic interests” at a very 
young age, but my “artistic interests”, 
like yours, would have me making 
many decisions in what to buy and 
how I would go about  purchasing 
the work of others.  How do we make 
such decisions in a world of amaz-
ing diversity?  It’s far more complex 
than almost anything else because as 
you’ve heard me say before, art is tied 
to emotion, but the choices can be 
endless.

Let’s use buying a car as an ex-
ample.  There are many choices, but 
most would break down their decision 
into models first, driven by need based 
on priority.  That is to say, I need to 
carry five people, I want all wheel 
drive, I also need a place for the dog 
or potting soil, I like blue and I have 
$35,000 to spend.  Those items will 
determine the needed model and the 
available choices for you to choose 
from, of which there will be about 
two handfuls.  Most of your choices 
will have similar features and options 
and backed by a fist full of consumer 
opinions from the internet and friends, 
you make your choice.

Now, let’s try the same thing 
with art.  I need something to fit over 
my mantle, it needs to work with the 
things I already have in that room, it 
needs to remind me of my vacation to 
Europe, I like blue and I have $5,000 
to spend.  Unlike the car, those items 
will open the door to a world of choic-
es to choose from, but let’s keep going 
and see where we get.

Okay, where in Europe?  Let’s 
say Italy and so, where in Italy? Let’s 
say Tuscany and so, by the water or 
hillside village or a particular city 
or town?  Let’s say any hillside vil-
lage and so, what time of year?  Let’s 
go with spring.  Nope, that was the 
wrong question.  What you need to be 
asking is more like, do you like pop-
pies, sunflowers or vineyards.  See if 
you said spring, you could only really 
have poppies as the other choices are 
not happening or mature in the spring.  
So, poppies and spring it is.  A golden 
morning, blue sky day, or colorful 
sunset?  You said you like blue, let’s 
do blue sky day.  Okay, we’re getting 
somewhere now.  Okay, what medium 
do you like?  Medium?  Medium, as in 
oil, watercolor, pastel, acrylic, char-
coal or even photography and others.  
Oil you say?  Oil, it is then.  How 
about the style?  It could be realism (a 
level of detail, but colors and shapes 
are true to form and real life) photo 
realism (very detailed), impression-
ism, well, truthfully, impressionism is 
a 19th century art movement that has 
now, to some, become a style. Thought 
of as colorful and loose by nature both 
in lines and brush stroke, to many it 
is what they think of when they think 
of an oil painting so, let’s choose that. 
Now, using all of these determining 
factors, guess what?  You’ve prob-
ably narrowed your selection down to 
thousands of choices.

So many 
choices, how 
do I choose?

It’s not 
wrong to have a wish list with art, but 
it is easier to have a feel.   Given a 
chance to have 15 different pieces of 
art to try in your chosen spot, where 
all might fit the wish list, one will feel 
better, or more right for you than the 
others.  This is where emotion has tak-
en over.  You may like blue, but why?  
And will just any blue do?  I should 
say not.  When choosing art you need 
to be honest with yourself and your 
purpose.  Get something that simply 
matches your sofa and you only get 
part of the appreciation for that art.  
You like it because it works with the 
sofa, it met that criteria and purpose.  
Get something that moves you and 
you’ll appreciate it completely and 
add that together with your list, well 
then, you have a real possession worth 
cherishing.   

So, how do you go about this....
in cars, what is called “tire kicking”?  
There are a few ways to go looking 
for art.  One is on impulse.  You pure-
ly let your emotion steer you.  You are 
not looking for anything, just wait-
ing for something that grabs your eye 
and when you see it, when you find 
yourself drawn to it, most of the time 
I can tell you from experience, it’s 
the right piece to buy.  I can’t tell you 
how many times I’ve had people call 
back and say “Do you still have that 
painting, the one with.....?” and they 
go into complete detail they absorbed 
from their short time with it and you 
say, “Sorry, it’s sold.” and they say, 
“Oh, I knew I should have bought it, 
it was perfect.”  They will often then 
have conversations about how much 
they loved it and so on, like the pass-
ing of a loved one, now that it’s gone. 
If you truly enjoy art, don’t let those 
get away.

The next way to go looking is 
with something in mind for a par-
ticular spot.  In these cases, I highly 
recommend that you take at least one 
photograph and keep it with you or in 
the glove box of your car.  In fact, this 
works with many things of this nature 
and actually taking several and having 
measurements of the area can mean 
the difference between finding what 
you like and complete frustration.  
Also, when taking measurements, 
don’t try to say I need something 24 
X 36.  Instead, as an example, mea-
sure the area, such as the width of the 
mantle and also how many inches it is 
from the top of the mantle to the bot-
tom of the crown molding just above 
it.  Knowing the space you have is a 
much better thing to be armed with 
than the size you think you need.  If 
the piece is going above a chest or fur-
niture, which has plenty of wall space 
around it, then get the width of the top 
of the chest or object.  And maybe in 
your dinning room you have a hutch 
and you want two paintings for each 
side of it, measure on each side from 
the hutch out to the corner of the wall 
or the space you have and yes, take 
your photos.  

The other thing you can do in 
these areas to help you visualize the 
size you need is to get a piece of con-
struction paper and cut it to an ap-
proximate size or if need be, use a full 
sheet or two, holding them up on the 
wall with blue painters masking tape.  
I think this can be good to even have 
up for a few days to get use to having 

At  À la Carte, we have creative 
touches, and practical ways to fulfill
your dreams for your day.  We work
with you to custom-create an event 
that reflects the personalities and values
of you and your partner. 

We present events in all ranges, from intimate
rehearsal dinners to opulent receptions.

Our wedding team is at your service, to attend to every 
detail – making your day special! For catering and wedding 
planning, contact us today and relax tomorrow.

Call 703.754.2714
sales@alacartecaters.com

Your Day, Your Way
Flawless Weddings to 
Remember Always

alacartecaters.com
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Snowdrops 
and friends
The Plant Lady

Fresh Salmon Fillet with a Piedmont Smoked 
Salmon and Horse Radish Crust

Spicy Coconut Shrimp with Spicy Mango Basil Salsa 
and Lime Jasmine Rice

Sea Bass with Lemon and Caper Sauce

Our business is people and their love for trees™

Call the tree care professionals who really care.

Alexandria, VA (703) 661.1700  •  Alexandria, VA (703) 661.1700  •  Alexandria, VA  Dulles, VA (703) 661.1700  Dulles, VA (703) 661.1700  Dulles, VA
Marshall, VA (540) 687.6800Marshall, VA (540) 687.6800Marshall, VA

Tree & shrub pruning • SoilCareSM • Insect & disease mgmt

Pastimes
Things That Make 
You Go Mmmm…
From Behind the Stove
Brian Lichorowic

Broiled Chopped Angus 
Sirloin with Wisconsin 
Fontiago, served atop 
Sautéd Root Vegetables 

with Potato Rosti”. Nice piece of 
marketing, ey ? Give the diner 
a 20 word description for what 
amounts to nothing more than a 
open face cheeseburger sitting on 
oil laden cooked onions with fries 

cut to look like tomato wedges.

A major pet peeve of mine is 
having a restaurant menu “read” 
better than the food served.  Over-
use of the terms “drizzle”, “in-
fused” and the dreaded “reduc-
tion”, whether in oral or written 
form, I tend to worry.  That’s why 
the simplest of text menus always 
seem a better choice. If I can get 
the primary entrée I crave, without 
all the brew-ha-ha, I’m golden; 
anything else they do with the dish 

is all 
gravy, if 
you par-
don the 
pun. 

I present three recipes in my 
arsenal sans sales verbiage. All are 
fairly simple to create; but com-
plex in flavors. The trick is just 
getting all the ingredients ready 
before hand.

Karen  Rexrode

A well established garden can 
be full of late winter flow-
ers. The snowdrops, winter 
aconites and Helleborus 

foetidus are in full bloom, nothing 
compares to displays that contain 

hundreds of these enchanting blooms. 
It takes many years to establish galan-
thus or snowdrops to the point where 
there are hundreds. A flower of minute 
detail, I encourage you to cut a couple 
of flowering stems and place them in 
a small vase, say no bigger than a salt 
shaker. The heat inside your house 
will trigger the outside petals to rise 
from their vertical hold and the faint-
est fragrance will become evident. 
The flowers are simple, just green and 
white but patterns of green can vary 
tremendously between cultivars as 
well as flower size. The largest flow-
ering forms may have flowers that are 
as large as a quarter. I have planted the 
double forms for many years and fi-
nally noticed some doubling of petals 
on a few last year. I have been told that 
double petaled forms take a few years 
to exhibit the trait and I am suspect. 
Often I get bulbs that don’t amount to 
the promises of the supplier. I contin-
ue to hope and buy new bulbs, some 
exceed my expectations.

The winter aconites sit almost flat 
on the ground and seem to be capable 
of flowering under a layer of snow. I 
say that because I only noticed them 

once the snow had melted away. They 
are bright yellow and the sight of hun-
dreds of these in flower is the stuff 
that makes gardeners out of ordinary 
people, people that never intended 
to work in the dirt. It takes as many 
years to establish drifts of winter aco-
nites as it does snowdrops. I have ad-

mired a friends for 15 years and her 
plantings were already 30 years old. 
She collects the seeds in March and 
April, sprinkles them on the east side 
of rocks and walls so that they will 
flower earlier from the warming sun. 
It takes about 3 years for the seedlings 
to flower and its easy to tell that she 
has been persistent, I’m envious!

Helleborus foetidus is simple, 
plant a dozen and after a few years 
you will notice seedlings spreading 
out from under the mother plants 
skirts. There must be a protective 
chemical put out by the roots of the 
original plant that encourages seed-
lings to grow and thrive within its 
boundaries. The leaves on this ev-
ergreen perennial are boldly cut and 
dark green. The flowers are a beautiful 
soft, almost chartreuse green. A great 
stand of them grows on the grounds 
of the Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Upperville. Green is such a great 
color in February. No amount of cold 
has hurt my plants this year, the buds 
and stems that were bent almost to the 
ground, are all back up. What a plant! 
Did I say one dozen, make that two. 

Stop by our shop to see 
the Toto Washlet Toilet Seat

Now Offering Electrical Service & Repair
and Air Duct Cleaning

Now Accepting Evening & Weekend Appointments

something there.  After being around 
it for a few days, when you are then at 
a gallery and see a painting you like, 
your brain will have processed the 
needed size and it will help you men-
tally visualize the painting in that spot.  
Finally, as I’ve said before, asking for 
it to be brought to your home is not an 
unrealistic request.  Often, it just takes 
seeing it in the spot to confirm your 
feelings about it.

Now back to those feelings.  Art 
can conger up those memories of a 
stay at the beach, a trip to Europe, a 
pet you had, your childhood, all sea-
sons and also passion for color, for 
texture, shapes much more.  If you 
let yourself be open to that, the expe-
rience can be very gratifying.  Like 
food, you like how it looks, but taste 
is more important and taste along with 
texture and how it looks and smells, is 

what makes it appetizing.  Satisfying 
your hunger is a quantity driven thing. 
Satisfying your appetite and palate is a 
quality driven thing,  go for that.

Also like an artist’s palette of 
color, your tongue is arranged to en-
joy different flavors, some sour, some 
salty, some sweet, so, try different 
things too.  Bon “art” appetite!

Tom Neel  www.tomneelstudio.com

From Page 13
Creative Attraction
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MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON 540.675.1488
ArmfieldMillerRipley.com

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  N E T W O R K S    •    L O C A L  A F F I L I A T E

OLD ALDIE RECTORY, ALDIE, VA
Circa 1803, handsome brick and frame house in Village
of Aldie on 5.59 acres. 4 bedrooms, 6 fireplaces, antique
wood floors, up-to-date kitchen, living room, dining
room, library, porches, terrace, pool with chef's kitchen,
sweeping lawns, stream, hiking/biking trail. $1,195,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-253-5133 Gloria Armfield 540-687-6395

FAIRVIEW, MILLWOOD, VA
Commanding views of the famed Clarke County country-
side and the Blue Ridge Mountains, Fairview is sited on
a rise near the village of Millwood. On 37 acres, the
house dates from 1904 with superb additions. Chef ’s
kitchen with family room, 4 fireplaces, gardens, pool, 2
stall barn, greenhouse and garage are some of the features.
Ride-out and hunting of utmost convenience. $1,950,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-687-6395

SEATON PLACE, UPPERVILLE, VA
Lovely historic brick house, circa 1846. Once owned by
Henry Lighthorse Lee. Gracious room sizes, 7 fireplaces
and screened porch. Private setting with pond, dock and
storage shed on 50 acres. Large trees and rolling pastures.
Piedmont Hunt. OLREA. $1,999,500.
Ruth Ripley 540-687-6395
Carole Miller 703-705-9110

23389 FOUR CHIMNEYS LANE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Brick colonial on a private lane. 6.9 acres with fencing
and run-in shed. Extensive moldings, 4 fireplaces,
brick patio. Master suite with "closet room" and built-in
cabinetry. Family room with cathedral ceiling, beautiful
brick fireplace and glass wall to the patio. Basement with
sitting room, media room, exercise room, and home
office. $1,599,000.
Rick Lowe 703-509-3962 Anita Sisney 703-973-1987

104 CHESTNUT STREET, MIDDLEBURG, VA
One of the original houses in "Ridge View," this quaint cottage
has just been modernized. Kitchen has been updated with new
gas range, refrigerator, dishwasher, and granite counter space. New
Carrier heat pump. Solid 1950s construction features wooden
floors. Perfect lot for enlarging the existing home. $449,000.
Dave Olimpi 540-729-0354

POWELL HOUSE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Originally a dependency on the property of Levin
Powell, the founder of Middleburg. Purported to be the
oldest house in town. Completely renovated, on one
acre. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living/dining room/kitchen
combination with brick floor, old pine cabinets and fireplace.
The floors upstairs are wide old pine. Possible commercial
zoning. $1,300,000.
Nathalie Kaye 540-687-5678

MEADOWLAWN, PURCELLVILLE, VA
Circa 1740 complete restoration of original log home
with new systems. Five/six bedrooms, five fireplaces, four
baths on 4+ acres with bank barn and springhouse. All
top quality and historically accurate. $1,245,000.
Carol Fochtman 540-272-4334

TAIL FEATHERS, ALDIE, VA
Historically restored and extremely charming c.1820
farmhouse, with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3 finished levels.
Gourmet kitchen, 2-car garage, numerous outbuildings,
2.3 professionally landscaped acres. Lovely setting,
backing to protected area and stream. Lower level could be
in-law suite. Possible horse property. Pristine. $895,000.
Patricia Burns 540-454-6723
Clyde Lamond 540-592-3366

FOURTH QUAKER MEETING HOUSE, LINCOLN, VA
Restored 1886 historic Quaker meeting house. Situated
on a manicured, fenced, half acre yard with mature trees
providing privacy. Eight foot double doors, large
entrance hall and spacious rooms with hardwood floors.
4 bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half baths. Updated systems,
gourmet kitchen with granite countertops. 21 inch thick
brick exterior walls, and so much more. $895,000. 
Carol Fochtman 540-272-4334

WILDERNESS, MARSHALL, VA
Located minutes from I-66 on 8.45 acres. 3 bedrooms,
pine floors, log walls and sliding doors to the back deck
and hot tub. Land is totally fenced into 5 paddocks with
a small stream and views of Little Cobbler Mountains. 5
stall antique bank barn. $675,000.
Rick Lowe 703-509-3962 Anita Sisney 703-973-1987

COON TREE FARM, THE PLAINS, VA
Very scenic, private 61.4 gently rolling acres surrounding
large pond. Log house with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, small
pool and large shop buildings. Many possible new home
sites. Sought after location between Middleburg and The
Plains. $2,650,000.
Mary South Hutchison 540-687-6885

STONERIDGE, NEAR MIDDLEBURG, VA
Pristine colonial on a lovely landscaped knoll in Atoka
Chase. It features antique pine floors and cabinetry, gracious
living room, dining room and a kitchen that is complete
with gas or electric cooking. 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.
10 acres with a good sized storage barn and a brilliant
rock garden for serene enjoyment. $1,295,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-253-5133
Gloria Armfield 540-687-6395

ALDIE ROAD, ALDIE, VA
Well-built, 4 bedroom, 3 bath log home with Vermont
slate in foyer. Central vacuum, 18 x 20 family room
with huge stone fireplace, walk-out basement with
bedroom, bath and fireplace. Privately situated at the
end of country lane yet minutes from Gilbert’s Corner.
7.79 acres are open and wooded and in the village of
Aldie. $845,000.
Isobel Ziluca 540-454-2041

CARBRY RUN, MANASSAS, VA
Located on 16+ acres surrounded by Manassas National
Battlefield Park and its 25 miles of beautifully maintained
equestrian trails. 3 bedroom Cape Cod with large deck
off the back overlooking paddocks and riding arena.
Lovely 3 gabled second story Belvedere with views. 2
run-in sheds, 3 large fields and 2 small paddocks with
excellent board fencing. $1,300,000.
Carole Miller 703-705-9110

TAVENNER HOUSE, LINCOLN, VA
Exceptional circa 1820 log and stone home on 10.3
acres. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 10’ beamed ceilings, heart
of pine floors, pool, spring house, creek, studio. Very
private and convenient. $1,175,000. 
Patricia Burns 540-454-6723

HIGHLAND FARM, FAUQUIER COUNTY, VA
Secluded historic 30 acre estate with frontage on the
Rappahannock River with views of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.  Four bedroom manor home with 2 master
suites, stone fireplace and cathedral ceilings.  Restored
stone guest house overlooking pond.  Pool, 5 stall barn,
run-in’s, various outbuildings and board fencing.
Property is offered in three tax parcels.  $1,899,000.
Amy Sloane Timbers 540-987-8668

ROSCOMMON, UPPERVILLE, VA
94 acre professional horse farm designed and created by
Olympic Medalist. Light filled sophisticated main
residence, spacious rooms for entertaining. Pine floors
throughout, granite counters in updated kitchen, 6
fireplaces. 12 stalls, 11 paddocks, large sand/rubber
arena, garage with apartment, tenant house. Piedmont
Hunt country. $2,950,000.
Linden Wiesman 703-408-4696

SILCOTT SPRINGS FARM, PURCELLVILLE, VA
Circa 1790 restored stone house, barn and guest house
on 60 acres. The farm is beautifully sited overlooking a
pond and rolling lawn. The buildings have been fully
renovated and offer a wonderful finished product with
modern day conveniences in a setting that is serene and
very special. The farm offers ample pasture for horses.
$2,500,000.
Gloria Armfield 540-687-6395
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SAT-MAN  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Experts in Small Business  
and Residential Satellite TV,  

Broadband and Internet Communications 

540-364-9005 
www.sat-man.com - Locally owned and operated

We also offer: Wireless Internet Setup 
Computer & Network Configuration - Back-up Systems 

Virus & Spyware Protection - Hardware & Software Maintenance 

   

APARTMENT
FOR 

RENT
LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!

Just on the edge of Middleburg 

LARGE ONE BEDROOM
Includes: washer and dryer,

dishwasher, stove, fridge
$950 per month

A LITTLE SMALLER 
ONE BEDROOM

Includes: washer and dryer,
dishwasher, stove, fridge

$950 per month

One month securtiy deposit required

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATLY 

540-687-3200

    

• Custom Additions • "Not So Big" Homes • Outdoor Rooms
VA Class A Licensed 
#023989A/Insured

Unique Design/Build Solutions 
                                               Since 1987

www.lautenconstruction.com
540-338-5341

Democratic Party Kick-Off 
Dinner

Pastimes

Committee chairperson Bar-
bara Burgess announces that 
the Fauquier County Demo-
cratic Committee will host 

its 6th Annual Commonwealth Dinner 
on Saturday, March 17, 2007, at The 
Inn at Vint Hill.  

This social event traditionally 
kicks off the local political season 
for the Democratic Party in Fauquier 
County. Tickets are $75 per person 
and for more information persons in-
terested in attending the dinner may 
call 540-364-2199 or email: chair@
fauquierdemocrats.org.

The Honorable Brian J. Moran, 
the chairman of the Virginia House of 
Delegates Democratic Caucus, will be 

the Key Note Speaker.  Delegate Mo-
ran represents the 46th House District 
in Northern Virginia. He serves on the 
Transportation, Courts of Justice and 
Health, Welfare and Institutions Com-
mittee’s in the House. He is a member 
of the Virginia Crime Commission. 
His elder brother, Jim Moran, repre-
sents the 8th Congressional District 
of Virginia in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Elected to the House of 
Delegates in 1995, Delegate Moran 
is also the managing partner of a law 
practice in Alexandria, VA.

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
live Irish music will be provided by 
Brooksie Wells and Lisa Howard.

We select only the best locations for our “Distinctive Properties” 
Estate Homes. Surrounded by vineyards and natural beauty, 
Loudoun County met our strict criteria for the Tara. Set on eleven 
acres, your spacious home boasts a two-story grand foyer with a 
double spiral staircase, making it perfect for entertaining. Visit our 
model today and start planning your housewarming.

Saratoga Reserve

VISIT US OR CALL TODAY
TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT 

540.668.6090
To Visit: Take Toll road (Greenway) towards Leesburg & exit in left lane onto 
Rte. 7 West, follow to Rte. 9 West, stay on Rte. 9 & continue thru Hillsboro. 

Approx 2 miles past Hillsboro turn left onto Creamer Lane,
Community ½ mile on right (Saratoga Park Drive), Sales Trailer on left.

Sales offices open daily 10am-6pm. Prices, terms and features subject to change without notice. Prices reflect 
base prices and are subject to change. *Offer valid only with the use of K. Hovnanian American Mortgage, LLC 
and approved title companies. Incentives vary based on community. Lot premiums may apply and community 

association fees are required. Offer not good in CT, NJ and NY. Void where prohibited.

MHBR 3149

YOUR OWN
PRIVATE
RETREAT

I N  L O u D O u N  C O u N T Y ’ S  W I N e  C O u N T R Y

In a medical emergency
Inova is here for you.

Beyond Medicine. World-Class. Only at Inova.

As promised, Inova Loudoun Hospital has dramatically 
expanded its 24-hour, 7-day-a-week Emergency 
Departments achieving an average time from admittance 
to release of just 2.7 hours.

As promised, Inova Loudoun has brought emergency 
service closer to home with two full-service 
Emergency Departments to serve you and your family.

Expanded emergency services include:
New Pediatric ED with 11 specialty beds 
just for kids
Certified pediatric physicians & nurse specialists
40% increase in Adult ED beds
Enhanced disaster response capacity

As promised, a new Urgent Care Center will open in 
Dulles South on Route 50 in 2007, with a full-service 
Emergency Department to follow.

The Inova Loudoun team—high quality care combined 
with compassion beyond medicine to get you back on 
your feet fast.

Hospital Emergency Department and Pediatric Emergency Department
Inova Loudoun Hospital • 44045 Riverside Parkway, Leesburg • 703-858-6040
Inova Emergency Care Center • 224 Cornwall Street, Leesburg • 703-737-7520

Coming Soon: Inova Medical Center
Dulles South, Purcellville, Lovettsville, Middleburg

www.inova.org

Congregation Sha’are Shalom 
Invites Public to Open House

Congregation Sha’are Shalom 
will participate in the Open 
Houses of Faith program by 
inviting the public to tour the 

synagogue and meet the congregation-
al family Wednesday evening, March 
14 from 6 to 8 p.m. The synagogue 
is located at 19357 Evergreen Mills 
Road, Leesburg, Virginia.   There is 
no charge for the event.

Open Houses of Faith is an excit-
ing and educational forum for enhanc-
ing public awareness about different 
faiths in metropolitan Washington. 
Each participating religious group 
independently hosts its own Open 
House to convey basic information 
about its beliefs and practices. 

Participants come to learn about 
different faiths in a welcoming envi-
ronment that respects their commit-
ments to their own faiths and beliefs.

Visit www.openhousesoffaith.org 
for event dates and locations, hints on 

how to prepare for your visit, and a 
patch program for Scouts.

For more information about 
Open Houses of Faith at Congrega-
tion Sha’are Shalom, get in touch with 
synagogue or send an email to Sheri 
Brown at brown47578@verizon.net.

Congregation Sha’are Sha-
lom, the Conservative synagogue in 
Loudoun County,  balances tradition 
and change. Affiliated with the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, 
Sha’are Shalom welcomes new mem-
bers. CSS serves the families and in-
dividuals through religious services, 
education for children and adults, 
programs for interfaith families, and 
social events. Founded in 1996, CSS 
has more than 130 households as 
members.

For more information, telephone 
703.737.6500 or write to CSS at P. O. 
Box 4518, Leesburg, VA 20177-8577. 
Visit CSS at www.sha-areshalom.org.
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Haymarket
14950 Washington Street

Haymarket, VA 20169
571-222-7618

Training & reiki FaciliTies
Fairfax, VA or Athletic Excellence, Chantilly, VA
phone e-mail
703-966-7620 results@P3bodyworks.com

Private Personal Training Facility  Convenient to Your 
Commute  No Initiation or Monthly Fees  Personalized 
Programming  Motivation, Education & Accountability

Come train with us on your way to work!

at P3BW we’ve heard 
all of the eXcUses.

With over 22 years in 
the fitness industry, 
we have ansWers
and give resUlTs:

P3BW_MBECC-ad_Feb07.indd   1 2/8/07   4:35:59 PM

The Irish Collection

Waterford Crystal

a working chefs market

200 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117
TELEPHONE 540.687.8011
WWW.MARKET-SALAMANDER.COM

artisan foods

takeaway

fine wine

catering

Faces & Places
PEC Block Party
Wakefield School, The Plains, Virginia ~ February 17th, 2007
Photos By Cindy Pearson

Vicki is a nationally acclaimed window

designer specializing in spectacular,

one-of-a-kind window treatments. 

Featured on This Old House television 

show, Southern Living, Washington 

Spaces, This Old House magazine and

Window Fashions.

540•338•2132
www.swatchtoswag.com

V I C K I  B U S W E L L  D E S I G N  

WindowDressings 
fromSwatchToSwag

                    

Many More Photos 
from this Event at 
www.mbecc.com

Order Your Prints Today
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Faces & Places

You can tell we want your business

Piedmont Quality Exteriors, Inc.
Roofing•Guttering•Siding•Windows

$50 OFF
Any Roof
Repair

Must be presented at time of 
estimate. With coupon. Not 
valid with any other offer.

Expires 1/1/07

$500 OFF
Any Project of

$3,000 or more
Must be presented at time of 
estimate. With coupon. Not 
valid with any other offer.

Expires 6/1/07

(703) 967‐0786

The Masters Ball 2007
Masters of Fox Hounds Association of America Centennial, New York City ~ January 26th, 2007

Austria’s Finest, Naturally

Our 100% Pure Pumpkin Seed Oil with Omega 3, 
6, 9 and Vitamin E is the perfect butter substitute.

We also offer hulless pumpkin seeds, all natural 
fruit vinegars, organic blackcurrant juice or nectar.

Our products are grown and packaged in Austria.

Available in Middleburg 
at Market Salamander

P.O. Box 69, Mount Vernon, VA 22121
tel (703) 360-5766, fax (703) 780-8393

austriasfinest@worldnet.att.net

Very Healthy and Tasty Too!
Extra Virgin Pumpkin Seed Oil

0% Transfats5.1 %
APY

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

BERRYVILLE MOTORSQuality Pre-Owned Luxury Vehicles

Land Rover • Mercedes • Porsche 
Volvo • BMW • Mini Cooper

540-955-4481
415 East Main Street • Berryville, VA

www.berryvillemotors.com

We listen to you—to your vision,
your budget, and your goals. 
Working together with the finest
architects and craftsmen, Carpenter
Beach Construction delivers your
project attention to detail and
expertise. We will make you happy!

Carpenter•Beach Construction 
Your Hometown Builders… 
Excellence in Craftsmanship 
for Over 20 Years

design/build
historic renovation
custom homes

Think of Us First For 
Your Homebuilding Project

540•338•7906
www.carpenterbeach.com

Turner Reuter and Betsy Manierre, Orange County Hunt Jeff Blue and Penny Denegre, Middleburg Hunt Ben Hardaway, Midland Fox Hounds and Dana Reuter

James Atkins, Mary South Hutchison and Nelson Gunnell, Orange County Hunt Viviane Warren, Malcolm Matheson and Sandi Atkins, Orange County Hunt

Douglas Hytla, Old Dominion Hunt and Sandi Atkins, 
Orange County Hunt

Eric and Martha Myer, Piedmont Fox Hounds John Denegre, Middleburg Hunt

Malcolm and Gail Matheson, Orange County Hunt

James and Sandi Atkins, Orange County Hunt
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Things to Do
February 24th 2007

Community Rummage Sale 
(Over 20 participants!!!)

9:00 – 1:00 in The Hill School Athletic Center.  Lots of clothes 
… household items … toys …. Books … One man’s trash is an-
other man’s treasure! Great Bargains   -   Great Treasures   -   Great 
fun!

Contact Emily Tyler or Haley Walsh at The Hill School for 
more information 540-687-5897

March 3, 2007
10th ANNUAL HOMETOWN 
FINE ARTS & CRAFT SHOW

The Town of Leesburg Parks and Recreation Department is 
proud to present the 10th Annual Hometown Fine Arts & Craft 
Show at Ida Lee Park Recreation Center on March 3, 2007 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Admission is free to the one-day, indoor 
show. Arts and craft vendors will be selling handcrafted items in 
the gymnasium and the aerobics room of Ida Lee Park Recreation 
Center. With a variety of vendors, there is sure to be something 
to please every shopper.   Brighten your home with unique art 
and home décor, baskets, handcrafted wooden furniture, candles, 
and such.  Indulge in great foods such as apple cider, jellies and 
spreads, and of course, chocolate.  The jewelry selection will in-
clude many unique designs that will compliment your spring fash-

ions.  There will be something for everyone; even the family pet! 
The show will feature over 55 local and regional crafters at this 
annual event. This craft show is the perfect opportunity to find a 
unique gift. Remember that Mother’s Day, graduation, and teacher 
appreciation gifts will be needed in just a few months.  For more 
information, call Ida Lee Park Recreation Center at 703-777-1368 
or visit www.idalee.org.

March 16, 2007
Aldie Elementary PTA 

Basket Bingo Fundraiser
 

Aldie Elementary School. Doors open at 6:00pm games start 
at 7:00pm. All baskets filled. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at 
the door.

For  additional information, please call  703-327-6514.

March 17, 2007
Fauquier County Democrats 

Annual Dinner

The Fauquier County Democratic Committee will host its 6th 
Annual Commonwealth Dinner at The Inn at Vint Hill.  This so-
cial event traditionally kicks off the local political season for the 
Democratic Party in Fauquier County. Tickets are $75 per person 
and for more information persons interested in attending the din-
ner may call 540-364-2199 or email: chair@fauquierdemocrats.
org.The Honorable Brian J. Moran, the chairman of the Virginia 

House of Delegates Democratic Caucus, will be the Key Note 
Speaker.  Delegate Moran represents the 46th House District in 
Northern Virginia. His elder brother, Jim Moran, represents the 
8th Congressional District of Virginia in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, live Irish music will be 
provided by Brooksie Wells and Lisa Howard.

The Hill School 
Community Film Series

Each of the six Saturday evenings in the Performing Arts Cen-
ter will begin with a wine and cheese reception (6:30-7:15 p.m.), 
followed by  the film and a brief discussion (9:30-10:00 p.m)

 
March 3, 2007

Tomorrow (1972).  
Directed by Joseph Anthony

Jackson Fentry (Robert Duvall) is a lonely Mississippi farmer 
whose introverted personality matches his solitary lifestyle.  His 
wake-up call comes in the form of the pregnant Sarah Eubanks 
(Olga Bellin), whose husband has left her.  Realizing that Sarah 
needs a place to stay, Fentry takes her in and slowly falls in love 
with her.  After she gives birth, the two are married, only to have 
tragedy strike a short time later.   This Depression-era screenplay 
was written by Horton Foote based on a short story by William 
Faulkner.  Black and White.  PG.
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TINTED GLASS BENEFITS
• Almost undetectable yet rejects 99% of ultraviolet and 
up to 95% of solar heat, the primary causes of fading
• Reduces fading of furnishings, fabrics and woodwork
• Reduces glare on computer screens and TV’s
• Increases energy efficiency, lower air conditioning 
costs and higher performance without being dark or 
reflective like conventional films
• Strong factory backed lifetime warranty
• Professionally installed- barely visible film
• Increase safety & security against glass breakage-
holds glass in place

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL AUTO

A C Glass TintingGlass Tinting

540-253-5402  •  540-439-2121540-253-5402 •  540-439-2121

SAVE ENERGY PROTECT YOUR FURNISHINGS, FABRICS & WOODWORKSAVE ENERGY PROTECT YOUR FURNISHINGS, FABRICS & WOODWORK

10% OFF
Jobs over 100 sf

Now thru 2-28-07
www.acglasstinting.comwww.acglasstinting.com

ATV RAFFLE
YOUTH

Sponsored by
Middleburg Volunteer 

Fire & Rescue
$10 donation 
raffle ticket
The winning ticket to be drawn 

March 31, 2007
@

The Ladies Auxillary Ham & Turkey Dinner
To obtain your ticket, contact any 

Volunteer Fire Department Member
or call (540) 687-3002 

The Irish Collection 

www.irishco.com

102 W. Washington Street
Middleburg, VA 20118
(540) 687-3933

125 Mill Street
Occoquan, VA 22125

(703) 492-9383

Ring, pendants, earrings, cufflinks & tietacks
Fine Jewelry Design direct from Ireland

Sale • Sale • Sale
25 ~ 50% off

originial price
19 E. Washington Street • Middleburg • Virginia

540.687.5461

Exciting News ! ! !
A Little Something is Growing
into our own Design House. . .

Watch for our
Grand Opening ! 

����������������
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Friday, March 30, 2007

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Call us today at 540-687-6677 to pre-order your

copy of ����������������������.

15 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA

All You Can Eat
BREAKFAST

Middleburg Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

Sunday, February 25, 2007
8 to 11 AM

BREAKFAST INCLUDES
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, 

Bacon, Sausage, Ham Coffee & Juice

ADULTS $8.00 • CHILDREN (under 12) $4.00

April 28, 2007
My Life As A Dog (1985).  

Directed by Lasse Hallström.

This Oscar-nominated Swedish gem (Mitt Liv Som Hund) offers an honest 
depiction of the often-confusing nature of childhood.  Shipped off to live with 
his uncle for the summer, 12-year-old Ingmar finds unexpected adventures with 
the help of the town’s warmhearted eccentrics.  These experiences give him the 
strength to accept his life and eventually enjoy childhood.  In Swedish, with 
English subtitles.   PG-13.

May 19, 2007
The Apostle (1997).  

Written and directed by Robert Duvall.

When charismatic but troubled Pentecostal preacher Euliss “Sonny” Dewey 
(Robert Duvall) discovers that his wife (Farrah Fawcett) is having an affair, he 
promptly puts the other man in a coma and flees his home state of Texas for 
Louisiana.  Once there, he takes on a new name, renovates an old church and 
brings new life to a congregation.  PG-13. Please contact The Hill School 540-
687-5897 with any questions.

Museum Seeks Visitor Service Volunteers
 

The Loudoun Museum currently seeks volunteers to assist guests as they 
visit the museum. Duties include greeting guests, providing basic tourist and 
heritage information, collecting admission fees and answering the telephone. 
Hours are flexible with both morning and afternoon shifts available. Training 
will be provided. The Loudoun Museum is located at 16 Loudoun Street SW 
in Leesburg. Museum hours are 10am-5pm Monday, 10am-5pm Wednesday 
through Saturday and 1pm-5pm on Sundays. For further information, please 
email bfriedmann@loudounmuseum.org  or call 703-777-7427. 

CALL TO ARTISTS

Art in the Foothills, an annual juried show and sale in Bluemont is issuing 
a call to artists to participate in the 2007 exhibit. Art in the Foothills is a juried 
art show and sale held in the beautifully restored Old Dance Hall in Bluemont, 
Virginia, the third weekend in May.  It is a beautiful venue for both artists and 
the public in a charming small village. All proceeds will go to benefit Friends 
of Bluemont, a non-profit conservation and preservation organization which is 
hosting the exhibit.

Dates of show: May 18-20, 2007
Entry packet mailing: March 12, 2007
Entry deadline: April 16, 2007
Contact: Pam Forbes, 540-554-8715 to be included on the mailing list.
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Parents & Progeny

WS OH Eccentric 8.125x5   1 2/5/07   1:49:45 PM

Imagine galloping through wooded trails, or

racing through grassy open fields and splashing

through cool mountain streams. Bethany is a

small college of distinction tucked in the

beautiful foothills of West Virginia. Participating

in our equestrian program gives you a unique

opportunity to experience a well-rounded

education, while continuing to train and 

compete in equestrian sports.We also offer 

an equine studies program and an excellent 

pre-veterinary program. Here you’ll find

everything a competitive rider could dream of.

But most of all you’ll find permission to dream.

Find out more by calling 800-922-7611.
Or visit us at www.bethanywv.edu.

1961_Equine Bethany AD_0806c1  9/15/06  11:46 AM  Page 1

Middleburg Elementary School Open House

Middleburg Elementary 
School would like to in-
vite you to attend an Open 
House for prospective stu-

dents on Wednesday, March 7, 2007.  
One session will be held from 7:00 
-9:00 am and a second will be held 
from 5:00-7:00 pm. Please stop by for 
a tour and for more information about 
Middleburg Elementary and its aca-

demic programs.
    The Open House is open to all 

Loudoun residents.  Because of a new 
ruling, Loudoun residents can apply 
for a special exception for their chil-
dren to attend Middleburg Elemen-
tary. Middleburg Elementary School 
is known for its strong academic 
program and for its experienced and 
caring faculty and staff. Middleburg 

Elementary graduates go on to expe-
rience great success at various public 
and private secondary schools in the 
region.  

     Please stop by for a visit.  
Middleburg Elementary School is lo-
cated at 101 N. Madison Street in the 
heart of the town of Middleburg. You 
may call the school at 703-771-6680 
for more information.

The following students from 
Middleburg have been named to 
Foxcroft School’s honor roll for the 
First Semester of the 2006-07 school 
year, a school spokeswoman an-
nounced Friday.

Awarded High Honors for earn-
ing a grade point average of 90 or bet-
ter, with all grades above 80 were:

Senior Class member Elizabeth 
Pischke.

Junior Class member Kara Mc-
Candless.

Sophomore Janie Lemons.
And from the Freshmen Class 

Grace Murphy.
Earning Honors, with an average 

of 85 and no grade below 80 were:

Seniors Kaitlin Brooks, Margot 
Ferster, Caitlin McNaughton, and 
Whitney Spreadbury.

Junior Michael Babus.
Sophomores Nellie Foosaner  and 

Eroica Williams.
Freshmen Gabrielle Graves, Mer-

edith Harris, and Alexandra Wolf.

Foxcroft School Honor Roll Announced Erin Manning, a senior from 
Round Hill, took top honors 
and was awarded The Sev-
enth Annual Mrs. Susan By-

rne “Best in Show” Purchase Prize 
Award at the 10th Annual Notre Dame 
Academy Student Art Show, 10-2-10 
, today in Middleburg. The following 
students were also recognized for their 
artistic talent. More than 100 pieces 
of student artwork in five categories 

were included in the juried show.

Painting
First Prize- Amanda Kim, Junior, 

Ashburn	
Second Prize- Molly Troha, Se-

nior, Leesburg
Third Prize-Lydia Smith, Senior, 

Leesburg	
Honorable Mention- Jenny 

Kwon, Junior, Chantilly

Drawing
First Prize- Paul Rice, Junior, 

Ashburn		
Second Prize- Kelly Struder, Ju-

nior, Hamilton
Third Prize-Sarah Larson, Se-

nior, Sterling	
Honorable Mention- Kristen 

Berg, Senior, Winchester

Photography
First Prize-Lydia Smith, Senior, 

Leesburg	
Second Prize- Kristen Berg, Se-

nior, Winchester
Third Prize-Nicholas Albin, Ju-

nior, Chantilly	
Honorable Mention-Allison Whetzel, 

Senior, Broad Run

Mixed Media/Collage
First Prize-Jenah Vaughn, Senior, 

Purcellville	
Second Prize-Paul Rice, Junior, 

Ashburn
Third Prize-Ana Baltierra, Sophomore, 

Charles Town, West Virginia	
Honorable Mention-Kristen 

Berg, Senior, Winchester

Ceramics
First Prize-Lindsay Boyd, Soph-

omore, Centreville	
Second Prize-Matt Entsminger, 

Sophomore, Ashburn
Third Prize-Mary McCarthy, 

Sophomore, Broad Run	
Honorable Mention-Claire Babilonia, 

Junior, Leesburg

10th Annual Notre Dame 
Academy  Student Art Show

Middleburg Elementary Geography 
and Spelling Bee Winners

Congratulations to Middleburg 
Elementary School fifth grad-
ers Nathan Longerbeam and 
Caroline Greer.  On January 

8, Middleburg Elementary held the 
annual Geography Bee, sponsored 
by the National Geographic Founda-
tion. All fourth and fifth graders took 
a classroom test, and the top nine 
students went on to participate in the 
school’s Geography Bee.  After sever-
al rounds of extremely difficult ques-

tions, Nathan Longerbeam was de-
clared the winner.  Nathan then went 
on to complete a 70 question timed 
test which has been submitted for his 
competition in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia Geography Bee.  Nathan is 
the son of Lea and Scott Longerbeam 
of Middleburg.

    On January 30, the entire fifth 
grade participated in the annual Spell-
ing Bee.  After a number of tense 
rounds, Caroline Greer was named the 

Middleburg Elementary Spelling Bee 
Champion.  Caroline will represent 
MES at the Loudoun County Spelling 
Bee in March. She is the daughter of 
Cindy and Rob Greer of Aldie.

    Congratulations also to fifth 
grader Aaron Mamula who took sec-
ond place in both competitions.  He 
is the son of Teri Domanski and Ned 
Mamula of Middleburg.  

Notre Dame Academy 
Announces VAIS Accreditation

Notre Dame Academy in 
Middleburg, Virginia 
earned full membership and 
initial 10-year accreditation 

from the Virginia Association of In-
dependent Schools (VAIS) following 
a vote by the VAIS Board of Direc-
tors January 21, 2007. Membership in 
VAIS is additive to Notre Dame Acad-
emy’s existing accreditation with the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS). 

“We are honored to be a full 
member of VAIS and earn dual ac-
creditation with SACS. This accredi-
tation is the fulfillment of an exten-
sive 18-month process. Our trustees, 
students, faculty, staff, and parents 
along with the support of our alumni 
and friends of the school deserve the 
credit”, said John Borley, Notre Dame 
Academy’s Headmaster. 

VAIS has 80 member schools 
throughout the commonwealth. The 
accreditation visit was completed in 
October, and evaluated 76 standards 
across major areas including instruc-
tional programs, governance and ad-
ministration, philosophy and mission, 
community of the school, and profes-
sional personnel. 

“With this accreditation, Notre 
Dame Academy now has two of the 
best accreditations in the state as rec-
ognized by the Virginia Council on 
Private Education (VCPE). VCPE is 
the state’s agency for accreditation 
which authorizes both SACS and 
VAIS to do accreditation for them,” 
Borley continued. “Colleges recog-
nize the prestige of being accredited 
by two of the VCPE approved agen-
cies.”  

The Vinegar Boy

The Middleburg Baptist 
Church is currently looking 
for children to participate 
in a youth choir production 

of the play “The Vinegar Boy.”   The 
choir is being led by John Herndon, 
with help from the Middleburg Bap-
tist Adult Choir.

     The play will be presented 
on Sunday, April 1, 2007 at the 11:00 
a.m. service.  Practices are held each 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. at 
the church.  Several Saturday morning 
practices will also be added closer to 
the presentation.  Tapes are available 
for children to take home if they can’t 
attend all practices.

    All children are invited to at-
tend.  You may call the church office 
to sign up or to receive more infor-
mation (540-687-5222).  Middleburg 
Baptist is located at 209 East Federal 
Street in Middleburg.

Conjunction Junction ... What’s Your Function
Broadway Junior Production of Schoolhouse Rock Live

Frances Hazel Reid Elementary 
School’s  PTA is presenting 
Leesburg, Virginia with a pro-
duction of SCHOOLHOUSE 

ROCK  LIVE! JUNIOR, taking the 
classic concept of “let’s put on a 
show” and reaching new academic 
heights through a program titled, “The 
Broadway Junior Collection®”.

Based on the popular television 
show, SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK, 
SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE! JU-
NIOR is a hip and fun educational 
show that teaches audiences of all ages 
that learning can be fun. Tom, a school 
teacher nervous about his first day 

of teaching, tries to relax by watch-
ing TV. Suddenly, the Schoolhouse 
Rock bunch appears in his building’s 
rec room and proceeds to show him 
how to win his students over with 
imagination and music. The beloved 
SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK songs in-
clude “A Noun Is a Person Place Or 
Thing,” “Three Is a Magic Number,” 
and “Unpack Your Adjectives.”

Teachers, parents, school admin-
istrators and friends have witnessed 
students changed permanently and 
positively by learning life and behav-
ioral skills – ranging from communi-
cation, collaboration and time man-

agement to creativity, imagination and 
confidence – from the experience of 
participating in a musical theatre pro-
duction. 

Frances Hazel Reid Elementary 
School will present the Broadway 
Junior Production SCHOOLHOUSE 
ROCK LIVE! JUNIOR on March 1, 
2007 at 6:30 pm, March 2, 2007 at 
7:00 pm and March 3, 2007 at 2:00 pm 
in the Frances Hazel Reid Elementary 
School Gymnasium at 800 North King 
Street in Leesburg, Virginia and are 
$4.00 in advance, $5.00 at the door. 
For more information about the show, 
please call or (703) 771-8893.

siderable cash balance,” Casey told 
the Eccentric.

Moreover, Casey contends, 
“Council approved a series of con-
struction contracts which would be 
financed at least in part with a portion 
of that cash balance” and at one time 
actually “approved an increase in a 
contract to provide a more desirable 
surface for a parking lot, knowing that 
it would require an additional $40,000 
in funds from that cash balance. 

Sources close to the Council note, 
however, that the approved FY ‘06 
budget only contained capital funds 
for a fraction of the contractual obli-
gations assumed.  

Indeed, the FY 2006 budget, as 
approved and appropriated, indicated 
that the reserves would be drawn down 
by only around about $87,000.

Even that level of draw-down ap-
pears to have been controversial. The 
debate over the Town’s reserve funds 
led to a separate council meeting to 
approve the budget and, according to 
some sources, contributed to current 
Mayor Betsy Davis’s Spring, 2006, 
decision to resign from the Finance 
and Personnel Committee.  

Overspending
Perhaps the most disheartening 

part of Mitchell’s final audit was the 
department by department documen-
tation of overspending, despite long-
standing rules and new policies ad-
opted as late as March, 2006.

Under the rubric, “general gov-
ernment,” spending for “Engineering 
and Consulting Fees” were nearly 
$22,000 over budget.  The mysterious 
and otherwise undetailed “other ex-
penses” category was nearly $21,000 
in the red.  Indeed, only the $4,800 per 
year “compensation of council” line 
was in the black among “administra-
tion” costs.

In the Treasurer’s Office, the sal-
ary lines for the town Treasurer and an 
administrative assistant accounted for 

nearly $24,000 of a total of $31,475 in 
overspending.

Engineering and consulting fees 
comprised the largest overspent cat-
egories in the Town’s Planning and 
Zoning Department:  $22,382 out of a 
total deficit of $37,896

The audit found the Police De-
partment $46, 037 over budget. Some 
$22,000 of that was attributed to the 
mysterious “other expenses” category.  
The rest was more or less evenly dis-
tributed among the overtime and other 
wages, advertising, fuel and insurance 
expense categories. 

As for Public Works, the depart-
ment spent $87, 611 more than was 
budgeted, most of it on salaries, main-
tenance and repairs, the purchase of 
parking meters, supplies and equip-
ment.

The Ugly
Problems with financial reporting 

and Council oversight continue.
When Mayor Betsy Davis con-

vened the regular monthly session of 
the Town Council at 7:30 PM on Feb-
ruary 8, members of the Council found 
only a one-page Treasurer’s Report, 
summarizing revenues, and expenses 
year-to-date and a note reading “Fi-
nancials:  Will be Distributed at Town 
Council Meeting Thursday, February 
8th.”

When Town Treasurer, Debby 
Jewell distributed the missing Finan-
cials they contained little, if any infor-
mation required for easy oversight of 
the town’s spending by either the gen-
eral public or by all but the most actu-
arially proficient members of Council.  

An unannotated  “flash report” 
for January seemed to indicate that the 
Town’s “General Fund” (from which 
day-to-day operating expenses are 
paid) was  $137,647 in the red.  The 
“Utilities Fund” (from which expenses 
related to the town’s water and sewer 
system are paid) appeared to be more 
than $70,000 in the red”

When asked about the report, 
most Council members either had no 
idea of what it meant, or referred que-
ries to the Treasurer.

Mayor Davis and the Town Trea-
surer both later confirmed that “neither 
the general fund nor the Utilities Fund 
is in the red.”  However, she conceded, 
“The Town Administrator has noted 
that receipts this year are running be-
hind last year’s.”   

“Starting the year with greatly 
diminished reserves while also fac-
ing diminished revenues is a matter 
of great concern to the council and 
increases the importance of seizing all 
opportunities for finding savings.”

The detailed financials that Jewell 
presented to Council indeed indicated 
that, among other things, expendi-
tures coded to four budget categories 
had already exceeded their ANNUAL 
budgets . . . and that one, “capital 
improvements, ” was, mysteriously, 
already more than $77,475 over it’s 
annual budget of $0.00.” 

Because financials had just been 
distributed and had not been reviewed 
by Council members, Jewell made 
no oral report at Thursday’s Council 
Meeting.

Council, having just received 
their copies of the detailed financials, 
asked no questions of Jewell.

Mayor Davis later told the Eccen-
tric that, despite appearances,  “The 
treasurer’s report was not late.” 

“The goal,” she said, “is to have 
it available by the 10th of each month, 
although there are times when the 
press of other business, such as getting 
out tax or utility bills, may result in it 
being completed later.”

According to Davis, such delays 
in reporting have been ”standard oper-
ating procedure for years.”  She noted, 
however, that she and  “several council 
members” had noted that” receipt of fi-
nancial reports and their completeness 
became inconsistent in early 2006.”

In early 2006, the Council had just 
adopted a new set of financial guide-
lines, former Town Treasurer Betty 
Wolford had resigned, and Mayor 
Davis, then Vice-Mayor, had resigned 
as Chairman of the Town Finance and 
Personnel Committee, leaving that 
task to former Mayor Tim Dimos.

In conclusion, Davis noted that 
she and the council “are encouraged 
by the procedures that the Town Ad-
ministrator and Treasurer have put in 
place to assure that payment requests 
are supported with documentation and 
that they were authorized in the ad-
opted budget or have been specifically 
approved by the Council or Town in 
accordance with the financial manage-
ment policies.”

Premature Conclusions?  
PR Disaster?

Given the negative stories about 
Middleburg driven by Jeff Mitchell’s 
unfortunately misleading “preliminary 
audit,” who decided to make that doc-
ument public and why?

According to sources in the pub-
lic accounting community Mitchell 
was faced with a difficult choice when 
his preliminary review of the Town’s 
books appeared to show rampant, and 
possibly illegal, overspending and 
misappropriation.

If he truly suspected fraud or il-
legal activity, he was honor bound to 
report it to the Council, and thus, inev-
itably, make his preliminary findings 
public.  If, on the other hand, there 
was a possibility that simple account-
ing errors were skewing first appear-
ances, he could also ethically and hon-
orably review his initial findings with 
the Town staff and Mayor.

Reliable sources tell the Eccentric 
that Mitchell, working with Acting 
Town Administrator Claudia Dornin, 
Treasurer Debby Jewell, and Town At-
torney Liz Whiting, first suggested that 
his preliminary findings be brought to 
the Mayor’s attention, before he made 

a formal report to the Town’s Finance 
Committee, and then, to the Council as 
a whole.

Given the seriousness of Mitch-
ell’s preliminary findings, however, 
Whiting, Dornin, and Jewell all agreed 
that Mitchell should report immediate-
ly to the Council as a whole.

Thus, Mitchell made his “prelim-
inary” report not just to the Mayor, but 
to a full meeting of Council, skipping 
the normal process of first airing such 
matters at Committee level.

In response to questions from the 
Eccentric, Mayor Davis replied, “It is 
standard operating procedure for the 
auditor to present a preliminary report 
of his findings for review and com-
ment before producing his final audit 
and Jeff Mitchell emphasizes that he 
reports directly to the council.  Given 
the gravity of his findings, the decision 
was made to have Jeff present his find-
ings at the regular council meeting. 
Although I cannot recall how that de-
cision was made, it is fair to attribute 
the decision to me. The council and I 
promised a full accounting of the af-
fairs of the Town and receiving Jeff’s 
report at the regular meeting is consis-
tent with that promise.”

So far, no other members of 
Council have come forward with an 
alternate explanation.  The Mayor, the 
Vice Mayor, and most if not all the 
other Council members have, at one 
time or another told the Eccentric they 
had no idea why the preliminary au-
dit was made public.  Some speculate 
that doing so was just an unfortunate 
oversight.  Others remarked that “it 
was always done that way.”  Darker 
speculations, linking the premature 
release of Mitchell’s findings to ongo-
ing efforts to justify the firing of Mike 
Casey, have also surfaced.  

Casey himself speculates that 
Mitchell found himself conducting 
his audit “without the benefit of be-

From Page 5
Doubts and Woes

Continued Page 30
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Friends for Life

Something is 
underfoot in 
the canine 

community. It’s 
something you 
might not think 
about often, but 
I do. I’m talk-
ing about paws, 
of course. This 

topic comes to mind now because I 
just finished walking on ground that 
is covered in ice and snow, but paws 
are worth considering every day of the 
year! 

We rely a lot on our paws to help 
us enjoy life. They act as buffers from 
the elements, shock absorbers, and 
sources of traction when we run. Even 
so, they are a far cry from the well-
constructed shoes people wear for 
protection. Our paws can be vulner-
able to all sorts of dangers, including 
chemicals, extreme temperatures, and 
sharp objects. With a little bit of care 
and prevention, however, your help 
can give us a leg up when it comes to 
healthy paws! 

As I write, the ground is covered 
in ice. And in many places, it’s also 
covered with salt-based ice melting 
agents. Most of these chemical com-
pounds are very dangerous for dogs, 
potentially causing burns to our paws. 
Additionally, we can get sick when 
we lick the chemicals off of our paws. 
When you walk your dog, avoid areas 
treated with harsh chemicals. When 

you treat your own sidewalks and 
driveways, you should use pet-friend-
ly ice-melting agents. A product called 
Safe Paw is a safe bet!

Even in mild weather, you’ll need 
to think about chemical compounds on 
the ground. Many common pesticides 
and fertilizers used on lawns are toxic 
to animals. Contact with and inges-
tion of these chemicals can burn paws, 
cause allergic reactions, or make us 
sick. Use caution when applying these 
agents around your property. Do a 
little research and find out about the 

many safe alternatives that you or your 
landscapers can substitute. 

Chemicals aside, extreme temper-
atures alone are enough to cause us lots 
of discomfort that we feel right down 
to our toes! Unfortunately, we’re very 
good at being stoic when it comes to 
pain. In fact, we’ll often walk through 
extreme cold and heat, endure cuts on 
our pads, and jog with our people even 
after our pads have had enough. Please 
remember to think about how the sur-
faces we’re walking on might feel to 
us. This is especially important in the 

summer, when hot pavement can feel 
like molten lava on our little feet.

There are just a few additional ba-
sic rules to follow regarding our paws. 
First, take a few seconds each day to 
make sure our paws are not scraped or 
torn and to check for foreign objects 
stuck between our pads. Second, keep 
our nails trimmed. You can do that part 
yourself or have a vet do it, but make 
sure our nails stay clipped! Third, take 
note if we’re licking our paws obses-
sively. This kind of behavior can indi-
cate that we are in distress due to food 

allergies or pad injuries. If you see us 
licking our paws too often, it’s prob-
ably a call for help.

I hope you’ve enjoyed this chance 
to “paws” and reflect on an important 
topic. Just remember: if you can imag-
ine walking a mile on our pads, you’ll 
be a much better pet parent with a 
much happier dog! 

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is 
Chairman of the Board of Wylie Wagg, 
a shop for dogs, cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg and Fairfax.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their homes with four-legged friends.

CHARLESTON –  Charleston 
is a cat lovers dream- somewhat 
temperamental but his looks 
make up for his quirkiness! In-
door/outdoor or a barn would be 
best for this handsome guy!

TEDDY– Theodore is an 
exceptional pup! His mom is 
a small shepherd mix, ? dad. 
Teddy is about 10 weeks old 
and loves to play ball. He is 
very intelligent and as you 
can see, absolutely adorable! 
Teddy has 4 siblings that are 

looking for homes as well.

MHF
P.O. Box 1238, Middleburg • VA 20118
540-364-3272
email:mhfdtn@earthlink.net 
www.middleburghumane.com

LUCY  – A gorgeous black & 
white Lab cross pup who will 
grow to be a good sized dog. 
DOB 9/24. Lucy has grown 
up here at the shelter with tons 
of TLC & socialization - very 
healthy mind & body!  

BOOMER –An 8 month 
old super kind hearted & 
very attractive Lab/hound 
mix pup. He is a big guy and 
still growing! Boomer has a 
heart of gold. He will make a 
lovely canine companion.

GOATS – Boy do we have 
goats! Varoious breeds, all 
getting healthy and some 
pregnant! Go to our website 
for more info!

540-364-3272

HAZEL– This adorable girl 
had been hit by a car. She 
suffered a broken pelvis but 
is now healed and ready to 
find her forever home! Ha-
zel is about 1-2 years old & 
good sized. She is good with 
other dogs & cats too but can 

be shy with new people at first. other dogs but not kitties. 
She adores cuddling on your lap! 

ARNOLD–A terrific 
young castrated male 
pig who was recently 
rescued from a star-
vation case. He is 
very gentle & people 
frinedly- he needs a 
farm home as a pet 
only. 

SPORT - Sport is a 1 year old bull 
dog mix, This is such a special guy, 
he just loves everyone! Funny be-
cause he looks pretty tough but tru-
ly, he is a sweetheart! Come out to 
meet him, you’ll fall in love! 

MARIA –Maria is a very friendly 
young Angus cow who is an abso-
lute doll- very people oriented. She 
is very small due to chronic malnu-
trition but now very healthy & hap-
py! She needs a home as a pet only. 
Her son & another heifer are also 
available but they are not as people 
friendly.

RACHEL-A super cutie pie! Rachel 
is a Border Collie mix pup who is full 
of love, life & energy!

S I M O N – 
Please help this old man- he was sched-
uled for euthanasia at a county shelter 
so we gave him another chance. Sweet 
as can be but needs a lot of people at-
tention! 

IVY– This gal almost starved to death. 
We recently rescued her & another 
TB mare during a  cruelty case. Ivy & 
Flower need a warm barn to rehab in for 
the winter- please help us help them! 
We need a good foster home soon!

Protect the dog you love with

Give the dog you love the run of your property without restrictive chains or 
expensive visible fences with Invisible Fence® Brand, the pet containment 
solution recommended by 9 out of 10 veterinarians. An Invisible Fence® Brand
pet containment solution will keep your dog off roads, out of trouble and 
safe at home, while making your life a whole lot easier — All at a fraction of 
the cost of traditional fencing.

Call today for your FREE estimate!
703.968.6500 Toll Free 1.800.362.5782

Visit us at
www.invisiblefence.com

On a Dealer Installed Invisible Fence® Solution
to Protect The Dog You Love From 
Clark Associates Invisible Fence.
Limited time offer. Must present coupon at time of estimate. Prior purchases or installations 
excluded. Not valid with any other offers. New ICT sales from CAIF only. ME406. 

SAVE
$100

© 2006 CDI & Invisible Fence, Inc.

R
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CANINE COLLEGE
 

“Let us Help Your Dog Earn a Masters in Obedience”
Est. 1993 •  Serving VA, MD, DC

540-364-2878 or 703-926-1158

BOARD TRAINING
IN THE COUNTRY

RELAX on your vacation
AND

Come back to a 
better behaved dog
GUARANTEED

Training, Problem Solving and 
Behavioral Management for Dogs of All Ages.

Please Call for Details

Never The Same Store Twice 

Consignments & Overstocks 
Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles, Housewares, 

Garden Stuff, Books, Jewelry, Clothing, and more! 
Open 7 Days  M-S 10-5 and Sunday 12-5 

Middleburg & Warrenton 
(540) 687-8800  (540) 349-0666 

LIZ is Back...
and no one is better!

Full Service Grooming Facilities . . .
A Day Spa for your “Best Friend”!

by appointment only 540.687.6144

Turn Your Deck Or Patio Into Paradise With
A Retractable Awning From Clark Associates

Instantly transform your deck 
or patio into your own personal 
paradise with a custom 
manufactured Sunair ® Retractable
Awning expertly installed by Clark 
Associates. You will enjoy full sun 
or shade and protection anytime 
you want it — Under your Sunair ®

Awning you can be as much as 
20° cooler! And with hundreds of 
decorator fabric choices, you will 
not only be able to keep cool in 
comfort, but also in a style that will be uniquely your own.

Call Today For Your FREE Estimate!

703.502.8545 Toll Free 1.877.280.7092

*Free Installation of a Sunair ® Retractable Awning!
Limited time offer. Present ad at time of estimate. Offer valid only with new awning purchase from Clark Associates.

Prior purchases or installations excluded. Not valid with any other offers, promotions or sales. ME406.

©
20

06
 C

A
IF

Visit us at www.AwningsByClark.comAwnings
by Clark Associates

FeaturingAwnings
by Clark Associates RETRACTABLE AWNINGS

committee to make the charitable 
distributions in support of preventing 
breast cancer.

The Cherry Blossom Breast 
Cancer Fund’s first fundraising so-
licitation will be mailed in February 
with its first public event scheduled in 
concert with the Middleburg Spring 
Races on April 21, 2007. Donations 
will be requested in return for atten-
dance at a tent on the hill for lunch 
and an exciting afternoon of racing.

“In 2008, we are planning a big-
ger event,” Atkins said, “to put us 
well on the way to achieving our first 
established financial goal. We be-
lieve, as our community joins with us 
in bringing donations to the Cherry 
Blossom Breast Cancer Fund in lov-
ing memory of those we have lost 
in the past, and in heartfelt hope for 
those we will save in the future, our 
ultimate goal of breast cancer pre-
vention will be the reality we achieve 
together.”

Donations to the Cherry Blossom 
Breast Cancer Fund will be grate-
fully accepted by check or charge 
card. Checks should be written to the 
Breast Cancer Fund/PCF and sent to 
Piedmont Community Foundation,  
PO Box 402, Middleburg, VA 20118.   
Call 540 687 5223  to make your gift 
via charge card.

For information about fund-
raising activities please contact Jim 
Atkins at 703 447 2302.

For information regarding fund 
administration please call Karen 
Krei at PCF,  540 687 5223. 

From Page 1

Breast 
Cancer 
Prevention 
Fund
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Longfield
Middleburg, Virginia

Built in 1986, stone house with slate and metal roof, 4
bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 3 fireplaces, hardwood floors, and
rear flagstone terraces, new heated pool and cabana, and
5-car garage. 96.73 gently rolling, mostly open acres with
mountain views. $3,900,000.

Putnams Mill
Orlean, Virginia

Traditional home surrounded by 2 acres of mature
landscaping located on a quiet gravel road. A charming
and immaculate home with light-filled rooms, front porch,
large rear deck, finished basement, garage and gardener’s
shed. $670,000.

Meadow View
Middleburg, Virginia

Minutes to Middleburg, protected location, 4 bedrooms, 3
baths, 5 fireplaces, screened rear porch. 3-stall barn with
tack room, 10 usable acres, 4 paddocks, new fencing, 200 x
150 riding ring. Lovely gardens, private setting. $1,200,000.

Araglin
Rectortown, Virginia

Originally known as the Seaton Store & Post Office in the
1800’s. Today this traditionally styled pre-Civil War stucco
farmhouse is a perfect country home, both elegant and
charming, with original floors, antique doors and windows
and two fireplaces. Great space for entertaining with two
large living rooms, covered porches, stone terraces, walls
surrounding professionally designed gardens and swimming
pool. Extensive plantings. $995,000.

Commercial Building
Middleburg, Virginia

Commercial or retail opportunity one-half block off the
main street in the village of Middleburg. Turn-key space
with parking and additional parking available in the adjacent
town parking lot. Would make a fine office or boutique.
$899,000.

P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588 
Metro (703) 478-1806 www.sheridanmacmahon.com

Brickland Yard
Delaplane, Virginia

Immaculate property on 20 acres in hunt country. Home is
completely updated with 2 master suites; one could be a
large home office and 3 additional bedrooms. New kitchen
and appliances, new baths, hardwood floors, extensive
custom trim and new windows throughout. Beautiful views
and large all weather deck for outdoor entertaining. Fenced
for horses with 2 run in sheds. $1,350,000.

Stone Ridge
Culpeper, Virginia

Fantastic views from "Stone Ridge" of Longley. 6 bedrooms,
5 1/2 baths, 3 fireplaces, all brick custom colonial  on 17
acres with tennis court, pond, and great potential, mature
landscaping, and large rooms. Gallery room added several
years ago. 4 car garage. $1,595,000.

Lots for Sale
Markham, Virginia

14 acres $515,000

8 acres in 2 parcels $400,000

Marshall, Virginia
10 acres $439,000

17 acres $549,000

Unison, Virginia
3 separate ten acre parcels $425,000-$450,000

Bluemont, Virginia
31.33 rolling ccres at the foot of the Blue Ridge, 

wooded and open ground, creek frontage, 
5 bedroom perc site $751,920

Kincheloe’s Store
Rectortown, Virginia

100+ years ago this was a small village store and today
the current owners have blended the old charm of 10'+
ceilings, oversized farmhouse windows, the large wrap
around porch and original floors with the modern
amenities everyone seeks. A recent addition includes a
large family room open to the gourmet kitchen with
custom cabinetry, granite counters and a professional
stove. The second floor holds a master bedroom, separate
bath and home office or studio area with exceptional views
from every window overlooking the Cobbler Mountains
and large back yard. $850,000.

All Improvements 
for Estates & Farms

VA Class A Contractor’s License

Office: 540-687-5803
Fax: 540-687-3574

Cell - Fernando: 540-454-4727

George Fletcher

Licensed
Insured

Excavating & Utilities
Roads • Clearing
Ponds • Grading
Hydro Seeding

Water & Gas Lines

ing able to work with a permanently 
appointed Town Manager, who would 
probably have been able to discuss the 
issues in a professional manner from a 
background of experience and educa-
tion.”

The former Town Administrator 
also speculates “that some on staff and, 
perhaps some on the Council itself, 
had an interest in making things look 
as bad as possible (and, in particular, 
making me look as bad as possible) to 
protect themselves in the aftermath of 
my termination.”

No Material Weaknesses?
In transmitting his final report to 

the Town Council, Jeff Mitchell noted 
that his audit, “ . . . noted no matters 
involving the internal control over 
financial reporting and its operation 
that we consider to be material weak-
nesses.”

A “material weakness,” he de-
fined as “ . . . a reportable condition in 
which the design or operation of one 
or more of the internal control compo-
nents does not reduce to a relatively 
low level the risks that misstatements 
in amounts that would be material in 
relation to the financial statements be-
ing audited may occur and not be de-
tected within a time period by employ-
ees in the normal course of performing 
their assigned duties.”

When asked how there could 
NOT be “material weaknesses” in a 

bookkeeping and control system that 
led Jeff Mitchell, a reputable, well-
trained, certified public accountant, 
not to mention a major national news-
paper, to conclude that the Town had 
possibly misspent bond funds, broken 
the law, and exceeded its budget by 
nearly $1 million, Mayor Davis re-
plied:

“Jeff’s engagement is to report 
what he finds in his examination of the 
Town’s books and his report was an 
accurate reflection of what he found.  
The fact that in retrospect, the Town 
has been able to shift how certain 
capital expenditures were classified, 
resulting in an improved result for our 
books, doesn’t render the auditor’s 
preliminary report inaccurate.”

Jeff Mitchell reported that he 
could follow the receipts and expendi-
tures of the Town and that they reflect-
ed that funds expended were expended 
for public purposes.  As a matter of ac-
counting, this may be consistent with 
concluding that there are not material 
weaknesses in the reporting.”

 “The auditor’s engagement,” 
Mayor Davis concluded, “does not 
extend to reporting on the adequacy 
of communications between the Town 
staff and its elected officials.  In the 
end, that is a conclusion the council 
must make.”

Other Problems Revealed in the 
Audit?

When asked about the changes in 
the Town’s cash balances and the ex-
cess spending documented in Mitch-
ell’s final audit, Mayor Davis replied, 
”I cannot explain why the fund bal-
ance declined or why all departments 
(other than Economic Development) 
went over budget other than to note 
that expenditures beyond budgeted 
funds were made.”

Asked why, she continued, “The 
council reviewed, revised and ap-
proved the budget brought to us by the 
Town Administrator, she reiterated.  I 
noted earlier that the receipt and com-
pleteness of financial reports became 
inconsistent in 2006.  This was also the 
time when we experienced essentially 
100% turnover of staff in the Town of-
fice, so I think there may have been a 
consensus that we needed to let new 
staff get their feet on the ground.”

Davis also continues to lay most 
of the blame for the Town’s financial 
condition on Mike Casey and, by im-
plication, former Mayor Tim Dimos, 
who chaired the Finance Committee 
after Davis’s resignation in the Spring 
of 2006. “The Town Administrator’s 
job is to execute the policies adopted 
by the council,” Davis noted. This 
critically includes executing and man-
aging the budget approved by the 
council.”

“At the Town Administrator’s 
recommendation, the council adopted 

financial management policies that 
added flexibility to his ability to shift 
funds to perceived needs while, we 
thought, requiring council oversight 
and approval of changes of signifi-
cance in the approved budget.  

“The Town Administrator did 
not seek supplemental appropriations 
or advise Council of the need to meet 
expenses beyond the contingencies in-
cluded in the approved budget.”

Mike Casey, as noted above, 
takes strong exception to Davis’s ac-
count and assignment of blame.

Public documents confirm that 
Council received reports of most, if 
not all the major expenses that, mis-
coded, led to Mitchell’s unfortunate 
“preliminary audit.”

Moreover, Casey insists, “I had 
developed a draft budget amendment 
which I planned to place before the Fi-
nance Committee as part of the “bud-
get clean up” action which Council 
had taken each of the previous two 
years at the close of the fiscal year . . . 

I did not present it to the Com-
mittee’s meeting in July because (1) 
the Council was still getting organized 
with its newly-elected members and 
(2) I was preoccupied with discussions 
with Mayor Davis and Vice Mayor 
Kirk about my tenure with the Town.”

Getting the Story to the Voters?
Given the enormous interest in the 

Town’s financial status, not only among 

citizens of Middleburg, but throughout 
the county and beyond, Mayor Davis 
was asked why neither the good news 
nor the bad news reflected in the final 
audit made it onto Thursday’s Council 
Agenda or into any of the Town Staff’s 
formal reports. 

“Jeff had already made his report 
at Council’s Monday Work Session,” 
Davis replied.

Currently there is no provision 
for citizens attending regular Coun-
cil meeting to ask questions and have 
them answered immediately and di-
rectly by members of the Council or 
Town Staff.

Asked if it might be a valuable 
idea to add to each month’s regular 
agenda a New England Style “Town 
Hall” session, in which the Council 
and Town staff respond directly to 
questions from the public, the Mayor 
replied:

“We’ve never had a request 
from our constituents to include such 
a session.  My experience is that our 
constituents generally make use of 
the public comment sections of our 
meetings, public hearings, committee 
meetings, Town Office business hours 
and, yes, even the idle time in line at 
the Post Office or Safeway to make 
their views known and get answers 
to questions. Middleburg is blessed to 
have such active involvement from its 
citizens and business leaders.”

From Page 27
Doubts and Woes
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THE VILLA

RASPBERRY HILL

Extraordinary English Manor house Approx.
100 acs. of mag. woodlands w/spectacular views
Superbly detailed w/top quality craftsmanship
14’ ceilings 5 FP’s Fab. grmt. kit. 37’x30’

“Grand Salon” Ideal for entertaining $4,750,000

P R O P E R T I E S  I N  H U N T  C O U N T R Y  

For further information regarding the properties above or for any of your property requirements please contact any of our qualified agents.  All inquiries shall be held in the strictest of confidence. 
Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice.  Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Donna Baker

Catherine Bernache
Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor
John Coles
Rein du Pont

Barrington Hall
Brian McGowan
Mary Ann McGowan

Alex Sharp
Linda Norris

Cricket Bedford

Phillip S. Thomas

Charming 2BR 1BA cottage on .2 acs. Stucco
Living Room Dining Room Oak flooring Loft
Stone fireplace Granite countertops Laundry/

mudroom Central air conditioning Covered
porch Perfect location for commuters     $449,000

BRENTON

1889 stone farm house on 129 acs. 4 BR, 2.5 BA
English basement 6 FPs Unique circular stairs
High ceilings Ornate carved mantels & HW flrs.
2-car garage 2 BR tenant house Two 10-stall

barns 9 fenced paddocks Stone walls $4,500,000

Elegant six bedroom inn on 4.29 ac. located in
quaint village of The Plains in the heart of famed
VA hunt country Profitable, turn-key operation
Price includes the business, property, improve-

ments and furnishings                       $1,550,000

WOLF SONG

Bluemont Very private mountain retreat on 19+/-
acres Custom built cedar home Wraparound porch-
es 2 bedrooms 2.5 baths Wide plank hardwood
flooring Great room with cathedral ceilings, wood-
stove Open floor plan                                 $575,000

MIDDLEBURG

Charming 2 or 3 BR home 1+ acs Split rail fenc-
ing Completely renovated & decorated w/impec-
cable taste Vaulted & beamed ceilings HW floors
New Kitchen & BAs Study & French doors from

the LR to a spacious new deck                 $549,000

Rare opportunity to own a country home for a
small investment Charming 2 Bedroom farm-
house on 2+/- acres in the historic village of
Millwood Walk to antique shops, Locke store,
and the Mill House has great potential $325,000

MILLWOOD COTTAGE

“ALL WAYS”

Elegant 6000 sf custom built English country
manor 9.79 acs. 4 BR 4.5 BA Fabulous stuc-
co residence constructed with superior quality &
stunning architectural detail inside & out A
beautiful 2BR/2.5BA guest cottage    $2,950,000

Historic stone/stucco Federal residence c1800
Meticulously restored & beaut. dec. in heart of

Village Fr. drs from LR & Bkfst. Rm open to gor-
geous grdns Mster Ste. w/sitting room Gourmet
kit. FP’d study & DR Sep. apt/office $1,295,000

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
Member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Historic Real Estate Program

MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20118
TELEPHONE: 540-687-6500 METRO: 703-478-8180

ALL OF OUR AGENTS ARE MEMBERS OF THE P.E.C. AND THE GOOSE CREEK ASSOCIATION

WWW.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

BED & BREAKFAST MIDDLEBURG HOUSE

www.mbecc.com


