
Daniel Morrow

After a 90-minute, closed-door, 
work session on Monday, April 
23, the Middleburg Town Council 
voted 4-2 in favor of Salamander 

Development’s demand that it be allowed 
to build an inn with 168 guest rooms on the 
corporation’s recently annexed town prop-
erty.  

Technically, the Council ordered Town 
Administrator, Jerry Schiro and Town Attor-
ney, Liz Whiting, to work with Salamander 
to draft the necessary amendments to exist-
ing agreements to allow the 168 room inn.  

The Council further ordered that the 
amendments be ready for approval by Coun-
cil in two weeks.

If the four-vote pro-Salamander coali-
tion holds, formal approval of the larger inn 
could come as soon as May 7.

Council’s vote follows a surprise March 
announcement by Salamander indicating 
that cost increases of nearly 40% made the 
originally-approved 120-room inn “truly un-
feasible” financially, putting future tax and 
fee revenues, and a new $5 million dollar 
waste water treatment plant at risk.

Voting in favor of the new plan were 

veteran Council member Eura Lewis, and the 
three newest members, Lisa Patterson, Karen 
Robinson, and Trowbridge Littleton. 

Patterson had pressed for an early vote at 
a Council Work Session late last week, citing 
the negative effects on ongoing uncertainty 
about the future of the Salamander project.

Littleton, quantified the uncertainty, not-
ing that every month’s delay in opening the 
inn costs the Town a minimum of $100,000. 

Darlene Kirk, and Mark Snyder opposed 
the motion.  Both had been supportive of 
plans to build the smaller, 120-room facility.  
Kirk has consistently branded Salamander’s 
non-negotiable 168-room requirement as 
a breach of faith.  Snyder has insisted that 
Council is not receiving a fair return on the 
value of its new concessions to Salamander.

Catherine (“Bundles”) Murdock, the sole 
opponent of the town’s original Memoran-
dum of Understanding with Salamander still 
serving on council, was on vacation when 
the critical vote was taken.  By email from 
Switzerland she told the Eccentric, “ I am 
still opposed to the “resort” and would have 
preferred a small 20-40 room inn.    Though 
she indicated that she was “prepared to work 
on the approved 120-room Memorandum of 
Understanding and make the best of it for 

Middleburg Go Green is an ad hoc com-
mittee that was formed after a resolu-
tion was passed by the Town Council on 
March 8, 2007 to address environmen-

tal issues.  The resolution stated that the Middleburg 
Town Council endorses the concept of sustainability 
and authorizes the formation of an ad hoc committee 
to complete an environmental assessment, increase 
community awareness of the importance of sustain-
ability and develop recommendations for sustain-
ability goals and action plans.

 The major emphasis initially will be to encour-
age each of us to look at how we are using our natu-
ral resources; and seek ways in which we can work 
together as a town to make a positive impact.  Most 
of the issues will involve activities 
we do everyday.  We will start to 
become more aware of how our 
actions do impact and are inter-
connected with our environment, 
we will start to question and hope-
fully change how we do some of 
the everyday things in our lives. 

 The fi rst issue for Middleburg 

Go Green is being addressed world wide, replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with compact fl uorescent 
bulbs (CFL’s).  Every home within the Middleburg 
Town limits will receive on April 17, 2007, eight 
CLF’s, which have been donated by the Clean Power 
Foundation based in Middleburg. The CFL’s save 
the consumer money, since they use approx. 75% 
less energy in addition to lasting from 7-10 years. 
The impact that the eight bulbs installed in the most 
frequently used fi xtures, of the homes in our town, 
will be equivalent to removing 221 cars per year 
from the road while creating a net lifecycle savings 
of $223,796.00.  These bulbs are 100% recyclable 
and we are looking into the best way for this to be 
accomplished.  At this time the nearest bulb crusher 
is close to Baltimore.  Hopefully, by the time these 
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For Hollywood movies 
there are the Oscars. 
For television drama, 

news, and sports, there are 
the Emmys. For the best lo-
cal TV and fi nest video and 
fi lm productions there are the 
Telly Awards.

Legacy of the White 
Eagle, a new documentary 
about World War II writ-
ten in Middleburg and pro-
duced at LightYear Studios in 
Leesburg, has just won three 
of these highly respected na-
tional awards.

This documentary tells 
the story of resistance to the 
German Army after the oc-
cupation of Poland in 1939 
and the subsequent Warsaw 
Uprising, through the memo-

ries of former Middleburg 
architect, Julian Kulski, who 
participated in the war as a 
young teenage soldier in the 
Polish Underground Army. 
This unique documentary 
contains some never before 
seen footage. 

The 45-minute docu-
mentary, based entirely on the 
book by Dr. Kulski, was pro-
duced and directed by Sam 
Rotolo at LightYear Studios 
in Leesburg. Kim Hart, of 
Middleburg, is the Executive 
Producer. Hill School student 
Dylan Bosserman narrates 
portions of the documentary 
as the voice of the young Ju-
lian Kulski.

The awards received 
were:

• Silver Award  (1st 
Place) for Documentary Cin-
ematography;

• Bronze Award (2nd 
Place) for Documentary Suit-
able for Broadcast; and

• Bronze Award for Doc-
umentary Suitable for Educa-
tion.

Cathy Gorn, Executive 
Director of National History 
Day, who are both sponsor-
ing the project and distribut-
ing the book and DVD said, 
“Legacy of the White Eagle 
is about growing up during a 
time of great upheaval, a time 
when circumstances required 
young people to become 
adults and fi nd the maturity 
to take on responsibilities 
beyond those of an average 

high school student. Julian’s 
story inspires and teaches us 
about courage, determina-
tion, personal strength, and 
the meaning of freedom. And 
it reminds us why the study 
of history is so important.”

When asked about re-
ceiving the Telly awards, pro-
ducer Kim Hart said, “Julian 
wrote a fabulous book and 
Sam Rotolo has brought it to 
life in the documentary. I’m 
thrilled that the awards jury 
has confi rmed how good both 
of them are.”

The book and DVD are 
available at Books & Cran-
nies in Middleburg and on 
line at the National History 
Day website: www.nhd.org.
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News of Note
Legacy of The White Eagle Wins National Awards
World War II Documentary Shines Spotlight on Local Talent

28th Annual Telly Award 
given to Legacy of the White 
Eagle written in Middleburg 
and produced in Leesburg.

Garden Club Clears the Way Arbor Day Celebrated

Kathy Fisher, Kathy Ribaudo, Claudia Dornin, Susan McCaskey, Kari 
Kowalski, Pat Reid, Ken Reid, Row 2: Mabel walsh, Rebecca Poston, Joey 
Snider, Bob Dornin, Betsy Davis, Mike Kowalski, Andrew Thomas, Alex 
Harris and Pat Mcilvaine

The 2007 Arbor Day Celebration was 
held on Saturday, April 21 on South 
Pendleton Street.  Middleburg has, 
for the sixth year, been named a Tree 

City USA by The National Arbor Day Foun-
dation to honor its commitment to its commu-
nity forest.  Bret Robinson, Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry,  presentated the award to 
Mayor Betsy Davis as part of the Arbor Day 
Celebration.  This year’s celebration includes 
the kick off of Middleburg Beautifi cation and 
Preservation, Inc.’s South Pendleton Street 
Connector Project. The project is designed 
to complete the effort initiated by The Hill 
School and the Town of Middleburg several 
years ago to link the school community to 
the town and provide pedestrian access to the 
campus walking trails.

Mayor Davis  presented awards to this 
year’s Arbor Day Poster Contest Winners. 
The theme for the contest was “Our Roots Are 
Here in Loudoun” and over 180 kindergarten 
through sixth grade students from Middleburg 
Elementary and The Hill School participated. 

Tucker Graves, 2nd Grade, 
Middleburg Elementary

By grooming and clearing the stream that runs under the footbridge on the way to Hill 
School. Dedicated gardeners include:  The Results: 20 bags of litter, 3 truckloads of 
brush, 1 truckload of large debris, A cold, wet, dirty crew, a cold, wet, clean stream.
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News of Note

New generations of pre-school 
rock and roll afi cionados will 
owe their familiarity with 
the words and music to two 

brilliant professionals who met on a 
country lane in Middleburg, Virginia.  
Their creation, Monty the Mini Mas-
ter, is being welcomed by children and 
parents alike as the ideal sing-along 
companion for households with young 
families in early test markets.

Eleanor Kuhl, who for years 
worked closely with Dave Matthews 
Band and directed projects for Music 
today in Charlottesville, had moved to 
Leith Lane in Middleburg.  Two-and-
a-half years ago, she walked up the 
lane to meet her new neighbors, Geoff 
and Linda Huntington.

Linda, a New Yorker who had 
worked in the music business in 
Southern California since 1978, had 
been ready to get back to the East 
Coast and when her husband was re-
cruited for a position in the Washing-
ton, D.C. area, they were delighted to 
fi nd a home they loved on Leith Lane.  
Although she was still developing tal-
ent for Emerald Forest Entertainment, 
she, too, was looking for something 
new to do.

The rest of the Monty the Mini 
Master story is rapidly becoming the 
history of a fabulous, entrepreneurial 
idea founded on a serendipitous meet-
ing of two perfectly matched profes-
sionals.  That meeting led to the foun-
dation of 3 Leith Records,  and to the 
creation of a delightful animated char-
acter, Monty the Mini Master who is 
being introduced to the market slowly 
in a carefully planned grass roots 
strategy.

Listening to the founders describe 
how their property will be marketed 
parallels conversations in Fortune 
Fifty boardrooms.   Their experience 
on both sides of the music industry has 
allowed them to create an impeccable 
positioning plan that they are rolling 
out intelligently and to the enthusias-
tic applause of toddlers and parents 

alike.
The origin of the idea has all the 

characteristics of classic response to a 
personal need.

“I have to admit that I was get-
ting really tired of “Baa Baa Black 
Sheep,” said Eleanor, laughing.  “My 
children, Beach, who’s two-and-a-
half, and Sarah, who’s one-and-a-half, 
love music, but I spent hours search-
ing the children’s music section of big 
box stores without fi nding anything 
they could play that I would enjoy as 
well.”

“I had a lot of ideas about what 
kind of music I’d like to have for my 
kids, and enough experience in the 
music business to know what I wanted 
was absolutely possible to produce, 
but not enough experience in all as-
pects of the business to be confi dent 
that I had the network and the exper-
tise to create a success.”

Linda, of course, had precisely 
the network, expertise and enthusiasm 
to provide all the missing pieces.

“I couldn’t believe it when Elea-
nor began to tell me about her idea for 
a new music series for children that 
parents would also love,” Linda con-
tinued.  

“When she told me how frustrat-
ed she was with the music selections 
available for children, I understood 
immediately what she was talking 
about.  We were a perfect team.  Elea-
nor had a brilliant idea and I knew how 
to create the music!  Then, together we 
knew how to build a market introduc-
tion plan that would grow naturally 
and successfully into a multi-platform 
portfolio for many media outlets.”

Monty, illustrated here, is a de-
lightfully childlike fellow who loves 
to play all instruments and wants all 
his listeners to join him in his ‘Tune 
Room” and learn to play music as well 
as sing along.  His repertoire already 
includes a full spectrum of memorable 
music young parents and grandparents 
will love.  A few of the CD titles in-
clude “I Love Rock and Roll,” “Shake 

it Up,” “Jump,” “Dreams,” and more.  
The fi rst objective was to turn the 

idea into a character who could pro-
vide the brand and introductions to 
children to the music.  That step was 
simple,  the character of Monty was 
created in the fi rst round of drawings.

“We were so lucky to work with 
two amazing creative talents, Peter 
Bunetta and Rick Chudacoff, who pro-
duce the music for us,” Linda said.

Bunetta and Chudacoff are full 
partners in the music component of 
the Monty property.  

“We license all the songs and 
Peter and Rick treat them with child-
like contexts that make them perfect 
for toddlers,” Eleanor explained.  
“They’re absolutely amazing,  I defy 
anyone not to want to sing along with 
Monty!”

Linda and Eleanor are executive 
producers of the music and own the 
Monty character.  

They tested Monty and his music 
on all their friends and family until 
they were happy they had the right 
mix of music style for toddlers, and 
they really went to work.

With the kind and generous help 
of Bridget Wilson, at The Magic 
Wardrobe in Middleburg, they intro-
duced the fi rst CD and were astound-
ed at the rapid and positive response 
from parents.

“We had no idea how much de-
mand there would be for music par-
ents and toddlers could enjoy togeth-
er,” Linda said.  “We were honestly 
thrilled that the demand justifi ed our 
own enthusiasm and we are racing to 
build the brand out carefully across 
the entire market spectrum before 
we move Monty to television and ap-
parel.”

“There is an enormous market 
right now for truly creative children’s 
products,”

Eleanor explained.  “We just want 
to be certain Monty has a secure audi-
ence and consistent demand before we 
go big.”

Toddlers and Parents Rock On with Monty the Mini Master
Local Entrepreneurs Turn Brilliant Idea into Well Orchestrated Market Success

bulbs start to burn out we will have 
one closer to home.

 CFL’s are available in different 
shapes and colors; some are made for 
dimmers, 3 way switches and out-
side fi xtures. Middleburg Millwork 
is looking to increase it’s selection 
of CFL’s and would like to hear from 
you regarding which of the bulbs 
you would like for them to stock.  At 
the Millwork you can contact Cindy 
Wines at 687-6318. 

The next issue for Middleburg 
Go Green is recycling. The CFL’s 
will be delivered in canvas bags that 
have been donated by The American 
Water Resources Association based in 

Middleburg.  The bags are to encour-
age us to start using reusable bags for 
our shopping in lieu of plastic bags.  
More information regarding the tre-
mendous impact the thin little gro-
cery bags and other plastic bags have 
on our environment will be in next 
months Eccentric. 

Our next meeting will be at the 
Middleburg Town Offi ce on Wednes-
day, May 2, 2007 at 9:00 a.m., we 
encourage you to join us. If you have 
an issue that you would like to see 
addressed by Middleburg Go Green, 
please write a note to:  Middleburg Go 
Green, P.O. Box  703, Middleburg, 
VA  20118-0703.

Middleburg Goes Green
From Page 1

Chandler Van Voorhis, Ken Reid and Carey Crane

Both partners are personally in-
troducing Monty to retail outlets up 
and down the Eastern and Southern 
markets.  Recently, Eleanor and her 
family moved to Charleston, South 
Carolina, so she’s responsible for that 
segment of the market and Linda is 
loading Monty’s CD’s into her car to 
introduce him in Baltimore, Washing-
ton, D.C. and New York.

“Our website, www.minimas-
termusic.com  has already created an 
audience,” Linda elaborated, and we 
will very shortly be available at Ama-
zon.  And “Right now, we have an art-
ist who needs to be heard!”

Both partners hope that Monty 
will become a personality who is a 
household name, a member of many 
families who want to have fun with 

their children in Monty’s Tune Room.
Priced at $12.99 in retail outlets, 

Monty’s CD’s offer real value and im-
mense pleasure to parents who, from 
time to time,  want to listen the The 
Police rather than Baa Baa Black 
Sheep.

Monty’s CD’s are available at 
The Magic Wardrobe, __108 Wash-
ington street, Middleburg, VA  and at 
www.minimastermusic.com

It has become quite apparent to me 
in the past several weeks since the 
eye opening news of Walter Reed 
has spread, that no matter the age, 

gender, war, rank, or military affi lia-
tion, all veterans and active duty ser-
vice personnel share a common thread 
of respect and concern for one another.

I have served California veterans 
for more than thirty years in a facility 
that is “home” to more than 1,000 vet-
erans who range from 50 to 100 years of 
age . This Home has been in existence 
for 123 years and has provided veter-
ans from several wars a wide range of 
services. Approximately 700 residents 
live in independent settings while the 
others live in long-term care environ-
ments. A full-service pharmacy, labora-
tory, radiology, urgent care, rehab, and 
many clinic services are onsite. The 
veterans have access to their primary 
care physicians and are provided trans-
portation to offsite medical appoint-
ments as needed. There is a cemetery 
on the grounds that provides the fi nal 
resting place for veterans that served 
in many wars dating as far back as the 
Spanish American and Civil Wars.

Many people, including the me-
dia, are under the misconception that 
the Veteran’s Homes of California are 
run by the Federal VA, and are quite 
surprised to learn that they are State 
facilities. There are currently three 
California State Veteran’s Homes with 
a plan to open several more in the fu-
ture. Although these Homes are run by 
the California Department of Veterans 
Affairs, many veterans require the ser-
vices of Federal VA Hospitals for vari-
ous procedures and services that cannot 
be provided at the Homes.

Since the Walter Reed “revela-
tions” surfaced, all facilities providing 
care for veterans have been scrutinized 
regardless of their funding entities. 

There have been many different 
reactions from the veterans here rang-
ing from anger and disgust, to sadness 
and concern. In addition, many fi nd 
themselves re-living experiences of 
disbelief that after risking life and limb 

for their country, they have returned to 
less than acceptable conditions, opin-
ions, and loopholes. The Viet Nam Vet-
erans, understandably, seem to be the 
most vocal about their feelings. Many 
of the employees at this facility are 
also veterans and have been quite open 
with sharing their concern for fellow 
veterans following articles surround-
ing the shocking conditions at Walter 
Reed.  Whether resident or employee, 
all share hope that the “discoveries” 
will lead to improvement and change 
in a fl awed system. What has been a 
general theme of discussion however, 
regardless of old, worn buildings, and 
occasional negative press, is the feeling 
that most residents, and their families, 
at this facility are thankful to call this 
“Old Soldiers Home” their home. Be-
low is a recent letter to the local news-
paper:   

Getting the best at Vets Home
NAPA Valley Register -- Letters to 

the Editor,  Monday, March 19, 2007
Dear editor, My mother, Lisette K. 

Bannister, who passed away on Jan. 11, 
was a veteran of World War II — an 
army nurse in the Pacifi c Theater.

She was stricken with Alzheim-
er’s disease nearly 20 years ago and 
spent the last 11 years as a resident 
of the Veterans Home of California at 
Yountville.

I want to be sure that all VA hospi-
tals not be judged by the recent disgrace 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
My mother had 17 years of the most 
devoted, professional and loving care 
imaginable at the Vets Home. Although 
somewhat dated when she was admit-
ted, there has been ongoing renovation 
and the facilities are modern and spot-
less. The amazing staff is well trained 
and provides the highest level of care 
for the 1,200 residents of the facility.

My family has been so moved 
by the care provided our mother that 
we’ve set up a scholarship fund for 
the children of the staff (Vets Home of 
Yountville Scholarship Fund, PO Box 
812, Capitola, CA 95073). Our veter-
ans deserve the best and are certainly 

getting it at the Veterans Home of Cali-
fornia, Yountville.

Mary Bannister / Watsonville
As much as our veterans appreci-

ate what we do for them, we appreci-
ate even more the sacrifi ce they, and 
those who didn’t make it home, made 
in order for us to be able to serve them. 
The reality is the soldiers that make it 
home, no matter the location or type 
of veteran’s facility, deserve the best 
support and treatment this country can 
provide them. It’s the least we can do to 
thank them for their service and assure 
them that “Support Our Troops” is not 
a meaningless slogan.  

Katrina Ferguson SRN
Utilzation Management, MDS
California Verteran’s Home
Yountville, California

A Common Thread

Kick Off Rally for 
Mike George, 
Loudoun Sheriff 
Candidate

Mike George, a 27-year resident 
of Loudoun County who has 
over 22 years of combined 
law enforcement experience, 

will meet Loudoun citizens at a campaign 
kick off rally from 3 to 5 p.m. April 29th at 
the Vintage 50 Restaurant in Leesburg.  

George, who developed and super-
vised the fi rst full-time gang unit in the 
Fairfax County Police Department, is a 
recognized authority on criminal gangs 
and is supported by Senator Mark Herring, 
Senator Creigh Deeds and Delegate David 
Poisson according to Chris Jones, George’s 
campaign event director.

Events to meet the candidate are 
planned across Loudoun County.  For infor-
mation, please visit www.georgeforsheriff.
com.
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News of Note

Frederick Lionel Spencer, Ju-
nior would have been 
thrilled with the 
beautiful spring 

weather that began to 
break through just as he 
died.  The exquisite 360-
degree views from his 
and his wife, Molly’s, 
home at Tip Top were 
greening up beauti-
fully, the dogs were 
shaking off their 
winter coats, the 
birds were tuning 
up in every tree, 
and the projects 
he planned to 
begin, com-
plete or con-
tinue were every-
where in evidence.

Taken as quickly as he 
moved through life, Fred Spencer left 
a legacy of friends and colleagues who 
loved him dearly, and a legend that 
will live forever in the annals of the 
Renaissance man.

“He was my best and most exas-
perating friend,” reminisced his broth-
er-in-law and University of Virginia 
fraternity brother Hunter de Butts.  
“The de Butts family is a very big or-
ganization, but Fred quickly became a 
very big part of it.”

His three daughters,  Custis Glov-
er of Rye, New York, Martha Burke of 
Upperville, Virginia and Anne Zaple-
tal of New Milford, Connecticut have 
closed ranks for a while at Tip Top 
with their mother, Molly. 

“He was always spontaneous,” 
Custis and Martha remembered.  
“From when we were little, when he 
would organize us into a marching 
band with pots and pans before din-

ner, to the many lessons he gave us in 
everything from “beagling” to swim-
ming, to singing, to skiing, to run-

ning, to tennis, to sailing and 
so much more, he was 

never in need 
of some-

t h i n g 
to teach us or 
something to do.”

Fred Spencer, well loved by all 
who knew him, was a man on a mis-
sion to get as much done in his life as 
humanly possible.  According to those 
who knew him best, he got very close 
to his goal.

Through his marriage, he 
was related to almost everyone in 
Upperville and, although he consid-
ered Middleburg ‘the big city,’ he was 
a friend of and to almost everyone in 
town.  

Franny Crawford wrote in her 
remembrance of Fred that, although 
Molly’s parents might have worried 
about her marrying such an impetu-
ous, creative and brash young man,  
they embraced his “creativity” with 

understanding and love.
“….Of all the many loves of 

Fred’s life, Molly was his greatest,” 
she continued.  “How many were the 
times Molly’s radiant smile would 
follow him, no matter where….. She 
lifted him up and gave him permission 
and encouragement to be the quirky 
and interesting man he was.”

The accident that took Fred’s 
life was not his fi rst serious ac-
cident.   When he was hit by 

lightening standing on the run-
ning board of his 1948 Woodie, 

he was thrown 20 feet.  His wry 
smile was the result of a tractor that 

tipped over crushing his cheekbone 
while he was building his pond.  He 

rapidly ensured the demise of 
two of Molly’s new cars, 
one after he ran over 
a piece of 
concre te 
rubble on 
interstate 
81, and the 
other when 
he forget to 
set the emer-
gency brake 
when he parked 
on a steep em-
bankment and 
rushed off to a 
party.

Fred was born 
in Chicago, attended 
high school in Colo-
rado, and attended the 
University of Virginia 
where he met Molly 
through her brothers.  
They were engaged while 
he served in Korea.  They 
married in 1955 and moved 
to Everett, Washington where Fred 

had a job in the lumber business.  He 
started at entry level on the river pol-
ing logs to the mills, and he moved up 
from there. 

“He loved wood,” said his daugh-
ter Anne.  “He was always build-
ing something or fi nding a log he 
couldn’t resist for a new project.  
He was a painter, and had just be-
gun taking watercolor lessons be-
cause he said he “…had a lot to 
learn.”

He and Molly lived on her 
parents’ farm while they were 
building Tip Top, an astound-
ingly beautiful stone and tim-
ber crown on the very top of 

a hill surrounded 
by breathtakingly 
beautiful Vir-
ginia country-
side.

T h e 
home is 
f i l l e d 
w i t h 
light and 
art and cosmo-
politan treasures.  
Evidence of 
Fred’s passions 
is everywhere.  
Silver framed 
photos of 
myriad en-
deavor, with 
his chil-
dren, his 
grandchil-

dren, his 
dogs, his friends 

and, everywhere, with 
Molly. 

“He loved the countryside, the 
light, nature and all the fl ora and fauna.  
He loved the different seasons, but he 

didn’t really enjoy the depth of win-
ter,” Martha said.  “That’s when 

he wanted to travel to 
some beautiful, 

sunny 

spot in the 
islands.”

Gloria Armfi eld of Middleburg 
met Fred in the mid-70’s when he re-
stored her barn.  “He was exception-
ally kind,” she said, “our families had 
been going to the beach together for 
over 20 year.

He got me started in my real es-
tate career and was enthusiastic about 
everyone  he knew and everything he 
started.”

Fred loved to travel, and visited 
many corners of the world with Molly.  
Lisa Patterson of Middleburg remem-
bers walking up the steps of the Paris 
Opera with her husband, Tom, and 

Bon Voyage, Fred Spencer.  We Loved You Well.

meet-
i n g 
F r e d 
a n d 
M o l l y 
coming 
down. 

“He learned to ski in Colorado, 
and he was a very good skier,” Custis 
continued. 

“He had mastered moguling on 
his trip to Canada this winter,” Anne 
added. 

“ Y e s , ” 
M a r t h a 
laughed.  “He 
was very 
proud of that.”

In addi-
tion to being 
a mountain 
climber, in all 
senses, Fred 
was an active 
member of the 
M i d d l e b u rg 
Players, the 
F a u q u i e r 
Philosophical 
Society (aka 
poker night or 
the Red Chip 
Society) and 
many choral 
groups, he 
was a poet.

“ W e 
found folders full of poetry he’d writ-
ten,” said Custis.  “And fi les and fi les 
of poems on his computer.”  

Among his many spiritual 
endeavors, Fred was one of Trin-
ity Church’s “Mens Flower Guild” a 
group of artistic gentlemen who cre-
ated arrangements for the Church on 
Sunday’s and special occasions.  

Franny recounts a moment when 
Fred was working on an arrangement 
of a Sunday service when Bishop 

Townsend came by to talk a 
look.  The arrangement was 
in the shape of a cross, and, 
in typical fashion, Fred had 
used a piece of log he found 
in the Church yard to form 
part of the design.  When 
the Bishop queried the 
arrangement, Fred care-
fully explained that it 
represented the Father, 
the Son and the Holy 
Post.

And, Fred kept 
lists.  To-do lists or-
ganized into “This 
Week, This Year, 
In Five Years, 
and “In Twenty 
Years.”  Among 

the many things 
he intended to get done, 

one stood out:  “Make more 
friends” . . . an action item that Fred 
Spencer had already done very, very 
well.

Fred was buried in his “Ice Cream 
Suit” just as he instructed, a creamy 
vanilla plaid outfi t he dearly loved, 
and that his children found pressed 
and stored in a box labeled “Open in 

Case of 
Emergen-
cy.”  

T y -
ler Gore, 
a good 
friend who 
owns the 
R o y s t o n 
F u n e r a l 
H o m e , 
made him 
a hansome 
pine box 
just like 
the one 
Fred and 
is sister, 
G e o rg i a , 
and his 
c o u s i n , 
F r a n n y 
had made 
for Fred’s 
mother. As 
a token of 

thanks for his kindness, Molly gave 
Tyler Fred’s musical instrument of 
choice, his beloved one-string “Gut 
Bucket,” that Fred had played with 
such pleasure when he and Tyler were 
on stage with the Middleburg Play-
ers.

Chance, Fred’s last dog, is still 
searching for him.  Without question, 
he’s not alone.

The New Day Feel
Of course you know the feeling.

When the day has just begun.
When thoughts abound around you

And goals are yet undone.
What a nice thing the Lord gave us-
For these times, they are the best.

What will you accomplish
Before you lay down and rest?
So do not waste them, Brother.

Do not let them slip away.
For you may not have another

...New Day.
FLS 6/12/01
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News of Note

the town, the residents, and the 
shops,” her reactions to the lat-
est Council decision remain un-
known.

Mayor Betsy Davis, who can 
vote only to break ties on the 7-
person town council, has consis-
tently favored negotiating with 
Salamander for what she consid-
ers “the best long-term interests 
of the town.”  

Late last week, Town Ad-
ministrator Jerry Schiro’s work-
session review of the pros and 
cons of approval, leaned heavily 
toward the former.  “In a nut-
shell,” he said, “if not Salaman-

der, then what?  
According to Schiro, “The 

Town of Middleburg is at a 
crossroads.” The town, he said, 
simply could not “continue to 
deliver the levels of service that 
our residents have come to ex-
pect without additional revenues 
. . . and there are few sources for 
additional revenue.”  

More Tax and Fee Hikes? 
One approach, Schiro admitted, 
would be to increase tax rates 
and user fees.  

“But recent analysis of the 
utility budget (alone) shows that 
despite a 10% increase in the 

utility fees in December 2006, 
significant deficits are projected 
at the end of the current budget 
year.”  

Restructuring the Town’s 
existing debt would create a near 
term benefit in Fiscal Year 2008, 
he continued, but from Fiscal 
Year 2009 through 2015 utility 
rates would have to be increased 
roughly 6% per year to meet 
increased operational costs, an-
nual debt service, and deferred 
maintenance costs. 

Even then, Schiro noted,  his 
bleak projections did not take 
into account any unforeseen cat-
astrophic repairs to the town’s 
utility systems, nor provide for 
any growth.

Salamander?
A second option, and in 

Schiro’s opinion “a more salable 
one,” was to expand the town’s 
customer base thereby diluting 
the per capita cost for services.  

In his view, “ . . . a five-star 
resort of the caliber proposed by 
Salamander would be an excel-
lent means of accomplishing 
such an expansion.”

“Compared to more typical 
residential users,” Schiro noted,  
“Spa users would place few ad-
ditional demands on Town ser-
vices. “ 

“And, to offset the demands 
the project will place on the 
Town’s infrastructure, Salaman-
der has already agreed to fund 
over 5 million dollars in capital 
improvements to the town’s util-
ity system.”  

That, he said, would virtu-
ally “eliminate the need for the 
town to incur additional debt in 
the near future.”

In addition to the positive 
effects of a new Salamander deal 
on the town’s utility system, he 
continued, “the Spa  would 
also bring additional revenues 
into the Town’s general fund, 
through taxes paid on  meals and 
occupancy.”  

“Salamander’s marketing 
presence and proximity to the 
Middleburg retail district is also 
anticipated to have a positive af-
fect on the Town’s business envi-
ronment.” That, he said, “trans-
lates into increased tax revenues 
from the business community 
and stabilizes the residential tax 
burden.”

Unanimous approval of  a 
“tree removal request” on the 
Salamander property and a 6-1 
vote in favor of a  critical amend-
ment to the town’s Comprehen-
sive Plan telegraphed Monday’s 
action for many keen observers 
of the Salamander project.  

On April 12, after receiving 
promises that Salamander would 
move as many large trees as pos-
sible, and plant many more than 
would be destroyed, the council 
voted to allow the removal of 
all trees “over 18 inches in cali-
per from the limits of clearing 
and grading on the Salamander 
tract.”  

With Mark Snyder as the 
only dissenter, Council also 
agreed to amend portions of 
its Comprehensive Plan to fit 
the requirements of its original 
agreement with Salamander, and 
to add a new chapter and map, 

Let’s Dance...
From Page 1

Dominion Files with 
SCC for Power Towers

Dominion Energy has fi led 
with the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission 
{SCC} to request permis-

sion to construct a 65-mile line of 
high-voltage power towers through 
Warren, Rappahannock, Culpep-
per, Fauquier, Prince William and 
Loudoun Counties along the existing 
transmission line rights-of-way.  An 
alternate route is included in the ap-
plication that parallels Interstate 66.

When public hearings are sched-
uled by the SCC,  Dominion is re-
quired to publish that public hearing 
schedule in local newspapers.  

A report including testimony at 

the public hearings will then be sub-
mitted to three SCC commissioners 
who will decide the fate of the pro-
posed power towers.

The application is available now 
on Dominion’s website and will soon 
be available on the SCC website.  
Public hearing dates will be posted 
online at www.NoPowerTowers.org 
and at www.EnergyPolicies.org.

To register your opinion on 
Dominion’s proposed power towers, 
please address your opinion to State 
Corporation Commission, PO Box 
1197, Richmond, Virginia 23218; 
Telephone 800 552 7945.

Continued Page 24
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In the aftermath of the shock of the Virginia Tech shootings, everyone 
seeks a place to lay the blame.   Search no further. We all own at least a share 
of this horrifying responsibility.

Every parent, every teacher, every student, every administrator, every 
citizen who allows any child to be ostracized, shunned, or ignored by a 
social structure driven by cliques and the adolescent cruelty that marks the 
popularity contests rife within of our educational institutions . . . all of us 
must look no farther than the mirror to find the face of indifference that 
helped intensify the fear, mortification and exclusion Seung-Hui Cho ex-
perienced.

South Koreans interviewed by the Washington Post indicated that, early 
in his life, Seung-Hui’s mother feared he was autistic, but his parents did 
not seek help.

Instead they focused on their brilliant daughter who was so isolated 
herself that her peers at Princeton did not even know she had a younger 
brother.  

South Koreans have a description for what they call the “1.5 genera-
tion,” children born in South Korea and raised in the United States but lost 
in and to both cultures.

Peers teased and tormented the withdrawn, troubled, depressed stu-
dent.

In high school, they offered a dollar for every word he spoke, but he 
spoke no words.  Not to his peers, not to his teachers, not to anyone.  At 
Virginia Tech, students didn’t go to class because his writing “frightened” 
them.  Girls reported him to police for emails or advances, but would not 
press charges. So, Seung-Hui continued along, alone on his path to an inex-
cusable crime of immense proportions to ensure that his agony as an outcast 
was included in the public record.

Lucinda Roy, his English tutor, encouraged counseling, warned Virginia 
Tech officials, described him as “extraordinarily lonely,” but nothing was 
done because the rules were in the way.  Although he was detained by police, 
admitted to and released from mental institutions, and spent his days writing 
twisted, profane, violent plays that he read in class, he was left alone to dive 
more deeply into a cesspool of hate and depression.

In Middleburg, we know all about how to ostracize children. It starts 
when they begin pre-school and it continues all year, every year until the 
lines are so clearly drawn that the children who are not accepted by the 
cliques obsess about not being popular and weep quietly in their rooms be-
cause they are not good enough to be accepted by the ruling class.

Orwell was right.  Children will become monsters if we don’t pay close 
attention and raise them well.  Every child should feel included.  Differences 
should be applauded.   Camaraderie, fair play and diversity must be encour-
aged at all costs. 

Or, we will welcome our children to a world of fear and rage that is sur-
facing on our college campuses but that dawned when they were very young 
and no one seemed to notice.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the Editor. Let-
ters must be signed and include writer’s name, address and daytime phone 
number. Please submit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. Box 1768, 
Middleburg VA 20118

Editor’s Desk
A Silent Scream for Help

Red vs Blue

Mark Tate - (R)

This week the Com-
monwealth was rocked to 
its core by a horrific event 
at Virginia Tech. Like 
many of you, my thoughts 
and prayers go out to the 
families of those students 
who lost their lives or 
were injured by this sense-
less act of cruelty.

Governor Kaine has 
declared today a statewide 
day of mourning. He also 
has urged communities in 
Virginia to conduct simul-
taneous ceremonies and 
participate in prayer ser-
vices, beginning with the 
ringing of bells at noon.

With a tragedy of this 
nature, blame and anger 

can be misdirected. It 
should be pointed out that 
the monster who did this 
was approved to purchase 
the weapons and that no 
law would have prevented 
these cold and calculated 
murders.

Also this week, the 
Supreme Court upheld 
the Constitutionality of 
the Partial Birth Abortion 
Ban Act which Congress 
passed and President Bush 
signed into law in 2003. 
All life, from conception 
to natural death, deserves 
protection but partial birth 
abortions were a particu-
larly heinous and brutal 
practice.

It is heartening to see 
the Supreme Court en-

sure it is banned. This is 
an encouraging first step 
towards protecting our na-
tions most vulnerable, the 
unborn but it is only a first 
step. We must continue to 
work harder to stand up 
for life.

During this week 
when our nation, and our 
beloved Commonwealth, 
witnessed a rampage of 
individual violence never 
before committed in our 
shared history, we also 
saw our Supreme Court 
save thousands of lives 
from a barbaric practice 
by upholding the ban on 
Partial Birth Abortion.

Reflecting on these 
events, there is only one 
conclusion: that respect 

for the dignity of life must 
be the cornerstone of a free 
and civilized society.

In a letter dated May 
8, 1825, to Henry Lee, 
by then the former gover-
nor of Virginia, Jefferson 
wrote that the Declaration 
of Independence, which 
declares all men are “en-
dowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness,” was 
“intended to be an expres-
sion of the American mind 
and to give to that expres-
sion the proper tone and 
spirit.” Let us all work to 
return a “proper tone and 
spirit” to the respect for 
the dignity of life.

Respect for the Dignity of Life

Rant & Raves

To the Editor:
Presented as Public Com-

ment at April 12 Middleburg 
town Council Meeting:

Thank you for the opportu-
nity to speak. My name is Lau-
ra Clark and my husband and 
I own a retail shop in town. 
More importantly, this is our 
home. Our house is near the 
village. Like many who choose 

to live here, I’m attracted to 
this community because it is 
tranquil; because the architec-
ture is subtle and rich in detail; 
because the land speaks more 
loudly than the houses. I live 
on a gravel road and would 
rather hit 100 potholes a year 
and drive around with an inch 
of dirt on my car than see that 
road get paved. I am 100% in 
the conservation camp. I am 

very anti-development. 
It is my understanding that 

the future of the Salamander 
project is resting on the ap-
proval of an additional 48 
rooms. Salamander simply has 
to be built.

Middleburg is an excep-
tional, signifi cant place. I wish 
more than anything that it could 
stay exactly as it is forever. But 
it is going to change. It’s al-

Letters to the Editor

ready changing at astonishing 
speed. I am shocked by what’s 
happening around us and how 
fast it’s happening. I want it to 
stop. But dwelling on the im-
possible is a waste of time. So 
I’m going to champion control 
of our destiny. Instead of fi ght-
ing change, I’m supporting the 
right kind of change.

Currently, the wrong kind 
of change is bearing down on 
us with brutal force. It is de-
stroying the land around us in 
all directions. Strip malls and 
manufactured communities are 
just over the horizon. The de-
velopers are getting very close 
and they desperately want to be 
here. They are the barbarians 
at our gate. Ultimately, their 
developments will be so close 
that we will be marginalized to 
within inches of our identity. 
We cannot stop this kind of 
development even if we think 
we can. I’m not talking about 
the next fi ve years. I’m talking 
about the next 25. 

This is not a large town. We 
simply don’t have the footprint 
to truly defi ne our greater re-
gion. Because of that, what is 
around us heavily infl uences 
our community. Even if we 
succeed in keeping developers 
out of the town limits for the 
foreseeable future, the likeli-
hood is that we will eventually 
be surrounded by the antithesis 
of what we hold dear.

But I believe Salamander 
is our defense against the in-
evitable and our insurance 
policy for the future. We have 
an opportunity to protect our 
legacy, our heritage and our 
home. The plans I’ve seen for 
Salamander place it among 
some of the nation’s most elite 
inns. It will pay homage to the 
architecture, design, and land-
scapes that we value. The inn 
will insure that at least several 
hundred acres of our hallowed 
ground will remain free of the 
kind of irresponsible develop-
ment that is quickly becoming 
the standard around us.

This inn will mean that we 
can continue to be a beacon 
for some of the country’s most 
interesting and vibrant people. 
It will afford us greater fi nan-
cial security, higher property 
values, a more solid infrastruc-
ture, and greater leverage in 
affairs of state and local gov-
ernment. 

If the inn is not built, I 
have no doubt that hundreds 
of houses will choke the land-
scape. Sure, there will initially 
be building restrictions to 
maintain the character of the 
town. Eventually, though, the 
building restrictions will be-
come more lax. They always 
do. Some of the homeown-
ers will take less pride than 
others. They always do. We 
will become average. We will 
lose control of our surround-
ings. Far worse, we will set 
the precedent that Middleburg 
is primed for further devel-

opment. The fl oodgates will 
open. In the future, we will be 
a quaint speck in the middle 
of redundant, uninspired strip 
malls and houses.

If the inn is built, however, 
I believe the combination of 
Salamander and the village of 
Middleburg will create a rare 
jewel in this country, joining 
the ranks of our most esteemed 
and protected destinations. By 
the very nature of what it is, 
Salamander will always have 
to meet the high standards of 
quality mandated by being a 
best-in-class resort. It will be 
a pristine, well-maintained 
environment under constant 
supervision. Undoubtedly, 
Middleburg will change. But 
in some cases, the more things 
change, the more they stay the 
same. With Salamander, I be-
lieve that in the future, we can 
still be exceptional. We can 
still be signifi cant. Without it, 
I have my doubts.

It doesn’t matter if this inn 
has 120 or 168 rooms. What 
matters is that we control our 
destiny. What matters is that 
we have the foresight to real-
ize that this is a seminal mo-
ment and a critical decision. 
We’re so fortunate to have this 
opportunity. Please don’t let it 
slip away.

Thank you so much for 
your time. 

 
Laura Clark
Middleburg, Va

To the Editor:
Presented as Public Com-

ment at April 12 Middleburg 
town Council Meeting:

Dear Mayor Davis and 
Council Members:

After much thought and 
careful deliberation, we are 
writing in support of the 
Salamander Resort and Spa, 
including the addition of 48 
rooms. As business own-
ers and individuals who care 
very much about the future of 
Middleburg, we believe that 
it is in the best interests of 
the town, its residents and the 
business community that this 
project goes forward.

We understand and appre-
ciate the dismay and disap-
pointment that the request for 
additional rooms has caused; 
however, we see the plan as 
put forth by Salamander Hos-
pitality as still being viable 
and the best possible use of the 
land, even with the proposed 
changes. There are many ben-
efi ts to the plan, but perhaps 
the most important benefi t of 
all is the impact the inn and spa 
will have on the Middleburg 
budget. We understand that 
the room tax alone that will 
be generated by the project 
will likely more than double 
the town’s budget! That is ex-
traordinary, and we know that 
there are many small towns all 
across the nation that would 

love to be in the position that 
Middleburg is in today.

However, Salamander Hos-
pitality has also created a plan 
that will do even more than 
just dramatically improve the 
town’s bottom line at a time 
when it is really needed. The 
project will also create jobs for 
Middleburg residents. It will 
preserve a large tract of land, 
both open fi elds and forests, 
which would otherwise be at 
risk of massive development. 
The construction of a new 
wastewater treatment plant by 
Salamander Hospitality will 
save the village millions of 
dollars and at the same time it 
will ensure the integrity of the 
town’s potable water system. 
Reasonably-priced housing 
will also be made available to 
faculty from nearby schools, 
solving the long-running prob-
lem of a shortage of affordable 
housing. The development of 
offi ce space, including a facil-
ity for a medical clinic, will 
greatly benefi t local residents. 
Moreover, the footprint of the 
inn and spa is small and com-
pact, ensuring that the open 
space around it will remain.

If the inn and spa are not 
built, we are very concerned 
about what will happen to 
the land, how a badly-needed 
water treatment plant will be 
funded, and what the impact 
on local business will be. As 
business owners, we believe 
it is important that every 
member of the town council 
understands how very fragile 
the current business environ-
ment in Middleburg is. Every 
day is a struggle for small 
shops and service providers. 
The recent closure of several 
businesses along Washington 
Street should be setting off 
alarm bells throughout the vil-
lage. In fact, we believe that 
business in Middleburg is in 
a lot of trouble. The Salaman-
der project would help enor-
mously by bringing visitors to 
the town from a demographic 
group with time and money 
to spend. The design of the 
inn and spa is such that it will 
encourage visitors to come 
into the village. It’s up to us, 
the business owners, to make 
them welcome and offer them 
a pleasant shopping and din-
ing experience. We know we 
can do that, but fi rst we have to 
attract the visitors, and we be-
lieve the inn will, in large part, 
do that for us.

We have heard discussions 
about how the land would be 
used if the inn and spa are not 
built. There’s talk that as many 
as 200 houses could be built 
on the property. We have also 
heard that, at minimum, about 
45 houses are already approved 
for the property without a re-
quirement to make any im-
provements to the beleaguered 
water system. There is no way 
these homes—neither 45 nor 
200 in number—could gener-

Ken Rietz

There is an old Johnny 
Cash song that Senator Jim 
Webb, or a member of his Sen-
ate staff, should have paid a 
lot more attention to. It warns, 
“Don’t take your gun to town, 
son.”

Webb’s explanation  
seemed simple enough. He said 
he carries a gun for self protec-
tion and is licensed in Virginia. 
He gave it to his aid to keep 
for him. The aid, a retired Ma-
rine, forgot about it until it was 
discovered in his briefcase by 
Capitol police.

But, wait a minute. Webb 
packs heat in Virginia for his 
own, personal protection ?  
What do you think he’s afraid 
of ?  And, are  other members of  
our Congressional Delegation 
also “carrying?”  That’s just 
what we need. A bunch of guys 
who can’t  “shoot  straight,” 
carrying guns around.

Webb’s attitude about 
personal protection is a lot 
different than his position on 
protecting America from the 

Iranian threat.  When it comes 
to that, he wants to take guns 
away from the President. He 
has introduced legislation to 
limit the options of the Presi-
dent in dealing with Iran. This, 
despite his colleague, Senator 
Joe Biden’s comment on the 
Chris Wallace show, that the 
Bush Administration had taken 
a good, balanced approach.

The Iranians released the 
British hostages after British 
offi cials made it clear they 
were not ruling out any op-
tions. What would they have 
been able to say under the 
Webb doctrine ?

For the good of all of us 
in Virginia, Webb should fol-
low the advice of the Johnny 
cash song “leave your gun at 
home.” And, when it comes 
to Iran, he should leave all op-
tions on the table.

Ken Rietz, a resident of 
Delaplane is a former Deputy 
Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee.

Don’t take your 
gun to town
From Beyond the Beltway

Dan Morrow - (D)

For better or worse, 
sometimes character is 
defined, or revealed after 
a lifetime of development, 
in an instant . . . in one 
horrifying moment when 
thought is a luxury and 
action, for better or worse, 
is both unavoidable and 
highly visible 

In Blacksburg  Liviu 
Librescu. 77, Professor 
of Engineering, Ruma-
nian-born survivor of the 
Holocaust and Soviet oc-
cupation, heard what, for 
him, must have been the 
unmistakable sounds of 
gunfire and worse.  

Blocking the door to 
his classroom with his 
body, he traded his life 
for time . . . time to al-
low students entrusted to 
his care to escape through 
his classroom windows.  
What better symbol of the 
best of men and mentors, 
of stewardship of all that 
was entrusted to his care, 
and the spirit of Virginia 
Tech?

The War
At press time Bush’s 

pre-emptive conquest 
and bungled occupa-
tion in Iraq has claimed 

more than 27,000 Ameri-
cans: more than 3,300 
dead; more than 24,000 
wounded.  Best estimates 
of Iraqi civilian casualties 
approach 70,000.  One in 
five Iraqis has fled the 
country.  No responsible 
soldier in the world be-
lieves that the country can 
be “secured” by 140,000 
American troops.  And 
those who have the audac-
ity to tell Bush he’s lost 
a war he shouldn’t have 
started in the first place, 
are accused of  “not sup-
porting the troops.”  
Heck of a Job, Gonzales

Bush continues to 
express confidence in an 
Attorney General whose 
recent testimony before 
Congress made Brownie 
look good.  The penulti-
mate “Good Bushie,”  the 
man who told our troops 
waterboarding wasn’t re-
ally “torture,” told the 
world the Geneva Conven-
tions were “quaint,” and 
told his boss that a gradu-
ate of  Pat Robertson’s 
law school was the best 
possible liaison between 
the White House and the 
Department of Justice, 
defended himself by alter-
nately claiming he wasn’t 

in charge, claiming that 
he was in charge, claim-
ing that he really couldn’t 
remember who was in 
charge, or claiming that 
he couldn’t recall what 
he remembered..  Even 
his supporters believe he 
should resign.  

The Imus Dismissal
Barack Obama said it 

best.  Imus has a right to 
say nearly anything  he 
pleases . . . but he’d never 
work for me.

Wolfowitz
The loyal Bushie at 

the World Bank contin-
ues to display the same 
integrity he showed while 
bending evidence to fit 
ideology as a pretext for 
war.  The self-proclaimed 
crusader against corrup-
tion gamed the Bank’s 
rules to bump his trans-
ferred girl friend’s pay 
to levels exceeding those 
of  her boss, the American 
Secretary of State.  The 
bank’s senior professional 
staff have called for his 
resignation.  Let’s hope 
the bank’s directors do the 
same.

McCain and Iran
The only Republican 

candidate with the cour-

age to say that Bush’s 
plan for “victory” will re-
quire LOTS of American 
troops, stationed in Iraq 
for a LONG time, shoots 
himself in the foot again 
. . . this time with a bad 
Beach Boys joke about 
bombing Iran.  We sus-
pected something was 
wrong when he showed up 
in Lynchburg to kiss Jerry 
Falwell’s ring..  

Patrick Henry
And speaking of 

rings, Purcellville’s Pat-
rick Henry “College” has 
once more behaved badly 
on the basis of dubious 
claims to special insight 
into the mind of God . . 
. this time in support of 
“Christian” gay bashing.   
Using similar misreadings 
of badly translated texts 
of dubious provenance, 
generations of such self-
serving stewards of abso-
lute truth have proclaimed 
the earth to be 6,000 year 
old,  damned women as 
inferior, justified slavery, 
and provided the religious 
underpinnings of the ho-
locaust.  One of PHC’s 
dorms is named “Mon-
ticello.”  Mr. Jefferson 
would blush.

Never Again

ate enough tax revenue to pay 
for a new water system. Such 
development would certainly 
strain an already over-taxed 
system. We also fear that this 
breathtakingly beautiful land 
will be transformed into some-
thing we all dread, suburban 
sprawl like that along Routes 
50 and 606. Moreover, the 
traffi c problems from such a 
development would be enor-
mous and far greater than any 
caused by the inn and spa.

We know that by coming 
out publicly in support of Sala-
mander Hospitality, we run the 
risk of offending some people, 
and among these may be some 
of our own customers. How-
ever, there comes a time for all 
of us when we must stand up 
and be counted. For us, now is 
that time. 

Thank you for reading this 
letter, and for your leadership.

Genie Ford and Pat Daly
Co-Owners, Books & Crannies

To the Editor:
Habitat for Whom? 
 
I fi nd it quite ironic that 

an organization that uses the 
word’s ‘habitat’ and ‘human-
ity’ in it’s name would do the 
environmental damage it has 

done at the St Louis location 
for the new Habitat housing 
development.  Out of a heav-
ily forested area, not a single 
tree was saved - they literally 
leveled a small forest in a two 
day time frame.  (pictures at-
tached)

 I would think an organiza-
tion like Habitat for Humanity 
would have some standards on 
environmental care.  The de-
velopment happens to be right 
next to Banneker grade school 
and I think it’s tragic that these 
children had to witness this.  
I spoke to one second grader 
who said that after watching 
the devastation, she and her 
friends were picking up limbs 
off the ground and planned to 
try to save some of the trees by 
re-planting.  What a message 
our children must send to us. 

 Yes, people need places 
to live, but they also need to 
breathe.  I have always been a 
fan of Habitat for Humanity.   
But in this time of global envi-
ronmental awareness, leveling 
a forest when trees could have 
been saved is completely un-
acceptable and Habitat should 
answer for their actions.

 
Renee L Lorton
Middleburg, Va
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It’s Your Business
Thomas & Talbot Receives Top Awards

Thomas & Talbot Real Estate 
is home to the top Agents in 
Hunt Country for the past 
four decades and we contin-

ue to have the best in 2007. The 2006 
awards for Top Agents were presented 
March 16, 2007 by The Greater Pied-
mont Area Association of Realtors, 
which has 740 members.  We are most 
fortunate and proud to again congratu-
late The #1 Top Producer, John Coles.  
John has been the #1 Top Producer for 
the past 5 years.  We are also fortunate 
to have the  #2 Sales Agent, Mary Ann 
McGowan, who has been a Top Five 

Award Winner for the past 7 years.  
Cricket Bedford joins the Top Five for 
the fi rst time as the #5 Producer.  We 
also wish to congratulate Mary Owen 
Chatfi eld-Taylor and Barrington L. 
Hall for receiving the Production 
Awards Platinum, honoring sales over 
$10 million.  Barrington L. Hall also 
received the Five Year Production 
Award.  Linda Norris received Pro-
duction Award Gold, for sales over $5 
million, and Donna M. Baker, Cath-
erine Bernache, Rein duPont and Alex 
Sharp (our man in Rappahannock) all 
received Production Awards Silver for 

sales over $2 million.  Catherine Ber-
nache and Rein duPont also received 
the Life Member Production Award.

Thomas & Talbot Real Estate has 
been at the same location, across from 
the Red Fox Inn, since 1967, to pro-
vide you our award winning agents to 
help sell or purchase the best of Hunt 
Country.  We can say with pride that 
we have sold every property of note in 
Hunt Country, at least once, in the past 
forty years and many, several times 
over.  Thomas & Talbot Real Estate 
has had the top agents for these past 
four decades.

AH&T Insurance Honored 
for Superior Customer 
Service, Ranked Again in 
Nation’s Top Ten Firms

The widely recognized fi rm, 
AH&T Insurance, has again 
been honored with a Cor-
nerstone Agent Designation 

from Chubb Personal Insurance, and 
ranked as one of the nation’s top ten 
insurers by Directors and Offi cers Li-
ability Insurance.

“AH&T professionals put a heavy 
emphasis on technical profi ciency, fo-

cused industry expertise, customized 
plan design and attentive customer 
service,” explained Management 
Liability Practice Leader David L. 
Schaefer.  “Our consistency in these 
areas has helped us maintain our top 
ten ranking in the Tillinghast-Towers 
Perrin Directors and Offi cers Liability 
Survey for 13 consecutive years.”

According to AH&T Insurance 
President Howard M. Armfi eld, the 
Cornerstone Agent designation from 
Chubb is quite an honor.

“We are thrilled to receive this 
honor, and to continue to provide our 
clients with the enhanced services and 
the latest information available on 
pertinent issues that this award recog-
nizes.”

Middleburg Bank  & Financial 
Corporation Names President,
Announces Promotions, 
Certifications

Gary R. Shook, has been 
named president of 
Middleburg Financial Cor-
poration and of Middleburg 

Bank according to Joseph L. Boling, 
chairman of the board and chief exec-
utive offi cer.  Shook was also elected 
to the board of directors of both insti-
tutions.

Shook joined Middleburg Bank 
in early 2005 as executive vice presi-
dent and community executive for the 
Warrenton and Fauquier markets.  He 
began his 25-year career in fi nancial 
services in the Hampton Roads region 
of Virginia.  He brings extensive bank-
ing background to his new positions 
and has experience in commercial, 
consumer and real estate lending.

He is a UVA graduate and cur-
rently sserves as vice chair and direct 
of Management Services, Inc., a sub-
sidiary of the Virginia Bankers asso-
ciation.

“Gary Shook is our kind of 
banker,” said Boling.   “He is known 
throughout the region for personal 
service, he is highly respected in 
banking circles…and he has demon-
strated commitment to the community 
throughout his career.”

Boling, who has served as presi-
dent, chairman and chief executive 
offi cer of the bank for more than 14 
years, will continue to serve as chair-
man and chief executive offi cer while 
focusing more of his efforts on the 
company’s strategy, business modes 
and the continued growth of its sub-
sidiaries.

DePrinzio Promoted
Carolyn DiPrinzio has been pro-

moted to vice president of investment 
services, Middleburg Bank recently 
announced.  She has been employed 
with the bank since 2003.

“We could not be more pleased to 
promote Carolyn to vice president,”

said Shook.  “She’s been helping 
clients plan and realize their fi nancial 
dreams for more than 25 years.”

DiPrinzio received her B.S. from 
West Chester University and her M.S. 
from Shippensburg University.  She 
has been involved with the United 
States Tennis Association for more 
than 25 years.

Heijmen Earns Certifi cation
Patrick Heijmen of Middleburg 

Bank recently earned his Financial 
Planner Certifi cation, assuring cli-
ents of the bank’s investment group 
that they will be working with one of 
the most highly qualifi ed and ethical 
fi nancial planning professionals avail-
able.  

“This is very important when it 
comes to helping our clients maxi-
mize their fi nancial futures,” accord-
ing to President Shook.

Heijmen, who has experience 
with one of the country’s largets 
brokerage houses, graduated from 
the University of Texas.  He lives in 
Warrenton with his wife.

Two National 
Awards go to 
Miller Brothers 

On March 28, 2007, Miller 
Brothers’ Post Frame Di-
vision was awarded two 
2006 Building Achieve-

ment Awards through Stockade 
Buildings of Missouri - the “2006 
National Builder of the Year Award” 
and “2006 Special Design Build-
ing of the Year Award.”  These are 
a high honor for our Post Frame Di-
vision which has been serving the 
Northern Virginia and Eastern West 
Virginia area for only three years, 
and has been a Stockade Builder for 
two years, “This is an extraordinary 
achievement for the Miller Brother 
organization to win this National 
Award in such a short time period.”

The National Builder of the Year 
Award “is presented to the builder 
that continues to achieve territory 
market penetration and versatility 
while maintaining exceptional levels 
of customer satisfaction and work-
manship standards.”  The Special 
Design Building of the Year Award 
“is in recognition of the Matt & Kim-
berly Botts building [in Front Royal, 
VA].  Its design has functionality of 
horse barn and a storage facility with-
out compromise.”

These two building achievement 
awards were presented by Stockade 
Building representatives in Marshall, 
Virginia on March 28, 2007 to Vicki 
Boutin, the Post Frame Division 
Manager.  

Other awards received by Miller 
Brothers’ Post Frame Division in-
clude the “2005 Building of the Year 
Award” given on a traditional style 
red gambrel barn.  For more informa-
tion on Miller Brothers’ Post Frame 
Division and services please contact 
Vicki Boutin at 304-258-4676 or 
540-364-6300 ext 400.   

Miller Brothers, Inc., based in 
Marshall, Virginia, is known through-
out the region for their commercial 
contracting services and has served 
the Northern Virginia region for over 
60 years.  
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It’s Your Business
Middleburg Business Association
Re-Energized With New Leadership

The Middleburg Business and 
Professional Association 
has a new board and a new 
determination to take on 

the challenges of doing business in a 
diffi cult economic climate, according 
to the members of that board, which 
has been meeting regularly for some 
months now. 

Members of the MBPA board 
have repeatedly expressed a commit-
ment to being the voice of business 
before the Town Council, and at the 
state and county level as needed.

“We are determined to be a force 
for positive change as we face chal-
lenges that so many small towns face 

all across America,” said Board Presi-
dent Jo Ann Hazard. “We appreciate 
the contributions that our businesses 
and shops make to the town, and they 
deserve all the support and assistance 
we can give them.”

Vice President Ken Reid will 
be representing the MBPA at Town 
Council meetings and will make sure 
that the association’s interests are 
communicated to the council. He will 
also make regular reports to the board 
and to interested business owners.

“We have to be involved if we 
are going to make a difference,” he 
said. “It’s our responsibility to make 
sure that the council understands the 

ramifi cations of their decisions as they 
affect the business community.”

The fi rst MBPA mixer, held in 
March, was a huge success and plans 
are to hold these events quarterly, at 
different locations throughout the vil-
lage. The mixers give business owners 
a chance to meet with each other in an 
informal atmosphere, sharing con-
cerns and ideas for how to make the 
village more economically secure.

A membership drive is now un-
derway, and anyone interested in join-
ing the association should contact Jo 
Ann Hazard at 540-687-6082 or via 
email at hazard@middleburgcountry-
inn.com.

Middleburg Community Center
Open Hire (All Serious Candidates)

 Wednesday, May 2nd 1:00 PM-4:00 PM

We are having an Open Hire for all potential instructors and volun-
teers. If you are interested in being considered for a position with the 
Middleburg Community Center or PRCS, please attend our open hire. If 
there are any questions, please call 540-687-6375.

Mandatory Requirements:
• Must have previous experience working with Children/Teens in a 
group setting.
• Must be at least 18 years of age and a high school graduate.
• Must be able to pass a Certifi ed Background Check with Police/
Social Services.

You Must Bring:
• Your Original Social Security Card.
• A DMV Photo ID.
• A Voided Check to assist in setting up Direct Deposit for your 
Paychecks.
• If you are a resident alien, you must bring your Alien Registration 
Receipt Card with Photograph (INS FORM I-151 or I-551) or a 
valid Employment Authorization Card.
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Karen  Rexrode

The redbuds are in fl ower, 
beautiful trees with lav-
ender-purple fl owers that 
contrast so nicely with the 

newly emerging leaves of surrounding 
trees. This native appears at the edge 
of wooded areas and seems to do well 
in partial sun or full sun. Considered 
an understory tree, the average height 
for Cercis canadensis is 15 to 20 feet. 
A member of the leguminosae family, 
or pea family, the botanical origins for 
the genus name Cercis comes from an-
cient Greek kerkis, meaning a shuttle; 
the name given by Theophrastus to the 
European species (C. siliquastrum), 
from the resemblance of the seed pod 
to the weavers implement. Cercis 
siliquastrum was supposedly the tree 
that Judas Iscariot hanged himself on, 
turning white fl owers to blood-red and 
then burned pink with shame.

There are 8 species of Cercis 
with 2 native to the North American 
Continent. Our local native is Cercis 
canadensis, also known as the eastern 
redbud. Found growing from New Jer-
sey south to Northern Mexico and west 
to Missouri and Texas. Flowers appear 
up and down the branches as well as 
directly off of the main trunk. The ma-
genta buds appear on dark, blackish 
bark and contrast well with each other, 
eventually aging to pink. Numerous 
variations occur in Cercis canaden-
sis and Virginia and West Virginia 
are the hot bed for new cultivars, or 
those with differently colored fl owers 
found growing in the wild. Two such 
selections are redbuds that go by the 
name of ‘Appalachian Red’ and ‘Pau-
line Lily’. To see these in fl ower, one 
instantly recognizes their uniqueness. 
The fl owers on Cercis ‘Appalachian 
Red’ are hot pink, not the standard 
magenta or pink. On Cercis ‘Pauline 
Lily’ they are salmon as they fi rst open 
and age to pink. Two other  selections 
are grown for their foliage and makes 
them very popular with the benefi t of 
ornament extended through several 
seasons. The most popular and read-
ily found is Cercis canadensis ‘Forest 
Pansy’, the foliage is a dark ruby color. 
More diffi cult to fi nd is Cercis ‘Silver 
Cloud’ which exhibits stunning varie-
gated leaves, they look like they have 
been splattered with white paint. The 
fl owers are a pale pink but the leaves 
are the primary reason to grow this 
selection. Only old plants will readily 
fl ower, young trees fl ower sparsely. 
One very well known subspecies is 
the redbud from Texas or Cercis var. 
texensis. Foliage is a leathery, lustrous 
green, adequately different from our 
local form and hardy here in zone 7. 
The form known as ‘Texas White’ is 
not diffi cult to fi nd. The fl owers are 
pure white and beautiful when con-
trasted against the black bark. Hybrid-
izers are working at crossing both the 
‘Texas White’ with ‘Silver Cloud’ in 
the hopes of developing a tree with 
white variegated foliage and white 
spring fl owers. 

Six species of Cercis are found 
growing in China, the most common 
is Cercis chinensis. Usually form-
ing multi-trunked small trees or large 
shrubs. The stems and trunk are not 
nearly as dark as our native C. ca-
nadensis although the fl owers mirror 

ours. The National Arboretum has in-
troduced a new hybrid using a Chinese 
species and named it C. ‘Don Egolf’. 
Named after one of their most famous 
(and wonderful) breeders. More com-
pact, growing only nine feet tall, the 
fl owers are said to cover the trunk 
to the point that it hides the woody 
branches and looks like bright pink 
fl owering torches. 

In good years the redbuds bloom 
with the dogwoods, these are always 

memorable years. More often they 
fl ower before the dogwoods but put on 
a splendid show in their abundance. 
There are pockets were they have 
seeding to the point of creating dense 
clusters, one of which is along Route 
15 near Oatlands Plantation. Few lo-
cations look as splendid in mid-April, 
when they are all in fl ower, the rest 
of the trees are wearing their spring 
green.

Making plans for a successful year of networking and marketing 
Middleburg as a premier destination were business execs and pro-
fessionals at the recent Bizz Buzz Mixer.   New Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Jo An Hazard is the co-owner of 

Middleburg Country Inn; Ken Reid of American Water Resources is the new 
vice president; Pat Daly, co-owner of Books & Crannies serves as secretary; 
and Immediate Past President Dee Dee Hubbard, editor and co-owner of the 
Middleburg Eccentric, will serve as treasurer.  The group meets monthly.  Please 
contact khazard@middleburgcountryinn.com or telephone 540 687 6082 for in-
formation.

Pastimes

Brian Lichorowic

Spring race time. Parties, picnics, tailgat-
ing and hangovers with a horse race or two 
thrown in there from time to time. There are 
dazzling hats, spiffy suits and the occasional 

digital picture that can ruin a potential fi ne political 
career.

To me, the pageantry of the tailgating table, when 
done right, is truly elegant – replete with fresh linens, 
silver service, candelabras and fresh spring fl owers.  
These rail side soirees are the place to be on a gor-
geous spring race day.

I really relish the bounty that people put out too. 
Fried chicken, honey baked ham, tenderloin of beef, 
crisp crudite and there’s always a dish or two of a 
specialty - homemade macaroni and cheese or some-
one’s famous deviled eggs. I like it all. 

The only commonality I’ve found is the inevitable 
plastic container of large grocery chain pasta salad. I 
always concoct a good cold pasta salad for my race 
day fare. They’re simple to make and everybody, in-

cluding kids, usually likes 
them.  Most importantly, 
it’s miles away from those 
store bought salads whose 
main ingredients are 5 gal-
lons of commercial mayon-
naise with some emulsifi ed, celery and carrots, and 
if you’re lucky, an onion, and mixed together with 
overcooked rubbery pasta. Why bother? I mean yes, 
it’s 3 bucks for 5 pounds of the slop but do we realize 
what we’re putting into our bodies? (Along with six 
mint juleps!)

We are what we eat. My goal was to fi nd and 
make a few pasta salads that are low in fat, high in 
nutrition and rich in fl avor. They’re served cold so 
they’re great for race day tailgating and appetizing 
enough that you will run out of it before it’s time to 
pack up.

The main idea is to use as much fresh stuff as you 
can fi nd and to cook the pasta properly, al dente.

As always most of the fresh ingredients are avail-
able at our local farmer’s markets and local vendors.

Race Day Pastabilities
From Behind the Stove Pastimes

The Redbuds are Blooming!
The Plant Lady
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Tom Neel

In part one we covered 
different ways artists ap-
proach their creative pro-
cess and this brings us to 

a few different mediums and 
surfaces used for paintings.

Mediums such as oil, 
acrylic, watercolor and others 
are just vehicles to deliver pig-
ment by way of a brush, and 
pastel is basically raw pig-
ment in stick form (like chalk) 
rubbed on.  There are others as 
well, but for ease I’ll stick to 
these. 
Is one better than the other? 

No, not really, they are just 
different and each has its own 
properties and characteristics.  
You will hear a lot about oil, 
which is clearly the most col-
lected medium and certainly 
has that old masters thing go-
ing for it, but again remember 
father time, acrylic (a synthet-
ic medium) is much newer and 
wasn’t available back then. 

Many remember houses 
use to be painted with oil and 
now most are painted in some-
thing similar to acrylic called 
latex.  So why, you might 
ask?  Oil paint is loosing in 
two ways, the environment 

and clean up.  I have heard 
that pretty soon oil paint for 
houses will only be available 
in one quart cans, thus mak-
ing it almost too expensive 
for anyone to use, this is being 
done for the environment.  Oil 
paint also “use to” have lead 
in it, which was mainly there 
to make the paint more opaque 
for good coverage and I think 
durability as well.  Those days 
are gone, but with regards to it 
and clean up, oil paints require 
solvents to do the job.  Acryl-
ic, like watercolor, both being 
water based, clean up with 
water and is a lot safer overall.  
I don’t think artist oil paints 
will ever fall victim to that of 
the house paint, but new for-
mulations exist such has water 
soluble oil paint, which have 
had their molecular struc-
ture altered to make them “in 
a sense” clean up with water 
and be less caustic too. 

Still from an art use stand 
point, both have their pros and 
cons and reasons why artists 
like one over the other.  Oil 
has two big things going for 
it, depth and blendability.  The 
reason for the blendability is 
because it takes days to dry 
to the touch and weeks and or 

months to 
complete-
ly dry.  
This can 
have its drawbacks for han-
dling a wet painting, but for 
working out side, it actually 
helps, as sun on your painting 
won’t dry it so quickly, bring-
ing everything to a halt, your 
brush included!  Whereas, 
acrylic dries in minutes, nice 
for doing detail work, but very 
diffi cult to blend and lacks a 
bit of depth.  Both allow for 
glazing, “building transparent 
layers of paint” but most tradi-
tionalists still use oil. 

Watercolor, a transparent 
medium, is spread across pa-
per as a very wet solution and 
dries with the water evapo-
rating leaving just the pig-
ment.  It dries fairly quickly, is 
great for detail work and can 
be blended skillfully through 
washes, as in gradient skies.  
One of the drawbacks with 
it as a medium though is it is 
mostly done on paper and all 
paintings, whether they be wa-
tercolor, oil, acrylic or pastel, 
should absolutely be under 
glass and some people don’t 
like that look.  I have worked 

The Ins and Outs of 
Painting and Paintings - Part 2
The Art of Art

Pastimes

Genie Ford

By the time you read 
this, Books & Crannies 
will be in its new home 
at 19 E. Washington 

Street. We’re going to kick off our 
relocation in grand style on May 
19, so if you haven’t made it in by 
then, be sure to come by on that 
day. 

We’re also starting our very 
own Books & Crannies book club, 
and we have selected Eye Contact 
by Cammie McGovern. This is a 
book that combines the elements 
of a suspense thriller with the 
complicated, sometimes painful 
bonds of motherhood, friendship 
and love. We’ll meet at Books & 
Crannies on Wednesday evening, 
May 23, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., 
so that gives you plenty of time 
to pick up the book and fi nish it 
before we get together. 

The whole world must know 
by now that the fi nal Harry Potter 
book comes out on July 21. We are 
planning a huge party, appropriate 
for adults and kids, the evening 
of the 20th, and we’ll start selling 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows at 12:01 a.m. on the 21st. 
You may want to pre-order your 

copy now because we expect to 
sell out quickly.

At last the sun is shining 
and we can turn our thoughts to 
the renewed energy that spring 
brings—except of course if you 
get a bout of spring fever and all 
you want to do is lie in the sun! 
In that case, there are some new 
books coming out that will keep 
you entertained.

For fans of Middle Earth, the 
son of J.R.R. Tolkien, Christopher, 
has crafted a new story about the 
time before the Hobbits, Children 
of Hurin, illustrated by Alan Lee. 
Although the senior Tolkien has 
been dead for 34 years, his spirit 
lives on in this magical tale, which 
was compiled by his son from the 
voluminous papers his father left 
behind. It provides the backdrop 
and context for all that came after 
in The Lord of the Rings trilogy.

The incredible Paulo Coelho 
(The Alchemist, Zahir) has a new 
book out, Witch of Portobello. This 
is a fi nely crafted re-telling of the 
story of Athena, the “witch” of 
London’s Portobello Road, famed 
for her omniscient powers. It is 
also a story of a spiritual quest, 
set against the materialism of the 

New Location, New Books, 
New Book Club: Get Ready for 
a Season of Good Reading
Exploring Books

modern world.
The Kite Runner remains a 

publishing phenomenon (more 
than 100 weeks on the New York 
Times bestseller list), and now 
Khaled Hosseini follows up that 
success with A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, due out May 22, but you may 
want to pre-order your copy now. 
This time he gives us 30 years of 
turbulent, violent and harrowing 
Afghan history, developed around 
a story of family, friendship, faith 
and love. It will shock and infuriate 
you, even as it offers hope in the 
face of horrible suffering and 
cruelty.

Anyone who calls Anita 
Shreve’s work “chick lit” deserves 
a rap on the knuckles—not that 
there’s anything wrong with 
chick lit (I love it)—but Shreve’s 
body of work extends beyond the 
traditional boundaries of “women’s 
literature.” Her themes of bitter 
loss and ultimate renewal appear 
again in Body Surfi ng. A new 
widow becomes a tutor to Julie, an 
intellectually slow but artistic and 
beautiful 18-year-old, at her family’s 
oceanfront summer cottage. Life is 
complicated with the arrival of the 
family’s two grown sons, and then 
things get even trickier when Julie 

disappears. It’s all here—love, 
jealousy, redemption—handled 
with Shreve’s customary skill and 
compassion.

Here’s a quick list of some 
other new releases or books 
coming soon that you might want 
to snap up:  Nixon and Kissinger: 
Partners in Power by Robert 
Dallek (was Henry a de facto 
president during Watergate?); At 
the Center of the Storm by George 
Tenet (controversial former CIA 
director); Simple Genius by David 
Baldacci reuniting the Hour Game 
duo; the incomparable Lemony 
Snicket, back with Horseradish: 
Bitter Truths You Can’t Avoid, 
offering some hilarious insights on 
life’s turbulence for ages 9 to 12; 
The Yiddish Policeman’s Union by 
Michael Chabon (Pulitzer Prize-
winning The Amazing Adventure 
of Kavalier and Clay,) with  a 
surprising tale (mystery-thriller-
love story-homage to 1940s noir) of  
“the frozen Chosen,” two million 
Jews living in Sitka, Alaska; and 
last, but not least, Lee Child is 
back with Bad Luck and Trouble, 
a new Jack Reacher—described as 
a murderous moralist--adventure 
(previous appearance.

Continued Page 23
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Alex Cudaback

Red Sox-Yankees was 
the highest-rated 
sporting event on 
television this past 

Sunday. 
Higher than basketball, 

higher than hockey (BIG sur-
prise), higher than golf, swim-
ming, skating, and whatever 
strongest man competition 
may have been on: Red Sox-

Yankees was even higher than 
NASCAR, something that real-
ly DID surprise a lot of people.

One can only hope that 
some of those people watch-
ing were here in our neck of the 
woods. One can only hope that 
some of those people watch-
ing what was without a doubt 
THE most breathtaking, engag-
ing, entertaining, jump-up-off-
the-couch-and-bounce-around 
baseball of this young season 

were some of the same nay-
sayers who have already leapt 
off the Nats’ bandwagon three 
years into the great and won-
derful DC Baseball Experiment 
(DCBE). 

Don’t get me wrong; the 
Nats ARE dreadful, and they 
will continue to be dreadful for 
at least a short while. But the 
idea that some of the people 
who played lip-service to get-
ting a ball-team here only a few 

years ago are already turning 
their backs on a team that was 
treated, for all intents and pur-
poses, like the red-headed step-
child of Major League Baseball 
by the rest of the owners for, 
literally, YEARS, is just laugh-
able. 

My advice to those people? 
Good riddance. See ya later. 

Don’t let the door hit you on the 
way out. Beat it. Your negativ-
ity and whiney sense of entitle-
ment was bringin’ the rest of us 
down anyway. Fun vacuums, 
all of ‘ya.

Baseball, in it’s best of 
moments, gives us what Red 
Sox-Yankees gave us all week-
end: highs and lows, twists and 
turns, the good, the bad and the 
ugly.

The Nats aren’t there yet, to 
be sure, but it takes time, and 
frankly, taking that time is half 
the fun. Baseball has always 
had a strange relationship with 
time unlike most other sports; 
it’s something that seems to of-
fend the sensibilities of some 
quasi-fans. Baseball has no 
time limit. Time-keepers and 
their clock-police have no 
place in baseball. Baseball ebbs 
and fl ows, taking sometimes 
strange, wandering, meander-
ing turns, and generally goes 
along at whatever pace it wants. 
Baseball seasons seem to take 
a lifetime, running from the 

end of one snow-season to the 
beginning of the next. No one 
person can take over a baseball 
game or transform an entire 
team by himself, so quick fi xes 
are fool’s gold and anybody 
who tries to tell you different is 
selling you magic beans. 

The Nats just got to town, 
and people are already harp-
ing on the fact that they’re not 
world-beaters yet. Give ‘em 
a chance to catch their breath, 
to sink some roots, to get just a 
little bit familiar with their sur-
roundings. Cripes, they haven’t 
even moved into their own 
house yet! Manny will coach 
these guys up and the ones that 
he can’t will go somewhere 
else. Stan Kasten knows what 
he’s doing and will go about do-
ing it as well as he knows how, 
which is very. Jim Bowden 
may or may not be a baseball 
savant, but at least he’s enter-
taining and his phone is always 
on. The Lerners aren’t running 
out of town or out of money 
anytime soon, so the team is in 
good hands. 

This thing’ll get turned 
around sooner rather than later. 

Promise.

cuda24@yahoo.com

And Another Thing…
Seventh Inning Stretch

Pastimes

with all, pastel the least, wa-
tercolors more so years ago, 
but I still, depending on what I 
am painting, use oil or acrylic.  
Most of my paintings are oil, 
but I have certain very detailed 
commissions I do where acryl-
ic just gives better results.  So, 
to me they are simply tools of 
the trade.  There is little ques-
tion though, that oil is still the 
most popular. 

As for what paintings are 
painted on, well, there is defi -
nitely more here than meets 
the eye because most of the 
time when you are looking at 
a painting, especially not un-
der glass, you can’t really tell.  
Some examples are canvas, 
panels of different woods and a 
variety of papers.  With wood, 
some are more stable than oth-
ers, but with all wood products 
the most important thing is the 
application of several coats of 
gesso.  Like a primer, gesso 
acts as both to aid in adhesion 
and as a buffer to protect the 
paint from the natural acids in 
wood fi bers.  

With canvas the same ap-
plies, but canvas in itself is a 
somewhat generic term cover-
ing many things that are can-

vas in like.  Without question, 
most artist canvas is made 
from cotton, but it’s not really 
something professional artists 
should be painting on in my 
opinion and I’m not alone in 
this thinking by far.  Cotton as 
a fi ber, is neither tight nor very 
strong so, it is not the best for 
longevity and can be suscep-
tible to mold.  If you look at 
the back and the canvas in 
fairly white, it’s likely cot-
ton, whereas linen, a far bet-
ter choice, would be more of a 
dark sand color. 

These linens come mostly 
from Belgium, Italy or France 
and are much more expensive, 
but let’s face it, paintings that 
are expensive, should be paint-
ing on like materials.  No one 
likes cotton blue jeans more 
than I, but they are not what 
I would normally choose for 
fi ne dining.   

So, there you have it, there 
are many different types of art, 
mediums, surfaces to paint on, 
subject matter and price rang-
es…luckily, there are just as 
many different types of taste 
in art to go around.  As I al-
ways say, buy what you like 
and enjoy it. 

The Ins and Outs of 
Painting and Paintings
From Page 18
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entitled, “Small Area Land Use 
Plan:  Salamander Tract.”

Schiro Takes Control 
of Finances Council Praises 

Work Session Report
In the face of the town’s re-

cent financial difficulties, real, 
imagined and negative stories 
in national media, Town Admin-
istrator Jerry Schiro prepared 
and presented last week a frank, 
comprehensive, and detailed 
overview of the town’s spending 
and revenue for the first three 
quarters of fiscal year 2007. 

Still smarting over the 
charges and countercharges as-
sociated with the dismissal of 
former Town Administrator 
Mike Casey, council oversight of 
the town’s finances, media cov-
erage of the on-again/off-again 
financial “crisis” stirred up by 
a stunningly negative “prelimi-
nary audit,” and a lack of eas-
ily accessible documentation, 
Council unanimously praised 
Schiro’s  work.

Cash on Hand
As of April 12, Schiro noted, 

the town had less than $100,000 
in the bank.  With utility bills 
out, but not collected, the Town 
Administrator told council he 
was “holding one large invoice” 
for replacement pumps required 
for the town’s west end pump 
station.”  He was, he said, also 
looking forward to as yet uncol-
lected income from franchise 
taxes.

State of the Budget:
Month Nine Projections
Middleburg’s revenues and 

expenses, generally speaking, 
fall into three categories:  “gen-
eral fund” items (revenue and 
expenses related to the day-to-
day operations of the town gov-
ernment);  “utility fund” items 
(revenue and expenses related to 
the operation of the town’s water 
and sewer systems); and  “health 
center” items (rental income and 
expenses linked to the building 
owned by the town and currently 
serving, among other things, as 
police headquarters.)

Thanks to higher-than-ex-
pected revenue, and a vigorous 
expense-control program insti-
tuted half way through the fiscal 
year, Schiro projected that the 
town’s “general fund,” would 
be  slightly more than $54,000 
in the black at year end, despite 
spending projected to exceed 
budget by more than $69,000.  

On the other hand, Schiro 
projected the town’s “utili-
ties fund” would collect some 
$300,000 less than its projected 
$865,000 revenue budget.  Thus, 

despite keeping expenses well 
under control, Schiro predicted 
the fund would end the year 
roughly $73,000 in the red.

Because all spending on the 
“health center” was halted after 
it’s cash reserves were swept 
into the town’s “general fund” 
to cover unanticipated expenses, 
Schiro projected a $50,000 sur-
plus in the fund by the end of the 
fiscal year.

 Bottom line:  barring 
unforeseen anomalies, the town 
will end the fiscal year over bud-
get, but slightly in the black.
Revenue:  Good News and Bad

The town’s real estate tax 
collections are expected to ex-
ceed projections by more than 
$41,000, Schiro noted, thanks 
to “property assessments” and 
the inclusion of the recently an-
nexed Salamander property on 
the tax rolls. Business license 
fees are expected to contribute 
another $10,000 more than was 
budgeted.  A state grant of near-
ly $160,000 and a fee of $90,000 
paid to the town in lieu of pro-
viding off-street parking for six 
required spaces at 111 E. Wash-
ington Street, also swelled the 
town’s coffers.  The bad news, 
according to Schiro, was that the 
last two items, totaling nearly a 
quarter million dollars, were 
“one time revenue” items.

Expenses
Thanks to a freeze on large 

capital expenditures, the Town’s 
Police department, according to 
Schiro, is projected to finish the 
year spending some $26,000 less 
than was budgeted.  All other 
town departments, he predicted, 
will exceed their spending bud-
get, once all expenditures are 
correctly allocated. (Salaries for 
both the Economic Development 
Administrator and Town Planner 
had been budgeted under gen-
eral administration costs, rather 
than as part of their respective 
departments.)

Implications for 2008
With the Salamander Project 

and the terms for a proposed re-
financing of the town’s debt still 
in progress, Schiro intends to 
prepare a very conservative bud-
get for the coming year, he says, 
including recommendations for 
some increases in fees and taxes 
and strict cost controls.  Much, 
he noted, depends on Salaman-
der.  

Monday’s vote, moving the 
Salamander Project yet another 
step forward, promises to make 
budgeting for 2009 and beyond, 
significantly easier.

Let’s Dance...
From Page 8

Christmas in Middleburg Wins 2006 Loudoun Convention and Visitor 
Association Award for Best Tourism Event Co-Chairs Dee Dee Hubbard 
and Reggie Dawson presented the pewter tray inscribed “Christmas  in 
Middleburg is Twenty-Five Years Old,”  to the town for all citizens to 
enjoy.  Pictured are, left to right, Dee Dee Hubbard, Tyler Gore, who 
was one of the founders of the annual event, Reggie Dawson and May-
or Betsy Davis.
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Parents & Progeny
Aldie Elementary Qualifies for 
State Tournament
Aldie Elementary School’s Odyssey of the Mind team won fi rst place in their divi-
sion March 3rd for their problem, “Around The World in Eight Minutes”.  They will 
now compete at the State Tournament April 21st in Newport News, Virginia.  

Team members are (pictured L to R) Oliver Alliss, Lenah Taylor, Hiba 
Malik, Teddy Reynolds, Emily Alliss, Will Kirwan and Scott Phillips 
(Coached by, but not pictured, Laurie Woulfe and Carol Taylor).  Odys-
sey of the Mind is an international education program which pro-
vides creative problem-solving opportunities for students kindergar-
ten through college.

Aldie Elementary Qualifies for 
State Tournament

Notre Dame Academy students participate in National Maroon and Orange Effect Day on April 20th to support the 
families of those who were lost in the tragic events, and to show support for Virginia Tech students, faculty, administra-
tors, staff, alumni, and friends.  Notre Dame Academy has many alumni, friends, and families who are part of the Hokie 
Nation.
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Faces & Places
Middleburg Spring Races
Glenwood Park, Middleburg VA, April 21, 2007
Photo by Cindy Pearson

John Lindamood & Toye Halpin Jim Atkins, Will Driskell, Lizanne Driskell and Sandi Atkins

Jennifer Perkins, Elizabeth Wiley & Virginia Jackson

Stephen Plescow, Julie Giuliani, Cindy Bapst, Stephanie Bates, Judith Plescow, Randy 
Thomason, Kimberly Jackson, Rick Perkin, Ellia Guianne and Brigita the dog

Virginia Jenkins, Doc & Carolyn Saffer

Lewis Wiley and Laura Wolcott

Many More Photos 
from this Event at 
www.mbecc.com

Order Your Prints Today
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Faces & Places
Loudoun Healthcare Foundation Vintage & Vines Gala
Lansdowne Resort, Leesburg VA, April 14, 2007
Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard

Heath & Janie Stockton (aka Stotocktono) Tom Patterson, Cathy Hartley and Lisa Patterson

David Goldberg, 
Loudoun Healthcare Foundation

Jey Jeyanthan & Astra Foster

Genie Ford, Pat Daly, Laura Vermillion and Cathy MaGee Rick & Jill Vogel and Phillip Thomas

Carol & Tony Wells

Wakefield School Auction 
Wakefield School, The plains VA, March 24, 2007
Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard

Arjam & Saska Paulussen
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Things to Do
Pre-Revolutionary Loudoun

 Estate Hosts Land Trust’s 
Annual Garden Party June 3

Farmer’s Delight, an historic rural estate near Middleburg 
dating to the 1790s, will serve as host for the Land Trust of Vir-
ginia’s annual “Garden Party to Save Virginia’s Countryside” on 
Sunday, June 3 from 5 to 8 p.m. 

The Land Trust of Virginia now holds a total of 88 conserva-
tion easements, protecting 7,497 acres of open space in Loudoun, 
Clarke, Fauquier, Rappahannock, Greene, and Madison coun-
ties. This year’s goal is to increase perpetual easements to a total 
of 10,000 acres.

“The garden party helps fund the Land Trust’s basic opera-
tions and serves to raise awareness of the critical need for the 
conservation of our area’s natural resources,” says Paeonian 
Springs resident Linda Porter, who is co-chairing the event with 
Edie Smart of Upperville. According to Porter, Northern Vir-
ginia is at the forefront of a wave of development projected to 
house one-and-one-half million new residents within the next 
few decades.  

The Land Trust of Virginia (LTV), formed in 1992, is a 
private, non-profi t land conservation trust with the mission of 
preserving in perpetuity Virginia’s unique landscapes and his-
torical resources. LTV has the fl exibility to accept all types and 
sizes of conservation easements that have conservation values 
and whose donation constitutes a public benefi t.  Currently its 
emphasis is on preserving agricultural land, critical open space 
and rural landscapes that surround small towns and villages, es-
pecially in Northern Virginia.

Once part of a 500-acre tract included in a fi ve-million-acre 
land grant from King Charles II to seven English noblemen in 
1661, Farmer’s Delight is known more recently as the home of 
the late Ambassador George McGhee. McGhee devoted his life 
to national service in the navy and later in the state department 
as an ambassador under four presidents.

Used as a weekend retreat during his career, Farmer’s De-
light became McGhee’s principal residence upon his retirement 
in the 1960s. Under his supervision, the estate received substan-
tial improvement, as well as becoming the repository of his col-
lection of books and artifacts from his travels around the world. 
Extensive landscaping includes unique plantings, English gar-
dens, a boxwood maze, and an arboretum. Farmer’s Delight was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1973.

In 2005, shortly before his death, the ambassador established 
the McGhee Foundation, a non-profi t organization headquartered 
at Farmer’s Delight. It is focused on education, in particular the 
advancement of the many political, historical and cultural inter-

ests to which McGhee was devoted. 
For additional information on the Land Trust, and reserva-

tions for the upcoming Garden Party, contact 540-687-8441; or 
visit www.landtrustva@earthlink.net

Art at the Mill 
Opens April 28, 2007 

Celebrate spring in the Shenandoah Valley with art, history, 
and culture all under one roof at the semi-annual Art at the Mill 
art show in Millwood, Virginia.  An operational gristmill, built in 
1785 and sitting at the crossroads in this quaint village, becomes 
an extraordinary art gallery for two weeks every spring and fall.  
Art at the Mill is sponsored by and benefi ts the Clarke County 
Historical Association.

From April 28 - May 13, 2007, 295 artists will display nearly 
1,000 pieces of artwork of all mediums.  Most of the work is 
comprised of oil, acrylic, and watercolor paintings, but sculp-
ture, turned wood, and stoneware pieces also lend a signifi cant 
presence.  Truly something for every taste, budget, and decor.

The artists represent a wide area, from New York to Michi-
gan to Millwood, and include equine painters Martha Cammack 
and John Leone, landscape painters Gerard Erley and Antonia 
Walker, master woodworker John Noffsinger, and still life paint-
ings from Ryan Bongers and Trisha Adams.  Prices range from 
$40 for a stone pitcher to $10,000 for an intricate oil painting.

74 percent of sales go to the artists; 24 percent to the Clarke 
County Historical Association, which owns and operates the 
Burwell-Morgan Mill, in addition to collecting and preserving 
the history of this small rural county; and two percent to a schol-
arship fund which helps send a deserving local student to art 
school.

While you’re browsing and shopping, you might overhear 
one of the volunteer millers explaining how a double set of wood-
en gears turns the grindstones that grind corn and wheat.  Step 
outside to see the water from Spout Run fl owing to the massive 
mill wheel and get a gourmet sandwich from the general store 
across the road and enjoy a picnic in the mill meadow.  Plentiful, 
diverse art in a beautiful, historic setting makes this event one of 
the cultural highlights in the Shenandoah Valley.

The show opens Saturday, April 28, and runs through Sun-
day, May 13.  Hours are Sunday through Thursday 12-5, Friday 
and Saturday 10-6.  There is a $5 admission fee, $3 for seniors, 
students are free.  The Burwell -

Morgan Mill is located about 2 miles off Route 50 west in the 
village of Millwood, Clarke County, Virginia.  The physical ad-
dress is 15 Tannery Lane.  For more information and directions, 
please call 540-955-2600.

SKY MEADOWS STATE PARK 
MAY EVENTS

Saturday, May 5

Early Birds from 8:30 to 10:00 AM Join Ranger Ben to wel-
come the birds as they return from their winter habitats.  Learn how 
to identify different types by fi eld marks and calls.  Wear sturdy 
shoes and bring binoculars and fi eld guide.  (Approx. 1 mile)

1800s Clothing & Sewing Machines between 11:00 AM and 
5:00 PM Visit the Mount Bleak parlor and see authentic mid-1800s 
clothing and antique sewing machines on display.  Collectors Clif-
ford Shelton and Charles Taylor will gladly answer your questions.

Sunday, May 6

1800s Clothing & Sewing Machines between 11:00 AM and 
5:00 PM Visit the Mount Bleak parlor and see authentic mid-1800s 
clothing and antique sewing machines on display.  Collectors Clif-
ford Shelton and Charles Taylor will gladly answer your questions.

Wildfl ower Walk from 1:00 to 3:00 PM Join Ranger Erin on 
this moderate hike to the Snowden wildfl ower area.  Identify many 
of the spring blooms and learn the folklore of these Blue Ridge 
beauties.  Bring water and wear sturdy shoes.  (2 miles)

Saturday, May 12

Life on the Farm from 1:00 to 4:00 PM Watch as history comes 
to life and fi nd out what the Settle family might have been doing on 
their farm around 1860.  This month, join our volunteers as they 
plant the garden and whitewash the fence.

Sunday, May 13

Flutter By, Butterfl y from 1:00 to 3:00 PM Celebrate Moth-
er’s Day by looking for butterfl ies with Mary Alexander and Steve 
Malone of the Washington Area Butterfl y Club.  See the brilliance 
and variety of Sky Meadows’ butterfl ies.  Bring water and wear 
sturdy shoes.  (2 miles)

Saturday, May 19

Civilians in the Civil War between 11:00 and 5:00 PM Watch 
and talk with history interpreters of the Frederick Ladies’ Relief So-
ciety as they portray rural civilian life during the Civil War.

Astronomy for Everyone from 8:15 to 11:00 PM As 
the sky darkens, fi nd out about U.S. space research from the 
NASA Jet Propulsion Lab’s “Solar System Ambassadors.”  
At dark, take a sky tour with Sean O’Brien of the Smithso-
nian’s Albert Einstein Planetarium, and look for deep sky 
objects through large telescopes with the Northern Virginia 
Astronomy Club.  If the sky is cloudy, only the NASA/JPL 
program will be presented, and the park gates will close at 
10:00 PM.  Bring your children _ hour 
early for a special “Junior Astrono-
mer” activity.

Sunday, May 20

Civilians in the Civil War be-
tween 11:00 and 3:00 PM Watch and 
talk with history interpreters of the 
Frederick Ladies’ Relief Society as 
they portray rural civilian life during 
the Civil War.

Saturday & Sunday, May 26 & 27

Delaplane Strawberry Festival 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Celebrate 
spring and the region’s strawberry 
season with music, arts and crafts, kid 
games, a petting zoo, wagon rides, his-
torical exhibits, a silent auction, lots of 
great food and fresh strawberry sun-
daes.  Admission $20/car.

Thursday, May 31

Blue Moon Walk from 8:00 to 
9:30 PM Blue moons occur approxi-
mately once every 2_ years.  Join 
Ranger Kurt to hike up to the Pied-
mont Overlook as the moon rises.  
Watch and listen for evening wildlife 
as you walk downhill by the light of 
the full moon.  Bring water and wear 
sturdy shoes.  (1_ miles)

Mount Bleak House Tours The 
Mount Bleak house was the home of 

the Settle family before and during the Civil War.  On house 
tours, you’ll get a glimpse into the life of a middle class farm 
family around 1860.  The house will be open for guided tours 
between 1:00 and 4:00 PM on weekends and holidays.

11012 Edmonds Lane, Delaplane, VA 20144
Phone:  540-592-3556
www.dcr.virginia.gov
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I’m an ethi-
cal canine 
j o u r n a l i s t , 
so I have to 

tell you the dog’s 
honest truth: my 
people helped me 
write this month’s 
column. They 
have devoted a 
lot of time to re-
searching pet food 

and I’ve, well, devoted most of my 
time to eating it. But lately, scary stuff 
about pet food has been in the news 
a lot. Even I have to admit that smart 
dogs and cats should be questioning 
what’s in their bowls. Anyway, this 
topic gets pretty complex, so I called 
in some extra help.

Basically, as I understand it, hu-
man food gets a lot of attention. The 
same cannot be said for pet food. In 
fact, pet food is just barely regulated. 
Until recently, this discrepancy did not 
cause much alarm. In recent months, 
however, many animals have got-

ten sick and some have died because 
of contaminants poisoning a very 
long list of recalled popular pet food 
brands. 

I could go on for hours about this 
issue, but I like to keep things short 
because I have pressing commitments 
like barking and sleeping. After nar-
rowing down the facts, I’ve decided 
the fastest way to tackle this topic is 
to focus on two points: get to know the 
small-print ingredient list and do your 
research!

Get to Know the Small-Print In-
gredient List:

There are some very specifi c in-
gredients that I can tell you to avoid 
– not just because of the pet food re-
call, but because they simply aren’t 
good for us. If the ingredient label on 
a bag or can has these words on it, do 

not feed it to your pet: 
• By-products
• Digest
• Ethoxyquin
• BHA
• BHT
• Propylene Glycol
• Rice Protein Concentrate 
• Wheat Gluten

There are a few additional point-
ers to keep in mind: Rice is still okay 
(rice protein concentrate is very dif-
ferent from whole rice). Wheat, even 
in non wheat-gluten form, is generally 
not a great ingredient because it is a 
very common allergen. Finally, avoid 
corn because it is usually used in in-
ferior food. 

Do Your Research:
• Find out where your pet’s food 

is made. If the company that produces 
your pet’s food won’t tell you where 
it’s manufactured and by whom, that’s 
not a good sign. 

• Please Google the phrase 
“What’s Really in Pet Food” and read 
this highly informative article found 
on the Animal Protection Institute’s 
website. It’s a long article but well 
worth any pet owner’s time.

• Keep up with the latest brands 
added to the recall list. The original 
list has been expanded. 

If you feed commercial brands, 
think about our food differently than 
you think about your food. Why? Be-
cause we might be eating the same 
thing every single day. Occasional 
junk food may be a harmless indul-
gence for you, but if our food is junk 
food, we’re eating it exclusively! 

Of course, 
some people 
choose to cook for 
their pets, and that’s a 
terrifi c solution as long 
as someone familiar with pet nutrition 
helps to formulate a well-balanced 
home-cooked diet specifi c to the needs 
of dogs and cats.

I know how confusing and fright-
ening the pet food recall has been for 
many people, but a little knowledge 
will go a long way in easing any con-
cerns. Most importantly, take this is-
sue seriously. Your best friend’s health 
and well-being are at stake.

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is 
Chairman of the Board of Wylie Wagg, 
a shop for dogs, cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg and Fairfax.

Albert’s 
Corner
A monthly column 
for people who 
share Their homes 
with four-legged 
friends.

Friends for Life

Loudoun’s Animal 
Control Honored

Loudoun County’s Animal 
Control Division has been 
named the 2006 Outstand-
ing Agency from the Na-

tional Animal Control Association 
(NACA).  

“The Department of Animal 
Care & Control is extremely hon-
ored to receive this award, and it is 
especially gratifying to be recognized 
by a national organization of animal 
control professionals,” remarked Di-
rector Thomas Koenig. “This award 
validates our belief that Animal Con-
trol is more than just a law enforce-
ment entity, and that innovative, pro-
active outreach programs are equally 
important to the community, and 
merit recognition.”  

According to Awards Committee 
Chair Debbie Dawson, the county’s 
nomination “was considered along 
with those from other agencies from 
across the United States and select-
ed as the agency that met the high-
est standards for an animal control 
agency.”  

NACA established the Outstand-
ing Agency Award in 1989, and it is 
open to all member organizations. 
Per NACA, award selection is based 
on “effective training program[s] for 
personnel; outstanding/innovative 
public education programs; active 
community involvement; and aver-
age offi cer response time to calls for 
assistance.”  

In additional to the regular 
workload responding to requests for 
service, Loudoun County Animal 
Control was recognized for their ac-
tive public presence and innovative 
programs. Animal Control hosted 
several training classes in 2006 to 
help further their own skills as well 
as those in other jurisdictions. Ad-
ditionally, they created a program 
to provide pet oxygen masks to all 
of Loudoun County’s Fire & Rescue 
stations, and conducted 12 training 
sessions on their use for Fire & Res-
cue personnel.  

Loudoun County Animal Control 
works to maintain an active public 
presence, and regularly attends com-
munity events and makes educational 
presentations. Loudoun County Ani-
mal Control has also been proactive 
in dealing with wildlife, hosting two 
Wildlife Forums for public safety of-
fi cials to discuss ways to manage is-
sues arising from increased contact 
between citizens and wildlife.     
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