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Vigorous and vocal reaction to a proposed 
66% increase in the Town’s real estate 
tax and to suggestions the Town end it’s 
$30,000 per year subsidy of the “Pink 

Box” information center marked the May 10 ses-
sion of the Middleburg Town Council.  

The Council’s “regular” Thursday meeting was 
but one of a series of full-Council “work” sessions 
over the past month, with some discussions open to 
the public, some, especially those related to discus-
sions with Salamander, closed.

The meetings focused on two inextricably re-
lated issues: tough budget decisions for the coming 
fi scal year and moving forward on the most recent 
version of the Salamander Inn development plan.

Once open, the new, 168-room, Salamander 
Inn and Spa is expected to drive roughly $100,000 
per month to the town’s coffers according to Coun-
cil Member Trowbridge Littleton.  In addition, Sal-
amander’s construction of a new, $5 million waste 
water treatment plant spares the town cost of either 
keeping the old system in repair or, inevitably, re-
placing it.  Slowly, that process continues to move 
forward, with a fi rm majority of the voting members 
of Council in support.

All budget options are, however,  on the table 
including:  a raise for town employees that amounts 
to an infl ation-adjusted pay cut; cutting or eliminat-
ing the town’s marketing and economic develop-
ment budgets, and transferring the administration of 
the Town’s water and sewer system to the County.

In the midst of these discussions, problems with 
the Virginia Department of Transportation raised 
yet another old ghost:  fi nancial oversight.  This 
time it took the form of a $50,000 check written to 
Emmanual Episcopal church on October 21, 2005.  
Apparently authorized by former Town Administra-
tor Mike Casey, and signed by former Mayor Tim 
Dimos, to date, no formal documentation of Coun-
cil review or approval of the expenditure has been 
forthcoming from either Church or Town.

Real Estate Taxes: Up 66% 
At the public hearing on the town’s “Proposed 

Real Estate Tax Increase on May 10, ”Town Ad-
ministrator Jerry Schiro justifi ed a 66% increase by 
citing long-discussed, documented, and irrefutable 
needs.  

With the Salamander properties annexed, but 
undeveloped, Shiro chose to recommend a tax rate 
in which no new assessments due to new construc-
tion or improvements would be included.

As of January 1, 2007, he noted, the total as-
sessed value of real property in the Town was rough-
ly 5.4% higher than last year.  

To generate the same amount of revenue as last 
year, a tax rate of nine cents per $100 of assessed 
value would be suffi cient.

In order to balance a 1% increase in the Town’s 
budget, however, Schiro and the Town Council pro-
posed adoption of a rate of fi fteen cents per $100 of 
assessed value.  

It was the fi rst CHANGE in the Town’s real es-
tate tax rate in a quarter century according to a resi-
dent who remembered it, and the fi rst INCREASE 
in even longer.

“I hate to be always in the negative,” Jerry Wine 
responded, “but we just raised water and sewer rates 
. . .” Noting that the increase would place “a signifi -
cant burden on a number of people in town” he said, 
“We need to do some belt tightening somewhere 
else.”

Wendy Duling concurred. “It can come out to 
be quite a bit of money,” she said.  “…people who 
may feel they have to relocate to some place less 
expensive because taxes are prohibitive.”

A public hearing on the fi nal draft of Schiro’s 
fi rst formal budget for Middleburg was scheduled to 
coincide with the full-council work session on May 
24, with adoption possible seven days later, either 
at the June 11 work session, or the June 14 regular 
meeting of Council.

Pink Box, Red Faces
Schiro also reported that, following Council 

discussions on April 26, he and Claudia Dornin, 
Middleburg’s Economic Development Director, 
were “exploring the feasibility” of “relocating” the 
public information activities currently carried out 
by volunteers in the “Pink Box,” the town’s quaintly 
named offi cial “information center.”

Town Attorney Liz Whiting was, he said, inves-
tigating the possibility of breaking the Town’s lease 
of the property from the National Sporting Library.  
Breaking the lease appeared to be possible, accord-
ing to Schiro, if the library were notifi ed on or before 

Middleburg welcomed the over 500 riders 
in the 25th Annual MS Bike tour Satur-
day as they rode to raise funds for the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Members of the Middleburg Professional Asso-
ciation staffed a welcome table at the MS Bike Ride 
Rest Stop at Middleburg Elementary School. Jo Ann 
Hazard, MBPA president, Ken Reid, vice president 
of MBPA and Economic Development Co-ordinator 
Claudia Dornin welcomed the riders to Middleburg 
personally, and were pleased when many riders com-
mented favorably on the “…beautiful village.”

President Hazard organized a raffl e for the rid-
ers that included a one-night stay at The Middleburg 
Country Inn, dinner for two at The Hidden Horse 
Tavern and a Book on Biking 
from Books & Crannies.  Punkin 
Lee provided a much- welcomed 
tent to provide shade for the wel-
come committee and the riders  

The riders arrived between 
11 a.m. and 4 p.m. on their way 
back to Purcellville, and 127 folks 

signed up for the MBPA raffl e.
Robin Swift  of the National MS Foundation 

said this was the only outreach of this kind from any 
of the towns along the route. 

Among the riders, many had never visited 
Middleburg before.  The majority originated in the 
Washington Metropolitan Area, but some were from 
Northern Virginia, Pennsylvania and Colorado.

“For fi rst timers, there seemed to be surprise that 
“this cool little town” existed so close to DC/Arling-
ton,” said Dornin. “Folks consistently remarked on 
how beautiful the area was and how much they ap-
preciated that we took the time to be there to wel-
come them.”
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Middleburg gained two 
citizens of the highest 
order when Dudley Bunn 
retired as an Army Lieu-

tenant Colonel to Middleburg, Vir-
ginia with his wife, Cissy. Of all the 
things the Bunn’s did, the most memo-
rable may be the annual Christmas in 
Middleburg Parade. 

Known to all as the nicest, most 
concerned and caring people, they al-
ways had a kind word and a helping 
hand, according to Middleburg Bank 
Vice President Reggie Dawson.  They 
fi rst owned Scotland House, and then 
opened Thoroughbreds while they 
lived in Middleburg.  A few years ago, 
when the Bunns moved to Atlanta, to, 
as Dudly said, …”sit on the porch.”  
They only returned for special occa-
sions.

“Cissy died several years ago,” 
Reggie reminisced.  “Now, with Dud-
ly’s recent passing, we look back and 
realize just how much they both did to 
help our community.”

The origin of the Christmas pa-
rade took place during coffee at the 
Red Fox Inn when Dudly and Cissy 
heard the mayor say that Middleburg 
needed a parade.  It only took an in-
stant for both the Bunn’s to begin 
making plans to address the need.

“Tyler Gore of Royston Funeral 
Home, and Patty Arwine, who had a 

business where the Home Store is now, 
were also there, and Dudly enlisted 
them to help get the parade started,” 
Reggie said.

“At fi rst it was just the Kenna 
Temple Bagpipers from Arlington/
Fairfax and a few citizens’ groups who 
thoroughly enjoyed the festive walk 
through town to begin the holiday sea-
son.  We all went to Dudly and Cissy’s 
house for ribbon tying parties a few 
days before the parade, they made chili 
and we all sat around eating, tying and 
having fun as we prepared for a very 
long day during the actual event.”

No one may have realized just 
how long that day was going to be in 
the 21st century.

In the beginning, Dudly wanted 
to be sure everything was well orga-
nized and, to that end, he made maps 
of where all the holiday signs were to 
be hung, and supervised their installa-
tion with great care.  

“He was everywhere,” said Daw-
son.  “Dudly just loved the Christmas 
Parade, and no matter how much work 
it took, he was determined it would be 
better each successive year.”

As Dudly’s dream came true and 
the parade began to assume larger and 
larger proportions, the Middleburg 
Business Association got involved.  
Each president of the organization had 
the responsibility to help with the pa-

rade. 
“I remember when I was vice 

president of the business association, 
McKelvy Costin, who was president 
then, gave me an envelope and said, 
…here’s what you need to do the pa-
rade….” Reggie continued.  “Inside 
were scraps of paper with a jumble of 
handwritten phone numbers.  I decided 
then and there that we had to organize 
the parade.”

“When Dee Dee Hubbard was 
elected president of the business asso-
ciation, she and Caroline Casey and I 
were able to  organize the parade each 
year with the help of dozens of won-
derful community citizens who love 
the event just as much as Dudly did.”

Today, the community walk 
through town has become a signature 
event for Middleburg.  Always orga-
nized on the fi rst Saturday in Decem-
ber, the festivities now begin with the 
Hunt riding through the village in the 
morning, and the actual parade lining 
up for a 3 p.m. start.

“October, November and Decem-
ber are all ‘parade’ months,” Reggie 
said.

“It’s a job that begins every year 
just as the previous year’s parade 
ends.

In the past six years the crowds 
have become so enormous that, with-
out the kindness of Salamander to 

let us use their fi elds for parking, we 
couldn’t accommodate all the people 
who come to view.  We used to have 
to run shuttle buses to the Catholic 
Church and back to take care of peo-
ple.”

The parade now includes as many 
as sixty different units.  All sorts of 
animals parade, dogs, cats, alpacas, 
llamas, ox carts, carriages and zebras.  

The Corgi Corps that now march-
es every year, began with a just few 
local  corgi owners.  Last Christmas, 
Almost 80 corgis of all kinds and 
from all over the world marched in a 
wiggly, smiling gaggle as the parade 
wound from the Sportsman’s Library 
to its conclusion.

“One year, we decided to add a 
Grand Marshall to the parade, and the 
idea was to invite a famous person to 
be so honored,” Dawson explained.  
“Soon, we all realized that the Christ-
mas in Middleburg Parade had a life 
of its own and we should  honor out-
standing local citizens.”

“The best Grand Marshals ever 
were Dudly and Cissy Bunn.  They 
came from Atlanta for the parade, 
and I could tell by watching him that 
Dudly was exceptionally touched and 
pleased.  They will both be seriously 
missed.”
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News of Note
Dudley Bunn Leaves a Christmas Legacy

Rebecca Poston

The question of the day:
Paper or Plastic?

Plastic
• Made from a byproduct 

of oil refi ning: polyethylene. 
The bags are manufactured 
using electricity.

• Between 500 million 
and 1 trillion plastic bags are 
made worldwide each year.

• Some say plastic will 
never break down and dis-
appear. Others say it will 
break down after 1000 years 
in a landfi ll, 450 years in the 
ocean.

• Positive: They take up 
less space in landfi lls.

• Potential: They can eas-
ily be recycled by remelting, 
which sterilizes the plastic 
and then reforming. This pro-
cess can be repeated many 
times.

• Problem: Only 1-3 % 
of plastic bags are recycled, 
the rest go to landfi lls, wa-
terways, storm drains, etc. 
According to an article in 
the BBC dated May 8, 2002, 
in South Africa plastic bags 
have been dubbed ”The Na-
tional Flower” because so 

many hang from fences and 
get caught in bushes. Also, 
Ireland has imposed a 15 
cent tax on each new plastic 
bag to curb the litter problem. 
Within a couple of months 
shoppers have switched to re-
using bags. One of the biggest 
grocery chains, Superquinn, 

states that the number of new 
bags it distributes has dropped 
by 97.5%.

• According to the Sierra 
Club, when 1 ton of plastic 
bags is reused or recycled, the 
energy equivalent of 11 bar-
rels of oil are saved.

Paper
• Made from trees, con-

sidered to be renewable. 
Making paper involves log-
ging and destroying habitat 
for plants and animals, in ad-
dition to the trees ability to 
absorb greenhouse gases. In 
1999, 14 million trees were 
cut to produce the 10 billion 
paper grocery bags used by 
Americans that year alone.

• It takes 3 tons of wood 
to produce 1 ton of wood pulp 
from which paper bags are 
made. Pulp is washed and 
bleached using thousands of 
gallons of clean water.

• It takes more that four 
times as much energy to man-
ufacture a paper bag as it does 
to manufacture a plastic bag, 
which means more green-
house gases are produced.

• Paper can breakdown 
in landfi lls if water, light and 
oxygen can get to it, which 
is not the case in most of our 
landfi lls.

• Recycled paper creates 
less air pollution and less wa-
ter pollution than virgin paper, 
however both involve using 
chemicals that eventually get 
into our waterways. Recycled 
paper is more environmental-

ly friendly than virgin paper, 
but at this time it is also more 
expensive to buy.

• According to the Sierra 
Club, “When 1 ton of paper 
bags is reused or recycled, 3 
cubic meters of landfi ll space 
is saved and 13-17 trees are 
spared! In 1997 955,000 tons 
of paper bags were used in the 
U.S.”

Solutions
• BYOB (Bring Your 

Own Bag)
• Recycle
• In Middleburg, reuse or 

deposit plastic bags in the bin 
in front of Safeway. Please 
do not put them in the bins at 
Mickey Gordon’s recycling 
center.

• Reuse paper and take 
to Mickey Gordon’s recycling 
center.

If you have found a better 
solution, please let us know.

Middleburg Go Green
P.O. Box 703
Middleburg, VA  20118

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Go Green Middleburg
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News of Note

Benefi t of the Cherry 
Blossom Breast Can-
cer Fund Longtime 
Middleburg residents, 

Thelma Swain and Pat Owens, 
raised $775 Saturday, May 14 for 
breast cancer research and pre-
vention from a Bake Sale in front 
of the Safeway. 

“We conducted the sale in 
memory of my sister-in-law, 
Brenda Tumblin, who died of 
breast cancer at age 42,” Thelma 
said, “and for our dear friend, 
Mary Jo Jackson, who is combat-

ing the disease so well, with great 
spirit.”

Pat said that more than thirty 
Middleburgers from the Baptist 
Church, the Ladies Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary, The Hill School, 
a woman’s book club, and oth-
ers contributed baked goods for 
the benefi t of the Cherry Blos-
som Breast Cancer Fund.  Many 
people, upon seeing the Cherry 
Blossom banner, simply donated 
money without purchasing, add-
ed Pat.

Cherry Blossom Bake Sale 

Exciting chukkers, dazzling 
entertainment, magnificent 
ponies, memorable rock and 
roll, crackling fireworks 

and daring displays of high-flying 
F-18 Navy jets provided a feast for 
the senses at Morven Park’s First 
America’s Cup.   The charity event 
took place on a pristine, newly con-
structed polo field at the historic 
estate and attracted a crowd of over 
4,000 to commemorate the 400th 
anniversary of Jamestown.

The U.S. Polo Team, sponsored 
by Cartier and led by America’s 
Cup Founder and Chairman Tareq 
Salahi, took three chukkers from 
the UK Team captained by Julian 
Hipwood.  But, at the end of the 
fast-paced match, the Ritz Carlton 
sponsored UK team led the day sev-
en chukkers to three.  

In addition to winning the 
Cartier trophy and engraved indi-
vidual silver trays, each member 
of the Ritz Carlton UK Team took 
home Cartier stainless steel Road-
ster watches.

The true winner of the day was 

Journey for the Cure, the not-for-
profit organization that will benefit 
from funds raised to help The Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society and 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

A sensational two-hour per-
formance by legendary rock group, 
Journey, brought fans to their feet 
to cheer on their favorites, and the 
band debuted a new single, “Winds 
of Freedom,” before they concluded 
their show.

Claude McKnight of Take 6 
sang an inspirational interpretation 
of “God Bless America.”

U.S. Navy F-18’s performed 
thrilling flyovers and a touching 
memorial to Virginia Tech victims 
as Blackwater USA opened the 
school’s flag alongside U.S. and UK 
flags during their parachute jump.

Everyone in attendance agreed 
that fireworks over Morven Park 
should take place much more often 
as the sparkling display concluded 
the evening and cast glittering lights 
on the beautiful, historic estate.

Guests who enjoyed the day in 
reserved tents, were treated to de-

licious fare by Market Salamander 
of Middleburg and Palm Beach, and 
toasts were raised in tribute to the 
day’s events with a shiraz-viognier 
blend created by Chairman Salahi’s 
Oasis Winery.

Enjoying the festivities were 
many notable guests including Ital-
ian Ambassador Giovanni Castel-
laneta, Afghan Ambassador Said 
Jawad, Qubad Talabani, son of Iraqi 
President Jalal Talabani, Salaman-
der Hospitality owner and Wash-
ington Mystics co-owner Sheila 
Johnson, NBC’s David Gregory, 
Redskins’ offensive coordinator 
Al Saunders and America’s Most 
Wanted television host John Walsh.

Plans began immediately for 
the 2008 America’s Cup of Polo 
when Ambassador Giovanni an-
nounced that Italy will challenge 
America in next year’s event at 
Morven Park.  Scheduled for May 
10, the event will always fall on the 
second Saturday in May to ensure 
the best chance for the same lovely 
weather enjoyed at Morven Park 
this year.

Ritz Carlton’s UK Team Takes Trophy
at First America’s Cup of Polo

Lions everywhere will roar 
with approval when Lebo M 
and the Broadway cast of The 
Lion King sing for the guests 

at Sandi Young and P. Jay Fetner’s 
June 23rd  ‘Cape Town in the Coun-
try’ benefi t to create post-apartheid op-
portunities for underprivileged South 
African students and create more eco-
nomic advancement in the country.

Lebo M, the Grammy and Tony 
Award winning arranger, lyricist, sing-
er and performer, will perform under a 
canopy before black-tie attired dinner 
guests at beautiful Coachman Farms 
on Zulla Road in The Plains.  Prior to 
the main event, recording artist Mban-
di, whose latest release includes the 
melodious female voice often heard 
on Yanni sound tracks, will perform 
for VIP guests.

Combining a love for Africa, her 
philanthropic mission and renowned 

imagination and creativity, Sandi 
Young, chairman of the event, will 
dedicate the proceeds to benefi t the 
United States South African Wine 
Foundation, a sister organization of the 
South African Wine Foundation NGO 
that provides an education for young 
South Africans who are trained only as 
wine makers, thereby leading to lives 
of alcoholism and lack of hope.

The spectacular evening promis-
es guests scrumptious delicacies, fi ne 
wines music, dancers, history and cul-
ture in one of the areas most exquisite 
Hunt Country settings.

“When Judy Chambers and Gavin 
Pitersea, a South African businessman 
and philanthropic force, I immediately 
knew this would be a tremendously 
challenging but immensely worth-
while endeavor,” Young explained.  
“This will certainly be my grandest 
fundraising adventure to date!”

After weeks of contact and nego-
tiation with New York booking agents, 
Sandi learned that Lebo M and Gavin 
Pitersea were taking The Lion King to 
Johannesburg for the fi rst time to cel-
ebrate the show’s 10th anniversary.

It was Lebo who brought the in-
satiable spirit of Nelson Mandela’s en-
durance of his 27-year prison sentence 
to return to lead his country, and the 
way Mandela’s story paralleled Lebo’s 
own struggle in the ghetto of Soweto, 
to the amazing music and score that 
tells the story about a lion returning to 
Pride Rock in The Lion King.

“Lebo’s beginning was rough, 
“ Sandi said,” but his dreams carried 
from being a nine-year-old performing 
in smoky homeland nightclubs to Los 
Angeles where he begged on street 
corners, cleaned fl oors and worked 
at the famous double arches until he 
landed on the doorstep of Quincy 

Jones and famed composer Hans Zim-
mer and Disney.”

Lebo is highly regarded as the 
composer of some of the most moving 
and resonant music in modern times.

P. Jay Fetner, who will host 
the event, is an author, writer of the 
award-winning The African Safari, 
an avid polo player and owner of The 
Golden Zebra Polo team.  Also well 
known for his African decorated guest 
house at Coachman Farms, Fetner has 
an extensive art collection.

Guests will have an opportunity 
to bid on fabulous items during a si-
lent auction, as well as a live auction 
for four items, one of which is a trip to 
South Africa.

For more information, please tele-
phone Sandi Young at 540 364 6602 
or visit OutAfrica2003@aol.com.  No 
tickets will be available the week of 
the event.

Pride Rock Comes to Middleburg
For “Cape Town in the Country” Benefit

The Aldie Ruritan Club was 
recently lauded for complet-
ing 55 years of community 
service.  Mr. Merrel Partlow, 

an original member of the club char-
tered in 1952.

Under the guidance of new of-
fi cers Bud Hamrick – President, John 
Ellis – Vice President, Norm Levin 
– Secretary, and returning Treasurer, 
Wynne Saffer, the club has set an en-
ergetic agenda of community service, 
growing membership, and fund rais-
ing.

Once again Aldie Ruritan will 
present the Allen Gulick Scholarship 
to an outstanding student of Agri-
culture from Loudoun County High 
School.  In addition, a new $1000 
scholarship will be awarded to a de-
serving student from Freedom high 
School.

This summer the folks in Aldie 
and the surrounding area will be 
treated to a concert series courtesy of 
Aldie Ruritan.  Plans call for 3 con-
certs on Sunday afternoons at the pa-
vilion behind the Methodist Church.  
Local artist Andrew McNight will 
perform, as well as Amy Sullivan and 
the Whiskey Darlin’s.

Aldie Ruritan 
Lauded for 
Service
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. . or even counterproductive.  People 
don’t come down these streets . . . and 
if you make capital improvements to 
this facility . . . that benefi ts not us, 
not the town, but the Sporting Library 
and the Trustees there.”

As for the $2,500 Middleburg 
Garden Club donation, Ribaudo told 
the council that, “When the Board  . 
. . voted on its donation to the ‘Pink 
Box,’ none of us understood the terms 
of this lease [with the Sporting Li-
brary] and what happened to capital 
improvements.”  

According to Ribaudo the Gar-
den Club was now “holding that do-
nation in abeyance until such time 
as there is a resolution, by the Town 
Council, of this whole issue.”

Ribaudo concluded by thanking 
the Council for its hard work in dif-
fi cult times.

$50 K to Emmanuel Church?
Perhaps the most unfortunate 

event of the month’s series of meet-
ings and work sessions was the dis-
covery . . . or rediscovery . . . of 

what appears to be an unauthorized 
$50,000 payment from the Town to 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, and a 
Church request for even more.

At best, the situation can be de-
scribed as an unfortunate example of 
good intentions gone awry.  At the 
very least it serves, in the words of 
Town Council member Mark Snyder, 
as yet another example “of a litany of 
unauthorized expenditures” incurred 
during the administration of former 
Mayor Tim Dimos and former Town 
Manager, Mike Casey. Documenta-
tion is sketchy.

Parking Lots and Storm Waters
All parties agree that the prob-

lem began in June 2005, with a genu-
ine effort to do the right thing for both 
the Town, and Emmanuel Church.

In the fall of the preceding year, 
2004, Emmanuel Church began a 
renovation project and new construc-
tion on its Parish House project at 105 
Washington Street.

Loudoun County regulations re-

News of Note

Continued Page 8

Only ten miles from 
Middleburg, at Dulles Ur-
gent Care in Stone Ridge, 
Virginia, patients and their 

families enjoy a relaxing, tranquil 
atmosphere where pleasant medical 
assistants and doctors create a setting 
that really feels like home. Serving cit-
izens of Chantilly, South Riding, Ar-
cola, Stone Ridge, Aldie, Middleburg 
and surrounding communities, Dulles 
Urgent Care was established in 2005.

President Mel Chatman’s team 
is determined to provide patients and 
customers with a gracious, welcom-
ing environment and impeccably ef-
fi cient service. 

“Our commitment is to provide 
the highest quality service in the short-
est possible time,” Chatman said.

After a quick moment at the 
desk to register, a medical assistant 
welcomes you to a triage area where 
you enjoy smooth sounds of music 
while your vital statistics are record-
ed.  Shortly after you are seated in 
one of six examination rooms, one of 
the Center’s doctors arrives to discuss 
your medical problem.

A decision to treat, x-ray or re-
fer you to another medical facility is 
made, and, in certain circumstances, 
when appropriate, the doctor may rec-
ommend that you to pursue another 
method of treatment.

Quickly all required services are 
provided and discharge instructions 
are fully explained.  The examination 
concludes with an exchange of smiles 
and you return to reception for fi nal 

details.
The entire process takes less than 

45 minutes of your busy schedule, and 
you leave feeling well cared for and 
much better informed about the situ-
ation at hand.

Dulles Urgent Care Center 
is open seven days a week and is 
pleased to provide services without 
an appointment.  It is an ideal option 
for those unable to conveniently or 
quickly obtain medical support from 
their primary service provider, or for 
individuals wishing to avoid the long 
wait and expensive cost of an emer-
gency room visit.

For more information, telephone 
703-542-7921

Quality Services at Dulles Urgent Care

The spring weather has fi nally 
arrived in Loudoun County!  
Spring brings chirping birds, 
the smell of fresh cut grass 

and the opportunity to buy the freshest, 
local food available.  The Middleburg 
Farmers Market opened for the season 
on Saturday, May 5, from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.

 Local residents will have the 
opportunity to enjoy a wide range of 
fresh products from local farmers, 
including fruits and vegetables, fresh 
breads and baked goods and meat 
products, just to name a few.

 “Last year’s Middleburg market 
was not only a success, but a way of 
life for many local residents,” said 
Middleburg Market Manager Sally 
Bolton.  “We are again excited to 
work with the Town of Middleburg, 
the supportive community members, 
and welcome new vendors to pro-

duce another successful market in 
Middleburg.”

 During the month of May, cus-
tomers will fi nd the following fruits 
and vegetables:  salad greens, “mi-
cro-mix”, basil, asparagus, rhubarb, 
spinach, onions, radishes, strawber-
ries, turnips, kale, arugula, and spring 
onions. 

The Middleburg Market is one 
of seven markets sponsored by the 
Loudoun Valley HomeGrown Mar-
kets Association.  These are home-
grown, producer only markets, mean-
ing the people who sell you the food 
are the people who grow it.  This 
system guarantees customers will fi nd 
only produce that is both fresh and lo-
cal.  The producers stand behind their 
products 100 percent, and are happy 
to share information with you about 
how their products are raised. 

 “By buying fruits, vegetables, 

meats, and eggs at your local farmer’s 
market, you are supporting local agri-
culture and a continuing supply of lo-
cal foods,” said Bolton.  “Many fruits 
and vegetables arrive at the markets 
within 24-hours of harvest from the 
fi eld – you just can’t beat the quality 
and freshness!”

 The Middleburg Market oper-
ates on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. in the parking lot behind 
the Middleburg Community Center 
on Stonewall Avenue.  The market 
runs for six months, May through the 
end of October.

 The Middleburg Market keeps 
its shoppers informed of weekly spe-
cials and vendor products through an 
e-newsletter.  To sign-up to get the 
latest information, visit the LVHMA 
Web site at www.loudounfarmersmar-
kets.com.

Visit the Middleburg Farmers Market
for Fresh, Fabulous Food

Tax Hikes, Belt Tightening
From Page 1
June 1.

Up to $30,000 per year could be 
saved by moving the town’s “informa-
tion center” to either the Town Offi ces 
or the Town-owned “Health Center” 
building that currently houses, among 
other things, Police Headquarters. 

The notion of “closing” the “Pink 
Box” drew immediate fi re, offers of 
fi nancial support from fans of the cen-
ter, and unpleasant public exchanges 
on the fl oor of Town Hall. 

Audrey Bergner, part of the 12-
member “Pink Box Advisory Com-
mittee” read a prepared statement 
“on behalf of the Volunteers, the “do-
cents” of the “Pink Box.”  Noting that 
the “hospitality, warmth and sense of 
history could not be duplicated in an-
other location,” Bergner said a group 
of more than twenty individuals and 
families had pledged enough money 
to cover the rent paid by the Town for 
the Pink Box for a full year. 

Bergner also announced that the 
Middleburg Garden Club had pledged 
$2,500 towards maintaining the “Pink 
Box” gardens. “This is,” she said, “ . . 
. a perfect example of the caring spirit 
which makes this town so unique.”

Joanne Swift owner of “The 
Shaggy Ram” on Main Street, agreed, 
and suggested that “anyone who has 
a business here should be “more than 
willing to kick in $100 or more per 
month to keep the center in the “Pink 
Box.”

Unpleasantries
Kathy Ribaudo, who serves on 

the Town Planning Commission and 
as Treasurer of the Middleburg Gar-
den Club, suggested that “Pink Box” 
volunteers might consider setting up a 
private foundation to spare the Town 
the expense of maintaining the prop-
erty, and consider treating it as an his-

toric site, rather than a working “visi-
tor center.”

She ran into trouble, however, 
when she noted, “The true cost of 
running the “Pink Box” is not $4,800 
a year.” 

She was met with catcalls from 
the fl oor when she noted that $4,800 
was “just the rent” and that the “true 
cost to the town . . . was closer to $20 
or $30 thousand a year.”  

Betsy Davis, for perhaps the fi rst 
time in her tenure as Mayor, was com-
pelled to call for order.

Shocked, Ribaudo spoke directly 
to the “Pink Box” supporters who had 
interrupted her.  

“I have been treated abusively 
every month, every week,” she said, 
noting that she’d “been coming to 
your meetings for eleven years.”

Conceding that the fate of the 
“Pink Box” was an emotional issue 
for some, she urged that, in spite of 
it “ . . . we deal with realities and the 
facts.

Citing rumors she’d heard, 
among them a tale of the center’s im-
minent “relocation” to some out-of-
the-way “basement,” Ribaudo chided 
her detractors. “I do not wish to hear 
the misstatements that I hear on the 
street,” she said. “I want to hear it 
from the horse’s mouth in horse coun-
try.”

Confi rming, from personal ex-
perience, persistent rumors that even 
volunteers and town offi cials were 
sometimes asked to sign the “Pink 
Box” register of “visitors,” Ribaudo 
noted that, as a “visitor center,” the 
“Pink Box” was in a terrible location, 
hard to fi nd, and poorly identifi ed.  

“Putting your visitors center in 
an area where we have no shops,” 
she contended, was non-productive . 
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News of Note
quired that the church construct a new 
“Storm Water Waste Management 
System” designed to carry water from 
the Parish house site and its parking 
spaces, across East Federal Street, and 
into a stream that fl ows through the 
graveyard across from the church.

According to a letter from Jim 
Davis, Chairman of the Church Build-
ing Committee, construction of the 
system was expected to cost roughly 
$200,000.

In the summer of 2005, 
Middleburg was required to build 
a similar system, designed to carry 
storm water away from its new Lib-
erty Street Parking lot, built directly 

across the street from Emmanuel 
Church.  Estimated cost:  $150,000. 

Documents at Town Hall indi-
cate that instead of constructing a new 
system for the Federal Street lot, for-
mer Town Manager Mike Casey and 
others decided to connect the Federal 
Street Parking Lot system to that serv-
ing Emmanuel Church. 

According to Casey and other 
sources, connecting the Federal Street 
Lot to the Church system BEFORE 
it crossed Federal Street promised 
to save both money and unnecessary 
destruction and restoration of private 
property. 

According to a September, 2006, 

letter describing the combined-sys-
tem plan, the new approach allowed 
Middleburg to avoid:  having to build 
its own crossing of Federal Street; 
securing an easement to use private 
property near the cemetery for under-
ground pipe; cutting down a number 
of old trees on the private property; 
installing a second pipe, parallel to 
the Emmanuel Church pipe, to carry 
water from East Federal Street to the 
stream; preparing a suitable outlet 
into the stream itself; and then re-
storing the landscaping of the private 
property right of way.

The plan, however, required that 
signifi cant improvements be made to 

the Emmanuel Church system to han-
dle the extra water from the Federal 
Street Parking lot.

These improvements were made, 
and, according to a September, 2006 
letter from Emmanuel’s Jim Davis 
to Middleburg Town Planner, David 
Beniamino, “In return for the use of 
the Emmanuel System, the Town of 
Middleburg agreed to pay Emmanuel 
Church $50,000.”  A check was issued 
on October 21, 2005.

Extra Costs
According to Emmanuel Church, 

however, the $50,000 check did not 
fully cover the costs the Town had 
agreed to pay.

Breaking through hard rock on 
East Federal Street required heavy 
equipment and another $23,201, and 
Loudoun County Inspectors required 
an additional $18,478 of work.

Claiming that the Town would 
have encountered the same problems 
had it built its own, independent sys-
tem, Emmanuel Church asked to be 
reimbursed for the extra expense.

According to a Jim Davis let-
ter, former Town Administrator Mike 
Casey then “ . . . offered to pay Em-
manuel Church a fi nal payment of 
$25,000 for the Town of Middleburg 
work plus a contribution toward the 
additional costs incurred the construc-
tion of the storm water management 
system.”  

Davis, in the same letter, asserts 
that he, on behalf of the Church, ac-
cepted Casey’s offer, but that “this 
payment has not been made by the 
Town.”
Who Really Owes What to Whom?

In late April, 2007, Jerry Schiro, 
Middleburg’s new Town Administra-
tor, reported that the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation was having 
“some issues with the work” on both 
the Federal Street Parking Lot system, 
and that done for the Church.  These 
new “issues”, including storm wa-
ter grates and sidewalks not meeting 
VDOT specifi cations, set off a fi re-
storm in Council.

During the April 27, 2007, work 
session of the Council, Vice Mayor 
Darlene Kirk asserted that she re-
membered an earlier discussion of 
the matter,” including cost issues, 
and that “Council’s opinion was to 
go back to the Church and say that it 
[ostensibly Emmanuel’s request for 
an extra $25,000] was not an agreed 
upon amount.”

Council minutes record Mark 
Snyder asserting that “unless anyone 
could fi nd meeting minutes or any-
thing else that showed that Mr. Casey 
was authorized to enter into that 
agreement, there was no agreement.  

Snyder further noted that “he did 
not believe Council ever authorized 
that agreement.”

Town Attorney, Liz Whiting con-
curred, stating “she did not think any-
one knew that agreement existed.”

Mike Casey told the Eccentric, 
“While I don’t recall the dates when 
the matter was discussed with Coun-
cil, I do know that it was discussed as 
a cost saving measure, which made a 
lot of sense to everyone involved.”

After Casey was fi red by the 
Town Council, Emmanuel Church 
pressed acting Town Administrator 
Claudia Dornin for payment of the 
Town’s fair share of the “extra costs” 
of the system.

Dornin, aggressively enforcing 
the Town’s legal requirement that all 
invoices totaling more than $10,000 
be approved by Council before pay-
ment, apparently asked to see the 
Church’s contract

Town documents indicate that 
Emmanuel Church’s representative 
replied that here was nothing written, 
and indeed, nothing to document how 
the value of sharing the waste water 
easement was set at $50,000, other 
than Mike’s Casey’s signature on the 
church invoice for that amount, di-
recting former Town Treasurer, Betty 
Wolford, to pay the bill.

To date, former Mayor Tim Di-
mos, who signed the check, has not 
replied to inquiries from the Eccen-
tric.

Snyder absolves the Church of 
any responsibility in the matter, not-
ing that “from their point of view they 
thought they were dealing in good 
faith with an authorized representa-
tive of the town.

To date, both authorization of the 
original $50,000 payment and Em-
manuel Church’s request for extra 
payments remain, legally, unresolved.

Tax Hikes, Belt Tightening
From Page 6
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In the interest of our pocketbooks and support for 
our commercial community, it makes excellent sense 
to dispense with paid street parking on Saturdays in 
Middleburg.  It may, in fact, contribute to our general 
health because gas prices are enough to give anyone car-
diac arrest these days.

Town Council Members would be resoundingly ap-
plauded for this action, and, although it would diminish 
the town coffers a small amount, the good will created 
and the slight but noticeable saving would, we feel confi-
dent, be truly appreciated by citizens and visitors alike.

Gracious gestures of good will are few and far be-
tween these days.  Let’s set a standard that reflects well 
on all of us by helping everyone who visits Middleburg, 
and helping the business community at the very same 
time.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Let-
ters to the Editor. Letters must be signed and include 
writer’s name, address and daytime phone number. Please 
submit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. Box 
1768, Middleburg VA 20118

Editor’s Desk
A Gracious Gesture of Good Will

Red vs Blue

Ken Rietz - (R)

There is little question 
that the unpopularity of 
the Iraq war played a ma-
jor role in the Democrats 
takeover of the House and 
Senate in the last election. 
The Democrat Leadership 
sought to take advantage of 
their victory and keep the 
momentum going with a 
“100 hour plan” and then a 
“100 day plan”. It sounded 
good. But instead of mov-
ing programs through the 
Congress they control, they 
have spent their momentum 
and five months debating 
Iraq Timelines and Bench-
marks.

 In the process of this 
debate, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, has de-

moralized  our troops by 
declaring that the war is 
lost. Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
has held up funding for our 
troops and the Democrat 
liberals have started to turn 
on each other.

Instead of running 
the last campaign all over 
again, the Democrat Lead-
ership should focus on some 
of the Domestic problems 
facing Americans. If they 
want to set Timelines and  
Benchmarks, here are a few 
they could consider before 
demanding a withdrawal 
from Iraq. They could ask 
the two Houses of Congress 
they control to:

• Extend the Bush 
Tax Cuts. Our economy 
is booming. The deficit is 

shrinking  and will disap-
pear completely next year. 
This is a great time for 
Congress to extend the tax 
cuts AND make them per-
manent.

• How about doing 
away with Earmarks ? The 
Democrats talked about this 
in the campaign. Why not 
make that a Benchmark for 
withdrawal.  Let’s do away 
with wasteful government 
spending in this country. 
There was a lot of talk in 
the campaign but no action 
in Congress.

• As a Benchmark for 
leaving Iraq, the Democrats 
could start to address enti-
tlement reform. Let’s work 
on fixing a broken sys-
tem in this country before 

pointing fingers and setting 
Benchmarks for a strug-
gling democracy in Iraq.

 For the good of THIS 
country, the Democrat 
Leadership would serve us 
better by using whatever 
time they have left leading 
the Congress to focus on 
fixing problems rather than 
posturing on Iraq. That 
would help our troops and it 
might just help themselves 
and the American public. 
After all, good policy is al-
ways good politics.

 Note:  Ken Rietz is a 
resident of Delaplane and 
former Deputy Chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee

Benchmarks and Timetables

Rant & Raves

To the Editor:
In response to Habi-

tat for Whom? (Thursday 
April 26, 2007 Letter to 
the Editor)

Let me first respond to 
the initial question posed 
in the title of the letter, 
“Habitat for Whom?” 
Loudoun Habitat for Hu-
manity is a non-denomina-
tional organization whose 
mission is to provide de-
cent housing for all God’s 
children in need- in our 
case, in Loudoun County. 
And, indeed if one where 
to look at the statistics of 
those who are in NEED 
of affordable and decent 

housing, one would be 
shocked at the numbers 
(although we are purport-
ed to be “one of the rich-
est counties in the United 
States.) That said; let me 
respond directly to the 
statements made in the 
letter.

First, the author indicat-
ed that we caused” envi-
ronmental damage” to the 
site because we removed 
dead trees and years of 
overgrowth.  In fact, we 
hired and followed the 
recommendations of The 
Care of Trees, a reputable 
and professional arbor-
ist so that we would only 
take down those trees and 

clear away debris that 
was necessary to make 
room for five homes- five 
homes that will house five 
needy and well-deserving 
families who have been 
waiting for up to three 
years to have their dream 
of home ownership come 
true. Not only did we seek 
professional advice, we 
plan on planting between 
50-60 new trees native 
to the area, as part of the 
landscaping plan so that 
the result will be a more 
attractive vista. We under-
stand that the near term 
view may have been a 
bit of a shock since noth-
ing had been done to that 

Letters to the Editor

piece of land for many 
years, but rest assured we 
are stewards of the envi-
ronment and would not 
have cleared trees if it 
were not a necessity.

Second, the statement 
that it is tragic that the 
children need to “wit-
ness this ... devastation” 
is not true. In fact, the 
school and the principal 
have been involved with 
the project since before 
the day of groundbreaking 
on January 20, 2007 and 
are very excited to be part 
of this charitable project. 
The principal and many 
of the teachers/staff are 
on our building team and 
we look forward to work-
ing with them. Many of 
the children have asked 
how they can help and are 
planning to put together a 
chronology of the build-
ing as a school project. 
We have even been invit-
ed, when we are building 
there on Fridays, to have 
lunch with the students & 
faculty in the Banneker 
Elementary school cafete-
ria so the workers can be 
available to answer any 
questions & to share our 
progress.

Lastly, in an effort to 
further the cause of saving 
the environment, which 
extends way beyond cut-
ting or saving a stand of 
trees (it was not a “for-
est”), Loudoun Habitat for 
Humanity is building all 
five house to Earth Craft 
“green “standards, the 
first affiliate in the state 
of Virginia to do so, so the 
homes will be much more 
energy efficient and will 
put less strain on our pre-
cious natural resources.

We value nature and 
trees and open spaces and 
we firmly believe that we 
can effectively co-exist 
with nature and have done 

everything in our power 
to balance this precious 
commodity with that of 
housing a family who 
otherwise might never be 
able to afford a home. We 
think we have made the 
wise and right choices!

I might also say if any-
one would like to come 
help us in our mission of 
building affordable homes 
in the St. Louis area please 
do and check our web site 
www.loudounhabitat.org 
or drop me a line at far-
merg00@verizon.net. You 
will enjoy the process. 

Respectfully,

Bud Green
President, Loudoun 
Habitat for Humanity

To the Editor:
Community Policing 

or Community Relations?  
Sheriff Simpson seems to 
be confused by this ques-
tion.  In a press release dat-
ed April 24, 2007 Sheriff 
Simpson announced that 
his Community Policing 
Unit was weeding, mulch-
ing and cleaning a park 
in Round Hill.  Simpson 
stated “Community polic-
ing works on the concept 
of building relationships 
between law enforcement 
and residential and busi-
ness communities.  These 
partnerships establish a 
mutual “feeling” of own-
ership of the community 
leading to improvement of 
quality of life and reduc-
tion of crime.”

 What Sheriff Simpson 
is defining is community 
relations not community 
policing.  A properly man-
aged community policing 
unit should be working 
with the residential and 
business communities to 
identify and remove crim-

inals from our neighbor-
hoods not trash and weeds 
from our parks.

 In an April 18, 2007 
article, Sheriff Simpson 
expresses concern “about 
a mounting list of un-
met needs in my Depart-
ment…” Yet he has his 
deputies cleaning parks.

 If Sheriff Simpson is 
committed to community 
policing let’s hope he uses 
his deputies more effec-
tively in the future.  Dep-
uties remove criminals 
from neighborhoods not 
weeds from parks.

Tim Buchholz
Broadlands, Virginia

To the Editor:
Iraq Impasse

I am fed up with our 
government and their ac-
tion in Iraq. On one side 
we have a President who 
appears to have no de-
sire to win the war. At 
least I have never heard 
of any war being won by 
a defensive action. On 
the other side we have a 
Congress that appears to 
not have any idea of what 
they want. They without a 
thought put us in a need-
less war costing the lives 
of thousands of Americans 
and taking away hundreds 
of millions of American 
dollars. Now when the 
realization of their inane 
action is becoming ap-
parent, they again with-
out a thought of the con-
sequences want to admit 
defeat.

If they are ready to ad-
mit defeat, why create a 
timetable and waste ad-
ditional American lives 
and dollars. A timetable 
is only needed to move 
towards victory. We all 
need to understand that 
we can enter a war at any 

Dan Morrow - (D)

With American deaths 
in Iraq now numbering well 
over 3,400; with Paul Wol-
fowitz departing in half-
disguised disgrace from 
the World Bank; with Al-
berto Gonzales damned by 
his own words and deemed 
“incompetent at best” by 
all but the most loyal of 
“Bushies;” with all but 
the only tortured veteran 
among Republican Presi-
dential candidates eagerly 
endorsing torture; and with 
the President himself re-
vealed as a man willing to 
pressure a deathly ill Attor-
ney General to betray his 
honor and the Constitution; 
our thoughts, naturally, 
turn to Lynchburg, youth, 
and Jerry Falwell.

I grew up just an hour 
south of Falwell’s Thomas 
Road Baptist Church,  just 
down Route 29, in Danville, 
the “Last Capital of the 
Confederacy.” Jerry, inevi-
tably, put Danville’s poor 
sacred-value segregation-
ists to shame, standing as 

an outward and visible sign 
that the inner and spiritual 
grace of our most vicious 
football rivals reigned su-
preme in all things.

In my youth Falwell 
represented the very worst 
of the Old South, though 
most of us were all too 
young or too unlettered to 
know it.

Early in his career he 
gave spiritual cover to vi-
cious racism, citing the 
same scriptural justifica-
tions for segregation that 
my grandfather and great 
grandfather, and their fa-
thers before them, had used 
to justify slavery.

A great fan of the pick-
handle brandishing, segre-
gationist Georgia Governor 
Lester Maddox and of the 
not-yet-repentant George 
Wallace, the young Falwell 
used the “curse of Ham” 
and Biblical passages ex-
horting “good servants” 
to “loyalty” to denounce 
what he termed the “Civil 
Wrongs Movement” and 
Martin Luther King.

When overt anti-black 
racism become both unpop-
ular and counter produc-
tive, he backed off, or tried 
to.  “Backsliding came easy, 
sometimes in the form of 
tortured opposition to sanc-
tions against South Africa’s 
apartheid government; at 
other times in passing ref-
erences to Desmond Tutu 
as a “phony.”  

Jerry promoted and dis-
tributed a vicious pseudo-
documentary, The Clinton 
Chronicles, though he later 
admitted publicly he had no 
idea whether any of it was 
true.

A “Christian Zionist” 
anti-Semite, he claimed to 
believe that the Anti Christ 
would arrive some time be-
fore 2010, and that, “ . . . of 
course, he’ll be Jewish.”

A mean-spirited gay 
basher, Jerry’s special in-
sight into the mind of God 
convinced him that Tinky 
Winky the purple TeleTub-
by was homosexual.

Perhaps his most fa-
mous pronouncement, how-

ever, followed the tragedies 
of September 11, 2001.  
Supported by none other 
than Virginia’s own coastal 
forecaster of gay-driven 
hurricanes, Pat Robert-
son, Falwell used his “700 
Club” broadcast to preach:   
“I really believe that the 
pagans, and the abortion-
ists, and the feminists, and 
the gays and the lesbians 
who are actively trying to 
make that an alternative 
lifestyle, the ACLU, People 
For the American Way, all 
of them who have tried to 
secularize America. I point 
the finger in their face and 
say “…you helped this hap-
pen.’”

From my perspective, 
Lynchburg was half way to 
Charlottesville, Jefferson, 
and the Enlightenment.  On 
the way by one first passed 
an historical marker linking 
Lynchburg to “Lynch Law.”  
A nearby monument to Fal-
well will seem, somehow, 
appropriate.

Jerry Falwell

time of our choosing, but 
the war ends only when 
one side admits defeat. 
Are we ready to accept 
defeat from a single man 
and his band of rouges? 
If we accept defeat from 
them, what will the world 
say? Who will listen to us 
or respect us? Americans 
want an end to the con-
flict in Iraq, not defeat. 
We can do this by winning 
this war. A time table to 
achieve that is needed.

It appears that this con-
flict in our congress is be-
cause they are acting like 
a congress of these divid-
ed states, not a Congress 
of these United States. I 
guess this is because Con-
gress is full of Democrats 
and Republicans, each 
fighting each other for 
position and power by de-
stroying what the other is 
doing. What is needed is 
Americans in Congress. 
Americans who will work 
for America, for Ameri-
cans, and those legally in 
this great nation.

Neeraj Nigam
Neeraj Nigam for 
US Congress
Virginia 10th District

To the Editor:
Getting it Right…

The recently adopted 
county budget has gener-
ated much criticism to-
wards the Board of Super-
visors and many of their 
decisions relating to the 
financial plan.

  The Bluemont Com-
munity Center Parents 
Advisory Board (Parents 
for Bluemont) would like 
to thank and recognize the 
fiscally prudent decision 
that these same Supervi-
sors made in securing a 
much needed part time 
Center Assistant position 

for the Bluemont Com-
munity Center.  Although  
this addition (to the over-
all county budget) is min-
iscule, its impact will be 
tremendous to the center, 
its staff, and the commu-
nity it serves so efficient-
ly.

   Quite often it is more 
convenient to identify 
what is incorrect in local 
government, as opposed to 
identifying when it works 
properly to support the en-
tire community.  We once 
again would like to thank 
Supervisor Burton and 
the entire Board for their 
compassion and willing-
ness to provide the nec-
essary resources for the 
hard working Bluemont 
staff, so they may contin-
ue their outstanding work 
that benefits us all.

Steven L. Greenburg
Parents for Bluemont

To the Editor:
In response to Renee L. 

Norton’s letter to the Edi-
tor which was published 
in the April 26, 2007 edi-
tion 99.9% of the resi-
dents in the Village of St. 
Louis support the Habi-
tat for Humanity in its 
activities in our Village.  
The property referred to 
by Ms. Norton was not 
a heavily forested area.  
It was a wooded swamp 
which was also infested 
with mosquitoes. Further, 
perhaps Ms. Norton is not 
aware that the Habitat for 
Humanity will be planting 
new trees upon comple-
tion of the construction 
of these much needed af-
fordable homes in the vil-
lage of St. Louis.

Sincerely,
Albert Bland
Middleburg, VA
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It’s Your Business
Piedmont Community Foundation announce 2007 grant awards

The directors of the Pied-
mont Community Foun-
dation (PCF) are pleased 
to announce the 2007 

grant awards from the Founda-
tion’s fi rst competitive grant cycle 
of the community grants program.

A $500 grant was awarded 
to The Mosby Heritage Area As-
sociation (MHAA) from the Peter 
M. Howard Memorial Fund; grant 
purpose is to assist with funding 
for printing of a circuit tour of the 
Mosby Heritage Area.  The Fund 
with annual grantmaking capa-
bility was created as a memorial 
endowment by the Howard fam-

ily in June of 2005. Gayle DeLas-
hmut, President of MHAA said, 
“As you know, Peter was a former 
Board Member and supporter of 
the MHAA and its educational 
mission.  That makes the MHAA 
very proud to be the fi rst recipient 
awarded funding from his memo-
rial fund restricted for preserva-
tion of open space and historic 
properties.”

The PCF community grant 
program has six areas of funding 
interest. The Culture and Arts in-
terest area was chosen to accept 
grant applications this year be-
cause other PCF fund sources have 

not yet impacted this area.  While 
growth evolves in the Foundation’s 
endowed Community Fund the six 
funding areas will rotate annually 
until there are adequate funds to 
offer competitive grant opportuni-
ties in each area every year.

A $500 grant was awarded 
to The Loudoun Literacy Coun-
cil for support of the newly formed 
Literacy Symposium to better co-
ordinate and meet the needs of 
Loudoun County citizens who have 
English as a second language.  The 
Foundation’s published guidelines 
for the Culture and Arts area of 
interest “seek to support programs 

and organizations that enhance 
our cultural understanding and 
provide experiences that improve 
our sense of community.”  The 
grant was awarded for the new and 
unique symposium which broad-
ens accessibility for area residents 
to participate in literacy enrich-
ment programs which unite us in 
speaking and reading a common 
language, English.

 The PCF directors found two 
other exceptionally meritorious 
grant requests and voted to pro-
vide additional grant funds from 
the PCF unrestricted general fund.  

A $500 grant was awarded 

to The Community Music School 
of the Piedmont in Upperville to 
assist in providing student schol-
arships to expand access to high 
quality music education and per-
formance opportunities for stu-
dents who might not otherwise 
have been afforded this possibil-
ity.

A $500 grant was awarded 
to the Round Hill Arts Center to 
provide collaborative funds with 
the Town of Round Hill and the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts 
in staging Round Hill’s Fourth An-
nual Hometown Festival.  The ac-
tivity strengthens the community 
through arts-related programming 
while highlighting the richness 
of talent that exists in Loudoun 
County.

James Atkins Joins Armfield, 
Miller and Ripley Fine Properties

Armfi eld, Miller, and Ripley 
Fine Properties is pleased 
to announce that James P. 
Atkins has joined its fi rm. 

A Middleburg resident since 1995, 
Mr. Atkins has been president of two 
corporations and vice president for 
business development of another. He 
has been selected to serve on three 
corporate boards of directors and is a 
former lieutenant colonel of Marines 
and jet pilot. 

Locally, Jim has served on the 
board of Middleburg’s Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church and is a member of 
the Piedmont Environmental Council, 
the Virginia League of Conservation 
Voters, the Goose Creek Associa-
tion, the Middleburg Tennis Club, the 
Fauquier Springs Country Club, and 
the American Legion. A subscriber to 
the Orange County Hunt, he and his 
wife, the former Sandi Costin, have a 
farm near Middleburg. 

He will be based in the fi rm’s 
Middleburg offi ce.

“Jim’s decision to change from 
corporate life and travel to represent-
ing our clients with the sale and pur-
chase of real estate is very promising 
for us”, said Gloria Armfi eld, the fi rm’s 

principal broker.  “Jim has been an 
achiever since his youth”, she added, 
“as an Eagle Scout, then as president 
of WVU’s Sigma Delta Chi, as chair 
of his city’s planning commission, as 
president of the Los Altos Hounds, as 
a Marine Corps offi cer, and later as a 
corporate president.” “We are certain 
that he will signifi cantly contribute 
to our fi rm’s continued success in the 
Middleburg market”, Mrs. Armfi eld 
said.

H uman Bionics wel-
comes Joan Odum 
Ordmandy to 
their Purcellville 

clinic.    For the past 10 
years Ms. Ordmandy has 
owned and operated the Ida-
ho Institute of Biofeedback 
where she provided neuro-
feedback and general bio-
feedback training to a wide 
range of clients including 
those with AD/HD, addic-
tions, autism, depression, 
anxiety disorders, stress re-
lated disorders, chronic and 
muscle pain, trauma related 
disorder, closed head inju-
ry and reactive attachment 
disorder.   She is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor, 
nationally certified by the 
Biofeedback Certification 
Institute of America (BCIA) 
in both general and EEG bio-
feedback.  Most recently she 
has been on the faculty of 
Boise State University as an 
Adjunct Professor, teaching 
graduate and undergraduate 
classes in addictions studies 
as well as biofeedback and 
neurofeedback.  In her more 
than twenty years of expe-
rience as a counselor,  Ms. 
Ordmandy has worked in 
agency, clinical,  in-patient 
and school settings.  She 
is a perfect compliment to 
the Human Bionics Clinic 
where a holistic approach is 
taken to mental health care 
by offering a variety of ser-
vices such as Biofeedback, 
Neurofeedback, Counseling, 
BrainMusic, Nutrition As-
sessment, Nutrition Coun-
seling, QEEG and Peak Per-
formance Training.   Joan 
Ordmandy can be reached at 
540-338-0477.

Joan Odum 
Ordmandy 
Joins 
Human 
Bionics
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It’s Your Business
Middleburg Bank Promotes Kate Chappell 
To CFO And Rodney White To CAO

Middleburg Bank an-
nounced that Kate 
Chappell has been 
appointed Senior 

Vice President and Chief Fi-
nancial Offi cer of the Bank and 
Middleburg Financial Compa-
ny and Rodney White has been 
promoted to Vice President and 
Chief Accounting Offi cer.  Ad-
ditionally, Jeff Culver takes on 
the leadership of the Bank’s 
strategic planning functions as 
Senior Vice President - Credit 
Administration and Strategic 
Planning. 

In her role as CFO, Ms. 

Chappell will guide the fi nan-
cial aspects of the company 
from a strategic point of view 
and ultimately certify the com-
pany’s fi nancials for the SEC as 
required.  As CAO, Mr. White 
has overall responsibility for 
the accounting functions of the 
company including the certifi -
cation of procedures and con-
trols over these activities.  Mr. 
Culver now assumes leadership 
responsibility for the Bank’s 
strategic plan in addition to 
heading the Bank’s Credit Ad-
ministration activities.

“Kate and Rodney have 

played key roles in the fi nan-
cial operations of Middleburg 
Bank and Middleburg Finan-
cial Corporation for a number 
of years and we expect that in 
their new roles, they will both 
continue to make signifi cant 
contributions to the growth of 
the organization” said Joe Bol-
ing, Chairman and CEO.  “Jeff 
has been instrumental in de-
veloping our strategic plan and 
the metrics we use to track our 
accomplishments and I am ex-
cited that he will be leading our 
strategic planning capability”, 
added Mr. Boling.  

Cindy Polk named 
Top Producer for April 2007

Michele Stevens, 
Branch Manager 
for the Long and 
Foster Middleburg 

Sales Offi ce, is proud to an-
nounce that Cindy Polk has 
been named Top Producer for 
April 2007 with nearly $1.4 
million in sales.

Cindy Polk is a long time 
resident of Middleburg, having 
attended Hill School, Foxcroft 
School and The University of 
Virginia. Cindy specializes 
in horse properties and coun-
try homes. Her high ethical 
standards and hard work have 
made Cindy a top producing 
Realtor with the majority of 
her business based on repeat 
clients and referrals.
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Making plans for a successful year of networking and marketing 
Middleburg as a premier destination were business execs and pro-
fessionals at the recent Bizz Buzz Mixer.   New Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Jo An Hazard is the co-owner of 

Middleburg Country Inn; Ken Reid of American Water Resources is the new 
vice president; Pat Daly, co-owner of Books & Crannies serves as secretary; 
and Immediate Past President Dee Dee Hubbard, editor and co-owner of the 
Middleburg Eccentric, will serve as treasurer.  The group meets monthly.  Please 
contact khazard@middleburgcountryinn.com or telephone 540 687 6082 for in-
formation.

Pastimes

Brian Lichorowic

I’m not a Vet and I don’t play one on TV 
but I have been making my own dog food 
for some time. I’d be lying if I told you that 
the recent wave of tainted pet food circu-

lating our country didn’t bother me. Whether it 
is intentional or accidental, I never would have 
imagined such a thing would occur.

My wife and I have two wonderful Gold-
en Retrievers, (Berkeley, 13 and Mystery, 10) 
whose breed, in general, has a history of hip and 
joint problems in their “golden years” and a 150 
pound Bernese Mountain dog (Harley, 5). Who 
is basically a large rug we always have to ma-
neuver around and he’s happiest when he’s eat-
ing, sleeping or sitting on your feet. He works up 

an appetite by having an 
aspiring love affair with 
a chaise lounge cushion 
while frolicking around 
in the front yard. 

And me the proud Pappa…
Usually I use these recipes as a mixer. They 

soften up the food for our older dogs and pro-
vides them with a good amount of supplemental 
nutrition. Every day I give them their dry food 
along with a small amount of one of the follow-
ing recipes that I mix in with it. They seem to 
love it. No one turns their nose up and they’re 
healthy as horses (so to speak).

And besides, I like cooking for dogs… they 
tip better and complain less.

Going to the Dogs
From Behind the Stove
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Pastimes
Planting Walkways
The Plant Lady
Karen Rexrode

Gardens of any size usually have a walkway 
or two. Realistically one needs to get in be-
tween plants to tend them and many of our 
walkways act as service roads, allowing us 

to get close to our living plants to prune and weed. I 
am always curious about garden pathways as I have 
seen them function as a charming lure, begging for 
further exploration and drawing a guest or gardener 
further into the garden.

On occasion these begin as slate patios and ex-
tend into walkways that lead beyond the house. Oth-
er times they are little more than informal mulched 
paths that criss cross the garden. The planting of 
these walkways can be interesting as there are many 
approaches beyond the do nothing and leave wood 
chips or pavers bare. I personally enjoy the wilder, 
half-planted look as well as the many options for fra-
grant, stepable plantings. Depending on the available 
sunlight, there are wonderful choices for the both the 
sunny walkway, as well as the shady one.

In working with slate pavers and bluestone dust, 
the cracks between the pavers should be two inches 
or more to establish low ground-hugging plants. In 
sunny locations the favored plant is creeping thyme, 
particularly the lowest growing varieties. I particu-
larly like Thymus serpyllum ‘Album’ as I have found 
it to be the most evergreen of all. Many of the low 
growing lemon thymes are also popular for their 
pungent lemony scent, best achieved when bruised 
or stepped on. Other low growing herbs to consider 
are creeping marjoram and corsican mint. Rarely 
does corsican mint winter over for us, but the minty 
fragrance is worth a yearly planting. Annual sweet 
alyssum seed can be spread in between pavers to pro-
vide summer and fall color as well as fragrance. With 

any luck the seed will return in following years, a 
delightful surprise when it does. Add a few of the 
lowest creeping sedums, they will provide color in 
winter and fl owers in summer. Favorites are Sedum 
spurium, S. emarginatum, and S. fl oriferum. When 
grown in sun with very lean conditions, the foliage 
remains small and the plants compact.

Moving into shade there are even more options as 
plant selections are tremendous. For in between pav-
ers consider Lysimachia nummularia ‘Aurea’ or gold-
en creeping jenny for its yellow to chartreuse foliage. 
As well as growing fl at, it will brighten shady nooks. 
Minuarta or Irish moss will also take hold. Available 
as pale green in Minuarta verna ‘Aurea’, the pale-
ness functions as small rays of light, like penetrating 
shafts of sun reaching into the shade. The smallest 
ophiopogon, Ophiopogon japonicus ‘Nanus’ barely 
reaches two inches in height. The foliage is dark 
green, almost black. A great foil for paler partners. 
Extremely slow growing, one of the best displays of 
established ophiopogon as a groundcover exists at 
the National Arboretum in the Japanese garden that 
edges the Bonsai Pavilion. A petable plant, the urge 
to reach down and stroke the leaves is irresistible.

Numerous other low growing shade perennials 
exist. Mazus lays fl at on the ground, producing fl ow-
ers of either white or lavender. From the Himalayas, 
best growth is evident in spring and fall, during the 
cooler seasons. Ajuga can be found with numerous 
leaf patterns and loves a spot along a path in the 
shady garden. Dotted with the most miniature of gold 
leafed hostas, the effect is magical. Sprinkle Sedum 
pulchellum about, a shade loving, native sedum that 
seeds in moist places, and all manner of walkways 
will be enhanced.

As one may conclude, the process of planting a 
walkway simply means thinking small. Recreate a 

space fi lled with the tiniest of plants, laid out in the 
smallest of landscapes and reach beyond the static 
one plant, one groundcover mentality. Expand fur-
ther by curbing your lowest plantings with reseeding 
violas and succulent hens and chicks as it all steps 
up to more standard sized perennials. Keep in mind 
your sense of scale and it all becomes quite fun and 
adventurous.
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Alex Cudaback

What happens when Bar-
ry Bonds fi nally mash-
es number 756?

What happens 
when he unleashes one of his fi erce 
and terrible swings, a beautiful cou-
pling of turned hardwood and applied 
physics, and sends about 5 ounces of 
cork, rubber, wool and cowhide hur-
tling towards tomorrow?

What happens when the inexora-
ble pull of gravity reasserts itself and 
pulls that pill back to Earth, demands 
that it returns to its rightful place 
amongst the rest of us?

What happens when the unavoid-
able scrum has torn itself apart and 
one person stands, anonymity tempo-
rarily banished, rising up with history, 
quite literally, in the palm of his or her 
hand?

What happens when everyone 
starts to breathe again, when their eyes 
retrace the parabolic fl ight of the ball, 
looking to fi nd the new homerun king, 
to look upon him, to see if there’s even 
a smile in place of the more familiar 
glower?

What happens when people fi nd 
their voices, remember how to speak, 
to yell, to cheer, to boo?

Since the start of the season, since 
Bonds rushed out of the gate, depos-
iting taters in McCovery Cove like it 

was 2001 all over again, the question 
has changed from “can he?” to “when 
will he?”

Bonds’ swing is offi cially dialed 
in. Pitchers and managers fear him 
again, nibbling around the strikezone 
like they don’t really want to be there. 

So the record is there for the tak-
ing, for his taking.

But then what?
Aaron won’t be there. He’s al-

ready confi rmed that if there is one 
place on the planet he can absolutely 
guarantee you he WON’T be when 
his record is taken, it’s the ballpark 
in which Bonds is doing the taking. 
It’s like the opposite of most people’s 
summer plans, an itinerary based en-
tirely on places NOT to go.

The commissioner, the master 
vacillator, the guy who introduced ties 
to the All-Star game, hasn’t made his 
plans yet. He’s camped out happily on 
the fence, where he’ll remain, giddy 
with indecision, until the last possible 
moment, at which point he’ll tell any-
one who cares to listen that he knew all 
along what he was going to do, that of 
course he couldn’t miss it, that he just 
didn’t want to interject himself into 
the story and cause a distraction… 

Willie Mays, Bonds’ godfather, 
will be there, letting everyone within 
earshot know how proud he is, how 
happy he is, how good and right the 
moment feels. 

Willie Brown, the ex-Mayor of 
San Francisco, will be there. The orig-
inal Slick Willie has secured himself 
a couple guaranteed seats for all the 
Giants games once Barry gets within 
sneezing distance of the record and 
through the actual record-breaker.

There will pomp and there will 
be circumstance. There will be pon-
tifi cating and there will be moralizing. 
There will be fi reworks and there will 
be celebrations. Teeth will be gnashed, 
fi sts will be shaken towards the heav-
ens, garments shall be rent asunder.

And then the tents will come 
down, the barkers will call it a night, 
the lions and tigers and bears will all 
get back on the train, and the whole 
freaking circus will disappear into 
the night. Poof… Gone, forever and 
done.

And Bonds will have the record. 
And he’ll have it, and he’ll have it, and 
he’ll have it. And every day he has it 
he’ll be forced to think about it while 
the rest of us forget and move onto 
other insignifi cances. But Barry won’t 
ever be able to forget. He’ll have the 
record. It’ll be all his. Forever. And 
ever. And he’ll have to live with him-
self.

And that’s the way it should be.

cuda24@yahoo.com

The Inevitability of Being Barry
Seventh Inning Stretch

Pastimes
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Genie Ford

Can it really be true? Are we 
coming to the end of Harry 
Potter? It would appear so; 
therefore, all you fans and 

fanatics (which includes us) out there, 
we’re not taking the release of the sev-
enth and fi nal book lying down! We’re 
going to do our best to transform dear 
old Middleburg into Diagon Alley 
(where all good wizards go to get their 
school supplies) and even the vener-
able Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry. That’s the least we can 
do as we welcome the fi nal installment 
of this classic series. Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows promises to be 
the most thrilling book yet, in which 
all our questions will be answered. 

You can pre-order your copy (and get 
a 20 percent discount) by calling us at 
540-687-6677, or stop by our new lo-
cation at 19 E. Washington Street.

Our tribute to the fi nal Harry Pot-
ter adventure, beginning Friday, July 
20, at 7 p.m., will include a costume 
parade and a special screening of one 
of the Harry Potter movies. We also 
have plans to keep parents happy 
while the excitement builds towards 
midnight, when the books actually go 
on sale. The Coach Stop, The French 
Hound and other local restaurants are 
joining with us to feature special Pot-
ter Palate Pleasers for parents while 
our party is going on. 

In the buildup to the big event, 
Scholastic Books, publisher of the 
Potter series, is releasing seven ques-

tions for voting and discussion by Pot-
ter fans. The fi rst question, released 
April 17, asked: “Who will live, who 
will die?” The choices were: Harry 
Potter; Lord Voldemort; Snape; Gin-
ny; Ron; Hermione; Neville; Hagrid; 
Draco Malfoy, or perhaps, someone 
else? The second question, released on 
May 7, asked: “Is Snape good or evil?” 
Your choices: Good and still a spy for 
the Order of the Phoenix; Good but 
in too deep with Voldemort; Evil and 
has always been a spy for Voldemort; 
or Evil but only because Voldemort is 
back. 

The May 15 question is: “Will 
Hogwarts reopen?” Your choices are: 
Yes; Yes, but Harry, Ron and Herm-
ione won’t go back; or Not at all. What 
do you think?

The fi nal question will be posed 
on July 7, just 14 days before the re-
lease of the book. We think these are 
pretty interesting, but we would wel-
come any questions our local fans 
think might be even more entertaining 
or challenging. You can send us your 
ideas at www.booksandcrannies.com.  
We’ll also post the upcoming ques-
tions on our website.

We love the Harry Potter books, 
not just because they are fun and en-
tertaining, but because they sparked 
a love of reading in a whole genera-
tion of young people. The success of 
the books has led to many other series 
aimed at young readers, many of which 
are excellent. For example, we’re look-
ing forward to the next installment in 
the Eragon series, written by talented, 

young Christopher Paolini. We have to 
wonder if books like this would have 
gotten the attention they deserve were 
it not for the phenomenon that is Harry 
Potter.

With more than 300 million cop-
ies sold worldwide, author J.K. Rowl-
ing has certainly created an incredible 
and unparalleled publishing sensation, 
but above all, she has shown children 
that reading can, as we say at Books 
& Crannies, “give us someplace to go 
when we have to stay where we are.”

Another quick note: You can pick 
up summer reading books for our lo-
cal schools’ lists. We have most of the 
books already on hand and can quickly 
order any others that we may not have 
when you come into the store. 

The End of Harry Potter?
Exploring Books

Pastimes
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Parents & Progeny
Josie Ziluca signs with 
Longwood Lacrosse Program

Josie Ziluca, a resident of Upperville, the daughter of Isobel Ziluca and 
granddaughter of Louise and Paul Ziluca, a senior at Loudoun Valley High 
School, has signed a NCAA National Letter of Intent with Longwood Uni-
versity to play Division I lacrosse next season. Josie was recruited by La 

Salle University and George Mason University, but chose Longwood Univer-
sity with Coach Grubbs. She plans on studying Exercise Science with a possible 
minor in Graphic Design. 

Top left- Louise Ziluca Top Right- Paul Ziluca Center- Josie Ziluca

Middleburg Elementary School News
Middleburg Elementary School

5th Graders Selected for 
All-County Chorus

Congratulations to 
Middleburg Elemen-
tary School Fifth Grad-
ers Kayla Giuliani and 

Caroline Greer, who were both 
chosen to participate in Loudoun 
County’s All-County Chorus.  The 
concert was held at Briar- Woods 
High School on May 5th.

Both girls performed in a 
concert conducted by Francisco 
J. Nunez, Founder and Artistic 
Director of the Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City. The 
students performed some of his 
original compositions, as well as 
songs from other 20th and 21st 
century composers.  The chil-
dren performed one very moving 
number written by children in 
the concentration camp, Terezin.  
Only a handful of the children 

survived the concentration camp, 
and Nunez dedicated the song to 
all children living in the Middle 
East and Africa. 

     
Keep Loudoun Beautiful

and Arbor Day Essay 
and Poster Contest Winners

Many Middleburg Elementary 
School Students contributed to 
numerous Earth Day projects, and 
several students were chosen as 
winners in local and county-wide 
competitions.  Congratulations to 
Keep Loudoun Beautiful Essay 
Winners, second grader Trevor 
Saunders, and third grader Sam 
Coolidge.   Congratulations also 
to the poster contest winners, sec-
ond grader Katie McGroddy and 
fifth grader Caroline Greer.

    The Arbor Day poster 
contest winners were presented 
at the town’s Arbor Day celebra-
tion.  The winners were first grad-

ers Darryl Johnson and Robin 
Peterson; second graders Tucker 
Graves, Trevor Saunders, Noah 
Mamula, and Katie McGroddy; 
third graders Henry Feil, Brendan 
Martyn, and Ted Gallegos; fourth 
graders Alexius Simms and Kate 
Sandberg, and fifth grader Chase 
Keen.

   
Middleburg Elementary School 
Students Lead Service Project

    Middleburg Elementary 
School students are collecting 
new children’s books for the Pe-
diatric Unit at Loudoun Hospital 
Center.  Each pediatric patient 
will be able to choose a book to 
enjoy at the hospital and then take 
home.  If you are interested in do-
nating books, please drop them 
off at Middleburg Elementary 
School’s front office.  The service 
project ends on Wednesday, May 
30, 2007.

Field Hockey League Continues to Grow

In just two short seasons the 
local grassroots upstart field 
hockey league Loudoun Field 
Hockey Association (LFHA) 

has recruited over 200 members.  
Providing a new sports opportu-
nity to girls in Loudoun County, 
LFHA has created an excitement 
with parents who grew up playing 
the sport and want to pass along 
what they gained from the sport to 
their daughters.  The LFHA adult 
league has also provided an op-
portunity for women to pick up the 
game again.  Offering spring and 
fall seasons has even drawn play-
ers from Fairfax County, where 
the sport is played in high schools.  
Registration is currently open for 
the Fall 2007 youth and adult sea-
sons.

On Sunday, May 20th LFHA 
is hosting an end-of-season tour-
nament/party where teams from 
the East, West, and Adult leagues 
will play games, eat, and celebrate 
another successful season.  It’s a 

great opportunity for the commu-
nity to see some great field hock-
ey games, learn more about the 
league, and enjoy some good food.  
The event is being held at NVCC-
Loudoun Campus in Sterling from 
Noon-7PM with youth games 
played from noon to 3:30 and adult 

games played 3:30-4:30.  Food 
will be served from 4-7PM; meal 
tickets will be sold at the event to 
raise money for the league.

Early this summer, in part-
nership with DMB Sports Camps, 
coaches from LFHA are running 
a three-day field hockey camp a 
Claude Moore Park, June 20th-
22nd.  The camp is open to girls 
aged 8-17 and is for both new and 
experienced players.  Equipment 
rental is available. 

Some other important informa-
tion about Loudoun Field Hockey 
Association is as follows:

• The youth league is open to 
girls aged 8-17 with all levels of 
experience with a new high school-
aged division starting this fall; the 
adult league is open to players 
aged 21 & older. 

• New and experienced players 
are welcome; a skills based cur-
riculum is taught throughout the 
season.

• The league is currently look-
ing for volunteers who have expe-
rience in the sport of field hockey 
to serve as coaches and referees

• The third season will run 
from September through early No-
vember with two locations in Ster-
ling and Leesburg

• Practices are held once a week 
for 1.5 hours during the season and 
games are played each weekend 
throughout the season.  The adult 
league plays games only.

• All equipment needed for 
the season is available through the 
league.

For further information on 
LFHA, please contact Program 
Director Meg Dudek.  She can be 
reached by phone at 703-444-1020 
x104 or by email at meg@loudoun-
fieldhockey.org.  You can also visit 
www.loudounfieldhockey.org.

Aldie Elementary 
School will hold 

an Open House 

Aldie Elementary School will 
hold an Open House on Sun-
day, June 10, between 2 and 
4 p.m. for Carole Ruyak who 
will be retiring at the end of 
the school year after 30 years 
of teaching.  If you have any 
questions, please call Sally 
Hernley at 703-771-1734

Eight Wakefield Students Rank 
Nationally in Le Grand Concours

Congratulations to the eight 
Wakefield students who 
met the challenge and 
achieved high distinction 

by earning top-ten national rank-
ings in Le Grand Concours, the Na-
tional French Contest. The contest 
is sponsored by the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers of French, with 
over 100,000 students competing on 
the national level, and over 20,000 
students competing on the regional 
level.

In French V, sophomore Iva 
Ballvora of Leesburg earned a na-
tional rank of 4, and a chapter rank 
of 2.

In French III, freshman Ilvis 
Ballvora of Leesburg earned a na-
tional rank of 5, and a chapter rank 
of 3. Juniors Erica Eickhoff of 
Delaplane and Morgan Vandermast 
of Waterford both earned a nation-

al rank of 7, and a chapter rank of 
5. Eighth-grader Mina Pirasteh of 
Warrenton earned a national rank of 
10, and a chapter rank of 8.

In French I, freshman Anne-
Marie Glen of Jeffersonton and 
eighth-grader Hannah Mormando of 
Haymarket both earned a national 
rank of 9, and a chapter rank of 7. 
Eighth-grader Cesar Peralta of The 
Plains earned a national rank of 10, 
and a chapter rank of 8. 

The Northern Virginia/Wash-
ington, D.C. chapter will bestow 
prizes on the top-ten national finish-
ers at a ceremony and reception at 
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School 
in Alexandria on Thursday, May 31. 
Wakefield’s award-winners are stu-
dents of long-time French teacher 
and native speaker Mrs. Jeanine 
McKee of Warrenton.

Foxcroft Students earned scholarships, accolades

Foxcroft School seniors  Jil-
lian Cairns and Shannon 
Walker each received pres-
tigious scholarships recently 

for outstanding performance in aca-
demic, community and leadership 
areas. Both students have already 
been honored by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation.

At a luncheon on Monday (May 
14) that featured Vice Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Ed-
mond P. Giambastiani, Jr., USN, the 
DC Chapter of the Armed Forces 
Communications and Electronics 
Association (AFCEA) named Cairns 
as one of 14 scholarship recipients 
from 12 DC –area high schools. 

A Chantilly, VA resident who 
will attend the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology next fall, Cairns 
was one of two winners in the field 
of mathematics. She was selected 
based on her academic achieve-
ments, school activities, letters of 
recommendation, work and civic ac-
tivities. AFCEA is a non-profit asso-
ciation focused on promoting higher 
education in the hard sciences, 
mathematics, computer technology, 
and engineering. The AFCEA DC 
Chapter awarded total of $84,000 to 
its 2007 scholarship effort.

Cairns, who is Foxcroft’s Stu-
dent Head of School, an AP Scholar 
with Distinction and a member of 

the Cum Laude Society, earned a na-
tional Merit Scholarship earlier this 
month. 

Walker was one of 100 high 
school seniors awarded college 
scholarships for their commitment to 
education and community service by 
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. The 
Purcellville, VA, resident received a 
grant valued at $10,000 each over 
four years of college. Walker, who 
plans to attend Princeton University, 
was named a National Acheivement 
Scholar in April and is also a mem-
ber of the Cum Laude Society.

The “Toyota Community Schol-
ars” were chosen from a pool of 
more than 8,000 students nationwide 

nominated by their schools for being 
proven leaders both in the classroom 
and in their communities. Walker 
was instrumental in organizing the 
first Loudoun County YouthFest ins 
2006, an event that drew more than 
1,500 youngsters to a day of edu-
cation and fun at Ida Lee She will 
receive. The scholarship winners 
were guests of honor tonight at an 
awards banquet in Louisville, KY, 
May 11 that was attended by educa-
tion, community, business and gov-
ernment leaders. Rory Kennedy, an 
award-winning documentary film-
maker, was the keynote speaker.
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Faces & Places
Middleburg Beautification Garden Party
Highland Springs, Marshall VA, May 18, 2007
Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard

Hughes & Susan Webb

Jim Hackman and Elaine Burden

Michelle & Andy Stevens and Burt Harrell Gordon McKinly, Kitty Barker, Andrew Stifler & Nicki Perry and Johnny Barker

Miguel Draz and Ray Morales

Many More Photos 
From all Events at 
www.mbecc.com

Order Your Prints Today
Upperville Kick Off Party
Upperville Show Grounds, Upperville VA, May 19, 2007
Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard

Mabel Walsh, Punkin Lee, Lisa Catlett and 
Pat Reid

Betsy Davis and Eura Lewis
Punkin Lee and Cricket Bedford Carey Crane and Troya Plaskett Vicki Bendure & Matt Sheedy
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Faces & Places
Country Dance & Dinner
Middleburg Elementary School, Middleburg VA, April 27, 2007
Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard

Virginia Gold Cup 
Great Meadow, The plains VA, May 5, 2007
Photo by Tom Patterson

Many More Photos 
From all Events at 
www.mbecc.com

Order Your Prints Today



Page    Middleburg Eccentric    •   May ,  ~ June , 

www.mbecc.com

Middleburg Eccentric   •   May ,  ~ June ,  Page 

www.mbecc.com

Things to Do
May 26 & 27

OLDEST LIVING DERBY WINNER ON 
48th HUNT COUNTRY STABLE TOUR

Genuine Risk Turned Thirty This Year
 

For 1980 Kentucky Derby winner Genuine Risk, life 
consists of munching hay in fi elds beneath tall oaks against 
a backdrop of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  But life for this 
horse was not always so quiet and uneventful.  The chest-
nut fi lly was born in 1977 and won the Kentucky Derby as 
a three-year old.  She was only the second fi lly in history 
to win the Derby. That same year she fi nished second in 
the Preakness and Belmont Stakes.  While the horse had 
enormous heart and athletic ability for racing, her career as 
a brood mare was not very successful.

 In 1982, she was bred to Triple Crown winner Secretar-
iat.  The resulting foal would have made history as the fi rst 
offspring of two Kentucky Derby winners.  Unfortunately, 
the colt was stillborn.  Follow up breeding produced only 
two living foals:  Genuine Reward and Count Our Blessing.  
Neither colt ever raced.

 Genuine Risk was named as the U.S. Champion 3-Year 
Old Filly in 1980, she was inducted into the National Muse-
um Hall of Fame in 1986 and is listed in the Top 100 Race-
horses of the 20th Century in Blood Horse Magazine.   She 
is available to see at this year’s 48th Annual Hunt Country 
Stable Tour at her home, Newstead Farm.

 The 48th Annual Hunt Country Stable Tour will take 
place on Saturday, May 26 and Sunday, May 27 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.  Sponsored by Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Upperville, Virginia, this self-driven tour includes some 
of the most prestigious stables and equine facilities in Vir-
ginia.

 The Upperville/Middleburg area is home to many of 
the country’s premier Thoroughbred breeding farms, show 
hunter barns and country estates.  On this remarkable week-
end, owners welcome visitors and open the gates of their 
exquisite grounds, magnifi cent stables and extensive train-
ing facilities.  The Tour also offers the opportunity to drive 
down historic, 250-year-old country lanes and view some 
of the areas’ abundant wildlife.

 In addition to seeing Genuine Risk, tour attendees will 
be able to see horses and dogs swimming at the Northern 
Virginia Animal Swim Center, a Civil War history cavalry 
reenactment, a polo match on Sunday (weather permitting), 
carriage driving demonstrations, side saddle, jumping dem-
onstrations and plenty of pastures and stables full of mares, 
foals and ponies will delight all.

 A dozen stops on the tour this year include Genuine 
Risk’s home Newstead Farm; Fox View Farm, home of na-
tional side saddle champion Sandra Conchar; Lazy Lane 
Farm, home to more than 35 stakes-winning Thoroughbreds; 
Thoroughbred farm Trappe Hill; Rokeby, home of 1993 
Kentucky Derby winner Sea Hero; Heronwood Farm, home 
to a successful polo team and a colorful herd of Alpacas.  
Rock Ridge Farm is the home of traditional carriage driving 

and will feature carriage demonstrations.  The Middleburg 
Training Track and Northern Virginia Animal Swim Center 
& Stables provide demonstrations of their facilities.  The 
Middleburg Agricultural Research & Extension (MARE) 
Center features mares and foals.  A polo match will be held 
in Upperville at 1 p.m. on Sunday (weather permitting).

 A special feature of the Stable Tour is the Country Fair, 
held on the grounds of Trinity Church in Upperville.  The 
fair features local agricultural products and equine prod-
ucts.

 Admission to the Stable Tour is $20/person in advance 
until May 18, $25/person after May 18 and on the days of 
the tour. Children under 12 are free. Advance tickets for 
groups of 10 or more is $18/person.  Lunch will be avail-
able to purchase at Trinity Church catered by The Back 
Street Café.

 Tickets are available the days of the Tour at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Upperville (about 45 minutes from 
Washington, DC).  To get there; take I-66 West to Route 50 
West (Exit 57B) toward Winchester.  Drive approximate-
ly 25 miles to Middleburg and continue on to Upperville.  
Trinity Episcopal Church will be on your right.  For infor-
mation, phone 540-592-3711, or visit the web site to check 
times and locations of special demonstrations at www.mid-
dleburgonline.com/stabletour.

Happenings at 
Sky Meadows State Park

Saturday, June 2
Birding Basics from 9:00 to 10:30 AM
See and hear these colorful park residents with Ranger 

John and fi nd out why Sky Meadows is such an ideal place 
for birds.  Wear sturdy shoes and bring binoculars and fi eld 
guide.  (1 mile)

Saturday, June 3
Music on the Porch from 1:00 to 4:00 PM
Join guitar and fi ddle duo, Kitchen Gorilla, as they per-

form North American and European folk tunes on the porch 
of the log kitchen.

Saturday, June 9
Life on the Farm from 1:00 to 4:00 PM
Watch as history comes to life and fi nd out what the 

Settle family might have been doing on their farm around 
1860.  This month, join our volunteers as they demonstrate 
candle dipping and restore our antique tack.

Sunday, June 10
Piedmont Hike from 1:00 to 3:00 PM
Join Ranger Kurt for this moderate to diffi cult hike on 

the Piedmont Overlook Trail.  Once you reach the summit, 
take in the sweeping view of the Crooked Run Valley and 
learn about the historical and cultural signifi cance of the 
area.  Wear sturdy shoes and bring water.  (1_ miles)

Saturday, June 16
Gone Fishin’ from 9:00 to 11:00 AM
Join Ranger John for this introduction to fi shing.  Learn 

about local fi sh species and try your hand at fi shing or just 
relax by our 3-acre pond.  Equipment will be provided.  For 
all ages.

Astronomy for Everyone from 8:30 to 11:00 PM
As the sky darkens, fi nd out about U.S. space research 

from the NASA Jet Propulsion Lab’s “Solar System Am-
bassadors.”  At dark, take a sky tour with Sean O’Brien of 
the Smithsonian’s Albert Einstein Planetarium, and look for 
deep sky objects through large telescopes with the Northern 
Virginia Astronomy Club.  If the sky is cloudy, only the 
NASA/JPL program will be presented, and the park gates 
will close at 10:00 PM.  Bring your children _ hour early for 
a special “Junior Astronomer” activity.

Sunday, June 17
Flutter By, Butterfl y from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Celebrate Father’s Day by looking for butterfl ies with 

Mary Alexander and Steve Malone of the Washington Area 
Butterfl y Club.  See the brilliance and variety of Sky Mead-
ows’ butterfl ies.  Bring water and wear sturdy shoes.  (2 
miles)

Saturday, June 23
Incredible Critters from 1:00 to 4:00 PM
See live reptiles, amphibians, and arthropods from 

around the world.  Learn about their lives and habits and 
fi nd out what makes them so special.

Sunday, June 24
Fun and Games from 1:00 to 4:00 PM
How did children have fun in 1860 without video 

games?  Play with some old time toys and fi nd out. All ages 
welcome.

Saturday, June 30
Full Moon Walk from 8:00 to 

9:30 PM
Join Ranger Kurt to hike up to 

the Piedmont Overlook as the moon 
rises.  Watch and listen for evening 
wildlife as you walk downhill by 
the light of the full moon.  Bring 
water and wear sturdy shoes.  (1_ 
miles)

June 2nd and 3rd 
The second annual Western 

Loudoun Artists Studio Tour, 
The Western Loudoun Artists 

Studio Tour weekend features op-
portunities to visit the working stu-
dios of 35 talented artists while en-
joying a picturesque drive through 
beautiful and historic western 
Loudoun County, VA. Presented 
in cooperation with Franklin Park 
Visual and Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Round Hill Arts Center and 
The Friends of Franklin Park Arts 
Center, with a major sponsorship 
from the Loudoun Convention and 
Visitors Association, the tour is 
free to the public. Enjoy paintings, 
photography, sculpture, demon-
strations, children’s activities and 
so much more! 

The Western Loudoun Artists 
Studio Tour will feature the art-
work and studios of the county’s 
well known and talented artists: 
David Norton, Catherine Hillis, 
Richard Busch, Sarah Hunting-
ton, Tom Boley, Jeff Hall, Shawn 
Grove,  Judith Thompson, Alex 
Carr, John Raymond, Hope Hanes, 
Cindy Lowther, Amy Oliver, Katy 
Stidley, Liz Hall, Gretchen Fred-
erick, Bryan Mattraw, Courtney 
Fair, Beth Wilson, Linda Brown, 
Martha Cammack, Jean Clag-
ett, Suzanne Desaix, Martin Fair, 
Becky Flemming, Rebecca Fox, 
Beth Goldsmith, Sue Ground-
water, Heidi Pommer, Maureen 
Pritchard, Kathie Ratcliffe, Rick 
Steinberger, Libby Stevens, Earl 
Tester, Dan Williams. During the 
tour, artists will be available to 
discuss their artwork. Demonstra-
tions and hands-on activities for 
both children and adults will be of-
fered at some studios. 

Studio Tour hours are: June 2 
- 10am to 5pm, June 3 - Noon to 
5pm. Tour maps will be available 
at sponsoring sites, tourist infor-
mation outlets, online at www.
wlast.org or by calling 540-338-
7973.

Be sure to stop at the Round 
Hill Arts Center and bid on a piece 
of artwork from each of the Studio 

Tour artists in the special Artists 
Exhibit and Silent Auction, on view 
from May 11 through June 2. The 
Silent Auction will be capped by 
the Studio Tour Gala at the Round 
Hill Arts Center on Saturday eve-
ning June 2nd from 7 to 9pm. The 
Gala is open to the public and fea-
tures live music, refreshments, and 
the opportunity to enter a drawing 
and win a fabulous prize!

June 16th 
Piedmont Child Care Center 

presents Summerfest XVII on Sat-
urday June 16th from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  Summerfest is a fun fi lled 
family event for all ages.  It is open 
to the public.  We welcome every-
one to come take advantage of the 
fun activities including a book 
fair, pony rides, silent auction, 
and a 50/50 raffl e!  Admission to 
the fair is free.  Tickets for games 
are $0.25.  An all day wristband 
can be purchased for $20.00.  This 
year proceeds will go towards new 
toys for the playgrounds and class-
rooms.

June 24
POLO FOR 
PIEDMONT

The Second Annual Polo For 
Piedmont event, is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 24, 2007 at the beau-
tiful Upperville Polo Field.

The Piedmont Child Care Cen-
ter of Upperville is the deserving 
benefi ciary of this fabulous family 
day in the country. “Our experi-
ence last year was so positive and 
rewarding for the Child Care Cen-
ter that we have established this 
as an annual event celebrating the 
sport of Polo in Upperville while 
bringing awareness to the impor-
tant work of the Child Care Cen-
ter.” Teresa Condon, Chairman of 
Polo For Piedmont, said. “We are 
very fortunate to have Middleburg 
Trust and Thomas & Talbot, our 
Team Sponsors, back again for 
2007.”

Gates open at 11 a.m. and the 
polo match will begin at 1:00 p.m.

General admission car passes 
are $30 in advance, $40 at the gate.  
Reserved Railside Car passes over-
looking the Polo Field are $100 in 
advance.  Car passes admit up to 6 
people per car. Children under ten 
years are free. 

For tickets or more information 
call (540) 592-3908.

Make a day of it! Visit to 
Middleburg and spend 
the afternoon at our fi ne 
shops, wonderful local 

wineries, or just enjoying the beauti-
ful local scenery. 

Take advantage of “Art in the 
Village – Second Saturday’s in 
Middleburg” with two art show open-
ings and artist receptions.

Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries will 
be hosting Martin Driscoll a master 
fi gurative painter.  See his latest work 
– 10 new pieces - celebrating his rich 
Irish heritage through scenes of pas-
toral Ireland.  Martin’s son Keith, a 
photo realistic contemporary painter, 
as well as a fi gurative and still life 
artist, will be showing work from his 
“Jean” series.  This will be father and 
son’s fi rst showing together and their 
debut in the DC area.

 A short walk down the street will 
take you to the Byrne Gallery where 

you can view “Le Belles Fleures 
II” and meet Carolyn Witschonke. 
Whether printmaking or painting, 
Carolyn experiments with different 
mediums and techniques choosing 
the one which is best suited to visual-
ly express her artistic concepts. Come 
see the special series she has created.

 After meeting the artists and 
viewing their work, head over to the 
Hidden Horse Tavern for dinner or a 
drink and listen to the Viceroy Jazz 
Ensemble. If jazz isn’t your thing try 
one of our other 

Great restaurants.
 For more information about “Art 

in the Village” and other art events 
that evening please visit www.t-lgal-
leries.com. For more information on 
Middleburg’s shops, restaurants, inns 
and events visit www.middleburg.
com

Second Saturday’s in Middleburg
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Tw o 
w e e k s 
ago, I 

was playing 
outside with 
my person 
at our house 
when some-
thing very un-

usual happened. Two enor-
mous white animals with 
people sitting on their backs 
appeared in my driveway. I 
was terrifi ed because I had 
never seen anything like that 
in my life. I now understand 
that those animals were hors-
es and that horses are very 
common in Middleburg. At 
the time, however, I thought 
monsters were invading my 
territory and that my family 
was in grave danger. 

I weigh about 15 pounds 
and am no match for one gi-
ant monster, much less two, 
but duty called. I took off at 
the speed of light, running 
the long distance towards 
the danger instead of away 
from it. I barked and barked, 
signaling that those rascals 
had picked the wrong door-
step to darken. I was not go-
ing down without a fi ght! 
As I got closer, I lost a little 
nerve, but I still stood within 
a few feet of the huge beasts 
and gave them a piece of my 
mind. When my person got 
to me, I was barking furious-
ly but trembling even more 
furiously. It was the scariest 
day of my life. 

Fortunately, the horses 
were very well-behaved 
and their riders were very 
understanding and patient. 
My person scooped me up, 
reassured me, apologized to 
the visitors and returned me 
to safety. She also told me 
later that she was incredibly 
proud of me, not because I 
ran into danger – that was 
not good. She was proud of 
me for something she called 
courage. She said she could 
not imagine how such a little 
dog could have been so brave 
in the face of something that 
must have been very fright-
ening. 

I explained to her that I 
didn’t do anything many oth-
er dogs wouldn’t have done. 
Dogs are all about courage. 
We’re all about loyalty, de-

fending our people, looking 
out for danger and protect-
ing our homes. That’s how 
we got the title of Man’s 
Best Friend. Most of us have 
a deep understanding of 
our environment. We know 
when the weather is chang-
ing long before our people 
do. We hear and smell things 
long before our people do. 
We have gifts people cannot 
imagine. In return, we ask 
only for food, water, shelter 
and kindness. 

There are so many rules 

and expectations that people 
put on us. They get exasper-
ated because we don’t always 
immediately understand how 
to live in their world. We 
have to learn to be housebro-
ken. We have to learn that 
there is a big difference be-
tween a fl eece sweatshirt and 
a fl eece dog toy. We have to 
learn to greet people quietly, 
chew only those items that 
belong to us, bark only when 
appropriate, and not beg for 
food that isn’t ours. We have 
to go against our natural in-

clinations so that we can 
please our caregivers. If our 
people will just listen, how-
ever, we have a lot to teach 
them too. 

Two weeks ago, I re-
minded my person to be 
courageous. I made her 
think about the fact that fam-
ily and home are everything. 
Some people might dismiss 
my actions as instinct, but I 
assure you they were more 
than that. They were based 
on unconditional love and an 
all-consuming desire to pro-

tect my fam-
ily. It’s easy 
to focus on the 
things we do that 
are frustrating, but please re-
member to also focus on the 
things that make us amazing. 
Watch carefully because you 
never know when we just 
might remind you of what’s 
most important in life. 
Albert, a Jack Russell Terri-
er, is Chairman of the Board 
of Wylie Wagg, a shop for 
dogs, cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg and Fairfax.

Albert’s 
Corner
A monthly column 
for people who 
share Their homes 
with four-legged 
friends.

Friends for Life
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