
Daniel Morrow

The Middleburg Town Council, meeting 
regularly in full-council “work sessions” 
as well as it’s regularly-scheduled formal 
monthly meetings, continues to move to-

ward fi nal approval of zoning critical to the con-
struction of the Salamander Inn and Spa.

On July 9 Middleburg’s Planning Commission 
recommended that the Town Council approve all 
the amendments to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance 
required to allow Salamander to begin breaking 
ground.

A formal vote on the changes was scheduled 
for the July 26  Council work session  

Before the Council could offi cially vote on the 
changes approved by the Commission, however, 
those changes had to be formally posted for public 
review, that is, advertised, in a legally recognized 
public newspaper,  for at least two weeks in a row.

An advertisement listing the changes appeared, 
as scheduled, week one.  For reasons as yet unde-
termined, however, the second week’s ad did not 
appear. Some sources have blamed Leesburg Today 
for not fulfi lling the Town’s insertion order.  Others 
point fi ngers at the Town staff, or Salamander, for 
not following up to make sure the critical second 
ad appeared.

In any case, the Middleburg Town Council 
must now wait until at least August 9, before voting 
on the zoning amendments.

Opposition Voices
Despite what appears to be a solid four-vote ma-

jority of Council in favor of moving the Salamander 
project along as quickly as possible (Council mem-
bers Eura Lewis, Trowbridge Littleton, Lisa Patter-
son, and Karen Robinson), a vocal minority contin-
ues to oppose construction of the Inn and Spa.

Council Member Bundles Murdock has op-
posed the project consistently.  Vice Mayor Darlene 
Kirk, a proponent of the original “memorandum of 
understanding” with Salamander, changed her mind 
after Council was given what she perceived to be  a 
“take-it-or-leave-it” ultimatum, to increase the size 
of the inn to 168 “lodging units.”  Mark Snyder, 
widely perceived as the Council member who cast 
the deciding positive vote for Salamander’s origi-
nal proposal, now insists that the Town is not being 
adequately compensated for its concessions to the 
project.

Citizens have appeared before the Planning 
Commission and Council, expressing concerns about 
wording in the zoning amendments that appear to 
give Salamander a loophole for avoiding its promise 
that, once given permission to expand to 168 guest 
rooms,  there would be “ . . . no increase to capacities 
or square footage in any other area of the Resort.”

Concerns about late-night noise were raised at 
the July 12 Council meeting.

A debate about who should bear the cost of 
changing the awkward and potentially dangerous 
Foxcroft Road intersection is ongoing.

Middleburg’s Meadowkirk offers the per-
fect antidote to the frantic, chaotic pace 
of personal, professional and family life 
today.  Situated on 358 acres of rolling 

countryside, the former Delta Farm property is an 
exquisite representation of the beauty of the Virgin-
ia countryside and a valuable addition to Loudoun 
County’s destination portfolio.

Bordered by Goose Creek on three sides, graced 
with a pond hardwood forest and wildfl ower fi elds, 
Meadowkirk, National Capital Presbytery’s new 
camp and retreat, offers children idyllic summer 
sessions, individuals a tranquil space for inquiry 
and refl ection and organizations or corporations an 
exquisite setting for meetings that Thomas Jefferson 
would envy.

Cheryl Hartman, Meadowkirk’s Associate 
General Presbyter or director is in charge of what 
she lovingly calls “a place of grace.”  That means, 
among other things, that she is amply occupied at 
the moment with well over $18 million of renova-
tions and expansion on everything from the historic 
manor house to the new, air-conditioned camp cot-
tages, chapel and dining hall.  The new handicap-
accessible swimming pool and bathhouse, the water 
plant and geo-thermal wells, the old stone barn and 
dining center are all proceeding to completion under 
her supervision as she ensures that the facility ad-
dress and meet the Presbytery’s goals.

“The National Capital Presbytery’s Camp and 
Retreat Ministries provide hospitable places of 
Christian community where individuals and groups 
can experience and explore their relationship with 
God and God’s creation,” Hartman explains.  “Our 
Presbytery includes 110 churches 
and is dedicated to helping indi-
viduals fi nd peace in a place of 
natural beauty and magnifi cence.

“When we found Delta Farm, 
we knew we’d found the perfect 
place for our initiative.”

Camp Programs
Andy Woodworth, who is Meadowkirk’s Pro-

gram Director, will welcome 100 children to summer 
camp this year.  

“We’re only 25-minutes from Leesburg, and 40 
miles from D.C., ” he said.  “Parents appreciate our 
geographic proximity to the D.C. area, and children 
love our multi-faceted programs.”

Cabin Camps, fi ve days in duration include 
swimming, arts, crafts, nature exploration, Bible 
study, singing, group games, hiking, stargazing in the 
new Brinton Observatory and much more for a $400. 
Fee.

Meadowkirk also offers Leadership Training 
Camps; a Music, Art, Drama Camp; Night Owl Camp 
for children who love to sleep late; Equestrian Camp; 
High Adventure Camp; Family Camp; Service Camp 
and C3 Celebration Camp.  

Andy, a tall, charming, gentle young man who 
answers tough questions directly and with ease, plans 
the programs for each of these camp experiences to 
ensure that participants receive individual and group 
dynamic attention with plenty of time planned for 
meditation, hayrides, campfi res and lots of swim-
ming and singing.

The quality of the programs accurately refl ects 
Andy’s experience, education and personal goals.  
After he completed his Bachelor of Arts as a Phi Beta 
Kappa at Emory College of Emory University in At-
lanta, he continued there to complete his Master of 
Divinity in 2007.  

Andy has been actively involved in Christian 
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With quiet and con-
sistent generosity, 
Irwin Uran left an 
important mark and 

a model to follow for citizens of 
Loudoun County.  For years, few 
months went by without a story in 
the local papers noting a fi nancial 
contribution he had made to sup-
port local initiatives. Whether the 
check was for $5,000 or $1 mil-
lion, he made his donations qui-
etly, at times simply requesting 
that the funds be used to make the 
county a more tolerant and diverse 
community.

Although he seldom sought 
public recognition for his gen-
erosity, there is no question that 
Loudoun County and its citizens 
benefi ted greatly from the stew-
ardship and sense of responsibility 
Irwin Uran exemplifi ed.

A serious animal lover, Uran, 
was as well known for his discre-
tion as he was for his generosity.  
An investor, he was reported to be 

81 when he died.  He had written 
checks to help Loudoun County’s 
emergency services including fi re 
and rescue teams as well as  the 
police, but his real love, and many 
of his largest donations, were giv-
en to help children.

According to Loudoun Coun-
ty Supervisor Jim Clem, who was 
mayor of Leesburg from 1992 to 
2000, it was impossible to accu-
rately total all Uran’s contributions 
to the county, but Clem was quoted 
as saying that he estimated Uran’s 
gifts may have totaled more than 
seven million dollars.

Uran moved to Virginia from 
California in the late ‘90’s.

During World War II, he was 
an American soldier who helped 
liberate a Nazi concentration 
camp.  When he made a $1 million 
donation to the Loudoun County 
Library, he asked that the local in-
stitution develop programs about 
the Holocaust to improve religious 
and cultural tolerance and to pro-

mote better understanding among 
all people.

When he gave $3 million to 
build Loudoun’s fi rst synagogue, 
he underscored his belief that di-
versity was a critical community 
value.  

When fi re seriously damaged 
the Leesburg Christian Academy 
in 1968, he donated $10,000 to 
help the congregation rebuild.

And, over the years, he donat-
ed $50,000 to the Afro American 
Historical Association of Fauquier 
County asking only that the dona-
tion be publicly announced to in-
spire others to make donations.

He often wanted his donations 
to improve service in a specifi c 
area, and, with other donations, 
he asked only that children be the 
benefi ciaries.

When he moved to his 
Middleburg farm, he brought in-
jured animals to the Marion du-
Pont Scott Equine Medical Center.  
To help them improve their emer-

gency room, he donated $250,000 
in his parents’ name. He also took 
good care of the Loudoun County 
Animal Shelter, in the name of his 
much loved dog, Roger, a German 
wirehaired pointer. 

Over time, his donations to 
the Loudoun Animal Shelter to-
taled $250,000.

Uran leaves behind his wife, 
Reverend Betsee Parker, and a 
daughter, Rosie, who is now four 
years old.  

His understanding of the im-
portant role successful individuals 
may play to support their com-
munity led him to a level of help 
that few aspire to or ever achieve.  
Should a cadre of individuals 
choose to follow closely in his 
footsteps as a local benefactor, a 
well-deserved and much needed 
legacy would be created in perpe-
tuity for Irwin Uran.
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News of Note
Irwin Uran’s Life Exemplified 
Stewardship and Responsibility

Richard A. Engberg  
Kenneth D. Reid*

Water is our 
most precious 
natural re-
source.  With-

out water, all forms of life 
would cease to exist.  

Water is also our least 
expensive natural resource.  
Safe drinking water is de-
livered to most homes in 
the United States at a cost 
of well under one cent per 
gallon.

With oil prices at near-
ly their all-time, infl ation-
adjusted high, some might 
argue that oil is our most 
precious resource.  Not so.  
Oil makes our lives easier 
and more comfortable 
– water makes our lives 
possible.

Fresh water resources 
in the United States, as we 
move deeper in the 21st 
century, are increasingly 
in peril.  Climate change, 
shifting population de-
mographics to more arid 

areas, ground water over-
drafts, aging water distri-
bution and waste removal 
infrastructures, as well as 
environmental and many 
other concerns take in-
creasing tolls on our water 
resources.  The following 
water facts, compiled from 
federal sources following 
a recent American Water 
Resources Association 
dialogue on water policy, 
point out these concerns:

• Demand:  Demand 
for water supplies contin-
ues to grow in many parts 
of the country and local 
governments are strug-
gling to deal with these de-
mands.  Although average 
per capita use is declining, 
our population is growing.  
By 2050, the U. S. popula-
tion is expected to grow by 
50 percent from its 2000 
level with a consequent in-
creased water demand

• Climate Change:  
Because rising tempera-
tures may cause increased 
rainfall in winter months in 

areas where snowfall pres-
ently is an important com-
ponent of the water bal-
ance, peak streamfl ow  is 
likely to move from spring 
to winter causing major 
hydrologic changes.  Water 
quality is likely generally 
to be degraded by higher 
water temperature.  Flood 
magnitude and frequency 
are likely to increase in 
most regions.

• Drought:  The na-
tion has no viable drought 
plan but continues to face 
periodic drought.  In 2002, 
49 percent of the lower 48 
states was in moderate to 
extreme drought.  Locally, 
rainfall at Dulles airport is 
at 10 percent of normal for 
the month of May 2007.

• Floods:  Annual 
fl ood losses in the United 
States continue to increase 
despite nearly 70 years of 
federal fl ood control.  The 
pre-Hurricane Katrina an-
nual fl ood cost are esti-
mated to be in excess of $6 
billion.

• Wetlands:  Wetlands 
protect fresh water by fi l-
tering contaminants from 
water infl ows.  Annually, 
in the U. S., wetland losses 
on nonfederal lands are be-
tween 70,000 and 90,000 
acres.

• Water Quality:  The 
U. S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s assess-
ment of U. S. water qual-
ity in 2000 found that 39 
percent of the river miles 
and 51 percent of estuarine 
areas assessed by the states 
were not fully meeting wa-
ter quality standards.

• Infrastructure:  The 
American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) in 2005 
cited an annual shortfall of 
$11 billion needed to re-
place water distribution fa-
cilities in the United States 
that are at or near the end 
of their useful life.  Recent 
news of water main breaks 
in Washington, DC and 
Montgomery County, MD 
illustrate this point.  ASCE 
also indicated that waste-

water systems face a $12 
billion annual shortfall to 
meet their needs.

These are but a few 
of the present concerns 
regarding water resources.  
We will address these con-
cerns further in the July is-
sue of Eccentric together 
with a few suggestions of 
what we as individuals and 
as a nation can do to protect 
and preserve our most im-
portant resource.  Locally, 
the efforts of Middleburg 
Go Green is an important 
fi rst step.

* Respectively, Tech-
nical Director and Execu-
tive Vice President of the 
American Water Resources 
Association, Middleburg, 
VA.  Both are Loudoun 
County residents.

Water – Our Most Precious Resource
Go Green Middleburg
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News of Note

INOVA Health System honored 
its commitment to current Dulles 
South residents and those who 
will reside along the Route 50 

corridor when the INOVA Medical 
Center for Dulles South opened this 
month.  

Located only 1.5 miles from the 
Route 50 intersection with Loudoun 
County Parkway, the new 22,000-
square-foot Chantilly facility offers 
diagnostic imaging services, urgent 
care, physical therapy and physicians’ 
offi ces.

No appointment is necessary for 
non-emergency illnesses and inju-
ries at the Urgent Care Center or for 
supplemental care during those times 
when your physician’s offi ce is closed 
or an immediate appointment is not 
available.  

The Urgent Care Center is located 
on the fi rst fl oor of INOVA Medical 
Center (IMC) at Dulles South.

IMC-Dulles South’s Physical 
Therapy Center specializes in outpa-

tient orthopedic and sports rehabili-
tation services for all ages.  You may 
telephone 703.916.2888 for appoint-
ments and more information.

INOVA’s network of 16 medical 
centers, fi ve of which are in Loudoun 
County, makes it the leading provider 
of rehabilitation therapy in Northern 
Virginia.

A physician’s referral is required, 
and the center participates in most 
major health insurance plans includ-
ing Medicare, Medicaid and Workers’ 
Compensation. 

Early morning and evening hour 
appointments are available at the 
Physical Therapy Center that is locat-
ed on the fi rst fl oor of the new medical 
center.

INOVA Diagnostic Imaging also 
requires a physician’s referral for ap-
pointments for CT, Ultrasound, Digi-
tal Mammography, Bone Density and 
X-rays.

For appointments, please tele-
phone 703.608.4488.  

 

INOVA Responds to Dulles South Needs

From left to right are: Kerry Skeen, Board member, Inova Loudoun Hospital (ILH) Board of Directors, Barbara 
Gardner, Ladies Board of ILH President, Knox Singleton, president and CEO, Inova Health System, Janell Hoff-
man, LHF Chair, Jim Plowman, Commonwealth Attorney for Loudoun County, Sen. Mark Herring, Delegate 
Chuck Caputo, Middleburg Mayor Betsy Davis, Mark Lowers, ILH Board Chairman, Bob Wertz, Commissioner 
of Revenue, Dulles District Supervisor Steve Snow, Randall Kelley, CEO, Inova Loudoun Hospital, Sterling Dis-
trict Supervisor Eugene Delgaudio, John Ryan, ILH Vice Chairman, H. Patrick Walters, executive vice president, 
Inova Health System, West Region

National Sporting Library Launches John H. Daniels Fellowship for Researchers

The National Sporting Li-
brary is pleased to announce 
that it has established a fel-
lowship in the name of the 

late John H. Daniels (1921-2006), 
the Library’s long-time friend and 
supporter. The Library is a center for 
research in horse and field sports, 
and its collections document the 
history and sociology of sport and 
the important bond between humans 
and animals.  The Library is located 
just 42 miles west of Washington, 
DC.  Its collections cover equestrian 

sports, angling, shooting, and other 
field sports.

Throughout his association with 
the Library, John Daniels heartily 
endorsed an annual fellowship pro-
gram that would attract top scholars 
to the Library. He and his wife Mar-
tha donated a spectacular collection 
of 5,000 sporting books in 1995, in-
cluding the Library’s earliest book 
on the sport of dueling – Duello by 
the Italian writer, Paride del Pozzo - 
dated 1523. This wealth of sporting 
books was the impetus behind build-

ing the Library’s new facility, which 
opened in 1999. It was Daniels’ 
most fervent wish that scholars use 
and read both his and the Library’s 
other rare and wonderful books.

The John H. Daniels’ Fellowship 
will provide financial assistance and 
housing to recipients.  Researchers 
are asked to submit an application, 
proposing a research project to be 
conducted at the Library.  Research-
ers must demonstrate in their propos-
als what collections and books they 
will consult.  Application materials 

and instructions can be found under 
the fellowship link on the Library’s 
website, www.nsl.org, or by con-
tacting Elizabeth Tobey, Fellowship 
Coordinator, at fellowship@nsl.org 
or 540-687-6542 x 25.  Tobey is 
also serving as the first fellow, and 
is translating into English one of 
the Library’s oldest books, Federico 
Grisone’s treatise on horsemanship, 
Gli Ordini di Cavalcare (The Rules 
of Riding), first published in Italy in 
1550.

The application deadline for 

2008 fellowships is September 30, 
2007.  Successful applicants will be 
notified by the end of December.

The National Sporting Library 
has free admission and is open to 
researchers and the general pub-
lic from Tuesday to Friday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturdays 
from 1 to 4 p.m.  Currently on view 
are two exhibitions, Reflections on a 
Life with Horses, featuring the horse 
racing paintings of Sir Alfred Mun-
nings, and White House Horses.
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Others raised concerns about the 
impact on downtown Middleburg of  
Salamander’s plans for new restau-
rants on its property.

Former Council member Helen 
Hyre, who voted against the proj-
ect before resigning her post, again 
warned Council that the project would 
destroy the Middleburg she and most 
others had come to know and love.

Proponents of the project, and 
Mayor Davis, continue to point to 
the long term economic benefi ts, di-
rect and indirect, that completion of 
the Inn and Spa would bring to the 
Town, including provision for low-
cost housing for teachers.

Pink Box Committee
Mayor Betsy Davis moved to 

address the raging battle over the fu-
ture and function of “The Pink Box,” 
Middleburg’s volunteer-staffed infor-
mation center, by appointing Council 
Members Eura Lewis, Trowbridge 
Littleton and Bundles Murdock to a 
select committee to consult with the 
leadership of the Pink Box volunteer 
organization recommend a solution to 
Town Council

At issue is the cost of maintain-
ing the “Pink Box” building, and its 
status as the Town’s “offi cial” infor-
mation center.

As an economy measure, the 
Town decided to terminate its lease 
of the Pink Box building from the 
non-profi t Sporting Library Founda-
tion, and to consider distribution of 
information to visitors elsewhere, 
most likely from the town-owned 
building on Federal Street which cur-
rently houses, among other things, 
the Middleburg Police Department.

To ensure the care and preserva-
tion of the “Pink Box” buidling, the 
Town has already agreed, in princi-
ple, to turn over to an as-yet-to-be-es-
tablished “Pink Box Foundation,” the 
remainder of a quarter million dollar 
“Pink Box Fund” originally collected 
in an effort to buy the Pink Box build-
ing for the Town.

Since 2001, those funds have 
been scrupulously conserved by the 
Town.  Not a penny has been spent 
from the fund, according to Town 
Administrator Jerry Schiro, for any 

purpose not directly associated with 
“The Pink Box.” 

Indeed, under the Town’s stew-
ardship, the value of the fund has 
actually grown some 21%, from 
roughly $210,000 in 2001, to nearly 
$255,000 now.

Before the funds can be trans-
ferred, however, Middleburg’s Town 
Council is, in Schiro’s words, “ . . . 
obligated to replace tax dollars spent 
on the operation of the Pink Box.”

In consultation with the Town’s 
auditor, Schiro is completing an es-
timate of “past expenditures associ-
ated with “The Pink Box” retroactive 
“to the establishment of the fund in 
2001.

At this point it would appear that 
roughly half the fund will be avail-
able for transfer.

The terms and conditions of that 
transfer, and the future relationship 
of the Pink Box to the Town’s tourist 
information activities, will be deter-
mined in large part by the results of 
Mayor Davis’s new Pink Box Com-
mittee.

Town Treasury
As of June 30, 2007, the Town 

overspent its General Fund budget 
for the year by roughly 5%, or  just 
over $65,000.  On the brighter side, 
Middleburg’s Utility Fund expendi-
tures came in at 3% under budget, 
and the Health Center Fund, at  67% 
under budget.

On the income side of the ledger, 
water revenues were 5% higher than 
expected;  real estate and property tax 
collections exceeded budget by more 
than $43,000; and bank franchise fee 
income was $175,000 higher than ex-
pected.

Cash balances on hand, as of 
June 30, totaled just over $670,000. 

Other News
Priscilla Godfrey of the Loudoun 

County School Board appeared be-
fore Council on July 12.  She noted 
that the students in the County’s 
schools had scored well in the most 
recent round of testing, and that the 
2007-2008 school year would start 
the second Monday after Labor Day.

News of Note

Continued Page 8

On Tuesday, June 26th  over 
60 top chefs and culinary 
professionals from  the 
Washington, DC area and 

throughout the Mid-Atlantic traded 
in their toques for motorcycle hel-
mets for the 4th annual Share Our 
Strength’s Chefs on Bikes presented 
by Fortessa.  This 100-mile-plus ride 
raised over $50,000 for Share Our 
Strength, the nation’s leading organi-
zation working to end childhood hun-
ger in America.

 After a low country breakfast 
featuring eggs Benedict, ham steaks 
with red eye gravy, fresh baked trea-
sures and fruit, the riders roared out 
from Indigo Landing restaurant for 
a scenic ride through the Virginia 
countryside. Riders then headed to 
Middleburg, Va.’s Market Salaman-
der for a lunch that included the 
restaurant’s popular macaroni and 
cheese. After lunch riders hit the road 
again for another beautiful ride with 
views of the Shenandoah mountains.  
The fi nal stop was at Chrysalis Vine-
yards, also in Middleburg, where the 
chefs enjoyed a special reserve wine 
tasting and an afternoon of entertain-
ment, fabulous food and fun. Food at 
the post-ride party included a special 
appetizer foam bar and tapas pre-
sented by Cuisine Solutions of Alex-
andria, Va., traditional pork barbecue 
sandwiches from the Grill Meister of 
Galena, Md. and artisan breads from 
Uptown Bakers of Hyattsville, Md.

 This year’s event raised over 

$50,000 from individual contribu-
tions, pledges and sponsorships 
– nearly triple the amount raised in 
2006.  Chef Maziar Farivar of Pea-
cock Café in Washington, DC raised 
over $2,600 and won the award for 
most money raised by an individual 
rider. Second prize for most money 
raised went to Jean-Michel Bergoug-
noux of L’Absinthe Brasserie-Res-
taurant in New York City who raised 
$1,330.

 The money raised will support 
Share Our Strength’s efforts to end 
childhood hunger in America. Since 
1984, they have led the fi ght against 
hunger and poverty by inspiring and 
organizing individuals and busi-
nesses to share their strengths. They 
have raised over $200 million to fi ght 
hunger around the globe and invested 
critical funds in over 1,000 of the 
most effective hunger-related organi-
zations to help them sustain their ef-
forts and maximize their capacity to 
deliver results. Today, their priority is 
to end childhood hunger in America 
ensuring that the more than 12 mil-
lion children facing hunger have ac-
cess to the nutritious food they need 
to learn, grow and thrive.

 “We are thrilled with the results 
of this year’s ride,” said Billy Shore, 
Founder and Executive Director of 
Share Our Strength.  “If we are to 
address the challenge of 12 million 
children facing hunger in America, it 
will take innovative solutions like the 
Chefs on Bikes program.  We salute 

all of the riders, volunteers, and spon-
sors who participated in this year’s 
event and thank them for their role in 
raising critical funds and awareness 
to ensure that kids everywhere have 
access to nutritious food.”

 Seven brave chefs also took part 
in a “Year of the Pig” themed BBQ 
contest for which they each created 
a recipe for a 14 pound suckling pig.  
This year’s winner was Mallory Bu-
ford of Black’s Bar and Kitchen in 
Bethesda who took a simple approach 
with his Carolina Cold Smoke recipe 
in which he prepared the pig using 
a special homemade spice rub, then 
cold smoked it for several hours and 
fi nished it off with a mop of vinegar 
and seasonings.  This year’s runner 
up was Jamie Stachowski of Res-
taurant Kolumbia who took a more 
innovative approach using a “sous 
vide” technique for which he injected 

the pig with amaretto brine, larded 
it with bacon, vacuum sealed it in a 
plastic bag and slow cooked it in a 
low temperature water bath for six 
hours before fi nishing it in an off-
set smoker rotisserie.  The esteemed 
panel BBQ contest judges included 
Bob Madigan, WTOP Radio’s “Man 
About Town” who also served as 
Emcee; Eve Zibert of the Washing-
ton Post; Michael Birchenall of Food 
Service Monthly, Marc Silverstein, 
host of Food Network’s “Best of” and 
Jeff Buben Chef Owner of Bistro Bis 
and Vidalia.

 “We are heartened to see the 
continued commitment from the 
area’s top hospitality professionals,” 
said Scott Hamberger, managing di-
rector of Fortessa, Inc.  “This is a 
great cause and a fun event that gets 
better every year.”

 Chefs on Bikes was co-founded 

by Scott Hamberger of Fortessa, Inc. 
and Jean-Philippe Krukowicz, owner 
of Kruko, Inc., the Washington, DC, 
foodservice company.

 About Share Our Strength
Since 1984, Share Our Strength® 

has led the fi ght against hunger and 
poverty by inspiring individuals and 
businesses to share their strengths. 
Today, its priority is to end childhood 
hunger in America. By raising funds 
to support the most effective commu-
nity-based programs that feed hungry 
children, partnering with organiza-
tions that pursue long-term solutions, 
and helping families help themselves 
through nutrition education programs, 
Share Our Strength will ensure that 
the more than 12 million children at 
risk of hunger have access to the nu-
tritious food they need to learn, grow 
and thrive. For more information, 
please visit www.strength.org.

CHEF’s on MOTORCYCLE RIDERS RAISE OVER $50,000 FOR SHARE OUR 
STRENGTH’S FIGHT TO END CHILDHOOD HUNGER IN AMERICA

Fits and Starts
From Page 1
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It’s Your Business
New Board Chair Takes Over at LCVA

The Loudoun Convention 
&Visitors Association 
(LCVA) announced today 
that Bill Gibson, Business 

Development Manager at the Nation-
al Conference Center has been elect-
ed to the position of Board Chair of 
the LCVA Board as  of July 1, 2007.  
Bill Gibson takes over the position 
from Carol Welti, who has led the 
LCVA Board for the past 2 years.

As Chair of the LCVA’s Board 
of Directors, Bill Gibson will be re-
sponsible for the programmatic and 
fi scal integrity of the corporation, 
and will lead the 28-member LCVA 
Board in planning and guidance for 
the work of the organization; approve 
its policies; assist in securing the fi -
nancial resources required to sustain 
and increase tourism programs; and 

share responsibility for effective re-
cruiting and retention programs. 

As Business Development Man-
ager for The National Conference 
Center, Bill Gibson is primarily re-
sponsible for developing long-term 
business opportunities through stra-
tegic relationships with senior ex-
ecutives at major corporations and 
federal government agencies.

With 20 years of experience, 
Bill Gibson has a wide range of ex-
perience as a senior staff member in 
the marketing of hospitality services, 
serving as national sales manager for 
Hilton International Hotels, Director 
of Sales for Xerox Document Uni-
versity, and Regional Sales Director 
for Synxis Corporation, prior to join-
ing The National Conference Center 
in 2001.  

A native of Washington, D.C., 
Bill has lived in Loudoun County 
for the past 13 years and presently 
resides in Purcellville with his wife 
Beth, and their two children, Adam 
and Eric

Dr, Jackson Honored 

Ronald Jackson, D.D.S. 
of Middleburg, Virginia 
was recently honored by 
the West Virginia Uni-

versity School of Dentistry at its 
50 year celebration.  Dr. Jackson 
was bestowed the Distinguished 
Alumni Award by the President 
of the Board of Governors of the 
Dental School Alumni Associa-
tion.  

The award reads:
“For his outstanding contri-

butions to dentistry and his nu-
merous accomplishments nation-
ally and internationally which 
have helped improve the dental 
profession.”

Dr. Jackson founded a com-
prehensive restorative and cos-

metic practice in Middleburg in 
1976.  He is now a part time as-
sociate for Dr. Robert Gallegos in 
that practice and spends and equal 
amount of time lecturing at state, 
national and international dental 
conferences

Tri-County Feeds Goes Green

T ri-County Feeds, 
Etc . ’s  impressive new 
faci l i ty  located at 
7408 John Marshal l 

Highway in  Marshal l  is  going 
green.   The 24,000 square-foot 
re ta i l  and warehouse faci l i ty, 
opening in  ear ly  September, 
has  been developed in  an en-
vironmental ly  responsible  way.  
“Making choices  throughout 
the faci l i ty  that  protect  our  en-
vironment  and l imited natural 
resources  wherever  feasible 
was just  the r ight  thing to  do,” 
said Bil l  Jackson,  President  of 

Tri-County Feeds.  
Insulat ion used throughout 

the faci l i ty  is  a  cel lulose of  re-
cycled newspaper.   This  insula-
t ion s ignif icant ly  reduces heat-
ing and cool ing costs ,  resul t ing 
in  reduced energy consumption 
and pol lut ion.   An added bene-
f i t  of  using recycled newspaper 
as  insulat ion is  the reduct ion 
of  landfi l l  waste .   Throughout 
Tri-County’s  new faci l i ty,  in-
cluding the board and bat ten 
exter ior,  the s ta ins  and paint 
used are  solvent-free,  water-
based products  that  are  harm-

less  to  the environment  and wa-
terways and do not  produce any 
indoor  pol lut ion.   This  ensures 
that  no toxins  are  re leased into 
the air  we breathe.  

The recycled f iber  carpet 
chosen is  a  tes tament  to  both 
the at t ract iveness  and value 
of  recycled products .   Bam-
boo and cork f looring,  used 
throughout  the bui lding,  are 
environmental ly  sound,  re-
newable,  recyclable ,  and bio-
degradable .   Both are  ant imi-
crobial  and improve air  qual i ty 
and reduce noise .  

Recovered wood coun-
ters  and low-vol tage l ight ing 
add to  the warm and welcom-
ing ambiance of  the new Tri-
County Feeds faci l i ty  while 
support ing Tri-County’s  com-
mitment  to  environmental ly 
responsible  construct ion and 
furnishing.   Future  plans to  use 
run-off  f rom the bui lding wil l 
conserve water.  

Natural  pet  foods,  bedding, 
household cleaning i tems,  and 
personal  care  products  wil l  be 
avai lable  a t  the new Tri-County 
Feeds.   They wil l  provide cus-
tomers  with environmental ly 
conscious product  choices .   

Known for  i ts  outs tanding 
customer service,  knowledge-
able  s taff ,  re l iabi l i ty,  and un-
matched integri ty,  Tri-County 
Feeds’ new faci l i ty  wil l  of-
fer  an expansive select ion of 
products  for  the equestr ian 

and companion animal  enthu-
siast .   Tack,  r iding equipment 
and at t i re ,  home and s table 
furnishings,  gif ts ,  toys ,  books, 
the work of  local  ar t is ts ,  and 
dog and cat  care  i tems wil l  be 
avai lable .   These new products 
wil l  complement  the broad as-
sor tment  of  feeds,  bedding,  and 
suppl ies  current ly  offered.   A 
l ibrary/media room/conference 
center  wil l  be avai lable  for  use 
and wil l  serve as  a  valuable  re-
source to  the community.  

Bi l l  Jackson commented, 
“Tri-County Feeds is  honored 
to  have served our  customers 
for  a lmost  30 years .   We be-
l ieve our  new faci l i ty  and ex-
panded product  l ines  wil l  en-
able  us  to  meet  our  customers’ 
needs more completely and ef-
fect ively and bet ter  serve our 
community.”
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We all enjoy the history of Hunt Country, the beautiful coun-
tryside,  the charming traditions, the fine hunters and valiant ca-
nine companions, the iconic paddocks and beautiful barns, the riding 
rings,  the dappled mornings and sunset sorties across the fields.

Millions are invested by leaders of more mundane areas in 
search of a brand and identity that will cast a glowing reflection on 
their commercial sector.  They do not have the luxury of a legacy 
like Middleburg’s that is the envy of towns and villages around the 
world.

Without care and diligent attention, this legacy will not last.  As 
a famously successful advertising executive leader once said,  “By 
time you are tired of your brand, the people you’re targeting are just 
beginning to remember it.”

By honoring identifying with our traditions, we ensure the con-
tinuing success of our commercial sector.  In order to honor them it 
is absolutely essential that we study the fascinating and exceptional 
history of this wonderful place.

Current and future marketers of Middleburg will attain astound-
ing levels of success if they closely study the personalities and the 
persuasions of this historic place.  Our legacy, our liturgy, our vocab-
ulary and our iconography are impeccable and seductive to precisely 
the customers and visitors our retailers wish to cultivate.

Fortunately, we do not need to invest millions to continue our 
legacy.  We do need to continue to honor our highly diversified and 
loyal citizenry, and to consistently raise our pastoral, hunt and equine 
brand as an invitation to all the world to visit this historic place.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the 
Editor. Letters must be signed and include writer’s name, address 
and daytime phone number. Please submit letter via email: editor@
mbecc.com or P.O. Box 1768, Middleburg VA 20118

Editor’s Desk
The Luxury of a Legacy

Red vs Blue

Ken Rietz - (R)

Most of the published public opinion sur-
veys show that Americans think our country is 
OFF TRACK.  On the key indicators of where 
the country is going -- right direction, wrong 
direction --  more than 70% feel that we are 
headed in the wrong direction.

When we look around, however, it does 
not seem all that bad. The stock market has 
reached an all time high.  Retail sales, although 
not reaching expectations, are increasing . The 
Federal Deficit is getting smaller and is pro-

jected to disappear completely next year. Our 
families have more gadgets --i.e. cell phones, 
Blackberries,  I pods, Razberries  and video 
games of every description – than we could 
have imagined a few short years ago.

So, let us examine WHY we are so nega-
tive about the future ?

How about the way our leaders act ? 
What were we supposed to think when Sec-
retary Chertoff said he had a “ gut feeling “ that 
we would be attacked this summer. Were we 
supposed to be comforted or warned by his an-
nouncement ?

How about Congress doubling the boun-
ty on Osama Bin Laden from 25 million to 50 
million dollars. Does anyone think this will 
make any difference ?

Now we hear that food from China is 
contaminated,  that bottled water is bad for the 
environment, that we are all getting too fat, that 
the Polar Bears and Penguins are heading for 
extinction and Global Warming is mentioned 
daily.

Yes, then there are the sad weather re-
lated stories of fire, draught and flood. And 
there is the blogesphere where anyone can say 

anything about anybody without research or 
proof.

Then there is IRAQ.
For those of us who live in the beautiful 

Piedmont, we have Dominion Power trying 
to jam down our throats 15 story tall power 
towers that will forever mar our historic coun-
tryside.

It seems there is little respite from the con-
stant negative barrage of which we are made 
aware. It’s no wonder that all of this leads to a 
negative perception of our life and our future.

The best answer for us locals is to write 

a letter to the State Corporations Commission 
( SCC )  letting them know that we will NOT 
put up with Dominion Power’s  greedy ‘power 
grab’ of our beautiful land. It will make us feel 
that at least there is something constructive we 
can accomplish.  Then, turn off the TV, turn off 
the radio, turn off the PC and take a walk or ride 
in this wonderful place we are lucky enough 
to call home.

Note: Ken Rietz, a resident of Delaplane, 
is a former Deputy Chairman of the Republi-
can National Committee.

Right Direction, Wrong Direction

Rant & RavesLetters to the Editor
To the Editor:

Global warming issues have 
recently focused much attention 
on our environment.  Much of the 
attention has been directed toward 
the need to produce clean ener-
gies and to concern over the cur-
rent administration’s predilection 
for opening previously protected 
areas to activities (drilling, min-
ing, etc.) producing dirty energies.  
Less attention has been given to 
preserving our remaining forests, 
or to why we would want to spend 
money to preserve them in the fi rst 
place.

Economically, it makes sense 
to preserve our forests.  The 
simple reason for this is that the 
preserved forest is ongoing and 
renewable. The destroyed, or “de-
veloped” forest is fi nite.  Jobs and 
revenue linked to the preserved 
forest are stable and secure.  They 
benefi t the greatest number of peo-
ple, both consumer and producer.  
Jobs which are linked to destroy-
ing or diminishing the forest ben-
efi t mainly the few and tend to be 
transitory.  

Forest preservation is healthy.  
It is healthy for the forests, healthy 
for the planet, healthy for humans.  
Trees especially, and also other 
plant life, take in carbon dioxide 
(our main global warming gas) 
during photosynthesis and give 
off oxygen, which we need to 
breathe.  Animal (including hu-
man) life gives off carbon dioxide 
during breathing, and humans cre-
ate even more of it by such activi-
ties as burning fossil fuels.  Trees, 
especially the more broad leaved 
deciduous variety, clean our air.  In 
so doing, they help reduce global 
warming and enrich our air with a 
substance of our life.   Forests also 
keep us active, giving us plenti-
ful attractive space to walk, run, 

climb, swim, play, hike.  Pleasur-
able outdoor activity promotes 
healthy bodies and discourages 
obesity.

Trees also hold the soil of our 
land in place, protecting our land 
from becoming barren wasteland.  
They enrich the land by decom-
position upon their natural death.  
They shelter a myriad of smaller 
plants which are also components 
of the forest.  Some of these small-
er plants are herbs for medicinal 
use or healthy foods.  Forest eco-
systems function as well as natural 
water cleansers. The clear water 
of forest springs gives evidence of 
this.  It is not the forests and trees 
which dump pollutants in our wa-
ter.  In addition, forests, especially 
trees, help to regulate climate by 
absorbing heat and releasing mois-
ture gradually.  We are now begin-
ning to see the undesirable climate 
changes resulting in part from the 
massive destruction  of trees and 
forests occurring during the last 
century and continuing today.

Forests are good for our spiri-
tual and psychological life.  Our 
ancestors came from the forest 
and a link to the forest is encoded 
in our DNA. We sense this both 
by the feeling of well-being aris-
ing when we can quietly walk or 
sit in a forest environment (or even 
in an arboretum), and by the sense 
of restlessness, of something miss-
ing, when we lack that connec-
tion.  Forests offer us recreation, 
renewal, retreat, pleasure, peace 
and quiet in which to simply be 
and grow.  The continuity of for-
est life connects us to the strengths 
of our past – genetic and cultural 
– and prepares us to co-create a vi-
able future.

Forests shelter and nurture 
species diversity.  Where forests 
have been cut down and under the 

effects of global warming, many 
species have gone extinct or are 
threatened with extinction.  The 
rate of species extinction keeps on 
increasing as we keep on harvest-
ing our forests, which contributes 
as well to global warming.  Even 
though we may not be initially 
aware of the value of a specifi c spe-
cies, the loss of that species will be 
felt within the ecosystem.  Studies 
of ecosystems where wolves have 
been eliminated show the result 
of increased populations of native 
herbivores’ damaging the ecosys-
tem by overgrazing the plants on 
which they feed.  Reintroduction 
of wolves solved the problem.  
Magic School Bus’ “In the Rain-
forest” episode gives a simplifi ed 
example of what happens to cocoa 
trees when peccaries are removed 
from the environment.  Especially 
important is the diversity of plant 
life.  Dorothy H. Patent, in her 
“The Vanishing Feast”, points out 
the danger to our food supply of 
having only a few of many species 
remaining.

For all these reasons and more, 
preserving our forests is impor-
tant.  People, we are all in this 
together.  We are all, all species, 
including humans, co-inhabit-
ants of Planet Earth.  Each has a 
part to play in the whole, and an 
intact whole supports the well-be-
ing of all.  When we damage or 
destroy a forest, that act reverber-
ates throughout the whole ecosys-
tem, and throughout the planet to 
which it is linked.  We, as part of 
that planet, also suffer a damage or 
destruction to ourselves and/or our 
quality of life.

When we preserve the forest, 
we preserve ourselves.

Elizabeth Davis
Sterling, VA

Dan Morrow - (D)

In March of 1933, FDR warned his 
countrymen against fear . . . “nameless, unrea-
soning, unjustified terror   . . . ” and  the paraly-
sis and bad judgment it engenders.

On July 17, Eugene Delgaudio of Ster-
ling (and, some say, Falls Church), introduced . 
. . and an apparently terrified Loudoun County 
Board of Supervisors passed (unanimously) . . 
.  a resolution directed at the nameless  unjusti-
fied terror du jour . . . the dreaded “illegal im-
migrants.”

With the voices of reason and dissent 
apparently in an advanced stage of paralysis,  
and with no one willing to walk out or, heaven 
forbid, vote “no,” our elected representatives 
ordered the County Administrator to imme-
diately begin work on a document that will 
outline how our taxpayer funded service agen-
cies and law enforcement officers may legally 
make life in Loudoun County as unpleasant as 
possible for the dreaded brown hordes of  “il-
legals.”

Perhaps by squinting at the text of Del-
gaudio’s resolution, and thus seeing only the 
term, “illegal,” the normally reliable opponents 

of  the likes of Delgaudio, Tulloch, Snow, 
Clem and  other Bush- masters of forethought 
and planning, created the unfortunate impres-
sion that they were willing to sell their souls to 
save their seats.  Or, to be more generous, were 
willing to bite their tongues and kick the can 
down the road ‘til September,  praying that the 
November elections would come before real 
action was required.

By noting piously that the resolution, 
and the forthcoming black list of services to be 
denied,  “shall not be construed  . . .to prohibit 
the rendering of emergency medical care or 
any other  . . . benefits mandated by federal or 
state law” our solons at least managed to cover 
themselves against lawsuits from the maimed, 
or an embarrassing application of the principles 
of Hippocrates by ethically inclined medical 
and first-responder types.

And noting “ . . . that the resolution should 
not be interpreted to impede  . . . reporting of a 
crime or criminal activity to any law enforce-
ment agency” the Board members protected  
themselves, technically at least,  from annoy-
ing complaints from abused spouses, neglect-
ed children, and those pesky victims of rape, 
murder and larceny who don’t have citizenship 

papers or green cards.
Thus covered, the Board formally prom-

ised do its best to do its duty to ratchet up the 
misery index for people who, admittedly, 
broke the law in order to go work in a rich 
country, and richer a county, that’s literally beg-
ging for them to do so.

Apparently, not a single voice was raised 
to offer an alternative approach to the legiti-
mate issues raised by the influx of thousands 
of people who, by all accounts, earn their daily 
bread in percentages well above the national 
averages and pay all the taxes they can without 
benefit of registration and possible deportation.   

The folks who risked much, if not all, 
to come here are not going “home” no matter 
how miserable we make them.  And making 
their lives miserable will drive precisely the 
kinds of  behavior that, to this point, is statisti-
cally untypical.  

Heap shame and misery on the best of 
men and women whose families, traditions 
and sense of honor demands that they both 
work and be treated with respect, and be pre-
pared to face the worst.  

And speaking of worst, by approving 
this Delgaudio ploy, our Supervisors appear to 

have given in not only to fear, but to a profes-
sional exploiter of misguided fear and loath-
ing.

Doubt me?  Do a creative Google search 
or two.  Better yet, check out Delgaudio’s day 
job as Executive Director of the gay-bashing, 
special-insight-into-the-mind-of-God,  direct-
mail-mill “Public Advocate” or, better yet, 
go to People for the American Way’s “Right 
Wing Watch” July 19 story, “Northern Virginia 
Suburbs Adopt Anti-Immigrant Ordinances.”

By characterizing this resolution as 
“nothing more” than a mandate to the County 
Adminstrator to “do a study” and “provide a 
report, ” the Supervisors with the good grace to 
be embarrassed at all this, also clevely avoided 
having to spell out their own, personal, lists of 
the specifics of Delgaudian mean-spiritedness.

What services do they REALLY want 
to cut?  

They (and we) won’t know until the 
“study” is complete.

But Delgaudio has no qualms about list-
ing them.  

“Gene” wants to cut housing and health-
care services, no bones about it.  If folks are “il-
legal,” I suppose, we’ll just let ‘em go home, or  

hide in a crate and die coughing.
“Gene” also states, unequivocally, that 

the folks who do much of the minimum-wage 
work for his developer friends and funders are 
causing “economic hardship and lawlessness.

How does he know?  From what some 
say are his digs in another county, he sees all, 
and then, God help us, speaks out .  in the pro-
cess managing to betray the very people who 
elected him.  According to Delgaudio, Sterling 
.  . . . poverty-stricken,  lawless Dodge-City of 
a suburb with its back against the economic 
wall.  

With PR in like that (in national media, 
no less)  who needs REAL problems.  But, 
who knows?  Perhaps he believes the lower he 
can drive property values in Sterling, the less 
taxes his constituents will pay.  

And, as a Supervisor, he’s willing to help 
us all.

Bruce Tulloch, at least, assured the as-
sembled July 19 multidudes that “No one on 
this dais is a racist.”  

Methinks he protests too much.  But he’s 
a great fan of “Gene.”  But . . . who knows . . . 
I could be wrong. 

“The Only Thing We Have to Fear . . . “
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Pastimes

Brian Lichorowic

Everybody that sits in our kitchen always 
wonders what’s in all the bottles on the back 
counter. It’s an old habit left over from my 
childhood where my Dad would have no less 

than eight different wine bottles of homemade hot 
and cold infused oils at the ready on the restaurant’s 
cook line.

“Mr. L”, my Dad’s professional moniker, drilled 
several rules into my head. Two big ones were: 1) 
“Hot pan + cold oil = foods won’t stick” and 2) “In-
gredients supply a fl avor - a good oil enhances it.” 
Those little morsels of knowledge along with the leg-
endary, “Get that out of your mouth you scmuck!” 
have stuck with me like dried Irish oatmeal on a 

wooden fl oor. 
As I recall, green bot-

tles were cold infused oils 
and clear bottles were hot 
infused oils. Sloppy grease 
pencil labeling would tell 
us of its use: Beef, Lamb, Pork and Seafood. Each 
assembled by one of our Chefs with the ingredients 
given to him with precise instructions on the prepa-
ration methodology. Naturally, the inevitable would 
happen where 500 people decided on the same entrée 
so we’d have to quickly make up 5 more gallons of 
the stuff. Which at times was even more annoying 
than de-boning 500 chickens. But in the end, a simple 
way to enhance the fl avor of any meal is to accent (or 
drizzle) with infused oil.  

Confessions from an Oiler
From Behind the Stove
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Pastimes

Genie Ford

We are thrilled once 
again to provide the 
books for a signing 
event for local 

author Marc Leepson’s new book, 
Desperate Engagement: How a 
Little Known Civil War Battle Saved 
Washington, D.C. and Changed 
American History. The event 
will take place at the Middleburg 
Library on Monday, July 30, at 7 
p.m.

Marc has done his usual 
thorough research, taking a 
complicated and complex topic and 
transforming it into an exciting, 
interesting and compelling saga. 
Civil War buffs or anyone who 

loves history, especially Virginia 
history, will want a signed copy of 
this book. 

Another wonderful Civil War-
era book is Reading the Man: A 
Portrait of Robert E. Lee Through 
His Private Letters by Elizabeth 
Brown Pryor. Through her 
comprehensive research into Lee’s 
personal correspondence, we get 
to know the fl esh-and-blood man 
behind the icon.

Are you a naturally curious 
person, but you just don’t have the 
time to fi nd out about everything that 
interests you? Then the new Oxford 
University Short Introduction series 
is perfect for you. These small 
but concise and well-thought-out 
books cover a wide range of topics, 

from architecture to animal rights 
to global warming to cryptography 
to Islam, evolution, particle physics 
and the Vikings. These small books 
are straightforward, accessible and 
very entertaining.

If you found Confessions of an 
Economic Hit Man both fascinating 
and alarming, you’ll feel the same 
way about The Secret History of 
the American Empire: Economic 
Hit Men, Jackals and the Truth 
About Global Corruption by John 
Perkins. As with his previous book, 
Perkins is unfl inching when it 
comes to revealing the dark side of 
our nation’s economic conquests. 

In our fi ction section, there are 
some interesting new books, as well 
as previous titles now appearing in 
paper. Just out is Secrets of a Fire 
King by Kim Edwards, author of 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter. 
This is a story collection featuring 

characters who are just a bit outside 
the mainstream—thus making them 
that much more interesting. 

The Rug Merchant by Meg 
Mullins gives a new perspective 
on immigration, in the form of a 
beautifully written novel about 
a successful but isolated Iranian 
in the midst of a devastating loss 
who fi nds unexpected love in an 
improbable place—the terminal at 
JFK Airport in New York.

The American Girl 
phenomenon has arrived in 
Middleburg, with a wide variety of 
books, both fi ction and nonfi ction, 
now available. The American Girl 
Library Series features everything 
from a cookbook to a school 
planner to the charming stories that 
lie behind the popular dolls. This 
is a terrifi c series that really lives 
up to its designation as a “library 
series.” There are books on just 

about every topic imaginable, and 
it’s all well done, entertaining and 
educational.

Now we have one last book to 
mention, and we’ve saved it for the 
end because it’s one that just can’t 
be easily classifi ed: Somebody Is 
Going to Die if Lilly Beth Doesn’t 
Catch That Bouquet: The Offi cial 
Southern Ladies’ Guide to Hosting 
the Perfect Wedding. This is by 
Gayden Metcalfe and Charlotte 
Hays, who brought you Being 
Dead Is No Excuse: The Offi cial 
Southern Ladies Guide to Hosting 
the Perfect Funeral. Their second 
“Southern Ladies” book should 
come with a warning label about 
the dangers of too much laughing. 
These Southern ladies are unique, 
although they would tell you they 
are just like everybody else, honey, 
only more so.

Book News: A Bit of History, Fiction, Girl Stuff and Hilarity 
Exploring Books

Alex Cudaback

Allan Huber Selig, Jr., a.k.a., 
Bud Selig, a.k.a., the Com-
missioner of Major League 
Baseball, has got to be on 

cloud nine right about now.
He’s got to be giddy as a school-

girl and happy as a clam, all at once. 
For Bud, the sky is blue, the grass 

is green and everything is coming up 
roses.

Why?
Because for the fi rst time in re-

cent memory, for the fi rst time since 
steroids and the cream and the clear 
and Andro and every other eye of 
newt and toe of frog, wool of bat and 
tongue of dog started super-infl at-
ing his players and the record books, 
Major League Baseball is the profes-
sional sports league here in the land 
of Grandma and apple pie that has the 
least onerous of problems.

He-who-must-not-be-named will 
break Hank Aaron’s magical record of 
755 any day now, and all the bright 
lights that have been relentlessly 
shining on all the skeletons in Major 
League Baseball’s closet, pointing 
out all the dustbunnies under Bud’s 
fridge, mercilessly drawing attention 
to the seamy, seedy underbelly of 
America’s pastime have all found two 
things much juicier upon which to fo-
cus their piercing gaze.

In-sport Betting. 
David Stern, the Commissioner 

of the NBA, has, seemingly single-
handedly, largely through the force of 
his own will and vision, grown bas-
ketball and the NBA into one of the 
world’s most popular sports. David 
Stern helped spread the word of Mi-
chael, Larry and Magic more widely 
and more diversely than anyone ever 
had any right to expect. He was to bas-
ketball what Paul was to the Gospel. 
He took a moribund league, a whole 
league, mind you, not just one team, 
and translated it into the only single 
sport native to the United States that 
has translated with any real success to 
entire regions of the rest of the world. 
He’s done such a good job of it, as a 
matter of fact, that the United States 
hasn’t won Olympic gold since 2000 
and hasn’t even sniffed at the stuff at 
the FIBA World Championships since 
1994.

Over the past several years at 

home, however, basketball’s popular-
ity was waned, with ratings sagging, 
no one stepping up and fi lling Mike’s 
empty Air Jordans, and large-market 
teams either imploding during the 
playoffs or just missing them entirely. 
On top of that has been a growing cho-
rus of complaints from fans, players 
and, more recently, owners about the 
quality of the offi ciating, complaints 
that certain star players get special 
treatment, complaints that certain 
games were so unevenly called as to 
be beyond simply forehead-smacking 
and bordering rather more on the sta-
tistically inconceivable.

Stern was able to shrug off all 
those complaints as mere sour grapes 
from disappointed individuals eager 
to lay blame for their own failures 
at the feet of others, even when pre-
sented with reams of statistical evi-
dence to the contrary, and he was able 
to do it with impunity because there 
was never anything he considered 
“proof,” no smoking gun, no airtight, 
gift-wrapped case that forced him to 
admit that something was very rotten 
in the state of Denmark. 

Tim Donaghy, the 13-year NBA 
referee now at the center of a point-
shaving, game-fi xing scandal changes 
all that. Law enforcement sources cit-
ed by several media outlets have indi-
cated that not only did Donaghy bet 
on NBA games, not only did he bet on 
NBA games in which he refereed, but 
that he used mob bookies to facilitate 
those bets. The really interesting turn-
ing point will be when and if Donaghy 
decides to turn state’s evidence and 
start pointing fi ngers and naming 
names. A fi asco like this, a fi asco that 
reaches higher than individual play-
ers and into the rank and fi le of those 
individuals guarded with protecting 
the very rules and cornerstones of the 
game, has the very real potential to do 
infi nitely worse damage to the game 
of basketball than anything the World 
Series throwing Chicago Black Sox of 
1919 did to Major League Baseball.

Dogfi ghting
Meanwhile, at the NFL, the new 

sheriff in town, tough-on-scoffl aws 
Commissioner Roger Goodell, who 
managed to send Pacman Jones, Chris 
Henry and Tank Johnson to player 
purgatory for as long as an entire sea-
son without so much as a blink from 

Put On A Happy Face
Seventh Inning Stretch

Continued Page 17
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Karen Rexrode

My vegetable garden 
smells like ripening 
cantaloup. The air is 
hot, the humidity is 

high, it’s been a sizzling summer. 
The vegetables have grown well, 
so well so that I never remember 
to carry a container large enough 
to harvest ripe fruit. Between 
tomatoes, peppers, watermelon, 
cucumbers and corn, it’s been 
fantastic! The tomato ‘Kellogg’s 
Breakfast’ was one of the fi rst 
to produce beautiful, large ripe 
fruit, a golden orange in color. 

This particular tomato takes 80 
days from seed to maturity and 
it’s been well over 100, so its 
perfectly logical to expect fruit. 
If indeed it would have taken 80 
days for me to pick my fi rst ‘Kel-
logg’s Breakfast’ tomato, I would 
have plucked it off the vine on 
June 21st, a great plan but a silly 
notion. Many things determine 
when a plant fl owers and there 
are various conditions that drive 
a plant to that stage of maturity, 
be it with fruit or fl owers. The 
nursery industry has spent im-
measurable amounts of money 
to determine why a plant fl owers 

and how to make it fl ower earlier 
or set fruit more profusely. De-
spite the fact that much has been 
done to perfect the fl owering 
cycle of chrysanthemums and 
poinsettias, much more needs to 
be done to understand the vaga-
ries that drive higher oil content 
in herbs or fl owering cycles in 
new annuals. These studies have 
become highly evolved and so 
utterly fascinating!

You see a plant must fi rst 
pass through a number of mile-
stones to reach sexual (fl ower-
ing) maturity. Between petunias 
that can mature in a matter of 

days to a European Beech that 
takes thirty to forty years, it is 
understood that the longer lived 
a species is, the longer the juve-
nile phase lasts. The maturity of a 
plant can totally determine weth-
er it will fl ower or not and even 
override any other method of 
pushing its sexual maturity. The 
degree of light, the intensity of 
light can also affect maturity. It’s 
believed that adulthood can be 
reached faster with better light, 
a reason why some plants reach 
their maturation before others. 
Sounds logical but often over-
looked. More true with woody 
plants?.. perhaps, but certainly 
true with perennials and annu-
als as well. Furthermore cuttings 
can be taken from adult stock 
and resulting rooted cuttings are 
adults. A perfect example of this 
is Hedera helix or English ivy. It 
takes 5 to 10 years for the adult 
stage, the fl owering and fruiting 
stage. At that point the plant does 
not produce advantageous roots 
along the stem and fl owers form 
which are fertile and produce 
seed. Very often the leaves have 
evolved into something shaped 
quite different from the juvenile 
ones. When propagated from this 
adult via cuttings, the ivy plant 
grows like a small tree, not a 
vine, fl owering and fruiting. This 
is why many of the fl owering an-
nuals are vegetatively propagated 
or grown from cuttings, they are 
more likely to fl ower better.

There is also something 
called day length or photoperi-
odic response. If you have ever 
wondered why your moonvine 
won’t fl ower before Septem-
ber, it’s about day length. Many 
other vines are effected by this, 
examples include hyacinth bean 
(Dolochis lablab) and fi recracker 
vine (Mina lobata). Both of these 
are annuals, easily grown from 
seed, but it’s not about their ma-
turity, rather the length of each 
night. These vines require short 
days to fl ower and wait for the 
long days of summer to shorten. 
Many of the salvias respond to 
this as well as coleus and plumed 
celosia. The bulk of common an-
nuals are actually day neutral, 
fl owering during both short and 
long day lengths. Examples in-
clude impatiens, vinca and bego-
nias.

Heat and cold are yet another 
driving factor, the industry read-
ily splits them up into hot or cool 
crops. My tomato preferred the 
warmest days of spring and early 
summer. The ideal daytime tem-
peratures for tomatoes are in the 

Pastimes
Your Plants On the Clock
The Plant Lady

Adrienne Lewis

Art exists in order to 
express ideas, and 
it does this through 
a specific means - - 

means different from those used 
in other forms of expression.

This means that “good” art 
(painting, drawing, sculpture, 
literature, music, drama) is art 
which is effective at expressing 
its ideas. 

Art can be subtle, complex, 
hard to understand, and difficult 
to explain and art - - well 
“good” art - - excites emotions. 

Whose emotions?  Art critics?  
Experts? Historians?  No, 
you the buyer, observer or 
collector.  

While art can be emotional 
it is not incomprehensible. 
To say so is justification for 
“experts” to impose their 
opinions and judgments. 
In practical terms knowing 
more about how a painting, 
novel, movie, or symphony is 
made (which may constitute 
a decrease in the amount of 
“mystery” surrounding it) 
never diminishes the ability to 
appreciate it. On the contrary, 

the more you know about 
a work you more you can 
appreciate it.

So why does some art 
elicit strong emotional 
response?  Because it’s good. 
(Just kidding!)  Past the initial 
emotional tug, look at the work 
and remember that rational 
analysis and emotion should 
not come at the expense of 
each other.  

I think you’ll find that a 
“good” painting or drawing has 
a strong compositional design; 
intended colors and patterns; 
subject matter that catches 

and holds the attention of the 
viewer since one can’t express 
anything to someone who 
is repelled or disinterested.  
The artist may use a host of 
techniques to advance its 
expressive purpose and may 
manipulate light or make the 
surface smooth, textured etc… 

When the expression 
in a piece of art is weak, 
confusing, unclear, or prone to 
misinterpretation then it is not 
been effective. To me that is 
“bad” art.

What makes art good or bad?
eighties with night temperatures 
between sixty and seventy de-
grees. Yes, it can be too hot to 
set fruit, the fl owers won’t ac-
cept pollen. In fall it quickly be-
comes too cold for the plants to 
produce new fl owers, especially 
when nights drop below fi fty de-
grees. And if it had been eighty 
degrees every day after I set my 
tomato out, I would have picked 
that fi rst fruit in June. On the 
opposite side, spinach and mus-
tard are cool season plants, they 
are also short day fl owering. A 
sowing of either from seed right 
now would be a complete fail-
ure in our climate, they would 
leap from seed to fl ower. Zin-
nias are an example of an annu-
al that likes it hot and they have 
been bred to be day neutral, a 
real boon since the days of short 
day zinnias or those that would 
only fl ower in late summer. We 
like to think that newer is better, 
that the vast amount of research 
truly means a longer season of 
bloom or a larger harvest of 
vegetables. But sometimes it’s 
hard to fool mother nature.

the normally recalcitrant players’ 
union, was just done patting him-
self on the back for a job well done 
when the Michael Vick, Bad Newz 
Kennels, dogfighting quagmire got 
even dirtier, smellier and nastier 
than previously imagined. 

Vick, the Atlanta Falcons star 
quarterback with jitterbug moves 
and a million-watt smile, may very 
well have been involved in not 
only facilitating dogfights and bet-
ting on those fights, but also in the 
quite horrifying murder of animals 
that lost fights, had been too badly 
injured to provide additional rev-
enues or simply had not performed 
to the levels that were expected. 
These methods allegedly included, 
but were not limited to, electrocut-
ing dogs, hanging dogs and slam-
ming them repeatedly to the ground 
until dead.

Dogfighting, like cockfighting, 
bearbaiting and any other sport in 
which two animals attempt to kill 
each other for the “sport” and wa-
gering of human beings, is a despi-
cable undertaking that has no place 
in civilized society. None. The 
fact that more than a few of Vick’s 
peers, Clinton Portis and Emmitt 
Smith among them, have tried to 
rationalize what happened only 
further forces us to ask what kind 
of law and order Roger Goodell is 
really bringing to the table.

If Vick is found guilty of com-
mitting the crimes he has been 
charged with he faces up to six 
years in jail and up to $350,000 in 
fines. In my humble opinion, his 
time might be better served in a 
smaller pen, for a shorter period of 
time, with only when of his four-
legged, trained death-dealers as a 
cellmate. 

We could all place bets on the 
outcome and see how “real” Mr. 
Vick thought he had kept it after-
wards.

Put On A 
Happy Face
From Page 15
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Congratulations to the recent grad-
uates of Middleburg Elementary 
School:  Gregory Aronson, Yaz-
min Corona, Veronica Cortes-

Godoy, Kayla Giuliani, Caroline Greer, 
James Jarvis, Chase Keen, Nathan Lon-
gerbeam, Aaron Mamula, Mairin Rivett, 
Cole Shreiner, and Amber Villagomez.

Awards Ceremony- D.A.R.E. and 
D.A.R. Awards

     Numerous awards were presented 
to Middleburg Elementary School Stu-
dents during the annual awards assembly.   
Fifth grader Mairin Rivett won two of the 
major awards.  Deputy Heydens of the 
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department 
presented her with the D.A.R.E. Essay 
Contest Award, and D.A.R. Representa-
tive, Mrs. Wetmore, presented Mairin with 
the D.A.R. Good Citizenship Award for 
her conduct at school, and in recognition 
of the many service projects she has com-
pleted for her community.

Academic Awards
    Principal Gary Wilkers and fi fth 

grade teacher Miss Roxanne Slater present-
ed the President’s Outstanding Academic 
Achievement Awards to students who had 
consistently maintained high grades and 
test scores throughout their elementary 
school years. Each student received a cer-
tifi cate and a letter from President George 
W. Bush.  Recipients of the award were 
Greg Aronson, Kayla Giuliani, Caroline 
Greer, James Jarvis, Chase Keen, Nathan 
Longerbeam, Aaron Mamula, and Mairin 
Rivett.  Veronica Cortes-Godoy received 
the Educational Improvement Award from 
Miss Slater.

 Physical Fitness Awards
  Fifth Grade National Award Winners 

were Greg Aronson, Veronica Cortes-Go-
doy, Kayla Giuliani, Aaron Mamula, and 

Mairin Rivett; and fourth graders Phoebe 
Bain and Kate Sandberg.   The fi fth grade 
second time Presidential Physical Fitness 
Award was presented to Caroline Greer.  
Running Club awards for most miles run 
for the year went to fi fth graders Greg 
Aronson and Aaron Mamula, and fourth 
grader Jose Ibarra- Mendoza.

Fine Arts Awards
Kayla Giuliani was presented the 

Outstanding Music Student Award, and 
Caroline Greer received the Oustanding 
Art Student Award.

Library Awards
Middleburg Elementary Librarian 

Mrs. Charlene Lane presented the Life-
Long Reader Award to Veronica Cortes-
Godoy and named Amber Villagomez the 
Library Slogan Contest Winner.

Citizenship Awards for 
Kindergarten through Fourth Grades

Each teacher awarded good citizen-
ship awards to two students in the kinder-
garten through the fourth grades. Awards 
were presented to Kindergarteners Mitch-
ell Longerbeam and Amanda McGroddy; 
First Graders Robin Peterson and Noah 
Turner; Second Graders Ryan Basinger 
and Doria Gilberg, Third Graders Yovanni 
Arellano and Autumn Potts; and Fourth 
Graders Eve Gallegos and Cole Smith.

Perfect Attendance Awards: 
Awarded to junior Russell Davidson 
of Warrenton, sophomore Brenton 

Lewis of Warrenton , freshman Anne 
Olimpi of Middleburg,  junior Ryan 
Plummer of Warrenton , and junior Lilly 
Withers of Aldie.

The Visual Art Award, presented to 
graduating senior Brad Bahnson of The 
Plains, is given to an outstanding student 
whose artistic endeavors are the result of 
hard work, dedication, and enthusiasm for 
the creative process. 

The Performing Arts Award, 
presented to graduating senior Julia Falcon 
of Calverton, is  given to a student who 
demonstrates exceptional talent in the fields 
of music or drama and who consistently 
contributed those talents to school 
performances. 

The French Award , presented to 
graduating senior Lyndsey Morgan of 
Kearneysville, WV, is given to the student 
who has obtained excellent grades and 
demonstrates an exceptional understanding 
and ability to communicate in French. 

The Spanish Award, presented to 
junior Lisa Hytner of Delaplane, is given 
to the student who has obtained excellent 
grades and demonstrates an exceptional 
understanding and ability to communicate 
in Spanish. 

The Latin Award, presented to junior 
Erica Eickhoff of Delaplane, is given to 
a student of Latin who has received high 
academic grades and is supportive of the 
ideals of the classics..

The History Award, presented to 
graduating senior Daniel Peacock of 
Manassas, is earned by a student who has 
taken four years of history with at least 
one being an Advanced Placement course, 
and who has exhibited an understanding, 
enthusiasm, and appreciation for the value of 
historical study.

The Excellence of Scholarship in 
Geography Award, presented to graduating 
senior Alex Fraser of Warrenton and Clifton, 
from the National Council of Geographic 
Education is given to an outstanding student 
in Geopolitics. 

The Science Award, presented 
to junior Ross Ladau of Haymarket, is 
given to a student who has taken at least 
four years of science, who demonstrates a 
genuine curiosity for the natural world, and 
challenges himself or herself to explore the 
sciences with the passion and dedication of 
an aspiring scientist. 

The Mathematics Award, presented 
to graduating senior Ryan Sullivan of 
Centreville, is given to the student in AP 
Calculus with the highest final grade point 
average. 

The Creative Writing Award,  
presented to junior Gillian Douple of The 
Plains, is given to a student whose writing 
reflects consistent improvement, honesty, 
sensitivity, originality and depth. 

The Grammarian Award, presented 
to sophomore Iva Ballvora of Leesburg, is 
given to a student who has demonstrated the 
greatest mastery of the Wakefield Grammar 
Summary Outline’s minutiae. 

The Academic Excellence Award, 
presented to junior Dominika Kruszewska 
of Warrenton,  is given to the student with the 
highest pre-exam grade point average.

The following awards are voted on by 
Faculty and/or Coaches::

The Dartmouth Book Award, 
presented to Lilly Withers of Aldie, is given 
to a junior who exhibits academic excellence 
and an enthusiasm for extra-curricular 
activities, and consistently contributes to the 
life of the school.

The Sewanee Book Award, presented 
to Chris McElaney of Centreville, is 
awarded to a junior for excellence in writing 
and with a grade point average of at least a 3.4.  
The recipient has demonstrated leadership in 
the school and community.

The College of William and Mary 
Leadership Award, presented to Lilly 
Withers of Aldie,  is presented to one 
outstanding junior who best exemplifies the 
spirit of Wakefield School—for inspirational 
leadership, outstanding scholarship, and 
unwavering loyalty to the school and 

community.
The Outstanding Senior Thesis 

Awards,  presented to Suzanne Gendreau 
of Warrenton, Nick Lamb of The Plains, 
Jennifer Nicolaisen of Leesburg, and Daniel 
Peacock of Manassas, are given to the seniors 
whose thesis project sought a challenge, made 
a difference in the community, and exhibited 
extraordinary qualities of excellence.

The New Student Award, presented 
to freshman Eric Wilson of Bristow, is given 
to the new student who best understands and 
meets the challenges presented by Wakefield 
School.

The Most Improved Award, 
presented to sophomore Mary Marcum 
of Haymarket, is given to the student who, 
through initiative, persistence, and effort, has 
demonstrated a notable improvement both 
socially and academically during the past 
year.

The Good Manners Award, 
presented to graduating senior Lyndsey 
Morgan of Kearneysville, WV,  is given 
to a student who consistently treats others, 
adults and students alike, with consideration 
and respect.  This student best exhibits the 
Wakefield Courtesies, which were written 
as a guide for Wakefield students and which 
endure as a school tradition.

The Robert F. Roberts,  Jr. 
Citizenship Award, presented to graduating 
senior Julia Falcon of Calverton, is given to 
a student who exemplifies excellent character 
and conduct and works consistently for the 
betterment of the school and community.  
This student provides a positive role model 
for other students by respecting the rights of 
others and participating without concern for 
his or her own personal recognition.

The Sportsmanship Award, presented 
to juniors Ryan Plummer of Warrenton 
and Morgan Vandermast of Waterford, 
honors students who, through their actions 
in the competitive arena of athletics, have 
demonstrated the ideals of sportsmanship, 
including fairness, civility, honesty, 
unselfishness, respect, and responsibility.

The Scholar-Athlete Award, 
presented to juniors Ashley Marchi of The 
Plains and Warrenton, and Ross Ozburn 
of  Marshall, is given to a student who has 
a superior grade-point average, and has 
performed with distinction as a member of 
more than one varsity team.  The student 
must have behaved, both on and off the field, 
in a manner that has brought credit to the 
student, to his or her team, and to Wakefield 
School.

The United States Marine Corps 
Leadership Award, presented to graduating 
senior Lyndsey Morgan of Kearneysville, 
WV, was donated as a perpetual trophy in 
honor of the late General George Barnett, 
Commandant USMC.  This award is 
presented to an outstanding  student who, by 
example, has consistently demonstrated the 
qualities of a leader.

The following two awards are present-
ed to students who have demonstrated ex-
cellence in scholarship and a commitment 
to athletics and extra-curricular activities.  
Their personal integrity and good char-
acter provide models for other Wakefield 
students.

The Barbara Myatt Award, 
presented to graduating senior Jordon 
Ross of Purcellville, was named in honor 
of the school’s first librarian whose personal 
accomplishments and inspirational interest 
in her students’ intellectual, moral, artistic 
and athletic development reflect The Golden 
Mean.

The Arthur J. Zoebelein Award, 
presented to graduating senior Alex Fraser 
of Warrenton and Clifton, was named in 
honor of the World War II veteran and 
Chevalier whose devotion to excellence and 
tireless service to his country, family, and 
fellow man inspired the Wakefield faculty 
and his students.

The Headmaster’s Award, presented 
to graduating senior Julia Petty of Centreville, 
is given to a member of the Upper School 
whose conduct and record at Wakefield are a 
shining example of the school’s philosophy:  
“Seek the challenge; make a difference; live 
an extraordinary life.”

Parents & Progeny
Girl Scouts Making 
SERVE Complex Beautiful

Hannah Preston
Mary Kate Eicher

Two local girl scouts, Han-
nah Preston and Mary Kate 
Eicher have decided to 
landscape the perimeter of 

the SERVE complex.  At the com-
pletion of the project they hope to 
achieve their silver award, the sec-
ond highest award in girl scouting.  
At the onset of the project, the girls 
contacted local business owners for 
donations of plants, soil and paint.  
Lowes of Gainesville and Buckland 
farms proved to be very generous in 
their support of the girls.  Their en-
deavors included cutting down dec-
orative grasses, weeding, planting 
fl owers around the trees, planting 
fl ower boxes near the newly cleaned 

entrance sign and repairing and re-
painting a bench in the garden.   

The fi rst SERVE group was or-
ganized in the homes of concerned 
the citizens.  After the original 
structure was built, it held up to 40 
people. The new structure, which 
was built in June of 2002 can now 
hold 60 people. The center serves 
people in Haymarket, Gainesville, 
parts of Woodbridge and western of 
Prince William County.    In order to 
help SERVE grow they need support 
from local organizations and they 
look to the community for help.  In 
the main structure of SERVE there 
are classrooms.  These classrooms 
are used for life skills training, tran-
sition training, GED training as well 
as bible studies.

2007 Upper School Awards 
Wakefield School

Middleburg Elementary Holds 
Graduation and Awards Ceremony

Creative Youth graduating  

from left to right is Harris Mendel from Loudoun Valley High School, Glynnis Purcell from Loudoun Val-
ley High School, Cate Oliver from Loudoun Valley High School, Lowell Hutcheson from Highland School, 
Rose Tootle from Notre Dame Academy, and Willem Krumich from Clarke County High School. Not pic-
tured is Charlotte Harris from Madeira School.

Creative Youth’s scholarship 
recipient Justin Thomas a rising Senior 

at Fauquier High School.
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Innisbrook Resort and Golf Club in 
Palm Harbor, Florida is the most re-
cent Salamander Hospitality acquisi-
tion. Purchased from Golf Trust Of 

America July 16, the club will receive 
major investments to bring it up to  premier 
property status.

“We’re going to turn Innisbrook 
around,” said Salamander founder Sheila 
Johnson on Fox News.  “We’re going to put 
it back on the map as one of the best golf re-
sorts in the country, if not the world.”

Salamander’s plan for Innisbrook in-
cludes a complete renovation of the 65,000 
square feet of meeting space, major in-
vestment in landscaping, the addition of a 
10,000 square foot, world-class spa and the 
rehabilitation of all four golf courses..  

The $10 million dollar investment 
Salamander plans to invest in  improve-
ments over two years  managers indicate 
will take the property from a diamond in 

the rough to a crown jewel in the Salaman-
der portfolio of premier resorts according 
to local managers.

Salamander Hospitality President 
Prem Devadas confi rmed the fi rm’s goal to 
work closely with Innisbrook’s proud and 
caring staff, many of whom have been with 
the resort for over 20 years.  

“It is  the combination of facilities and 
service enhancements led by Vice Presi-
dent of Operations Chuck Pomerantz that 
will be the basis for Innisbrook’s successful 
turnaround,” Devadas said to the press.

Plans call for Innisbrook to cultivate 
relationships with major sporting events 
and entertainment as well as international 
conventions.

According to Innisbrook’s Director 
of Golf Jay Overton, the planned improve-
ments will be of real value to next year’s 
PGA Tour players as well as to resort guests 
and club members.

Salamander Hospitality Adds 
Historic Golf Resort  to Portfolio

Middleburg, the quaint little town 
nestled in the middle of Virginia’s horse 
country, is cleaning out its closets and 
storage areas and moving into the streets 
on Saturday August 4 for its fi rst annual 
Middleburg Summer Sidewalk Sale. 

In an effort to bring people into town 
to explore shop and eat, the shop owners 
have decided to create a sort of “shopping 
event” with a little fun involved.  Mayor 
Betsy Davis, owner of the Fun Shop, has 
had special sidewalk sales in the past with 
proceeds benefi ting the local fi re station. 
“We thought we would extend an invita-
tion to all the shops to really make it a much 
bigger effort,” said Mayor Davis. 

Known for its unique boutique shop 
offerings, visitors will be able to hunt for 
some wonderful gifts for themselves or 
others while experiencing the small town 
atmosphere as opposed to the big box or 

mall shopping experience. “We wanted to 
create an event that connects all the shops, 
but gives the visitor a reason to explore a 
store they may not have visited before,” 
said Middleburg Business Association 
President Jo Ann Hazard. 

Special offerings include 50% off 
select items from Mystique Jewelers, Sum-
mer Sportswear sale from The Tack Box, 
Felton Jewelers will offer 20% off all Ster-
ling Silver fi ne jewelry, Carol Hartley’s Es-
thetics will have her luxury bath products 
at a 25% discount and 10% a salon service 
to name a few. Shoppers are encouraged to 
come and browse the streets of Middleburg 
for other one of a kind bargains.

The Middleburg Summer Sidewalk 
Sale will be held all day on Saturday, Au-
gust 4 throughout the town, with business 
hours from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm. 

AUGUST BRINGS SALES GALORE IN 
MIDDLEBURG
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4th of July
Independence Day Celebration
Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg VA, July 4, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Willisville Ice Cream Social
Willisville, VA, June 23, 2007
Photos by Cindy Pearson

The Willisville community cel-
ebrated the dedication of their 
new community wastewater 
system with lunch at the Lee 

home and an ice cream social at the Wil-
lisville Methodist Church. Funding for 
this community project came from the 

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors, 
the Housing Trust Fund, Community Ac-
tion Agency, Trinity Church Upperville 
and local residents. The Windy Hill 
Foundation, of Middleburg, was prime 
contractor.
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Faces & Places
An Old Fashioned BBQ
Betsy & Mark Davis, Middleburg, VA, June 5, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Waiting for 
Harry Potter
Books & Crannies
Middleburg, VA, June 5, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Sheila Johnson Newman, Mike George and Betsy DAvis Liza DAvis Nancy Allen and Phil Thomas

Trow & Margaret Littleton and Eileen Hackman Howard & Nancy Allen and Prem Devedas

Helen Wiley,  Ellen Waterman, Mike George, Cindy Pearson and Dick 
Stokes

Liz Whiting, Cindy Pearson, Mike George and Kate Carey
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Faces & Places
Bluemont Concert Series
Middleburg VA, June 30 - July 28 2007
Photos by Cindy Pearson and Dee Dee Hubbard

Many More Photos 
From all Events at 
www.mbecc.com

Order Your Prints Today
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Faces & Places
Twilight Polo at Great Meadow
The Plains VA, July 14, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Brambleton Town Center Grand VIP Reception
at Consolidated Theaters, Brambleton, VA, July 17, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

“The Press and Angelina Jolie”

Lori & Matt Waters “Oprah”

Steve Snow, Herman Stone and Anthony L. Soave

“ Angelina Jolie”, Anthony L. Soave, “Jim Carey”, Herman Stone and 
Steve Schulte

Steve Snow and “Marilyn”
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Things to Do
July 28

DerbyCross, the Next Great 
Horse Sport, Returns to Great 
Meadow - Top International 

Equestrians Compete in Competi-
tion with a Twist

DerbyCross™ (www.derbycross.com), an innovative 
new equestrian sport, combines the speed and accuracy 
of show jumping with the bravery and endurance of cross 
country jumping.  This year’s DerbyCross™ event will be 
held Saturday, July 28, 2007 at Great Meadow, home of 
the famous Virginia Gold Cup, in The Plains, Virginia at 
3:00 p.m. DerbyCross will showcase many of the world’s 
best equestrian talent, in an action packed, high energy, 
spectator-friendly format.  

DerbyCross™ was conceived and developed by ad-
vanced level eventing competitors, Rebecca Howard and 
Sinead Halpin, and Dana Voorhees, an avid amateur com-
petitor and owner of Van Productions (www.vanproduc-
tions.tv), a marketing and media company.  “Here’s how it 
works…,” says Howard, Equestrian Director for The Fork 
Stables, in Norwood, NC.  “The course is a strategically 
designed combination of cross country ‘questions’ such as 
ditches, logs and water, and show jumps.  It will ask the 
horses to be brave over cross country fences and then care-
ful over the show jumps, against the clock.”   Five teams 
will vie for the top prize. Riders will incur four penalty 
points per dropped rail, four per stop at a fence and four 
per fall.  The team with the fastest time and the lowest 
number of  penalty points wins.  

U.S. Olympian and U.S. Equestrian Federation presi-
dent, David O’Connor, who won the gold medal in event-
ing at the Sydney games, a loyal supporter of DerbyCross, 
will once again be the course designer for the July event.

And, there’s a twist. Each team must include one polo 

player.  Competing over course of lower height, it will still 
be a tall order for riders who are used to galloping full 
speed in pursuit of a white ball, not a cross country fence.  
“I’m out to defend the 2006 cup!” says Dominic State, the 
polo player on last year’s winning Team Stonehall, which 
will be back in full again this year (Clark Montgomery, 
Captain; Donna Smith, New Zealand World Cup team 
member, and advanced three-star rider, Lauren Keiffer).  
Says State, “It’s not an easy sport.  We’re taking this pretty 
seriously.”  

This year’s team Captains make up a very impres-
sive roster of the top equestrian athletes in the world:  Jan 
Byyny (USA), Pan Am and World Cup team member; Dar-
ren Chiacchia (USA), 2004 Olympic team member and 
Pan Am Gold Medalist; Leslie Law (UK), 2004 Olympic 
Gold Medalist; Clark Montgomery (USA), advanced four-
star competitor and member of the ’06 DerbyCross win-
ning team and NAYRC Gold Medalist; and Sharon White 
(USA), also a four-star competitor and DerbyCross vet-
eran, one of only two riders who posted a clear round in 
the ’06 event (Donna Smith from Team Stonehall was the 
other). 

The polo players are at the top of their game as well.  
In addition to Dominic State, this year’s players include 
John Gobin (6 goals), Manager of Great Meadow Polo, 
Charlie Muldoon (5 goals), Gonzalo Fuchi  (5 goals), and 
Jonas Larguia (4 goals). 

There will be a select number of tail gate spots avail-
able for $200 to $350 (with tent), a VIP tent, title, pre-
senting, gold, silver and fence sponsorship opportunities.  
General admission/car pass (up to 6 per car; $15) and VIP 
tickets ($60) will also be sold in advance and at the gate.  
The DerbyCross competition will begin at 3:00pm, fol-
lowed by an evening of Polo at Great Meadow, starting 
at 7:00pm.  For more information and ticket sales visit: to 
www.derbycross.com.

SUMMER THUNDER V 

The Western Loudoun Community Volunteers are ready, 
Franklin Park in Purcellville is ready, Bob Steele of WAYZ 
is back and Playboy Automotive editor  Ken Gross is ready 
to go crazy- Car Crazy that is. 

That’s right; Barry Maguiers famed gear head TV show 
Car Crazy will be fi lming this event for a future segment.  

Summer Thunder moved to Franklin Park in 2006 to 
accommodate the huge attraction this cruise-in has become.   
Some 600+ Rodders from over 10 states attended last years 
show which included live entertainment and a car trailer 
raffl e.

“This is our 5th year and the 25th year for C.S. Mon-
roe’s Peanut Sutphin” stated Mary Liz McCauley , the 
events chairperson.  “We expect the turnout to break last 
years record.”

About C.S. Monroe technology Center, the premier ed-
ucational facility in Loudoun County for students who wish 
to learn trade skills with out the need of attending a four 
year college.

August 4
GETTING UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

WITH NATURE’S BEAUTIES 

ANNUAL LOUDOUN COUNTY BUTTERFLY 
COUNT _ Saturday, Aug. 4, 9 a.m.  This summer marks 
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy’s 11th Butterfl y Count. 
Come out and have fun while contributing to butterfl y con-
servation. All skill levels are welcome. Teams will be led 
by experienced butterfl y identifi ers. Visit fi elds, farms, but-
terfl y gardens and woods that span the county from White’s 
Ferry in the east, to the Appalachian Trail and the Blue 
Ridge Center in the west, and from Point of Rocks south to 
Lincoln. The count, modeled after Christmas Bird Counts, 
is sponsored by the North American Butterfl y Association. 
It’s a great chance to get outdoors and spot as many as 50 
species of butterfl ies in a day. Spend a few hours in the 
morning or count all day — your choice. For more informa-
tion and to register visit the butterfl y count page and sign up 
online at www.loudounwildlife.org/Butterfl y_Count.htm or 
contact Nicole Hamilton at 540-882-9638 or nhamilton@
loudounwildlife.org.

August 10
Family Swim Night

Come join us and have some fun at the Middleburg 
Community Center for a night out with your family. Swim-
ming, good food, good conversation and great music with a 
jazzy  D.J. Dinner is included. $5/per person or $20/a fam-
ily. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Please call 
540-687-6375 to register.

August 11
Sweedenburg Winery 

Local author Ellen Crosby will be at Swedenburg Win-
ery signing the 2nd book in a series of wine mysteries.  Mrs. 
Swedenburg who passed on June 9, was a key contributor 
to the series bringing accuracy in winery operations and 
Middleburg history.  Ellen, of course, brought her special 
style into the fi ction mystery fi lled with romance and a mur-
der!  Ellen will be signing “The Chardonnay Charade” from 
1 to 5 p.m.

August 2007
SKY MEADOWS STATE PARK 

PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS

Saturday, August 4

Confederates at Mount Bleak Farm from 10:00 AM to 
5:00 PM Get a glimpse into the daily life of a Confederate 
infantryman at the 8th Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment 
Encampment.  Join the soldiers as they re-enact ceremonies, 
drills, signals, and weapons use.  Enjoy period music and 
children’s games.  All ages welcome.

Sunday, August 5

Confederates at Mount Bleak Farm from 10:00 AM to 
3:00 PM (See August 4)

Sunday, July 8

Wildfl ower Walk from 10:00 to 11:30 AM
Get better acquainted with local wildfl owers and learn about 
some of their uses.  Bring water and wear sturdy shoes.  
Meet at the Bridle Trail parking area.  (2 miles)

Saturday, August 11

Astronomy for Everyone from 8:00 to 11:00 PM
Find out about U.S. space research, take a sky tour, and look 
for deep space objects through large telescopes.  If the sky is 
cloudy, a short program will be presented and the park gates 
will close at 10 p.m.  Bring your children _ hour early for a 
special “Junior Astronomer” activity.

Sunday, August 12

Look for butterfl ies with Mary Alexander and Steve 
Malone of the Washington Area Butterfl y Club.  En-
joy the brilliance and variety of Sky Meadows’ butterfl ies.  
Bring water and wear sturdy shoes.  (2 miles)

Saturday, August 18

Life on the Farm from 1:00 to 4:00 PM
Watch as history comes to life and fi nd out what the Settle 
family might have been doing on their farm in 1860.  This 
month, join our volunteers as they start harvesting the gar-
den and prepare a meal in the log kitchen.

Sunday, August 19

Celtic Music at “Skye Farm” from 2:00 to 4:00 PM
Admire the view and join the Winchester Celtic Circle as 
they practice 16th and 17th century Scottish, Irish, and 
Shetland tunes.

Saturday, August 25

Owls of Virginia from 5:00 to 6:30 PM
Join Kent Knowles from the Raptor Conservancy of Virgin-
ia for a closer look at some of the raptors found in the area.  
Fee $2.00/person, children age 5 and under free (includes 
Owl Prowl).

Owl Prowl from 6:30 to 8:30 PM
Join a park ranger to investigate the diet of owls by dissect-
ing owl pellets.  Then, hike up the Piedmont Overlook Trail 
to search for these nocturnal hunters.

Sunday, August 26

Gone Fishin’ from 9:00 to 11:00 AM.
Spent a relaxing morning with Ranger John at the edge of 
Turner Pond.  Equipment can be provided.  For all ages, 
though those 16 and older must have a Virginia fi shing li-
cense.  Meet at the Turner Pond Parking Area.

Mount Bleak House Tours

The Mount Bleak house was the home of the Settle fam-
ily before and during the Civil War.  On house tours, you’ll 
get a glimpse into the life of this middle class farm family 
around 1860.  The house will be open for guided tours be-
tween 1:00 and 4:00 PM on weekends and holidays.

1012 Edmonds Lane, Delaplane, VA 20144
Phone:  540-592-3556
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I defi nite-
ly keep 
up with 
t r e n d s . 

People might 
call me “cut-
ting edge”, 
“au cou-
rant”, or “in 

the know”. Call it what 
you will, I’m chill. (And 
humble, too!) Right now, 
nothing is more fashion-
able than going green. I’m 
happy about that, but I do 
hope it’s more than just a 
fad. Being green is a per-
manent state of mind, not a 
mental note. So in keeping 
with my concern for what’s 
hip and happening, I’m 
writing about being nicer 
to the planet. Please keep 
in mind, however, that this 
is wisdom for the ages!

The great thing about 
the current love of all 
things green, organic and 
generally planet-friendly, 
is that manufacturers are 
jumping on the bandwagon 
faster than I answer the din-
ner bell. Every time I turn 
around, a new product hits 
the shelves promising that 
those who use it will be 
doing a favor to the earth. 
This is encouraging news! 
But how does it relate to 
the pet world? Believe it or 
not, we’re going green too!

With just a tiny bit of 
extra effort, people and pets 
can share in being environ-
mentally responsible. For 
instance, many dog and cat 
food brands offer certifi ed 
organic ingredients – bet-
ter for us and better for the 
earth. Treats are in on the 
act too, with lots of organ-
ic options on the shelves. 
Some of our toys are going 
green, with organic dyes 
and cottons that don’t harm 
the environment during 
their manufacture. Even 
soft, comfortable beds that 
contain recycled material 
are on the market today. 

One of the most im-
portant planet-friendly pet 
product innovations is the 
biodegradable waste bag. 
For those of you who enjoy 
a regular stroll with your 
pup, the use of plastic bags 
is probably a disagreeable 

but all-too-familiar routine. 
Nothing makes picking up 
our “litter” fun, but using 
biodegradable bags can at 
least make the task seem a 
little nobler!

Speaking of taking a 
stroll, getting cars off the 
road is a terrifi c way to 
contribute to environmen-
tal health. Plus, it’s some-
thing we love to do with 
you. I know many of you 
need to drive a lot, but ev-
ery time you walk instead 
of drive, everyone benefi ts 

(especially if you bring us 
along).

Finally, be very careful 
choosing what treatments 
to put on your lawn. Harsh 
chemicals are dangerous 
for pets and for the envi-
ronment. There are many 
safe options available to-
day, and it’s easier than 
ever to make the switch to 
something better!

So when you’re go-
ing green, thinking planet-
friendly and buying organ-
ic, remember to include us 

in your plans. Me? I’m def-
initely focusing on organic 
food and treats. Now that’s 
something to bark about!

Albert, a Jack Russell 
Terrier, is Chairman of 
the Board of Wylie Wagg, 
a shop for dogs, cats, and 
their people, in Middleburg 
and Fairfax. 

P.S. Many of you have 
asked about Dog Day in 
August. It was with great 
diffi culty that the sponsors 
decided not to hold it this 
year. Despite everyone’s 

best efforts 
with fans, 
tents and wa-
ter, many pets 
(and people) were in severe 
discomfort because of the 
heat. Sometimes there’s 
just no denying that when 
it’s August in Virginia, the 
heat always wins. We may 
consider holding the event 
next year during a cooler 
month. If so, I’ll be sure to 
get the word out!

Albert’s 
Corner
A monthly column 
for people who 
share Their homes 
with four-legged 
friends.

Friends for Life
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camp activity since 2001 when he as-
sisted the program director of Camp 
Glenkirk in Gainesville, Virginia.  Be-
fore he joined Cheryl at Meadowkirk, 
he served as Minister of Youth at 
St. Paul United Methodist Church 
in Atlanta and as Senior Admission 
Advisor at Oxford College at Emory 
University.  A world-traveler, Andy 
recently toured Syria, Lebanon, Jor-
dan, Egypt, Israel and Greece.

Currently, Andy is a certifi ed 
candidate for ordination as Elder in 
the United Methodist Church, and his 
love of his work at Meadowkirk is 
amply evident.

“We are so fortunate to be here 
at the beginning of Meadowkirk,” he 
says.

“I met Cheryl when we were both 
at a camp near Atlanta and we both 
view the camp and retreat programs 
as an important part of our ministry. 

“ In addition to the many summer 
camp options we’ve planned, we will 
offer year-round camp opportunities 
and many additional day activities.  
We hope to create an environmental 
program that will help children and 
adults learn how to protect and sup-
port Goose Creek as an example of 
the important impact individuals can 
have on their surroundings wherever 
they work and live.”

Shy No More
Cheryl Hartman grew up as the 

shy, third child, on her parent’s farm 
outside Atlanta and completed her 
Bachelor of Science at Berry College 
in Rome, Georgia.  

“Suddenly, when my father gave 
me a horse, I gained confi dence and 
authority,” she remembered smil-
ing. I’m using both now every single 
day.”

After majoring in business with 
a special emphasis on management 
and marketing to prepare her to work 
in the family’s construction business, 
Cheryl worked for a few years in the 
real estate side of our business be-
fore returning to school to complete 
her Master of Arts at the Presbyterian 
School of Christian Education.  

“Sometimes I wondered how I 
would ever use all the things I learned 
working in real estate renovation, 
property management and construc-
tion,” she muses.

“Now it’s clear to me that God 
had a very defi nite plan.”

Cheryl was responsible for the 
management of the National Capi-
tal Presbytery’s Glenkirk property in 
Gainsville that offered 85 winterized 
beds and served up to 600 campers 
in the summer. When developments 
crowded them out of Gainsville, she 
helped search for a new site and was 

instrumental in the transition and 
move to the Meadowkirk.

“We chose Delta Farm after we 
had looked at 300+-acre properties 
within a 50-mile radius of Washing-
ton, D.C.,” she explained.  I had lots 
of experience running summer camps 
and elder hostel programs in Atlanta, 
and I directed Christian education in 
Greenville, South Carolina, but this 
is the fi rst time I’ve really used my 
knowledge of renovation and con-
struction to such an extent.”

The gracious, renovated, 1905 
manor house at Meadowkirk is pale 
yellow stucco with forest green shut-
ters.   It is nestled in a grove of hard-
wood trees and dogwoods and pro-
vides guests with eight bedrooms with 
private baths, a large fully equipped 
conference room, meeting space for 
up to 30 participants, a wood paneled 
library and spacious dining room.

“We also have plans for an Inn at 
Meadowkirk,” Cheryl elaborates.  “It 
will offer twenty additional bedrooms 
with private bathrooms and will great-
ly expand our overnight facilities.”

Stargazing
Stargazing is a must at Mead-

owkirk thanks to the gift of The Brin-
ton Observatory in memory of Henry 
Coxxe Brinton, and the stupendous 
skyscape that is suspended over the 

property.  Summer campers who 
choose the Night Owl Camp will fre-
quent the Observatory after they sleep 
in until noon, eat breakfast at lunch-
time, swim, hike and observe animals 
until well after nightfall.

Henry Coxe Brinton was born 
in 1935 and grew up in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania.  In high school he won 
the Philadelphia Area Science Fair 
Gold medal for a device measuring 
the movement of celestial bodies, and, 
around the same time, he build his 
fi rst telescope.  His fi rst view of the 
four moons of Jupiter and the rings of 
Saturn had a profound effect on him, 
and he went on to a degree in phys-
ics, graduate work at the University of 
Maryland and a career at NASA when 
the space race was just beginning.

Brinton was a Presbyterian elder 
and a charter member of Christian 
Community Presbyterian Church in 
Bowie, Maryland.  His wife, Mary 
Loraine Brinton and his sons, Henry 
G. and George Brinton donated the 
observatory to Meadowkirk to ensure 
that young people and adults continue 
to experience the same celestial fasci-
nation he had enjoyed.

Meadowkirk will be open to 
campers, visitors and groups year 
round.  Once summer camp season 
concludes, groups will also be wel-
come to reserve the cabins for meet-

ings and events.
“Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots 

organization has reserved our manor 
house several times since we opened,” 
Cheryl said as she proudly showed 
visitors the Challenge Course. 

‘This rope course is custom de-
signed for both team building and 
individual confi dence challenges.  We 
can customize a day of challenge and 
games to create a truly memorable ex-
perience.”

Late in his life, Thomas Jefferson 
mused that “….tranquility, at my age, 
is the balm of life.”  Meadowkirk, in 
all its bucolic glory, epitomizes tran-
quility and grace. Its pastoral setting 
and the grandeur of its surroundings 
provide the perfect place to re-bal-
ance the human equation and inspire 
the most harried to the cause of the 
greater good.

Middleburg, Loudoun County 
and the Greater Washington D.C. area 
owe a debt of conscience and gratitude 
to the National Capital Presbytery for 
locating such a beautiful and valuable 
place in our neighborhood.

For more information about 
Meadowkirk, please visit www.
meadowkirk.org  or telephone 
540.687.5565.
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