
Daniel Morrow

Starlings, and a discussion of reports of 
surprising and noisy measures taken to 
move large fl ocks of them south, domi-
nated discussion during the regular 

monthly meet-
ing of the 

Middleburg Town Council on Thursday, Sep-
tember 13.

Almost lost in the fl utter was a soft-spoken, 
extraordinary report from Town Administrator 
Jerry Schiro, noting Salamander Hospitality’s 
delivery of checks to the Middleburg treasury 
totaling more than a million dollars covering 
fees and bonding requirements linked to the on-
going development of its property on the north-
ern edge of the Town. 

Schiro also announced that, as part of his 
ongoing efforts to cut costs and rationalize the 
Town’s administrative structure, the County had 
agreed to a one-year trial take-over of the ad-
ministration of the Town’s water and sewer ser-
vices.

“Hysterical Behavior?”
Sally Bolton of The Corner Garden opened 

the “public comments” segment of the month-
ly meeting by expressing her “very deep 

concern” about “fl ocks of birds” that some 
members of our community “fi nd so dis-
turbing.”  

In fact, her concerns were less related 
to the birds than to the measures she feared 
were being taken, offi cially and non-offi -
cially, to move them away from residential 
areas.  (See “letters to the editor”)

Bolton fi rst became alarmed, she 
said, when she noticed neighbors “hast-
ily removing” leaves and crowns from 
three or four century-old maple trees 
during one of the worst droughts in 

Over three hundred people literally walked the 
walk and talked the talk about breast cancer in 
the fi rst Nanette’s Memorial Walk on a beauti-
ful September morning in Middleburg, Virgin-

ia. The walk honors Nanette Hewett White who fought 
breast cancer for ten years before losing the battle, and it 
is organized by the Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund 
created to honor Cheryl Atkins.

When Jim and Sandi Atkins decided to create a 
fund to benefi t breast cancer research to honor Jim’s late 
wife, Cheryl, whose nickname was “Cherry Blossom,” 
they really had no idea how quickly enthusiasm would 
build to support the local initiative.

With the help of Karen Krei, executive director of 
the Piedmont Community Foundation, they set up The 
Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund. When Nanette’s 
daughter,  Lizanne Driskill, and Mary Jo Jackson, who 
has fought breast cancer for nine years were asked to 
help them with fund-raising activities, Lizanne sug-
gested they organize an annual walk to raise money to 
support the initiative.  
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Patricia Barraza Vos

Most of us who attend events at 
Glenwood Park are blissfully 
unaware of all it takes to keep 
the venue as pristine as it is 

and ensure that its events run smoothly. 
It’s enough for us to plan our tailgates and 
enjoy the steeplechase and horse trials un-
der an autumn blue sky.

But we know this doesn’t happen 
without the efforts of good and competent 
people. 

At Glenwood, that work falls into the 
hands of the park’s Board of Trustees, race 
offi cials and eventing staff.

These behind-the-scenes folk all need 
to work together and their good working 
relationships ensure the magic of well-run 
events. 

So it was that the Trustees of Glen-
wood got to know, respect and truly cher-
ish Terrie Hanback who for many years 
was the Race Secretary of the Middleburg 
Fall Races. In light of that affectionate 
remembrance, a group of race committee 
members and park trustees have banded 
together to help raise funds to erect a 
new building at the park and name it in 
memory and honor of Theresa “Terrie” S. 
Hanback. 

Terrie Hanback was a beloved fi xture 
of the Virginia horse world and when she 
died this spring, her loss was felt through-
out the close-knit community. Among the 

many hats she wore over the years (execu-
tive secretary of the Virginia Gold Cup, ac-
tive member of the Virginia Steeplechase 
Association, fi rst female starter of a sanc-
tioned steeplechase race) Terrie Hanback 
was most recently relied upon as secretary 
of the Virginia Fall Races.

For months each autumn Terrie 
worked away in what is amiably known as 
the “Beer Parlor” at Glenwood Park. No 
beer, or any other beverage for that matter, 
has been sold out of this particular facility 
in decades, but it once was and the name 
stuck. The structure, such as it is, now 
barely serves its purpose as an “offi ce” but 
it was here in the slightly dilapidated, ply-
wood-sided, tin-roofed, barely windowed 
structure, that Terrie, by all accounts, hap-
pily fulfi lled her duties as race secretary. 

Victor DuPont had just joined the 
board of trustees last year when he went to 
Glenwood to see about what lay ahead for 
him. While there he saw that someone was 
at the Offi ce and went in to introduce him-
self. According to DuPont,, “It was Terrie 
and she was so nice and so pleasant that 
from then on, if ever I went to Glenwood 
and saw her car there I’d stop in and visit. 
She was just a wonderful person.” 

That is absolutely the consensus view 
on Terrie Hanback.

Now retired, longtime Glenwood 
Park Trustee Chuck Hoovler, who knew 
Terrie from when she was a teenager, is 
not about to disagree. He is more likely 

to expound upon her many virtues (“she 
was so honest, so sincere, so polite, so up-
beat – you never left Terrie Hanback with 
a frown.”) And it was he who somewhat 
jokingly fi rst suggested, to Hanback her-
self in fact, that the Trustees should replace 
the old Beer Parlor with a safer, better lo-
cated structure and name it after her. 

As Hoovler recalls, one day Hanback 
came to work and discovered that her lap-
top had been stolen (securing the Beer 
Parlor was one of its many challenges.) In 
discussing the theft, Hoovler and Hanback 
began to conjure up plans, in a half seri-
ous, half daydreaming manner, to one day 
build a new offi ce. Hoovler’s concern was 
not only that the current structure was a 
danger in and of itself but that its location, 
just about in the middle of an access way, 
also posed a threat to park participants by 
making it diffi cult for emergency vehicles 
to pass.

The two walked about the park dis-
cussing the perfect spot for the new offi ce 
and while doing so found exactly such a 
site, one that went so far as to provide a 
view of nearly the entire race course. At 
this point Hoovler turned to Hanback and 
said, “If ever we build a building here I’d 
name it after you.” And Hanback, Hoovler 
recalls wistfully, laughed. “But that wasn’t 
the name of the tune,” says Hoovler, sug-
gesting that the comment was never meant 
to portend a need for any type of memorial 
to the vibrant person before him.

When Hanback did pass away this 
spring, the notion of replacing the old of-
fi ce with something worthy of memori-
alizing its most beloved occupant came 
up again in Cricket Bedford’s eulogy. 
Bedford, a Virginia Fall Race Committee 
member, pledged to do what she could to 
improve the park’s offi ce in memory of 
her long time friend and Race associate. 

Professional plans have now been 
drawn up and the site decided upon. 

The hope is to start construction after 
the Fall Races and complete the project 
before the Spring Races. 

Everything is in good order short of 
actual funds. One anonymous benefactor 
has already made a generous donation but 
approximately $40,000 more are needed 
to meet their goal. Hoovler, Bedford and 
DuPont all point to the many improve-
ments and upgrades (insulation, ventila-
tion, security and storage, plus a safer 
location) that the new building will pro-
vide its users. As Hoovler points out, the 
Trustees are always working to make the 
Park as user-friendly as possible, and the 
Terrie Hanback Building will go far in this 
regard.

Donations may be made to the Glen-
wood Park Trust (with a notation made that 
it is for the Terrie Hanback Building Fund) 
P.O. Box 467, Middleburg, VA 20118. 
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News of Note
Glenwood Park Plans Terri Hanback Building

Hunt Lyman  
Johnson-Mead

In 1991 and 1992, Stephen C 
Clark  Jr. and Jane Forbes Clark 
gave The Hill School more than 
130 aces of land, providing the 

school with a wealth of new op-
portunities to use the campus as an 
educational resource. Many on the 
faculty, particularly in the Science 
Department, began to tap this poten-
tial through activities and lessons in 
water quality monitoring, tree plant-
ing and identification, outside writ-
ing, and the study of amphibians and 
stream ecology. 

In the fall of 2005, the Board 
of Trustees recognized that steward-
ship and environmental education 
were closely related aspects of the 
school’s central mission, and con-
sequently invited Professor Steven 
Kellert of Yale’s School of For-
estry and Environmental Studies to 
engage in a comprehensive study. 
Over the next year, Professor Kel-
lert made several visits to the Hill 
campus and interviewed many Hill 
School teachers and administrators. 
Professor Kellert wrote in his report 
that:

The Hill School has a historic 
opportunity to exercise environ-
mental leadership consistent with 

its fundamental principles and mis-
sion. The school has consistently 
emphasized education of the whole 
child- physically, emotionally, in-
tellectually, and morally- through 
promoting a strong sense of com-
munity, building character, self-
confidence, optimism, a sense of 
caring and responsibility for others, 
while promoting experiential place-
based education. Hill School’s mis-
sion will be enhanced and enriched 
by expanding its aims to include a 
deliberate emphasis on environmen-
tal stewardship, incorporated into 
the curriculum, facilities, property, 
and ideally the mutual relation of 
all three… In serving its students 
and community, the Hill School can 
become an inspirational model for 
other institutions.

Professor Kellert’s vision is 
shared by Richard Louv, author of 
Last Child in the Woods, which has 
gained attention over the past year. 
This book served as the focus of a 
national symposium on Children and 
Nature held at the National Conser-
vation Training Center last fall and 
was attended by many Hill teachers, 
which resulted in the creation of the 
Children and Nature Network and 
the planning of a national forum on 
the topic presently chaired by gover-
nors of four states.  Hill School Aca-

demic Dean Hunt Lyman participates 
on the Education Panel, which is in 
the process of reviewing educational 
projects to recommend funding from 
a $20 million endowment.

At Hill, teachers also worked 
intensively on the curriculum this 
summer. Hill received a $50,000 
foundation grant for the purpose of 
infusing place-based education into 
the curriculum across all disciplines 
and grade levels. This summer, sci-
ence teachers from other Washington 
areas schools worked with Hill sci-
ence teachers to develop curriculum 
materials, to plan projects involving 
students in habitat enhancement and 
restoration, and to link the educa-
tional curriculum to landscape de-
sign and school operations. A variety 
of projects were created with topics 
such as conservation, studying birds 
in their habitats, recycling, invasive 
and indigenous plants, and learning 
about local agricultural practices. 
Interestingly, both lower and upper 
school teachers were excited about 
teaching their subjects outside the 
classroom, cultivating gardens, and 
observing the life cycle of plant

Students also caught wind of 
the new possibilities on campus and 
moved forward in their own ways to 
improve their surroundings and dis-
cuss current environmental topics. 

Last spring, a new student group, 
The Tree Huggers, emerged out of 
a teen forum focused on alternative 
energy use and conservation. Invig-
orated by a brainstorming session 
held that evening, students began to 
reflect on ways to make a difference 
in the community. Upper school stu-
dents met weekly, and lively debates 
about various topics became quite 
common. Meeting topics ranged 
from energy consumption at Hill 
and at home, to compact fluorescent 
bulbs and recycling. 

Waste conservation and recy-
cling are hot topics at Hill these 
days. New recycling bins have been 
sprinkled all over campus. The cur-
rent recycling collection program, 
which has been in existence for over 
thirty years at Hill, will now in-
clude having students and teachers 
take the recycling to a local center 
in Middleburg. This fall, with the 
help of the Trex Company in Win-
chester, which uses recycled plastic 
to make decks, benches, and fences, 
the entire school will participate in 
a plastic bags recycling program, 
with the overall goal being to reduce 
the amount of bags that end up in 
landfills. In an effort to reduce the 
amount of trash generated at Hill on 
a daily basis, students have been en-
couraged to pack trashless lunches. 

Each day 
after lunch, 
6th- 8th stu-
dents weigh the trash to gain a pic-
ture of how much trash we create 
each day. 

Leadership, responsibility, and 
community work are essential and 
typical at Hill, and through their par-
ticipation in projects like these that 
our students learn the importance of 
being a steward in the community.

Hill School has always empha-
sized the importance of environ-
mental awareness and ecological 
literacy; children will only take care 
of places they have been given an 
opportunity to know and love.  The 
school’s curricular units and field 
trips have long encouraged children 
to learn about the natural world and 
assume responsibility for its stew-
ardship.

Now a national dialogue is fo-
cusing on the importance of con-
necting students to nature, and 
Hill’s location and philosophy put 
the school in a position to serve as 
educational leaders. The central 
mission, though, remains the same; 
to engage children with challenging 
and thoughtful material and experi-
ences designed to help them become 
responsible adults.

It’s Easy Being GREEN at Hill School
Go Green Middleburg
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News of Note

Middleburg Players Make Donation
in Tribute to Fred Spencer 

The Middleburg Players re-
cently surprised the direc-
tors of the Piedmont Com-
munity Foundation (PCF) 

with a $1,000 donation to be added 
to the Frederick L. Spencer, Jr. Me-
morial Fund, an endowment fund 
established in June. 

This latest donation to the 
Fund was the result of a success-
ful theatrical production of “It Was 
Mostly Fun” based on the life and 
times of local legend Doc Saffer, 
and how he and his pals grew up in 
Middleburg. 

 Saffer said, “Fred had a lot 
to do with the play.  He wrote the 
lyrics” at the request of Jean Gold 
who was the moving force behind 
getting the Saffer story into print 
and play format.  

Bunny Shick, representing 

the local performance group, sent 
along a note with the donation; 
“Middleburg Players are thrilled 
that “It Was Mostly Fun” did so 
well we can contribute to PCF in 
Fred’s name.  Hope to have the op-
portunity again”.  Ms. Shick said 
that Molly Spencer, Fred’s widow, 
knew about the gift and was so 
pleased that Fred would be honored 
in this manner by the performance 
group which was near and dear to 
his heart.  Fred was an active mem-
ber of the Middleburg Players be-
fore his life was taken in an auto-
mobile accident in April.

The fund will make annu-
al grants available to nonprofit 
groups representing the arts, music 
and drama.  First grant applications 
will be accepted in the fourth quar-
ter of 2008.  Those wishing to make 

their own remembrance for Fred 
through the community foundation 
may send their memorial gift to:  
PCF, P.O. Box 402, Middleburg, 
VA 20118.

Construction should take about 
one year. Occupancy is expected 
some time during the summer of 
2008. The Windy Hill property 
management company has begun 
accepting names for the waiting list. 
Those who wish to apply should 
call 540-687-3402. As with all lo-
cally-supported Windy Hill Foun-
dation properties, priority on the 
waiting list will be given to those 
who already live or work within 10 
miles of Middleburg or Upperville. 
Long-time residents of the area who 
are currently living away but might 
wish to return home are given the 
same consideration. 

The Loudoun Hospital La-
dies Board is celebrating 
its 95th anniversary this 
year and,  as part of the 

celebration, the Ladies Board has 
created an exhibit honoring Edith 
Eustis, who was the first president 
of the first Ladies Board.  She was 
also largely instrumental in the 
preservation of Oatlands.  The ex-
hibit will be on display in Oatlands’ 
Carriage House from September, 
10 through November 2.

In 1912, a group of doctors 
realized the need for a hospital in 
Loudoun County but were reluc-

tant to move forward on a plan to 
build until they had the full sup-
port of the women in the commu-
nity that would ensure a reliable 
source of volunteers.  On June 25, 
1912, women representing all of 
the churches of Leesburg and each 
of the surrounding towns and vil-
lages met and formed the first La-
dies Board of Managers, consisting 
of 40 members.  Eustis was elected 
president. 

Eustis’ support continued 
throughout the years and included 
financial support.  Her daughters, 
Margaret Eustis Finley and Anne 

Eustis Emmet, followed in her 
footsteps by serving on the Ladies 
Board.

The first Ladies Board began 
with a “donation day,” inviting all 
community residents to come and 
take a look at the new hospital.  
They were encouraged to bring a 
contribution—a needed item, gro-
ceries or financial donation.

Edith Eustis is also cred-
ited with bringing life back to 
Oatlands.  In 1903, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Corcoran Eustis pur-
chased Oatlands as their country 
home.  Edith noticed that the gar-

Oatlands Exhibit Honors Edith Eustis
As Hospital Ladies Board Celebrates 95th

den was in major disrepair and she 
worked for many years restoring 
it.  Many of her plantings, includ-
ing the boxwood lined parterres are 
still prominent and beautiful focal 
points of the Oatlands garden.

The couple also modernized 
the house where they hosted many 
of Washington’s elite.  One of their 
many prestigious and frequent 
guests was their friend, Franklin 
Roosevelt.

  After Edith’s death in 
1964, her children gave the house, 

its furnishings and 261 acres to the 
National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation.

The Loudoun Hospital Ladies 
Board continues to look after the 
well-being of patients and to help 
supply needed equipment and 
comfort items through the sale of 
donations from the community to 
the “Twice as Nice Thrift Store” 
and the “Annual Rummage Sale”  
For more information, visit www.
ladiesboard.org.

Dr Margaret New

Beijing is under con-
struction for the 2008 
Olympic games. One 
cannot help but notice 

the frenzy of projects, bamboo 
scaffolding, new highly fertilized 
landscaping and mighty cranes 
dotting the skyline.  

The impression is persistent 
- this city has a mission, a pur-
pose and they are going to meet 
their deadline.  The Chinese gov-
ernment has pledged to spend the 
equivalent of 20 billion USD to 
build sports complexes as well as 
refurbishing the city’s infrastruc-
ture. 

With round-the-clock con-
struction workers (an estimat-
ed three million pair of  hands 
brought in from the countryside) 
offi cials are planning to renew 
this 3,000 year-old city to refl ect 
the theme: “New Beijing, Great 
Olympics.”

Leaving the airport, my Na-
tional Guide, Qi, points out the 
subway construction, an exten-
sion to the airport and new 20-
foot willow and poplar trees that 
have been planted to grace the 
Boulevard gateway into the city. 

With great pride he points 
out that Beijing is a city of cranes 
– the yellow steel structures that 
is- and looking out the car win-
dow in the late afternoon haze, I 
can see cranes at work in every 
direction. Reportedly 50% of the 
world’s cranes are in China and 

if they are not in Beijing they 
are building the infrastructure of 
Shanghai to be the next dominate 
fi nancial center in Asia.

One need not ask if the con-
struction be done in time for the 
anticipated crowds and Olym-
pic games in 2008.  It will be 
ready. After all, you have almost 
355 days and nights, three mil-
lion workers who are willing to 
work around the clock, no unions 
protesting human rights, and a 
Chinese people very anxious to 
please the world with their best 
face. This is certainly a winning 
combination.

Aside from the noise and dust 
of construction, the traffi c never 
stops. There are always cars, bus-
es or trucks on the street. And, of 
course, bicycles too.  Fewer mo-
torbikes than in Hanoi, fewer bi-
cycles than my visit in December 
2001 and many more cars. 

Must be a sign of a good 
economy that workers can now 
afford to drive instead of depend-
ing upon their foot power. Being 
a woman who loves cars, small 
ones with some distinction, I not-
ed that I never saw a two-person 
car in China. 

The small cars were four-
person “boxes” and government 
offi cials preferred Black Audi 
A8 or large BMW sedans. Taxis 
were very, very cheap and read-
ily available at every Western ho-
tel.  Drivers have not discovered 
how to use their car horn or they 
are just too polite to honk at each 

Continued Page 12

Letter from Beijing
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News of Note

Daniel Morrow

In Loudoun County Circuit Court on 
Friday, September 21, a substitute 
Judge, John F. Daffron, from Ches-
terfi eld County, heard arguments and 

handed down a series of rulings gener-
ally favoring Mark Tate’s defense against 
charges of election fraud and perjury, ini-
tially raised by supporters of his Republi-
can Primary opponent, Warrenton lawyer 
Jill Holtzman Vogel.

Tate, an outspoken Republican con-
servative and former Middleburg vice 
mayor, was defeated by less than 100 votes 
in his 2003 primary run against moderate 
Russ Potts.   

He was indicted on the eve of the 2007 
primary election, and lost to Holtzman Vo-
gel by a signifi cantly larger margin.

Tate’s Defense Attorney May Con-
tinue to Serve

Arguably, Friday’s most important 
ruling simply allowed Tate to keep his de-
fense attorney, Edward B. MacMahon, Jr., 
of Middleburg.

Special Prosecutor Britton had moved 
to have MacMahon removed from the case 
on the grounds that, as a Tate supporter in 
2003, MacMahon could be called as a po-
tential witness.

MacMahon, in response, fi led a 
lengthy sworn affi davit, attesting to his po-
litical and professional dealings with Tate.

On Friday, Judge Daffron fl atly de-
nied the Commonwealth’s motion to re-
move MacMahon, echoing an earlier deci-
sion issued “without prejudice” by Judge 
Charles H. Duff,

Commonwealth Must
Clarify Charges

Judge Daffron also ruled on Friday 
that the Commonwealth’s detailed state-
ment of the charges and evidence against 
Tate, the “bill of particulars” ordered to be 
produced in July of this year, was inad-
equate.

Tate’s attorney argued that the Com-
monwealth had responded to the Court’s 
order to produce a concise statement of 
charges and evidence by delivering an 
undifferentiated phonebook,” a mountain 
of paper, including copies of documents, 
reports, checks and bank statements, with 
no indication whatsoever of which ones 
were relevant to the case, which were not, 
or how any of them related to the charges 
against Tate.

Judge Daffron, noting that it was well 
that he could approach the case from an 

“out of town” perspective, said that he’d 
read and reviewed the Commonwealth’s 
“bill” on Tuesday, before the Friday hear-
ing; that he’d done so again on Wednesday; 
and again on Thursday; and that he still 
couldn’t tell what Tate was charged with.

Noting MacMahon’s observation 
that his client was due to stand trial in 
eight weeks, Daffron denied motions to 
quash nine of the eleven indictment against 
Tate, but ordered Special Prosecutor Brit-
ton to produce “a more particular bill of 
particulars” by Tuesday, September 25, in 
anticipation of yet another hearing on pre-
trial motions related to the clarifi ed indict-
ments.

A defendant has a right to know the 
charges against him and the evidence sup-
porting those charges, Daffron noted.  The 
Commonwealth, he said, should provide 
a “bill” that is simple statement, written in 
declarative sentences, he said.

Special Prosecutor Britton promised 
to meet Judge Daffron’s Tuesday deadline.

Investigator’s Notes
A consequence of a 1963 Supreme 

Court decision, usually referred to as the 
“Brady Rule,” requires that  prosecu-
tors provide defendants  with any and all 
evidence that could either help prove they 
were innocent,  or show that the witnesses 
against them were prejudiced, had confl icts 
of interest, or even criminal records. . 

Judge Daffron denied a defense mo-
tion on Friday that would have required the 
Commonwealth to deliver the complete 
text of notes taken by the Commonwealth’s 
investigator during the course of his inves-
tigation of Mark Tate.

Noting the Commonwealth’s argu-
ment that making the complete text of such 
notes public might well be illegal, Daffron 
nevertheless ordered Special Prosecutor 
Britton to review the notes carefully, with 
a keen eye for any “Brady” material they 
might contain, and turn them over if ap-
propriate.

In response to MacMahon’s obser-
vation that it would be diffi cult to know if 
the notes contained “Brady” material if he 
were not allowed to see them, Judge Daf-
fron observed that the trial judge in the case 
could allow review of the material, and 
hear motions related to them, “in camera,” 
in the judge’s chambers, out of sight of 
the jury.  Any exculpatory evidence found 
would, necessarily, be made available to 
the defense.

“An Obscene Abuse of Power”
In making his case for issuing a 

subpoena, compelling testimony from 
Commonwealth’s Attorney James Plow-
man prior to the Tate trial, Ed MacMahon 
noted pointedly:  1) that the Virginian State 
Board of Elections had never charged 
anyone with perjury or election fraud for 
reporting errors like those with which his 
client is charged, and 2) that Plowman, as 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, was guilty of 
an “obscene abuse of power” in the actions 
he took against Mark Tate.

Citing former Leesburg Today re-
porter Charlie Jackson’s sworn statement 
about his “off-the-record” conversations 
with Plowman, MacMahon reiterated what 
he believed to be clear evidence of Plow-
man’s efforts to plant negative news stories 
about Tate, and his “reading” to Jackson 
from “Tate’s bank records” well before he 
recused himself from the case.  

Comments from bloggers on the 
web, according to MacMahon, also seem 
to indicate that Jackson was not the only 
“reporter” with whom Plowman was 
“shopping stories.”

Plowman’s motives, MacMahon 
noted, are clearly relevant to the Tate case, 
as is what MacMahon termed “abuse of 
subpoena power . . . for political ends.”

MacMahon also claimed to have wit-
nesses willing to testify that Plowman had 
improperly and illegally sat through Grand 
Jury sessions in the Tate case.

Special Prosecutor Britten argued that 
Plowman’s testimony would be peripheral 
to the case against Tate, even if MacMa-
hon’s charges were true.

Plowman as a Witness?  Not Yet.
Judge Daffron ruled narrowly on the 

Plowman subpoena, and “without preju-
dice.” 

Noting that Commonwealth’s At-
torneys are given “great latitude” in their 
choice of cases, Daffron reminded those 
present that Commonwealth’s Attorneys 
are elected offi cials, and that citizens al-
ways have the recourse of  “the ballot box” 
in cases in which they believe power is be-
ing abused.

Indeed, Daffron noted, that throughout 
the history of the State, Commonwealth’s 
Attorneys have been political creatures, 
usually among the most important political 
leaders in the communities they serve.

Citing what he termed the “Chanti-
cleer Principle” (a crowing cock does not 
make the sun rise) Daffron noted that, on 
the basis of the evidence before him, some 
of it, at best, “ambiguous,”  he had no 
grounds to issue an immediate subpoena 

Judge’s Rulings Favor Tate Defense

About 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
August 18, the 4” fi re water 
main broke under the utility 
room fl oor at Llewellyn Vil-

lage Apartments. The water was under 
such pressure that it buckled and broke 
the 5” thick concrete fl oor of the utility 
room. This movement then broke the 2” 
domestic water main into the same area. 
The utility room fi lled with water up to a 
level of about 4’. Water from the gush-
ing mains also ran out under the building 
footings. Aegis Security, which moni-
tors the fi re suppression system, took the 
alarm signal from the property and im-
mediately notifi ed authorities. 
Excellent Response from Authorities

Chief Webber, the Middleburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department, and Gary Garrett 
from the Middleburg Water Department 
all arrived at the scene immediately. The 
Fire Department forced open the door of 
the utility room to allow water to drain 
out. Seeing that the water had reached a 
level close to a bank of electric meters, 
the Fire Department shut off the electric-
ity to the building. The Fire Department 
also evacuated the building until the ex-
tent of damage and the risk to tenants 
could be assessed. This evacuation was 
done with excellent effi ciency and com-
passion by the Fire Department. 

Gary Garrett from the Town Wa-
ter Department fi rst turned off the main 
water valves to the entire neighborhood 
and then found and turned off both water 
lines to the building.

Based on the lack of a fi re sup-
pression system, the possibility of a 
damaged electrical system, and the pos-
sibility of structural damage to the build-
ing footings, the County Fire Marshal 
condemned the building—not allowing 
any further occupancy until he judged 
the building to be safe. The Fire Depart-
ment called for assistance from the Red 
Cross. 

The Red Cross Disaster Team ar-
rived within an hour and provided water 
and snacks to the remaining tenants who 
had not gone to stay with friends or rela-
tives. After a brief time to organize trans-
portation, the Red Cross took a “convoy” 
of cars with seven families needing shel-
ter, to their offi ces in Leesburg where the 
group was processed and then moved 
to rooms at the Best Western motel in 
Leesburg. The Red Cross paid for the 
rooms and provided each family with 
a $50 money card for expenses. The 
Windy Hill Foundation has reimbursed 
the Red Cross for these expenses.

Lisa Williams, resident Loudoun 
County Family Services Coordinator at 
Llewellyn Village Apartments, called on 
all of these families while there were in 
Leesburg to make sure that they were be-
ing adequately cared for. 

At the request of Steve Webber, 
who was concerned for the safety and 
security of the empty building, a 24-hour 
“fi re watch” was instituted. With excel-
lent cooperation from the Middleburg 
Volunteer Fire Department, the Founda-
tion hired off-duty fi remen to provide 
this fi re watch. Chief Webber provided 
a police cruiser that was parked at the 
entrance to the parking lot to discourage 
any unwanted entry and the Middleburg 
Police made regular visits throughout the 
night to support this fi re watch. 

Starting Repairs
With help from the Windy Hill De-

velopment Company, a qualifi ed struc-
tural/geo-technical engineer was on site 
by 4:30 PM Saturday afternoon. After 
determining that there did not appear to 
be structural damage to the building, the 
Fire Marshal was notifi ed and he allowed 
repairs on the building to begin. 

By 5 PM, Joey Snider, of Snyder 
Plumbing, provided two plumbers who, 
with a jackhammer, began removing 
concrete from the utility room fl oor to 
expose the damage plumbing so that 
repairs could begin. The Snyder team 
worked long into Saturday night and be-
gan work again early on Sunday. 

Cause of the Failure
The exact cause of this accident re-

mains unclear. All of the original plumb-
ing in question meets Loudoun County 
Building Code, was inspected and ap-
proved by the County Plumbing Inspec-
tor and was inspected and approved by 
the County Fire Marshal at the time of 
construction of Llewellyn Village Apart-
ments in 1995. This plumbing has per-
formed properly for roughly 12 years. 

From the damage done to the utility 
room fl oor, it is clear that there is great 
pressure in the two lines under the util-
ity room fl oor. Llewellyn Village Apart-
ments sits at the bottom of a small hill 
and on that hill sits one of the Town’s 
water towers. In this situation, the pipes 
coming into the apartment building ex-
perience some of the highest water pres-
sure in town. 

In short, any one or more of four 
causes could have contributed to this ac-
cident: joint failure, pipe failure, abnor-
mally high constant pressure, or instan-
taneous water hammer.

A Busy Monday
While the engineering team and 

plumbers were busy redesigning the sys-
tem Monday morning, George Lengauer, 
head of the Foundation’s Family Devel-
opment Committee, went to the County 
building to secure the necessary build-
ing permits for the repairs. With special 
assistance from all concerned, George 
walked through the entire County per-
mitting process in under two hours. 

Superb Community Response 
to Water Main Break 

for testimony from Plowman.
On the other hand, Daffron noted that, 

given the circumstances of the case, Tate’s 
attorney would have been “remiss” had he 
NOT raised the issue of impropriety on the 
part of Plowman.

Daffron’s “without prejudice” ruling 
thus left open the possibility of compelling 
testimony from Plowman at a later date.  

Indeed, Judge Daffron concluded his 
remarks on the motion by noting pointedly 
that questions about Plowman’s behavior 
and handling of grand jury testimony could 
well be raised before the Trial Judge, or 
with the Virginia State Bar. 

Tate’s trial in Loudoun County Cir-
cuit Court is currently scheduled to begin at 
9:00 AM sharp on November 26, well after 
the November elections.

Loudoun Interfaith Relief cel-
ebrated its’ 15th Anniversary 
on Friday, September 14th at 
Oatlands Plantation. 

LIR is a non-profi t food pantry 
that distributes emergency food sup-
plies to families in need that live in 
Loudoun County.

The volunteers that have kept the 
doors open at LIR were honored by the 
current Board of Directors.  These vol-
unteers included past Members of the 
Board, Founding Members and all the 
countless others that volunteer to pack 
food orders, drive or stock food. 

Two very special volunteers were 
recognized by Board President, Bud 
Elliott:  Margaret Middleton and Ede 
Matthews, both of whom have volun-

teered at LIR for 15 consecutive years. 
Today, more than 3,000 volunteers 

work each month to make sure no one 
in our community goes hungry.

When LIR opened its’ doors in 
1991, 180 families were served emer-
gency food supplies each month.  To-
day over 850 families are helped each 
month. Last fi scal year, food to prepare 
over 300,000 healthy, well-balanced 
meals was provided to needy members 
of our community.

We would also like to extend 
thanks to  LIR’s Top 15 donors:

 AH&T Insurance Company, 
Community Services Block Grant,

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Strange,
Harris Teeter, Inc.,
Johnson Promotions & Events,

Leesburg Rotary Resolution 
Race,

Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Snyder,
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin C. Potts,
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Adams,                                   
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Karl,
The Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer  

Foundation,
The Town of Leesburg,
United Way of the National Capi-

tal Area,
Verizon Foundation, and
Wegmans Food Markets.
 Every day, Giant Food Stores 

generously donates perishable food 
supplies to LIR.  We would also like to 
express our appreciation for their tre-
mendous contribution to help the hun-
gry in Loudoun County.

Loudoun Interfaith Relief Celebrates 15 Years

Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries 
will host their Third Annual 
Masters Show October 12 to 
October 14, 2007 bringing 

museum quality art to Middleburg. 
The show will focus on impression-
ism and special guests Emmanuel 
and Alexandre Renoir, great-grand-
sons of Pierre Auguste Renoir who 
will be in attendance. 

Emmanuel, a world-renowned 
art curator and lecturer, will dis-
cuss the works of the impressionist 
masters including his ancestor and 
contemporaries. Alexandre, the fi rst 
Renoir since his great-grandfather to 
paint full time, is an accomplished 
artist working in oil, and will lec-
ture on his original lithographs done 
from his great-grandfather’s most 
famous painting, “Luncheon of the 
Boating Party.” 

The gallery will display original 
works of art by the Renoir’s (Pierre 
Auguste and Alexandre) the Pissar-
ro’s (Paulemile, Georges Manzana, 
H. Claude and Katja), the Leroux’s 
(Claude and Armand-Henri), Jules 
Cheret, Eugene Galien-Laloue,  

Francois Gall, Frances Orval, 
Jean-Francois Raffaelli, Jean Vollet 
and others. 

The Town of Middleburg will 
offer many related events and spe-
cial showings and throughout the 
day. Over 40 businesses throughout 
the Village will extend store hours 
until 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 
13th and several will host artists for 
an evening “art walk” throughout 
town.

Planned Events
1:30 -  2:30  Cooking Dem-

onstration – Market Salamander
3:00 – 4:00  Lecture on “Lun-

cheon of the Boating Party” by Al-
exandre Renoir

City Council Chambers
4:00 – 5:00 Wine Tasting 

Boxwood Vineyards Tasting Room 
– Washington Street

5:00 – 8:00  Art Walk and 
Late Night Shopping.

In addition to the Master’s 
Show, the art walk will feature Mark 
Dassoulas and Alexia Scott (at the 
Byrne Gallery), Mark Lovett, Gary 
Bowers, Judith Judy, Robert Heier, 
Karen Hassinger, Kathy Dutton and 
others.   

For more information, please 
visit www.middleburgonline.com. 

Impressionist Masters in Middleburg

Continued Page 35
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News of Note

When Mary Schwab’s 
much-loved and 
greatly admired cat, 
Bugsby, was found 

in Upperville, a cheer went up, lost 
posters came down and a $1,000 
reward was sent to needy 
children courtesy of a fi ne, 
upstanding Wakefi eld fi rst 
grader.

Although it took weeks 
and many heart-breaking 
search parties before the 
25-pound kitty was safely 
at home, his return was the 
perfect conclusion to the 
welcome Stoneleigh Farm 
had given three champion-
ship riders.

“The day before we 
found Bugsby, Tracy  We 
in berg had won the High 
Amateur Classic, Joe Fargis 
had won the Grand Prix and  
Juan Carlos Guardino won a 
2007 Mercedes in the raffl e 
Beacon Hill. We all agreed 
that if we could only fi nd Bugsby, it 
would have been a perfect day,” re-
membered Mary Schwab.

The lesson learned from the 
frightening experience is simple.  

“People were so kind to us.  I 
now realize how truly caring people 
are,” Mary said.  “We posted reward 
fl yers all over two counties, and my 
trainer even asked his pizza shop to 

put them in the pizza boxes.  The re-
sponse was amazing.  People called 
me from everywhere to say how sor-
ry they were, that they were on the 
lookout for Bugsy and how much 
they empathized with us.”

The kitty in question, a white 
short hair with elegant gray patches 
and distinguished black stripes, was 
rescued from Middleburg Humane 
when he was about seven months 
old.  A substantial fellow in many 
ways, he had become a highly val-
ued member of the family and the 
search for him was a true community 
effort.

“He had already had a diffi cult 
life,” explained Mary.  “He had prob-
ably been thrown from a car as a kit-
ten because he had just recuperated 
from a broken pelvis when I brought 
him home.  Today, he’s happy and 

bright, but he does have a very 
bad habit of getting in cars.”

 Although one may never 
be certain, that may be how 
Bugsby traveled to Upperville, 
where he was found.

What is absolutely 
known, is that the young man 
who found and cared for him 
until his parents realized there 
was a county-wide search un-
derway, refused the $1,000 
reward asking only that the 
money go to help needy chil-
dren.

“When I told his parents 
there was a reward, they said 
they were teaching him that 
one doesn’t expect rewards 
for doing the right thing.  I 
wrote and sent the check right 

away,” Mary concluded.
Successful parenting is, as ev-

eryone knows, its own reward.
Today, two new signs have 

been posted at Stoneleigh Farm:  As 
you enter, you pass a sign that says:  
“Cats Will Stow Away in Vehicles!”  

As you depart, another sign 
gently reminds, “Did You Check for 
Cats?”

Bugsby Returns from Walkabout
to Purrfect Welcome at Stoneleigh Farm
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News of Note

Representatives for Virginians 
for Sensible Energy Policies 
(VSEP) attended a meeting 
with Virginia Delegate  Joe 

T. May (R-33rd District) to learn more 
on May’s fi ndings about under ground-
ing high voltage transmission lines in 
Europe.  This past July, May toured 
regions of France and Denmark where 
he met with electrical engineers to learn 
about technology that makes under-
grounding high voltage electric lines 
effi cient and cost-effective.  

 May was joined on the tour by 
two Dominion Power representatives 
including the chief engineer.

 “It was really incredible,” May 
stated, “in Denmark, they just dig the 
trenches and lay the high voltage cable.  

There are no concrete encasings.”  In 
Virginia, Dominion Power has stated 
that they could not consider placing 
power lines underground due to the 
expense and logistics of having to use 
large, concrete encasements.  In Eu-
rope, the trenches were approximately 
fi ve feet deep and the cable was simply 
dropped in.

 Photographs show horses in Den-
mark quietly grazing in pastures where 
unseen high voltage transmission lines 
run underground.   With underground 
transmission lines, the lines are pro-
tected from the ailments limiting the 
costly repairs required from ice and 
windstorms.  Also, with underground 
lines, alternative lines can be laid side-
by-side and can be switched over if a 

line fails or has a disruption.
May explained that the cost of the 

400-kv lines is approximately $4 mil-
lion per mile.  “This is a reasonable cost 
when you take into account the prop-
erty damage that above ground lines 
incur,” May said referring to the often 
uncompensated decline in property 
values for properties in the path of the 
lines as well as those near to the lines. 

“Many people fail to take into ac-
count the signifi cant impact that high 
voltage above-ground lines have on 
property values and the local econo-
my,” explains Matt Sheedy, president 
of VSEP.  “Small businesses, tourism, 
agricultural, residential and commer-
cial property owners are all impacted 
by over head lines.  Those numbers can 

easily add up to hundreds of millions of 
dollars.”

In Fauquier, Rappahannock, 
Clarke and Prince William counties, 
Dominion is threatening to build a 68-
mile, 15-story, 500-kv transmission 
line.  The regional transmission orga-
nization, PJM Interconnector, initially 
reported that the line was not needed in 
Virginia.  It remains, however, a lucra-
tive measure for Dominion.  They can 
capitalize on power lines that transport 
electricity from coal-fi red plants in the 
Midwest up the East Coast as they are 
fi nancially incentivized to build lines no 
matter what the need or consequences.

“How can a major corporation 
threaten to permanently scar land and 
take private property and not have to 

fully account to anyone in the impacted 
areas?” Sheedy questions.  Dominion 
executive John Smatlak recently dis-
missed the proposed power line align-
ment by stating, “The areas are already 
damaged somewhat.” 

“If they have to put this through, 
they should at least consider the options 
and look at the consequences,” states 
Sheedy.  “Dominion has been nothing 
short of resistant to all alternatives and 
suggestions, including conservation 
practices and under-grounding.”

Delegate May serves as chairman 
of the House of Delegates’ Science 
& Technology Committee.  He is an 
engineer by profession, and holds 18 
patents. He is the recipient of the 2001 
Greater Washington Area “Engineer of 
the Year” award.   May has extensive 
knowledge about how high voltage 
power lines are effectively and cost-
effi ciently under-grounded in various 
countries around the world.  He has just 
returned from France and Denmark 
where he has learned about additional 
technologies that make under-ground-
ing cost-effective.  May’s interest in un-
der-grounding is the result of Domin-
ion Power’s recent plans to run high 
voltage power lines through Leesburg 
as well as plans to run massive lines 
through some of Virginia’s most his-
toric land in Fauquier, Prince William, 
Rappahanock and Clarke counties.  

Virginians for Sensible Energy 
Policies (VSEP) is a coalition of lo-
cal groups, electric customers, fami-
lies, farmers, workers and citizens of 
all ages.  VSEP is organized to study 
energy policy, educate the public, and 
litigate to protect the environment and 
property rights.  For more information, 
visit the Web at www.EnergyPolicies.
org or call 540-364-3527

High Voltage Transmission Lines Run Efficiently 
and Effectively Underground in Europe 

A project to digitize the Balch 
Library’s Winslow Wil-
liams Collection is being 
considered for a grant from 

the EMC Heritage Trust Project.
Williams, a Loudoun County 

photographer, built a collection com-
prising nearly 10,000 priceless pho-
tographic negatives, documenting the 
life and times of the county in the mid-
twentieth century.

The recently announced EMC 
Heritage Trust Grants are designed 
to recognize and support digital stew-
ardship of the world’s information 
heritage in local communities.  Using 
the same criteria for excellence that 
guide the EMC Information Heritage 
Initiative, EMC seeks individuals and 
projects that practice and inspire local 
stewardship.

Local libraries, museums or 
historical society collections are of 
specifi c interest to the EMC Heritage 
Trust Jury, as are signifi cant private 
collections of music, letters or art.  
Any local organization or institution, 
public or private, or any individual 
engaged in stewardship of the world’s 
information heritage may apply to be 
nominated for one of the grants.

Political, fraternal or discrimina-
tory organizations will not be consid-
ered for nomination.

Applications an d nominations 
will be reviewed by a distinguished 
committee chaired by Daniel S. Mor-
row, chief historian emeritus and 
founding executive director of the 
Computerworld Smithsonian Awards 
and the Computerworld Honors Pro-
gram.  Morrow is also a member of 
the Board of Visitors of the School of 
Information and Library Science at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.

The deadline for nominations is 
November 30, 2007.  Awardees will 
be notifi ed by February 14, 2008.

Leesburg’s 
Thomas Balch 
Library 
Considered
for Heritage 
Trust Project 
Grant

The congregation of the 
Middleburg Baptist 
Church cordially invites 
you to a special service 

of celebration honoring the pas-
tor, Dr. Bill Thigpen, on his 25th 
anniversary in the ministry.  The 
celebration will be held on Sun-
day, October 7, 2007 at 11:00 
a.m.

“The God Questions”
Got a tough question about 

God that has stumped you for 
years? Would you ask God “Do 
you really know and love me?’ or 
“Why does a loving God allow 
suffering?”  Or, how about “Is the 
Bible true and can I trust what it 
says?”  These are all great ques-
tions, and at Middleburg Baptist 
Church, we’re exploring the an-
swers.  Come join us- no question 
are too tough!

    “The God Questions” is 
a 40-day spiritual journey that 
will run from Sunday, October 
14 through November 18, 2007.  
Sunday School starts at 9:45 a.m. 
and morning worship begins at 
11:00 each Sunday.  Several small 
study groups will also be meeting 
throughout the week. Middleburg 
Baptist Church is located at 209 
E. Federal Street. For more in-
formation, call the church at 540-
687-5222.

“The God 
Questions” 
at Middleburg
Baptist Church 

Please volunteer to help 
with election day duties at 
the following precincts:

Aldie precinct and 
South Riding:

November 6, 2007 General 
and Special Election 

Hours: 5:00 AM-8:30 PM 
or whenever election equipment 
packed and numbers called in to 
Electoral Board

Pay:  Full Day $100 per day 
+ $20 additional pay for attending 
training

Training will be provided at 
various locations Sterling, Ash-
burn, Hamilton and Leesburg

Please call or email:  703-777-
0548 dianna.price@loudoun.gov 

Five New Polling Places
The following precincts will 

have new polling places for the 
upcoming elections:

207 River Bend precinct will 
be split to create 213 Countryside 
precinct

401 Lovettsville will be split 
and renamed 401 West Lovettsville 
(Lovettsville Community Cen-

ter) and 411 East Lovettsville 
(Lovettsville Elementary)

405 Greenway (Leesburg 
Baptist Church) will be split to 
create 412 Heritage (Heritage 
High School)

505 Cool Spring (Cool Spring 

Elementary) will be split to cre-
ate 506 Brandon Park (Loudoun 
County High School)

607 Lowes Island (Lowes Is-
land Elementary) will be split to 
create 609 South Bank (Potomac 
Baptist Church)

(New voter registration cards 
will be sent in September or Oc-
tober.)

Polling Place Moved
212 Claude Moore Park has 

moved from the Loudoun Heritage 
museum to Claude Moore Recre-

ation Center (across from the Mu-
seum)

 If you have questions regard-
ing your voter registration call or 
email Judy Brown the Registrar 
at 703-777-0548  judy.brown@
loudoun.gov

Fifty Election Officers Needed for County
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News of Note

other. It was pleasantly very quiet 
other than motor noise along the 
streets.

 Another notable aspect of 
Beijing that cannot be minimized 
is the air quality. Only one day of 
the fi ve during my visit could I 
see anything beyond the immedi-
ate 2-3 blocks of buildings. 

One morning it was clear and 
I was so excited to see the distant 
side of the city and ring of hills 
from my hotel view. What a great 
sight on a clear and sunny day.  
However, for the most part, it was 
hazy, overcast and hot. Smog was 
never discussed, it was not rated 
and people were not warned to be 
physically quiet as newscasters 
warn people in the USA – it just 
was not discussed.  However as 
an ex-Los Angelino I have to say 
it was worse air quality and smog 
than any day I can remember 
trudging up the hill to my dormi-
tory at UCLA.

The temperature merits its 
own discussion.  It was hot, very 
hot during my entire visit, with 
July temperatures in the mid-
nineties. No one mentioned the 
heat index or dew point but I 
could surmise that it was almost 
as high as the recorded tempera-
ture. 

It was just plain uncomfort-
able to be outdoors for any length 
of time.  I could see the high-rise 
apartment buildings along the av-
enues with window air condition-
ing units hanging out the win-

dows and when I visited shops, 
offi ces and the local hospital.   It 
is the quality of air conditioning 
we remember from the 1950’s 
or perhaps electric fans moving 
warm air.   

Speaking of fans, remem-
ber those decorative fans used 
in plays by Victorian women to 
be coy – those fold out fans are 
not for play in Beijing. The fan is 
a necessity for survival.  It may 
be the only way to move the air  
to create some coolness on your 
sweaty brow to survive a tedious 
meeting. There is air condition-
ing in the Western hotels and fi ne 
restaurants and that is a source of 
refuge when you think you just 
cannot take the heat any longer.

A visit to any of the im-
pressive tourist sites, the Lama 
Temple, The Forbidden City or 
The Summer Palace and raises 
one’s awareness of new paint and 
spruced up grounds. Graffi ti is 
gone, waste paper is swept up by 
hired street sweepers, and vaga-
bonds are escorted from view. 

The city is getting ready for 
the big show in August 2008. 

 No beggars cluttered the 
entrances to public places nor 
did I notice street vendors or 
musicians. Little parks of green 
grass, fl owers and trees are seen 
everywhere as a green relief in a 
jungle of tall buildings. Looking 
good is a national value whether 
it is a building or crowd behavior 
watching a soccer game.

Brandon Thomas

On May 29, 2006, when 
Charles Gibson started 
the new phase of his 
life as anchor of “World 

News with Charles Gibson” for 
ABC News, he didn’t forget his 
time in the Middleburg area or his 
love for his brother Langdon.  

Gibson can also claim another 
title: philanthropist. He recently 
established the Langdon Gibson 
II Music Scholarship Fund at 
Shenandoah University to honor 
his brother. 

Lang Gibson II, who was 12 
years older than Charles, was in 
the construction business most of 
his life, and he was also passionate 
about music.

“Lang and his wife Carol 
wanted to get out of Washington 
in the 1980s,” said Charles Gibson 
in a recent phone interview. “He 
wanted to start his own construc-
tion business and refurbish a barn 
they found in Clarke County.

“He loved music, all kinds of 
music, jazz and classical, and he 
enjoyed the clarinet,” said Gibson. 
“He was so delighted that there 
was a school with a music con-
servatory when he moved to the 
area.”

When the barn was complete-
ly renovated the beautiful home 
became the perfect setting for in-
timate concerts.

“Lang invited a [Shenandoah 

Conservatory] faculty quartet to 
perform a dress rehearsal at his 
home prior to a performance at the 
Kennedy Center,” said Gibson. 
“Eventually, these concerts be-
came known as the Windy Mead-
ow Concert Series.

“Lang started inviting his 
neighbors, and the concerts grew. 
The concerts were attended by ev-
eryone from bank presidents and 
mailmen to construction workers. 
Everyone would come to hear the 
music and bring a dish to share for 
a potluck meal afterwards,” said 
Gibson.

Lang Gibson died on Jan. 16, 
2006, of an intestinal aneurysm. 

Gibson, whose successful 
career in broadcast journalism 
has included in-depth interviews 
with world leaders, battlefi eld 
reports and coverage of major 
global events, wanted to honor 
his late brother. The scholarship at 
Shenandoah was the result.

“I am truly blessed to be able 
to do something in his honor,” said 
Gibson. “Lang loved the arts, and 
he was happiest at those concerts 
that were part of the Shenandoah 
Conservatory. I thought it was 
most fi tting that a scholarship be 
created to help a future music edu-
cator or performer.”

Langdon Gibson II Honored 
by His Brother, Charles

© IDA MAE ASTUTE/ABC (AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANIES, INC.)

H CA Virginia  plans 
to  bui ld  a  f ree-
s tanding Emer-
gency Depart-

ment  (ED) as  the f i rs t  s tep 
in  the development  of  i ts 
Route  50 medical  campus 
in  Loudoun County. 

The company also said 
i t  wi l l  ask county off ic ia ls 
for  a  special  except ion ap-
pl icat ion to  permit  the con-
struct ion of  a  hospi ta l  and 
outpat ient  faci l i ty  as  par t 
of  a  second phase of  cam-
pus development .       

“Our phased approach 
to  Route  50 is  designed to 
be responsive to  Loudoun 
County’s  heal thcare  needs 
now and in  the future ,”  said 
Margaret  Lewis ,  President 
of  HCA’s Reston-based 
Capi ta l  Divis ion.   “Phase 
one is  a  f reestanding ED 
that  wil l  have a  posi t ive 
and immediate  impact  on 
thousands of  famil ies  by 
providing them with access 
to  emergency services .   A 
hospi ta l  and an outpat ient 
faci l i ty  are  planned for  a 
second phase,  which is  fo-
cused on meet ing long-term 
community needs.”    

HCA Virginia  wil l  name 
the s i te  –  the Stone Spring 
Medical  Campus.   The name 
is  a  composi te  of  two near-
by landmarks – the Stone 
Ridge resident ia l  develop-
ment  immediately across 
Route  50,  and Gum Spring 
Road on the eastern par t  of 
the property.  

The StoneSpring Emer-
gency Department  wil l  be a 
12,000-square-foot  faci l i ty 
with eight  t reatment  bays.  
The ful ly  equipped faci l i ty 
wil l  be s taffed 24-hours  a 
day by physicians,  nurs-
es  and support  personnel .  
Barr ing unexpected delays, 
the ED could open in  ear ly 
2009.      

Nat ionwide,  HCA has 
s ignif icant  experience op-
erat ing freestanding EDs, 
with more than a  dozen ei-
ther  in  service or  in  devel-
opment .   The Stone Spring 
ED wil l  be HCA’s f i rs t  in 
Virginia . 

“This  model  is  very 
successful  in  meet ing com-
munity needs,”  said Lewis .  
“Pat ients  with relat ively 
minor  injur ies  can usual ly 
be t reated more quickly at 
a  f reestanding ED than at  a 
hospi ta l .   Those with ser i -
ous problems can be s tabi-
l ized and then t ransferred 
to  the nearest  appropriate 
hospi ta l ,  such as  Reston 
Hospi ta l  or  Broadlands Re-
gional  Medical  Center  once 
i t  i s  bui l t .” 

HCA Builds 
Emergency 
Department On 
Route 50
 As First Phase 
of StoneSpring 
Medical Campus 

Letter from Beijing
From Page 4

Continued Page 12
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If Confucius was right, it takes gravity, generosity of soul, sincerity, 
earnestness and kindness to constitute perfect virtue.  If that is, indeed, the 
magic combination, we are all fortunate to live in such a virtuous place as 
Middleburg and the hunt country region of Virginia

From the Piedmont Community Foundation to the Windy Hill Foun-
dation, from Nanette’s Walk to Foxcroft School’s blood drive and Hill 
School’s environmental initiatives, one need only read this issue of The 
Eccentric to realize how tightly the fabric of our community is woven to 
protect, support and help each other. 

Whether it is the Ladies Board of Inova Loudoun Hospital helping to 
provide medical services and ensuring that women with a generous spirit 
like Edith Eustis are remembered; or the entire community coming to the 
rapid rescue of the fl ooded residents of Llewellyn Village; or the selfl ess 
volunteers of Loudoun Interfaith Relief who, with the help of leading coun-
ty businesses, ensure that 180 local families eat well each month, there 
is absolutely no question that the spirits of gravity, generosity, sincerity, 
earnestness and kindness are alive and well in Loudoun.

It takes a brave and heroic individual to turn terrible personal loss into 
a tremendous gain for others, but those characteristics describe so many 
citizens in our area who are challenged by fate to make a difference and 
who recycle their grief and sadness into energy to improve the world for 
others.

We take our hats off to Middleburg Humane, the organizers of Na-
nette’s Walk and the many, many individuals, businesses and organizations 
who take time to work on and invest in the many initiatives in our area that 
strive to do good and make a difference for those in need.  

 
Your heroic actions set the tone for our community and set the stan-

dards by which we all hope to live.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the Editor. 
Letters must be signed and include writer’s name, address and daytime 
phone number. Please submit letter via email: editor@mbecc.com or P.O. 
Box 1768, Middleburg VA 20118

Editor’s Desk
Virtue is Our Necessity

Red vs Blue
Rant & Raves

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:

I am writing this letter to 
express my very deep con-
cern regarding a recent so 
called “problem” within the 
town limits: fl ocks of birds 
that members of our commu-
nity fi nd so disturbing.

 My fi rst awareness came 
about 5 weeks ago when I 
noticed my neighbors hast-
ily removing a majority of 
the leafs and crowns from 
3-4 Maple trees measuring 
4 feet in diameter and over 
100 years old.  I was shocked 
because to do such a thing in 
a period of terrible drought 
(our worst in years) could 
certainly cause the demise 
of the trees, if not their death 
within several years.  Appar-
ently no thought was given to 
our tree ordinance that allows 
for protection of any tree 2 ft. 
in diameter or more.

The very important aspect 
of tree mass, especially in a 
warming global trend, does 
not appear to be well known 
or respected.  In that scientif-
ically; it is fact, that trees are 
giant air conditioners and air 
cleaners, needless to say; all 
trees increase the air quality 
in towns and consequently 
support the health of the 
community.

When I inquired about 
the logic of the tree pruning 

I was informed that it was 
done to eliminate fl ocks “of 
starlings that were roost-
ing in them”. I am still try-
ing to fi nd these fl ocks that 
have caused such hysterical 
approaches to landscaping.  
While contemplating all of 
this I decided to walk around 
Ridgeview looking for birds 
and large amounts of bird 
dung. (Neither was found).  
Instead I found myself in the 
middle of a shoot-out or as it 
turned out, an unannounced 
attempt to shoot rockets in 
the air to frighten off the 
fl ocks of birds.

At this point in time it 
started to occur to me that 
some sort of community 
hysterical behavior was de-
veloping and an explanation 
was required and expected.

I would never be so fool-
ish as to expect all of the 
community members to be 
as awed by nature as I am, 
however there are a great 
deal of people in this town 
that do feel as I do and at 
the very least attempt to live 
in harmony with the natural 
world.

With some research I was 
able to determine the follow-
ing for consideration by all 
town members and the Town 
Council:

1. In the fall, migrating 

birds fl ock and move about 
in what is understood as Post 
Breeding behavior.  The ac-
tivity kills the weak and old 
birds and reduces the fl ocks 
often as much as 50%.  This 
activity last from 5-8 weeks 
and usually ceases by win-
ters onset.

2.  It is known and pub-
lished fact that noise, percus-
sion devices and the like, do 
nothing to stop such behav-
ior.

3. Histoplasmosis is 
caused by contact with bird 
dung is a mild form of pul-
monary discomfort that once 
exposed creates immunity.  
According to the CDC 80% 
of the adult population in 
this country have antibodies 
protecting them (indicating 
a previous exposure), fur-
ther medical intervention is 
rarely needed should infec-
tion occur.  Those people 
with a compromised immune 
system are at most risk for a 
problem with exposure.  It 
is generally understood that 
you are 20 times more likely 
to be infected with a tick in 
Loudon County then Histo-
plasmosis.  An important fact 
here is Birds eat ticks and 
may be one of the few preda-
tors of ticks.

4. Starlings and other birds 
eat Japanese beetles, grubs, 

ticks, fl eas and mosquitoes.  
All of which are a problem 
in the area and a far greater 
threat to our collective health 
then birds.

5.  It is an accepted fact, 
dating to the beginning of the 
written word, that an uncon-
scious fear of black birds ex-
ists in the human conscious.  
The most obvious antidote is 
clear level thinking.

In conclusion I would 
request that if the town has 
presented itself as a bird 
sanctuary and tree town that 
the council use its wisdom to 
protect that statute or at least 
proceed with caution when 
assessing problems regard-
ing wild life, trees and the 
natural world within the town 
limits.  Please be advised that 
while a few people are deep-
ly threatened by a bird drop 
on their car or tomato, many 
more of us fi nd any inconve-
nience worthwhile for what 
nature gives back to us.

 
Sally Bolton
Middleburg,  VA

To the Editor:
 It might be surprising that 

a liberal Democrat would 
support a conservative in a 
local school board race, but 
that is the case with my en-
dorsement of John Feegel 

in the Blue Ridge District.  
The Blue Ridge District is 
a unique place and deserves 
a strong, independent advo-
cate. John realizes that the 
School Board’s mission is 
to lead, not follow the ad-
ministration.  His thoughtful 
ideas about “green” design 
of schools, performance 
electronic learning, athlet-
ics with academic content, 
minority access, and total 
involvement (school person-
nel, parents and students) in 
academic progress are sever-
al things on which both sides 
of the aisle can agree -- and 
far surpass anything the pres-
ent Board has put forward.

John’s campaign motto-
”Do Your Homework!”-is 
an honest call to all of us to 
intelligently compare can-
didates and opt for a better 
choice.  I especially urge my 
fellow Democrats to be bold 
and vote for John Feegel -
- Blue Ridge School Board 
Representative.

Terry Sharrer, Ph. D.
Waterford, VA

To the Editor:
Fool me once shame on 

you.  Twice?  Shame on all 
of us.  Like many others who 
are disappointed in the end-
less delays of the new high 

school construction as well 
as the elementary school in 
Hamilton, the Blue Ridge 
school board representation 
is not good.  I truly appre-
ciate other parents’ frustra-
tions.  The reason however 
I will not be supporting Mrs. 
Godfrey this election as I did 
in 2003 is her poor constitu-
ent follow-up. In late August, 
I wrote her directly asking 
about an issue she claimed 
embrace: green school con-
struction projects.  This is 
what I received from Mrs. 
Godfrey, who chairs of the 
LCPS Construction Com-
mittee. This is the entire let-
ter.  Seriously, I should have 
written her consultant, not 
my elected rep.

“I have forwarded your 
query to our construction 
department to make sure I 
have accurate information.  
The green school aspects of 
our current school models is 
being investigated by the Re-
hau company and we do not 
have the results as yet from 
that. 

Mr. Randy Vlad will re-
spond directly to you or I 
will get back to you.

Thanks,
Priscilla Godfrey”
No reply has arrived from 

the Superintendent’s offi ce.  
Frankly, none is expected.  

Dan Morrow - (D)

For those of you who’ve missed 
it, “The Gang of Five” is the none 
too affectionate nickname applied 
by the Chairman of the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors, Scott 
York, to five whining right-wing 
Republicans who began their dis-
graceful, discredited, mega-growth 
excuse for stewardship of the Coun-
ty following the last election, by 
stripping Scott York of his powers 
as Chairman.

York, it should be noted, is the 
only Supervisor elected “at large,” 
by every voter in the County. 

So far the “Gang” has managed 
to both embarrass themselves and 
their constituents.  

Several are under investiga-
tion for corrupt practices. And to 
make matters worse, their sublime 
combination of incompetence and 
complicity, is made manifest in the 
national and international press, 
serving the fastest growing suburb, 
of the most powerful national capi-
tal, in all of human history.

  York, a truly conservative 
Independent with whom we dis-
agree on many issues, has fought a 
sometimes lonely rear-guard action 
against the “Gang:” Jim Clem of 
Leesburg;  Steve Snow of Dulles;  
Bruce Tulloch of Potomac; Mick 
Staton of Sugarland Run; and my 
personal candidate for most embar-

rassing Supervisor, Eugene Del-
gaudio of Sterling (and, some say, 
Fairfax).

All of them are now whining 
about York’s “unfair” characteriza-
tions.

Soon they’ll be whining about 
the voters who tossed them out of 
office.

Immigration
Kudos to Orton Libarkin, for 

his “Two Cents Worth” op-ed in 
Leesburg Today. Vol. 19, No.42 
Headlined “Premature Posturing,” 
Libarkin takes the Board of Super-
visors to task for being led onto a 
high board by Eugene Delgaudio, 
and “poised to execute a dive . . . 
into a pool that has no water.”

Supervisor Jim Burton, Demo-
cratic candidate-for-Supervisor, 
Kelly Burk, and Democratic candi-
date-for-sheriff, Mike George have 
all spoken out bravely and sensibly 
against Delgaudio’s fear and hate-
mongering tactics.

Ironic, isn’t it, that crime and 
unemployment are DOWN, in the 
County as a whole, and in Delgau-
dio’s Sterling in particular, despite 
large increases in population, Span-
ish speaking and otherwise.

Petraeus
And finally, a word about the 

occupation and the much-debated 
Petraeus “report.” 

General Petraeus is not only 
a soldier and a graduate of West 
Point, he is a student of history, 
with a Ph.D., and an abiding inter-
est in the theory and practice of his 
profession.

One of his favorite philoso-
phers of the “Art of War” is Karl 
von Clausewitz, best known for his 
dictum that war is politics.

All generals are politicians.  
Four-star generals, by definition, 
must be very good at it.  

David Patraeus assumed com-
mand of a force too small for the 
duties assigned it, caught up in a 
fight that can only be won by politi-
cians . . . Iraqi politicians.  

Like Longstreet at Gettysburg, 
or the newly appointed sales man-
ager for a shoddy product that re-
ally shouldn’t be sold, he saluted, 
made a plan, moved into the field, 
and now does his best to keep his 
boss happy and his troops alive and 
motivated.

If he didn’t think he could do 
the job, he wouldn’t have taken it. 
And he’s never failed before. And 
his bosses knew it all too well.

Like Colin Powell before him, 
he made a difficult, some would say 
impossible choice among the West 
Point triumvirate of values.  Duty.  
Honor. Country.

It was, I fear, Petraeus who 

Scott York and the “Gang of Five”

But what I failed to learn 
about LCPS’s green school 
priority, I did learn about 
my school board representa-
tive.  That is: she is in over 
her head, she doesn’t know 
the simple answers; and 
worse still, doesn’t care if I 
do either.  I care about kids, 
schools, the environment 
and fi nding a new school 
board rep.  This Democratic 
mother of three will not be 
voting for Mrs. Godfrey in 
November.  

Marti Wills
Purcellville, VA

To the Editor:
La Voz of Loudoun (The 

Voice of Loudoun) is a 
501(c)(3) non profi t whose 
mission is to serve as a con-
duit between Hispanic and 
other immigrant popula-
tions, government agencies 
and other groups in order 
to promote self-suffi ciency 
through outreach, education, 
advocacy, and programs that 
strengthen family networks.  
La Voz was formed by vol-
unteers, mostly Hispanic, 
who share the concerns of 
many in terms of quality of 
life issues, language acquisi-
tion, and integration of re-
cent immigrants.  

During the recent debate 
on undocumented immi-
grants and the services that 
Loudoun County can legally 
deny to undocumented im-
migrants, La Voz has been 
on the receiving end of some 
very unfortunate and unwar-
ranted attacks.  The most 
noteworthy of these came in 
the form of an Orange Alert 
sent out by Sterling Supervi-
sor Eugene Delgaudio who 
wrote “No wonder groups 
like La Voz and others now 
threaten war against CUR-
RENT law enforcement, 
hoping to sue away the 
Delgaudio Ordinance and 
repeal laws across the coun-
try aimed at stopping inva-
sions of illegal aliens who 
turn safe neighborhoods into 
fi lthy, crowded slums.”  

Since the Loudoun Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
passed the resolution on Il-
legal Immigration, the ac-
tivities of La Voz have been 
limited to providing infor-
mation and education to the 

community on issues relat-
ing to immigration law and 
undocumented immigrants, 
and to communicate what 
steps the County has taken 
thus far.  We have not taken 
part in or encouraged pro-
tests, nor have we become 
political activists.  In addi-
tion, while we care deeply 
about the human beings we 
serve, we do not support or 
encourage illegal immigra-
tion. 

Unfortunately, in this de-
bate the most extreme posi-
tions on both sides of the 
debate are the voices most 
often heard.  This is not a 
black and white issue.  It 
does not amount to crying 
racism or simply asking 
“what part of illegal don’t 
you understand?”  When it 
comes to local legislation 
there is obviously a lot that 
the County Board members 
don’t understand, which is 
why they continue to study 
the matter and will not take 
any action until November.  
Among the measures being 
considered by the County 
is the issuance of ID cards 
to all legal county residents 
in order to access County 
services, such as parks and 
pools, and denying pre-
school and after school care 
to undocumented children. It 
is important to note that all 
Loudoun residents (children 
and adults alike) will be sub-
ject to verifying their legal 
presence in order to receive 
services.

This is not a time for 
name calling and baseless 
attacks.  This is a time for 
serious discussion and care-
ful consideration.   Com-
munity based organizations, 
such as La Voz play an im-
portant role in this process, 
helping to ensure that every-
one’s voice and opinions are 
heard.  La Voz encourages 
all Loudoun residents to pay 
close attention to the devel-
opments around this issue, 
to be well informed, and to 
become part of a respectful 
community dialogue in an 
attempt to fi nd the best pos-
sible solutions to these very 
complicated problems. 

Laura Valle
La Voz of loudoun
www.lavozloudoun.org

Ken Rietz - (R)

It didn’t take long for Hillary 
Clinton to revert to the favorite theme 
she espoused as First Lady.  She once 
again attacked what she calls the “vast 
right wing conspiracy.” 

We all remember where she laid 
the blame, for everything from her 
husband, President Clinton’s impeach-
ment, to the disappearance of her law 
fi rm’s billing records, followed by their 
mysterious re-appearance in the White 
House. According to her it was all part 
of the “vast right wing conspiracy.”

So, on the campaign trail it came 
as no surprise for her to once again 
bring back her favorite theme when 
she told an audience that she was the 
best candidate to deal with the right 

wing conspiracy.
Her recent comments have also in-

dicated that she will use the same kind 
of mysterious, stupefying language as 
her husband President Clinton, who 
when questioned said, “ …that depends 
on what the defi nition of ‘is’ is.”

Hillary Clinton when questioning 
General Petreaus, said that his state-
ment required  ”the willing suspension 
of disbelief.”  Was she calling this pa-
triot a liar?

Then there is what she did not say. 
When the despicable MoveOn.org ad 
ran in the New York Times attacking 
General Petreaus, she was silent.

She has not been silent however, 
on the subject of Health Care, offer-
ing a proposal to Socialize our system. 
The very system that has failed in Eu-

rope and has Europeans coming to this 
country for the latest and best treat-
ment in a timely manner.

When her proposal was criticized 
for requiring proof of health care in or-
der to apply for a job, where most peo-
ple expect to receive health care, she 
said that was a ‘DETAIL’ to be worked 
out by Congress. Of course, it was in 
Congress where she failed the fi rst 
time she had a health-care proposal.

We can expect more of this kind of 
rhetoric from Hillary during the cam-
paign. The voters need to pay careful 
attention to what she says, doesn’t say 
and may actually mean.

Ken Rietz, a resident of Delaplane, 
is a former Deputy Chairman of the 
Republican National Committee.

Clinton Speak
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News of Note

Cate McGinnis Wyatt dedi-
cated herself to the Journey 
Through Hallowed Ground 
initiative when she realized 

the 175-mile region from Monticello 
to Gettysburg represented more Ameri-
can history than any other region in the 
country.  When she hired Angela Stokes 
to be director of education programs, 
Cate began to build the foundation for 
a legacy of appreciation that only exists 
when generations of young people un-
derstand, are thoroughly engaged and 
feel responsible for an endeavor.

Stokes, a 13-year veteran of the Al-
bermarle County Public School System 
where she was honored as a Gifted Re-
source Teacher, had been working with 
at risk students and had been remarkably 
successful when she introduced them to 
authentic learning situations they could 
influence.  

“We were worried that we were not 
doing enough for truly gifted students,” 
Angela said.  “We wanted to create a 
program for gifted students that encour-
aged civic responsibility and was based 
in the humanities.”

“When I saw an article about The 
Journey Through Hallowed Ground, 
I telephoned Cate to see if they would 
partner with us.  She was very enthusi-
astic about creating a program, and now, 
at the conclusion of our second summer 
program, I have the exciting opportunity 
to help students understand, take owner-
ship and act on the history that surrounds 
us on The Journey.”

Angela’s goal meshed perfectly 
with the mission of the Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground.

“We want to partner with enterpris-
es, organizations and individuals who 
can derive economic or educational ben-
efit from an association with us,” Wyatt 
explained.  “There are tremendous op-
portunities to work together in ways that 
support both preservation and economic 
development.

“By investing in our cultural heri-
tage, we’ll create attractive destinations 
that support the economies of every 

county in the four JTHG states that are 
our partners.  By working together, we 
can elevate this amazing region to the 
world status it so rightly deserves.”

Formed ten years ago as a partner-
ship of national, regional and grassroots 
organizations working collaboratively, 
the Journey Through Hallowed Ground 
partnership is focused on establishing 
this area as a land of leadership, a land of 
conflict and reunification and a place of 
national beauty and rural character.

Today, the initiative includes more 
than 150 national, regional and local 
partners and, from its offices above the 
post office in Waterford, Virginia, or-
chestrates research, awareness, destina-
tion marketing and education outreach 
programs like the summer sessions di-
rected by Angela Stokes.

“By being associated with JTHG, 
we were offered the opportunity to re-
ally customize and expand our pro-
grams,” Angela said.  “For instance, 
we had amazing flexibility when we 
wanted to focus on characteristics of 
leadership. We worked closely with re-
enactors who so accurately impersonate 
presidents, citizens and slaves that our 
students are totally captivated by the 
challenges faced by our founders who 
lived in this amazing historic heritage 
area.”

Stokes believes that connecting 
students with authentic people whose 
lives reflect the difficulty and challenges 
of historic times helps them understand 
how to use their education to be better 
citizens in the 21st century. 

Angela’s determination to teach 
young people that they have ownership 
of and responsibility for this historic area 
is a powerful asset in the Journey’s port-
folio. And Cate understands precisely 
how important this is for the future of 
the organization.

“What Angela is creating with our 
education program is invaluable, and 
she’s a tremendous visionary,” Cate said 
proudly.

Stokes was at the University of Vir-
ginia’s Center for Politics where Direc-

tor Larry Sabato started the influential 
and highly regarded Youth Initiative.  It 
was in this program she learned how to 
start a program from scratch and build it 
to national prominence.

“Civic responsibility and steward-
ship start with personal understanding of 
the origin of issues,” Stokes said.  “We 
were confident that, if we could get kids 
outside in the summer in this truly beau-
tiful region, we’d get their attention.”

In 2006, the two-week education 
program began in Albermarle County.  
This year, Loudoun County was added, 
and the hope is that every one of the 
counties partnering with JTHG will 
soon have a summer program of their 
own.

In the reflections of a student who 
participated this year, one quickly under-
stands how “….The anticipation built as 
the paddles sliced through the cool wa-
ters of the Potomac.  

“We had rhythm now.  Instead of 
moving forward in concentric circles, 
students cut a straight swath down the 
river to the bluff, Balls Bluff.  Our mis-
sion was to shore up on the same bank 
the Union troops treaded upon on the 
afternoon of October 21st, 1861.  

“Once docked, we loaded our 
backs with supplies and prepared for a 
march up the forbidding ridge to take 
the Confederates by surprise.  Every-
thing paralleled the fateful Ball’s Bluff 
battle except the howitzers and hard tack 
were replaced with i-Pods, journals and 
nalgene water bottles.”

Participating students who must 
be on the bus by 7 a.m. every day of the 
two-week Extreme Journey Through 
Hallowed Ground visit seven historic 
sites and meet many experts as they 
hike, bike and paddle from Gettsyburg 
to Ash Lawn.  Archaeologists, architects, 
authors and National Park Rangers who 
participate with re-enactors during the 
sessions set the historic contexts vividly 
and pose questions that put the students 
in the decision maker’s seat:

“My trusted advisor, Frederick 
Douglass, just abandoned my plan to at-

tack Harpers Ferry.  Would you proceed 
without him if you were John Brown?”

Or…
“I have limited time and supplies 

and cannot treat everyone on this battle-
field.”  What would you do if you were 
Clara Barton?

Once the challenges of leadership 
have been posed in a historic context, 
the students are expected to consider 
and propose how these situations and 
decision demands translate in the con-
temporary world.

“We expect them to create origi-
nal vodcasts and podcasts using photo-
graphs, video and sound recordings cap-
tured on site with the i-Pods, video and 
digital cameras JTHG provides,” Stokes 
explained.

“They use GarageBand software 
for special effects and original music, 
and the videos they create are truly spec-
tacular.”

The videos may be viewed at www.
hallowedground.org.

Several student vodcasts featured a 
quote from Clara Barton that they heard 
as they walked across the corn field at 
Antietam:

“The door that nobody else wil go 

in, seems always to swing open widely 
for me.”

Both Cate Wyatt and Angela 
Stokes understand that real leaders take 
the initiative to turn that door handle.  
And both are doing everything in their 
power to give these students the confi-
dence and knowledge they will need, to 
do precisely that.

By learning these lessons on the 
Journey Through Hallowed Ground, 
they will not forget the significance 
of the region where emerging leaders 
struggled to shape a new country.  

For information on the 2008 sum-
mer programs and the new Summer 
Scholars project in which one student 
applicant from each partner county will 
be awarded a full summer scholarship, 
please visit www.hallowedground.org.

Young Leaders Learn on the Journey Through Hallowed Ground
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Pastimes
Going Green for Good Health
Your Personal Chef
Alyson Browett

By now, we’re all used to hear-
ing about the things we can 
do to lessen our impact on the 
Earth and slow down global 

warming, but going green can be good 
for us as individuals as well!   With 
the days getting shorter and the nights 
getting cooler, we’re heading into 
the fall harvest season, which means 
leaf greens - such as kale, collards, 
beet, and mustard - will be fi lling the 
shelves of the groceries and farmers’ 
markets.   The cooler the weather, the 
higher the sugar content in the leaves, 
and the plants are usually frost resis-
tant, meaning that the sweetest, most 
delectable kale and collard leaves are 
yet to come.

Don’t cringe and turn your nose 
up just yet!  Those of you who have 
only been exposed to frozen spinach or 
cooked-too-long greens will be pleas-
antly surprised at the fl avors of kale 
and collards.   Adding to their unique 
earthy fl avor is their unmatched nutri-
tional value.  The greens are high in cal-
cium, B vitamins, vitamin C (although 
cooking may lessen the amount) and 
beta-carotene.   In addition, they are 
perfect for those of us trying to lose or 
maintain weight, as they are very low 
in calories, fat and carbohydrates and 
contain high amounts of protein and 
dietary fi ber.

Kale and collard greens differ lit-
tle, with kale having curlier leaves and 
tougher stems.  Both are near-primi-
tive forms of cabbage that humans 
have been devouring for more than 
2,000 years.   More recently developed 
relatives include the “decorative” cab-
bages we line our walkways with (and 
that are perfectly edible), head cab-
bages, Brussels sprouts, broccoli, and 

caulifl ower.   All of these cabbages are 
versatile, able to be boiled, steamed, 
sautéed and sometimes roasted.  Try 
some of these recipes on unsuspect-
ing family members or guests – they 
(and you!) will want to go green more 
often!

Savory Kale and 
Roasted Garlic Cheesecake
Serves 10-12 as an appetizer

This is a great recipe, in its base 
form, which can be very versatile.  You 
can make it as is, in a large cheesecake 
pan, or in smaller or individual spring 
form pans, if available.   You can also 
easily halve the recipe.  If you have left 
over kale, you can freeze it in freezer 
bags – just ensure it’s cool before you 
seal the bag.   One tip: make sure you 
double or triple wash the kale.  I usual-
ly bathe it in a sink full of water twice, 
then rinse it again, rubbing the leaves 
well, and spin it in the salad spinner 
before cooking.

Ingredients

1 cup ricotta cheese (8 
ounces) – can substitute 
part skim ricotta

1 cup cream cheese (8 
ounces) – can substitute 
Neufchatel cream cheese 
(1/3 less fat)

1⁄2 cup goat cheese (4 ounc-
es)

2 eggs

1 head roasted garlic (see 
recipe below)

1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt

1⁄2 teaspoon of fresh 
cracked pepper

1 bunch kale, washed and 
de-stemmed

Preheat the oven to 350°.

 
To blanch the kale, bring a large 

pot of salted water to a boil.  While 
boiling, place the kale in the water 
and push it down into the water so 
it’s covered.   Simmer the kale for 
about 6 minutes, until crisp tender 
(“al dente”).  Remove the kale from 
the water and drain (a salad spinner 
works very well).   When the kale is 
mostly drained, spread it out on a bak-
ing sheet covered in paper towels and 
place in the refrigerator to cool.

Meanwhile, wrap the outside of 
an 8” round spring form pan with two 
layers of heavyduty aluminum foil.  
Put the spring form pan in a roasting 
pan.  

Place the ricotta, cream cheese, 
and goat cheese in a food processor 
and pulse until evenly combined.  Add 
the eggs, roasted garlic, salt and pep-
per and pulse again until the eggs are 
combined.

Remove the kale from the fridge.  
In several bunches, fi nely chop the 
kale.  Measure out 1 1⁄2 cups of 
chopped kale.  Place the measured kale 
in an approximately 12” x 12” piece of 
cheese cloth or a clean (but old) dish 
cloth, and ring it out over the sink in 
order to drain as much of the remain-
ing water from the kale as possible.   
Place the drained kale in the processor 
and pulse just until mixed.  Pour the 
mixture into the spring form pan.

Next, pour enough hot water into 
the roasting pan (being careful not to 
get any in the cheesecake mixture) to 
go halfway up the side of the spring 
form pan.   Carefully place the roasting 
pan in the oven and bake the cheese-

cake until it is golden around the edges 
and moves slightly in the center when 
agitated, or about 45 minutes.

Remove the roasting pan from the 
oven, and move the spring form pan 
to a cooling rack for at least one hour.  
Refrigerate the cheesecake for at least 
3 hours or up to 2 days.   Garnish 
with parsley leaves and cherry tomato 
halves; serve with crackers (try the 
Starr Ridge brand, available at Mello 
Out), sliced baguette or pita chips.

Roasted Garlic

1 head garlic

Fresh rosemary, thyme, 
sage, basil or parsley 
(whatever is on hand – not 
necessary)

1⁄4 teaspoon kosher salt

Fresh cracked pepper

1 1⁄2 tablespoons olive oil

Preheat the oven to 350°. To roast 
the garlic, place two approximately 
8” x 8” sheets of heavyduty alumi-
num foil on the counter, shiny side 
up.   Drizzle some of the olive oil on 
the top sheet, place the garlic head on 
the oil and drizzle more of the oil over 
it.  Sprinkle the head with salt and pep-
per.   Place the whole herbs on top of 
the garlic.  Carefully wrap the garlic 
and herbs in the fi rst sheet of foil, seal-
ing the seams tightly and being care-
ful not to poke any holes in the edges.   
Wrap that package in the second sheet 
of foil, again sealing the seams tightly.  
Place the foil packet on a baking sheet 
and bake for about 45 minutes.   Let 
the garlic cool for at least 15 minutes 
before unwrapping it. Be careful not 
to burn yourself on the steam!  Gently 
squeeze the cooked garlic cloves from 
their coverings. (This is also delicious 
spread on toasted bread or stirred into 
soups.)

Spanish Tapas-Style Collard 
Greens with Toasted Almonds

Serves 4-6 as a side dish

This is my version of a spinach 
dish that is traditionally served in 
Spain.  You can omit either the garlic 
or the hot pepper, if desired.   The dish 
is wonderful served with pork and a 
yummy starch side, such as creamy 
polenta or mashed potatoes. This dish 
turned my cooked-greens-hating hus-
band on to collards!

Ingredients:

2 bunches collard greens, 
washed and de-stemmed

1 clove garlic, fi nely 
minced

1 teaspoon crushed red 
pepper

1⁄4 cup olive or grapeseed 
oil

1⁄2 cup slivered almonds or 
pinenuts, lightly toasted

Salt and pepper to taste

 
Put a large pot of heavily salted 

water on the stove to boil.  In a sepa-
rate glass or plastic container, place 
the garlic and red pepper in the oil and 
let it sit while you’re preparing the 
collards.  

 Take the cleaned collards and 
julienne the leaves, or cut them into 
strips.  The easiest way to do this is to 
stack several leaves on top of one an-
other, roll them up lengthwise and start 
cutting about 1⁄2 inch strips across the 
leaves, moving from one end to the 
other.   When the water has come to 
a boil, place all the collards in the wa-
ter, pushing down so they are all sub-
mersed.  Cook the collards for about 
8-10 minutes, or until the bitterness is 
lessened and the leaves are more ten-
der. (Cooking time will depend on the 
age/size of your leaves – the younger 
and smaller leaves will not need as 
much time as the older, larger leaves).   
Drain the leaves and run them under 
cold water to stop the cooking.  If 
available, spin the collards in a salad 
spinner in several batches.   This step 
can be done ahead of time and the col-
lards refrigerated at this point.

 To fi nish, heat the garlic chili oil 
in a pan over medium high heat.  Add 
the collards and sauté for 2-3 minutes, 
just until heated through.   Add the 
nuts and salt and pepper to taste.

 
Oven-Roasted Brussels Sprouts 
with Warm Bacon Vinaigrette 

and Bleu Cheese Crumbles
Serves 4-6 as a side dish

This is a wonderful Fall accom-
paniment to grilled or roasted meats, 
such as beef, pork, venison or lamb.  
Get those people who think they hate 

Continued Page 24
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Karen Rexrode

The time to work with vari-
ous Iris is upon us and there 
is no better time. Bearded 
Iris require division every 

4 to 5 years and are greatly en-
hanced once split into healthy roots 
or fans. Both Siberian and Japanese 
Iris seem to prefer spring division 
but can also be dealt with now. Si-
berian Iris form dense colonies of 
rhizomes which are very woody, 
requiring a lot more tugging and 
cutting as well as sharper tools. For 
this reason experienced gardeners 

have chosen spring to conquer and 
divide Siberian Iris. Winters freeze 
and thaw cycles usually soften the 
roots. When working with iris early 
in the year, do so before the foli-
age reaches 6 inches in height. The 
Japanese Iris or Iris ensata are very 
obliging and easily divided, their 
roots are softer, more fleshy. They 
can be divided spring or fall just 
remember to follow the same rules 
with foliage height.

As for bearded Iris, now is the 
time. If your clumps have produced 
fewer flowers and have been left 
undivided for 5 years or more, there 

is no reason to wait. Tools for the 
job include: a shovel, good clippers 
and a large bucket filled with 90% 
water to a 10% Clorox solution. I 
prefer to lift the clumps in large 
pieces and inspect the roots for soft 
rot and Iris borer. I pry and prod 
the rhizomes, sometimes using a 
small twig to open up soft spots 
and allow the cavities to dry out. 
Borers are common in bearded Iris 
and are remarkably large. Many of 
you have devised methods of deal-
ing with slugs, I say proceed there 
with your borers, no need to share 
the gory details. The best sections 

of the Iris are the newer roots, af-
ter digging a few clumps you will 
notice that many have a network 
of very woody, older rhizomes. 
The task at hand is to separate the 
young, more pliable rhizomes from 
the derelict older roots and replant 
just those. The top of the rhizome 
prefers to rest at or just below the 
soils surface and you do not want 
to mulch over the top of the rhi-
zome. Bearded Iris prefer to grow 
south (as do others) and it helps 
to face the fan towards the south 
with the rhizome behind. Every 
piece must have an active growing 
tip with some foliage at the end of 
the rhizome. Before you reset your 
new roots, break up the soil in the 
bed, add amendments (like com-

post) and soak your fresh divisions 
in your water/Clorox solution. This 
will clear up any remaining soft rot. 
Tamp your soil down around your 
newly placed roots which can be 
placed 1 to 2 feet apart. The foliage 
can be cut back at this point, new 
leaves will arrive on new growth 
tips shortly. To avoid borers in the 
future, always cut back the foliage 
of bearded iris in fall and compost 
them or put them in your trash. The 
moths than grow into the larvae lay 
their eggs on the leaves in fall.

Gardeners are frequently left 
with far too many roots to put back 
in the same spot. For a brief (or not 
so brief) moment you may consider 
getting into the Iris business. Go 
for it, I say!

Pastimes
Time To Work The Iris
The Plant Lady
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Pastimes
Adrienne Lewis

Customers often ask me if the 
art they are buying will go up 
in value. Any honest dealer 
will tell you that appreciation 

is not guaranteed, and just because 
prices have risen in the past doesn’t 
mean your purchase will be worth a 
fortune later. This should sound like a 
familiar warning to any investor: “Past 
performance is no guarantee of future 
returns.”

Although some people collect art 
solely for investment purposes, most 
experts agree that the best way to 
invest is to buy something you love. 
That way, whether it appreciates in 
value or not is immaterial; the pleasure 
of its company will be enough.  

In general, there isn’t much 

specifi c information available on the 
valuation of contemporary art.   In 
the absence of specifi c resale data, 
estimating the price of such artwork 
requires knowledge of the principal 
dealers or galleries representing the 
artist as well as an understanding of 
the general price structure of works by 
artists of a similar standing.   

In contemporary art, the value of a 
piece is the amount of money someone 
is willing to spend to acquire it. It’s 
based on a market value of the work of 
that artist and his/her contemporaries 
- - there is no test of time.  

So if you are buying for 
investment, artists with a proven resale 
track record are like blue chip stocks 
and you need to build a collection 
just like you’d build a portfolio..  
However, not too many people can 

afford the level of diversity in artwork 
that you’d want in a stock portfolio, 
not to mention issues like insurance, 
maintenance and exhibit space.  

But, you can always start an 
art collection, just for the fun of it.  
Whether you’re collecting art for 
investment or fun, there are some 
things you want to keep in mind.

1. Visit local galleries, museums, 
auction houses and art schools.  Find 
out what’s out there and notice what 
catches your eye.  Take classes to 
develop your eye. Select an area, a 
medium or a subject and focus on it.  

2. “Knowledge is power” and it 
pays to educate yourself before you 
start to buy.  Your fi rst art purchase 
should be books about the subject in 
which you are interested.

3. Get passionate!  The best 

collections are put together by art 
collectors with a true passion for their 
subjects.

4. Get to know the “artist next 
door.”  Work by regional artists may 
be in high demand.

5. Look for “diamonds in the 
rough.”  Check out work by artists 
studying with the fi nest teachers who 
haven’t been discovered yet.  Drawings 
and studies may be undervalued 
before an artist becomes famous, so 
you might get a real deal.

6. Look for the highest quality 
of art in the medium that interests 
you and buy the best you can afford.  
Beware of “bargains” and pay special 
attention to the condition of a piece.  
A worn or torn piece is not a bargain, 
regardless of price.

7. Do some trend spotting: an 

artist or style that is not hot right now 
just could be the next big thing.  To 
identify an up and coming trend, pay 
attention to what second and third tier 
art museums are acquiring.  Smaller 
museums with tighter budgets may hit 
on a trend before others.

Art collections should be fl uid, 
refl ecting your changing tastes over 
time.  This advice applies across 
all budget levels. And don’t ignore 
young artists. Collecting the work of 
an unknown or emerging artist could 
lead you to the next superstar in the 
art world – or a lovely work that will 
simply grace your home for years to 
come

Art – an Investment?
Alex Cudaback

What were the Philadel-
phia Eagles wearing 
on Sunday? Holy My 
God!, as a dear, old  

friend used to say. It looked like the 
Easter Bunny sicked in the equipment 
room! The best part? Given the abso-
lute beat down the “Iggles” laid on the 
Lions this past Sunday, we just might 
get to see those costumes, wretched 
excuses for regalia in every respect, a 
couple more times this year…

Bill Belichick is a dirty, rotten 
scoundrel. Period, end of discussion. 
Do other coaches cheat? Most likely. 
Are little kids encouraged, from the 
youngest of ages, that winning is the 
best medicine, that second place is just 
the fi rst loser, that a foul isn’t a foul 
unless you get caught? Way too often. 
Has cheating become so integral a part 
of sports that we actually encourage 
“good” cheating? You bet. None of 
that changes that what Belichick was 
caught orchestrating a few weeks ago 
against the Jets casts a pall over every 
Super Bowl the Patriots have won, di-
lutes New England’s claim to dynasty 
and calls into question, through no 
fault of his own, all the acclaim that 
has been heaped upon Tom Brady. 
Quarterbacks, it could be argued, do 
a lot better when their coordinators 
have a better than average idea of what 
plays the opposing defense is running. 

San Diego has a problem. De-
pending on which way the wind is 
blowing and how bad the stink is, San 
Diego may well have a BIG problem. 
LaDainian Tomlinson, the Chargers’ 
all-world back, has 130 rushing yards 
on the season. That’s a below-aver-
age GAME for LT. To be stuck there 
over THREE games is hard to believe. 
Now he and Philip Rivers are snipping 
at each other on the sidelines during 
the game, and the rumblings in San 
Diego have nothing to do with tec-
tonic shifts. Marty-ball may have been 
over too soon every year once the 
playoffs started, but people in SoCal 
are starting to wonder whether or not 
Norv “Why is head-coaching so much 
harder than coordinating?” Turner is 
really the guy to get the Bolts over 
the hump. Anything less than a spot in 
the AFC Championship game will be 
considered the thudliest of failures for 
San Diego.

The Steelers look good. Really 
good. Dig a little deeper, though, and 
you’ll notice the records of the teams 
they’ve beaten so far add up to a some-
what less than stellar 3-6. And two of 
those opponents’ wins belong to the 
49ers who had the luxury of playing 
St. Louis and Arizona over the fi rst 
couple of weeks, two teams who’ve 
proven they’re not quite ready for 
primetime just yet. Regardless, I like 
the swagger Mike Tomlin has brought 
back to the Steel City. Roethlisberger 
looks like he’s put last year behind 
him and might be throwing the ball 
better than ever. It’ll be interesting to 
see what happens when their schedule 
stiffens up a bit.

I’m hoping that New Orleans 
got well against the Titans. The only 
thing sadder than a perpetual doormat 
is watching a team convince them-
selves they really ARE a perpetual 
doormat. They’re a better team than 
they’re showing so far this year, but a 

few more losses and I worry about the 
temptation to drink the Kool-Aid and 
pack it in. Letting Joe Horn, the vis-
ible heart and soul of the team, go to 
the Falcons in the off-season probably 
wasn’t the best of moves.

The Texans are 2-1. Holy 
shnikeys! I know, they only beat 
Kansas City and Carolina, but the 
played the Colts tight, and a toss-up 
of a schedule could see these onetime 
patsies improve to an impressive 4-2, 
or even more incredible 5-1, in a few 
weeks. Amazing what happens when 
your quarterback spends more time on 
his feet than on his rear end.

Nice to see Green Bay winning 
again. There’s no quarterback more 
fun to watch run around the fi eld like a 
Ritalin-deprived-seven-year-old than 
Brett Favre after he throws a touch-
down.

Lovie Smith has done a good, 
honorable job of standing beside his 
quarterback. It may be time to think 
about giving Rex a little bit of a sit-
down, however. Fool me once, shame 
on you. Fool me twice, shame on…. 
Shame on…. Shame on somebody 
else!

The Redskins are a mystery. I still 
think they should have lost to Philly, 

but it looks like they caught ‘em at the 
right time. The loss to New York was 
really a stinker, though. Three 3-and-
outs to start the second half, a defense 
that fi nally broke instead of bent, your 
star running back sitting on the side-
line at the most crucial period of the 
game, and a game ending series (1st 
and goal from the one!) that produced 
squat all must add up to a particularly 
nasty taste in the mouths of  ‘Skins 
fans. At least they’ll have an extra 
week to brush their teeth.

And last but not least, THIS is the 
guy Notre Dame chose to lead them 
out of the desert?! If I were Tyrone 

Wil l ingham, 
I don’t know 
if I’d be laughing to split my short-
pants or crying myself to sleep. Char-
lie Weis, a Belichick disciple, rode 
Willingham’s recruits to a 10-year, 
$40-million deal. Without those kids, 
check out the stinker he’s laid in South 
Bend so far this season: worst record 
ever, and the team isn’t even competi-
tive. Yuck. If Weis won’t give back the 
money, he should at least write Will-
ingham a thank you. Maybe send him 
a ham or something…

cuda24@yahoo.com

Shooting From the Lip
Seventh Inning Stretch

If you are among the lucky 
people to have a ticket to attend 
the Beijing games allow me to 
share with you some tips:

•Plan plenty of time to travel 
between venues due to the over-
whelming number of cars and 
people.

•Try the food but not the wa-
ter. Buy bottled water and stay 
hydrated in the very hot weath-
er.

• Barter in the markets as the 
initial price will be high, set for 
the foreign tourist.

• Enjoy family style meals if 
you eat Chinese.

• Forego your craving for 
chocolate desserts, diet soda and 
fi ne wine.

•Air conditioning (as we 
know it) is only in the western 
offi ces/hotels, so dress accord-
ingly.

• Purchase a fan, not just for 
coyness, you’ll need it to move 
the stifl ing air.

• Have cash, RMB or yuan. 
Credit cards are only for hotels 
&    tourist restaurants.

• Follow the rules carefully, 
rules are enforced and the locals 
are not risk takers.

• If you’re a smoker, you’re 
in luck, sharing a cigarette is 
seen as a sign of friendship.

• Read China Daily or watch 
CNN for world news to keep in 
touch with the outside world.

Beijing is a changing city. 
One has the impression Bei-

jing wants to be on the world 
stage, that they want to attract 
tourists and are delighted to see 
their businesses grow. The Chi-
nese are proud of their ancient 
heritage and loyal to their grow-
ing economy and government. 
They are impressed with power, 
position and size.  And they un-
derstand the value of patience, 
service to others and living mod-
estly.  

The next time I’m in Beijing, 
I feel I will surely see a changed 
city that is no longer under con-
struction.

 Dr Margaret New recently 
spent six days in Beijing as a del-
egate to the People to People Am-
bassador Delegation of Counsel-
ors to China and Mongolia. She 
is founder of The Middleburg 
Group offering coaching for 
leadership, career development 
and relationship building. 

Letter from 
Beijing
From Page 12
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Genie Ford

The Fall book season is dominated 
this year by some powerful fi ction 
and eye-opening nonfi ction. There 
are fewer Da Vinci Code clones 

and a lot more originality. 
Under Enemy Colors (Penguin Group 

USA) by  S. Thomas Russell sounds like it 
might be a modern-day war story, but it’s 
actually a sweeping novel set against the 
background of the French Revolution and 
involves a maritime mutiny. The details 
are authentic, the characters realistic and 
the plot is fast-paced and thrilling. This is 
a remarkable debut novel from a talented 
new author.

Away  (Random House) by Amy 
Bloom is the story of a young woman who 
loses her family in a Russian pogrom and 
comes to America alone, where she later 

learns that her daughter, Sophie, might 
be alive. Thus begins an odyssey that 
is a compelling tale of a mother’s love 
and determination. The book is also an 
extraordinary look at the America of the 
1920s, from coast to coast.

Loving Frank (Random House) by 
Nancy Horan falls into the murky category 
known as “the non-fi ction novel.” In this 
book, the author tells the story of the illicit 
affair of  Mamah Borthwick Cheney and 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Their story was a 
sensational scandal that ultimately ended 
in horrifying tragedy, but in this novel the 
author puts human fl esh on the bones of 
what many have already reported on and 
judged. The “other woman” is at last given 
some recognition as the highly intelligent, 
early feminist that she was.

The Sanctuary (Penguin Group USA) 
by Raymond Khoury is a thriller about a 

geneticist and a CIA agent on a dangerous 
search for a book that has a secret that could 
destroy the world. The tale begins in the 
Naples of 1750 and carries us into Baghdad, 
2003. Scary and exciting stuff.

The Great Man (Doubleday) by Kate 
Christensen is a novel about a famous artist 
known as the “Great Man” who turns out 
to have led a double life—two wives, one 
autistic son and twin daughters—who now 
have to sort out the complications that are 
revealed after the death of the Great Man. 
This is a lively and funny story about what 
happens when the truth comes out.

Giving: How Each of Us Can Change 
the World (Knopf) by Bill Clinton offers 
us the lesson that “almost everyone—
regardless of income, available time, age 
and skills—can do something useful for 
others, and in the process, strengthen the 
fabric of our shared humanity.” Our former 

president then goes on to offer examples of 
people who have done just that. He hopes to 
inspire all of us to give something back.

Well-Behaved Women Seldom Make 
History (Knopf) derives its title from a line 
in Pulitzer Prize-winning author Laurel 
Thatcher Ulrich’s 1976 book about the 
pious women of colonial New England. In 
the three decades since she penned those 
words, we’ve seen that phrase everywhere, 
but we might not now remember where it 
came from. With this new work, the author 
has turned her talent and insightful mind 
on women who did make history over the 
course of several centuries. She looks at the 
lives of women ranging from 15th-century 
writer Christine de Pizan to Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton to Virginia Woolf. None of these 
women can be said to have been well-
behaved—and they certainly made history. 
Ulrich gives them and others like them their 
due in this book.

These are just a few of the dozens of 
new books out this Fall. Also coming our 
way is Dead Heat, the latest from Dick 
Francis (assisted by his son, Felix), Run by 
Ann Patchett, Bridge of Sighs by Richard 
Russo, Blonde Faith by Walter Moseley, I 
am America (and So Can You!) by Stephen 
Colbert, Shakespeare: The World as Stage 
by Bill Bryson, and World Without End by 
Ken Follett. If any of these interest you, let 
us know and we’ll place an advance order 
for you.

Young adult readers have a big 
collection of series books to choose from, 
such as the Alex Rider Series (Penguin 
Group USA) by Anthony Horowitz, and 
the Warrior Series  (HarperCollins) by 
Erin Hunter. We also want to recommend 
the classic books by Madeleine L’Engle (A 
Swiftly Tilting Planet, A Wrinkle in Time, A 
Wind in the Door, Troubling a Star), who 
passed away recently at the age of 88. 
Her work, as the New York Times noted, 
“transcended both genre and generation.” 
In her long writing life, she wrote not just 
books, but poetry, plays, books on prayer 
and even an autobiography. She will be 
missed.

For our younger readers, there’s 
What-the-Dickens (Candlewick Press) 
by Gregory Maguire. The author, who’s 
made a name for himself by inventing the 
back story (Wicked, Confessions of an Ugly 
Stepsister) of major fairy tale characters, 
this time takes on tooth fairies.

The Three Snow Bears (Penguin 
Young Readers Group) is by one of our 
most beloved children’s authors, Jan Brett. 
This exquisite and endearing book tells a 
traditional story but in the context of Inuit 
life in the Arctic. Just lovely.

Puff the Magic Dragon (Sterling 
Publishing) is one of our most loved songs 
and now it is a charming book by Peter 
Yarrow (who wrote the song with Lenny 
Lipton). 

They have never allowed a picture 
book adaptation of the song, until now. The 
book includes a CD as well as beautiful 
illustrations.

Fall Into Books: Some Suggestions For Autumnal Reading
Exploring Books

Pastimes

Brussels sprouts to try this – they 
might be surprised!

Ingredients:

1 lb. Brussels sprouts

4 slices bacon (not maple 
or other fl avor)

1 tablespoon red wine or 
apple cider vinegar

1⁄2 teaspoon granulated, 
turbinado or brown sugar

1 tablespoon olive oil

Salt and pepper

1⁄4 cup crumbled bleu 
cheese

 
Preheat the oven to 350°. Trim 

the stem end of the Brussels sprouts 
and halve them each lengthwise.  
Toss the sprouts in 1 tablespoon of 
the olive oil and some salt and pep-
per.   Arrange them cut side down on 
a baking tray lined with aluminum 
foil (shiny side down).  Cook in the 
oven for 15 minutes.

Meanwhile, cook the bacon over 
medium-low heat to render the fat.  
When the bacon is crispy, remove 
from the pan and set aside to drain 
on a paper towel.   You should be left 
with about 2-3 tablespoons of bacon 
fat.  While the fat is still warm, pour 
it into a small mixing bowl, add the 
vinegar, sugar, salt and pepper and 
whisk to combine (I like to use my 
mini Aerolatte whisk for tasks such 
as these).  

Transfer the Brussels sprouts to 
a medium mixing bowl and toss with 
the vinaigrette.  Transfer to a serv-
ing dish and top with the crumbled 
reserved bacon and the bleu cheese.   
Serve immediately.  (If the sprouts sit 
too long in the vinegar they will be-
gin to lose their green color, although 
it will not affect the fl avor.  

Going 
Green 
for Good 
Health
From Page 18
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Lunge Line

Dr. Jennifer G. Barrett has joined 
Virginia Tech’s Marion duPont 
Scott Equine Medical Center as 
an assistant professor of equine 

surgery. In this tenure track appointment, 
Barrett will be utilizing the center’s newly 
constructed molecular research lab and di-
recting investigations into tendon and liga-
ment healing and repair.

She will also serve as a practicing 
surgeon at the hospital and as an instructor 
for the center’s veterinary and graduate stu-
dents. 

“Dr. Barrett is an expert in the area of 
tissue regeneration — specifically involving 
tendons, ligaments, and cartilage — and will 
be conducting research in that area,” said Dr. 
Nat White, Jean Ellen Shehan Professor and 
Director of the Marion duPont Scott Equine 
Medical Center. “We are pleased with the 
experience and enthusiasm that she brings 
to this new initiative and look forward to 
the discoveries that we can bring back to the 
hospital for direct application to these prob-
lems.” 

Prior to joining the equine medi-
cal center, Barrett, who earned a doctor of 
veterinary medicine degree from Cornell 
University, and a Ph.D. in molecular biol-

ogy from Yale University, conducted a resi-
dency in equine surgery at the University of 
Illinois’ Veterinary Teaching Hospital. She 
held a postdoctoral research position in the 
University of Wisconsin’s Comparative Or-
thopaedics Research Laboratory in Madison 
and completed an internship in equine medi-
cine and surgery at Rood and Riddle Equine 
Hospital in Lexington, Ky. 

Barrett was honored in 2006 with both 
the American Association of Equine Practi-
tioners’ Research Fellow Scholarship and the 
American College of Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Resident Research Presentation Award. Her 
work has been published in various presti-
gious scientific publications including the 
Journal of Orthopaedic Research, the Jour-
nal of Veterinary Internal Medicine and the 
Journal of Cell Biology, and she has lectured 
at several universities including the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Yale University. 

“I am excited about this position be-
cause it gives me an opportunity to perform 
research and practice in an area where there 
is a high population of performance horses. 
It is like bringing the lab right to the pa-
tients,” said Barrett. “I will be using what is 
currently known in molecular biology to de-
velop tissue engineering techniques to help 
treat problems that are important to both 
horses and people, including tendon injuries 
and osteoarthritis.” 

Virginia Tech’s Marion duPont Scott 
Equine Medical Center is a premier full-
service equine hospital located in Leesburg, 
Virginia, that offers advanced specialty care, 
24-hour emergency treatment and diagnos-
tic services for all ages and breeds of horses. 
One of three campuses that comprise the 
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine, the center’s team of 
equine specialists is committed to providing 
exceptional treatment to patients, superior 
service to clients and cutting-edge research 
to the equine industry

New Equine Medical Center 
Faculty Member to Focus 
on Molecular Research

Nathaniel A. White II, DVM, 
of Leesburg, Va., has been 
selected as the American 
Association of Equine 

Practitioners’ next vice president.  
Dr. White will ascend to the AAEP 
presidency in 2010. 

A board-certifi ed surgeon and 
a renowned researcher, Dr. White is 
the Jean Ellen Shehan Professor and 
director of the Marion duPont Scott 
Equine Medical Center at the Vir-
ginia-Maryland Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine.  He received 
his doctor of veterinary medicine 
(DVM) at Cornell University in 
1971. After completing an internship 
and residency in surgery at the Uni-
versity of California-Davis, he spent 
a year in practice before graduating 

with a master of science in pathology 
at Kansas State University in 1976.  

Dr. White has served on the fac-
ulty of Kansas State University, the 
University of Georgia and Virginia 
Tech. He was the Theodora Ayer 
Randolph Professor of Surgery as 
an eminent scholar at Virginia Tech 
from 1987 to 2003.  Dr. White also is 
an adjunct professor at the University 
of Maryland. 

Dr. White has a long history of 
active involvement in the AAEP.  He 
is currently the chair of the AAEP 
Foundation Advisory Committee, 
and is a past chair of the Student 
Relations Committee and a former 
member of the board of directors. Dr. 
White organized the Equine Research 
Summit in 2006 as part of the AAEP’s 

effort to highlight the need for equine 
research.  He was recognized for his 
contributions to the AAEP and the 
profession in 2004 when he received 
the AAEP Distinguished Service 
Award. 

The American Association of 
Equine Practitioners, headquartered 
in Lexington, Ky., was founded in 
1954 as a non-profi t organization ded-
icated to the health and welfare of the 
horse.  Currently, the AAEP reaches 
more than 5 million horse owners 
through its nearly 9,000 members 
worldwide and is actively involved in 
ethics issues, practice management, 
research and continuing education in 
the equine veterinary profession and 
horse industry.

Nat White Selected as AAEP Vice President From the four-foot regular working 
division for show ring veterans to 
the restricted pre-green for up-and-
coming talent, Hidden Hollow’s 

hunters garnered blue ribbons at the Lex-
ington National, Aug. 15-19, in Lexington 
Va.

Rachel Howell’s Sin City, a newcom-
er to Upperville’s Hidden Hollow, earned 
the prestigious regular working champion-
ship with professional rider Sandy Ferrell 
in the irons.

Howell of Clifton, Va., an attorney 
based in Washington, D.C., also guided 
Sin City, nicknamed Atti, a 9-year-old, 
Mecklenburg gelding, to top ribbons in the 
amateur-owner, 18-35, division later in the 
week. 

“This is my fi rst year in the 3’6” divi-
sions, and he’s really stepped up to the plate 
as my fi rst amateur owner horse,” Howell 
said. “All the natural obstacles that looked 
so beautiful for the working hunters were 
a bit intimidating when it came my turn to 
ride, but he’s so athletic and forgiving my 

nerves quickly went away.  I’ve lost track 
of the number of times I’ve counted my 
blessings for lucking into such an amazing 
horse.  He’s the horse of a lifetime for me.”

The Gentleman, a 6-year-old Hanove-
rian, owned by Terri Wheeler of Bluemont, 
Va., is well on his way to joining Atti in the 
big leagues as he secured his third champi-
onship of the year in the pre-greens, sweep-
ing the division with the blue ribbon in each 
of the three classes.

The black gelding also carried 
Wheeler to fi rst- and third-place ribbons in 
the adult amateur, 46 and over, division.

Terri earned ribbons in three out of 
four classes,.        

Other Hidden Hollow hunters who 
excelled in Lexington included: Lemieux 
and Charlotte Tate of Upperville, Va., who 
earned top ribbons in the children’s, 14 
and under, division; Kate Spade and Sarah 
Chovnick of  Middleburg, Va., in the large 
junior, 16-17, division; and Honest Acclaim 
and Edward “Bert” Harrell of Middleburg, 
Va., in the open hunter division.

Hidden Hollow Hunters 
Take Charge At Lexington

Annual Thoroughbred 
Yearling Auction

The 16th Annual Thoroughbred Year-
ling Auction will take place Sunday, October 
14, 2007 at Middleburg’s MARE Center.

 The MARE Center raises yearlings as a 
vital part of its research efforts to better under-
stand the relationships between nutrition and 
healthy development in the growing horse, 
improved reproduction in the mare, and opti-
mal performance in the athletic horse. 

As we approach our 16th Annual Thor-
oughbred Yearling Auction we will once again 
offer these exceptional horses for sale.  All pro-
ceeds go directly to the MARE Center to con-
tinue research and breeding programs. 

Six stallions are represented in this 
year’s yearlings: BALL’S BLUFF, FRED 
ASTAIRE, KATAHDIN, MEADOW 
MONSTER, WAYNE COUNTY, and 
YARROW BRAE.  Previous yearlings sold at 
our auction have matured to show, hunt, and 
race both on the flat and over fences. MARE 
progeny have earned over $2 milion on the 

racetrack.  These animals have proven their 
versatility, whether by selection for speed or 
for sporting ability. 

This year the MARE Center yearlings 
are all being worked with under the guidance 
of renowned horse trainer, Red Revelle.  Basic 
handling and groundwork will be covered so 
the yearlings should be well prepared for the 
next step in their training.  

Sale day inspections start at 10:00 am; 
auction starts at 2:00 pm.

Contact Donna McDonald  for Yearling 
Auction information. 5527 Sullivan’s Mill 
Rd., Middleburg, VA 20117 Phone: (540) 
687-3521 ext 22 E-mail: dmcdo05@vt.edu

3rd Annual Equine Nutrition 
and Health Seminar

Horse owners and equine enthusiasts 
are invited to attend an educational seminar on 
Managing Healthy Growth and Development 
in Young Horses on Friday, October 19, 2007 
at the Middleburg Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center in Middleburg, VA (MARE 

Center, Fauquier County).  Registration will 
begin at 8:30 am, with the program running 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and including lunch.  
The event is coordinated by Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension and the MARE Center with ad-
ditional support from the WALTHAM Centre 
for Pet Nutrition and the Virginia Horse Indus-
try Board.

To ensure adequate meal and handout 
arrangements, pre-registration by October 
12, 2007 is requested.  Please pre-register by 
contacting Shea Porr at 540-687-3521 ext 
27/cporr@vt.edu or Rita Rollison at 540-687-
3521 ext 10/rbrady@vt.edu. 

If you are a person with a disability and 
desire any assistive devices, services or other 
accommodations to participate in this activity, 
please contact Shea Porr at 540-687-3521, ext 
27 during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. to discuss accommodations at least five 
days prior to the event.  

Contact Dr. Shea Porr  for information 
about the Educational Seminar Phone: (540) 
687-3521 ext 27. E-mail: cporr@vt.edu

Fall Events at Middleburg’s MARE Center

Once again, the International 
Gold Cup will feature the 
Junior Field Master Chase.  
Trophies will be presented to 

riders in divisions for small and large 
ponies and junior horses.

A long-standing Virginia tradi-
tion, the Junior Field Master Chase 
gives young riders a chance to dem-
onstrate their riding skills before large 
race crowds, an experience especially 
important to riders who may be plan-
ning to make race riding a career.  The 
chase, which at one time was strictly a 
fl at race, has been modifi ed to include 
3’ obstacles.

The Chase is open to junior riders 
on ponies or horses that are fi ve-years-
old and older and that have fairly hunt-

ed with any foxhunting or beagle pack 
or pony club.  Riders are to follow the 
Field Master at a hunting pace over a 
fl agged course not to exceed two miles 
and no less than one mile and one half, 
with obstacles no more than three feet 
in height.  

At a designated place, the Field 
Master will release the fi eld to race for 
the fi nish.  Riders must wear racing 
silks or appropriate hunting attire and a 
hard hat with chinstrap.  The races are 
run at catch weights and riders cannot 
have reached their 18th birthday as of 
Jan. 1, 2007.  

Participants must have the writ-
ten consent of their parents to compete.  
There will be a $500 award for the win-
ning Hunt Club, Beagle Club or Pony 

Club.
On Friday, September 28, Greg 

Ryan and Linden Wiseman will host 
a talk about the race with current and 
perspective junior fi eld master chase 
participants at their home.  The talk will 
begin at 6:30 pm and will take place at 
22359 Polecat Hill Road, Middleburg, 
VA.  Refreshments will be provided. 

Participants should contact Mari-
on Chungo to RSVP by emailing mc-
hungo@aol.com or calling (540) 253-
5253.

Entries will be accepted until Mon-
day, October 15 by the Central Entry 
Offi ce.  For more information, call the 
Central Entry Offi ce at 703-777-2575 
or contact Jim Lawrence, race day co-
ordinator, at 540-364-2420.

Junior Field Master Chase Entries

Fox Chase Farm, an events 
center in Middleburg, VA 
announced the winners of 
the second annual Timothy 

C. Hanley Fox Chase Horse Show 
Series.  The Hanley Memorial Horse 
Show Series is the first of its kind 
in Northern Virginia to award large 
cash prizes for low-level horse show 
competition.

Exhibitors and their horses 
competed in four out of the nine 
shows between January and Sep-
tember, 2007. Prize money was 
awarded to the overall highest point 
riders from first to sixth place, and 
to the top three trainers.

Top trainer awards included: 
First place, for the second year in 
a row, Fay Strasel winning $3,000, 
Second place is Victoria Hutcheson 

winning $1,500 and Third place of 
$700. Marti Bigley.  The trainers 
also received specially engraved 
imported Irish Cavan Crystal vases 
courtesy of The Irish Collection of 
Middleburg, Virginia.  The other top 
seven riders were awarded special 
trophies; they included Melynda 
Legg, Kristen Rodgers, Michael 
Bertozzi, Faith Fields, Debbie 
Seekford, Carol Eichner and Terri 
Young.

The scores for the top rid-
ers were so close they could not 
be determined until the end of the 
horse show, at 10:30 p.m.  Winners 
for the top rider awards were: 1st 
place overall rider Alivia Vannoy 
from Century Manor Farm winning 
$3,000, Piper Strasel from Sunnys 
Corner Farm was 2nd place this 

year winning $2,000, and 3rd place 
was Jordan Hutcheson from Misty 
Brae Farm winning $1,000.

Fourth place went to Sunnys 
Corner Farm’s Chelsea Beckner 
winning $500,  5th place was Merry 
Point Farm’s Mary Elizabeth Cordia 
winning $200, and in 6th place was 
Sunnys Corner Farm’s Carlee Sny-
der winning $100.

“What a great day for all the 
exhibitors and families”, says Mau-
reen Hanley, Director of Fox Chase 
Farm. “We are thrilled to be in our 
second season with such a popular 
horse show series!  Congratulations 
to all the winners for their countless 
hours of hard work and dedication 
to their sport and their horses!” 

Timothy C. Hanley Fox Chase  Horse 
Show Awards $12,000 Cash Prizes 
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It’s Your Business

Cap. Gerald Coffee (ret.) 
served in the United States 
Navy,  not the United States 
Air Force as was reported in 
the September issue.

Correction

Michele Stevens, 
Branch Manager for 
the Long & Foster 
Middleburg Sales 

Office, is proud to announce 
that Cindy Polk has been named 
Top Producer for July 2007 with 
over $4 million in sales.

Cindy Polk is a long time 
resident of Middleburg, having 
attended Hill School, Foxcroft 
School and The University of 
Virginia. Cindy specializes in 
horse properties and country 
homes. Her high ethical stan-
dards and hard work have made 
Cindy a top producing Realtor 
with the majority of her busi-
ness based on repeat clients and 
referrals.

Cindy Polk Joins 
Long & Foster Middleburg

Michele Stevens, 
Branch Manager for 
the Long & Foster 
Middleburg Sales 

Offi ce, is proud to announce that 
Scott Buzzelli has been named 
Top Producer for August 2007 
with nearly $2 million in sales. 

Scott Buzzelli has been ac-
tive in real estate in Northern 
Virginia for the past 12 years -
-beginning his real estate career 
as a land investor and small-
scale developer. Mr. Buzzelli’s 
real estate expertise extends to 
property development issues, 
fi nancing strategies, and zoning 
and conservation policy – all 
subjects of interest to clients 
seeking homes and land in rural 
Western Loudoun County.

Scott Buzzelli  
Named Top 
Producer

Middleburg Finan-
cial Corporation an-
nounced that James 
R. Treptow has been 

elected to its board of directors 
and to the board of its subsidiary, 
Middleburg Bank.  Mr. Treptow is 
Chairman and CEO of Magellan 
Resources Group, a Chantilly, Vir-
ginia company engaged in the de-
velopment, ownership and opera-
tion of alternative energy projects.  

“We are excited to have Jim 
Treptow join our Board,” said 
Joe Boling, chairman of the board 
and chief executive offi cer of 
Middleburg Financial Corpora-
tion.  “Jim is a highly successful 
executive with a long track record 
of creating and running profi table 
companies.  His business acumen 
and leadership skills will be a 
valuable addition to our board.”

Treptow and his family have 
resided in Fauquier County since 
1983. He has served on the boards 
of The Hill School and Wakefi eld 

School, The Upperville Horse 
Show and The Goose Creek Asso-
ciation.  He received a BBA degree 
in industrial management from the 
University of Texas at Austin.

James R. Treptow Elected 
to Board of Directors

Popular knitting yarn and 
needlework shop Hunt 
Country Yarns, a long-
time favorite of stitchers in 

the region who want a wide prod-
uct selection and knowledgeable 
sales assistance, has moved from 
Middleburg to a larger space in the 
nearby Fauquier County town of 
The Plains.

  According to shop owner Bob 
Kelly, the well-known and distinc-
tive “6 ft tall yarn guy” who has 
operated the business since 1997, 
“Our customers had been asking us 
to fi nd a larger space for some time, 
and I’m glad to have found it in The 
Plains, which is such an attractive 
location for a store like ours.  

“Our new space is light and 
bright, has lots of display area, a 
dedicated classroom, and a shady 
front porch so customers can sit 
and stitch and watch the town’s 
small world go by.”

“ Tourists know The Plains is 
a great place to stop for lunch or 
dinner and a stroll.  My existing 
customers, who come from Alex-
andria, Winchester, and Fairfax as 
well as the local hunt country, are 
thrilled to have on-street parking 
with no parking meters.” 

Hunt Country Yarns now has 
prime street-front space in a centu-
ry-old building in the heart of The 
Plains, at the intersection of Main 
Street (Route 55) and Old Tavern 
Road (Route 245). 

Kelly jokes that if his custom-
ers didn’t stop at the stop sign, 

“they’d be on the front porch.”
Hunt Country Yarns was 

founded in 1997 after store owner 
Kelly, who was taught to knit as a 
child by a maternal uncle, moved 
from California’s San Francisco 
Bay area to the Virginia horse 
country. 

“At that time,” says Kelly, 
“there were no local yarn shops in 
the rural area, and we opened in a 
small space to see if local stitchers 
would respond.” 

Hunt Country Yarns has been 
buzzing with activity ever since. 

“People are sometimes sur-
prised at fi rst to see a man behind 
the counter in a yarn shop,” Kelly 
adds, “but being able to offer qual-
ity stitching products and helpful 
knowledge is what really matters 
to them. Our store’s goal is to share 
our enthusiasm and to support our 

customers’ creativity, whether it’s 
in knitting, needlework, or spin-
ning. The yarn is the medium, and 
the fun is the message.”

By carrying both basic and 
designer yarns at a variety of price 
points, as well as needlepoint can-
vases and threads, and by being 
willing to special order from its 
vendors, Hunt Country Yarns has 
gained a reputation for being “the 
place to fi nd what you’re looking 
for” in the knitting community. 

“Good wool never goes out of 
style, and the store offers that and 
more,” Kelly promises. He says the 
shop will include even more special 
surprises from some of his favorite 
suppliers in the coming months.  
“As soon as fall is in the air,” ac-
cording to Kelly, “a knitter’s fi n-
gers start to twitch. We have what 
they’re looking for.” 

Popular Virginia Yarn Shop Moves to Larger 
Space in a Smaller Town, The Plains

O atlands has  long 
been known as  an 
exquis i te  s i te  for 
weddings.   From 

the lovely gardens to  the his-
tor ic  Oat lands’ mansion to 
the Carr iage House,  br ides 
and wedding par t ies  have 
discovered that  Oat lands 
is  the perfect  set t ing for 
breathtaking wedding pho-
tos  and the exchanging of 
vows.   Now, from Novem-
ber  16 to  December 30, 
Oat lands is  offer ing a  rare 
opportuni ty  for  small  wed-
ding par t ies  of  40,  or  fewer, 
guests  to  hold their  wedding 
and/or  recept ion inside the 

Oat lands mansion. 
“This  is  a  gorgeous 

venue for  a  small  wedding 
par ty  and wil l  make a  t ru-
ly  unique wedding,”  s ta tes 
Kather ine Farley,  Oat lands 
events  manager.   “The 
house wil l  be spectacular ly 
decorated for  the hol idays,” 
Far ley adds.

In addi t ion,  Oat lands 
has  just  opened a  dis-
play of  wedding gowns in 
the northeast  bedroom of 
the mansion.   Four  of  the 
gowns were recent ly  donat-
ed to  Oat lands and include 
a  sat in  and beaded gown 
from the 1930s;  a  high-

necked organza gown from 
the la te  1960s;  a  lacy Pris-
ci l la  of  Boston gown from 
the ear ly  1970s;  the f i f th 
gown on display belonged 
to  Margaret  Eust is  Finley, 
one of  the two women who 
donated Oat lands to  the 
Nat ional  Trust  for  Histor ic 
Preservat ion “This  exhibi t 
offers  a  great  gl impse into 
the ever  changing wedding 
s tyles ,”  s ta tes  El izabeth Si-
mon,  manager  of  Oat lands 
col lect ions. 

 The gowns are  on dis-
play through November 16.

Wedding Bells are Ringing at Oatlands
Bridal Gowns on Display & Mansion Open for Holiday Weddings

W hether you wish 
a sip, a sample or 
a leisurely glass 
of the newest, 

rarest, most delicious wines 
you can imagine, you’ll 
want to stop by The Tasting 
Room, Middleburg’s new-
est asset in the area’s rap-
idly evolving reputation as a 
wine destination.

Managed by Sean Mar-
tin, the elegantly seductive 
space features an enomatic 
wine butler that protects 
each vintage and serves pre-
cisely the amount of tasty 
beverage the customer de-
sires.  

Rachel Martin, execu-
tive vice president of Box-
wood Winery who helped 
design The Tasting Room is 
certain the Middleburg cli-
entele will appreciate the 
new shop and the very mod-
ern service.  

“Whether we’re serving 
a Montrachet, a Margaux or 
one of our Boxwood vin-
tages, each glass served by 
the enomatic will be per-
fectly conditioned.  We look 
forward to serving our lo-
cal customers and wine af-
ficianados from around the 
world.

The Tasting Room is 
open Thursday through Sat-
urday from from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

The Tasting Room Opens 
to Rave Reviews in Middleburg
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It’s Your Business

Middleburg’s J.R. 
Snider, Ltd. 
Plumbing and 
Electrical Services 

has been recognized as number 
one in customer satisfaction 
by Nexstar Networks, a global 
“best practices” organization 
with over four hundred mem-
bers worldwide.  In the recent 
survey, companies were ranked 
by revenue category, as well as 
overall against the entire Nex-
star membership.

Ranked number one in its 
revenue category, J.R. Snider, 

Ltd. garnered an impressive 
twelfth overall when compared 
to the entire Nexstar member-
ship.  Small, one truck opera-
tions to mega companies with 
over one hundred trucks and 
revenues in excess of forty mil-
lion dollars comprise Nexstar’s 
global membership.

“As owner of J.R. Snider, 
Ltd Plumbing and Electrical, I 
am very excited about this rec-
ognition.  We have diligently 
worked toward providing an 
exceptional level of service to 
meet or exceed our customer’s 

highest expectations for over 24 
years.  It was a tough fi eld be-
cause we had to compete with 
some very well run companies 
in our region and nationally.”

J.R. Snider, Ltd Plumb-
ing and Electrical has been in 
business for 24 years sevic-
ing Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince 
William, Warren, Clarke and 
Frederick Counties.  For more 
information call 540-687-5232 
or 877-JRSNIDER.

J.R. Snider, Ltd.  Recognized for Best Practices

R obert Lauten, 
President  of 
Lauten Con-
struct ion Co. , 

in  Purcel lvi l le ,  a t tended 
a  2-day Green Building 
for  Bui lding Profession-
als  Seminar  sponsored by 
the Nat ional  Associat ion 
of  Home Builders  on Au-
gust  18 and 19th,  2007.  
The course covered the 
NAHB’s Model  Green 
Home Building Guide-
l ines ,  recent ly  adopted 
by NVBIA as  the indus-
t ry’s  formal  green bui ld-
ing program.

The class  focused on 
how green homes pro-
vide buyers  lower main-
tenance,  bet ter  indoor  a i r 
qual i ty  and bet ter  long-
term value.   Techniques 
also discussed were com-
pet i t ively different ia t ing 
your  home products  with 
increased indoor  envi-
ronmental  qual i ty  as  wel l 
as  energy and resource 
eff ic iency.

For  more information 
contact  us  a t  540-338-
5341 or  www.lautencon-
struct ion.com.

Lauten Construction 
Going Green

Middleburg in many years. 
Fearing for the lives of 

the trees, and noting that large 
trees enjoy legal protection in 
Middleburg, Bolton said she had 
discovered that it was being done 
to eliminate “fl ocks of Starlings 
that were roosting in them.”

While searching in vain for 
the Starling masses, or messes, 
Bolton said she found herself “in 
the middle” of what she thought 
was a “shoot-out.” Instead, she 
continued, it turned out to be “an 
unannounced attempt to shoot 
rockets in the air to frighten off 
the fl ocks of birds.”

Gunfi re?
Middleburg’s Sue Lyman 

told council she had encountered 
a similar episode while she and 
her son were walking her dogs.  
Mother, son, and dogs, she said, 
were startled by what she fi rst be-
lieved were the explosion of old 
fi reworks, left over from the 4th of 
July.  Later, she said, “she learned 
that the sound more likely result-
ed from the shootings of starlings 
. . . .“  Lyman became even more 
concerned, she reported, when 
she was told that the shooting was 
“done by the police under instruc-
tions from the Town Council.”

Chief Webber
By the time Middleburg’s 

Police Chief, Steve Webber, rose 
to speak to the issue, citizens and 
Council Members had spoken at 
some length about the evolution-
ary roots of the annual fl ocking 
urge, the dangers and inconve-
nience of starling droppings, the 
need for warning citizens before 
setting off explosions, the town’s 
tree-protection ordinances, gun 
laws, avian fl u, the insect-eat-

ing capacity of Starlings, and the 
town’s legal responsibilities, or 
lack of them, as a  “bird sanctu-
ary.”   

(One of the session’s high-
lights for the history-minded was 
Council Member Trowbridge Lit-
tleton’s story of the bird-santuary 
declaration, enacted, he thought, 
some time after World War II, in 
an effort to discourage avid dove 
hunters from double-barrelled hot 
pursuit of their prey from near-
by cornfi elds into streets of the 
town.)

Chief Webber, it appears, is 
not only a veteran Marine and law 
enforcement offi cer, but a veteran 
of the Leesburg Police Depart-
ment’s decades-long, ongoing, 
and internationally reported effort 
to drive off annoying fl ocks of 
vultures from their favorite roost-
ing places in the County Seat.

Because of his experience 
with the Leesburg vulture prob-
lem, Webber said he was well 
aware of legal restrictions, Fed-
eral and state guidelines, and the 
practical impact of any number of 
approaches to getting fl ocks of an-
noying birds to “move along.”

“Search and Annoy”
Webber quietly assured all 

those attending the meeting that 
no Middleburg Police offi cer had 
ever fi red on Starlings, or had ever 
been ordered to fi re on Starlings, 
by the Town Staff, by any member 
of the Town Council, or by him.

All his offi cers, Webber said, 
had been alerted to be on watch 
for annoyingly large fl ocks of 
Starlings or other birds roosting 
in Middleburg, and all carried in 
their trunks of their police cars, 
noisemakers, similar to track-
meet starter pistols, meeting all 

Federal standards for the humane 
displacement of the glossy-winged 
creatures.

Mayor Betsy Davis brought 
the lengthy, good-natured, but se-
rious discussion to a close by or-
dering the Town staff to study the 
matter, and submit recommenda-
tions for review and approval by 
Council as soon as possible.

Many, if not all the civilians 
in attendance appeared to agree 
that by the time the studies were 
complete, the bulk of the town’s 
Starlings may well have taken 
their business to a beach some-
where well south of Middleburg.

Flocks of Cash 
More signs of Salamander 

Hospitality’s long-debated and 
much anticipated positive impact 
on the Town’s fi nances appeared 
this month in the form of two 
checks from the corporation made 
out to the Town of Middleburg.  

One check, an elective cash 
pre-payment of water and sewer 
hook-up fees for the 49 yet-to-be-
constructed houses now permitted 
on Salamander-owned property, 
totaled  $931,000.  

Town Administrator Shiro 
also reported that the corporation 
had issued another check, for “ap-
proximately $72,000”, in payment 
of its required share of bonding 
for the Salamander site plan.

At Schiro’s request, council 
also authorized the Town Ad-
ministrator to move forward on 
the collection of a $50,000 prof-
fer from Salamander, linked to 
the improvement of the Foxcroft 
Road intersection.

The August Treasurer’s Re-
port added further good news, 
credited to the impact of new 
taxes, fi nes and fees levied by 

Council as part of its fi nancial re-
form package.  Meals-tax receipts 
through August were up nearly 
51% compared to fi scal year 
2006/2007. New revenue from 
cigarette taxes, roughly $8,000 in 
just two months, also helped drive 
the Town’s combined on-hand 
cash balances, as of the end of 
August, to nearly $700,000.

The August cash balance, 
coupled with Salamander’s pre-
payment of its water and sewer 
hook-up fees, put the Town in a 
strong enough cash position for 
Schiro to be able, for the fi rst time 
in his tenure as Town Administer,  
to confi dently recommend the dis-
placement of a part of the Town’s 
on-hand, bill-and-salary-paying 
cash reserves “to higher interest 
bearing accounts.” 

The news brought smiles, and 
even a smattering of applause to 
the Council Chamber.

County Takeover of Town 
Water and Sewer System

As part of the response to the 
fi nancial crisis that greeted his 
fi rst months as Town Administra-
tor, Jerry Schiro had recommend-
ed, and the Council approved, a 
study of the feasibility of having 
Loudoun County take over the 
day to day operations and admin-
istration of Middleburg’s water 
and sewer department.

On Thursday, Schiro formally 
announced that the County had 
agreed to a one year trial of the ar-
rangement.

If the trial is successful, all 
current members of the Mid-
dleburg’s water and sewer ad-
ministration team will become 
County employees, the Town of 
Middleburg will save money, and 
water-and-sewer system 

“We were so pleased when they de-
cided to name the annual walk after my 
mom, “ Lizanne said.  “She was a great 
lady, everyone who knew her loved her, 
and she fought her breast cancer so val-
iantly.”

With the help of Karen and Patricia 
Jarvis who chairs the fund, the organiza-
tion paid a remarkable tribute to Nanette 
and Cheryl by raising over $50,000 dur-
ing their fi rst annual walk.  

Some of the funds were used to 
bring digital mammogram equipment 
to Middleburg to schedule these high-
resolution mammograms to 20 women 
from the area at absolutely no cost.  
These mammograms are essential for 
women who have what are called “dense 
breasts,” and cannot be effectively 
screened for breast cancer using tradi-
tional scanning equipment.

“Giving these digital screenings 
was a perfect kick-off to our “Don’t be 
Dense” campaign to educate women in 

our area about the importance of under-
standing how many ways there are to fi nd 
tumors,” said Jarvis.  “We’re determined 
that women in our area will be well-
educated, confi dent and well-informed 
about their risks and their status.”

Well known and widely respected 
as a civic leader, Nanette would have 
been proud and intensely grateful to ev-
eryone who participated in the walk that 
honors her according to her daughter.

“The last time I talked to Nanette,” 
said Dr. John Cook, her friend and doc-
tor, she was comforting me.  “It was a 
good fi ght, she said. 

If she had questions about the value 
of her valiant fi ght with breast cancer, no 
one could wonder now.  With the unqual-
ifi ed success of the fi rst Nanette’s Walk, 
the Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund 
is well on its way to achieving the lon-
ger-term goal of raising $300,000 to help 
local families in their struggle with the 
omnipresent disease and to contribute to 

cancer research.
“It’s a truly amazing group of dedi-

cated leaders,” Atkins, who retired as 
president of BBJ Environmental Tech-
nology in Maryland.  “They are totally 
committed to make a real difference in 
this fi ght, and when they make up their 
minds to do something, believe me, it 
gets done.”

Clearly grateful to Krei and the 
Piedmont Community Foundation for 
their invaluable assistance, Atkins hopes 
that by focusing on the local community, 
the initiative will make an important dif-
ference.

“ It is truly heartwarming to have 
the help of people like Mary Lee at 
Middleburg Bank who, with no guid-
ance from us, raised $700 for the walk 
from her friends and colleagues.  So 
many others were equally generous, and 
we are intensely grateful to them all.”

Nanette and Cheryl
From Page 1

Murmuration
From Page 1

With new engineering draw-
ings in hand by lunchtime, the Snyder 
plumbers had the domestic water line 
temporarily repaired by early Monday 
afternoon. 

By early afternoon, Patriot Devel-
opment Company had the building foot-
ings exposed so they could be inspect-
ed. No damage to the foundation walls 
or footings was found. A simultaneous 
electrical inspection found no damage 
to the building electrical system. 

All of the above information was 
presented to the Fire Marshal late Mon-
day afternoon. He determined that, so 
long as there was no smoking in the 
building and a fi re watch was continued 
until the building fi re suppression sys-
tem was repaired and tested, the build-
ing could be re-occupied. 

At 5 PM Monday, 57 hours after 
the disaster (and only two nights away 
from home), all residents re-occupied 
their homes.

Special Thanks and Commenda-
tions go to TM Associates (Valeria 
Rhodes, Willy Collins, Dave Kimelb-
latt, and Lester Severe); Middleburg 
Volunteer Fire Department;

Middleburg Water Department 
(Gary Garrett); Middleburg Police De-
partment (Chief Steve Webber); Ameri-
can Red Cross Disaster Team (Loudoun 
Chapter); Snider Plumbing; Patriot 
Development Company; Geo-Design 
(Mohammad Abu-Kassim);

Bury Partners (Darin Mullen);  
Loudoun County Fire Marshal (Roger 
Wright);

Loudoun County Building and De-
velopment Offi ce (Vicki Tipling—Fire 

Protection Plan Review).
Joe Boling, President of the Windy 

Hill Foundation said, “It is both reas-
suring and humbling to see how well 
things can still work in America when 
we all pull together as neighbors.”

Water Main 
Break 
From Page 6
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Parents & Progeny

The Thomas and Evelyn 
Orme Learning Cen-
ter (TEOLC) located at 
14001 Harpers Ferry Road 

(Route 671) on Grandale Farm is 
sponsoring the formation of a 4-H 
Community Club in the Hillsboro-
Neersville-Loudoun Heights area.  

The club will be called the Hill-
sboro Community Club.  Thomas 
Orme will serve as one of the adult 
leaders and a second adult leader is 

being sought.  The club will meet 
monthly in the Assembly Hall of 
Grandale Farm Restaurant with 
dues set at $60/year

An organizational meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 5 at 7:30 pm.  The first meeting 
of the club will take place on Tues-
day, October 23 at 7:30 pm.

 The club will support all 
project areas offered to individual 
members using 4-H materials pro-

vided by the County Extension 
Service.  Three project areas will 
be promoted as specialties of TE-
OLC.  They include Country Cook-
ing for Kids, Marine Biology and 
Photography.

 If you are interested in join-
ing the Hillsboro 4-H Club please 
plan to attend the organizational 
meeting on September 5 or send an 
email describing your interests to 
tom@grandalefarm.com.

NEW 4-H PROGRAM 
IN HILLSBORO

S c h o o l s  h o p e  t o  i n v i t e 
f o r m e r  g r a d u a t e s  t o 
s e r v e  o n  b o a r d s  a n d 
a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s 

b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a  v a l u -
a b l e ,  f i r s t - h a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t a l e n t  a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s

B u t  d a y  c a r e  &  d e v e l -
o p m e n t  c e n t e r s  l i k e  P i e d -
m o n t  C h i l d  C a r e  C e n t e r  i n 
U p p e r v i l l e  h a v e  t o  b e  v e r y 
p a t i e n t  a b o u t  e x t e n d i n g  i n -
v i t a t i o n s  t o  f o r m e r  g r a d u -
a t e s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s 
t y p i c a l l y  “ g r a d u a t e ”  a t  a g e 
f i v e .

R e c e n t l y,  P i e d m o n t  C h i l d 
C a r e  C e n t e r  a n n o u n c e d  w i t h 
g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  C h a r l e s 
E l l i s o n  o f  M i l l w o o d ,  a  f i -
n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r  w i t h  M o r -
g a n  S t a n l e y,  h a s  b e c o m e 
t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  “ g r a d u a t e ”  t o 

e v e r  j o i n  t h e  s c h o o l ’s  B o a r d 
o f  D i r e c t o r s .

C h a r l e s  j o i n s  a  d e d i c a t -
e d ,  c o m m u n i t y  b o a r d  t o  a s -
s i s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  P C C C 
s t a f f  t h a t ,  s i n c e  1 9 8 4 ,  h a s 
p r o v i d e d  a  d i v e r s e ,  c o n s i s -
t e n t  a n d  s a f e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i -
r o n m e n t  t h a t  n u r t u r e s  a n d 
e n h a n c e s  t h e  u n i q u e  d e v e l -
o p m e n t  o f  n e a r l y  8 0  c h i l -
d r e n .

A l i c e  D u g g a n ,  D i r e c t o r 
o f  P C C C ,  a n d  M i s s y  R o s s , 
t h e  “ B l u e  R o o m ”  Te a c h e r , 
h a v e  b e e n  a t  P C C C  s i n c e  t h e 
s c h o o l ’s  d o o r s  f i r s t  o p e n e d 
a n d  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  w e l c o m e 
“ l i t t l e ”  C h a r l e s  w h e n  h e 
f i r s t  e n r o l l e d .

“ I t ’s  s u c h  a  p l e a s u r e  t o 
c o m e  b a c k  t o  P i e d m o n t  t o 
a s s i s t  a s  a  B o a r d  m e m b e r ” 
s a y s  C h a r l e s .  “ P i e d m o n t ’s 
l o c a t i o n  h a s  c h a n g e d  a n d 
t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  g r o w n ,  b u t 
t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e ,  A l i c e  a n d 
M i s s y,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  b i g -
g e r  s t a f f ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  f o s -
t e r  P i e d m o n t ’s  u n i q u e  v a l -
u e s  a n d  b e l i e f s .  P i e d m o n t  i s 
t r u l y  a  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  f o r  t h e 
s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t s  t e a c h -
e r s  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y 
m o m e n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  a  t e a c h a b l e 
m o m e n t .  I  a m  e x c i t e d  a b o u t 
h e l p i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  c o n t i n u e 
t o  p u r s u e  i t s  m i s s i o n . ”

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a -
t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  w w w. p i e d -
m o n t c h i l d c a r e . o r g .

Piedmont Child Care 
Center Adds Former 
Graduate to Board

E v e r y  t w o  s e c o n d s 
s o m e o n e  i n  t h e 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n e e d s 
a  b l o o d  t r a n s f u -

s i o n .   O n e  d a y,  i t  c o u l d  v e r y 
e a s i l y  b e  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e 
y o u  k n o w !  T h a t ’s  o n e  o f 
t h e  m a n y  r e a s o n s  F o x c r o f t 
S c h o o l ’s  D a y  S t u d e n t s  s p o n -
s o r  t h r e e  b l o o d  d r i v e s  e a c h 
s c h o o l  y e a r .   T h e  f i r s t  w i l l 

t a k e  p l a c e  M o n d a y,  O c t o -
b e r  1 5 .   D a y  S t u d e n t  l e a d e r s 
S a l l i e  D u m o n t  a n d  L a u r e n 
F i n k b i n e r  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  p a r -
t i c i p a t e .

D u m o n t ,  a  s e n i o r  f r o m 
M i d d l e b u r g ,   a n d  F i n k b i n e r , 
a  j u n i o r  f r o m  P u r c e l l v i l l e , 
l e a d  t h e  c r e w  o f  l o c a l  s t u -
d e n t s  w h o  a r e  r e c r u i t i n g  d o -
n o r s  a n d  w h o w i l l  b e  o n  h a n d 

t o  w e l c o m e  t h e m  t o  F o x -
H o u n d  A u d i t o r i u m  i n  F o x -
c r o f t ’s  S c h o o l h o u s e  f r o m 
1  p . m .  t o  7  p . m .  o n  O c t o -
b e r  1 5 .  G i v i n g  b l o o d  t a k e s 
l e s s  t h a n  a n  h o u r ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
w h e n  y o u  m a k e  a n  a p p o i n t -
m e n t   - -  b y  c a l l i n g  5 4 0 - 6 8 7 -
4 3 2 2  o r  e m a i l i n g  b l a m o n d @
f o x c r o f t . o r g r

Foxcroft Day Students’ 
Blood Drive

F oxcroft  School  senior 
s tandout  Chelsy Coil 
of  Middleburg,  VA, has 
made a  verbal  com-

mitment  to  accept  an athlet ic 
scholarship to  play f ie ld  hock-
ey next  year  a t  Michigan State 
Universi ty,  director  of  Col-
lege Counsel ing Paul  Horgan 
Wednesday.

Coil ,  who is  co-captain 
and a  four-year  veteran mem-
ber  of  Foxcroft’s  very suc-
cessful  f ie ld  hockey team, was 
named Loudoun Extra  Field 
Hockey Player  of  the Year  and 
Second Team All-Met  las t  fa l l 
by the Washington Post .  She 
also earned All-Independent 
School  League honors  f rom 
the coaches of  that  prest igious 
Washington,  D.C.-area confer-

ence af ter  she scored nine of 
Foxcroft’s  22 goals  and added 
four  ass is ts  to  help the team to 
a  9-5-2 record.

A three-sport  a thlete ,  Coi l 
is  a  quick,  versat i le  player  and 
was recrui ted by a  number of 
Divis ion I  univers i t ies ,  in-
cluding Kent  State  Universi ty, 
where her  older  s is ter,  Jessi 
(Foxcroft  Class  of  2006) ,  has 
been a  key player  for  the past 
two fal ls .  The gir ls  are  the 
daughters  of  Bruce and Nan 
Coil  of  Middleburg.

Michigan State  has  one of 
the top f ie ld  hockey programs 
in  the country.  The squad was 
ranked fourth nat ional ly  af ter 
get t ing off  to  a  6-0 record to 
s tar t  this  year. 

Foxcroft Star to Play Big10 Field Hockey

W h a t  i s  a  t y p i c a l 
d a y  a t  F o x c r o f t 
S c h o o l  r e a l l y 
l i k e ?  P r o s p e c t i v e 

d a y  a n d  b o a r d i n g  s t u d e n t s 
a l i k e  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  f i n d 
o u t  a t  a n y  o f  f o u r  u p c o m i n g 
D a y  F e s t i v a l s  b e i n g  h o s t e d 
b y  t h e  a l l - g i r l s  p r e p a r a t o r y 
s c h o o l  i n  M i d d l e b u r g ,  VA . 
T h e  f i r s t  f e s t i v a l  i s  s c h e d -
u l e d  f o r  M o n d a y,  O c t .  8 . 

F o x c r o f t ’s  D a y  F e s -
t i v a l s  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
p a r e n t s  a  t h o r o u g h  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e 
S c h o o l .  E a c h  v i s i t i n g  g i r l  i s 

p a i r e d  w i t h  a  s t u d e n t - h o s t -
e s s ,  w i t h  w h o m  s h e  a t t e n d s 
c l a s s e s ,  M o r n i n g  M e e t i n g 
a n d  m e a l s .  P r o s p e c t i v e  s t u -
d e n t s  a l s o  g e t  a n  o p p o r t u -
n i t y  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a t  a 
n o - a d u l t s - a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t 
p a n e l .  P a r e n t s  a t t e n d  M o r n -
i n g  M e e t i n g ,  a  p a n e l  w i t h 
F o x c r o f t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d 
c l a s s e s .  To u r s  o f  t h e  c a m -
p u s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  h e l d 
f o r  b o t h  s t u d e n t  a n d  p a r -
e n t s .  A s t a b l e  v i s i t  i s  a v a i l -
a b l e  f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
F o x c r o f t ’s  o u t s t a n d i n g  r i d -
i n g  p r o g r a m .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  O c t .  1 0 , 
f e s t i v a l s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  F r i -
d a y,  N o v.  2 ;  F r i d a y,  D e c . 
7 ,  a n d  M o n d a y,  J a n .  1 4 .  I n -
t e r e s t e d  f a m i l i e s  a r e  u r g e d 
t o  c a l l  5 4 0 . 6 8 7 . 4 3 4 0  o r  t o 
v i s i t  w w w. f o x c r o f t . o r g  t o 
m a k e  a  r e s e r v a t i o n .  S p a c e 
i s  l i m i t e d  a n d  i s  o n l y  a v a i l -
a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s  p l a n n i n g  t o 
a p p l y  f o r  t h e  2 0 0 7 - 0 8  a c a -
d e m i c  y e a r .  F o r  t h o s e  w h o 
c a n n o t  a t t e n d  a n y  o f  t h e s e 
f e s t i v a l s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  v i s i t s 
m a y  b e  a r r a n g e d .

Foxcroft Hosts Day Festivals for 
Prospective Students 

Notre Dame’s Academy 
Soccer reached the semi 
finals at the Virginia Epis-
copal 7th annual 7 Hills 

Tournament.
The Dragons bested Carlisle 

2- 0 to reach the semi-final round 
before they lost a tough match to a 
determined North Cross Academy 0 
-1.

Two Notre Dame Academy 
Players were honored:  Seniors Joe 

Peluso and Bung ju Lee were select-
ed to the All-Tournament Team for 
their outstanding play.  During the 
tournament, Peluso notched his 6th 
goal of the season, while Lee con-
nected on his second.

Notre Dame Academy Soccer 
Team Reaches Semi-Finals

Mrs. Carolyn Gallagher, the 1st Grade teacher at St. John the Evan-
gelist Catholic School in Warrenton received the St. John the Evan-
gelist Award on Friday, September 7th during the first Principal’s Re-
ception of the school year.  Mr. Ed Hoffman, Principal of St. John, 
presented the award to Mrs. Gallagher, in recognition of her 32 years 
of service and dedication to the students of St. John, in front of many 
of the school’s faculty, staff, PTO and parents.

On Monday, September 17th, Mr. Ed Hoffman, Principal of St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic School announced the winner of the PTO spon-
sored Art Competition.  The winners of the Art Competition will have 
their drawings published in the PTO-sponsored student directory.  
The competition included two groups (Middle School and 3rd Grade 
- 5th Grade).  Each group had a winner and a runner-up. The 3rd-5th 
winner and runner up each won a collection of 5 Statehood Quarters 
and a piggy bank from The Fauquier Bank.  The Middle School winner 
and runner up each won a gift certificate to our local Coldstone 
Creamery and Jerry’s Subs & Pizza, respectively.  The Middle School win-
ner is Emma Wiberg and the Runner Up is Madison Dwyer.  The 3rd - 5th 
Grade winner is Katy Turbitt and the Runner Up is Sydney Baker.  Also 
in the picture are Principal of St. John the Evangelist, Mr. Ed Hoffman 
and President of the PTO, Carmen Garcia.
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Faces & Places
Friendraiser for Karen Schultz
Middleburg VA, September 17, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Loudoun Museum Gala
Leesburg VA, September 8 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Karen Schultz and Bundles Murdock

Debbie McLaughlin and Mike Morency

Betsy Davis and Eileen Hackman Bundles Murdock and Malcom Matheson

Barbara Payn, Karen McQuaid and Liz Whiting

Jim & Julie Hildbold

Jim Sisley, Nan Flock and Barry McManus

Chris & Amanda Kuruc and Alex Diedhiou
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Faces & Places
Windy Hill Fashion Show
Middleburg VA, September 12, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard and Kim Shelly

8. Melissa Buckley, Jennifer Richards and Lisa Iantolsca

Betty Langenberg, Magriet Langenbert,
Betsy Manierre

9. Dana Volkert and Ali Pejacsevich

Tencha Gilpen, Carolyn Smith and Anne McLeod

The Boy’s TableLang Washburn, Helen Wiley and Judy Washburn

5. Ruth Szechenyi, Carol O’Malley, Janet Danker, Tara Wegdam and Tutti Perricone

Sandy Atkins and Judy Casey

Genie Ford, Janie Stocktono, Lisa White, Pat Daly and Beth Ann Mascatello Mary Jo Jackson
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The Cherry Blossum Fund Kick-off Barbeque
Middleburg VA, September 14, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Faces & Places

George White and Henry Long

Lizanne Driskoll and Walker White

Howard Armfield, Joe Boling, Gloria Armfield and Andrew Stiffler

Holly & Tony Hudimac

Sandy Atkins, Dick Stokes, Ellen Waterman, Jim Atkins, Barbara Augenblick and Jim Wilson Tutti Perricone and Karen Krei Mary Ann Dodson

Judy Washburn and Judy Casey Jim Atkins

Ellen Waterman, Keith Hutchison and Helen Wiley Victor duPont and Lang Washburn

Mary Looney and Mary Jo Jackson Ann McLeod “Miss Pig” and Friends
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Faces & Places
Nanette’s Walk
Middleburg VA, September 15, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard
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Thing to Do
SKY MEADOWS STATE PARK

Saturday, October 6
Civilians in the Civil War between 11:00 AM and 5:00 PM.  

Watch and talk with history interpreters of the Frederick Ladies’ 
Relief Society as they portray rural civilian life during the Civil 
War.
Sunday, October 7

Civilians in the Civil War between 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM.  
(See October 6)
Saturday, October 13

Music on the Porch from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  Join guitar and 
fi ddle duo, Kitchen Gorilla, as they perform North American and 
European folk tunes on the porch of the log kitchen. Astronomy for 
Everyone from 6:30 to 10:00 PM.  If the sky is cloudy, the gates 
will close at 9:00 PM.  (See September 8)  

Saturday, October 20
Fall Color Hike from 9:00 AM to noon.  See beautiful vistas 

from one of the park’s overlooks and learn why trees turn color.  
Bring water and wear hiking boots and windproof jacket for this 
moderate to diffi cult hike.  (Approx. 3 miles)

Saturday, October 27
Music in the Parlor from 10:00 to 1:00 PM.  Join Madeline 

MacNeil as she sings and performs Early American and Celtic 
tunes on hammered and mountain dulcimers.

Life on the Farm from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  Watch as history 
comes to life and join our volunteers as they make candles and con-
tinue to restore our antique horse tack.

Full Moon Walk from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Join Ranger Warren 
to hike up to the Piedmont Overlook as the moon rises.  Listen for 
evening wildlife and hear some “ghost stories” from the Civil War 
era.  Wear sturdy shoes and a wind-proof jacket.

Sunday, October 28
Music on the Porch from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Join “Dr. Banjo” to celebrate the music of popular American 

composer Stephen Foster.  Sing along as the Settles might have 
done on the Mount Bleak farm.

Mount Bleak House Tours
The Mount Bleak house was the home of the Settle family 

before and during the Civil War.  On tours, you’ll get a glimpse 

into the life of this middle class farm family around 1860.  The 
house will be open for guided tours between 1:00 and 4:00 PM on 
weekends and holidays.

GRACE CHURCH 
CONCERT SERIES 

HOSTS WINNING SEASON

The 2007-2008 concert season at Grace Church in The Plains 
looks like a real winner. Now in its second year as a subscription 
series, the popular venue has scheduled a lineup of world-class art-
ists. All events are ticketed; after subscriptions have been fi lled, 
tickets for single concerts will go on sale after September 28 as 
available. Concert-goers are encouraged to make reservations early, 
as seating is limited and these dates will likely sell out quickly with 
performances from The Castle Trio, The King’s Singers, Preserva-
tion Hall Jazz Band, and a wonderful family concert. 

Off to an early start on Sunday, October 21 at 5 PM, the series 
welcomes The Castle Trio, the Smithsonian Institution’s trio-in-
residence. Since 1984 the ensemble has pleased audiences inter-
nationally with a repertoire that ranges from Haydn to Ives, using 
historically appropriate instruments and performance practices. 
The Trio’s capacity concerts are recorded for NPR and the BBC; 
in their critically acclaimed discography are the complete trios of 
Beethoven and works by Schubert, Dvorak, and Smetana. Violinist 
Marilyn McDonald, ‘cellist Kenneth Slowik, and Grammy Award-
winning pianist Lambert Orkis (playing a fortepiano by Thomas 
and Barbara Wolf) will present a program that includes Beethoven’s 
“Ghost” and “Archduke” trios.

The second Family Concert of the series occurs Sunday, Janu-
ary 13 at 5 PM, when Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel will be 
performed by Bel Cantanti Opera. The English-language version 
of this classic treatment of the Brothers Grimm story is a perfect 
chance for both children and adults to enjoy opera together. Accom-
plished young soloists, costumes and a staged production enhance 
the appealing music. Following soon after, on Saturday, February 9 
at 5 PM, The King’s Singers make an appearance in The Plains. For 
more than 35 years the group of six male vocalists has delighted lis-
teners with incomparable musicianship, charm and wit. Founded by 
six Choral Scholars from King’s College, Cambridge, their engage-
ments and recordings are in demand around the world. The Times 

of London lauds them as “unmatched for their sheer musicality and 
ability to entertain.” Please note the Saturday date made necessary 
by their touring schedule. 

Spring brings the series to a close on Sunday, April 20 at 5 PM 
with an outdoor performance in a big tent on the church lawn by 
the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. They are a musical elite, keeping 
alive the authentic sounds and spirit of New Orleans jazz. Called 
“the best jazz band in the land” by the San Francisco Examiner, 
their high-energy, crowd-pleasing style is sure to make this a joyous 
event. All concerts are followed by sociable receptions allowing the 
audience to mingle with the artists.

Subscriptions for all four events are $80; single tickets range 
from $25-$35, so the subscription offers a 30% savings. With each 
subscription, one free ticket for a child 12 or under will be available 
for the Family Concert. To receive a brochure or order tickets, con-
tact Grace Church at P.O. Box 32, The Plains, VA 20198; call 540-
253-5177; or visit the website at www.gracechurch.net. The series 
helps to support the music program at Grace Church, and is funded 
in part by Mrs. Jacqueline Mars in memory of her mother

3RD ANNUAL TURKEY TROT
 IN PURCELLVILLE

In its third year, the Turkey Trot 5k and Fun Run has become 
a family tradition in the historic community of Purcellville, VA.  
Enjoy an autumn morning of trotting along the W&OD Trail and 
the quaint streets and rolling hills of town. 

 The special event with over 200 participants last year 
will be held on Saturday November 10 at 8:30 am to benefi t the 
Loudoun Valley Community Center Advisory Board’s efforts to 
provide local families the opportunity to send their children to pre-
school, camps as well as offer other education and recreation pro-
grams.

With the 5K race and the shorter fun run/walk afterwards, the 
whole family can participate in a fun, healthy activity to kick off the 
holiday season. Open to competitive runners and runners of all abil-
ities; the race offers long-sleeved T- shirts to all registrants, overall 
and age group awards in the 5K, post-race refreshments, and ran-
dom drawings for awesome prizes (overnight stay at Red Fox Inn, 
one-month membership to Stoneleigh Golf & Country Club, gift 
certifi cates to local restaurants and so many more!)

The Turkey Trot 5k race route is a well-established, certifi ed course with  
USATF (courtesy of the Purcellville Preservation Association).  The course 
starts on 21st Street in Purcellville at Nichols Hardware Store with runners head-
ing north.  Runners then turn right onto Hirst Road and make their way to the 
W&OD Trail via Maple Avenue.  The fi nish line is at the Train Station on 21st 
Street.  The race is well timed by Reston Runners for those in training and times 
will be posted on site after the race.  Final results will also be posted on www.
washingtonrunningreport.com and at www.restonrunners.org

The Fun Run is a shorter distance for kids and their families and will begin 
immediately following the 5k (around 9:30 am).  There is no cost for this race 
but registration is recommended so that we can include the Fun Runners in our 
raffl e drawings. Fun Runners will get an “offi cial” runners bib, a discount on tee 
shirts and a special ribbon.  Everyone’s a winner in this race!

Registration for the 5k is $25 (to avoid a late fee of $5, register by October 
31, 2007).  You can also register online at www.signmeupsports.com (Online 
registration closes at 4pm on Friday 11/9/07).  Registration brochures are also 
available in Purcellville at the Town Hall, Magnolia’s, Nichol’s Hardware, Exec-
utive Cleaners, Purcellville Marketplace, Blackberry’s Coffee Shop, Past Thyme 
Antique Store, Really Great Finds, Purcellville Grille, Refl ections Hair Salon, 
Olympus Fitness Center, Trails End, the W&OD Trail and the library.

In Round Hill, brochures are available at the Town Hall, Stoneleigh Golf & 
Country Club, Hill High Country Store, Weichert Realty, Savoire Faire and at 
temporary location of Loudoun Valley Community Center.

In Leesburg, you can pick up at Moe’s Mexican Restaurant, Tuscarora 
Mill, Ida lee, Cold Stone Creamery and at Silk Road Afghan Restaurant and in 
Middleburg, at Red Fox Inn. 

The race will be held rain or shine.  For more information, contact us di-
rectly at pvilleturkeytrot@hotmail.com.

Saturday, September 29

“Dirty Work” On View
at Round Hill Arts Center

For those who love to play with mud, being a clay artist is the ultimate job.  
Nine Loudoun artists who have pursued their passion for clay are exhibiting their 
work now through October 27th at Round Hill Arts Center in “Dirty Work: The 
Loudoun Ceramics Show”.  An artists reception will be held Saturday, Septem-
ber 29th from 4-6pm.

 The artists’ work represents a broad spectrum of styles and techniques, but 
is all created by Loudoun County artists who work primarily with some form of 
clay.  Lovettsville sculptor Jeff Hall portrays the human fi gure with both terra 
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Thing to Do
cotta and brick clay, achieving life-like poses and intricate detail.  
His wife, jeweler Liz Hall, creates wearable art using precious 
metal clay, a form of clay made with pure silver.  This unusual 
material can be worked just like any other clay, but is then fi red 
in a kiln where the clay converts to fi ne silver.  Hall also includes 
semi-precious stones and handmade glass in her work.  Purcellville 
jeweler Tiffany Scott has also contributed her own style of work to 
the silver clay collection on exhibit, including rings, necklaces and 
earrings.

 For those looking for an interesting form of art to hang on the 
wall, Unison tile artist Joan Gardiner has added a collection of her 
colorful and humorous tiles.  One of her more thought-provoking 
pieces features a seated man who appears to be a beggar.  Although 
he is surrounded by a few coins, the sign he holds reads “Keep your 
coins; I want CHANGE.”

 Taylorstown pottery duo Shawn Grove and Bryan Mattraw 
are represented by a group of decorative and function pots which 
have all be made in their wood-fi red kiln.  Pieces range from a 
small Japanese-style tea bowl to large garden urns.  Bloomfi eld pot-
ter Amy Oliver has included several playful “face pots” and serv-
ing pieces in the show, while Leesburg potter Richard Busch and 
Round Hill’s David Norton have included a number of functional 
and more sculptural vessels.  Their selection of vases, mugs, bowls 
and casseroles will provide ample ideals for visitors hoping to fi nd 
a unique purchase or gift.

 Rounding out the show is a student section, where pottery 
students at Round Hill Arts Center have displayed some of their 
best pieces.  The center offers pottery classes for beginners through 
advanced students under the tutelage of David Norton and Amy 
Oliver.

 The exhibit will be on view through October 27th, gallery 
hours are Wednesday-Friday 10-5 and Saturday 11-5.  For more in-
formation or directions, visit www.roundhillartscenter.org call the 
center at (540)338-5050.

Sunday, 30 September 2007, 2PM
During the past six years the DAR has sponsored a program 

to digitize many of its historical records, to index these and other 
genealogical materials, and to make more information available to 
both members and to the public through its website. Major changes 
in the way information about Revolutionary War ancestors and 
other genealogical sources is accessed have taken place in the past 
couple of years. This lecture emphasizes the unique materials at the 

DAR Library and the digitalization of its collections.
 Eric G. Grundset has been Library Director for the DAR in 

Washington, DC since 1984. He has been a member of the DAR’s 
Technology Advisory Committee from 2001-2007 during the 
DAR’s digitization project and is the author of American Genealog-
ical Research at the DAR, Washington, D.C. Grundset is a past vice 
president of the National Genealogical Society, and a past president 
of the Virginia Genealogical Society. He is a lifelong Virginian with 
many family lines on his mother’s side extending to the mid-seven-
teenth century in the Old Dominion.

 Programs sponsored by Thomas Balch Library are held in the 
downstairs meeting room and are free unless otherwise noted. The 
library is located at 208 W. Market Street, Leesburg, VA 20176.  
Due to limited seating we recommend registering in advance by 
calling 703/737-7195.

Sunday, September 30

“Life in the Country Day”

The Goose Creek Association will host its 2nd Annual “Life 
in the Country Day” on Sunday, September 30th from 11:00AM 
to 4:00PM at historic Mount Pleasant Farm in Aldie. This year’s 
farm, preservation and conservation groups promise a variety of 
both child oriented and adult activities to depict and foster an ap-
preciation of a country way of life to protect and enhance the Goose 
Creek watershed and its rural economy.  

The day will feature water related activities by the Goose Creek 
Association such as stream monitoring demonstrations, water-crit-
ter and wetlands plant identifi cation, fl y-fi shing, and canoeing.

Members from the Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy will pres-
ent displays of local fauna and fl ora while the Virginia Native Plant 
Society will showcase native plants and provide nature walks 
around the beautiful pond. Beekeepers and local farmers will pro-
vide exhibits promoting sustainable agriculture.  Goose Creek will 
also place orders for spring bulbs.

In addition to appearances by the ever popular MOC Beagles, 
Middleburg Hunt Foxhounds, and Ashland Bassets, members of 
the Virginia Falconry Association will provide demonstrations with 
Kestrals and Red Tailed Hawks. 

Hay rides, face-painting, scarecrow making, weaving, spin-
ning and quilting along with country music will provide additional 
enjoyment for young and old.

Directions: From Leesburg, Rt. 15 south to right on Rt. 650, 
Oatlands Road, follow approximately 2 miles to Mount Pleasant 
Farm, 22332 Oatlands Road on the left. From Gilbert’s Corner, take 
Rt. 50 west thru Aldie to right on Rt. 734, Snickersville Turnpike. 
Go north for 1.1 mile and turn right on Rt. 650, Oatlands Road. Go 
1 mile to Mount Pleasant Farm, 22332 Oatlands Road on the right.  

Self-guided walking tours of the farm and gardens. $20.00 
per car load. For additional information please call Nancy West at 
540.687.3357.

Saturday, October 6th
Art at the Mill 33rd Show Opens

The 33rd showing of Art at the Mill opens Saturday, October 
6th and runs daily through Sunday, October 21st at the Burwell-
Morgan Mill in Millwood, Virginia.  Art at the Mill has become one 
of the most widely attended and successful art shows in the mid-At-
lantic region; 375 pieces of art were sold during last spring’s show 
alone!  Nearly 300 artists from the region and around the country 
submit a wide variety of work, ranging from oil paintings to fi ne 
pottery to wood sculptures.  Prices range from $40 for a ceramic 
vase to $10,000 for an oil painting.

Some well-known regional artists displaying work this fall 
are oil painters Trisha Adams, Anthony Barham, Edward Cooper, 
Sara Linda Poly, Neil Rizos, Geneva Welch, Bill Whiting, and Paul 
Zdepski.   Others such as Gerard Erley, Robert Heuel, John Leone, 
and Alexander Scott hail from Michigan to New York to Boston 
and have gained a wide and loyal following.  Potters Nancy Bishop, 
Jane Caspar, and Annegret Kilby sell out nearly every show.  Wood 
vases, bowls, plates, and sculptures are offered by master wood-
workers John Noffsinger, Larry Cochran, Don and Harriet Malo-
ney, and Gary Smith.  Pastels, watercolors, drawings, photography, 
and etchings round out the nearly 1,000 works offered for sale.

Art at the Mill is sponsored by and benefi ts the Clarke County 
Historical Association, with 24% of sales going to this non-profi t 
dedicated to the preservation of the county’s history; 2% to a schol-
arship that sends a local student to art school; and 74% going to 
the artist.

Serving as the venue of this dazzling display of art is the Bur-
well-Morgan Mill, an operational gristmill built in 1785 by Nathan-
iel Burwell and General Daniel Morgan.  The mill was donated to 
the historical association in 1964 and has since undergone two ma-

jor renovations, allowing it to grind wheat and corn just as it did in 
the 18th century.  (Grinding does not take place during the art show, 
but will resume October 27th until the end of November.)   Set in 
a beautiful four-acre meadow and bordered by Spout Run, which 
feeds the mill wheel its energy, this destination offers art, history, 
and culture all in one rural location.  Grab lunch at the gourmet 
country store across the street and enjoy a peaceful picnic in the 
meadow after you’ve taken in all the fabulous art.

Art at the Mill is open Fridays and Saturdays from 10am until 
6pm; Sundays through Thursdays from noon until 5pm.  There is 
a $5 admission fee, $3 for seniors, students are free.  The Burwell 
- Morgan Mill is located about 2 miles off Route 50 west in the vil-
lage of Millwood, Clarke County, Virginia.  The physical address is 
15 Tannery Lane.  For more information and directions, please call 
540-955-2600 or visit www.clarkehistory.org.

Sunday, October 7

The Mosby Heritagae Area 
Presents Marc Leepson

The Mosby Heritagae Area Association is pleased to announce 
that journalist and historian Marc Leepson will give a talk on his 
new book, Desperate Engagement, on Sunday, October 7, at 5:00 
at historic Oak Hill in Aldie. Leepson, who lives in Middleburg, 
will tell the story of the little-known but crucial Civil War Battle 
of Monocacy, which took place on July 9, 1864, outside Freder-
ick, Maryland, and Confederate General Jubal Early’s subsequent 
march on Washington, D.C.

“Monocacy is known as ‘The Battle that Saved Washington,’” 
Leepson says. “And with good reason. If Union General Lew Wal-
lace--who later went on to write Ben Hur--had not held Early up for 
an entire day at Monocacy, which is just 40 miles from Washing-
ton, there Confederates very likely would have invaded the nation’s 
capital at a very important point in the war. And there’s no telling 
how that would have had an impact on the conclusion of the Civil 
War.”

Leepson will sign books following the talk, which is a 
fundraising event for the Mosby Heritage Area Association, the 
Middleburg-based organization that works to educate, and advocate 
for the preservation of the historic, cultural and scenic resources in 
the Northern Virginia Piedmont.

For more information and to make reservations, please call 
540-687-6681 or email info@mosbyheritagearea.org,

October 12-14
John Mosby Heritage Area Association “the Art of Command 

in the Civil War
This October will mark the tenth anniversary of the Mosby 

Heritage Area Association’s sponsorship of the Conference on the 
Art of Command in the Civil War.  The conference has become very 
popular with those interested in the study of the Civil War bringing 
participants from all over the United States to Middleburg for the 
weekend. This year’s conference will be held on the weekend of 
October 12-14, 2007 at the Middleburg Community Center.  

The focus of this year’s conference will be August 28-30, 

1862; The Second Battle of Manassas.  Nationally known authors 
and historians will present nine lectures and guide a bus tour of the 
Second Manassas Battlefi eld.  Peter Carmichael, Gary Ecelbarger, 
Clark Hall, John Hennessy, Kim Holden, Scott Patchan, William 
Styple, Jeffry Wert are this year’s speakers.

The conference begins with two lectures and a reception on 
Friday evening.  Six lectures and a panel discussion with the speak-
ers are scheduled for Saturday.  Participants also have the opportu-
nity to visit an on-site book shop that displays books written by the 
speakers, other Civil War publications, and even rare editions of 
historic texts.  Speakers will sign copies of their books, either those 
purchased at the conference or ones brought by participants from 
their libraries.

On Saturday evening participants meet at the American Le-
gion Building for dinner catered by the Red Fox Inn.  John J. Hen-
nessy will speak on “Mac’s Man: Fitz John Porter and the Conser-
vative Patriots View of the War” following the meal.  
Sunday the conference moves from Middleburg to 
Manassas where participants will have a day-long 
guided tour of the Second Manassas Battlefi eld.

Registration information can be obtained by 
calling the Mosby Heritage Area Association at 540-
687-6681 or 540-687-4195.  Visit www.mosbyher-
itagearea.org going to the ‘Events Page’ and click on 
the registration form link at the bottom of the article 
on the conference.  Lunches for Saturday and Sun-
day catered by Back Street Catering and dinner are 
included in the registration fee.  Walk-ins are wel-
comed for both the Friday and Saturday lectures.   

Saturday October 13
CONSIGNMENT SALE

(Middleburg Community Center, 300 W. Wash-
ington Street in Middleburg. Bring your unwanted 
items (in good condition) to the center where staff 
will sell them for you. Please launder any clothes. 
Proceeds from the sale will benefi t the center’s chil-
dren’s programs. Call 540-687-6375. Free admission 
8:00AM-12:00PM

Sunday, October 14

The 12th Hunt Country 
Classic British Car Show

The 12th annual Hunt Country Classic Brit-
ish Car Show, held this year on Sunday, the 14th of 
October, is arguably the best British car show in the 
mid-Atlantic region. Held at Willoughby Farm near 
beautiful Middleburg, Virginia, it is hosted by cham-
pion race car driver Bill Scott and his wife Barbara, 
and put on by the MG Car Club, Washington DC 
Centre. The show includes not only classic British 
cars ñ the best MGs, Jaguars, Triumphs, Healeys, 
Sprites & Midgets, Rolls Royces & Bentleys, TVRs, 

and Morgans ñ but also legendary British bikes, exotic British 
sports and race cars, and upper class touring sedans. Awards are 
given to winners in 23 classes. One special award given is the “Am-
bassador’s Choice Award,” presented by the British Ambassador or 
his designee. 

In addition to the beautiful automobiles, there will be hayrides, 
apple cider pressing, pipers, a silent auction, vendors, and hot food, 
including British favourites, cooked on site and deli sandwiches for 
your dining enjoyment.

A fall British Car Show in the beautiful Virginia Hunt Coun-
try! It just doesn’t get any better than the Hunt Country Classic. The 
fi rst cars begin arriving by 9 am and the show concludes about 2pm, 
shortly after awards are presented. Show car registration is $25 in 
advance, $30 on the day of the show, and spectator admission is $5 
per carload.

Directions: From US Rt 50 west of Middleburg, take Zulla Rd 
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Middleburg’s Restaurants. . .
So Many Choices!!! 

Things to Do

Don’t Forget 
to Send your 

upcoming event 

to the 

Eccentric

NEWS@MBECC.COM

The Loudoun Museum is seeking a num-
ber of dedicated volunteers to make this year’s 
16 th annual Hauntings event a success.  Each 
year, costumed guides lead visitors through 
downtown Leesburg’s historic, and reportedly 
haunted, sites. This year’s walking tours will be 
on Friday, October 26  and Saturday, October 27 
from 6pm-10pm. The museum needs volunteers 
in all areas of the event. Examples of volunteer 
opportunities include ticket sales, tour guides, 
site interpreters/storytellers and museum visitor 
services help. All talents are welcome! 

If you are interested in volunteering for 
Hauntings 2007 , please call Beth Friedmann, 
Museum Administrator, at 703-777-7427 or 
email bfriedmann@loudounmuseum.org .

L o u d o u n  M u s e u m 
s e e k i n g  d e d i c at e d

v o l u n t e e r s
(Rt 709). Turn right onto Rock Hill Mill Rd (Rt 702).  Willoughby 
Farm will be on your left. After leaving Middleburg there will be 
signs directing you to the show. 

From the South take Rt 17 toward Marshall; continue straight 
through Marshall and take a left onto Rt 701 (Frogtown Road), 
and the show will be on your right after 2 miles. There will be 
signs from Marshall directing you. For further information contact 
Doug Campbell at (540) 428-2099 or the Clubís web site at www.
mgcarclubdc.com.

Friday, October 26 and Saturday, October 27
Hauntings 2007- Discover the REAL Nightlife of Leesburg!
The Loudoun Museum’s 17th annual Hauntings walking tours 

of historic, haunted buildings in downtown Leesburg will be Fri-
day, October 26 and Saturday, October 27.  This year’s tours fea-
ture several new sites, with spooky interpretations of new ghost 
stories. Hear tales of Leesburg’s tragic “Ladies of the Night,” learn 
about one family’s series of mysterious deaths, and shiver as you 
listen in the dark to the stories these ghostly events inspire. 

 The Hauntings 2007 tours start at 6pm, and leave every 15 
minutes from the Leesburg Town Hall; the fi nal tour begins at 
10pm. Ticket prices are $13 for museum members, $15 in advance 
for non-members and $20 at the door. Come early - Stay late! The 
Museum will have special hours so you’ll have time to visit all our 
fabulous exhibits.

 Tickets can be purchased by mail, phone, or walk-in.  Ad-
vance ticket purchase is highly recommended.   For more informa-
tion about ticket sales or the event please call the museum at 703-
777-7427 or email bfriedmann@loudounmuseum.org.

 The Loudoun Museum is located at 16 Loudoun Street SW in 
downtown Leesburg. Museum hours are 10am-5pm Monday and 
Wednesday through Saturday and 1pm-5pm on Sunday.

Friday, October 26

PUMPKINS IN THE PARK

Middleburg Community Center, 300 W. Washington Street in 
Middleburg. Bring your creativity and join the pumpkin carving 
contest or make a scarecrow for your porch. Please bring clothes 
and pantyhose for the scarecrow. The â€œstuffi ngâ€_ is provided. 
Call 540-687-6375. Fee: $5.00. 5:00PM- 7:00PM

Saturday,  October 27

HAY RIDE

(All  ages)  Locat ion:  Phi lomont  Community Cen-
ter,36592 Jeb Stuar t  Road in  Phi lomont .  Join the only 
annual  Hal loween t r ick-or- t r ick hayride in  Loudoun 
County.  Refreshments  wil l  be served.  Regis ter  ear ly! 
Cal l  540-338-5882.   Fee:  $10.00/person,  6:00PM- 
9:00PM

Wednesday,  October 31

HOT DOG IT’S HALLOWEEN

(All  ages)  Locat ion:  Middleburg Community Cen-
ter,  300 W. Washington Street  in  Middleburg.  This  is 
a  safe ,  family fr iendly way to  spend Hal loween with a 
costume parade,  hayride,  games and a  hot  dog dinner 
for  adul ts  and chi ldren.   Cal l  540-687-6375 to  regis-
ter.  Fee:  $4.00.  5:30PM- 8:00PM

Saturday,  November 3

Riverboat Casino Night 
at Oatlands

Oatlands’ is  host ing a  Riverboat  Casino Night  on 
Saturday,  November 3 f rom 7 p.m.  to  10:30 p.m.   The 
cost  is  $100 per  person,  with proceeds going to  ben-
ef i t  Oat lands’ his tor ic  house and gardens.

 Scrumptious food wil l  be served by Secret  Ser-
vants  Cater ing & Event  Planning and the music  for 
the evening wil l  be provided by The Dixie  Power 
Trio,  famously known for  their  New Orleans jazz, 
Zydeco and Dixieland.

 Raff le  pr izes  wil l  be par t  of  the act ivi t ies .    Reg-
is ter  onl ine at  www.oat lands.org or  cal l  703-777-
3174.   Space is  l imited.
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Wi l -
liam 
was 

a pug. And 
what a pug he 
was! A con-
stant source of 
strength, com-
fort, love and 

amusement for my person’s 
dear friends Peggy and Ran-
dy, he lived life to the fullest. 
Adored, respected and pam-
pered, he returned the affection 
tenfold. A few days ago, the 
unthinkable happened. Wil-
liam left this world. The loss 
of William is diffi cult beyond 
words for his family and their 
grief is palpable. I’m writing 
this column in honor of Wil-
liam. He was an intrepid little 
soul, and I want his life to in-
spire others. If even one reader 
is more prepared for a pet’s ill-
ness or senior years because of 
this column, I will achieve my 
goal.

From the beginning, Wil-
liam displayed tremendous 
fortitude. Never was that more 
evident than when he faced 
the end of his life. He had nu-
merous seizures that brought 
him to the brink only to fi ght 
to live just a little more. Again 
and again, William proved 
he was a survivor. Of course, 
he couldn’t have come so far 
without constant care and su-
pervision. When he fi nally 
departed, he did so peacefully 
and on his own terms, with-
out putting Peggy and Randy 
through the agony of choosing 
the time. Many people would 
have advised letting William 
go long before now. Fortu-
nately for William, Peggy 
and Randy had other things in 
mind.

I am not here to judge 
anyone’s decision to put a pet 
to sleep. That is a very indi-
vidual choice and each case is 
different. In many instances, 
that diffi cult decision is the 
kindest one that can be made. 
I will say, however, that know-
ing about Peggy and Randy 
has made me consider the fact 
that too many people are ut-
terly unprepared to manage 
the long-term care of geriatric 
and/or sick pets. Coping with 
William’s seizures required a 
lot of time and money, not to 
mention physical and emo-

tional energy. For Peggy and 
Randy, however, those things 
were a simple fact of their be-
loved dog’s life. They were 
ready, willing, and able to step 
up to the plate when the time 
came. 

Just like people, pets age. 
Just like people, pets can get 
sick. These events in a pet’s 
life, however, often take 
people completely off guard. 
Maybe vet bills are piling up. 
Maybe multiple daily shots 
are too complicated. Perhaps 
having an older, needy pet in 

the house isn’t “working” for 
a busy household. Whatever 
the justifi cation, too many pets 
leave this world much earlier 
than they should.

On William’s behalf, I 
urge all of you to be prepared 
for the inevitable time in your 
pets’ lives when things become 
harder and possibly more ex-
pensive. Create a savings ac-
count specifi cally for future 
pet care. Invest in pet health 
insurance. If you work during 
the day, have a plan ready for 
someone to check on your pet 

or administer medicine when 
you are not home.  Be an avid 
advocate for your pet’s health 
as he or she ages, and hold on 
to your time together for as 
long as that time is enjoyable 
for your pet.  First and fore-
most, realize that bringing an 
animal companion into your 
home is an intense commit-
ment. You are promising to 
watch over a life from begin-
ning to end. Prepare early for 
what is to come.

William, you will be 
missed. Perhaps, however, 

your story 
will inspire 
more people 
to manage their 
pets’ challenges like Peggy 
and Randy managed yours.  
Maybe there is a furry soul 
out there today who will live a 
longer and better life because 
of you. A dog can only hope.

Albert, a Jack Russell Ter-
rier, is Chairman of the Board 
of Wylie Wagg, a shop for 
dogs, cats, and their people, in 
Middleburg and Fairfax. 

Albert’s 
Corner
A monthly column 
for people who 
share Their homes 
with four-legged 
friends.

Friends for Life
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