
Daniel Morrow

On December 
4 the United 
States De-
partment of 

Energy announced 
that it will “reconsid-
er” its October, 2007, 
decision to desig-

nate 7 cities and 15 
counties in north-
ern Virginia, part 
of the mid-Atlan-
tic-area “National 
Electric Transmis-
sion Corridor.”

In theory the 
NETC designation 

simply allowed the 
Secretary of Energy 

to expedite construc-
tion of the electric grid 
in areas where  “trans-
mission congestion or 
constraint adversely 
affects consumers . . 
. .”

In practice the 
decision provided Do-

minion Virginia Power 
with what some critics 

called an “easy out” if their 
plans to build a  240-mile, 
above-ground, high-volt-
age transmission line across 
some of the most scenic and 
historically significant areas 
of northern Virginia, ran into 
trouble at the state or local 

level.
Indeed, in the words of the 

Energy Department, if Domin-
ion Virginia did “not receive 
approval from a State to site a 

proposed new transmission facil-
ity within a National Corridor,” it 

could simply “apply to FERC [the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Com-

mission] for a permit and authoriza-
tion to construct the facility.”

Opposition to the usurpation of 
State and local authority inherent in 
an NETC designation united Demo-
crats and Republicans, county and lo-
cal officials, developers and environ-
mentalists, throughout the affected 
areas of northern Virginia.

Governor Tim Kaine, a Demo-
crat, and Republican Attorney General 
Robert McDonnell stood together, 
contending that the designation, in 
Virginia’s case, was both “unneces-
sary” and, in essence, “illegal.”

Both applauded the Energy De-
partment’s “reconsideration” and 

its promise to give renewed re-
quests for exclusion “full consid-

eration” and the time necessary 
to “thoroughly evaluate” their 
rationale.

For opponents of the Do-
minion Virginia Power line, 
however, the Energy Depart-

ment’s decision, while helpful, 
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News of Note

Jack A. Holz, Jr.

With the recent designation of 
a large portion of Piedmont 
Virginia as a National Interest 
Electric Transmission Cor-

ridor  (NIETC) by the federal government, 
Dominion Power now has federal con-
demnation authority to take private prop-
erty, even property under easements, for its 
own corporate requirements, for instance, a 
500,000-volt power line.   Dominion’s argu-
ment is that homes in Northern Virginia are 
using increasing amounts of energy, requir-
ing the need for new sources of electricity.  
Fortunately, there are now many options 
available to reduce household energy con-
sumption.

If you were able to catch the 2007 So-
lar Decathlon on the National Mall in Wash-
ington from October 12 –20th, you were 
able to witness fi rsthand the advances that 
have been made recently in creating energy 
self-suffi cient homes.  Twenty universities 
from the United States (including Puerto 
Rico) and Europe competed to design and 
construct homes that were 100% solar 
powered.  Representing our local area was 
the University of Maryland, which placed 
second overall in the competition.  This 
was particularly compelling because the 
state of Maryland has been very proactive 
promoting alternative energy. Maryland has 
accomplished this due to the incentives the 
state is providing its residents to offset the 
cost of installing energy saving devices as a 
means to supplement energy demand from 
utilities.  

The intent of the Solar Decathlon 
was to design homes that would satisfy all 
of the energy requirements of the typical 
American home.  There were ten categories 
in the competition (hence, Decathlon) that 
each home should meet.  Included in these 
were; heating and air-conditioning should 
keep the homes at comfortable temperatures 
and humidity year round; the homes should 
provide ample energy to power lights, tele-
visions, computers, refrigerators, washing 
machines, dishwashers, ovens and stoves; 
and most importantly, the homes should be 
pleasing to look at, provide comfortable liv-
ing spaces and be reasonably affordable. 

The homes were constructed on the 
campus of each school, and were then taken 
apart, transported, then re-constructed on 
the Mall in the layout of a “solar village” 
with a Main Street running between two 
rows of ten houses. Each home had to rely 
on it’s own resources for power for the en-
tire week.  Visitors were allowed to walk 
through each house, touch whatever they 
wanted, and speak to the students from each 
school that were available to answer any 
questions about the technology, design and 
theory for each energy system.  The modern 
design and appearance of each house made 
them seem like something out of the future, 
however, all of the technology used for con-
struction, to power each home and provide 
hot water are off the shelf materials, systems 
and components that are available today.  
The reason you don’t see these materials and 
components in the majority of homes now is 

that most of the current architectural design 
fi rms and home builders in suburban sub-di-
visions are behind the curve when it comes 
to green design.  Also, designing an energy 
effi cient “green home” can add signifi cantly 
to the cost, and, lets be honest, most home 
owners are more concerned with marble 
two story foyers than energy effi ciencies 
when it comes to designing their home.

The majority of people will not want to 
go to the extent of the self-suffi cient homes 
in the solar village on the Mall when it 
comes to saving energy in their own home, 
but that is not to say that you cannot incorpo-
rate some of the available technologies from 
these solar homes into yours.  For instance, 
more aesthetically pleasing solar panels that 
look similar to roof shingles or roof tiles are 
now on the market.  Other solar panels can 
come with dark surfaces and frames that can 
mount fl ush with most roofs for a look that 
blends in well with the appearance of the 
house.  High effi ciency solar water heaters 
can provide for most, if not all of a typical 
homes hot water needs.  These solar water 
heaters can supply not only hot water for 
washing and bathing, but also provide hot 
water for radiant heating tubes installed 
under fl oors to heat the entire home.  Elec-
tro chromatic windows can automatically 
darken or lighten the glass in the frames to 
allow less heat to enter a house in the sum-
mer and more heat in the winter, and other 
windows use transparent fi lms that refl ect 
heat back from the window into the room or 
into the atmosphere.  Better insulation, such 
as foam panels, can provide superior heat 
and cool retention than existing fi berglass.  
Even certain building materials can be used 
on the exterior of the house that absorb heat 
and transfer it into the home or refl ect heat, 
keeping the home cooler.

The purpose of the Solar Decathlon 
was not just to show what some engineer-
ing and architectural students could build in 
a laboratory environment.  The idea was to 
let everyone look at the existing technology 
close up, ask questions, and imagine how it 
would look and work in your own home.  
One student emphasized to me that you 
don’t have to build a solar house like theirs 
to benefi t from energy effi ciencies.  Even 
older homes can be retrofi tted with the latest 
energy saving technologies if you are will-
ing to do some research and come up with 
a viable plan.  

One day we may all be living in self-
suffi cient solar homes, but we don’t have to 
wait for the future to take advantage of tech-
nology that is available today.   Even sav-
ing 5 or 10% of your energy consumption 
can have a dramatic effect on the resources 
we use today, which will hopefully slow 
down or stop utility companies quest to in-
stall more power lines and build additional 
power plants.

2007 Solar Decathlon
Go Green Middleburg

Free Holiday Parking
In Middleburg

The Town of Middleburg is offering “Free Holiday 
Parking” in their municipal lots from December 10-31.  
The Town’s municipal lots are located behind the Unit-
ed Methodist Church on South Pendleton Street and 
on South Liberty Street. We encourage you to join the 
Town of Middleburg for your shopping holiday needs. 
The Town of Middleburg and the Middleburg Business 
& Professional Association wish you Happy Holidays.

Local Christmas Tree Growers 
Join FedEx To Deliver Holiday 
Spirit to Troops & Their Families 

Christmas tree growers across 
the country are donating 
freshly cut trees to a Federal 
Express holiday initiative 

that last year delivered 11,000 donated 
trees to military bases across the U.S.  
for families of military personnel sta-
tioned overseas.  Growers are asked to 
donate any trees they can spare.

Donated trees are brought to 
specifi c tree farms to be collected by 
FedEx trucks that take them all over 
the U.S.

“This year, the target is 15,000 
to 17,000 trees,” said Rick and Karen 
Lowe of Lowelands Farm who are 
participating in the program. “Com-
mercial nurseries can also donate, as 
can individual customers who may 

buy a tree for themselves and provide 
one to be sent via FedEx’s Trees for 
Troops initiative.”

Layng’s Flower Farm, Catoc-
tin Gardens, Joe’s Trees, Loudoun 
Nursery-Bellwether Tree Farm, Oak-
land Orchard Farm and Ticonderoga 
Farm will donate trees this year.  Tom 
O’Haloran delivered 100 trees from 
himself and other growers in central 
Virginia are also participating.

Three hundred trees have already 
been shipped to Kuwait for distribu-
tion to U.S. troops in Kuwait, Afghan-
istan, Iraq, Qatar and Baghdad.  One 
hundred trees departed on November 
28th for the Navy’s Fifth Fleet aboard 
ships in South West Asia.  
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was little more than a small and 
all-too-likely temporary victory. 

The Piedmont Environmen-
tal Council (PEC) planned “In-
formation Briefings” in Marshall 
on December 6, and in Jefferson-
ton on November 11, outlining 
the on-going threat posed by Do-
minion Virginia’s plans.

Virginians for Sensible En-
ergy Policies (VSEP) continues 
to make the case that the pro-

posed new transmission lines 
have little or nothing to do with 
Virginia’s power needs.  Indeed, 
VSEP contends, they are essen-
tially designed to transport elec-
tricity produced by inefficient, 
coal-burning plants to our west,  
through Virginia, to feed the en-
ergy needs of major cities on the 
east coast, at tremendous a profit.  
(See page 11)

News of Note

On the eve of the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, Timothy Powers,  
a well-known conservative 
political strategist, Washing-

ton lobbyist, and Lovettsville resident, 
FedEx’ed a package to the Virginia 
State Bar.  

It contained a 17-page formal com-
plaint, requesting that the Bar, an agen-
cy of the Virginia State Supreme Court, 
investigate a series of charges against 
Loudoun County Commonwealth’s At-
torney James Plowman and, almost as 
an afterthought, against King George 
County Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
Matthew Britton.

Writing on behalf of a group of 
concerned citizens, Powers asserts in his 

November 20, 2007, letter that Plow-
man “knowingly and willfully commit-
ted numerous violations” of the State’s 
“Rules for Professional Conduct” and 
“engaged in general malfeasance and/
or misfeasance in the conduct of his 
offi cial duties as Commonwealth’s At-
torney . . . . “  

Citing “violations” which “include 
but are not limited to” some seven 
broad categories of misconduct, Pow-
ers further requested the Bar to “ . . . 
employ its own expertise and resources 
to include other possible violations un-
known to us, or that might exceed our 
ability to determine.”  

An “Addendum” to the complaint 
against Plowman noted that the group 

also had “reason to believe there ex-
ists a pattern and possible conspiracy 
of selective and malicious prosecution 
by Commonwealth’s Attorney Matthew 
Britton in concert with others, of which 
Mr. Plowman is but one example.”

Laymen AND Lawyers?
Powers, and apparently those join-

ing in his November 20 complaint, are 
not lawyers.  “As laymen,” he wrote, 
“we beg the patience of the Bar regard-
ing citations and interpretations of law 
. . . . ” 

Their “complaint,” however, was 
supported by an indexed three-ring 
binder of documents, and called on the 
Bar itself to “take any and all appropri-
ate actions to refer these violations to 

the proper law enforcement offi cers.”
Nor did the complainants mince 

words, accusing Plowman “in possible 
concert with other offi cers of the court” 
of engaging in “a pattern of egregious, 
illegal and unethical behavior resulting 
in not only the unequal application of 
justice, but the misuse of his offi ce as a 
means of promoting the political agen-
das of one citizen or local offi cial over 
another.”

At press time, at least two other 
complaints are said to have been fi led 
against Plowman, both by active mem-
bers of the Virginia State Bar.

Specifi c Complaints
Against Plowman

Citing news stories, emails, and 
other sources, the Powers group fo-
cused heavily on Plowman’s role in 
an alleged conspiracy on behalf of the 
Jill Holtzman Vogel campaign to indict 
and discredit her opponent for the Re-
publican nomination for the 27th Dis-
trict Seat in the Virginia State Senate, 
Mark Tate; the later-reversed ousting 
of another political opponent, Susan 
Van Wagoner from the Route 50 Traffi c 
Calming Task Force; and a series of al-
legations of misdemeanor, misconduct, 
or neglect by Plowman related to charg-
es of corruption among County offi cials 
now under investigation by the FBI

Specifi cally Powers asked the Bar 
to investigate Plowman for what he 
termed:

1. “Selective and/or malicious in-
vestigations and/or prosecutions” either 
for his own benefi t or those of his politi-
cal allies (in one case with the specifi c 
purpose of manipulating the public’s 
participation in local primary elections)

2. “Application of different and 
unequal standards of recusals in inves-
tigations and prosecutions.”

3. “Application of different and 
unequal standards of procedures and of 
the law in the execution of his offi cial 
duties.”

4. “Violations of the rules regard-
ing the conduct and responsibilities 
of Mr. Plowman and his offi ce before 
the Grand Jury and corruption of same 
(including the illegal leaking of Grand 
Jury evidence and deliberations to re-
porters.)

5. “Violation of the civil rights of 
citizens of the Commonwealth and their 
right to fair and open elections as pro-
vided under the Virginia State Constitu-
tion.”

6. Violation of “his duties as an 
offi cer of the Court and member of the 
Bar”

7. Conspiracy “with others to en-
gage and/or abet improper, unethical 
and/or illegal activities, including, but 
not limited to, the destruction of com-
munications and documents related to 
previous and/or pending cases.

The Bar at Work
Initial Confi dential Review
The fate of the Powers complaint 

now rests in the hands of the Bar’s dis-
ciplinary system, headed by Bar Coun-
sel George Chabalewski.

Chabalewski is familiar with both 
prosecutors and Loudoun County.  Ear-
lier in his career, he served in the Vir-
ginia Attorney General’s offi ce as a 
litigator and was part of the team that 
prosecuted followers of then Loudoun-

Plowman’s Tale: Complaints Lodged with Bar Against Plowman and Britton

Holiday Gift
Continued from page 1

Continued Page 38

Local Artist Debbie Bankert 
Exhibits in Corcoran Show

Showy Jacob’s Ladder by lo-
cal artist Debbie Bankert has 
been chosen for a new Corco-
ran Gallery of Art Juried Ex-

hibition showcasing work from artists 
in the Corcoran College of Art CE 
program.  Only 27 of 
the 100 artists were 
chosen to exhibit their 
work in the show that 
continues until Janu-
ary 6th.  

Debbie, who has 
a degree in Art from 
West Virginia Uni-
versity and a certifi -
cate in Botanical Art 
& Illustration from 
the Corcoran Col-
lege of Art, lives in 
Orlean with her hus-
band Tom, their Vizsla 
puppy, Moses, and a 
“dominant” cat named 
Manny.  She paints 
from a studio over-
looking a grand panorama of the Blue 
Ridge that she describes as “…a most 
inspiring place.”

After leaving a career in real es-
tate, she returned to the art fi eld and, 
in recent years, has actively pursued 
a professional art career.  She works 
in watercolor, graphite, colored pen-
cil, oil and egg tempura as she cre-

ates works that convey her deepest 
beliefs.

“I strive to share color and line 
that are both rhythmic and gentle to 
the eye,” she explained.  ”God has 
breathed life into our surroundings 

and my purpose is to 
emulate a small win-
dow of that beauty.”

She has exhib-
ited throughout the 
DC metropolitan area 
in juried competi-
tions, and her works 
have been displayed 
at the US Botanic 
Gardens, the USDA 
National Library and 
at the 2006 “Botanical 
Treasures of Lewis 
and Clark” Corcoran 
show.

In the spring of 
2008, Debbie plans to 
travel to the ProAves 
Reserves in Colum-

bia, South America to study and paint 
rare and endangered plants.

“I plan to focus primarily on bro-
meliads and orchids,”  she said.

Limited edition Giclee reproduc-
tions, prints and note cards are avail-
able for Christmas presents by con-
tacting Debbie at: DebbieBankert@
aol.com.
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If more individuals took their citizen-
ship responsibilities as seriously as 
Tom Pratt of Middleburg, the public 
would be much better informed. The 

distinguished and soft-spoken horseman 
sets the hurdles very high for himself as he 
travels the world to observe international 
situations fi rst hand. 

Pratt, who has traveled to many points 
of international tension, recently joined 
a “citizen diplomacy” delegation to Iran 
where he gained fi rst-hand insight into the 
lives and perspectives of ordinary Iranians 
who struggle daily under the escalating ten-
sion between their country and the United 
States.

“The relationship between the U.S. 
and Iran is, as we all know, deeply strained. 
We’ve had no diplomatic relations for 28 
years, and the U.S. accusation that Iran is at-
tempting to build nuclear weapons, and that 
they are supplying weapons to insurgents in 
Iraq has only heightened the tension.”

“I wanted to meet Iranians and see the 
situation for myself,” he explained. “My 
goal is simple. I want to be better informed 
and able to share the knowledge I gain with 
friends and colleagues so we all have a 

more balanced and independent point-of-
view about what’s really happening.”

Tom traveled to Iran with 23 “citizen 
diplomats” who had the opportunity to visit 
Iran with the human rights organization, 
Global Exchange. The objective of these 
trips is to establish introductory relation-
ships between U.S. and Iranian citizens. 

“I not only gained a much better un-
derstanding of Iranian history and culture,” 
Tom said, “…but the background of the 
current confl ict became much clearer as I 
met with university professors and students, 
members of the Christian, Jewish and Zoro-
astrian communities, and Muslim religious 
leaders and theologians including a Grand 
Ayatollah”.

“Iran is not nearly as restrictive as we 
think. Teheran is a very cosmopolitan and 
sophisticated city and Ishafaan is absolutely 
fascinating. The most important thing to 
understand is that Iranians are not terror-
ists, and they are very aware that we think 
they are. Their culture and government is, 
indeed, very different from ours. President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is not the most 
popular politician in his country and he has 
less power than we think. He promised Ira-

nian citizens the economic moon and has 
delivered little . They are frustrated with 
him as we are.”

According to Pratt, many young Ira-
nian women are beginning to wear a more 
modern version of the manteau (a sort of 
trench coat worn over pants) in beautiful 
colors. Although this clothing still conforms 
to tradition, it allows more individuality and 
personal preference. Behind the doors of 
their homes, they dress casually and com-
fortably.

Other aspects of Iranian life that might 
surprise Americans included seeing roman-
tic couples holding hands and embracing in 
parks, something not seen just a few years 
ago.

“There are parks everywhere, and 
people will picnic at a moments notice, 
even on grass median strips.

“South Tehran was a slum during the 
time of the Shah and after the Revolution of 
1979 the area was bulldozed, to be replaced 
by parks, free sports complexes and af-
fordable housing. Land was given to coop-
eratives and low interest loans were made 
available so that the coops could sell apart-
ments and houses to their members, elimi-

nating the slums and improving conditions 
for thousands of working class Iranians. 
Incredibly, remains of the tents from the 
opulent over the top ( and last) international 
party given by the Shah still stand today 
outside Persepolis, I am sure as a reminder 
of his incredible extravagances.

According to Tom, Iran is not as re-
strictive as we think. During one month of 
each year, the government cracks down and 
enforces laws governing dress for women 
and things such as public dancing. For the 
rest of the year, he says, things are much 
more “relaxed.” Smoking water pipes 
(called hubbly bubbly) was recently for-
bidden by the president because tobacco 
causes cancer, but was rescinded because of 
public outcry.

Capital punishment for murder is very 
much alive in Iran, but if the victim’s fam-
ily forgives the perpetrator the sentence is 
commuted and in some cases he or she is 
set free, according to the Koran.

After traveling all over Iran, Tom 
came to the conclusion that President Bush 
and Vice President Cheney should receive 
“failing grades in diplomacy.” 

“Iran is a complex society, demo-
cratic on one hand, autocratic and deeply 
religious on the other with restrictions that 
most Americans could not live under. But it 
is not for us to judge how ordinary Iranians 
live, that is up to them. We also should be 
aware that all Iranians did not support the 
Embassy hostage taking during President 
Carter’s administration. It was a group of 
student radicals who remembered the US 
backed coup that led to the overthrow of 
President Mossadegh in the 50’s and saw 
the Shah as an extension of US involvement 
in their country. They did not represent the 
citizens as a whole and many Iranians were 
as unhappy about it as were we.”

Given what he’s learned fi rst hand, 
Tom believes that having a peaceful Middle 

East simply is not the goal of the Bush ad-
ministration. “Offers by Iran to help in the 
early stages of the Iraq war were not even 
responded to by the administration, for ex-
ample. Without the assistance of Iran and 
its other neighbors Iraq will never be stable. 
The Bush administration has little or no 
plan to engage them, a very large mistake 
in my opinion.”

“The Iranians are a proud people with 
a rich history who have not invaded another 
country since the late 18th century and then 
only to reclaim jewels purloined by India. 
So in my opinion to base the fear of Iran 
wanting a nuclear weapon and being a po-
tential threat to us and the Middle East on 
the rambling rhetoric of a president who 
has far less power than our president is not 
only foolish but extremely dangerous. Just 
listen to how many times Bush and Cheney 
refer to the two statements by Ahmadinejad 
on which they base their war threats. The 
fi rst being the holocaust denial, where he 
was misquoted and the second about wip-
ing Israel off the map, which he does not 
have the power to do. War with Iran would 
be even more disastrous and costly than the 
present mess the Bush gang has got us into 
in Iraq.”

“It is only with the help of many 
friends and concerned citizens that I am able 
to make these trips, he concluded. “Without 
their support, I could not return with infor-
mation that may not be read in American 
newspapers or seen on television. Hope-
fully a more informed America will help in 
the process towards peace and understand-
ing with all nations and especially ‘the axis 
of evil.’ So I thank all who supported this 
trip from the bottom of my heart.”

To contact Tom Pratt about Citizen 
Diplomacy, his recent trip to Iran or future 
trips to other “hot spots” please telephone 
him on 540 687 8828.

News of Note
Middleburg Citizen Reports on Trip to Iran
Cites Benefits of “People to People” Diplomacy

Middleburg Balloon Pop 
a Huge Success 

T he Middleburg Busi-
ness and Profes-
sional Association 
sponsored a new 

event this year to encourage 
Christmas in Middleburg 
visitors to shop in the stores 
before and after the parades. 
Festive red and green bal-
loons were available for 
sale and were stuffed with 
$50 gift certificates from 
member businesses in town. 
Visitors were asked to pay 
a nominal fee of $5 which 
was later donated to the 
Middleburg Humane Foun-
dation. The balloons were 
such a hit, that planning has 
started to increase the pres-
ence for next year ’s parade.
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News of Note
Elisabeth Troye Plaskitt’s 
Fabulous Middleburg Shop

Hunt Country shoe affi ciona-
dos are hurrying to Middle-
burg’s newest shop, Nobel 
Nielsen on Madison Street, 

and they won’t be disappointed when 
they step inside.  Beautiful, sumptu-
ous, classically styled shoes preen on 
wall-to-wall perches in an amazing 
range of Italian inspired colors that 
will tempt every shopper.

Luxurious fi t and amazing com-
fort don’t really do justice to the im-
peccably constructed Franchetti Bond 
designs.  And the color pallet designer 
Baronessa Franchetti uses would 
drive Sarah Jessica Parker absolutely 
mad with desire.

Troye, a stunning native Virgin-
ian who is half Norwegian, purchased 

her fi rst pair of emerald green “mock 
crocs” in 2002 and when everyone 
asked her where she got her shoes, 
she sent them to Franchetti Bond in 
London’s Burlington Arcade.

After wearing Franchetti Bond 
shoes for several years, Troye was de-
voted to fi rm’s dedication to both style 
and comfort.

“Now,” she says smiling, “they 
can only be purchased in Middleburg 
and London.”

“These shoes are seamlessly lined 
with beautiful, soft kid skin leather to 
ensure that the wearer has absolutely 
no discomfort.  The craftsmanship is 
truly glorious.” Sumptuous suede and 
soft calf leather, casual, court shoes 
and boots are on display in opulent 
Tuscan tones:  Papal ruby red, sinful 
chocolate brown, Machiavelian black, 
creamy caramel, olive and evergreen, 
and Botticelli pink.

The impeccable fi t and delightful 
styles would be enough for most, but, 
until you’ve visited the Nobel Nielsen 
shop to see the color pallet for your-
self, one really cannot imagine the 
possibilities.

Should you wish a color dearer 
to you heart, swatches of dozens of 
beautiful shades from swimming pool 
blue to indigo, dove gray to puce and 
everything in between are available 
for special order.

The only problem is trying to 
leave the store without three pair or 
more.

It’s no surprise that Troye came 
back to an area of the world she loves, 
and even less of a surprise that she 
brought the fi nest in fashion with her.

After her Hill School graduation, 
a gap year in Norway and degrees in 
English Literature and Theatre from 
UVA, she went to New York to mod-
el.  Soon, she was working for Calvin 
Klein and Ralph Lauren as a merchan-
dise coordinator. But she always came 
home to Middleburg.

In 2002 when she bought her fi rst 
pair of Franchetti Bond shoes, she was 
living in Knockavilla, Ireland, an area 
well known for a Conemarra gelding 
named “Dundrum.”

“I’m so happy to be in Middleburg 
now,” she emphasized. “It is a plea-
sure to bring such beautiful shoes to 
discriminating Piedmont shoppers.  
They love them as much as I do, they 
recognize style and quality just as 
quickly as I did.”

When you visit Nobel Nielsen, 
be sure to see the shoes in glitter 
leather.  Precisely what you need for 
fancy dress parties.

Franchetti Bond shoes and boots 
range from $200 to $500 at Nobel 
Nielsen, 15 South Madison Street, 
Middleburg, Virginia.

Opening hours are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and appointments may be made 
by telephoning 540 687 8200.

Suddenly last week, Eve Fout, 
78,  of The Plains, a promi-
nent citizen and much ad-
mired defender of Virginia 

countryside, died following surgery 
at the University of Virginia Hospital.  
Her death is a great loss to her fam-
ily, friends and equestrian enthusi-
asts who, only in October, applauded 
her win of the North American Field 
Hunter Championship with Morning 
Pleasure.

Her commitment to the preserva-
tion of Fauquier County and the sur-
rounding environs was legendary. 

She and her late husband, Paul, 
were a partnership to be reckoned 

with in the steeplechase, foxhunting 
and horse show worlds.  For the past 
ten years she chaired the Piedmont 
Environmental Council, she was a 
renowned equine artist and an avid 
supporter of the U.S. Pony Club of 
Middleburg and Orange County.  She 
hunted with the Orange County Hunt 
and the Middleburg Orange County 
Beagles. She leaves three children: 
Doug and his wife both of The Plains; 
Nina of Middleburg and Virginia 
of California, and  her brother, Bill 
Prime of Warrenton, two grandchil-
dren, Dunn and Caroline Fout, and her 
stepmother, Inga Prime.

Passionate Horsewoman, Artist and 
Conservationist Eve Fout Dies 

Salamander Touch Previews 
Style and Elegance to Come

With a hustle and bustle 
Santa would envy, 
Middleburg’s new 
Salamander Touch re-

tail shop opened to serve a crowd 
of customers on December 1st dur-
ing the Christmas in Middleburg 
celebrations.

“We were here until all hours 
of the morning, working hard and 
enthusiastically to be sure every-
thing was finished and ready,” 
said Executive Assistant to the 
President Megan Carr.  “All our 
craftsmen and the entire support 
team were dedicated to meeting 
the opening deadline. We’re so 
grateful to them all for their com-
mitment.”

All the hard work was defi-
nitely worth the endeavor.  Sala-
mander Touch is filled with truly 
inspired items for discriminating 
individuals of a multitude of per-
suasions.  

In keeping with the unique and 
luxurious qualities Salamander 
Resort & Spa will embody when 
it opens in late 2009, the pretty 
shop offers a wide selection of 
stylish gifts, accessories, clothing 
and jewelry that compete success-
fully with the finest luxury product 
brands in every way except price.  

Fern Bratten, who manages 
the shop and has 25 years of re-
tail and luxury item experience, is 
confident that customers will be 
delighted with the quality of the 
selections.

“We’re so happy to bring these 
elegant and useful items to our 
customers,” she said.  “We’re con-
fident that the quality, creativity 
and uniqueness of our merchandise 
will be greatly appreciated, and I 
know they will love the prices!”

One need only look closely at 
the specially designed, sheer Ital-
ian wool throw to understand how 
much quality you’re receiving in 
signature Salamander items. Light 
weight, in cream with gray, pale 
greens and pale terracottas, they 
are the ideal wrap to snuggle up in 
at the game or in front of the fire.  
At Hermes, the price would ap-
proach $600 or more for an item of 
this quality.  At Salamander Touch, 

Local Groups Funded 
To Battle Breast Cancer 

Six non-profi ts serving thou-
sands of women for breast can-
cer detection and treatment in 
Loudoun and Fauquier Coun-

ties have been awarded funds from a 
Middleburg breast cancer group. 

The Cherry Blossom Breast Can-
cer Fund will disburse greater than 
100% of its funds raised in 2007 to 
local non-profi t organizations for de-
tection and treatment of breast cancer 
and to a regional cancer research cen-
ter for eradication of the disease. 

In its fi rst year, the Fund’s dona-
tions and three events generated ap-
proximately $56,000, almost twice 
the goal set last January. The 2008 
goal is $125,000. 

The Fund, part of the Piedmont 
Community Foundation, will grant 
the following: 

-Loudoun Community Health 
Center, Leesburg: $2000 to pay for 
the fees charged by breast cancer spe-
cialists for women unable to pay.

-FISH, Middleburg: $1000 to pay 
for the breast cancer drugs needed by 
local women.

-Loudoun Voluntary Caregiv-
ers, Leesburg: $1500 for outreach to 
senior citizens on the need for breast 
cancer exams and mammograms.

-Blue Ridge Hospice: $2000 for 
hospice care of breast cancer patients.

-Digital mammograms by a mo-
bile unit owned by George Wash-
ington University: $3600 for a visit 
to provide mammograms scheduled 
by the Leesburg Community Health 
Center. This grant follows one in 
September in which 17 women were 
given free digital mammograms in 
Middleburg.

-Fauquier Hospital, Warrenton: 
$30,000 toward the $500,000 price of 
the Hospital’s fi rst digital mammogra-
phy system The Fund’s leaders have 
committed to reach out to the com-
munity for another $225,000 to pay 
on the unit over the next four years. 
The Hospital will fund the remainder 
itself and procure the system in mid-
2008, the Hospital staff stated. Digital 

systems are the most advanced capa-
bility in mammography and detect 
28% more cancers than fi lm-based 
systems. 

-Research to eradicate breast 
cancer: $11,000 to either Georgetown 
University’s Lombardi Cancer Center 
or George Washington University’s 
Cancer Institute. A down-select will 
be made by mid-December. 

“Given Middleburg’s location 
at the Loudoun and Fauquier county 
lines, we wanted to help the women 
of both communities, Fund Advisor 
and breast cancer patient, Mary Jo 
Jackson, stated. “Fauquier Hospital, 
for example, a community non-profi t 
conducting fi lm-based mammograms 
on more than 6,500 women this year, 
could not purchase the digital system 
in 2008,” she said. “Our total pledge 
will allow these dedicated people to 
increase their ability to catch the dis-
ease early”  

Fund founder, James Atkins, 
added, “The Loudoun/Fauquier com-
munity very generously, and beyond 
our expectations, trusted us to make a 
difference in the lives of our mothers, 
daughters, wives, sisters and friends”. 
“We committed to expend their mon-
ies wisely and expeditiously”, he said, 
“to save as many lives as soon as pos-
sible. We believe we have met that 
pledge so we hope that our wonder-
ful friends will help us make a greater 
difference the next few years.”

In 2008 the Fund will conduct 
a breast cancer awareness seminar 
in April at the Middleburg Commu-
nity Center and its second annual Na-
nette’s Walk in the Fall. These events 
and direct donations are expected to 
raise at least $125,000 for distribution 
in December 2008. 

Donations may be mailed to the 
Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Fund, 
c/o the Piedmont Community Foun-
dation, Box 402, Middleburg, 20118. 
For information contact James Atkins 
at 703.447.2302 or jp.atkins@yahoo.
com. 

Continued Page 38



Page 10   Middleburg Eccentric    •   December 13, 2007 ~ January 23, 2008

www.mbecc.com

Middleburg Eccentric   •    December 13, 2007 ~ January 23, 2008 Page 11

www.mbecc.com

Gratitude, generosity and a peaceful countenance will be 
welcomed gifts by all as we celebrate Christmas and conclude a 
year that has been tumultuous at best.  Signs of concern are as 
evident as traditional decorations this season.

 
Worried parents who long for their children to return from 

a war zone, harried home owners who were sold a bill of goods 
by greedy lenders, retailers who have a sinking feeling that gas 
prices may consume every dollar in their customers’ pockets 
and youngsters who hope for long, cozy hours in front of the 
tree with their families all know their wishes may not come 
true, but they can’t stop themselves from wishing.

 
We hope for improved perspectives for everyone this year 

and next.  For strong, selfless leaders who put their constituents 

before themselves; for the courage and confidence to invest in 
the future of struggling families and children who simply won’t 
make it to a productive adulthood without help; for wise, coura-
geous individuals who take action to address desperation when 
they encounter it.

 
It’s a lot to hope for, but without the will to make it hap-

pen, we’ll lose the humanity we all need to make our way in 
the world.

Middleburg Eccentric welcomes and encourages Letters to the 
Editor. Letters must be signed and include writer’s name, address and 
daytime phone number. Please submit letter via email: editor@mbecc.
com or P.O. Box 1768, Middleburg VA 20118

Editor’s Desk
Good Will to All

Red vs. Blue

Rant & Raves

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:

As temperatures drop, mice, rats, and other an-
imals are scurrying inside homes and offices for 
warmth. An encounter with a wayward rodent at 
my office three years ago forever changed how I 
see these animals.

I arrived early one morning to find a tiny mouse 
stuck to a glue trap, shrieking in pain and fear. I 
gently worked him free, but the cruel trap had al-
ready claimed his left eye and some of his fur. 

I took the terrified little guy home. After nearly 
a year, he trusted me enough to take an almond 
from my hand. Before long, he was climbing onto 
my hand, running up my arm, and nibbling my ear. 
He would race to the top of his home when I re-
turned from work, kept me company on my desk 
while I paid bills, and slept in a flower pot while 
I watched TV.

Mousey has since passed away, but I know that 
each one of the countless other mice and rats who 
suffer and die on glue traps and other killing de-
vices is just as special and deserving of life as 
Mousey was. Please, choose humane live traps and 
give other mice like Mousey the chance to live.

Tylee Marion
McLean, VA

To the Editor:
This is in response to John Shilling’s “Rant and 

Rave.” (Middleburg Eccentric, November 2007)
We are spending over one trillion dollars on the 

Iraq War.  The war is about oil.  It might be cheap-
er just to buy the oil.

We have hurt or killed a lot of people, both mili-
tary personnel and civilians.  We have not achieved 
our objectives.  We have not found the weapons of 
mass destruction.  We have not provided Iraq with 

a proper government.  We have not even reduced 
the price of oil.

I think that it would have been cheaper just to 
buy the oil, even if it means buying it from the 
Iraqis who control it, rather than going to all the 
expense, bother and military injuries of fighting 
a war.  We are not saving any money by spending 
more on the war than it would cost us to purchase 
the oil in the first place.

The Pentagon has too big an influence on our 
country’s actions.  It wants to use its abilities, 
which it has been trained to do, even when it is not 
in our best interests to use all that military train-
ing.  Like a child who has just graduated from a 
course, the Defense Department is eager to show 
us how it has the ability to invade a foreign coun-
try and use all its expensive equipment.  In this 
case, a military invasion was not the best way to 
handle the situation.  It was just a way for the pen-
tagon to show off its abilities.

Part of the problem is that Americans use more 
oil than necessary.  We drive SUV’s when small, 
efficient cars would do.  We build huge houses that 
require too much home heating fuel.  We subsidize 
highways 90% while not building mass transit and 
bike trails.  

We think bus service will reduce property val-
ues, turning neighborhoods into slums.  One bus 
can take 40 cars off the road, reducing traffic con-
gestion, air pollution and oil consumption.  

We prohibit earning money at home, which 
would reduce commuting drastically.  We do not 
enable telecommuting (using a computer to com-
municate from home to the office or the school), 
which many people could do if it were possible.  

We do not make mass transit convenient, nor do 
we subsidize it.  We do not even have adequate 
sidewalks. People have to drive whether they want 
to or not.  Non-drivers are confined to the house, 
with no income, even in low-income families 

where the non-driver income is sorely needed. (I 
have been in such a family for 25 years, deprived 
of an income because I have no transportation.  My 
eyes are too bad to drive.  The head of the family 
makes $11.25 an hour in a job he has held for 27 
years.  We have two kids.)  

We even import our vegetables from California 
or Mexico, delivering them in petroleum-burning 
vehicles, instead of eating locally grown food.  We 
need to eat local food!

We would not have to import our oil from coun-
tries that do not like us if we would cut down our 
consumption, but the SUV’s, oversized houses, 
new roads, and 3000-mile-away vegetables are 
selling like hot cakes.  We even wear clothes that 
are made in foreign countries and transported here 
in oil-burning ships.  

It is time for Americans to stop using so much oil 
and stop grabbing all the oil on the planet.  We are 
using several times as much petroleum as we really 
need.  Nobody needs a house over 2,000 square 
feet, a large vehicle when a sub-compact would do, 
clothing and food imported from hundreds of thou-
sands of miles away, going to the office five days 
a week when much of the work could be done at 
home, or the vast subsidies given to VDOT for new 
roads when bus service, bike trails, sidewalks, and 
light rail could move people from place to place 
more efficiently.

Covering the entire surface of the earth with 
concrete [and] taking away people’s yards to make 
new highways is not a good thing to do.  

Freight should be moved by railroad, not by 
truck.

Think about it, please.

 Elin Larson
 Purcellville

Dan Morrow - (D)

As people and parts fl y off the sinking 
ship of state; as casualties and costs mount 
abroad; as crime, corruption and cover-up 
generate a sordid rainbow on a growing oil-
slick of incompetence; with ever increasing 
irony the President invites us to embrace 
him as a 21st century Winston Churchill, 
with Saddam Hussein as Hitler, and the war 
in Iraq as the moral equivalent of World War 
II.

Mr. Bush, his Vice President, and their 
well-meaning enablers would have us be-
lieve, that they, and they alone, see the world 
as it is;  that they alone see God’s own truth;  
and that they alone can protect our country 
and the world against fools, appeasers, and 
whatever they’re calling the enemy this 
week.

Forget the obvious ironies: that our 
President would be hard pressed to read one 
of Mr. Churchill’s speeches aloud, much less 
write one, or that Iraq’s late dictator ruled 
a thoroughly run-down, disunited country 
with a population some 8 million smaller 
than metropolitan Tokyo. 

Forget the 20 million soldiers and 40 
million civilians killed in World War II.  For-
get the First War, and those lost in the global 
infl uenza pandemic that followed it, and the 
human and fi nancial devastation of the Great 
Depression.  

Remember instead that the Second war 
was a consequence of the First . . . and that 
the First War’s bungled peace triggered a 
cascade of consequences that shaped, among 

other things, the Second World War and Ko-
rea, the Cold War, Vietnam, and all the trou-
bles that have plagued the Middle East since 
the fall of the Turkish Empire.

 What Bush faces is not the Battle of 
Britain, but the aftermath of Versailles . 
. . and, irony of ironies he emulates the 
French.

After the Great War, despite victory,  
France and her leading politicians lived in 
fear and anger, and governed accordingly.

Unlike Mr. Bush, however, they had 
good reason to do so.  French losses in the 
fi rst war were so great that its leaders refused 
to report casualty fi gures publicly for near-
ly a decade. They fi lled their armies with 
troops from abroad.  They paid mothers to 
have children.  They built a wall along their 
border. 

Ironically, the French feared a shattered 
enemy.  That fear, understandable though 
it was,  helped destroy Wilson’s dream of 
a just peace;  produced an occupation that 
further discredited German democracy;  and 
shaped policies that empowered the most vi-
cious critics of France’s own best hope for 
a peaceful future, the fragile new German 
Weimar Democracy.  

By 1933, the German economy had 
been destroyed not once, but twice;  France’s 
two most important allies had all but aban-
doned her; and Germany’s new Chancellor, 
playing upon his own people’s humiliation, 
anger, and fear, had  launched a domestic 
war on “terrorism.”  

The Nazis defi ned their enemies early, 
and in terms French policy helped defi ne. 

The new “enemies” were all those who 
could be associated, rightly or wrongly, with 
the lost war, the “French” occupation, a de-
stroyed economy, and a failed government.  
They were communists, liberal democrats, 
the Catholic “center,” and, eventually, even 
the conservative parties of the traditional 
German right.

Ironically, our President’s words and 
actions in the Islamic world are less echoes 
of Churchill in 1940 than Poincare in 1919 
and 1923.  He empowers the enemies the 
fears most, and sows the seeds of authori-
tarianism.

Iraqis, most of them now under 25 
years old, will tell stories of the American 
occupation to their children’s children.  They 
will speak of its toll in lives and treasure; re-
member its grinding incompetence and the 
hapless Iraqi governments it produced; and 
perhaps most important, they will denounce 
for generations the humiliation it represented 
to them, to Iraq and to Islam.

Proponents of an Iraqi secular democ-
racy will be denounced as collaborators and 
enemies of the state. If the territorial integri-
ty of the country can be preserved at all, only 
a new strong man will be able to unite Kurd, 
Sunni, and Shia under a new Iraqi fl ag.  

Guess which enemies that strong man 
will denounce, at home and abroad.  Guess 
which allies he will attract.

The war in Iraq is not the Battle of Brit-
ain;  it’s Versailles, reparations and the Ruhr.  
And Bush is no Churchill; at best he’s a dim 
shadow of the well-meaning, misguided 
Raymond Poincare.

Bush is No Churchill

Ken Rietz - (R)

We are fortunate to live in a part of 
Virginia that still celebrates Christmas with 
Christmas Trees, Christmas Cards, Christ-
mas Parades and other Christmas activi-
ties.

That is not true in other parts of our 
country where, under the guise of political 
correctness, the word ‘CHRISTMAS’ has 
been replaced by the generic, non-contro-
versial, “inoffensive,” ‘HOLIDAY.’

The following poem, received anony-
mously, describes my sentiments well:

Twas the month before Christmas
 When all through our land,
Not a Christian was praying
Nor taking a stand.
The “politically correct police” had 

taken away,
 The reason for Christmas - no one 

could say.
The children were told by their schools 

not to sing,
About Shepherds and Wise Men and 

Angels and things.
It might hurt people’s feelings, the 

teachers would say

December 25th is just a “Holiday.”
Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, 

checks and credit
Pushing folks down to the fl oor just to 

be sure to get it!
CD’s from Madonna, an X BOX, an 

I-pod
Something was changing, something 

quite odd!
Retailers promoted Ramadan and 

Kwanzaa
In hopes to sell books by Franken & 

Fonda.
As Targets were hanging their trees 

upside down
At Lowe’s the word Christmas - was 

nowhere to be found.
At K-Mart and Staples and Penny’s 

and Sears
You won’t hear the word Christmas; it 

won’t touch your ears.
Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty
Are words that were used to intimi-

date me.
Now Daschle, Now Darden, Now 

Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen
On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on 

Clinton!

At the top of the Senate, there arose 
such a clatter

To eliminate Jesus, in all public mat-
ter.

And we spoke not a word, as they took 
away our faith

Forbidden to speak of salvation and 
grace

The true Gift of Christmas was ex-
changed and discarded

The reason for the season, stopped be-
fore it was started.

So as you celebrate “Winter Break” 
under your “Dream Tree”

Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me.
This year I say we bring back the rea-

son
And say to all why we really celebrate 

this season,
So choose your words carefully, 

choose what you say
And shout “MERRY CHRISTMAS,” 

not Happy Holiday!

Ken Rietz, a resident of Delaplane, is 
a former Deputy Chairman of the Republi-
can National Committee.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Tom Pratt

The recent Annapolis meet-
ing of nations concerned with 
peace between Israel and Pal-
estine is as remarkable for what 
was not discussed as it is for what 
was discussed.

Here are just a few key is-
sues not discussed:

-Since 1972 to the present 
the US has vetoed 42 U.N. reso-
lutions critical of Israel.

-From 1955 to 1992 there 
were 65 resolutions by the U.N. 
Security Council critical of Israel 
and none critical of Palestine.

-The illegal settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip

-The term Apartheid, which 
is used in most of the rest of the 
world, including Israel to describe 
the Israel/ Palestine situation.

-U.N. Resolution 94 con-
cerning the right of the Palestin-
ian people to return.

 -Sharing Jerusalem or end-
ing the occupation of East Jeru-
salem

-The words, “Borders, Wall, 
Fence or Barrier”

If just these were on the 
table, there might be a better 

chance for success.
A few more points to pon-

der in the quest for peace in the 
Middle East.

Israel says it is not building 
new settlements in accordance 
with the “Road Map” of 2003.  
BUT…..  they are expanding the 
133 illegal ones, which, in itself, 
is enough to destroy the option 
for a Palestinian state.

Israel has over 560 border 
check points which thwart eco-
nomic viability by restricting 
trade in and out of the occupied 
territories.  They also prevent ac-
cess to health and education and 
inhibit practically all freedom 
of movement. Untold numbers 
of businesses have closed in the 
West Bank and Gaza because 
of the restrictions on trade im-
posed by Israel; hundreds if not 
thousands have been forced into 
unemployment.   The concern of 
many is that those made redun-
dant by the closings will join ter-
rorist organizations in retaliation, 
thus making the security of Israel 
more precarious. 

 On average, Palestinians 
are not allowed to use more than 

Hypocrisy

Matt Sheedy 

The Good News.  The 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) fi nally got the mes-
sage.  Thanks to the efforts of 
political leaders throughout 
the region, including Governor 
Kaine, Attorney General Mc-
Donnell, Congressmen Davis 
and Wolf, dozens of local and 
national organizations and, 
most importantly, the outcry 
from the public, the DOE has 
decided to rehear this outra-
geous handout to the coal and 
utility industries. Hopefully, 
the rehearing will be the fi rst 
step toward eliminating this 
anti-market, government in-
tervention which subsidizes 
the dirtiest coal fi red plants in 
the nation, undermines tech-
nological innovation, abuses 
property owners, tramples on 
states rights, damages historic 
resources and is generally an-
tithetical to every aspect of de-
veloping a progressive energy 
policy in this country. It also 

shows that we have the power 
to stand up to these mighty 
special interests and make a 
difference.

The Bad News. The Na-
tional Interest Electric Trans-
mission Corridor (NIETC) 
designation was not stayed and 
the twelve month clock is still 
ticking on our local transmis-
sion line case currently in front 
of the State Corporation Com-
mission (SCC).  We will con-
tinue to need public support to 
ultimately defeat this designa-
tion.  We also hope the Gover-
nor and Attorney General will 
take an even greater leadership 
role in this battle and consider 
litigating the case and leverag-
ing political pressure points as 
they are doing in other affected 
states such as Pennsylvania 
and New York.

Although it’s important 
to savor every victory in what 
will be a long fi ght, we cannot 
afford to relax now.  The criti-
cal battles are in Virginia.  If we 

DOE AGREES TO REHEAR 
THE NIETC DESIGNATION
The Good News and the Bad 
News: Don’t Give Up the Fight

Continued Page 23

Continued Page 23
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Pastimes
Old Traditions, New Flavors
Your Personal Chef
Alyson Browett

This time of year always evokes 
childhood memories of tree deco-
rating, big smiles in anticipation 
of goodies overfl owing from 

stockings on Christmas morning, and, of 
course, leaving cookies and milk for Santa.   
While I’ve always enjoyed these holiday 
family traditions, I have never been a strict 
follower of them. (I stopped a long-held 
family traditional of eating spaghetti and 
meatballs on Christmas Eve because I 
didn’t like spaghetti and meatballs.   What 
child doesn’t like spaghetti and meatballs?)  
Therefore, I’ve decided to resurrect some of 
my family’s cookie recipes and start some 
of my own holiday baking traditions.  

Christmas cookies originated in the 
Middle Ages, with the traditional German 
lebkuchen (gingerbread) and the English 
sugar cookie cut with Dutch and Ger-
man cutters becoming popular early (The 
Food Timeline, http://www.foodtimeline.
org/christmasfood.html, accessed Nov. 29, 
2007).  Spices and dried fruits from the In-
dian and Mediterranean subcontinents were 
rare and expensive, so only used on special 

occasions, such as weddings and holidays.   
Traditions arose and grew and were passed 
down through families over the centuries. 

My great-grandmother passed down 
several recipes that are classics. I can re-
member baking numerous sugar cookies, 
cut with old cutters in the shapes of Santa 
with his bag of toys, candy canes, or Christ-
mas trees, and topped with nonpareils of 
silver, sprinkles of rainbow colors and red 
hots.   But I also remember the special treat 
of rum balls and cheese wafers.  We only 
made these items once a year, hence lend-
ing uniqueness to our Christmas tradition.  

The other ubiquitous institution dur-
ing our holiday was traditional fruitcake.  I 
try it every year, and every year I hate it.   Its 
density of a quasar, its over-sweet taste that 
makes my mouth cringe – yuck.   Soaked 
in rum or brandy or not, it doesn’t matter.   
And what’s up with those green and yel-
low cherries?  Aren’t cherries supposed to 
be red?  And NOT fl uorescent red?   My 
family loves it.  My husband loves it.  And 
I can’t stand it.  So this year, I’ve created 
what I hope to become a new traditional 
fruitcake, without the corn syrup and food 
coloring.

This year consider expanding your 
palette and enticing friends, family and 
neighbors with new fl avor mixtures and 
recipes, such as the ones below.   And, as al-
ways, include your kids in the baking expe-
rience – they’ll remember it for a lifetime.  

Chocolate Candy 
Cane Biscotti

Created by Alyson Browett
These make great gifts because they 

are perfect dipped into hot chocolate or tea 
and they last a while.   Wrap them in col-
ored cellophane bags tied with a cute ribbon 
and give them to friends and neighbors!

 
¾ cup sugar

¼ lb. (1 stick) unsalted butter, soft-
ened

½ cup molasses

3 eggs

3 cups fl our

½ tablespoon baking powder

¼ unsweetened cocoa powder

3 oz. unsweetened chocolate

1 ½ cups crushed candy canes

1 bag (1 ½ - 2 cups) white chocolate 
chips

Preheat oven to 350°. Sift together the 
fl our, baking powder and cocoa powder.  
Set aside.  In a double boiler (or a heatproof 
bowl over a pot of shallow simmering wa-
ter), melt the unsweetened chocolate and 
half the butter, stirring and checking about 
every 15-30 seconds.   Meanwhile, using 
a mixer or hand blender, beat together the 
other half of the butter, eggs and molas-
ses.  When the chocolate/butter mixture 
is cooled slightly, slowly add it to the egg 
mixture while beating, so as not to cook the 
eggs.   Stir in ½ cup of the crushed candy 
canes.  Next, blend in the sifted dry ingre-
dients, preferably using a large spoon or a 
paddle attachment on a mixer.  

When combined, using fl oured hands, 
shape the dough into two loaves – each 
about 3 inches wide, 10 inches long and 
1-1 ½ inches tall – and place on a greased 
and lightly fl oured baking sheet.   Bake 
loaves for 30 minutes, remove and let cool 
for about 30 minutes.  Lower the oven tem-
perature to 300°.  When the loaves are cool, 
slice on a diagonal, about ¾ inch thick.  
Place the slices back on the baking sheet 
and bake for 20-30 minutes on each side to 
dry them out.  

After the biscotti are cooled and hard, 
melt the white chocolate in a double boiler.  
Spread the remainder of the crushed candy 
canes onto a shallow plate.  Dip one end 
into the chocolate, using a spatula to spread 
the chocolate in a thin layer up the sides.   
Quickly press all sides of the biscotti into 
the candy cane pieces, so that they stick 
into the chocolate.  Place coated biscotti on 
a baking tray lined with parchment or wax 
paper to let the chocolate harden.   Enjoy 
when cooled!  Makes about 30 biscotti.

Everyone Can Love 
THIS Fruitcake

Created by Alyson Browett
Alter this recipe with the spices (if you 

hate cardamom, don’t include it) and dried 
fruits; but I promise this fruitcake will please 
many more than the corn-syrup-, food-col-
oring-laden “traditional” version.  

 
¾ cup packed brown sugar

½ cup honey

½ cup molasses

2 navel oranges

1 lemon

2 cups pecans, walnuts, hazelnuts or 
other nuts, toasted lightly

4 cups dried fruit (I used cherries, cur-
rants, cranberries, unsulfured apricots, 
dates and pineapple)

2 eggs

3 cup fl our

½ teaspoon baking soda

½ teaspoon baking powder

½ teaspoon salt

½ teaspoon ground nutmeg

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon

½ teaspoon ground allspice

½ teaspoon ground cardamom

½ teaspoon ground allspice

¼ teaspoon ground ginger

¾ cup your favorite liqueur or fortifi ed 
wine (Frangelico, Chambord, Grand 
Marnier, Brandy, Port, etc.) (optional)

Cut any of the fruit into smaller pieces, 
if necessary.  Using a microplane or zester, 
zest the oranges and lemon.   Set zest aside.  
Juice the oranges and lemon, and add the 
juice to the fruit (if using, add ¼ cup of li-
queur), and refrigerate.   Sift together the 
fl our, baking soda and powder, and spices.  
Set aside.  Heat the honey and molasses in a 
saucepan over medium heat.   When com-
bined, stir in the sugar and stir until melted, 
then cool the mixture.  Using a mixer or 
hand blender, beat the eggs.  Using a higher 
setting on the beater, slowly add the cooled 
sugar mixture to the beaten eggs so as not to 
cook the eggs.   When all the sugar is added 
and combined, stir in the fruit, juice, nuts 
and zest.  Finally, stir in the sifted fl our mix-
ture.   Refrigerate the dough for one hour. 

Preheat oven to 375°.  Grease and 
lightly fl our two 9” x 5” loaf pans. Spread 
the dough in the pans and bake for 20 min-
utes.   Reduce the heat to 300° and bake for 
another 60-70 minutes, or until a cake tester 
or toothpick stuck into the center comes out 
clean.  Remove the pans from the oven and 
cool.   Remove loaves from pan, slice and 
serve!  If using liqueur, poke holes in the 

top, bottom, and sides of the loaves using a 
carving fork and pour ¼ cup of liqueur over 
each.   Wrap tightly in plastic, then in alu-
minum foil, and store in fridge.  Makes two 
9”x5” loaves.  (You can bake the mixture in 
smaller loaf pans, but your baking time will 
be shorter.)

Great Grandmother
 Birdie’s Cheese Wafers

This is a great recipe for kids, as it in-
volves a lot of mixing and rolling by hand, 
but be prepared for greasy fi ngers! The 
fi nished product tastes like “a Cheez-It on 
steroids,” according to a friend.

½ lb. extra-sharp or sharp cheddar 

cheese, grated

½ lb. (2 sticks) unsalted butter, soft-
ened

¼ teaspoon salt

2 cups sifted fl our

1 cup chopped pecans

¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper or 
cayenne pepper (optional, but gives 
it kick!)

Several dashes of Worcestershire 

sauce (optional)

Work up softened butter by hand.  
Gradually add cheese, mixing well.   Add 
salt.  Gradually add fl our, mixing well by 
hand.  Mix in remaining ingredients.  Form 
the dough into several rolls, each about 1 
½ inches in diameter.   Roll each in waxed 
paper, and freeze or chill well.  Slice pieces 
about ¼” thick and bake on trays at 350° 
for 12 to 16 minutes.   Carefully remove 
from the baking trays when slightly cool 
and continue to cool on rack. Makes about 
40-50 wafers.

Rum Balls
Put a twist on these holiday classics 

by using shortbread or graham crackers in 
place of the vanilla wafers or a different 
liquor in place of rum, such as bourbon, 
Grand Marnier or vanilla fl avored liqueurs.

60 small vanilla wafers, crushed 
fi nely

1½ cup nuts, chopped fi nely but not 
into fl our or paste

4 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa 
powder

5½ tablespoons honey

6 tablespoons rum 
Mix dry ingredients well.  Add honey 

and rum gradually.   Chill the mixture for 
at least an hour.  With lightly fl oured hands, 
form the mixture into balls and roll them in 
powdered sugar.  Keep the balls in a cov-
ered dish.   Makes 30-35 balls about the size 
of a ping-pong ball.

25th Anniversary

John and Chateau Gardecki, of Middleburg celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary with Countess Gertrude de Ponton 
d’Amecourt,  ,  and Princess Alexis Obolensky on Nov. 24th at 
Cosmos Club
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Karen Rexrode

Watching the sun rise 
and lay an orange 
light on tan fields 
in winter creates a 

visual warmth that creeps deep 
into the soul. At no other time of 
year do we experience this near 
absence of green in the land-
scape. The gardener often plants 
evergreens so that it doesn’t seem 
too drab. Entire gardens have 
been designed with winter in 
mind. Clipped evergreen hedges 
line walkways, kerria and Jasmi-
num nudiflorum are favorites for 

their green winter stems. These 
gardens are often placed in a 
strategic visual path, say outside 
the kitchen window or directly 
out from the bedroom. It’s only 
logical that the gardener would 
want to green the landscape up, 
but maybe the garden should be 
warmed up with tans, browns, 
reds and oranges, and nothing 
else. Could it be done without 
any green? Using the warm side 
of the color wheel, everything 
from the color of the mulch to 
the use of certain perennials, 
trees, and shrubs, it would not 

be that difficult. Even the lawn 
could be changed so that it is in-
tentionally tan, a feat I have seen 
and admired very much.

Notice the dominance of 
tan or blond for the next two 
months. Prevalent in many or-
namental grasses, some are even 
native. The leaves of beech trees 
match this as does zoysia grass 
and the dried heads of most hy-
drangeas. In perennials, the dried 
seed heads of lilies are exactly 
that tan, as well as the seed pods 
on hardy hibiscus. Don’t cut 
the leaves on Siberian iris, they 

are perfect for the warm winter 
garden with upright blades of 
brown.

Great blocks or sweeps of 
color may be needed and brown 
in richer colors like russet, cam-
el and chocolate added to enrich 
the palette. Some of this can be 
accomplished with mulch, per-
haps pebbles or pine straw. Even 
shredded hardwood in its natural 
color will work. A few evergreen 
shrubs turn brown in winter, one 
of the best is Juniperus horizon-
talis ‘Andorra’ which becomes a 
milk chocolate color. The dried 

heads of Pee Gee hydrangea are 
satisfactory. When trained as a 
small tree, the bent stems form 
a perfect archway, each branch 
dripping with the dried flower 
head from the summer before.

The peeling bark on a num-
ber of trees will warm the mix. 
Deciduous of course, the bare 
trunks must be warm. River birch 
some to mind but there are a few 
other perfect candidates. Con-
sider some of the cherry trees or 
prunus and the witch hazel rela-
tive Parrotia persica. There is 
the eloquent Acer griseum too, 
the holy grail for the gardeners 
warm garden with rich layers of 
brown exfoliating bark.

The final ingredient can now 
be inserted and these will knock 
the temperature up by several 
degrees. Yellow, gold, red and 
orange - a dabble here and there. 
Deciduous hollies are com-
pletely necessary. Bare branches 
loaded with berries in all of the 
warmest colors cannot be ig-
nored in this warm landscape. 
My current favorite is Ilex ‘Win-
ter Gold’ with berries that start 
as pale orange and age to yellow. 
The viburnums offer a few note 
worthy members, namely Vi-
burnum ‘Michael Dodge’ and V. 
setigerum - the latter produces 
berries that ripen from orange 
to red. The twigged dogwood, 
Cornus ‘Midwinter Fire’ earns a 
place, stems of brilliant yellow 
orange are so gorgeous. Flower-
ing witch hazels add color and 
fragrance. Rich in oranges but 
also yellow, the winter garden is 
always home for these fabulous 
shrubs that flower anytime from 
January to March. A scattering of 
heathes and heathers can be care-
fully selected to underplant. Va-
rieties like Calluna ‘Blazeaway’ 
speak for themselves, like a flow 
of molten lava, the warmth seeps 
into your soul. The gardeners 
chicken soup.

Alex Cudaback

This just in: New England 
Patriots head football coach 
Bill Belichick was seen 
smiling during his news 

conference following the Patriots’ 
utter dismantling of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers last Sunday afternoon. Even 
more disconcerting, during the same, 
aforementioned news conference, 
Belichick was heard laughing and 
joking with a member of the media.

The Earth resumed spinning mo-
ments later when Belichik assured 
anyone who cared to know that, 
yeah, the Patriots had played against 
LOTS of safeties better than Anthony 
Smith, the poor second-year Steeler 
who was burned throughout the 
game for touchdowns and long gains 
and who had apparently pricked the 
Patriots thin skin by boasting that 
his team would be the fi rst to knock 
them off this season.

Crikey, it’s got to get you riled 
up when opposing players have actu-
al confi dence and belief in the ability 
of their team. Sooooooo disrespect-
ful.

This past Saturday Tim Tebow 
became the fi rst underclassman 
to win the Heisman Trophy in the 
award’s 73-year history. The Florida 
quarterback led his Gators to a 9-3 
record in a brutally diffi cult SEC this 
year, compiling gaudy statistics at a 
dizzying pace and setting afl utter the 
hearts of Gators fans everywhere 
when he said he had no intention 
of leaving school early to pursue 
an NFL career. With Tebow at the 
helm for the next two years, watch 
for Florida to make strong cases for 
the national Championship in each 
of them.

I wonder what the ol’ ball coach 
would give to be back coaching his 
alma mater right about now…

The Redskins, still reeling from 
the tragic loss of Sean Taylor, took 
a must-win game from the Bears 
last Thursday. Whether it was the 
emotion of Taylor’s loss, the short 
week of practice between Sunday 
and Thursday games, the loss of 
Jason Campbell early in the fi rst 
half, or some combination thereof, 
the ‘Skins really seemed to come 
together against the once mighty 
Bears, hanging their fi rst real com-
plete game performance on an oppo-
nent since early in the season. 

Todd Collins performed well 
enough in replacing Campbell for 
the rest of the game, going 15 for 20 
and throwing two touchdowns, that 
he seems to be Washington’s starting 
QB for the rest of the season. Now 
Collins gets to show us all what a 
quarterback who knows Al Saunders’ 
vaunted offensive system as well as 
the man who invented it should be 
able to do.

And Mark Brunell is now just 
one play away from returning to his 
role as a starter.

Over in Nats-land, mad-scien-
tists Stan Kasten and Jim Bowden 
traded for Lastings Milledge and 
Elijah Dukes over the past couple of 
weeks, giving up Ryan Church and 
Brian Schneider for Milledge and 
minor league pitcher Glenn Gibson 
for Dukes. Losing Church and Gib-
son amounts to a drop in the bucket; 
Church’s shine had worn off notice-
ably with management over the last 
couple seasons and minor league 
pitchers are a dime a dozen. Losing 
Schneider is a little bit more pain-
ful, particularly given he’d played 
his entire career with the Expos/Na-

tionals and served as a real leader in 
the clubhouse. While his offensive 
production had dipped recently, his 
defense behind the plate and ability 
to settle a pretty ragtag pitching staff 
will defi nitely be missed.

In Milledge and Dukes, who 
knows what the Nationals are get-
ting. The ceiling on both these guys 
is sky-high; just a year ago, Milledge 
was considered an untouchable, fi ve-
tool talent in the New York Mets’ 
farm system. If everything plays out 
just right, they could fi nd themselves 
at the heart of one of the premier 
outfi elds in Major League Baseball. 
The fl ip side of the coin isn’t quite 

so pretty, though. Both Milledge 
and Dukes have had scrapes with 
the law, Dukes most recently when 
he supposedly violated a restraining 
order and threatened one of the four 
mothers of one of his fi ve children. 
Milledge has had off the fi eld trouble 
of his own, but his attitude is what 
proved to be the fi nal straw with his 
veteran teammates in New York.

However the moves turn out, 
though, you’ve got to give credit 
where credit is due; Kasten and 
Bowden are trying to make things 
happen, and they’re not mortgag-
ing the future of the franchise to try 
shooting the moon.

Not quite sure what to make 
of the football team to the north, 
the hapless Ravens. One week after 
snatching defeat from the jaws of 
victory in their heartbreaking loss to 
the Patriots and whining and moan-
ing and pointing fi ngers for days af-
terward, the Birds laid a monster of 
an egg against the Colts this passed 
Sunday. With his team comfortably 
ahead 37-7 in the fi rst half, Indy QB 
Peyton Manning didn’t even fi nish 
the third quarter. It was gross.

And lastly, Michael Vick, once 
the highest paid player in the NFL, 
has just been sentenced to 23 months 
in prison for his role in the Bad 

Newz Kennels dog-fi ghting scandal 
that came to light this summer. That 
means that, with possible time off for 
good behavior, the earliest Vick can 
be released is summer of 2009. The 
whole thing, from the animals that 
were abused, tortured and murdered, 
to Vick’s friends that rolled on him, 
to Vick’s life, once so full of mind-
blowing potential and now so thor-
oughly derailed, is just a tragedy.

What a waste.

cuda24@yahoo.com

Pastimes
Winter Gardens Love an Orange Light
The Plant Lady

Musings from Right Field
Seventh Inning Stretch
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Pat Daly

The clock is ticking down and 
you still don’t have your 
Christmas shopping done? 
Well, I’ve been there, done 

that, too. Then I realized that books 
make the best Christmas presents of 
all—you don’t have to worry about 
size, color, style, etc., and books are 
meant to be passed on or shared. 
When it comes to books, “re-gifting” 
is perfectly acceptable etiquette.

Here are some suggestions to 
help ease the stress associated with 
holiday shopping—and we’ll wrap 
them for you as well.

The Daring Book for Girls 

(HarperCollins) by Andrea Buchanan 
and Miriam Peskowitz is “the manual 
for everything that girls need to 
know—and that doesn’t mean sewing 
buttonholes.” The authors have 
compiled some great information 
that is fun, informative and applies to 
tomboys and girly-girls alike. This is 
the feminine response to the popular 
The Dangerous Book for Boys, which 
is also still a good purchase for boys 
of any age. 

A past poet laureate of the U.S. 
once said that if you ever don’t know 
what to write, just write about a 
dog. In Good Dog. Stay. (Random 
House) Anna Quindlen has written 
a valentine to her beloved black 

lab Beau. As always, she combines 
wisdom and humor, and produces 
a sweet, lovely book that everyone 
who was ever owned by a dog will 
appreciate.

A completely different dog 
story is Dean Koontz’s The Darkest 
Evening of the Year (Bantam Books). 
Publisher’s Weekly calls this a 
“top notch thriller.” It involves an 
extraordinary, even magical, golden 
retriever, a fervent dog rescuer in 
peril, and some villains from both the 
human and dog species.

In Boom! (Random House), Tom 
Brokaw takes a long hard look at 
the turbulent decade of the 1960’s, 
in all its excess, excitement, and 

long-lasting impact. That was the 
decade when everything happened—
Woodstock, the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert 
F. Kennedy, development and 
widespread use of the birth control 
pill, and the glorifi cation of drug use. 
Brokaw has a charming, warm and 
intimate style, and anyone who lived 
through that decade will respond to 
this book.

For corporate gifts, books 
can’t be beat. We have a business-
to-business program that lets you 
purchase 25 or more copies of any 
book at a 25% discount and have the 
books drop shipped directly to you 
from the publisher with no shipping 

charge.  A few of this season’s 
favorites are Who Moved My Cheese? 
by Spencer Johnson, The Secret 
by Rhonda Byrne, The Next Level 
by Scott Eblin, The Tipping Point: 
How Little Things Can Make A Big 
Difference and Blink: The Power 
of Thinking Without Thinking by 
Malcolm Gladwell, and The Power of 
Kindness: The Unexpected Benefi ts 
of Leading a Compassionate Life by 
Piero Ferrucci.

For cooks with kids—or even 
those who don’t have children or 
grandchildren but who refuse to 
eat their vegetables—Deceptively 
Delicious: Simple Secrets to Get 
Your Kids Eating Good Food 
(HarperCollins) by Jessica Seinfeld 
makes a great gift. I want one myself! 
Imagine getting your kids to eat 
carrots and spinach by baking them 
in brownies! Just fi nding alternatives 
to all the packaged foods kids love is 
a terrifi c idea. You’ll fi nd more than 
just recipes in this book however, as 
Seinfeld tackles the power struggle 
over food with practical advice and 
an arsenal of good information.

Clapton (Broadway Books) is 
Eric Clapton’s autobiography, and he 
spares nothing, certainly not himself, 
as he tells his compelling and hear-
wrenching story. As he writes: “I 
found a pattern in my behavior that 
had been repeating itself for years, 
decades even. Bad choices were my 
specialty, and if something honest 
and decent came along, I would shun 
it or run the other way.” This is a 
courageous book.

Rhett Butler’s People (St. 
Martin’s Press) is not fl uff—it is a 
novel that was fully authorized by the 
Margaret Mitchell estate, and author 
Donald McCaig is an award-winning 
writer (Jacob’s Ladder) who takes us 
into Rhett Butler’s world and makes 
it come alive.

It’s been out for a while, but 
John Grisham’s Playing for Pizza 
(Doubleday) is a great book for 
football fans and fanatics, or just 
those who want to be entertained. It’s 
the story of a third-string quarterback 
so bad that the only place he can play 
football is with the Parma Panthers—
in Italy. 

For Harry Potter devotees, we 
offer one last, spectacular item: the 
Harry Potter Hardcover Boxed Set 
(Books 1-7). The books come in a 
handsome treasure chest—complete 
with sturdy handles and a privacy 
lock. This would also make a great 
gift for a child who is just reaching 
the age to begin reading these books. 

We also have some wonderful 
editions of Shel Silverstein’s 
master works, The Giving Tree 40th 
Anniversary Edition, Runny Babbit, 
A Light in the Attic (all published 
by HarperCollins). And don’t miss 
Olivia Helps with Christmas (Simon 
& Schuster) by Ian Falconer. This 
Caldecott Honor-winning piglet 
heroine is busy getting ready for 
Christmas, and she does a fi ne job of 
it, too.  

Here are a few other suggestions 
for children: Jan Brett’s The Three 
Snow Bears (Penguin Young Readers 
Group) is a lovely delight; Fancy 
Nancy and Fancy Nancy and the 
Posh Puppy  (HarperCollins) by 
Jane O’Connor with illustrations by 
Robin Preiss Glasser is perfect for 
children 5 to 8; anything by Laura 
Joffe Numeroff ( Merry Christmas, 
Mouse, If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie, If You Give a Pig a Pancake, 
all HarperCollins) or Eric Carle (The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, Brown 
Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 
See?and From Head to Toe, to name 
only a few).

Our shelves are groaning under 
the weight of so many wonderful 
books. Come by any time and we’ll 
help you fi nd just the right thing. 

Adrienne Lewis

One of the most common 
comments I hear from collectors 
is that they are running out of 
wall space and don’t have room 

for any new art. If you fi nd yourself in that 
position and want to know what options 
you have, the answer is quite a few.

Walls are not the only places that can 
be used to display paintings.  You can place 
paintings on bookshelves or in bookcases; 
or you can purchase small stands and place 
small paintings on tables.  

For larger paintings you can purchase 
easels which provide the fl exibility to 
move the painting to different locations 
in your home. Using easels can create 
dramatic effects and easels themselves can 
be beautiful pieces of furniture or art.

Other ideas include rotating the art 
you own, which I do all the time.  This 
provides your home with a new appearance 
each time you rotate your art.  Another 
possibility is sharing art with friends and 
swapping it on a limited basis.      

Many collectors who are running 
out of wall space should also consider 
sculpture.  While most people think of 

fi lling their walls they neglect their fl oor 
and shelf space.

Sculpture is a wonderful art form 
to begin collecting, and the offerings are 
many including glass, bronze, marble, steel, 
stone, etc. Like paintings sculpture comes 
in a wide range of styles and price ranges 
and can be functional or ornamental.

When selecting a work of sculpture 
you need to establish some parameters:

Do you have any specifi c 
requirements? Think about dimensions of 
the work, the space/function of the work, 
materials to be used etc.

Do you have any particular styles, 
colors, materials in mind?

- Once you have decided what you 
want to buy, you should also consider the 
following:

Installation - does it have any special 
requirements?

Delivery - is there an extra charge for 
this? Who will arrange delivery?

Size - will it fi t the space in my home 
or offi ce?

If you’d like to buy sculpture buy 
aren’t sure how to get started, here are some 
tips to fi nding the right piece for you.

Educate yourself. Don’t just buy 

sculpture for the sake of owning art. Learn 
about the history of sculpture and the 
mediums, movements, styles, and artists 
before you start looking.

Start small. Find a style or a few artists 
that you like and then decide how much 
space you have to display sculptural pieces 
and how much money you’d like to invest. 
Consider starting out with something that 
can comfortably rest on a table or consider 
a larger outdoor piece that can stand alone.

Go to galleries and art shows to begin 
shopping for your fi rst piece. It is always an 
advantage to view the work in advance of 
purchase as it may appear different from an 
image presented online.

Whether buying paintings or sculpture 
the same rules apply – buy what you love, 
buy from a reputable source and above all 
make that act of purchasing a pleasurable 
experience.

Adrienne Lewis is the owner of 
Trowbridge-Lewis Galleries on main street 
in Middleburg Va. The gallery sells original 
oil paintings and sculpture.

Wall Space Wanted
Pastimes
Holiday Book Ideas
Exploring Books
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don’t win at the SCC, the NIETC des-
ignation is irrelevant for Dominion’s 
proposed Power Towers. It’s Game 
Over.  Further, if we don’t modernize 
Virginia’s energy policies to empha-
size effi ciency, distributed generation, 
renewables, undergrounding, respect 
for property rights and advanced tech-
nology, we will face a continuing on-
slaught of new transmission lines such 
as the one Dominion Power currently 
plans to run from Hamilton down to 
the Middleburg substation and on to 
Warrenton.

The biggest threat we face right 
now is complacency. Some in our 
community, especially those along 
Dominion’s I-66 “Alternative Route,” 
are not fully engaged as they have 
been led to believe that they are no 
longer in peril from this transmission 
line.  They are wrong. Of the fi ve state 
agencies which expressed an opin-

ion on routing in their testimony to 
the SCC, four recommended the I-66 
Route.  Further, in the Routing Study 
that Dominion presented to the SCC, 
10 of the 14 criteria examined favored 
the I-66 Route. The SCC also has the 
power to consider additional routes as 
they have done in the Leesburg case. 
Without question, everyone in this 
community is threatened by this or a 
future Dominion transmission line. 
Dominion counts on public apathy as 
it picks off communities one by one. 
We must all fi ght together to stop this 
line and change the way energy busi-
ness is done in Virginia.

We are extremely fortunate to 
have a number of organizations in this 
area, including the Piedmont Environ-
mental Council, Virginia’s Commit-
ment, the Fauquier County Board of 
Supervisors and Virginians for Sensi-
ble Energy Policies that have worked 

hard to educate our community, fi ght 
Dominion’s transmission line pro-
posal, stop the NIETC corridor desig-
nation and improve Virginia’s energy 
policies. Their expert testimony to the 
SCC clearly proves that this line is 
not needed and will likely make our 
energy MORE expensive and LESS 
reliable while unquestionably damag-
ing our environment.  These groups 
need and deserve your continued sup-
port. Equally important, we need your 
ongoing involvement to testify at the 
SCC, write our elected leaders and 
stay informed.  Please visit the web 
sites for these organizations and fi nd 
out what you can do to preserve this 
hallowed ground.

Matt Sheedy is a resident of 
Delaplane and President of Virginians 
for Sensible Energy Policies.

DOE AGREES TO REHEAR
Continued from page 11

fi fty cubic meters of water per year while 
an illegal settler can use up to 2,400 and, 
to add insult to injury, the Palestinians 
pay double the price for their own wa-
ter! Israel takes 800 million of the 930 
cubic meters in the Palestinian-owned Is-
raeli occupied West Bank.  They also are 
forced to pay double the price the Israelis 
pay for electricity.

The Palestinians are obliged to pay 
Israeli market prices even though the Is-
raeli GDP is thirty times that of the Pal-
estinian.  

Israel collects the Palestinian taxes 
which belong to the Palestinians and then 
decides whether they can use their own 
money for health needs or education or to 
pay the salaries of teachers and doctors.

I will close with 2 paragraphs of 
quotes from former Time Magazine bu-
reau chief in Israel, Donald Neff.

“Aside from the core issues – refu-
gees, Jerusalem, borders - the major 
themes refl ected in the U.N. resolutions 
against Israel over the years are its unlaw-
ful attacks on its neighbors; its violations 
of the human rights of the Palestinians, 
including deportations, demolitions of 
homes and other collective punishments; 
its confi scation of Palestine land; its es-
tablishment of illegal settlements; and 
its refusal to abide by the U.N. Charter 
and the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention 
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Per-
sons in Time of War”.

And this fi nal quote which if said by 
Bush would really achieve his aspiration 
to be a “peace president” regarding the 
Middle East.

Again, from Donald Neff.
“The point is that aggressors have 

always answered the question of whether 

they want peace by their actions.  If the 
United States really wants peace in the 
Middle East, it must insist that Israel 
abide by the judgment of the world com-
munity as expressed in resolutions by the 
United Nations.  The U.S. can do this at 
any time simply by forsaking the use of 
the veto and joining world consensus.  
Anything less makes a sham of the peace 
process, and is demeaning to leaders of a 
democratic country”.

The Hypocrisy:  Israel is fomenting 
the terror that they are fi ghting against 
by keeping the Palestinians oppressed 
and occupied.  I would suggest that the 
recruitment of terrorists would be vastly 
reduced or possibly even eliminated if 
the Israelis would address and rectify all 
of the above inequities and treat the Pal-
estinians as equals.

Hypocrisy
Continued from page 11
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For more than sixty years, Jim 
Herbert has been known in 
the Piedmont as a farmer, 
a businessman, a pilot, a 

vestryman in his church, a member 
of the board of directors of the 
bank, and of the hospital, and of the 
schools his children attended. Most 
recently however, he was honored 
as a World War II “Legend” at The 
Gathering of Mustangs and Legends 
at Rickenbacker International Airport 
in Columbus, Ohio.

In commemoration of its 60th 
anniversary, the Air Force organized 
the event to recognize the men and 
women who fl ew the P-51 Mustang 
in combat during WWII.  As a salute 
their accomplishments on behalf 
of freedom, and to celebrate the 
famous Mustang plane itself, the 
Air Force’s Heritage Flight Program 
recently assembled The Gathering of 
Mustangs and Legends  and invited 
Jim Herbert to attend as one of the 
special guest veterans who fl ew the 
Mustang to participate in the three-
day program. 

As rare as the Mustang plane 
has become, the men and women 
who made history in their cockpits 
have become even rarer.  The event 
was organized as a fi nal gathering 
of Mustangs and Legends and as a 
salute to their wartime contributions 
that helped preserve all that we enjoy 
today. 

Jim Herbert, who graduated 
from Princeton University in 1940, 
was an ROTC cadet in fi eld artillery. 
After farming for a year in Fauquier 
County, he requested active duty in 
1941, and transferred into the air 
corps.

Herbert arrived in England at 
the 77th Fighter Squadron, 20th 
Fighter Group, a few days after 
the D-Day invasion in 1944 where 
he distinguished himself by fl ying 
fourteen combat missions in P-38’s 
and forty-three combat missions in 
P-51’s. 

For his heroism, he was awarded 
the Air Medal with fi ve Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross.  He retired with 
the rank of Major. He returned to 
farming in Fauquier County after the 
war, married his wife Betty in 1948.  
The Herberts have three sons, two 
daughters and nine grandchildren and 
live in Delaplane, VA to this day.

The meeting was focused 
entirely on documenting, preserving, 
and celebrating the living history 
of P-51 Mustang pilots and planes.   
Three days of amazing aerial 
demonstrations and performances 
included 80 Legends, 106 P-51 
Mustang aircraft and additional 
World War II fi ghters/bombers.  
U.S. Air Force aircraft including the 
elite demonstration teams for the F-
16 Viper, the F-15 Eagle, the F-22 
Raptor, the B-2 Stealth bomber, the 
USAF Thunderbirds and numerous 
heritage fl ights of these modern jets 
fl ew in tandem with P-51 planes.  
More than 150,000 visitors attended 
the event. 

At the Gathering of Mustangs 
and Legends, Herbert was involved 
in media panel interviews, video 
documentary interviews, autograph 
signings, oral history presentations, 
the fi lming of a special documentary 
featuring him and a nineteen-year-
old Mustang pilot.  He also enjoyed a 

reunion of squadron mates, meetings 
with current Air Force combat pilots 
and demonstration team pilots, and 
a formal banquet and ceremonies in 
honor of the Mustang pilots. 

One highlight for Herbert 
was joining Arnold Palmer and 
reminiscing with him about fl ying, 
friends, and family in Augusta, GA, 
home of the Masters Tournament. 
Another highlight was meeting the 
19-year-old Steve Hinton, the young 
Mustang pilot who, with the 89-year-
old Herbert were the subjects of a 
fi lm comparing Mustang perspectives 
across the 70-year spectrum of age 
between them. 

For Jim Herbert, it was a 
gratifying experience to participate 
in the Gathering of Mustangs and 
Legends proceedings. 

“Rejoining comrade veterans, 
meeting with today’s fl ying service 
men and women who are carrying on 
the Air Force mission and traditions, 
witnessing a remarkable air show 
with more than 150,000 in attendance, 
once again seeing 105 P-51 Mustangs 
and other WWII warbirds assembled 
at the event were all highlights of the 
proceedings,”  he said.

“It was especially satisfying to 
reach out and shake hands across 
two and three generations who came 
to learn more about the famous pilots 
and their planes and to say “Thank 
you” for their service that secured 
our freedoms today.”

For more information, please 
visit The Gathering of Mustangs 
and Legends www.gml2007.com and 
http://www.gml2007.com/legends/
herbert.asp.

Local Leader Becomes “Legend” 
at Air Force Heritage Event
Jim Herbert Honored for World War II Mustang Pilot Service
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Faces & Places
Christmas IN Middleburg
Middleburg Virginia, December 1, 2007
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard and Jay Hubbard
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Things to DO
LOUDOUN WILDLIFE 

CONSERVANCY
DECEMBER 2007 EVENTS

BEGINNER BIRD WALK -  Saturday,  Dec.  1 , 
9  -  10:30 am.  This  walk is  for  bird-watching 
beginners  and is  led by experienced birder  and 
natural is t  Phi l  Daley.  Learn about  what  to  look 
and l is ten for  and get  t ips  on ident i f icat ion and 
the best  tools  for  doing so.  Meet  a t  the Audubon 
Natural is t  Society’s  Rust  Nature  Sanctuary in 
Leesburg and br ing binoculars  i f  you have them. 
For  more information,  cal l  Phi l  Daley at  540-
338-6528.

BIRDING HOTSPOTS IN LOUDOUN COUN-
TY  Sunday,  Dec.  2 ,  8:30 a .m.  -  4  p .m.   Pre-
regis t ra t ion required.   Join Joe Coleman on a 
daylong search for  sparrows,  hawks,  waterfowl, 
and other  seasonal  birds  a t  some of  Loudoun 
County’s  r ichest  birding dest inat ions.  The group 
wil l  meet  a t  Audubon Natural is t  Society’s  (ANS) 
Rust  Nature  Sanctuary in  Leesburg and then pro-
ceed to  Beaverdam Reservoir,  Banshee Reeks 
and the Dulles  Wetlands,  before  ending the day 
at  Lucket ts .  All  levels  of  birders  are  welcome. 
Co-sponsored with ANS. Cost :  Members  (ANS 
& LWC):  $28;  Non-members:  $39.  To regis ter, 
contact  ANS at  301-652-9188,  Ext .  16.

 BIRDING BANSHEE  Saturday,  Dec.  8 ,  8 
a .m.  Join the Loudoun Wildl i fe  Conservancy 
and the Friends of  Banshee Reeks at  the Ban-
shee Reeks Nature  Preserve for  the monthly bird 
walk.  Because of  i ts  r ich and var ied habi ta t ,  th is 
par t  of  the county is  a  birding hot  spot .  Please 
br ing binoculars .  For  more information,  contact 
Joe Coleman at  540-554-2542 or  jcoleman@lou-
dounwildl i fe .org. 

SUNDAY IN THE PRESERVE  Sunday,  Dec. 
16,  1  p .m.  Join Phi l  Daley of  the Friends of  Ban-
shee Reeks and the Loudoun Wildl i fe  Conser-
vancy for  a  f ree  informal ,  family walk around 
the preserve.  For  more information,  cal l  the 

Banshee Reeks Nature  Pre-
serve at  703-669-0316.

 
ANNUAL CENTRAL 

LOUDOUN CHRISTMAS 
BIRD COUNT  Friday, 
Dec.  28.   Every year,  LWC 
part ic ipates  in  the Nat ional 
Audubon Society’s  Annu-
al  Chris tmas Bird Count . 
Star ted in  1899,  these 
surveys are  held al l  over 
the country.  The resul ts 
are  used to  bet ter  under-
s tand bird populat ions and 
their  heal th  and dynamics. 
LWC’s count-circle  has  a 
15-mile  diameter  and cov-
ers  177 square miles  of 
Loudoun’s  countryside: 
north to  Waterford,  south 
to  Aldie ,  east  to  Ashburn, 
and west  to  Purcel lvi l le . 
Everyone is  welcome,  both 
beginners  and expert  bird-
ers  (amateurs  are  teamed 

with experienced birders) .  I f  you are  interested 
in  par t ic ipat ing for  the whole day or  just  par t  of 
the day,  contact  Joe Coleman at  540-554-2542 or 
jcoleman@loudounwildl i fe .org.

CALMES NECK CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  
Saturday,  Jan.  5 .   There are  several  Chris tmas 
Bird Counts  in  Loudoun County besides  the Cen-
tral  Loudoun CBC.  The Calmes Neck Chris tmas 
Bird Count ,  which includes much of  far  western 
Loudoun County,  is  scheduled for  Jan.  5 .  The 
count  area includes a  wide var ie ty  of  habi ta t 
ranging from mountain forests  to  rural  subdivi-
s ions to  old farm f ie lds  and meadows,  with the 
Shenandoah River  running through the area.  I f 
you would l ike to  join the Calmes Neck Chris t -
mas Bird Count ,  contact 
Margaret  Wester  a t  540-
837-2799 or  margaretwest-
er@hotmail .com. Joe Cole-
man,  joecoleman@rcn.
com or  540-554-2542;  and 
Phi l  Daley,  pedaley@ve-
r izon.net  or  540-338-6528, 
are  sector  leaders  for  the 
Calmes Neck CBC. Phi l ’s 
area includes Round Hil l 
and north,  and Joe’s  area 
includes Bluemont  south 
to  Bloomfield.   I f  you are 
interested in  joining ei ther 
of  them, please contact 
each direct ly.

MIDDLEBURG 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER 

Ballroom Dance 
(Ages18-up)

Tuesday,  January 8th- 

26th    7 :00 PM-9:00 PM   $80.00
You wil l  learn advanced pat terns  and s tyl ing 

that  wil l  spark your  desire…to dance.  This  c lass 
is  perfect  to  learn some new steps.

Foxtrot  I :  7 :00 PM- 8:00 PM
Tango II :  8:00 PM-9:00 PM

One Huge Sleepover  (Ages 6-12)
Sat . -Sun. ,  January 19th-20th   6 :00PM-

9:00AM  $35.00
We are  having a  beauty night  with pedicures , 

manicures ,  make-over,  ‘do’s  and more.  Bring a 
s leeping bag and pi l low.  Dinner  and breakfast 
wil l  be provided.  Regis t ra t ion required at  540-
687-6375.

Chil i  Cook-off  (All  Ages)
Thursday,  January 24th 6:30  

$5.00/non-competi tors
Do you think you can make the best  chi l i? 

I f  so,  br ing your  best  pot ,  i f  not  come and get 
warm with a  bowl of  Middleburg’s  best .  Regis-
t ra t ion required at  540-687-6375.

Firs t  Aid and CPR (Ages 16-Up)
Saturday,  January 26th 9:00AM-4:00PM 

$20.00
This  course wil l  cover  i t  a l l ,  chi ld/ infant , 

adul t  CPR and basic  f i rs t  a id .  Take one Saturday 
and be prepared to  take care  of  your  family and 
fr iends in  an emergency.  Bring a  lunch.
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Baby-si t ter ’s  Training (Ages 12-Up)
Saturday,  January 26th 10:00AM-4:00PM 

$40.00
This  course covers  a l l  the  basics  of  baby-

si t t ing.  Learn chi ldcare ,  f i re ,  and home safety, 
f i rs t  a id  and how to set  up your  own business . 
Par t ic ipants  wil l  receive a  baby s i t ter ’s  text 
book,  and f i rs t  a id  ki t .  Bring lunch.  Regis t ra t ion 
required at  540-687-6375.

16th Hunt Country 
Winter Antiques Show Comes 

to Middleburg over the Holidays

Dordy Font inel  Show Management ,  Inc.  wil l 
host  the 16th Hunt  Country Winter  Antiques 
Show on December 29-30 at  The Hil l  School  in 
Middleburg,  Virginia .

This  year ’s  event  wil l  showcase an excep-

t ional  select ion of  18th -20th century American 
and Continental ,  formal  and country furni ture 
and accessories  including paint ings,  s i lver,  por-
celains ,  text i les ,  jewelry and much more,  dis-
played in  room set t ings.   Fif ty  selected ant iques 
dealers ,   f rom New England to  Flor ida,  wil l 
t ransform the Athlet ic  Center   into a  winter  an-
t iquing wonderland!   Shop with confidence,  as 
par t ic ipat ing dealers  are   required to  guarantee 
their  merchandise .

Admission is  $9 per  person and t ickets  are 
good for  both days.    Saturday hours  are  f rom 
10 a .m.  unt i l  5  p .m.  and Sunday 11 a .m.  unt i l 
4  p .m.  Refreshments ,  f ree  parking and del ivery 
are  avai lable .

The Hil l  School  is  located at  130 South Mad-
ison St . ,  Middleburg,  Va.  For  fur ther  informa-
t ion and detai led direct ions please vis i t  www.
dfshows.com or  cal l  703-779-2800.

Heritage Farm Museum
21668 Heri tage Farm Lane

Ster l ing,  VA 20165
571.258.3800

www.heri tagefarmmuseum.org

 Plant  a  seed in  your  young farmer ’s  imagi-
nat ion and watch i t  grow at  one of  the Metro 
area’s  newest  museums.  At  the Heri tage Farm 
Museum, you can meet  Milkie  the Cow, t ravel 
back in  t ime to  the Waxpool  General  Store  and 
be a  farmer for  a  day.  Your family wil l  reap the 
rewards of  t ime wel l  spent .  The Museum spe-
cial izes  in  hands-on classes  and programs that 
meet  the Standards of  Learning for  Virginia . 
Gif t  Shop features  Virginia’s  Finest  label  prod-

ucts  and creat ive gif ts  for  home and family. 
Convenient ly  located off  Route  28 and Route 7 
in  Claude Moore Park,  Ster l ing.

Hours:   Tuesday through Saturday 10AM -  5 
PM

Sunday Noon -  5PM
Fees:     Adul ts              $5.00
            Chi ldren           $3.00
            Discounts  for  groups and seniors
Notice:  The Museum wil l  be closed Tuesday, 

January 1,  2008 in  observance of  New Year ’s 
Day.

TEMPORARY EXHIBITS

Model  Tractors  and Farm Equipment:
Objects  f rom the Phi l ip  and Wanda Marshal l 

Col lect ion
Saturday,  December 8,  2007 -  Sunday,  Janu-

ary 20,  2008

The col lect ion encompasses  over  50 model 
and toy t ractors ,  combines,  plows and other  farm 
implements .  These are  toys and repl icas  mod-
eled on actual  farm equipment  f rom top manu-
facturers  such as  John Deere,  All is  Chalmers , 
Internat ional  Harvester,  Case and Ford.  Over  30 
of  the models  wil l  be on display.

 Mr.  Marshal l  began col lect ing the models 
in  1975 when Mrs.  Marshal l  gave her  husband 
a  toy t ractor  for  Chris tmas.  In  the decades that 
fol lowed,  one piece grew into a  col lect ion.  He 
bought  some of  the toy t ractors  because they 
were models  of  t ractors  he had dr iven;  others 
were models  of  t ractors  his  neighbors  had owned. 
As his  col lect ion grew,  he purchased other  toys 
which f i l led out  the chronological  progression 

Things to DO
of  the manufacturers’ equipment  l ines .

Mr.  Marshal l  donated his  col lect ion to  the 
Heri tage Farm Museum in 2006,  where i t  now 
forms the core of  the Museum’s col lect ion of 
farm and agricul tural  toys.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Tractorpolooza
Saturday,  January 12th,  2008
10:00 – 4:00

Call ing al l  t ractor  lovers!  Warm up this  win-
ter  during the 2nd annual  Tractorpolooza event .  
Explore  the Phi l ip  and Wanda Marshal l  Col lec-
t ion of  model  t ractors ,  cruise  Loudoun County on 
our  custom toy t ractor  mat ,  and see real  ant ique 
t ractors .   Enjoy wagon r ides  i f  weather  permits . 
Chi ldren who br ing their  own model  t ractor  to 
play with on the toy t ractor  map wil l  receive 
free admission to  the Museum.

UPCOMING EVENTS

 We Love Our Teachers!
Saturday,  February 9th,  2008
10:00 – 12:00
Invi ta t ion Only

This  VIP invi ta t ion only event  wil l  celebrate 
those teachers  who have par t ic ipated in  an edu-
cat ional  program at  the Heri tage Farm Museum 
in 2007.   Join us  for  refreshments  as  you meet 
other  educat ion professionals  and sample educa-
t ion programs for  2008.

Bunny Bonanza
Wednesday,  March 19th,  2008
10:00 – 1:00

Learn about  responsible  pet  ownership from 
the members  of  local  animal  organizat ions. 
Live animals ,  hands-on act ivi t ies  and demon-
strat ions.   Co-Sponsored by the Department  of 
Animal  Care and Control .   While  you’re  here , 
check out  the annual  Eggstravaganza Egg Hunt 
in  Claude Moore Park.   Bunny Bonanza is  f ree 

with paid Museum admission;  pre-regis t ra t ion 
required for  Eggstravaganza

 

Spring Farm Tour
Saturday and Sunday,  May 17th – 18th, 

2008
10:00 – 4:00

Discover  Loudoun’s  farms during the annual 
Spring Farm Tour.   Stop by the Museum for  your 
farm tour  map and then proceed to  tour  local 
vineyards,  orchards and pick-your-own farms. 
The Museum is  open special  hours  and is  f ree  to 
farm tour  par t ic ipants .  Sponsored by the Depart-
ment  of  Economic Development ,  the spr ing and 
fal l  farm tours  program introduces vis i tors  and 
residents  to  the agro-tourism opportuni t ies  in 
our  area and helps  support  our  rural  economy.

 ON-GOING SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Birthday Part ies        

Celebrate  your  chi ld’s  bir thday in  our  inter-
act ive chi ldren’s  play spaces .  Let  our  s taff  ass is t 
you in  schedul ing an event  to  remember.  Par ty 
package includes museum admissions passes , 
cabin rental ,  and gif t  bags for  par ty  par t ic ipants .  
Basic  package $100.  Addit ional  fees  may apply. 
Cal l  to  schedule .

Mad Farmer ’s  Tea Party     

Enjoy tea ,  coffee,  and a  snack while  your 
chi ldren watch our  feature  farm f i lm or  play 

in  our  hand-on chi ldren’s  area.  Story t ime by 
request .   Perfect  for  mothers  groups and home 
school  f ie ld  t r ips .  Co-sponsored by the Ster l ing 
Publ ic  Library and the Ster l ing Teen Club.  Free 
with paid Museum admission.  Reservat ions re-
quired.  Cal l  to  schedule .

Volunteer  Training 

Are you a  s tudent  complet ing community 
service for  school  or  church? Are you a  s tay-
at-home parent  who wants  to  keep their  resume 
up-to-date? Do you love his tory or  want  to  learn 
more about  the area in  which you l ive? Join the 
volunteer  corps  a t  the Heri tage Farm Museum 
and give back to  the community while  you have 
fun.  Volunteers  ass is t  with exhibi ts ,  col lect ions, 
educat ional  programs and customer service.  I f 
you are  over  the age of  14 and are  dependable , 
f lexible  and have a  desire  to  be par t  of  our  team, 
contact  us  to  schedule  t ra ining.

South Riding 
Church Living Nativity

South Riding Church invi tes  a l l  to  i t ’s  2007 
Living Nat ivi ty  on Saturday Dec 22nd.   The Pro-
gram wil l  begin at  3  PM and conclude at  7  PM 
by Town Hall  in  South Riding.    This  year  the 
Nat ivi ty  wil l  be running as  a  cont inues display 
with 3 specif ic  narrat ions of  the s tory,  plus  Mu-
sic  and Hymns .   Come see the only l ive Camel , 
donkey,  goats  and sheep featured in  a  Nat ivi ty 
program in this  area,  they wil l  a lso avai lable  for 
a  pet t ing zoo.   This  event  is  f ree  and refresh-
ments  wil l  be served throughout  the program.  
For  any quest ions or  information please contact 
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Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their 
homes with four-legged friends.

Friends for Life

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the 
house,
All the creatures were stirring, even the mouse.

The stockings were dangling, but not for long. 
We’d pull them all down, though we knew it was wrong.

The puppies were restless and not in their beds,
While visions of dog treats danced in their heads.

And Isabelle in her collar, and I in my cap,
Had just woken up from our evening nap.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I barked and barked – something was the matter!

Away to the dog door to do my chore.
I had a house to protect and more!

As I ran to the rescue, what should I see,
But a miniature sleigh, how could it be?

Santa Claus was here, and at my door!
Bringing treats and toys, and maybe more!

Then I got sidetracked, for what should appear,
In front of my eyes, eight tiny reindeer! 

The chase was on, the sleigh a blur,
A running heap of tails and fur.

Santa went tumbling into the snow, 
As packages scattered to and fro.

I froze as I realized just what I had done.
Oh no. Oh no. I’ve ruined the fun!

Christmas is not for a naughty pet.
Coal and a bath is what I’d get.

But Santa just winked and wiped his head,
And I knew then I had nothing to dread.

He reached in his sack and pulled out a treat.
He laughed and merrily rose to his feet.
Now, Albert, he said with a gleam in his eye,
You really are such a cute little guy.

All dogs just do what they’re born to do.
And, it seems, that does include you.

Dogs aren’t naughty, they just don’t know better.
Be it a Poodle, a Beagle or an Irish Setter.

You’re all, in my eyes, man’s best friend,
So tonight this wish I’d like to send:

That all the dogs under heaven above,
Could teach all the people unconditional love.

Then, as if it had been just a dream,
He righted his sleigh and assembled his team.

Like magic he was gone without a trace,
To spread goodwill in another place.

But I heard him exclaim, as he drove out of sight.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night!
 

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is Chairman of the 
Board of Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, cats, and their 
people, in Middleburg and Fairfax. Write to Albert at al-
bertspawpals@gmail.com.

“Twelve Days of Cat-mas” are Coming!
“’Twas the night before Cat-mas when all through the house not a kitten 
was stirring nor chasing a mouse...”  Virginia Unser

The weather is turning 
colder, and our thoughts 
turn to warm nights in-
side by the fire. If you 

have been thinking of bringing a 
feline friend into your home, this 
is the perfect time! There are many 
cats and kittens at the Loudoun 
County Animal Shelter hoping to 
find warm, cozy homes with fami-
lies to love them.

To help make it even easier 
to make a cat part of your family, 
the Loudoun County Animal Shel-
ter is  introducing the “12 Days of 
Cat-mas” December 10th through 
the 22nd. The Animal Shelter will 
waive the spay/neuter cost for any 
cat or kitten adopted during these 
12 days.  That means that cats/kit-
tens will have an adoption fee of 
only $10.  Members of the Gray 
Whiskers Club (cats age 7 or old-
er) will be discounted to only $5.

Plus, all cat adopters will be 
eligible to win a new cat tree with 
multiple levels and hiding places!

Cats outrank dogs as Ameri-
ca’s # 1 pet, and it is easy to see 
why. They may have the reputation 
for being aloof, but that’s often 
far from true. Cats are affection-
ate, playful, and loyal. They make 
wonderful pets, and their natural 
independence often means they 
are easier to care for and adapt to 
our busy schedules.

Cats never require a 5AM 
walk for a “potty break,” and are 
most content indoors enjoying 
nice long naps. They don’t need to 
be housebroken, and instinctively 
know to use a litter box. 

Cats can also be left alone for 
longer periods of time (as long as 
the food, water, and litter box are 
well attended). They are happy to 
entertain themselves, though they 

often enjoy having a kitty com-
panion to pal around with. They 
also love to spend time with their 
favorite humans, whether curled 
up in your lap or purring at your 
ankles.

If you haven’t discovered the 
joy of having a cat in your life, 
or are looking for a companion 
for your favorite kitty, then come 
to the Loudoun County Animal 
Shelter during the “12 Days of 

Cat-mas”, December 10-22.  Or 
visit www.loudoun.gov/animals to 
view cats available for adoption 
online.

Your purr-fect pet is waiting!
The Loudoun County Animal 

Shelter is located at 39820 Charles 
Town Pike, Waterford, VA 20197.  
Shelter information & directions 
can be found at www.loudoun.
gov/animals. 
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Plowman and Britton 
Continued from page 4
County-resident Lyndon LaRouche.

At press time Chabalewski was 
honor bound not to discuss, or even 
formally acknowledge the existence of 
Powers’ 17-page complaint and its sup-
porting documentation.

He did, however, describe what 
would happen to such a complaint if 
and when it was received.

Upon arrival, he said, Powers com-
plaint would be assigned for confi den-
tial review to one member of a three-
lawyer panel.  

If, after review, the complaint is 
found to be without merit,  the Bar’s 
inquiry will simply be closed, and Tim 
Powers notifi ed of the decision.  

Powers may then appeal the rul-
ing.  

The appeal/rejection process may 
then be repeated as many as three times, 
with Chabalewski himself as the third 
and fi nal arbiter.  

Preliminary Investigation
If, on the other hand, one of the 

disciplinary review panel lawyers or 
Chabalewski himself decides that Pow-
ers’ complaint has merit, the Bar will 
open a formal “complaint fi le.”  

According to Chabalewski roughly 
a quarter of the complaints received by 
his offi ce make it to this stage.

The opening of a “complaint fi le” 
would trigger a deeper investigation 
and Plowman’s case would be assigned 
to an Assistant Bar Counsel, most likely 
someone working out of the Bar’s Alex-
andria, 7th District, offi ces.

At this point Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Plowman would be formally 
required to respond to whatever charges 
in Powers’ complaint the Bar had de-
cided were appropriate.  

That process alone, according to 
Chabalewski, could take 21 days or so.

Once Plowman responds, the As-
sistant Bar Counsel assigned to the case 
would review it again.  

If, after hearing from Plowman, 

Counsel determined that no rules had 
been violated, the complaint fi le would 
be closed, and both Powers and Plow-
man notifi ed.  

Powers would then have ten days 
to respond and, possibly, have the case 
against Plowman reopened.

More Investigation
If Plowman’s response fails to 

satisfy the Bar, however, Powers’ com-
plaint would move forward.

Chabalewski’s Offi ce would then 
assumes a role similar to a prosecutor 
working with a grand jury . . . in this 
case a District Committee comprising 
both lawyers and non-lawyers from 
around the state.

Investigators with full subpoena 
power, and reporting directly to Cha-
belewski would be assigned to the case. 

Statements would be taken from 
all relevant witnesses; documents, tape-
recordings, emails, and other relevant 
evidence would be subpoenaed.

Once the investigation is complet-
ed,  Chabalewski and his team would 
decide whether to fi le “charges of mis-
conduct” against Plowman (described 
as roughly the equivalent of a misde-
meanor charge) or to ask for “certifi ca-
tion” of the case (described as roughly 
the equivalent of a felony, indictment)

The District Committee, acting as 
a sort of grand jury, could then either 
dismiss the case and order the com-
plaint fi le closed, or move forward with 
either a “misconduct” hearing or “cer-
tifi cation.” 

A fi nding of misconduct could re-
sult in as little as a reprimand.

“Certifi cation” and Public “Trial”
“Certifi cation,” on the other hand, 

would result in the moral equivalent of 
a public trial and, depending upon the 
charges levied, sanctions up to and in-
cluding disbarment.

Acting as a prosecutor, Cha-
balewski would “try” the case for “cer-
tifi cation” against Plowman before a 

special body known as the “Disciplin-
ary Board” or, at the defendant’s option, 
before a special 3-judge panel.

Appointed by the Chief Justice of 
the State of Virginia, the Disciplinary 
Board is made up of 16 lawyers and 4 
lay people, drawn from across the state.  
Four lawyers and one lay person from 
that board would sit in judgment over 
the Plowman case.

At this stage, hearings would be 
public and handled much like a public 
trial.  

Charges would be formally leveled 
with Chabalewski acting in a role rough-
ly the equivalent of a DA; statements  
would be made for the prosecution and 
defense; evidence presented; witnesses 
examined and cross examined.

Should Plowman be found “guilty” 
of the charges against him he could then 
appeal to the Virginia Supreme Court.

In the interim, the Disciplinary 
Board could also decide to resolve the 
case, though at this stage only with 
some form of public sanction.

The Timeline 
The process for resolving Pow-

ers and other complaints against James 
Plowman and Britton could, by all ac-
counts, drag on for years.

The Virginia State Bar may not 
even formally acknowledge that a com-
plaint has been received until such time 
as a case fi le has been opened, and even 
then, only if the existence of complaint 
has become public knowledge.

With the publication of stories 
about Powers complaint in both the 
Middleburg Eccentric and Leesburg 
Today, Chabalewski may acknowledge 
the opening of an investigatory “fi le” 
on the case, but may not make further 
comment.

The full story of the complaints 
against James Plowman and Matthew 
Britton may thus have to wait until ei-
ther their cases are dismissed, possibly 
in secret . . . or public hearings begin.

the price is $135.
Another example of a truly in-

spired item at Salamander Touch is 
the Personal Travel Portfolio.  So 
many shops now try to serve the 
busy traveler, but none have imag-
ined or produced something as 
practical and beautiful as this.  

The sleek, black 8”x10” piece 
that is feather weight and no more 
than two inches thick, has a wide 
leather-like closure that conceals 
a generous pocket with plenty of 
room for your passport, a paper-
back and more. 

When you unzip the entire 
portfolio, you’ll find a beautiful 
pale blue satin and fleece travel 
comfort set:  A pillowcase to cover 
the nasty airline pillow, a generous 
eye mask to help you dream you’ve 
already arrived and a blanket, with 
a deep pocket for you feet, are all 
exceptionally beautiful and light-
weight.   Priced at $49, this may 
be the best investment any traveler 
today ever makes.

In days gone by, when first 
class travel was truly first class, 
items like this were often offered 
to passengers.  Never, however, 
was anything as luxurious and well 
conceived, provided.  With the 
Salamander Personal Travel Port-
folio, wherever you’re sitting, first 
class won’t seem so far away.

There is also a Travel Fitness 
Kit, only 6-inches square, that you 
just might want to purchase to slip 
into the pocket of your Personal 
Travel Portfolio.   For $34, you’ll 
have a jump rope, a resistance 
band with a molded handle and a 
pedometer.

Salamander Touch also offers 
a line of handsome ties, Mistral 
linens, the stunning Crown Sala-
mander jewelry collection made 

by Esperanza, winning golf shirts 
and gear from Salamander’s Innis-
brook Resort & Golf Club. 

Many smaller items that are 
ingenious stocking stuffers are 
available now with more arriving 
in plenty of time for Christmas.

If the quality, creativity and 
innovation already apparent at 
Salamander Touch are indicative 
of things to come at Salamander 
Resort & Spa, citizens and guests 
will enjoy a real asset on many 
levels.

A model of one of the Resort’s 
guest rooms will soon open ad-
jacent to the shop to allow desti-
nation planners and Middleburg 
residents to have a sneak preview 
of the level of design and comfort 
that is planned for Salamander Re-
sort & Spa.

“Our signature lines are de-
signed to help establish and define 
our brand,” she said. “We will also 
carry a line of unique items from 
our other properties including 
Woodlands Resort and Inn and In-
nisbrook Resort and Golf Club.”

Salamander Touch brings an 
added dimension to shopping in 
Middleburg, and it’s a dimension 
that should be as valuable to the 
retail community as it will be to 
the Resort & Inn.

The shop, located at the cor-
ner of West Washington Street and 
Pendleton Street in Middleburg, 
Virginia, is open seven days a 
week:  from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays, Saturdays 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during the holiday season.

Customers may telephone 540 
687 4138 to request private or per-
sonal shopping assistance from ei-
ther Fern Bratten or Jerrell Green.

Salamander Touch
Continued from page 9
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