
Daniel Morrow

For years the Town of 
Middleburg has noticed a sig-
nificant difference between 
the number of gallons of wa-

ter pumped from its wells, and the 
number of gallons paid for by its citi-
zens.   Of the roughly 44 million gal-
lons of water pumped last year only 
about 19 million showed up on the 
Town’s water bills.  Nearly 25 million 
gallons thus “disappeared,” much to 
the chagrin of the Town’s ratepayers, 
Town Council members, and admin-
istrators. 

At the April 11 Middleburg 
Town Council work session, after 
several weeks of work with Town 
Administrator Martha Semmes and 
staff,  Russ Horner and Ken Jacquay, 
of Alexandria-based Water Manage-
ment, Inc. (WMI) presented their pre-
liminary thoughts on the matter,  as 
well as suggestions for what Semmes 
termed, “a public/private partnership 
that may benefit the Town”

 
Leaks, Bad Meters, Free Water

According to WMI co-founder 
Horner, there were three prime sus-
pects in the case of the missing wa-
ter:  meters, leaky pipes, or someone 
receiving water for which they were 
not being billed. 

 Jacquay said he believed “a 
high percentage” of missing water 
wasn’t missing at all, but was “lost” 
only in the sense that many of the 
town’s roughly 460 water  meters 
were not recording correctly “because 
they were old.” 

 Replacing the meters, he not-
ed, might well clear up the mystery of 
the missing water, but could also pro-
duce extremely high water bills for 
some users, especially those whose 
actual but unrecorded water use was 
disproportionately high.  

Normally, WMI is paid by 
end-users to help them save money 
on their water bills.  In Middleburg’s 

www.mbecc.com

  

April 28, 2011 ~ May 26, 2011Volume 8 Issue 1

Middleburg’s Only Locally Owned and Operated Newspaper

Middleburg Community 
Center 80’s Party 

Page 4

E d i t o r ’ s  D e s k :  P a g e  2 0  •  F r i e n d s  f o r  L i f e :  P a g e  3 0

PRST STD
US POSTAGE PAID

BURKE VA
PERMIT NO 029

Page 16

Our Village 
Green 

Page 4

Request in homes by Thursday 4/28/11
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Printed  using recycled fiber

Page 24

Where Has All 
the Water Gone?

Four-legged Word

Chanel, Vreeland, Joshua 
Reynolds and Goodrum 
Find Female Equestrian 
Apparel Fascinating

Coco Chanel, Diana Vree-
land, Joshua Reynolds and 
Alison Goodrum, professor 
of fashion theory at Not-

tingham Trent University, England, 
agree that female equestrian cloth-
ing has signaled moments of often-
radical change throughout history.  

Dr. Goodrum, who has just 
concluded her stay at the National 
Sporting Library & Museum as a 
John H. Daniels Fellow, believes 
that fashion, in general, is a form 
of non-verbal communication that 
reflects the society and era in which 
it is worn.

“I’ve had the time of my life 
in Middleburg as a John H. Daniels 
Fellow,” she said emphatically as 
she began her “ln The Pinque” lec-
ture at the Library. 

“This fellowship program is 
one of an increasingly rare number 
of opportunities to delve deeply 
into an area of research like mine. I 
could not be more grateful, or more 
thankful to all my colleagues here at 
NSLM for their many, many kind-
nesses.”

The John H. Daniels Fellow-
ship Program supports researchers 
at the National Sporting Library & 
Museum, a research center for horse 
and field sports, for periods of up to 
one year. Disciplines include histo-
ry, literature, journalism, art history, 
anthropology, area studies, and his-
tory of sport.

Alison has, just as Vreeland, 
the famous fashion editor and myth-
maker, did,  an innate 
understanding of the 
extraordinary pace of 
change in the 20th cen-
tury.  

She helped found 
‘Fields of Fashion’ 
(FOF), a rural lifestyle 

research group in the U.K., and ac-
tively follows both rural and city-
based influences on fashion market-
ing, the fashion industry and fashion 
itself.

“In the past few years, “rural” 
fashions have had an amazing re-
vival in England and companies like 
Jack Wills, a fabulously rural British 
outfitter, could not be more popular 
now.  Brands like Barbour are also 
very big in the UK.”

According to Alison, this past 
autumn, Saville Row was “grassed 
over” during National Wool Week 
so a herd of sheep could stroll un-
encumbered.

Continued Page  5

Continued Page  10
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Vir-
ginia’s policy for achieving equal housing opportu-
nity throughout the Commonwealth. We encourage 
and support advertising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to obtain housing be-
cause of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is subject to 
Virginia’s fair housing law which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status, handicap or inten-
tion to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly accept 
advertising for real estate that violates the fair 
housing law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on equal opportunity basis. For more informa-
tion or to file a housing complaint call the Virginia 
Fair Housing office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free 
call (888) 551-3247. For the hearing impaired call 
(804) 367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virgin-
ia.gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org

Please consider us for all your Real Estate Needs

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 fax 540.687.3966 middleburgrealestate.com

  
       

Snake Hill Rd, MiddlebuRg - 1850 GeorGian estate. 121 acres. tra-
ditional VirGinian Hunt country Manor. spacious & priVate 8-bedrooM
HoMe. Gracious windinG stairway & restored Hardwood floors tHrouGH-
out. lonG, tree-lined driVeway, lake, 3 barns: 6, 7 & 24-stall. swiMMinG
pool and equine Heated exercise pool, outdoor arena. 4-board fencinG, 2 
tenant Houses. 5 Minutes to MiddlebuG. one Hour to dc. conserVation

easeMent.
Wendy andReWS                     703-408-0719                          $ 4,795,000

Flint Hill FaRM –delaplane – 3600 aweepinG Montain Vistas. truly spec-
tacular blend of extraordinary desiGn & exquisite Materials. aVail w/15 
or 115 acres -. Manor House witH eleVator, GourMet kitcHen, GeotHerMal,
iMported antique fireplaces, unique Mill work, beaMed ceilinGs. 2 addi-
tional HoMes, Historic one rooM loG House & More

peteR pejacSevicH                 540-270-3835                          $ 5,750,000

       

540-338-7770 

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

lOtS FOR Sale in aldie
SpectaculaR eaSteRn & WeSteRn vieWS FROM tHiS incRedible

60-acRe lOt On MOunt aldie, SuRROunded by MatuRe tReeS.
MinuteS tO Rte 50 & aldie. cOnvenient tO MiddlebuRg,
dulleS & leeSbuRg. 1,500 Ft OF WateR FROntage On little

RiveR. tRuly aMazing pROpeRty. active SpRingS. paRklike

Setting. appROved peRc. SelleR Will cOnSideR OWneR Financ-
ing.
$ 1,495,000.-

aldie 2- acRe lOSt – incRedible eaSteRn vieWS FROM tHeSe 2 
acRe MOuntainSide lOtS in aldie. SuRROunded by MatuRe tReeS

On a pRivate acceSS ROad. clOSe tO MiddlebuRg & dulleS.
appROved peRk.
eacH $ 295,000.-

            Wendy andReWS                       703-408-0719                                    

Main St – puRcellville cOMMeRcial - priMe corner location, central-
ly located across froM MiddleburG bank and cardinal bank, tHis prop-
erty is HiGHly Visible froM botH directions. off street parkinG. sinGle or

Multiple tenant possibilities. cHarMinG old House witH beautiful wood

floors and staircase.
geORge ROll                      703-606-6358                               $750,000       

MiddleburG
real estate

laceyS taveRn - aldie - GorGeous wetHerburne custoM HoMe witH 4 
finisHed leVels on 4.25 acres. professionally decorated and HiGH qual-
ity features tHrouGHout. two story entry, Hardwood floors, built-ins,
stone fp, tray/coffered ceilinGs, GourMet kitcHen witH VikinG, subzero,
Granite, HuGe breakfast rooM, side solariuM, HoMe tHeatre witH coM-
plete surround sound, Music speakers/toucHpad, fully fenced and sprin-
kler systeM.
MaRqui SiMMOnS                   703-774-6109                            $1,395,000

atOka cHaSe - MiddleburG - incredible custoM luxury HoMe on 10 acre

lot. 2 story foyer, catHedral & 9’ ceilinGs. open floor plan. Hardwood

& Marble floorinG. kitcHen island, Granite countertops, european

appl., fixtures and liGHtinG. renoVated luxury batHs. plantation sHut-
ters, ceilinG fans, skyliGHts, built-ins, larGe rooMs & tons of storaGe.
outdoor spa. coVered wrap around porcH w/ Mtn/View...
ScOtt buzzelli                       540-454-1399                           $1,200,000

       

buckMeRe FaRM - HuMe - one of tHe Most beautiful settinGs in fau-
quier.  ride foreVer froM tHis 50.3 acre estate parcel. perfect for larGe
Horse operation or Vineyard.  approVed 5 br perc, coMpleted driVes,
larGe barn witH Hay storaGe and stalls.  abundance of Hardwoods and
red cedars.   board fenced and cross-fenced.  spectacular Views in se-
cluded settinG.  buck run traVerses property.  in Vof easeMent, sur-
rounded by larGe properties also in easeMent.  old doMinion Hunt
geORge ROll                     703-606-6358                                   $849,000

Hunting HillS ln – puRcellville - fabulous custoM Modern/conteMporary

HoMe coMprised of unique arcHitectural lines and fine craftsMansHip coM-
bined witH soarinG walls of Glass wHicH proVide exceptional Views of tHe

country side & Mountains. top of tHe line GourMet kitcHen Has wood burninG

fireplace, custoM cabinetry on all leVels, loft faMily rooM, exceptional Mas-
ter suite witH priVate deck, +3 bedrooM Guest House.
ScOtt buzzelli                       540-454-1399                              $885,000

ROkeby ROad – uppeRville - true custoM finisHes -reclaiMed Hard-
wood floorinG tHrouGHout witH custoM terra cotta/wood floors, liMe-
stone tops, Master bedrooM on Main floor, custoM-built-ins, custoM

kitcHen witH Granite tops, HiG

peteR pejacSevicH                 540-270-3835                           $1,395,000

       

Raven ROck, blueMOunt - toucHwood was oriGinally built around
1905 as a Hotel “Guest House” for Hikers on tHe appalacHian trail and
Visitors to raVens rocks. tHe House was naMed “toucHwood” as tHe
oriGinal builder was canadian and toucHwood is canadian for “a bit of
tHe woods”. wHile toucHwood Has Had a few owners since its oriGinal
builder, tHe House Has reMained cHarMinG - Hardwood floors, worMy
cHestnut panelinG, beautiful MoldinG, workinG fireplaces

anne McintOSH                    703-509-4499                                $595,000
       

WHite gOOSe ln - 15+ acres. enGlisH country HoMe w/lake and pool.  
Master Main w/luxurious batHrooM. GourMet kitcHen/faMily rooM w/
Great fireplace & VikinG appliances. tiled Mud rooM w/separate laundry

rooM & 1/2 batH.  larGe rec. rooM & sports bar w/fireplace & wall of

frencH doors to patio.  GyM & playrooM.

Wendy andReWS                       703-408-0719                         $1,645,000

bReezy MeadOW ln, lOvettSville - Views froM eVery window of tHis
custoM built HoMe witH custoM upGrades tHru out. unique finisHes Make
tHis a one of a kind HoMe. HuGH coVered front porcH. custoM built-ins,
cabinetry and MoldinGs. 2 story stone fireplace in step down faMily
rooM. solid 2x6 construction. finisHed walkout baseMent would Make
a Great in-law suite. rec rooM. Media rooM. land perfect for Horses.
in land use.
MaRcy cantatORe               540-533-7453                                $779,000

Atoka Conservation Exchange 
Specializing in land easements to serve 

clients’ conservation and financial objectives

Charlie Westbrook 703-447-9505
www.atokaconservation.com Cover Photo

by Dee Dee Hubbard

News of Note

PROPERTIES IN HUNT COUNTRY

Telephone (540) 687-6500 �Metro (703) 478-8180
P. O. Box 500 � 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg �Virginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

EDGECLIFF LAND

EVERMORE

Stunning Brick Colonial on secluded hilltop with 10+
acres above Cromwells Run Creek �Orange County
Hunt �7,000 sq ft home with 5 Bedrooms and 5.5
Baths �3 Finished levels �Wall-to-wall windows in
Sunroom, Decorative Columns, Exquisite Mouldings,
Hardwood Floors, 3 Fireplaces, Gourmet Kitchen,
Master Suite, Finished Basement �Rear Patio                                          

$1,750,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201 

HASTENING FARM

KETTLE CREEK

This elegantly appointed Georgian brick colonial just
outside Warrenton has huge granite & stainless
Kitchen & a new Master Bath with marble vanities,
big jetted tub & step in shower. The stable houses
four horses who have access to several board fenced
pastures and a large sand ring. Excellent hay &
equipment storage.                                       $725,000

Susie Ashcom (540) 729-1478

EDEN GLEN

Middleburg - Stunning home on 7+ park-like acres
overlooking Little River in enclave of  custom built homes.
Gourmet Kitchen � Paneled Library � 15’     coffered
ceiling in Family Room � 2-story Living Room �1st
Floor Master Suite with Separate Sitting Room and
Luxury Master Bath � Dining Room � 3-car Garage with
Apartment � Full unfinished basement � Heated pool.                                                            

$2,775,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

MARY DUTTON STEER

Waterford - c. 1815 stucco, brick and frame with 4
Bedrooms, 3 Baths all carefully restored � Original
Fireplaces and Windows � Hardwood floors and
hand hewn beams � Established gardens � Mature
trees �Enclosed brick courtyard �Parterre   � Covered
porch �Stone  terrace� Separate garden studio/office
�Large back yard  �Protected views of  the Blue
Ridge.                    $595,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

WINDCREST POND

Middleburg/The Plains �Charming stone, log and
frame Virginia farmhouse tucked in a private valley
on 46 acres �5 Bedrooms, 4 ½ Baths �Formal Living
and Dining Rooms �Gourmet Kitchen �Exposed log
and stone walls �Hardwood Floors �3 Fireplaces �At-
tached 2 Car Garage �Sun Porch �Flagstone Terrace
�Log Cabin �Sport Court �Small Barn �Paddocks.                           

$1,9  50,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

15 HUNT COURT

Beautiful, light filled end townhome within easy walking
distance to the restaurants and shops of  Middleburg.
Chef/owner designed kitchen was extended two feet and
is equipped with Miele gas cooktop & dishwasher, Kraft
Maid cabinetry and granite counters.  Four fully finished
levels, 3 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, hardwood floors, security
system and CAT 5 wiring throughout. Excellent move in
condition. $434,900

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Enchanting stone and brick c. 1750 VA farmhouse on
42+ acres in Piedmont Hunt �4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, 3
fireplaces, hardwood floors, antique barn beams and
mantels, built-in bookcases, deep-set windows and original
woodwork �Guest cottage, 3-Story Dutch bank Barn with
6 stalls and massive workshop �10 Paddocks �Riding Ring
�1 Bedroom Apartment �1 Car Garage.         $2,900,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

146 acres with excellent road frontage along both
Rectortown & Crenshaw Rds. Ideally situated in heart of
Piedmont Fox Hounds Hunt territory  � Near  village of
Rectortown � Lush open fields � Stone walls � Pond
�Sweeping views of  both the Blue Ridge & Cobbler
Mountains � 5 Bedroom conventional perc � Land in
VOF easement.                            $2,928,000

Cary Embury (540) 533-0106
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Artist and Horse Woman
Ursula Landsrath

I first met Gail Guirreri-
Maslyk at art class. It didn’t 
take long before we all real-
ized she was not in need of 

instruction…only we were. So, 
what was she doing attending a 
class when, as we soon realized, 
she was a professional artist? In-
spiration, socialization and stay-
ing in tune with fellow artists 
were some of her reasons. Well, 
to say the least, we were in awe 
and the teacher left her alone to 
do her “thing.”

Her “thing” was painting 
with confidence, the most won-
derful oil paintings. Her subjects 
include equestrian, landscape and 
portrait themes. Her work has 
graced the covers of The Chron-
icle of the Horse, Horses in Art 
magazine, Friesian Grand Nation-
als, IALHA National Champion-
ships and a HITS Finals poster. 
Gail has been featured in numer-
ous magazines and is invited to 
show her work at many major 
events including the MFHA Cen-
tennial Tour, Kentucky Derby, 
HITS, ASHA World Champion-
ships, the Virginia State Senate 
and Art at the Mill in Millwood.

 It did not take me long 
before I asked her to donate a 
painting to The Middleburg Hu-
mane Foundation’s annual silent 
auction. She obliged immedi-
ately with a splendid 48” by 60” 
Hunt Landscape. It was then that 
I discovered her incredible kind-

ness and willingness to help a 
great many local charities. Gail 
is aware that she has a God-given 
gift and is prepared to share. 

She has donated her paint-
ings to Claude Thompson El-
ementary School in Marshall, 
The Thoroughbred Retirement 
Foundation, the Equine Medical 
Center, ASHA Youth (American 
Saddlebred  Horse Association), 
Roanoke Valley Horse Show, 
the Blue Ridge Hospice and re-
cently, Gail’s three paintings do-
nated to  the Pan Handle Hospice, 
raised an astounding $11,400 at 
a live auction.  Her ’BLONDE 
d’AQUATAINE’ (20’ BY 20” oil 
on canvas) set a record, selling 
for $6,500.00. Just days ago she 
expressed her caring for the local 
farming community by donating 
her “Buddy the Bull” a 30” by 
30” oil on canvas to the Fauquier 
Livestock Exchange fundraiser.

“I am fond of painting 
people and animal portraits and 
become very involved, hoping 
to capture the sitter’s thoughts as 
well as appearance” she said.

One would think that this 
would keep her busy BUT Gail 
breeds Holsteiner sport horses 
(Cloverlone Farm) and assists her 
partner, Dr. William B. Ley DVM 
with his practice. To top this, she 
is an entrepreneur in the equine 
industry as founder of “Better 
Horse Business, LLC,” solving 
business issues affecting the wel-
fare of horses.  

It never ceases to amaze me 
how much talent there is in our 

community. 
Gail lives in Rectortown, 

the historic little village in the 
heart of the hunt country of 
northern Fauquier. She can be 
reached through her web sites: 
www.equine-impressions.com  
for original Oils, Giclees/Prints 
and other Gifts; www.cloverlone.

com for Spotted Holsteiner Sport 
Horses and www.equine-graph-
ics.com for Magazine and Web 
design. 

Stop by her barn and you 
might just catch this talented, 
beautiful and hard working wom-
an mucking out a stall.
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News of Note

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

19 South Madison Street  • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

1.

1.	 Roman Coin Earings, 24K Gold with Rubies     $2,750
2. Carnielian & Gold Bracelet    $1,120
3. 14K Bracelet    $3,900
4. Carnielian & Gold Bracelet    $1,120
5. Natural  Yellow Diamond Ring in 24K Gold    $3,500
6. Bizantine Style“Hays Design” Ring with Diamonds     $14,500
7. Pigeon Blood Ruby Ring in 24K Gold    $1,895

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. 7.

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

19 South Madison Street  • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

George III Mahogany 
Tall Case Clock c. 1780

$15,400

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

Tiffany Mantle Clock 
Silver Angel Inlay

$2,985

case, the company is suggesting  a re-
verse variant. 

 Middleburg, the company sug-
gests, could pay WMI a capped per-
centage of a projected “profit” the town 
could earn on its water operations by 

improving efficiency, reducing waste 
and accurately billing its customers for 
the water they use.  A formal proposal 
will be forthcoming.

 
Firehouse Improvement Stalled

 Paul Draisey, Treasurer of the 
Middleburg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, reported that work on expand-
ing and improving his organization’s 
headquarters on the western edge of 
town had been halted due to unex-
pected increases in the estimated cost 
of the project.

“Several weeks ago,” he re-
minded Council, “the County accepted 
bids to renovate and expand the Fire 
Department’s building based on a bud-
get of some $3.1 million.  The lowest 
bid the County received, however, was 
some $800,000 higher.”

 As a result, he said, the County 
has sent their engineers and architects 
“back to the drawing board.”

It’s possible, Draisey continued, 
that  $800,000 could be reallocated by 
the County from an unnamed project 
that had been funded, but was “no-
where near ready for construction.”  
County Board of Supervisor approval 
of such a plan could get the Middleburg 
project back on track as early as May.

 
Tax Revenues 

In Virginia, when new cost or 
revenue estimates alter a town’s budget 
more than one percent, public notice is 
required before the budget is changed.

As a result of very conservative 
revenue estimates by former Town Ad-
ministrator Jerry Schiro, Middleburg 
now finds itself compelled to increase 
its estimated real estate tax revenue for 
fiscal year 2011, by $25,000.  The mon-
ey will, for the moment, be allocated to 
the town’s “contingency fund,” origi-
nally budgeted at $100,000.

One possible use for the money 
was discussed at the Council’s March 
24 work session:  employee raises. 
Vice Mayor Kirk noted that it would 
cost the Town $20,000 to grant a three 
percent pay raise, and that she favored 
such a move.

Middleburg Museum 
Committee Appointed

Council appointed former Town 
Council Member Eura H. Lewis, Ve-
ronica Bonfanti, Mary Kay Garwood, 
Christina Schinner, and Punkin Lee to 
its new Middleburg Museum Com-
mittee.  Vice Mayor Darlene Kirk will 
serve as the Town Council’s represen-
tative and Economic Development 
Manager Cindy Pearson will attend 
ex-officio.  The committee is tentative-
ly scheduled to  meet the first Wednes-
day of each month.

Volunteers Recognized

Council presented Lynne Gal-
breath with a formal Resolution of Ap-
preciation for her five years of service 
on the town’s Historic District Review 

Committee
When Councilmember Trow-

bridge Littleton told  Galbreath that 
she was already missed on the com-
mittee,    Mayor Davis observed that 
it was volunteers like Ms. Galbreath 
who made the Town so special.

Noting that the entire town of 
Middleburg had been recognized as 
VisitLoudoun’s “Tourism Volunteer 
of the Year,” the Mayor then congratu-
lated six other honored “volunteers:”  
George Lengauer of Seven Loaves 
(Distinguished Service Award); Mar-
vin Simms, (Home Town Star Award); 
Robin Cavanagh, of Duchessa (Hu-
manitarian Award); Emily Tabaka of 
the Goodstone Inn (Partner of the Year 
Award); and the Mosby Heritage Area 
Association’s Childs Burden, for the 
annual Conference on the Art of Com-
mand of the Civil War( Tourism Award 
for Attendance up to 3,000 people) and 
Kristine Paliasani (nominated for her 
work as Chair of the Annual Summer 
Sidewalk Sale.) 

Middleburg Library Expansion
 
Following a unanimous resolu-

tion of support from the Middleburg 
Town Council, the Loudoun County 
Public Library Board of Trustees unan-
imously approved a resolution of sup-
port for the efforts of the Middleburg 
Library Advisory Board to raise pri-
vate funds to roughly double the size 
of the Middleburg library.  The Board 
also formally requested that the Coun-
ty Library staff work with the County 
Attorney and other appropriate parties 
to draw up a formal memorandum of 
understanding to facilitate the design 
and construction.

 
Police Affairs

 Town Administrator Semmes 
reported that, as of April 14,  the Town 
had received thirteen applications for 
the position of  Chief of Police.  The 
position will become vacant officially 
on June 28.

Three of the applicants, she 
said, were former Chiefs of Police; 
three were current Deputy Chiefs; and 
nearly all had at least some manage-
ment experience.

Filling in for absent Chief Web-
ber, Police Officer Mike Prince said 
the Department’s activity numbers 
“were down for the month.”  Report-
ing that “all was quiet,” Prince attrib-
uted the decline in total activity by the 
force to a combination of weather and 
being a man short. 

Prince and two other officers 
also spoke during the Council’s April 
14 “public comment” session, reas-
suring Council that Middleburg was 
safe and in good hands while Webber 
prepared for his retirement, and prais-
ing Webber for his hard work, leader-
ship and support of his officers during 

his years of service.   Webber, he said, 
“has done a fine job enforcing the law” 
and has been effective, fair and courte-
ous.”

Officer Owen Heine said that 
Chief Webber had been a “lead from 
the front supervisor”; and, noted that 
he often would show up to assist on 
traffic stops, arrests and other crimes 
in progress.

Mayor Davis also read a letter 
from   Doctor Richard C. Falkenstein 
thanking Webber for his service and 
wishing him well in his retirement.

 
New Rules

Since the announcement of 
Chief Webber’s retirement, members 
of the Town Council and Staff have 
been engaged in an ambitious review 
of many of the town’s rules, regula-
tions policies and procedures, many of 
them related to the Police Department.

 
Recruitment and 

Employment Policies

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes  formally confirmed that 
“the Town Charter, Town Code and 
Employee Handbook” all contained 
ambiguous or contradictory provisions 
related to the position of Chief of Po-
lice position, “including references to 
hiring and supervision.”  

“Nothing,” she said, “was 
clear.”

“The Police Department’s own 
rules and procedures,” she noted, “also 
contained a job description that contra-
dicted the Town Code.’

Suggesting the “there was an 
opportunity to clarify this matter as 
the Town was getting a new Police 
Chief,” Semmes expressed her hope 
that changes be made official before a 
new Chief starts work.

Hiring, Firing and the 
Chain of Command

Given “the need to start the re-
cruitment process” for a new Chief, 

Semmes provided Council with “a 
cross section of the hiring and supervi-
sory policies of other towns.” 

After extended discussion 
Council decided to retain its author-
ity to hire and fire any new Chief of 
Police, but to delegate the day-to-day 
supervision of the Chief to the Town 
Administrator.

Asked whether or not the Coun-
cil needed to appoint an Interim or 
Acting Chief, Semmes replied that she 
thought an Acting Chief was needed 
if a new Chief has not been hired by 
June 28.

Personnel Procedures

 Vice Mayor Kirk, in her role 
as head of the Town’s Personnel & 
Finance Committee, reported that she 
had talked to Town Attorney Liz Whit-
ing and given her a list of   “personnel 
related items” she thought needed to 
be addressed.

Where Has All the Water Gone?
Continued from Page 1

Do You Remember When?

Middleburg Elementary is soon to begin its Centenni-
al Celebration and is looking for photos. We will be 
making a ‘yearbook’ of images from our school’s his-
tory. Any image that includes the school or a school 

event would be appropriate from over the last 100 years. Please 
drop any photos by the Centennial mailbox in the Middleburg El-
ementary main office in an envelope with your name, address and 
phone number. The photos will be scanned and returned to you 
quickly! If you are able to provide us with a digital copy instead 
we will gladly return your flashdrive/CD/DVD to you.

Help is a 
Four-legged Word

Imagine… Not being able 
to open a door. Hear a fire 
alarm. Or even pick up a 
dropped item.  These are 

the kinds of challenges that 
many people with disabilities 
face on a daily basis. Put a Ca-
nine Companion assistance dog 
in the picture and everything 
changes. Canine Companions 
for Independence dogs help 
with everyday tasks from turn-
ing on lights to getting cash 
from an ATM. 

Canine Companions for 
Independence is the oldest and 
largest assistance dog organiza-
tion in the country, having just 
celebrated its 35th Birthday and 
made its 3,500th placement in 
2010. Canine Companions is 
a national, non-profit organi-
zation that breeds trains and 
places highly-trained assistance 
dogs which enhance the lives 
of adults and children with dis-
abilities, other than blindness, 
and provides on-going support 
for working life of the dog—all 
free of charge.  

Approximately 40% of our 
dogs make it through two years 
of highly structured training to 
be matched with a person with 
a disability.  When our dogs are 
matched with a person, they pass 
a public access test which offers 
protection under the American 
with Disabilities Act for them to 
take the dog to any public place.  
Test criteria is determined by an 
accrediting agency, Assistance 
Dogs International, which sets 
standards and benchmarks for 
assistance dogs.  This enables 
our 98% success rate.

Canine Companions has 
always placed dogs with Veter-
ans.  Through a special initia-
tive, Canine Companions for 
Independence is working to pro-
vide dogs to wounded veterans 
returning from the current Mid-
dle East conflicts. The Wounded 
Veterans Initiative was intro-

duced to the Middleburg area 
at an event at Lisa and Zohar 
Ben-Dov’s home last year. Sgt. 
Sam Cila (Ret.) USA, injured 
in 2005 in Iraq, and his Canine 
Companion Service Dog Gillian 
were special guests and were 
later featured in a national Time 
magazine article.  Several days 
later, the Initiative was intro-
duced in the Washington, D.C. 
area at which the Undersecre-
tary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness, Dr. Clifford L. 
Stanley was a speaker.

Canine Companions 
breeds its own dogs--Labrador 
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers 
and crosses of the two breeds. 
Our dogs are purposefully bred 
to serve as assistance dogs.  Our 
puppies are raised for the first 
16-18 months of their lives by 
volunteer puppy raisers like Col-
leen Hayduk (Middleburg) and 
the Slater family (Upperville).  
They socialize them and teach 
them basic obedience and good 
manners. Their advanced formal 
training takes place by certified, 
professional instructors. 

On May 19, from 5:30-7:00 
PM, Lisa and Zohar Ben-Dov 
and Susanne and Steve Lamb 
are hosting a puppy raiser out-
reach event at the Middleburg 
Community Center for people 
to learn more about puppy rais-
ing. Volunteers are needed to 
help meet growing demand for 
highly trained assistance dogs.  
Meet local puppy raisers, Col-
leen Hayduk, the Slater family 
and 11-year old Maggie (Cen-
terville), proud puppy raiser of 
Gillian, whose Make a Wish 
was to raise an assistance dog; 
recipients Carina and Caroline 
Elgin with Skilled Companion 
Dog Sajen (The Plains), Sgt. 
Sam Cila (Ret.) USA and his 
Service Dog Gillian. For more 
information call 1-800-572-
BARK, or go to cci.org.

Helen Ann Prather Mason, age 
80, of Upperville, Virginia 
died Wednesday, March 30th 
at the end stages of Alzheim-

ers.  Born on May 28, 1930 in Atlanta, 
Georgia, she was the daughter of the late 
Bert and Pearl Prather.  She is prede-
ceased in death by her husband, W. Bev-
erley Mason, Jr. who died in 1996.

She graduated from the Napsonian 
School (now know as The Westminister 
Schools) in Atlanta in 1948 and Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas 
with a degree in Journalism in 1952.

She is survived by her son and 
daughter-in-law, Will and Mary Page 
McCanless of Purcellville, Virginia and 
four granddaughters Erin McCanless, 
Kristen Lear, Samantha McCanless of 
Austin, Texas and Courtney McCanless 
of Valdosta, Georgia.

Her service to others and the com-
munity were generous and long-standing 
and included her dedication to church, 
education, the field of health care and 
civic projects.  She always found time to 
be a good friend and neighbor to those in 

need.  She lived a full life, was a world 
traveler and will always be remembered 
for her graceful manner, southern charm 
and stories of her years growing up.

Her many leadership roles and of-
ficer positions included the Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church in Middleburg as co-
chair and chairmanship of the Christ-
mas Shop and chair of their Fabulous 
Rummage Sale, the Middleburg Garden 
Club, the Upperville Colt & Horse Show, 
Oatlands and the Middleburg Players.  
A 12 year member of the Blue Ridge 
Friends of Stratford, Helen Ann also 
served as vice-chairman of this organiza-
tion.

In 1990, she was appointed by 
the Loudoun Healthcare, Inc. Board of 
Directors to serve on the development 
board.  She became a founding member 
of the Inova Loudoun Hospital Founda-
tion in 1991 and worked diligently over 
the years to raise funds and community 
awareness for the hospital.  In 1995, she 
received the Outstanding Woman of 
Achievement Award presented jointly 
by the Loudoun County Commission on 

Women and the Loudoun County Board 
of Supervisors for admiration for out-
standing contributions to the well-being 
of citizens of Loudoun County.  

A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, June 18, 2011 at 11:00AM 
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
Middleburg, Virginia with the Rev. Anne 
Hallmark officiating.  Burial will be 
private at Little Georgetown Cemetery, 
Broad Run, Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Chapter Headquarters, National Capital 
Area - 3701 Pender Drive, Suite 400,

Fairfax, Virginia 22030.

Helen Ann Prather Mason
May 28, 1930 – March 30, 2011

Continued Page  12
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Children’s Miniature Horse Summer Camp 

5 WEEKLY SESSIONS 
June 27, July 5, July 11, 

July 18 and July 25 
 
Cost per session is 
$240  and runs 9am-
3pm daily.  Before– and 
after-camp care avail-
able at $80 each. 

Belle Grey Farm, in Upperville, is holding 
summer camps for children ages 6-10.  
Children will work with our miniature 
horses to learn horse care, pleasure driv-
ing and combined driving events. 

For more information and registration 
www.bellegreyfarm.com 

540-592-3462 

SCHULZ

HOMES CORPORATION

GOT SOLAR?
Reduce Your Dependence On The Grid

Energy-Saving CFL (Compact
Flourescent Lights) and LED 
(Light Emitting Diode) Lighting

Solar PV 
(Photovoltaic) Panels

Solar Domestic 
Hot Water

Emergency 
Back-Up 
Generator

High-Performance Thermal 
Insulated Windows & Doors Hydronic Radiant Floor Heating

Geothermal Ground-Source 
Heat Pump

Blown 
Cellulose 
Insulation 
(R-21 Walls, 
R-40 Attic)

HOME, SWEET, HYBRID HOME

Your Lot or Ours. “We continue to believe, 
as we have for over 20 years, that living 
greener does not mean giving up style, 
quality, or comfort.” —Dale Schulz

540.687.3367     |     www.schulzhomes.com     |     schulzh@verizon.net

1987

2007

SC
HU

LZ

HO
MES CORP.

M ID D LEB U RG,
VA20th

ANNIVERSARY

To register and receive location
email WestillSing@aol.com 

or call Middleburg Christian School at 540-687-6254 

Invites former students of
The Parish House School and 

The Middleburg Christian School
to participate in celebrating

25 years of happy songs
in recording a musical CD.

Local performing artists with 
co-ordinator John Herndon 
will accompany students with 

practice : Sat. May 14th at 2 pm
and

recording: Sun. May 15th at 2 pm.

Middleburg Christian School
We Still Sing!

Tuition $200 per week 
Tuition is all-inclusive 
No charge for weeks not attending 
Drop-off available with 24 hours notice 
Space is limited—Register today! 

Regis
ter To

day

Summer Program 
Piedmont Child Care Center 

Call 540-592-3908 

Not a camp but an educational program 

www.piedmontchildcare.org

9121 John Mosby Hwy 
P.O. Box 244 

Upperville, VA 20185 

Daily learning activities 
2 weekly adventures (Middleburg Pool 
& another off-campus site) 
Includes lunch with am & pm snacks 
Have fun while learning! 

News of Note
The Webber Case:  The End of the Story
Daniel Morrow

On March 10, in a closed session 
of the Middleburg Town Coun-
cil, Police Chief Steve Webber 
announced that he would retire 

from the force effective June 28, 2011.
At the time questions had been 

raised by this newspaper and others about 
Webber’s professional judgment and per-
sonal conduct during the arrest and pa-
rade down Federal Street of Middleburg 
Eccentric co-founder and Editor-in Chief 
Dee Dee Hubbard on November 30.

Subsequently, questions were 
raised about the recruitment and vetting 
process that resulted in Webber’s hir-
ing as a part-time officer in the spring of 
1996, and his subsequent promotions to 
full time officer, acting chief, and Chief 
of Police.

Upon the advice of counsel, 
Middleburg has not yet begun an investi-
gation of Webber’s role in the incidents of 
November 30, pending the clearing of the 
Hubbard case from the Loudoun County 
Circuit Court dockets.

Press reports from 1996 and other 
documents uncovered by the Eccentric, 
however, now reveal more about the end 
of Webber’s career in Leesburg, and what 
was known, or not known about those 

events by those in Middleburg who later 
hired and promoted him.

Termination and First Appeals

According to Loudoun County 
Circuit Court documents, roughly two 
years before Webber first came to work as 
a Middleburg police officer, in the spring 
of 1994, a police officer under Webber’s 
command “ . . . was investigated by the 
Department for raping and assaulting a 
young woman and ultimately was dis-
missed from the Leesburg Police Depart-
ment.”

The same documents reveal that 
officer’s superior, Steve Webber, was        
“ . . . investigated by the Department for 
failing to report the attack on the victim 
when it was reported to him and for cov-
ering it up.”

“After the charges against him 
were sustained,” the Court filings contin-
ue,  “he too was dismissed from the Town 
Police Department.’”

Both officers appealed their termi-
nations.  

On or about October 27, 1994, 
records indicate, a grievance panel heard 
and upheld the decision to terminate the 
officer investigated for rape and assault.

Webber then retained a new law-

yer, Peter D. Greenspun.
As a result, Webber’s hearing, 

initially set for November 22, 1994, was 
postponed for six months, until April 26, 
1995.

On April 25, a day before the hear-
ing was scheduled to begin, Webber’s 
attorney had “hand delivered,” a request 
that the Civil Division of the Loudoun 
County Circuit Court compel the Town 
of Leesburg and the Leesburg Police 
Department to reconstitute the panel that 
would hear Webber’s appeal.  

On July 19, 1995, Judge Thomas 
D. Horne denied Webber’s request, 
though with an admonition that the panel 
overhearing the his appeal should be 
careful in its approach and “ . . . render a 
decision  . . . solely on the evidence pre-
sented.”

The Grievance Panel’s Ruling

In early September 1995, after 
what Leesburg Today  described as “sev-
eral hearings,”  the grievance panel that 
had upheld the firing of Webber’s subor-
dinate ruled that Webber himself should 
not be fired.  

Instead, they recommended that he 
be reduced in rank from Sergeant to Pri-
vate and re-hired, with back pay and reim-
bursement for the insurance payments he 
had covered from his own pocket while 
out of a job.

Leesburg Demurs

Leesburg refused.  
“Acting on the basis of the panel’s 

ruling,” the Leesburg Today account con-
tinued, “Webber reported for work on 
September 11,” but to no avail.   Leesburg 
Town Manager Steven C. Brown, the pa-
per reported, “claimed that the grievance 
panel had exceeded its authority.”  

Back to Court

Webber then went back to court.  
On October 27, 1995, Judge  Horne ruled 
in his favor, ordering “that the Town must 
reinstate Webber under a grievance panel 
ruling.”

Leesburg Demurs

But Leesburg again demurred, 
claiming that they had no job to offer 
Webber.

“Although a private’s position was 
vacant when the [grievance] panel’s rul-
ing was made in September, it was filled,” 
according to Leesburg Today, “and there 

are no vacant private positions now with 
the Town.”

Fairfax attorney Jack Gould, re-
tained by Leesburg as a special counsel 
in the Webber case, then filed a motion in 
Loudoun County Circuit Court to “recon-
sider or vacate the [reinstatement] ruling, 
because of confusion over what [Judge] 
Horne had initially ruled.”  

Reinstatement Stayed

In November 1995, Judge Car-
leton Penn, substituting for  vacationing 
Judge Horne, ruled in Leesburg’s favor,  
vacating “an earlier order requiring the 
Town of Leesburg to reinstate former 
Police Sergeant Steven L. Webber on the 
force”.  

“A new hearing on Webber’s posi-
tion,” Leesburg Today reported, “will be 
heard in Judge Thomas Horne’s court in 
early December.’

Rebus Sic Stantibus

In December 1995, however, there 
was a fundamental change in the condi-
tions surrounding Webber’s appeal and 
Leesburg’s opposition to rehiring him:  a 
private’s position finally opened up on the 
Leesburg Police Force. 

“Letter to the Editor”

With a private’s position now 
open Webber wrote a long, open letter 
to the editor, published on January 3 in 
Leesburg Today.  

“I had no direct involvement in the 
alleged assault,” Webber wrote. “I have 
been assured that I violated no laws.  I 
was accused of failing to report a crime, 
a crime which I did not witness nor could 
articulate had ever occurred.”

Noting that other senior officers 
on the Leesburg force had known about 
the incident and that he had himself had 
offered to take a polygraph test, Webber 
wrote that he thought “an apology and 
explanation is owed to the taxpaying citi-
zens of Leesburg, myself included, for the 
outrageous amount of money the town 
has spent on outside legal assistance dur-
ing this ordeal.”

Back to Court

Webber also went back to court 
to prevent the newly opened position in 
Leesburg from being filled before his case 
was resolved.

On January 5, according to 
Leesburg Today, Judge Horne heard a 

request  from Webber’s Attorney, Peter 
D. Greenspun, that he issue a temporary 
restraining order preventing Leesburg 
“from hiring any more officers until Web-
ber’s case is determined.”  

Horne denied the request for the 
temporary restraining order, according 
the Loudoun Times Mirror, but set Janu-
ary 31 as the date for yet another hearing      
“ . . . in which the town can defend its po-
sition in the case.”   

Leesburg Today was more direct.  
Judge Horne, it noted, had ordered “that 
the Town appear to show why it should 
not be held in contempt of court for not 
having rehired former Sgt. Steven L. 
Webber as Horned ordered in In October 
and again in December.”

The Times Mirror had also gained 
access to other court documents, report-
ing for the first time that “The records also 
state that Webber was demoted in 1994 
because he failed to report that fellow law 
officers were intoxicated at the scene of 
an altercation at Payne’s Old Town Pub.”

Leesburg Demurs

As of January 24, 1996, however, 
the Loudoun Times Mirror was reporting 
that ,“ . . . despite a court order instructing 
the town to rehire Webber as a police of-
ficer, he has not yet been placed back on 
the force.”

As of press time, the story contin-
ued, “Fairfax Lawyer Jack Gould, speak-
ing on behalf of the town, said “a notice of 
appeal has been filed with the court since 
December 29 . . . the first step in appealing 
Horne’s decision to a higher Court.”

Last Minute Settlement
Then, on January 30, 1996, the 

day before Leesburg was to appear before 
Judge Horne to show why it should not be 
held in contempt,  the Town reached an 
out-of-court settlement with Webber.

After 15 months of hearings, rul-
ings and counterrulings, Leesburg  finally 
re-hired Webber, not as a private, but at 
his old rank of sergeant.  

The town also gave him “an undis-
closed cash settlement” and,  in the words 
of one  Leesburg Today reporter, Web-
ber was “completely exonerated of any 
wrong doing.”

But there was a catch.  The settle-
ment also required Webber to resign from 
the Leesburg Police force . . .  “immedi-
ately.”

He did so, and in May,   started 
his new career in Middleburg, part time, 
serving as a private,  under former Chief  
David R. Simpson.
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News of Note

A Visit Loudoun destinAtion RestAuRAnt
follow us on

Please call 540-687-4645 or 
visit www.opentable.com

 to reserve your place at our table. 
Located just 2.5 miles North of Middleburg.

36205 snAke HiLL RoAd
MiddLebuRg, ViRginiA 20117

w w w. g o o d s t o n e . c o m

dinner served wednesday through monday from 5-9pm

Lunch served monday, wednesday, thursday, Friday 
and saturday from 11:30-2pm

Brunch served sunday from 11:30-2pm
Breakfast served monday through sunday from 8-10am

eVeRyone is inVited!
Please visit our website for menu offerings. 

Relax
goodstone is now offering spa services available 

monday through sunday.

Please visit our website for a complete spa menu.

come join us For a Hunt Country Happy Hour
at the goodstone

complimentary canapés 
wednesday, may 18th from 5:00pm-7:30pm.

spRing is HAppening At
intRoducing Chef Walden’s 
L u n c H M e n u

AppetizeRs And HoRs d’oeuVRes

chef’s soup du Jour 
onion soup gratinée

À Les halles with gruyère cheese

duo of salmon
one cured, one Pastrami smoked, crudités, cucumbers, Ponzu

Fresh spring Asparagus
warm with Bayonne ham, gruyère, Quail’s egg, caper Vinaigrette

chef’s country pate
toasted Points, cornichon and crudités 

salade Maison
organic greens, enokis, sprouts, Pea shoots, champagne Vinaigrette

chef’s caesar salad
organic romaine hearts, mosto/anchovy emulsion, homemade 

croutons, reggiano

Les pLAts pRincipALs
our signature Jockey sandwich

rustic olive Foccacia, mortadella, ham, soppresata, smoked turkey, 
imported Provolone, roasted Peppers, Pesto Vinaigrette, served warm

crab cake sandwich
cole slaw, Fresh cut Frites

Le surprise du chef
available for your entire party: a three course Luncheon 

with intermezzo

steak Frites
 Petit Filet mignon, cracked Pepper, wild mushrooms

diver sea scallops
sautee with garlic and herbs de Provence

chef’s pan Roasted chilean sea bass
asian overtones, shoyu sake sauce

Menu subject to change.

Animal Rescue Foundation (ARF) Established 

A group of animal lov-
ing individuals with 
years of fund-raising 
experience has band-

ed together to create Animal 
Rescue Foundation (ARF), a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit, or-
ganized to raise money for 
groups that serve animals in 
need.  

“We all know how much 
time and energy it takes animal 
rescue organizations to raise 
the funds required to provide 
the help we know is needed,” 
emphasized ARF Founding 
President Karen Rockwood.  

“Because money is al-

ways tight and there are in-
creasing numbers of animals 
who need help, rescue organi-
zation staff often must spend 
an inordinate amount of time 
on the phone, planning events 
or simply brainstorming about 
how to generate that last $400 
to feed for another week.  Our 
objective is to relieve them of 
that time and labor expense and 
allow them to focus on what’s 
most important: the animals.”

Groups will be asked to 
complete a simple grant ap-
plication to request funds for 
specific programs or needs.  
For example, spay-neuter pro-

grams, emergency medical 
services or equipment needs 
would be appropriate requests 
on an ARF Grant Application.

ARF’s first benefit, a La-
dies Garden Party, is planned 
for Sunday, May 15th, at Fox 
Hall Farm in Delaplane.  Tick-
ets are $100 for adults and 
children are free. The event 
will be held rain or shine. 
100% of the funds raised will 
go to worthy organizations like 
Middleburg Humane Founda-
tion, Blue Ridge Wildlife Cen-
ter, The Equine Rescue Center, 
Fauquier SPCA and others.  
Please visit www.arfrescue.

org for details, or telephone 
540-364-9123

Every member of ARF is 
a volunteer.  There is no paid 
staff and no costly office space 
with the attendant overhead 
and equipment costs to eat 
into funds raised.  ARF events 
will be managed to maximize 
profit with volunteers and lo-
cal organizations donating ser-
vices, product and labor.  All 
profits from ARF events will 
be distributed in the year they 
are earned.

Officers include:  Jenni-
fer Richards, vice president; 
Patti Bschorr, secretary; Phil-

lipa Lewis, treasurer, and Ur-
sula Landsrath, events chair-
man.  Board members are Dria 
Boyer, Alex Cudaback, Gail 
Guirreri, Mary Johnson, Dani-
elle Kazmier, Manisha Morris, 
Glenda Cudaback-Morrow and 
Rhonda Wilkins.

“We hope every animal 
loving individual will help us 
support these hard-working 
organizations that are helping 
our local animals in need,” 
Rockwood concluded.

Dr. Gallegos Gives Back

R obert A. Gal-
legos is a popular 
Middleburg den-
tist,  but it is his 

commitment to the com-
munity a large that best il-
lustrates his dedication and 
concern for citizens.

From his “Importance 
of Dental Health” talks with 
Purcellville’s Lincoln Ele-
mentary, Upperville’s Pied-
mont Daycare and Devel-
opment, and Middleburg’s 
Christian Preschool students 
to the many services he pro-
vides helping local families, 
Dr. Gallegos makes serious 
community contributions.

“I thoroughly enjoy 

spreading the word about 
dental health to our young-
est citizens,” he said.  “By 
meeting them early, we have 
a positive connection, and 
that is very important for 
a lifetime of dental health 
care.”

Dr. Gallegos also pro-
vides many early dental 
screenings to children iden-
tified by the Aldie Elemen-
tary School administration.  

“Being afraid of the 
dentist is a thing of the 
past,” he emphasizes. “Go-
ing to the dentist should 
bring smiles, not frightened 
faces!”

In late March, Dr. Gal-

legos made a presentation 
about how dentistry can 
provide alternate therapies 
for sleep apnea at Grand 
Rounds for Valley Health.

“I was able to provide 
the doctors in attendance 
with very beneficial in-
formation,” he explained.  
“Valley Health should be 
congratulated for provid-
ing their physicians with as 
many options as possible of-
fered by dentistry.”

Should you wish to dis-
cuss these, or other topics 
with Dr. Gallegos, please 
contact him at www.midle-
burgsmiles.com.
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As part of her work with Fields 
of Fashion, Alison has helped to or-
ganize Think Tank events on rural 
clothing with collaborators such as 
the Victoria & Albert Museum and 
she is going back to lead a project 
that will involve teaching people how 
to research, archive and exhibit their 
clothing history.

“Three hundred years ago, 
fashion influenced riding dress,” she 
continued.  “Today the influences are 
many.” 

In the 1930’s, both morality 
and economics were the major influ-
ences on equine dress for women.  In 
her search for the evolution of rid-
ing dress for women, Alison  found 
a treasure trove of material at the 
NSLM.   Opinion varied on the ap-

propriate dress for either cross or side 
saddle riding.

“Marie Antoinette rode both 
ways,” she said.  “But she had certain 
luxuries!”

Lady Worsley, as pictured in 
Joshua Reynolds’ painting of her, 
wears a beautiful, long, red habit that 
is patterned on her husband’s regi-
ment’s colors.

In the early 19th century, Beau 
Brummel’s modern ideas had a major 
impact.  Ladies pared down their rid-
ing habits and expected them to re-
flect the discipline of a sporting body.  
Cleanliness and grooming became 
extremely important, as did simplic-
ity of cut, neutral colors and minimal 
ornament.  This was an era when men 
began wearing long trousers instead 

of knee breeches and silk stockings.
By 1875, the Safety Skirt, a 

feat of ingenious engineering, includ-
ed a patented apron design that easily 
came off to avoid dragging should 
the rider fall.

As Vreeland said, “There is 
nothing haphazard about the eques-
trian world,”  and women’s dress re-
flected that perfectly.

By 1920, there is a formal 
dress code for female riders in the 
hunting field.

For formal hunting, ladies must 
have a top hat and veil, a dark habit, a 
white shirt, buff or canary vest, black 
boots and yellow gloves.

For informal hunting, ladies 
should wear a ‘ratcatcher’ tweed 
jacket and bowler hat, leaving their 

horses unplaited.
Soon the Traveling Tailor 

makes the scene to ensure that the 
dress code, originating in Britain, 
is correctly maintained around the 
world.

Among many other priceless 
references at the NSLM, Alison de-
lighted in Mrs. Lucy Linn’s diary.  

This record of a real doyenne 
of fashion from the McCormick fam-
ily of Chicago, provides an impec-
cable record of her 1948 hunting trip 
she took in Ireland.  She rode to 13 
Hunts across Ireland in one month.  
She was over 60 years old.

“Her descriptions of this trip 
are fantastic,” Alison said.

“She wrote that one mount 
was so highly spirited that he had to 

be sedated before mounted, and that, 
at one Hunt,  her barren lodging was 
so cold she warmed her bed with her 
boiled breakfast egg.”

“Women’s equestrian dress is a 
fascinating look into society,” Alison 
explained.  “It is a perfect reflection 
of position, hierarchy and the rituals 
associated with correct appearance.”

“The resources at The Library 
are truly exceptional, and the books 
one discovers here offer both instruc-
tional and pragmatic discourses.”

“For instance, a woman’s stock 
can be used as a bandage in case of 
accidents.  The proper display and 
discipline of her athletic body re-
quires four or five fittings per riding 
costume.  One’s dress reflects one’s 
knowledge of horsemanship.  And, 
according to one manuscript, an at-
tractive girl with a lovely figure looks 
ravishing in well-made boots and 
breeches, even more so when rid-
ing sidesaddle in her well-cut riding 
habit,”  

This pretty and charming Eng-
lishwoman believes that the inciden-
tal is every bit as much the stuff of 
history as the exceptional, and she 
found, to her immense pleasure, 
plenty of both at the NSLM.

She also said that although 
it might surprise her audience, she 
had to dispel the legend of Tailor 
Pinque… from which, many believe, 
came the identification of red riding 
habits as “pink.”

“There is absolutely no evi-
dence of his existence,” she said 
sadly.  

For more information on Dr. 
Alison Goodrum’s work, please visit 
the Fields of Fashion online exhibi-
tion at www.wall5.org.uk

Open House Sat. & Sun. 12-5pm

Creighton Farms is Washington’s most exclusive luxury 
gated community. Come and select your home site from 
our newest section with prime golf course and mountain 
views. Work with the Washington area’s most celebrated 
custom builders. Create something extraordinary.  

- Spectacular custom homes and villas from $1.5M

-  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course*

- Fitness Center, tennis, swimming and more*

- Personal and Residential Concierge Services

- Just 20 minutes from Dulles Airport

  *Use of  existing or planned recreational amenities is not included with the purchase of  real estate and requires separate club membership. Juno-Loudoun LLC is the owner and 
developer of  the project. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a

solicitation of  offers from, residents of  NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of  real estate. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State 
law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the value, if  any, of  this property.

A Southworth 
Community

Washington DC

Dulles Int’l 
Airport

Reston

Arlington

Herndon… 20 min.

Fairfax… 25 min.

McLean… 35 min.

Arlington… 45 min.

Washington DC… 55 min.

START PLANNING YOUR 
CUSTOM DREAM HOME 

THIS WEEKEND – 
AT CREIGHTON FARMS

www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105
Truly have it all with 10 acres, barn, workshop, creek, mature trees and 
ready to move in today.  This magnificent custom built home boasts high 
ceilings, sun room, media room, large deck and finished basement.  The 
professional chef’s kitchen with its Viking ovens, Sub-Zero refrigerator, 
built in wine cooler, walk-in pantry, large island with dropdown vent and 
timeless craftsman cabinets puts this home in a class of its own.                 
                                                                                                   $1,099,000
  

Windy Harris & associates
Buying and Selling is a Breeze with Windy
www.CallWindy.com • (703) 554-3815

Best Priced Historic Farm in Loudoun. No detail overlooked. Renovated 1854 Quaker Manor Home on 147 acres. 50 acres of riding trails w/forest and 90 
acres of  rolling pasture w/4 board fence. 30x60 pool w/slate & fountains, finished log cabin/guest home, 100 ft bank barn, ice & smoke houses, and 3 large 
ponds. This private estate is truly one of a kind.                                                                                                                                                      $2,999,000

147 Acre
s

Own a piece of history.  This renovated historic masterpiece (circa 1760) 
is zoned both residential or commercial.  This house is one of the few re-
maining early log buildings in Leesburg  built before 1800.  Several addi-
tions and a second story was added to the original home in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries.  This property is perfect for an in-town home, of-
fice or business located conveniently within Leesburg’s Historic District.                                                                                           
                                                                                                      $349,000

Commerc
ial Propert

y

Middleb
urg Hunt C

ountry

Rockwood ManoR

News of Note
Chanel, Vreeland, Reynolds & Goodrum
Continued from Page 1

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com
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Model &
Sales Office

Open Sat/Sun
& HolidayS
12 pm - 5 pm

S T E E P L E C H A S E  R U N
L u x u r y  L i v i n g  i n  t h e  H e a r t  o f  H o r s e  C o u n t r y

Rt. 50 West to Middleburg 
to Right on North Jay St., 2 
blocks to Model Home 
on Right - 111 N. Jay St.

Sales and Marketing by
    The Matt Shepard Group
    Keller Williams Realty
    703 403-4003
    703 786-4111
    www.CityToSeaRealEstate.com

Builder Pays $7,000 Closing Costs
for a limited time only

From $479,900
• 19 10 Estate Town Homes Left
•  3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
•  Gourmet Kitchens
•  3 Finished Levels
•  1 & 2 Car Garages
•  Stone & Hardy Plank Siding

Visit our website for Homesites, Floor Plan & Features:
www.BatalHomes.com

We
Are BAck!

“Simply Elegant”

Hunt     Country
Pool Builders inC.

540.364.3609 • www.huntcountrypools.com

design & Build

sPas • Fountains • WaterFalls • Patios

“Personalizing the great outdoors
for over 25 years!

Middleburg – “Brookside” – 5BR/5.5BA Classic, yet upscale, 
Virginia farmhouse on just under 5 acres located minutes east of 
Middleburg.  Carriage House, pool, dry-stack stone walls and lush 
landscaping.

JUDITH PRYOR PLESCOW
703.201.8399

jpplescow@comcast.net
508 E Market St • Leesburg, 20176

Brookside • Middleburg

Aurora
Services, Inc.

Great things are done when men and mountains meet….
William Blake

Providing the Following Services:

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design
◆ Installation, Service & Repair
◆ Emergency Attendance
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora

www.auroraservicesinc.com

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area.

Class A Electrical Contractor – VA & MD

An Old Dog 
Looking For 

a Second Chance

Caleb is an 8-year old Great Pyrenees who came into the Appa-
lachian Great Pyrenees Rescue (AGPR) over a year ago.  This is 
typical for older dogs looking for their second chance. Caleb is a 
very sweet dog who loves to be around people.  The ideal home for 
Caleb would be one where he could be around people on a steady 
basis.  He was a former livestock guardian dog and seems to have 
transferred his allegiance from sheep to people.  His foster mom has 
been working on his manners and takes him everywhere with her, 
including to her law office.  

If you have room in your home for a sweet, old dog, please contact 
Gina Schaecher at 571-215-4902 or Howard Lewis at 540-554-
8733.

News of Note

Kirk also noted the need to devel-
op “a press release and media guideline 
and to correct (and update) the town’s 
Employee Handbook.”

She further recommended the 
Town begin a formal “employee review 
process,” noting that she had asked the 
previous Town Administrator to do an-
nual reviews for all the town’s employ-
ees. 

Freedom of Information Act

At the request of Town Admin-
istrator Semmes, Town Clerk Rhonda 
North, the official “custodian” of the 
Town’s public records, has developed 
new, formal guidelines for handing 
Freedom of Information Act requests. 

Henceforth all such requests for 

information, that the Town is legally re-
quired to make available to any citizen, 
will be handled through the Town Clerk.  
New forms and fees for service are also 
forthcoming. 

Review of Council’s 
Rules of Procedure

Council Member Cathy Jo Shea 
brought to Council’s attention several 
changes she believed necessary in the 
Council’s Rules of Procedure, at which 
point Councilmember Mark Snyder 
questioned the necessity of doing so, 
noting that, in practice, “the rules only 
applied as much as the Council made 
the effort.”

Shea responded that the Council 
had a formal process through which it 

must go to change its rules of procedure, 
and “expressed concern that if the Coun-
cil did not consistently follow its rules, it 
could end up in trouble.” 

Asked if there were rules “that 
were not being followed,”  Snyder noted  
that “the Council mostly followed the 
rules; however they did not always dot 
their i’s and cross their t’s.” 

Councilmember Shea went on 
to make a number of suggestions relat-
ing to, among other things: rules about 
who could or could not be called upon  
to speak or answer questions from the 
public gallery; when such interactions 
were permissible;  the propriety of bla-
tant marketing or business solicitations 
in the form of “presentations” which, 
though prohibited, go on “all the time;”  
and unsolicited “presentations” by polit-

ical candidates  when all those running 
for office have not been given a chance 
to speak.  

Actions in Closed Session

Shea expressed particular con-
cern for observing the provisions of 
Section 5-8(C) of the rules, which state 
that no resolution, ordinance, rule, etc. 
adopted in a closed session,  was ef-
fective until the Council reconvened in 
open meeting and took a vote. 

Shea noted that in recent history, 
there were some public statements made 
“without a vote being taken.” 

Though not mentioned directly, 
public statements about Council’s 
opinions made by Mayor Davis after 
a closed session discussion of the No-

vember 30 the arrest of the co-founder 
and Editor-in-Chief of the Middleburg 
Eccentric, and a press release issued fol-
lowing Steve Webber’s announcement 
of his impending retirement cited Coun-
cil opinions not publicly put to a vote.

Town Committees

Councilmember Shea also sug-
gested the town clarify what was meant 
by the “Reports of Town Committees” 
in the published “Order of Business” for 
Town Council meetings.   Town Coun-
cil members still head nominal  “com-
mittees” (such as personnel and public 
safety) that existed in the past, but have 
been replaced by meetings of the entire 
council, meeting as a “committee of the 
whole.”

Where Has All the Water Gone?
Continued from Page 5
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What’s the Fuss 
About Water? 

www.our-village-green.com April 28, 2011 ~ May 26, 2011Volume 1 Issue 2

Daniel Morrow

For the Loudoun County 
Public School System En-
ergy Conservation not only 
begins at home it travels, to 

the homes of all the students who 
attend the county’s nationally rec-
ognized, award-winning, energy 
efficient facilities.

The buildings and grounds 
themselves become teaching tools 
and programs promoting energy ef-
ficiency, recycling, and care for the 
environment become a daily part of 
the lives of the system’s teachers, 
students, and administrators.

In early April Guilford El-
ementary School kicked off  its 
Third Annual Environmental Fair 
with a school-wide assembly fea-
turing two of the systems most suc-
cessful (and entertaining) conser-
vation professionals. 

Mike Barancewicz and John 
Lord, known in the public schools 
as “The Energy Guys,” are both 
trained energy conservation profes-
sionals and educators. 

At Guilford they engaged 
hundreds of elementary school 
students (the oldest were fith grad-
ers) with hands-on experiments us-
ing hand-cranked generators, and 
what can only be termed a real time 
“re-enactment” of a quintessen-
tially dry training film on coal-fired 
generators produced by Dominion 
Power. 

Students first watched the 
short film, with classic basso-pro-
fundo narration tracing energy pro-
duction from coal mines to house-

hold outlets.  Then, with Lord 
re-reciting the narrative, in char-
acter and  in real time, Barancewiz 
orchestrated a living reinactment of 
the entire film, with students play-
ing the roles of coal, trains, con-
veyer belts and pulverizers, water, 
steam, turbines, and distribution 
lines, all working together to even-
tually deliver a shock to their prin-
cipal, who happily played the role 
of a house.  The kids loved it, and 
everyone learned how coal is con-
nected to light bulbs.

NBC4 Meterologist Tom Ki-
erein, representatives of Loudoun 
Water and Waste Management, and 
Guilford’s own SGA and K-Kids 
also contributed to an event which 
would not only teach, but have real 
impact on energy use at the school, 
and no doubt at the students’ homes 

as well.
Loudoun County’s schools 

run similar programs, tailored for 
young audiences from K through 
12, all over the county.

And they work. 
Last year the Environmen-

tal Protection Agency  named the 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
one of only two national “Energy 
Star Partners of the Year,” a desig-
nation widely regarded as the US 
Government’s highest award “in 
recognition of energy conservation 
and efficiency.

From a taxpayers perspec-
tive the program also makes a dif-
ference.  Through such programs, 
as well as conscientious long-term 
planning, he county’s schools have 
avoided spending an estimated than 
$34 million on energy since 1993.

Raised Beds and 
Containers Page 16

Small Steps and Giant Leaps 
At Guilford Elementary

Chandler Van Voorhis

From the trickling of time, the 
creek that runs through our 
Hunt Country carried the In-
dian name Cokongoloto and 

Gohongarestraw, meaning the “river 
of swans or geese.” While the Indians 
have been gone for the last 300 years, 
the name Goose Creek remains.

The abundance of waterfowl 
moving in concert with the ebb and 
flow of the water cutting through our 
land has been a time-honored tradi-
tion of stewardship. As my mother 
and father once told me, “The culti-
vation of soil and character are two of 
the greatest joys in life. In each case, 
we invest in the greater good. While 
the cultivation of soil anchors us, the 
cultivation of character elevates us.” 
We fortunately live in an area that 
values both.

Building equity back in the 
land continues today. Recently, the 
John Marshall Soil and Water Con-
servation District honored several 
conservationists for their achieve-
ments.  Both Locust Hill Farm of 
Middleburg and the Gray Horse 
Farm of Warrenton received the Con-

servation Farm Award, while Sky 
Meadows State Park received the 
Conservation Award. In total these 
three honorees have protected over 
35,000 feet of stream banks. Barbara 
Dennee of PB Smith Elementary 
School was honored for her innova-
tions on bringing the outdoors to the 
classroom.

The top recipient, George 
Thompson received the 2010 Clean 
Water Farm Award for his steward-
ship across several farms – Clover 
Hill, Waveland, Wright and Payne 
Farms. Across these farms, Mr. 
Thompson installed 7650 feet of 
stream protection fence, protected 
10,600 feet of stream banks, cre-
ated 15 acres of riparian buffers and 
installed solar power for alternative 
source of water for cattle. Over the 
last two years, Mr. Thompson has 
protected a total of 70,000 stream 
bank feet, for a total of 13 miles of 
stream banks under protection.

While performing an environ-
mental evaluation on Mr. Thomp-
son’s farms, biologists found rare 
freshwater mussels in Carter’s Run. 
This treasure find is very symbolic. 
Through the footsteps of history, the 

name and meaning of Goose Creek 
carries the distinction of mother 
nature’s abundance when we act as 
stewards of the land, putting more 
back into nature than we take out. 
Hopefully today’s measures by Mr. 
Thompson and the other honorees 
will lead to more and more fresh wa-
ter mussels returning to our creeks 
and cleaner water for us all. Whether 
we call our creek Cokongoloto and 
Gohongarestraw or simply Goose 
Creek, the link to our past remains 
vibrant as long as our actions today 
insure the River of Swans will be 
cleaner and more abundant than we 
took possession for our brief moment 
in time.

In the famed book A River 
Runs Through It, Norman Maclean 
writes, “Eventually, all things merge 
into one, and a river runs through 
it. The river was cut by the world’s 
great flood and runs over rocks from 
the basement of time. On some of 
those rocks are timeless raindrops. 
Under the rocks are the words, and 
some of the words are theirs.”

Their words are etched in the 
actions taken today by our fellow 
farmers, neighbors and friends.  

A Creek Runs Through Us

Page 16

Conservation 
Capitalism

Page 17

Printed  using recycled fiber

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

• Computer designed and fabricated
• All ceramic – no metal

	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
• Completed in a single appointment
• No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to:
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our May Mixer

Tuesday, May 10
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Union First Market Bank
101 W. Washington Street

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz
to bring you up-to-date

Open House
TUESDAY, MAY 17, 9:00 a.m.

RSVP: www.wakefi eldschool.org/openhouse 
or (540) 253-7600

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL

4439 OLD TAVERN ROAD

P.O. BOX 107

THE PLAINS, VA 20198

A L L  R O A D S  L E A D  T O  WA K E F I E L D

BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE

THE PLAINS VOLUNTEER FIRE AND 
RESCUE COMPANY

COMPANY 4

“WE NEED JUST A FEW GOOD 
MEN AND WOMEN”.......JOIN NOW!

The Plains Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company wishes to recruit male 
and female volunteer members to be trained and run fire and rescue 
calls.

New members are trained as either Fire Fighters and/or Emergency 
Medical Technicians (EMT), with full Virginia state certification. Vol-
unteers may also train and be certificated to drive a wide range of emer-
gency vehicles.

This is vital volunteer work. Our community depends on The Plains 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company to answer fire, medical emergen-
cy, and accident calls round the clock.

 The Plains Fire and Rescue Company has a sixty year tradition of ser-
vice, high performance, and unbeatable camaraderie.

Please contact Blake Gallagher on 540-364-6174 
or Tony Corbin at: tcorbin@rish.com

SEE ANYTHING YOU
CAN USE THIS SEASON?

NEED EQUIPMENT?

GIVE US A CALL
we rent and sell a full line of

LAWN, GARDEN
and CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

Volvo Rents
Construction Equipment

Owned & Operated

41111 John Mosby Hwy.
At Lenah on Route 50

703-722-2121
OPEN ALSO ON SATURDAYS
7AM-12PM

EQUIPMENT, LLC
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Village Green

Mosby: Scout Along the Turnpike
Saturday, April 30, 2011 • Continuously 12 noon through 5:00 p.m

Site 1: The Historic Rector House at Atoka, Virginia is 4 miles west of Middleburg off Route 50 on State 
Route 713.

Site 2: Aldie Mill is located on the south side of Route 50 in the center of the village of Aldie, Virginia.

Site 3: Mount Zion Church is about 1 mile east of Gilbert’s Corner at the Watson’s Road traffic circle on 
Route 50

May at the Winery!
The Mosby Heritage Area Association will be participating in two events at area 

wineries in May; the first at Delaplane Cellars in Delaplane, Virginia, 
and the second at Philip Carter Winery at Hume, Virginia.

Cavaliers, Courage and Coffee Program 
Saturday, May 21

The Crooked Run Valley as seen from the hills of Delaplane Cellars will be the backdrop for MHAA’s 
second Cavaliers, Courage and Coffee program on Saturday, May 21, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Stories of 
life during the Civil War will be told in first person accounts by members of the Gray Ghost Interpretive 

Group.  Vignettes throughout the vineyard will set the stage for this lantern-lit program.

www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

Richard A. Engberg

“Water water everywhere, Nor 
any drop to drink” – The Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner by 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Did you know that more than 

70 percent of the earth’s surface is 
covered with water in places more 
than 6 miles deep?

Did you also know that only 3 
percent of the total water on earth is 
freshwater?  That’s right, 97 percent 
of all water is undrinkable salt water.  
Of the 3 percent freshwater, slightly 
more than 2 percent is tied up in 
Antarctic ice or in the Greenland ice 
cap and, therefore, is unavailable.

This leaves slightly less than 
one percent of the total water on 
earth available for possible human 
and animal consumption and/or 
other uses.

Therefore, the words of the 
Ancient Mariner are nearly true and 
almost prophetic.

OK, a little more detail about 
freshwater.  Of the one percent of 
freshwater on earth, one percent 
is surface water and 99 percent is 
groundwater.

Of the fresh surface water, 
98 percent is found in lakes and 
swamps and two percent in rivers.  
Twenty percent of all fresh surface 
water worldwide is found in the 
Great Lakes. 

 This one percent freshwater 
should be adequate for all needs and 
uses on earth with the caveat that for 
human consumption, certain treat-
ments such as filtration, clarifica-
tion, and disinfection are required to 
make the water safe.

Unfortunately, the distribution 
of freshwater and the distribution 
of population do not always coin-
cide.  More than 800 million people 
worldwide lack access to safe fresh-
water sources. Moreover, in parts of 
the world, water treatments are un-
available.

* Let’s take a look at a few of 
water’s physical and chemical prop-
erties.

* Water is comprised of mol-
ecules each of which contains two 
atoms of hydrogen and one atom of 
oxygen.

* Because of its unique con-
figuration, water molecules attract 
each other which gives water a high 
surface tension

* Water is known as the “uni-
versal solvent” because it dissolves 
more substances than any other liq-
uid

* Pure water is neutral.  In 
chemical jargon, it has a pH of 7 
which is neither acid (pH<7) nor al-
kaline (pH>7)

* Water is the only natural 
substance whose three forms, solid 
(ice), liquid, and gas (steam) exist at 
temperatures found on earth

* Water is surprisingly heavy.  
One cubic foot of water weighs ap-
proximately 62 pounds

Another interesting fact to 
consider:  Water is directly or indi-
rectly associated with every natural 
disaster on earth, hurricanes, tsuna-
mis, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes, floods, droughts, you 
name it.

A final observation and a per-
sonal opinion:

Observation:  Water is ex-
traordinarily cheap, it is tremen-
dously undervalued.  Drinkable 
water delivered to your home costs 
much less than one cent per gallon, 
an amazing bargain.

Opinion:  Which should be 
more valuable, water or oil? An-
swer: water.  For humans, water is 
essential.  With water, we live, with-
out water, we die. The average life 
expectancy for a human in the com-
plete absence of water is three days.  
We may not like it or be as comfort-
able, but we can live without oil.

In future columns, with this 
information as a background, I will 
elaborate on some of the above facts 
or explore interesting, contempo-
rary, or controversial water issues.

Much of the above is adapted 
from the U. S. Geological Survey 
Publication, “Water Science for 
Schools”, and from the “Encyclope-
dia of Climate and Weather”, edited 
by S. H. Schneider.

Richard A. Engberg is Tech-
nical Director of the American 
Water Resources Association in 
Middleburg.  He is a hydrologist 
with more than 45 years of experi-
ence, including 26 years with the U. 
S. Geological Survey, and 10 years 
as Manager of the National Irriga-
tion Water Quality Program of the 
U. S. Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D.C.

The Greenest Kilowatt is the one never produced!

Energy Efficiency ----- Renewable Energy ------ Dark Sky Friendly

The Clean Power Foundation of Middleburg is proud to be 
helping the communities of The Plains and Middleburg to become 

more energy efficient and dark sky friendly.

Join us!

www.cleanpowerfoundation.net

To Learn More, Call  Jerry Van Voorhis
540-687-8943

May 12th Deadline 
for May 26th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

Karen Rexrode

With our last average frost 
date rapidly approaching, 
it’s time to consider the 
planting of summer con-

tainers. No matter the size, large or small, 
there are many options for plantings. 
Given our hot summers, large is better, 
but small succulents and cacti will work 
surprisingly well in small pots. Some gar-
deners go so far as to put an automatic 
watering system in for their pots. Without 
that luxury, you will be watering every 
other day to every day. So, is the idea of 
containers scattered about worthwhile? 
For myself it’s a resounding yes.

The bulk of my garden is a series 
of raised beds, each one 16 x 4’, ten total 
(4 feet deep) and they are watered every 
day. Some plants are started by seed, di-
rectly in the raised beds. I also buy 4 to 6” 
pots and plant bulbs in a staggered time 
frame so that I have flowering bulbs over 
a period of many weeks. Peak bloom is 
around the 4th of July and I have worked 
for several years, perfecting the arrange-
ment and selecting plants that do well. 
It’s an ongoing experiment.

Herbs and vegetables are part of 
the mix and results have varied, especial-
ly with vegetables. My most successful 
plants include, lettuce (and greens), broc-
coli, beets, carrots, beans and peppers. The 
larger vegetables do not respond well and 
I suspect they are capable of filling even 
these large containers with roots. Herbs 
have been fabulous, my only failure has 
been French tarragon, which diminishes 
in size and has never thrived. French sor-
rell lasted for several years and was a real 
pleasure to pick and add to salads with its 
pungent lemony taste. I experiment with 

different basils and thyme every year.
My favorite flowers are too nu-

merous to mention but I do sow some di-
rectly, a great savings over buying them 
already grown. The shortest sunflowers 
are necessary since the tall ones tower 
over everything else. I have had to use a 
saw to cut some sunflowers down that had 
stems three and four inches around. The 
stalks on these giants were six or more 
feet tall and by adding the 4 feet above 
ground, they were like mutant, giant sun-
flowers. I particularly like the teddy bear 
sunflowers and ‘Elf’ for dwarf varieties. 
Zinnias are far better than cosmos, the 
latter always falling over in the rich soil. 
Burpee seed has an incredible new zinnia 
named ‘Queen Red Lime’ with maroon 
petals and lime centers which I will add 
to my many colors of the Benary strain.

In bulbs I plant the dwarf gladi-
olus and think the ‘Flevo’ varieties are 
outstanding. Ten or so bulbs are planted 
about 10 days apart to prolong bloom 
time. Tuberoses and acidanthera are or-
dered, as many as the budget will allow. 
My success with digging and saving the 
tuberoses has increased, a good thing 
since they have jumped in price over the 
years and planting 100 bulbs has become 
prohibitive. I dig them after a light frost in 
fall, dry them out, and then coat them in 
mix of 8 parts vermiculite to 2 parts sul-
fur for winter storage inside.

I encourage you to place a heavier 
compost in the bottom of your pots with 
the lighter potting soils on top. I would 
also encourage you to be brave and try 
new things. Improvements in heat tol-
erance have been ongoing with plant 
breeders. Examples include the new 
Mystic Series in dahlias and the Petchoa 
species, derived from crossing petunias 

Raised Beds and 
Containers

with calibrachoas. There is also the new 
black series in petunias, one of which is 
named the ‘Phantom’ with black petals 
and yellow stripped centers. If you want 
to continue with the black theme, con-
sider the new sweet potato vine called 
‘Sweet Caroline Bewitched’ or ‘Black 
Heart’, both looking fabulous. I just re-
cently bought a black pot to fill with 
black themed plants. It might reach 150 
degrees by summer but in the end, failure 
is an option. If you have tired of it by Au-
gust 1st, just dump it. May to August is a 
good run. If I can just recreate what hap-
pened last July, I will be ever so happy. It 
was spectacular!

Dale Schulz

China has the dubious distinction 
of passing the U.S. in terms of 
total energy usage according to 
the International Energy Agen-

cy.  China consumed 2.25 billion tons of 
oil equivalent last year, about 4% more 
than the U.S., which burned 2.17 billion 
tons of oil equivalent.  The U.S. had been 
the globe’s biggest overall energy user 
since the early 1900’s.  

China overtook the U.S. at an 
alarming pace.  China’s total energy con-
sumption was just half that of the U.S. 
10-years ago, but since that time, China 
saw annual double-digit growth rates.  
It had been expected to pass the U.S. in 
2015, but took the top position earlier due 
to the global recession that slowed U.S. 
industrial activity and energy consump-
tion harder faster than expected.

Huge energy demand also ex-
plains why China, which gets most of its 

electricity from coal, the most polluting 
of fossil fuels, passed the U.S. in 2007 as 
the world’s largest emitter of carbon-di-
oxide and other greenhouse gases.  China 
is expected to build 1,000 gigawatts of 
new power-generation capacity over the 
next 15 years, equivalent to the current 
total U.S. electric-generation capacity.

The U.S. remains the biggest per-
capita energy consumer by far, with the 
average American burning five times as 
much energy annually as the average 
Chinese citizen.  The U.S. also remains 
the biggest oil consumer by a wide mar-
gin, going through 19 million barrels at 
day on average.  China burns 9.2 million 
barrels a day.  Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest crude exporter, now ships more 
oil to China than to the U.S.  

The energy mix for the U.S. and 
China is very different.  Coal accounts 
for 22% of the U.S. energy consump-
tion, but two-thirds of China’s, up from 
57% in 2000.  This helps explain China’s 

reluctance to join global efforts to reduce 
carbon-dioxide emissions.  

The U.S. energy mix is more bal-
anced, although oil dominates with 37% 
of consumption.  Both countries must 
find ways to become more energy-ef-
ficient.  

About the Author:  Dale Schulz 
is the President of Schulz Homes, www.
schulzhomes.com.  He has been building 
and renovating custom homes in the area 
since 1987.   He is also the President and 
Founder of Virginia Renewable Energy, 
which retrofits new and existing homes 
with renewable energy systems, such as 
solar PV panel and wind turbines.  You 
may contact him, or send your ques-
tions for future columns to dale@schul-
zhomes.com.   His phone number is 
540.687.3367.  The Schulz Homes office 
is located at 5 North Hamilton St.   

China Passes US in 
Total Energy Usage
RENEWABLE ENERGY IN VIRGINIA

What’s the Fuss 
About Water? 
Waterworld

Conservation 
Capitalism 

Bill McKibben’s guide to liv-
ing on a fundamentally altered 
planet is fascinating and valu-
able reading.  

As he notes, “We’ve built a new 
earth. It’s not as nice as the old one; the 
one that reflects the greatest mistakes 
humans have ever made and one that we 
will pay for forever.  We now live on a 
new planet.  What happens next is up to 
us.”

Twenty years ago McKibben 
blew the horn of warning with “The End 

of Nature.”  Today, he posits that we’ve 
waited too long and that massive change 
is underway.   We now need to seriously 
consider how to live on a planet with dark 
poles and belching volcanoes.  A planet 
with a heaving, corrosive sea that is raked 
by winds, strafed by storms and scorched 
by heat.

An inhospitable place, a very dif-
ferent place, but a place we all may come 
to know much better as decades go by.  

Will we have our first ice-free 
summer by 2040?  Will we learn soon 

enough to support our local economy 
rather than ignoring the growers, artisans 
and producers who can contribute signifi-
cantly to a more sane existence?

Barbara Kingsolver praises this 
book by saying, “Read it, please.  Straight 
through to the end.  Whatever else you 
were planning to do next, nothing could 
be more important.”

Please order EAARTH by Bill 
McKibben, at Middleburg’s Second 
Chapter Books.

Chandler Van Voorhis

Setting aside the contentious 
debate around Cap and Trade 
or Carbon Taxes as mecha-
nism for dealing with Global 

Warming, the notion where we put a 
price on ecological services is an im-
portant step in the next frontier of the 
conservation movement.

For example, the only eco-
nomic value a tree has is once it was 
cut down. At the point of harvest, 
the tree could be turned into paper 
or used for housing material. We all 
know trees have more value than pa-
per and board feet. Trees scrub the 
atmosphere by sequestering and stor-
ing carbon, produce oxygen, provide 
flood control, provide habitat for all 
sorts of wildlife, just to name a few. 
These ecological services are impor-
tant to us all. However, our economic 
system recognizes these services as 
an externality. 

Putting a price on carbon rep-
resents an opportunity to create a new 
tension point in how we manage our 
forest. With a price on carbon, we can 
ask is the tree worth more up than 
down? In the past, we would look to 
maximizing revenue from the timber 
industry. With carbon we can migrate 
to a model of optimizing revenue 
from several different sources.

As President Theodore Roos-
evelt once said, “Disregarding for 
the moment the question of moral 
purpose, it is safe to say that the pros-
perity of our people depends on the 
energy and intelligence with which 
our national resources are used. It 
is equally clear that these resources 
are the final basis of national power 
and perpetuity.” How we used our 
nation’s resources is a function of the 
values we hold and the questions we 
ask.

The act of storing carbon in 
trees and paying for this service 
means conservation is the benefi-
ciary. Since most of conservation has 
been funded through philanthropic or 
governmental money, private capi-
tal in conservation represents a new 
frontier. Bringing private capital into 
conservation forces the conservation 
mind-set to look to returns --- both 
economic and environmental, creat-
ing the blended return. As conserva-
tion becomes more centered in eco-
nomics and economics become more 
focused on purpose --- the blended 
return becomes a powerful and dy-
namic proposition, enabling a wider 
net of available dollars available to 
create exponential impact. 

With the average age of today’s 
landowner at 62, we will see lands 
change hands, if not possible use 
over the next two decades. Likewise, 
both philanthropic and governmental 
dollars are increasing stretched. By 
putting a price on carbon, we allow 
private capital to bring new sources 
of money to the table. This, in turn, 
creates a unifying force on a frag-
mented landscape.

Creating a Cap and Trade mar-
ket as envisioned in last year’s legis-
lative proposal would have created a 
demand for 1 billion tons of carbon 
offsets from trees and other biologi-
cal sources. At a price of $20 per ton, 
this would have created $20 billion 
dollars annually to keep a tree as a 
tree, putting landowners on the front 
lines of the energy and climate equa-
tion.

While a forest has many layers 
of value, the ripple effect of pricing 
some of these values will create new 
sources of money for conservation 
while producing positive change for 
generations to come.

Welcome, Citizens of EAARTH
The Green Shelf

Solar Power Without Solar Cells
A dramatic and surprising magnetic effect of light discovered 
recently by University of Michigan researchers could lead 
to solar power without traditional semiconductor-based solar 
cells.  The researchers found a ay to make an “optical bat-
tery,” said Stephen Rand, professor of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science, Physics and Applied Physics.  A hid-
den effect of light could make it possible.
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B A R T L E T T
Because Every Tree Is A Family Tree

Today, more than ever, property value is as much about your landscape
as it is about your home.  The trees and shrubs that grow along with you

and your family are valuable assets that deserve care and protection.
For over 100 years, Bartlett Tree Experts has led both the science and

services that make your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of
your needs, our arborists bring a rare mix of groundbreaking research,

global resources and a local service approach to every task at hand.
Trees add so much value to our lives. 

And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees.

PRUNING  •  FERTILIZATION  •  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  •  REMOVAL

MARSHALL OFFICE (540) 364-2401 OR 877-BARTLETT OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

“Outstanding. . .”

“Careful . . .”

“Professional. . .”

“The best move I’ve had in 20 years. . .”

Executive Moving Systems, Inc.
Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 / www.thebestmove.com

Village Green

Purcellville - Stunning 5BR/5.5BA estate perfectly 
sited on 13 ac in prestigious equestrian community. 
10 foot ceilings; dramatic architectural details. 
$1,499,000              Kimberly Hurst          703.932.9651 

Middleburg - Custom Colonial on 24+ ac, pastoral and 
mtn views. 6 BRs includes lrg main level MBR. Gour-
met kitchen, 5 FPs. Wrap porch, gazebo, 3-car garage.  
$1,450,000                   Emily Henry             540.341.3528 

Middleburg - 5BR/4.5BA, 20 acres, great views. Main 
floor MBR with deck. Private, pool with hot tub, 
pavilion. Bring your horses. East of M’burg village. 
$874,900                 Belinda Hyde              703.431.4620 

Lovettsville - 2 LOTS, 2 HOUSES! 32 wooded 
acres. Enjoy total privacy. 3300 square foot rambler 
and authentic circa 1700’s log house.    
$640,000                 Joy  Thompson           540.729.3428 

Upperville - 5BR/4BA, 7+ ac on Rokeby Road near 
Upperville Horse Show. Pool, pavilion, 4/5 stall barn, 
5 paddocks, pond w/dock & island. Piedmont Hunt. 
$1,295,000                Belinda Hyde           703.431.4620 

Round Hill - Charming 4BR horse property, gorgeous 
views, 28 ac surrounded by more land in easement. 
Barn, pool , pond, ring , 3 paddocks with run-ins. 
$986,000                    Marci Welsh            703.906.5802 

 

Purcellville - 5BR,3 full BA, 2 half BA, 10+ acre horse 
property features custom 7 stall barn and ring on 
private lane.  Prime location! 
$799,000                  Kristin Johnson           703.673.6920 

Waterford - Custom 4BR/4.5BA brick home on 5 
acres. 7000+ square feet, perfect for entertaining. 
Sunroom, Library, 3 car garage.           
$899,000                     Amy Adams              703.851.2051 
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When Mason Howard  
returned from four 
years in South Amer-
ica, the then young 

teacher was approached to collab-
orate on the creation of an online 
game to help children learn how 
to be socially and environmentally 
responsible while they learned the 
basics.  

Kathy Smith was then teach-
ing at Middleburg’s Hill School, 
but she too  wanted to help create 
online curriculum that would instill 
an understanding of stewardship in 
young children while they learned.  
Together they have been at it for 
more than 10 years.

Both young educators under-
stood that their game would have 
to be closely aligned with national  
education standards for it to be at-
tractive to and useful for teachers. 
As teachers themselves, they were 
determined to create a service that 
would offer a real buffet of fresh 
material so teachers could use it 
one week and not the next if that 
best served their purposes.

They also decided their ma-
terial must be available in English 
and Spanish.

“Our impetus was to reach 
out to elementary teachers to pro-
vide quality material at no charge,” 
explained Mason.  “We were ab-
solutely convinced that children 
were more than capable of learning 
the importance of their role in the 

Children Learn Much More 
than The Basics

world as they learned the basics.”
Today, more than ten years 

later, 20,000 teachers, home 
schoolers and educators across the 
country and around the globe rely 
on Maggie’s Earth Adventures to 
complement their curricula.   The 
critically acclaimed, award-win-
ning online site that was inspired 
by a philanthropist who believed in 
the power of children to change the 
world, is a widely recognized and 
respected educational tool. 

“The site is designed to offer 
many activity zones with a brand 
new weekly activity packet added 
every Tuesday,” Mason continued.  
“We enjoy addressing timely is-
sues.  While the larger publishing 
companies simply cannot quickly 
respond to the Tsunami in Japan, 
we can.  That adds a lot of value.” 

“When educators sign up 
for our free service, they have the 
opportunity to purchase entry into 
“Maggie’s Treasure Trove” which 
is a complete file of every activity 
we have created.  This not only a 

valuable resource but it allows us 
to generate revenue as well.”

“Recently, a Louisiana based 
teacher suggested that we work 
hard to comply with their geogra-
phy standards.  By doing so, we 
improved our world view offerings 
significantly.”

“We also added a ‘Smart 
Snacking’ activity just a few weeks 
ago to correlate with The First La-
dy’s “Let’s Move’ initiative.”

In order to take their idea 
from concept to reality, the two 
young teachers tested their idea 
with focus groups and teachers 
they knew.

“Eleven years ago, my chil-
dren were great testers,” Mason 
emphasized.

Their first Irish graphics team 
was brilliant, according to Mason, 
and now, eleven years later, they 
are redesigning their home page 
and content to be even more attrac-
tive and compelling.  

The new “Maggie’s Earth 
Adventure” site, launching early 

“When the well is dry, 
we know the worth of water.”

Benjamin Franklin
Poor Richard’s Almanac, 1746

Mother!

2 East Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8635

7:30 am to 5 pm Mon. thru Sat.
10 am to 5 pm Sun.

May 6
May 7 8 9

next month, will also include new-
ly designed research tools to allow 
more interaction with teachers and 
partners.

“We work closely with our 
teachers and partners to shape con-
tent and to continue to meet rapidly 
evolving education standards,” she 
said. “It’s very important to involve 
our users and listen closely to their 
requests.”

Although Maggie’s Earth 
Adventure correlates closely to na-
tional standards in math, language 
arts, science and social studies, it 
also includes lessons and materials 
on different cultures.  For instance, 
later this month they will feature 
an aboriginal arts activity and past 
activities include segments on the 
Dogon people of Mali and the 
Great Wall of China.

It is not only in the classroom 
that Maggie provides fascinating 
game time to early learners.  Par-
ents find it extremely valuable on 
long trips and vacations or as an al-
ternative to less educational games 
offered on line

Created and managed by 
a team of four, Maggie’s Earth 
Adventures is a perfect example 

of how dedicated professionals 
can capitalize on new technology 
to improve society.  Essentially 
a team of only four, the team re-
mains as enthusiastic and loyal to 
young students as they were when 
they began.  Caryle Bryant-Spina, 
Director of Marketing and Jes-
sica Mocarski, Project Coordinator 
complete the Maggie’s Earth Ad-
venture team.  Each team member 
is highly accomplished in her own 
right, and each is actively involved 
in the many trade shows and edu-
cation fairs they participate in each 
year.

“The fact that we have earned 
the enthusiastic support of children 
and the respect of educators and 
parents worldwide is a great re-
ward,” Mason concluded.

“What could be better than 
helping young people understand 
the world and their responsibility 
to it?  We feel fortunate to have this 
opportunity and we are determined 
to set high standards and help our 
users and partners meet them.”

Please visit Maggie’s Earth 
Adventures at www.missmaggie.
org or contact Mason Howard at 
mason@missmaggie.org 	
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Editor’s Desk

We believe it is 
the duty of a news-
paper to be the eyes, 
ears, conscience and 
voice of the publics 
it serves; to tell the 
truth to the very best 
of its ability; to point 

out wrongs that 
should be righted;  
to celebrate achieve-
ments that should be 
celebrated;  to honor 
those worthy of hon-
or; to protect those 
who cannot protect 

themselves; and to 
hold up for recog-
nition and emula-
tion all that which 
is best and brightest 
in the community it 
serves.  

Of Lifeboats and Easter
Purple

– to wonder whether 
anyone there recognizes 
that we are all crewmen 
on the Lifeboat   Ameri-
ca, adrift on the seas of 
planet Earth. Today that 
lifeboat is neither man-
ageable or seaworthy:

* It will capsize if 
we do not replace unsta-
ble debt with monetary 
ballast, sacrifices many 
seem unwilling to make.

*Around our boat 
the climate is deteriorat-
ing; sharks from rival 
cultures snap at us.

*Our lifeboat’s 
small engine is short of 
safe-to-use fuel.

*We lack enough 
oars to put every able-
bodied adult to work.

*More passengers 
are growing old and 
unwell; medicines are 
costly.

*Training of the 
young potential crew-
men is inadequate.

*Some among us 
are unwilling to work 
with those of different 
cultures, religions, or 
ethnicity.

*Most important, 
the oarsmen on the Star-
board (Right) side are 
not rowing in harmony, 
with those on the Port 
(Left) side.

The coxswain, 
nominally in command, 
is thus powerless to steer 
the Lifeboat America on 
any reasonable course 
to safety. You get the 
picture. In the face of 
present danger we are 
disorganized and dis-
united. And it isn’t hard 
to expand the anal-

ogy to Lifeboat Planet 
Earth, with a coxswain 
called America presently 
showing little aptitude 
for seamanship.

 Our present situa-
tion is not without prec-
edent.

 At the first Easter, 
over 2000 years ago, 
Jesus’ Resurrection left 
Christians with a great 
Commandment for these 
times: “Thou Shalt Love 
thy Neighbor as Thy-
self,” a message that 
eventually permeated the 
entire western world. On 
July Fourth, 235 years 
ago, Americans declared 
their freedom, with lead-
ers pledging “to each 
other, our Lives, our 
Fortunes and our sacred 
Honor” to preserve it. A 
great nation was born, 
grew, and prospered.

 In April 150 years 
ago that nation broke 
apart over differences 
between North and 
South. That four year 
disaster cost 600,000 
American lives, but 
eventually it brought 
freedom from slavery, 
and stimulated the set-
tling of the American 
West and the industrial 
revolution. From 1929 to 
1945, America struggled 
through the Great De-
pression and World War 
II, but went on to build 
a better world by help-
ing resurrect its defeated 
enemies, now its neigh-
bors. And it prospered 
mightily itself.

 It is hard to predict 
the outcome of Amer-
ica’s current struggle 

with reality. Publicly, 
both Parties seem locked 
in uncompromising par-
tisanship demanded by 
their extremists. Purple 
deplores the disappear-
ance of moderates, many 
eliminated by their own 
Party-mates. But signs 
of reason may emerge. 
Both sides have outlined 
comprehensive fiscal 
plans, fairly similar in 
goals, but differing in 
how to reach them. Pur-
ple’s Easter hope is that 
both sides’ leaders rec-
ognize they must reach 
a middle ground, and to-
days’ howling is only to 
pacify the extremists.

 But one can’t be 
sure. The 2012 election 
impends. Politicians be-
lieve more citizens vote 
their emotions than vote 
their minds. When facts 
conflict with wishes, 
reality is often discred-
ited. So, as a passenger 
on Lifeboat America, 
Purple urges those at sea 
with him to stick with 
reality, to urge others to 
do likewise,  hoping that 
this crisis ends peace-
fully, with fewer casual-
ties than on similar past 
occasions. If we handle 
it well, our next seago-
ing experience will be 
as coxswain of Lifeboat 
Planet Earth, a vessel al-
ready in battle with the 
globe’s natural and po-
litical seas. If not, there 
is no one else qualified 
to steer that Lifeboat. 
Easter is high time for 
us to be neighbors, and 
practice Lifeboat Ethics.

The Duty of a Newspaper

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Hunt Country Counseling, llC
Kathryn L. Vieweg, lPC

Counseling Individuals, Groups,
Adolescents, Adults & Seniors

Depression, Anxiety, 
Bereavement, Relationships

14 South Madison
Middleburg, VA 20118 

1760 Reston Prky, Suite 212
Reston, VA 20190 

Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
Magellan, Aetna, BCBS-Anthem,Carefirst,NCPPO, EAPS,

Mastercard & Visa accepted

(540) 287-8844

Protecting Your Property, Assets, and Dreams

Paul C. Draisey, CIC, CBIA

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com 800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE  
SAT-MAN  

COMMUNICATIONS 
Experts in Small Business and  

Residential Satellite TV, Home Theater, Surround Sound and Flat 
Panel TV Sales & Installation 

540-905-2454 
Locally owned & operated  -  Licensed & Insured 

www.sat-man.com - satman@sat-man.com 
We also offer: Wireless Internet Setup, Broadband internet  

via Wi-Fi & Satellite, Computer & Network Configuration  
 

The Cowardly Ryan
Blue Notes
Daniel Morrow

 
Our friends on the 

right have widely praise 
Republican Congress-
man Paul Ryan for his 
“courage” in putting 
forth a budget proposal 
that will, if passed, at-
tempt to balance the 
Federal budget in a way 
that, should it succeed, 
would do so on the backs 
of those least capable of 
bearing the burdens he 

and his GOP colleagues 
would impose.

Ryan, like Rand 
Paul and many others 
of the self-designated 
fiscally “conservative” 
wing of the tea party 
movement, is a self-pro-
claimed Ayn Rand “ob-
jectivist.”   

As such, he appar-
ently sees no contradic-
tion or ethical dilemma 
whatsoever in cutting 
programs for the poor 

to finance tax breaks for 
the rich.  

The poor, as the 
“objectivists” see them, 
are not only “always 
with us,” they are with 
us because they like it.

Otherwise, the phi-
losophy contends,  they 
would shape up, go to 
work, get rich, and stop 
being a burden on the 
true creative geniuses 
of the society, like Paul 
Ryan and Rand Paul.

Money, they argue, 
is an untainted and un-
taintable  symbol of a 
fair exchange of value 
for value.  

Magically, they as-
sume, the “market” and 
the mystical nature of 
money ensures that the 
terms of the exchange 
are fair for all.

Somehow bureau-
crats who work for in-
surance companies, are 
more virtuous, talented, 

and efficient than bu-
reaucrats who work for 
governments.

Refusing medical 
care for a profit some-
how doesn’t count as 
“rationing.”

Older people who 
doubt they’ll be able to 
find a private insurance 
company that will take 
a voucher for end of life 
medical coverage should 
just shape up or ship out, 
so to speak.

There’s no courage 
in this, just false bra-
vado, disproportionately 
typical of those who 
think they are what they 
want to be, whether that 
be Bill Mauldin’s “gar-
ritroopers” or the “self-
made men” of the right.

“Too far forward to 
wear ties;  too far back to 
get shot.”

Storage UnitS
FirSt Month Free

Sam Fred Road at Route 50 near Middleburg, 
VA. 

12 ft. x 18 ft. by 12 ft. high with skylights. 
Electricity available.

Priced from $150 per month

540-687-8040

Michael GorMan

all roof repairs
Specializing in

• Cedar Repair and Oil Treatment
• Lightening Rod Installation 

and Repair
703-554-0329

For rent
1500 sq. Ft. oF oFFice space on ground Floor.  

4 oFFices, kitchenette, Full bath,
and parking included.
call carole Miller

arMField, Miller & ripley Fine properties

oFFice-540-687-2233; cell-540-729-7896.

In a series of op 
ed pieces in the New 
York Times, and in 
a well-received new 
book, columnist and 
commentator David 
Brooks argues that 
character is less a 
matter of reason, 
than a question of 
habit.

Echoing UVA 
experimental psy-
chologist Jonathan 
Haidt, Brooks makes 
the case that, with 
rare exceptions, eth-
ical decision making 

is instinctive, pre-
conditioned by both 
our genes and by 
repeated habits of 
thought, by stories, 
legends and meta-
phor.

And indeed, 
brain scans have 
long revealed that 
for most people, 
neurons linked to 
decision begin to fire 
well before neurons 
linked to rational 
analysis when most 
people consider 
questions of justice, 

harm, respect, loy-
alty, or things they 
see as, somehow, 
disgusting.

Fiction as well 
as fact helps shape 
those instinctive pat-
terns of thought, and 
after the fact, helps 
justify them.

Thus, in time, it 
can be argued, you 
are not what you eat, 
but what you read, 
and see, and hear 
and admire.

Be careful.

Manners

Hypocrisy
Tom Pratt

This month I will 
simply list a multitude 
of hypocritical and, in 
my opinion, wrongs 
that are being com-
mitted by the political 
system in this country 
by both Democrats and 
Republicans.

I am appalled that 
President Obama has 
not kept his word and 
closed Guantanamo 
and is still denying le-
gal rights to those im-
prisoned and not con-
victed of crimes.  This 
is not what America 
has stood for.

The treatment of 
Bradley Manning is 
equally appalling.  To 
think in this country 
a person who has not 
even had a preliminary 
trial could be detained 
in solitary and abused 
is unbelievable.  I am 
also very disturbed 
that a president who 

prides himself on be-
ing “one of the people” 
could allow this abuse 
to continue.  Person-
ally I think Bradley 
Manning is a hero not 
a criminal because ex-
posing crimes should 
not be a crime.  I can 
only assume that the 
inhumane treatment 
of PFC Manning is 
a warning to future 
brave whistleblowers.  
The Obama admin-
istration seems to be 
much more concerned 
about a murderer in 
the case of Mr. Davis 
in Pakistan than Brad-
ley Manning.  Bradley 
Manning was trying to 
save lives by exposing 
murders committed by 
U.S forces.

The Republicans 
have voted to strip 
money from solar and 
wind power by 35 bil-
lion dollars and are 
approving funding for 

nuclear by the same 
amount.  How stupid 
is that!!

How can Con-
gress even think about 
stripping NPR and 
Planned Parenthood of 
funds and then contin-
ue to support the war 
in Afghanistan, an-
other incredibly stupid 
and destructive idea.

President Obama 
is about to embark on a 
South and Latin Amer-
ican trip to promote 
trade with that conti-
nent and all the talk is 
how well many South 
American countries 
are doing, especially 
Brazil.  Talking heads 
have been saying how 
remarkable it is that 
most of those countries 
have escaped the fi-
nancial woes that have 
beset most of the rest 
of the world without 
fully explaining why.  
The largest reason is:  

a major number of 
South American coun-
tries have a dislike of 
American interference 
and influence in their 
affairs and were not 
sucked into the sub-
prime mortgage mess 
that much of the rest 
of the world was.

I firmly believe 
that most of the ills of 
the world come from 
the out of control and 
unregulated influence 
that corporations have.  
It is extremely danger-
ous for corporations to 
be allowed to privatize 
social services such as 
water.  There needs to 
be a clear distinction 
between government 
services and private 
industry.  What is hap-
pening in Wisconsin is 
a perfect example of 
what, if left unchecked 
and unregulated, can 
happen.  Governor 
Walker would like to 

offer on a no bid basis 
water and power com-
panies to his buddies 
the Koch brothers.  

I am still angry at 
President Obama for 
not pushing for a Sin-
gle Payer health sys-
tem that he advocated 
when running for the 
Senate.  What differ-
ence would it have 
made to the opposition 
since they are trying 
their best to overturn 
even the weak version 
of health care reform  
that was adopted.  
Over 70% of all doc-
tors polled were for a 
Single Payer system 
and one would think 
they would know best.

This country will 
never be a true de-
mocracy until we have 
extreme election re-
form.  At the risk of 
trampling on the First 
Amendment (in con-
sidering money as a 

tool of free speech)  we 
need to adopt an elec-
toral system where all 
citizens contribute to a 
general election fund 
with a small portion of 
federal taxes and then 
each qualified candi-
date receives the same 
amount of money to 
campaign.  Free and 
equal television time 
is given to each candi-
date and elections only 
last for six weeks.  No 
private or corporate 
funds can be given to 
candidates.  Then poli-
ticians would be elect-
ed on merit and not on 
how much money they 
can raise, they would 
not be beholden to any 
one person or corpora-
tion and could govern 
for the people and not 
for the most powerful.

Bruce Smart
 
In a recent editorial 

in Maine’s Island Insti-
tute’s newspaper entitled 
“Lifeboat Ethics,” the 
writer discusses how in-
dividuals help each other 
in island communities, 

much as those in a life-
boat work in harmony so 
they can make it to safe-
ty. He warned transplants 
from cities and suburbs 
that they would not  es-
cape from responsibility 
in an island home, but 
would need to pitch in to 

solve community prob-
lems, often cooperating 
with folks they didn’t 
particularly like.

In recent weeks we 
have seen enough unco-
operative behavior in the 
federal government – es-
pecially in the Congress 
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Gates Open at 6:30 pm  
  $30 per Carload

5089 Old Tavern Road, The Plains VA
(540) 253-5000

www.greatmeadow.org

    Ooooo!
Who’s thatcute
  Polo Player?

    Well, 
 he’ll sleep 
   tonight.

 This is so fun!
I could stay up
  all night!!

...It’s more than Polo!

D E S I G N  D O N AT E D  B Y  T I M  K E N N E Y  M A R K E T I N G

M AY2 1 S T  O P E N I N G  N I G H T
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Twilight Polo 2011 Middleburg Eccentric copy.pdf   1   4/20/11   9:40 PM

Faces & Places
Meet the Farmer Farm to Table Dinner 
Byrnley Farm, The Plains, VA -April 3, 2011
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Steven Schwartz, Sarah Weaver, Marc Shappell, Anita Sisney, Tom Anderson and Ian Abernathy.

Marc & alaina Cugnon Virginia Jenkins, Karen & Wayne Eastham and Paige 
Glascock

Cassandra Hanley and Andrea Britten

Tom McMillen and Jessica Rich

Rucker & Beth Anne Slater

Anita sisney and Doug Larson

Robert Duvall and Lynn Wiley

SPONSORED BY

Armfield, Miller & Ripley sponsored a 
fabulous “Buy Fresh, Buy Local Farm-to-
Table” dinner recently at Robert and Luciana 
Duvall’s Bymley Farm Dance Barn in The 
Plains.  “We are thrilled to support this im-
portant initiative,” said Partner Marc Schap-
pell.  “We are all enormously grateful to the 
Piedmont Environmnetal Council for their 
leadership role in the Buy Fresh Buy Local 
campaign”  Inova Loudoun Hospital and Oak 
View National Bank were corporate sponsors 
for the festive evening.  

Farmers & Friends 
Dine and Discuss the Future
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From early planning to
the first pool party, we pride
ourselves on being the single point of 

contact for your home improvement. 
BOWA transforms houses into homes™ 
through the design and construction 
of luxury renovations and additions. 
As your single point of accountability 
from the earliest stages of planning,  
we execute and manage the entire  
design and construction process and  
your overall experience. So, when you  
have a project of any size in mind, 
call BOWA first.

BEFORE

Design & Construction      Renovations & Additions      Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771
nnshoes1@mac.com

19 east Washington st.~ 540-687-8200

nobel nielsen shoes and more!!!

Faces & Places
Middleburg Community Center 80’s Party 
Middleburg, VA April 2, 2011
Photos by Dee Dee HUbbard

Kevin & JoAnn Hazard, Linda & Larry wharton and Cindy Pearson

Sharon Legg, Sara Triplett, Louise Roth and Mary Lee Virginia Jenkins, Mary Jo Jackson and Juanita Canard

Scott Kasprowicz  & Sandy 
Lerner

Scott Kasprowicz  & Sandy 
Lerner

Robin Cavanaugh, Carole Stadfield , Pam Rimes, Remy Patterson and Lisa Patterson

Karen Czekanski, Karen Jeffries and Mike Turner

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
May 
12th

Deadline
for

May
26th

Issue

540.687.3200

Mimi Stein, Childs Burden, JoAnn Hazard and Elain burden

Carole Stadfield

Duchessa Raises $6,000 for Veterans Moving Forward 
Middleburg, VA April 21, 2011
Photos by Dee Dee HUbbard
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Faces & Places

Fresh New Decor for Spring?
A Gift for a Mom, Dad, or Bride?

Have a seat !

SVEA
Antiques & Accessories

17 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
540-687-5135

Swedish Antiques, Crystal, Pewter, Books, Fine Linens and Home Accents

Just around the corner down Madison Street
100 east washington street ~ 540.687.8898

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

Now located in Tully Rector
13 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-5858

New Look!
New Lines!

New Location!

Winter Equestrian Festival 
Wellington, FL -2011
Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Miranda Scott

Paige Johnson Diana Firestone

Bobby & Elizabeth Burke

Sherri Crawford Diana Fireston with Grandaughter Ava

Denice Perry Alison Robitaille Connor O’Ragan Sandy Ferrell
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Pastimes

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Trappe Cottage
Upperville, Virginia

An Upperville Original. Very charming 3
bedroom farmhouse on Trappe Road. Great
weekend home with spring-fed swimming
pool, sunny patio, nice yard and Llangollen
creek running along the property. 2nd floor
has exposed rafters. Large living room with
original floors, wood burning fireplace. Bright
enclosed porch serves as the dining room.
New metal roof, new septic and 3 storage
sheds. $470,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

The Old Lindsey Store
Paris, Virginia

Circa 1890, previously the Paris country store,
post office and boarding house. Exceptional
craftsmanship and care has transformed it into
a 4,400 sf home with unobstructed views of the
protected Paris Valley. The main section of the
home includes 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths.
There is an additional 2 bedroom in-law suite
with a full bath, second kitchen and separate
entrance offering many uses. The detached
garage (26’ x 21’) with sewer, water and elec-
tricity has unlimited possibilities. $595,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia

Stunning home on 8+ acres near Warrenton.
Perfect first floor master overlooking stately
pool and plantings. Gourmet kitchen,
separate dining room, library, family room.
Two private bedroom suites with baths on
lower level with large entertainment center,
wet bar and sitting room. 4 fireplaces, 3-car
garage. Warrenton Hunt. $797,000.
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

The Moorings
Millwood, Virginia

A beautiful country setting on 78+/- acres.
Very private. Graceful Arts and Crafts home
(ca.1915) at the end of a long drive, high on
a gentle hill with wonderful views east to
the Blue Ridge. Four bedrooms, four baths,
sleeping porches. Har-Tru tennis court, pool,
cottage and small barn with three stalls.
Strong creek on property. Available by
appointment. $2,150,000.
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Sycamore Spring
Upperville, Virginia

35 acres of open pasture in Piedmont Hunt
territory with 3 small ponds and incomparable
views of the Blue Ridge and Cobbler
Mountains. The entire perimeter is surrounded
by original dry stacked stone walls. The
immaculate cottage has been expanded,
renovated and shows very well. Stunning site
permits additional dwelling and farm buildings.
Unlimited options. $1,775,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

North Star Farm
Markham, Virginia

148 rolling and rising acres, mostly open with
panoramic views, protected area, surrounded
by large tracts. Stone cabin, 3 bedrooms,
1 bath, 2 fireplaces, vaulted ceilings, stone
& hardwood floors, large screened porch
overlooking pond. $1,795,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mistral
Upperville, Virginia

Attractive French country home on 28 acres.
Well-designed for gracious entertaining and first
floor living. Large formal living room opens to a
covered porch, terrace and gardens overlooking
the spring fed pond. Kitchen includes a wood
burning fireplace and den leading to the indoor
heated pool. First floor master suite includes
in-home office while 3 additional bedrooms are
offered on the second floor. The tree lined
driveway, mature gardens and stunning views to
the southwest create a lovely setting. $2,390,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Marley Grange
Millwood, Virginia

Understated elegance. Finely appointed
5600+ sq. ft. home built in 1997 on 75
acres in a private and secluded setting. Four
bedrooms, three baths, two half baths. Ten
stall barn built in 2006 by Jim Fletcher; 224
ft. x 128 ft. blue stone ring; excellent horse
facility in choice location with excellent
ride-out. $2,900,000.
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

103 acres and towering white oaks surround this
delightful 1800’s Virginia farmhouse in a well
protected area near Foxcroft School. Ultra
charming main house has 9 fireplaces, multiple
staircases, original wood floors and 5 bedrooms.
Additional guest house and stunning pool house/
game room make this a unique compound for
entertaining. Gorgeous stone walls, terraces and
garden walls wrap around the pool and overlook
lovely spring fed pond and barns. $5,000,000.
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Keepsake Farm
The Plains, Virginia

Classic farm house with 8 acres in Orange
County Hunt. Charming log and clapboard
well-maintained residence surrounded by
pristine protected land. Spacious master
bedroom with elegant en suite bath. Beautiful
family room/den with exposed beams. Kitchen
equipped with updated stainless appliances.
Two stall barn with water and electric and
run-in shed. Great ride-out. $1,295,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

The Warren House
Upperville, Virginia

Turn of the century gem in heart of
Upperville. Classic front porch leads into
beautifully restored home, traditional parlor
with Bellfire fireplace with original mantel;
lovely dining room. First floor master. New
kitchen has large island, custom cherry cabinets,
farm sink, handmade backsplash, six burner
Wolf range. Stunning porch gallery with wetbar;
custom paneled doors to terrace. Oak and
heart pine floors. $860,000.
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Patrickswell
Middleburg, Virginia

Estate consisting of 264 acres in Orange
County Hunt with mountain views in every
direction. Manicured farm with mostly open
and gently rolling acreage. Main house was
built in 1984 of stone construction with four
bedrooms, four full baths, two half baths,
an in-law suite and four fireplaces.
Improvements include pool, tennis court, 20
stall center aisle stable, office, tack, 2 wash
stalls with 1/16 mile indoor track, and 2
bedroom guest house. $10,500,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

16 South Madison Street
Middleburg, Virginia 

540-687-5633
www.highcliffeclothiers.com  

customtailor@aol.com

IntImate  ColleCtIon
of fIne frenCh lIngerIe

By

now avaIlaBle

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

16 South Madison Street  • Middleburg, Virginia 
540-687-5633

www.highcliffeclothiers.com  • customtailor@aol.com

Come See our New meN’S SpriNg Sport ShirtS!

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS Ronald D. Jackson, DDS 

Discover a different kind of dental experience...comfort, understanding and 35 
years of expertise come together to give you the highest quality oral health care 
and a beautiful smile. Whether it’s implants, teeth whitening, orthodontics, sleep 
apnea, cosmetic or general dentistry, our experienced dental team is prepared 
and happy to meet your needs. Utilizing state of the art technology and materials 
ranging from digital x-rays, digital impressions, advanced oral cancer screening 
to email and text appointment reminders, we are able to deliver the excellent 
results in the smoothest, most efficient way. Call and you’ll know you’ve found 
the right place.

www.MiddleburgSmiles.com
204 East Federal Street 

PO Box 386 • Middleburg, VA 20118
Phone: 540-687-6363 • Fax: 540-687-6733

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS, PC

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

accredited fellow

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

member

Alex Cudaback

The Nats are right where 
they want to be a 
month into the season.

Te c h n i c a l l y , 
they’re in better shape than 
that.

.500 ball is, quite frankly, 
just fine.

With the New York Mets 
wobbling into town this week 
for a three game set Tuesday 
through Thursday, the Nats are 
poised to host last year’s World 
Series champion Giants this 
weekend with a winning record. 
Not too shabby for a team that 
couldn’t spell their own names 
as recently as 2009.

Let’s be honest. The Nats 
this year are still a far remove 
from the cream of the National 
League East, but they’ve come 
leaps and bounds from opening 
day at RFK back in 2005. And 
the idea that they could soon be 
climbing over people’s backs 
for a wild card spot in the not-
too-distant future isn’t quite so 
laughable anymore.

I’m not talking about 
f r anch i se -o f - the -decade 
accolades yet. There have been 
plenty of mistakes, and there’s 
been plenty of egg for plenty 
of faces. But the fact remains 
that the Nats are moving in the 
right direction and there’s not a 
person with two brain cells to 

rub together that would argue 
that.

Anyone who is still 
moaning about the Nats and 
how not good they are need 
only to look a few hundred 
miles north to see how quickly 
a franchise can die on the 
vine….

In 2005, the Mets were 
poised for a run of N.L. East 
dominance that would have 
taken us back to the mid-80’s 
heyday of Doc, HoJo, Straw, 
Nails, El Sid and the Kid. New 
York was going to be, as much 
as it could with the Yankees 
ensconced in the Bronx, a Mets 
town again and people were 
excited. 

In 2006, that promise 
blossomed like a rose, the 
Mets running away with 
their division, and pasting the 
Dodgers in the first round of 
the playoffs, with the Cardinals 
emerging as their second round 
opponent in what most people 
considered a pretty favorable 
match-up for the Mets. Seven 
games, one back-door breaking 
ball, one turned-to-stone 
Carlos Beltran and one called 
strike three later, the Mets 
were toast. The Cards went 
on the pummel the Tigers in 
the World Series (that was 
the Series when all the Tigers 
pitchers conveniently forgot 
to throw the ball anywhere, 

including home plate) and the 
Mets retired to the off-season, 
safe in the knowledge that this 
was the first step in a series of 
playoff appearances that would 
surely culminate in at least a 
World Series appearance, if not 
with an actual trophy.

Look where the Mets find 
themselves now….. Scuffling 
along in last place in their 
division, having been passed 
up by one glorified expansion 
team, another legitimate 
expansion team (that’s already 
won TWO World Series!), 
the Braves (ugh…) and worst 
of all, those mooks up in 
Philly who have somehow 
turned themselves into a real, 
legitimate ball-club. Never you 
mind that Ryan Howard isn’t 
producing the way he should be 
for what he’s getting paid, that 
Jimmy Rollins seems to lose 
a step every other week, that 
Chase Utley is breaking down 
before our eyes and that Jayson 
Werth is now playing down the 
95 in DC; the pitching in Philly 
seems to be legit and healthy, 
and as long as that’s the case, 
they get a free pass to the 
playoffs.

The Mets? Put it this 
way. I hold my breath every 
morning when I open Safari 
because I know it’s just a 
matter of time before the Mets 
find themselves in receivership 

purgatory because of this Bernie 
Maddof boondoggle. Maybe 
they deserve it, maybe they 
don’t, but there simply cannot 
be a worse, sadder place to play 
professional baseball right now 
than Queens. The only reason 
Bud Selig brought the hammer 
down on the Dodgers first is 
because he’s never really liked 
team owner Frank McCourt 
and he considers Mets’ owner 
Fred Wilpon and family close 
personal friends.

Honestly, the situation in 
Queens is so disheartening it 
pains me.

It’s almost enough to 
make me a Redskins fan, just to 
see how bad it really could be.

Almost….
Speaking of football, glad 

to see the draft is taking place 
this week like everything is 
business as usual. Talk about 
fiddling as Rome burns. And 
short of a giant love-in breaking 
out this week in Minnesota, 
where Judge Susan Richard 
Nelson is ruling on the legality 
of the league’s lockout of the 
players, nobody’s going to 
know anything until May at the 
earliest. Regardless of Judge 
Nelson’s ruling, the loser will 
appeal and the lockout will 
stay in place until that appeal is 
decided.

But in the meantime, 
teams are picking players. 

For the upcoming season. 
Which might not even 

happen. 
Business as usual…
Some people expected 

the Knicks to give the Celtics a 
run for their money in the first 
round of the NBA playoffs this 
year. 

Those people were 
delusional. 

Were they somehow 
unfamiliar with the recent 
bodies of work of these two 
teams? Were they wearing 
James Dolan tinted glasses? 
Had they been talking to 
Zeke? I’d never seen such 
a ridiculously boneheaded 
“fashion” pick tear around the 
water cooler.

Honestly… The Knicks? 
This year?!? C’mon…

And lastly, congrats to 
the Caps. Nicely done against 
Torts and his Rangers. That’s 
one thing they can cross off 
the list. With that kind of focus 
and a couple more fortuitous 
bounces, they’ll be able to cross 
a few more things off the list. 

In order:
Conference Semifinals.
Conference Finals.
Stanley Cup Final.

Let’s go Caps….

Alex can be reached at 
cuda24@yahoo.com

Nats, Caps and Craps
7th Inning Stretch
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A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
 P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

       mhfdtn@earthlink.net     (540) 364-3272 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Mattie is a cute 2 yr Beagle 
mix.  She is very sweet, walks 
nicely on a leash & really wants 

to find her lifelong people.  

Jimmy is a 4 yr, Paint pony,  
14.2h. He was rescued when he 

was near death due to starvation. 
Now a healthy loving boy, he is 

looking to be your horse's  
companion, or your new project. 

Leroy is a very laid back 
kitty who is friendly & gets 
along well with other kitties.  

He would be happy as an 
indoor, indoor/outdoor 

or barn kitty.  

Bugs is a remarkable looking 
9 month old kitty who is very 
sweet, playful  and gets along 
well with other cats.  He is 
especially fond of children! 

Clover is an adorable bunny 
born early Feb.  He’s incredibly 
sweet, very social and enjoys 

being held.  He will make a 
wonderful little companion! 

Lady Bird is a lovely middle 
aged Beagle who could be the 
love of your life. She is the 

dearest little dog in the whole 
wide world.  She is excellent 

with other dogs and kitties too! 

Checkers is an energetic 
Lab/Border Collie mix born in 

July ‘10. He loves to play & gets 
along great with other dogs. He 
is very friendly & loves people.  

Snookie is a stunning 1 year old tabby.  She 
is incredibly friendly, loves attention, and has 
lived with other cats before.  Snookie would 
love to be a lap cat. She also has the most 

incredible tufts on her ears!  

Monty is a personable  
4-5 year old kitty.  He is  

incredibly friendly, and is a huge 
talker.  Make an appointment  

to meet this big boy! 

Boomer is a 19 yr Chestnut 
TB/Warmblood X who thinks 
he is a dog! He loves attention 

&  other horses. A perfect 
gentleman, easy keeper-a 

great companion!  

Deacan is a 2-3 year old 
Foxhound who is excellent 
with other dogs & seems to 

like kitties too!  Deacan 
has nice leash manners &  
is very quiet for a hound.  

A True Virginia Gentleman! 

Monkey is a 4-5 mo adorable 
pound puppy mix! She will be a 
med. sized dog, is highly intelli-

gent, loves to play fetch & is 
good with kitties & dogs. Due to 
her high energy no small kids. 

Tony is a 1-2 year old kitty who 
is a little shy but sweet.  He gets 
along with other cats and would 

prefer a quiet household. 

Toby is a super sweet Cattle Dog/Beagle/
Rottweiler mix who was born in April 2010. He 
is a little shy with new people, but is incredi-
bly smart, walks well on a leash, knows many 
commands & gets along well with cats & dogs.  

Elvis was recently rescued in a group of 11  
starving dogs.  Elvis is very sweet but still a  

little shy.  He is a medium sized retriever mix.  
Elvis will need a home with a fenced yard.  Elvis  

is currently attending obedience class with a  
volunteer and is doing very well. 

Honey is an absolutely adorable 4 year old Border 
Terrier/Pit Bull? mix who is excellent with kids & 

other dogs.  She has lived on a chain all of her life, 
so she does need more socialization as she is  

fearful of some men.  She is also a climber so she 
must be leashed walked or in a home with acreage.   

KITTENS!!! 
We have many wonderful, healthy kittens who are either ready 
or will soon be ready to go home.  Fill out your application today! 

Our Amish 
craftsmen bring 
true quality and 
pride to every 
project.  From 
concept to 
completion,
we’ll work with you every step of the way to ensure you get the most for 
every dollar.

Barns and arenas are our specialty, but we can do it all.  Visit our new 
model barn facility in Millwood, VA and see for yourself what we can do.   
We’ll work to make your project a reality – even in today’s economy… we 
promise.

Contact Karen Friedel for more information
540-837-1326

Or by email at: kzazicki@earthlink.net

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Toll Free 866-687-5155
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

May 12th Deadline 
for May 26th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

I f you live with a dog, 
you know that we do 
one thing far more 
frequently than our 

people: sleep. On average, 
we sleep 14 hours each 
day. The larger we are, the 
more we sleep. Other fac-
tors affecting how much 
we sleep include our en-
vironment and our activity 
level. Working dogs sleep 
less than pets who are in-
active. 

What you may not 
know is that we are ex-
tremely similar to people 
when it comes to how 
we sleep. Scientists have 
found that we have the 
same stages of sleep as 
humans, including mea-
surable periods of deep 
REM (rapid eye move-
ment) sleep during which 
we dream. You may have 
noticed us twitching, 
moving our paws or even 
making noises while we 
dream. Most people who 
have studied our dreams 
believe that we experience 
things from our lives while 
we sleep. A retriever may 
“retrieve” an imagined 
bird or ball. A guard dog 
may bark at a conjured in-
truder. Interestingly, small 
dogs appear to dream more 
than large dogs. Also, pup-
pies dream more than adult 
dogs.

The old adage about 
letting sleeping dogs lie is 
true, by the way. We need 
our sleep to function well 
when we’re awake and to 
maintain our health. Unless 
you really need to wake us 
up, it’s best to let us take 
our naps when our bodies 
tell us we need them.

Of course, we can 
sleep too much. This usu-
ally happens when we’re 
bored during the day. 
That’s why it’s impor-
tant that we have plenty 
of activity. Play with us. 
Take us for walks. Inter-
act with us frequently. Just 
like people, boredom can 
lead to us spending far too 
much time lying around, 
which can result in weight 
gain and a lesser quality of 
life.

I mentioned earlier 
that our environment af-
fects the way we sleep. 
That’s a no-brainer, since 
you know from your own 
experience that rest re-
quires quiet and comfort. 
Please make sure we have 
a tranquil place to sleep 
and something comfort-

able on which to lie. Some 
of us appreciate a crate 
with a mat, especially if 
something is draped over 
the crate to make it dark. 
(It simulates a den that 
we would seek out in the 
wild.) Most dogs are happy 
with a simple cushion, but 
it’s important to remember 
to replace these beds when 
they become flattened and 
worn.

Of course, many peo-
ple prefer to share their 
own beds with their four-
legged friends. In fact, a 
recent study found that 
56% of dog owners sleep 
with their pets. That same 
study, published by the 
CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control), found that sleep-
ing with us can increase the 
risk of contracting a range 
of illnesses. The research 
was widely published and 
attracted a great deal of at-
tention. 

I’ve read lots of opin-
ions on these findings, and 
I’m going to side with the 
President of the American 
Medical Veterinary As-
sociation, who says that 
a little common sense 
goes a long way. After 40 
years of veterinary prac-
tice, he says animal to hu-
man disease transmission 
is uncommon, if not rare. 
His viewpoint, and that of 
many veterinary profes-
sionals, is that healthy pets 
pose little risk. 

Basically, before you 
curl up with your four-
legged friend, make sure 
he or she has had regular 
wellness check-ups. Also, 
you should control para-
sites, manage dental care 
and assess the need for 
vaccinations. Of course, if 
your pet has come into con-
tact with unsavory things 
outside, you should think 
twice before letting him or 
her into the bed. As a gen-
eral rule, wash your hands 
frequently and maintain 
our cleanliness if we’re 
going to be bunkmates.

Phew! Being a ca-
nine journalist is exhaust-
ing. I’m sorry, but I think 
I must doze off for a bit. 
Sweet dreams!

Albert, a Jack Rus-
sell Terrier, is Chair-
man of the Board of Wylie 
Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, in 
Middleburg, Fairfax, Falls 
Church and Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes with 
four-legged friends.

Help is a four-legged word!

Hosted by Lisa & Zohar Ben-Dov and 
Susanne & Steve Lamb

  

me and my teammates  
 invite you to learn about 

   Canine Companions for Independence®

 Puppy Raising Program 
  and how you can become involved.

Thursday, May 19th
5:30-7:00PM

Middleburg Community Center
300 West Washington Street

Middleburg, VA  20118

MeeT LoCAL PuPPy RAISeRS:
Colleen Hayduk and the slater family

ReCIPIeNTS:
Carina and Caroline elgin with sajen

 

My name is emma...... 
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MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
AMRFP.com

WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
GEORGETOWN 202.333.3320
BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE 301.222.0050
POTOMAC 301.983.6400
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703.317.7000
WFP.com

In the Virginia Countryside
In the Capital Region

WASHINGTON
F I N E  P RO P E RT I E S , L L C

FAIRFIELD, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Special location with 4 + acres just east of Middleburg. 1st
floor master bedroom with ensuite bath, living room, dining
room with access to screened porch overlooking the pool.  Two
additional bedrooms, bath and half bath, den, family room,
eat-in kitchen and library. Attached 2 car garage. $750,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

COURTLAND MANOR, ALDIE, VA
Long views, a bold stream, ancient trees and verdant pastures
on 100 glorious acres for fishing, riding and roaming. Perfect
for country estate, family retreat, private polo/riding club or
vineyard. An exceptional 11000+ sq. ft. home with beautiful
grand rooms and every amenity. Stone guest cottage, pool,
extensive gardens and much more. Private yet convenient.
Approx 32 miles to DC. Perfect! $3,950,000.

Cindy Polk 703-966-9480

THE PERCH, THE PLAINS, VA
Excellent location, lovely country retreat on 8.9 acres,
Main house has 3 bedrooms, superb country kitchen, pool,
1 bedroom guest quarters with spacious office, 2 car
garage, 2 stall barn with groom quarters and paddocks.
Priced to sell! $1,250,000.

Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527
Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

WELLESLEY, DELAPLANE, VA
Located  in northern Fauquier Co., Wellesley is a small horse farm on 28
acres. The residence, nestled among towering trees, currently has three
bedrooms but is perked for more and could be easily expanded. There
are approximately 18 acres in paddocks and pasture and is surrounded
by large farms. The large, center aisle barn has two finished stalls with
room for an additional 8, plus a feed and tack room. $549,500.

Carole Miller 540-687-2233

LONGVIEW, THE PLAINS, VA
Spectacular turn key horse facility on 54 acres located next to Great
Meadow Equestrian Center. Recently renovated 8 stall barn with up-to-
date amenities. New 140’ x 280’ sand ring with irrigation and grass
Grand Prix field. 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath house featuring high ceilings,
spacious rooms plus indoor lap pool. Large swimming pool, bath
house, and 2 bedroom tenant house. Dramatic mountain views. Entire
property is maintained in excellent ready-to-use condition. $1,950,000.

Jim Thompson 540-687-3216

ROCK RIDGE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Great Location. Orange County Hunt. 94 acres. Five bedroom
stone and brick main residence with paneled library, elegant
woodwork and beautiful aged wood floors. The house is sited
on hillside with fabulous views. 22 stall main barn, 5 stall barn.
Outdoor ring, run-in sheds. 3 bedroom cottage. 2 bedroom
tenant house. Superb facility for horses. Excellent ride out.
$4,950,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

WOODSIDE, DELAPLANE, VA
Elegant and historic 4 bedroom brick Federal house on 32.5 acres.
The first section is circa 1730, with an addition in 1850. Fabulous
views of the Blue Ridge sweep over a large pond. Huge, well main-
tained hardwoods stand in the park like lawn. Lush gardens.
Dependencies include glamorous pool, 7 stall barn, large equip-
ment/storage shed with apartment attached & 2 log garden houses.
The property is in the desirable Orange County Hunt. $2,900,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

MT. DEFIANCE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Mt. Defiance, circa 1770, is a classic fieldstone 3-4 bedroom residence
on 5+ acres. House features thick stone walls, deeply recessed
windows, lovely old pine and stone floors, 5 fireplaces. Original
Post House Tavern Room on lowest level. Dependencies are: 2 bedroom
guest cottage (formerly blacksmith’s residence), 7 stall stable, garage
(former blacksmith’s shop). Room for horses. $675,000.

Carole Miller 540-687-2233

CLOVERLAND, THE PLAINS, VA
Situated on the crest of 200+ magnificent acres in the heart of the highly-
coveted Orange County Hunt with glorious views of the rolling country-
side and the distant Blue Ridge Mountains, Cloverland features an
outstanding Georgian stone Manor House designed by renowned William
Lawrence Bottomley, one of America’s preeminent architects. Soaring
specimen trees, English gardens, glass enclosed lap pool and stone pool
house, tennis court, caretaker’s cottage and equipment barn. $6,900,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
Jim Thompson 540-687-3216
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