
Daniel Morrow 

Middleburg’s new Chief 
of Police, William F. 
Klugh, took the oath of 
office on August 1 and 

immediately started a round of re-
ceptions, meetings, and patrols with 
the officers in his new command.

Selected from more than 40 
well-qualified applicants, Klugh had 
served for more than 27 years with 
the police department of the City 
of Fairfax.  He left with the rank of 
Deputy Chief.

“Everyone in Middleburg has 
made me feel welcome here,” the 
Chief told the Eccentric. “People 
could not have been nicer, more 
welcoming, or more helpful . . . 
and that goes for not only the Town 
Council, staff, and my fellow of-
ficers, but everyone I’ve met here.”  

Background

Bill Klugh was born in Ohio, 
and moved with his family to the 
Vienna area of Northern Virginia 
when he was five.  There he at-
tended grammar school and gradu-
ated from George C. Marshall High 
School. 

In 1984, he graduated from 
James Madison University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree and a 
minor in criminal justice.

His older brother was a po-
liceman, Klugh told the Eccentric.  
“I guess he was a large part of why I 
became an officer as well,” he said.

He applied for a job with 
the Fairfax Police Department his 
senior year at Madison, was hired 
immediately, and stayed there for 
well over a quarter century, rising 
steadily through the ranks.

Why Middleburg?

Ironically, Chief Klugh’s rea-
sons for leaving Fairfax are similar 
to those of former Town Admin-
istrator Jerry Schiro’s decision to 
leave Middleburg:  the vagaries of 
state and local pension systems.

Like Schiro, Klugh would 
have taken what both termed  “ma-
jor hits” to their retirement benefits 
had they decided to stay in their old 
jobs.

With two teen-age sons, one 
of them entering his senior year in 
high school, Middleburg seemed an 
excellent choice for Klugh.  He and 
his wife have lived for years only 
half an hour’s reverse commutes 
away.  

From the town’s perspective, 
the combination of Klugh’s long-
standing northern Virginia experi-
ence, the breadth and depth of his 
service record, and his longstanding 
commitment to both 
the theory and practice 
of community-oriented 
police work were espe-
cially appealing.

A graduate of the 

FBI National Academy, Klugh also 
brings with him excellent manage-
ment skills, budgeting and grant-
writing experience.

Plans for the Middleburg Force

After only two weeks on the 
job Klugh was loathe to discuss 
plans for a force he is still getting to 
know.  

“In a town like Middleburg,” 
he told the Eccentric, “police offi-
cers, out of necessity, must do their 
jobs with a minimum of direct over-
sight and supervision.  They must 
be not only well-trained, but self-
motivated.”  

“Knowing the town, and the 
people who live here is critical,” he 
said.  “But Middleburg’s standing as 
a tourist or visitor destination adds 
something special to the job.  We 
represent the town to the outside 
world.”

At this point, Klugh said, he 
is learning more from his fellow of-
ficers than he could possibly teach 
them.  He hopes, he says, to be able 
to start returning the favor soon.  
“Training is a special interest of 
mine,” he said, “but I enjoy learning 
just as much as I do teaching.  And 
my fellow officers are teaching me 
well.”

In the mean time, Klugh is 
working with the town to address 
some fairly routine transition issues, 
including a computer failure and 
some minor telecommunications 
glitches.

In the months ahead he, Town 
Administrator Martha Semmes, the 
Town Council and staff will also 
be fine tuning a set of proposed re-
visions to the Middleburg police 
department’s standing orders and 
the rules and regulations regarding 
police procedures.

www.mbecc.com
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Vir-
ginia’s policy for achieving equal housing opportu-
nity throughout the Commonwealth. We encourage 
and support advertising and marketing programs in 
which there are no barriers to obtain housing be-
cause of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is subject to 
Virginia’s fair housing law which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, elderliness, familial status, handicap or inten-
tion to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly accept 
advertising for real estate that violates the fair 
housing law. Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on equal opportunity basis. For more informa-
tion or to file a housing complaint call the Virginia 
Fair Housing office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free 
call (888) 551-3247. For the hearing impaired call 
(804) 367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virgin-
ia.gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org

Please consider us for all your Real Estate Needs

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 fax 540.687.3966 middleburgrealestate.com

  
       

White Goose Ln - Purcellville - Picturesque english country fam-
ily home w/lake & Pool. master main w/luxurious bathroom; gourmet 
kitchen/family room; firePlace & viking aPPliances. mud room w/sePa-
rate laundry room and loo. rec-room & sPorts bar w/firePlace. gym 
& seParate Playroom. exPansive outdoor living sPace. deck, multiPle 
Patios, Private Pool w/terrace. Private boating & fishing dock.

DresDen Farm noW avaiLabLe– this beautifully maintained 125 acre 
horse farm includes a circa 1785 5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall bel-
mont barn with 8 Paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
seParate tack room. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a Pool, and a 5 acre Pond.

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

buLL run mountain rD – the PLains - Charming Cottage (w 4 br perk) 
on 1.44 Private wooded acres. Just renovated, no detail left unfinished. 
3 firePlaces, wood floors, beams. adorable seParate “tub house” with 
wood stove & deck with hot tube. landscaPing, water falls. stone work 
and custom everything inside. in orange county hunt territory. 11 min 
to middleburg and 10 min to rte 66 and lovely village of the Plains. 

middleburg
real estate

Atoka Conservation Exchange 
Specializing in land easements to serve 

clients’ conservation and financial objectives

Charlie Westbrook 703-447-9505  
www.atokaconservation.com

sommerset Ct – PurCeLLviLLe - own your own sanctuary.  3+ acres of 
lovely landscaPing and scenery.  covered front & back Porch. deck. Pa-
tio and a Pond!! very well cared for home features 4-5 bedrooms, 3.5 
baths, hardwoods, Pellet stoves, generator hookuP, cable and a full 
walkout basement for more living sPace.  Perfect commuter location with 
easy access to both rt 7 & rt 50.

miLLviLLe rD – miDDLeburG - outstanding +-43 acres available with 
goose creek frontage! includes 2 barns (one a 24 stall belmont, the other 
a 16 stall shed row), an inCome produCing indoor equine swimming faCility, 
and a 2 bedroom farm Cottage (w a 4 br septiC field). this property offers 
three additional building sites with outstanding rolling hill views, one 
with a rare beached bank on the serine goose creek.

atoka Chase - middleburg - incredible custom luxury home on 10 
aCre lot. 2 story foyer, Cathedral & 9’ Ceilings. open floor plan. 
hardwood & marble flooring. kitchen island, granite countertoPs, 
euroPean aPPl., fixtures and lighting. renovated luxury baths. Plan-
tation shutters, ceiling fans, skylights, built-ins, large rooms & tons 
of storage. outdoor sPa. covered wraP around Porch w/ mtn/view...

mountain rD – LovettsviLLe - own a Piece of history with this 1700s log 
and stone home on 32+ wooded acres.  sit on the front Porch and watch 
the wildlife wonder thru on the way to the Pond.  two homes for the Price 
of one--also included with this ProPerty is a brick rambler Just waiting for 
someone to finish it.  extremely Private   yet convenient to the marc 
train and rt9/rt7 for commuters.  let your imagination run wild!!

CiDer sPrinGs PL – miDDLeburG - brand new custom built home with 
one level living. four bedrooms including two masters.   2.4 acres 
with views of the middleburg countryside.   exquisite finishes thru out-
- including custom tile work in all of the baths & huge laundry room, 
hardwood floors and a gourmet kitchen.  french doors leading to an 
incredible stone Porch with Pergola.

540-270-3835 $6,900,000Peter PejaCseviCh

703-408-0719  $1,645,000WenDy anDreWs

540-905-5874  $1,950,000teD Zimmerman 

540-454-1399  $1,200,000sCott buZZeLLi

540-533-7453  $580,000marCy Cantatore  540-905-5874  $575,000teD Zimmerman 540-533-7453  $550,000marCy Cantator

540-533-7453  $685,000marCy Cantator

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

rokeby roaD – uPPerviLLe -true custom finishes -reclaimed hard-
wood flooring throughout w/custom terra cotta/wood, limestone 
toPs, master bedroom on main floor , custom-built-ins, custom kitch-
en w/granite toPs, high-end Plumbing & lighting, well landscaPed w/
Pond & stone walls, mahogany garage doors, custom ceilings, easy 
access to rte50.

540-270-3835 $1,249,000Peter PejaCseviCh

korea Ln, - miDDLeburG -  amazing 148+/- acre fox cross estate with 
gated entrance & stream Just 2 miles from middleburg. huge 7 bed, 7 
bath all brick manor home w/massive room sizes and three finished lev-
els. exPansive deck overlooks the Pool and Patio. wooded & oPen acre-
age with fenced Pastures, 2 barns and two guest houses. sub-dividable 
land not in easement.  

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter PejaCseviCh

miLLraCe Lane – marshaLL - Picturesque turn-key equestrian ProPerty 
on 20 acres with immaculate custom home and manicured grounds. mt. 
views, rolling acres, fenced Pastures, dog kennel, guest house, 9 stall 
barn connected to indoor arena, 2 run-in/equiPment buildings, Paddock 
and Pond also available additional 58 acres with workshoP and creek 
fq7609128. this is a must see!!!

540-454-1399  $1,395,000sCott buZZeLLi

huntinG hiLLs Ln – PurCeLLviLLe - fabulous custom modern/contemPo-
rary home comPrised of unique architectural lines and fine craftsmanshiP 
combined with soaring walls of glass which Provide excePtional views of 
the country side & mountains. toP of the line gourmet kitchen has wood 
burning firePlace, custom cabinetry on all levels, loft family room, exceP-
tional master suite with Private deck, +3 bedroom guest house.

540-454-1399  $839,000sCott buZZeLLi

Cover Photo
by Dee Dee Hubbard

News of Note

P r o P e rt i e s  i n  H u n t  C o u n t ry

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

EDgECLiff

StovER MiLL

Near The Plains. Magical setting with fenced pastures,
mountain views and walking trails. Charming 3 bedroom
cottage renovated with  attention to preserving historical
detail.  Hardwood floors, soap stone counter tops,
exposed stone. Easy access to Route 15 & I-66. Great
commuter location. Lovely  new two stall barn with stone
foundation, large tack room. 2 run-in sheds.      $775,000

Emily Ristau (540) 687-7710

foaLSfiELD

SUNRiSE HiLL-tHE PLaiNS

Immaculate, recently renovated 3-bedroom, 2-bath
brick house on 10 acres. New windows, new roof,
new insulation, new kitchen, crown molding, stor-
age. Overlooking Morningside Training Farm, ideal
for someone who has a horse or two, or who would
love to see horses out their windows. Orange
County Hunt.                                                    $425,000

Sheryl Hecker (540) 272-4300

MiDDLEBURg

Turn Key Horse Property on  25 acres located between
Middleburg and The Plainss7 Stall Center-Aisle Stable
with spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment above s5 Paddocks
s2 Run-In Sheds sLarge Ring sSpacious  Residence  has
5 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 2 Half Baths & 2 Fireplaces sHuge
Unfinished Basement with additional Fireplace sOrange
County Hunt s. Great ride-out. Possible owner
financing.                                             $1,475,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

15 HUNt CoURt

Middleburg. Elegant, carefree upscale living.Beautiful, bright
4 level end townhome. sGourmet kitchen designed by
owner/chef. Miele 5 burner gas cooktop s3 Bedrooms,
3 ½ baths, family room with gas fireplace s Walk out
lower level to brick terrace and park-like setting sProfes-
sional exterior maintenance, mowing and snow removal.
Walk to restaurants, shops schools, libraries & museum. also
available for Rent at $2500/Month. $434,900

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

CoLtSfoot

Stunning contemporary. country house on 22.99 acres
tucked10 mins. west of  Warrenton. 2004 Renovation &
Upgrades of  all HVAC, appliances, roof  & external
factory painted siding. Attic converted to 3rd floor
Master Bedroom & sitting room with private balconies.
2011 renovation of  three baths front floor to ceiling &
whole interior painted. Board fenced pastures w/barn,
run-in shed, dressage arena,pond & creek.        $775,000

Susie ashcom (540) 729-1478

zULLa CottagE

Adorable bungalow on 1.1 acres located between
Marshall and The Plains. s2 Bedrooms s2.5 BathssLiving
Room with Fireplaces Dining areas Galley Kitchen
s Separate entrance to Mudroom s Hardwood floors and
light filled windowss Big front porch and side screened
in porch great for entertaining s Large front lawn with
mature treessPriced well below assessed value.   

$255,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Elegant 4 Bedroom, 4 Full and 2 Half  Baths sStone and
Stucco home on 12+ acress Old Pine Floors sAntique
Chandeliers sMaster Bedroom on Main Level sGranite
Countertops s4 Marble and Stone Fireplaces sCovered
Stone Terrace sScreened-In Porch sStunning Pool
sDetached Garage sStorage Shed  sStone Walls
sBoard Fencing sOrange County Hunt sFabulous
Views. $2,250,000

Bee Lefferts (540) 454-5555

146 acres near the village of  Rectortown with excellent
road frontage along both Rectortown & Crenshaw Roads.
Ideally situated in heart of  Piedmont Fox Hounds hunt
country s Lush open fieldssStone walls sPond sSweep-
ing views of  both the Blue Ridge & Cobbler Mountains
s One house may be built on a pre-selected site near
pond, 5 Bedroom conventional perc s Land in VOF
Conservation easement.                                  $2,400,000

Cary Embury (540) 533-0106
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Emily Talbot Sharp, 
Much Loved Art Teacher

Emily Talbot Sharp, of 
“Toad Hall”, Walnut-
dale Farm, The Plains, 
Virginia, died peacefully 

in her sleep at home on Satur-
day, August thirteenth. A much-
loved and immensely talented art 
teacher at Hill School, she was 
born July 16, 1918 in the District 
of Columbia to Dr. and Mrs. John 
Allan Talbot. 

She graduated from The 
Potomac School and the Corco-
ran School of Art and was a fac-
ulty member Emeritus of The 
Hill School in Middleburg. 

She is the widow of Robert 

Webster Sharp and is survived by 
her brother John Allan Talbot III, 
her children John Talbot Sharp, 
Emily Page Sharp Candler, Kath-
arine Dorwin Sharp Carey, Pen-
ny Gibson and Talbot Lackland 
Warren, nine grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations may be made in 
her memory to The Hill School 
Art Program, P. O. Box 65, 
Middleburg, VA 20118 or to Cap-
itol Caring, 10530 Linden Lake 
Plaza, Suite 200, Manassas, VA 
20109. 

    
     My Dear Sweet Angel Baby,

From the first second I saw you, and every day of our life together, you filled 

my heart with more love and joy than I ever imagined was possible. I always 

told you if I loved you one bit more my heart would explode.

 You radiated joy and touched everyone you met, even people you met 

for moments. You were my best friend, my snuggle buddy, my reason for getting 

up in the morning.
 Your zeal to learn and explore life astounded me. You were game 

for anything. Trips, new friends, cooking, going anywhere anytime. Learning 

to knit at your age, the books you devoured, learning French, playing violin, 

your creativity and constant ideas and questions about life. But most of all your 

kindness and compassion toward everyone, human and animal.

 I am so so blessed to have had every second I spent with you. I 

always told you I was the luckiest mommy in the whole wide world, ever, 

anywhere, of anyone.
 You loved God so. And you were confused whenever you learned of 

someone who didn’t believe in Him. All of your questions about Heaven and 

God, and reminding us to pray, made me a better person.

 I won’t say goodbye to you my Love Love. I’ll just wait and work 

longingly until the day I get to see you again, my dear sweet Angel Baby, 

Love of my Life.
 My arms around you always, you in my whole heart and soul 

always, nose kiss, butterfly kiss, lizard kiss.

     Mommy

Sadie Grace Ablard
May 12, 2006 ~ August 9, 2011

James P. “Mike” Maloney, 
‘Whiz Kid,’ Public Servant 
and Philanthropist

James P. “Mike” Maloney Jr., 
an accomplished entrepre-
neur and longtime resident 
of Nantucket, Washington, 

D.C. and Middleburg, Virginia, 
died Sunday, July 10, 2011 at 
Nantucket Cottage Hospital fol-
lowing a cerebral hemorrhage. 
He was 78.

His friend and fellow Nan-
tucket resident John Akers, for-
mer chairman and chief executive 
officer of IBM, said, “Mike was 
part of that famous generation of 

‘whiz kids,’ bright and talented 
people recruited and groomed by 
IBM for leadership in business 
and public service.”   

Maloney held various ex-
ecutive positions at IBM as the 
company grew into a global force 
in computers and technology

He was a member of the 
Nantucket Yacht Club, Sankaty 
Head Golf Club, the Chevy 
Chase Club in Washington, D.C. 
and the Middleburg Tennis Club 
in Middleburg, VA.
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News of Note

When Dr. Josh Jakum tore his ACL during a soccer game, his fi rst thought 

was, “How am I going to coach my sons’ lacrosse team?”

With only a few short months until the season, he set out to fi nd the 

best orthopedic care.

So, he teamed up with orthopedic surgeon Dr. Robert Smith, who 

previously served with the Baltimore Ravens.

The two agreed to a bone-tendon-bone graft surgery. And then came 

the rehab. Three days a week Dr. Jakum worked to regain his strength 

and mobility. 

But on March 12th, he didn’t show up for his therapy. Because he was 

on the fi eld, putting the Talons lacrosse team through their very fi rst drills.

To learn more about Dr. Jakum’s story, visit FHstories.org.

Dr. Jakum. Patient Jakum. 
Coach Jakum.

— A  Story of Ambition and Recovery —

 Orthopedics

    C
onde Nast Johansens Award Winner 

     “
Most ExcEllEnt Inn – 2011”

       
  & Opentable.com 2011 Diner’s C

hoice Award

A  V I s I t  l o u d o u n  d E s t I n A t I o n  R E s t A u R A n t

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table. 
Monday through Sunday:  5:30-9pm • Lunch:  Wednesday - Monday 11:30am-2pm

Sunday Brunch: 11:30am-2pm

 Located just 2.5 miles North of Middleburg.
36205 Snake HiLL Road • MiddLeBuRg, ViRginia 20117

follow us on

w w w. g o o d s t o n e . c o m

coMe enjoy cHef WiLLiaM 
WaLden’S taSting Menu

served Friday and saturday evenings.

3 Course Menu • Offered Sunday through Thursday

Let’S do LuncH
monday - saturday (closed on tuesday) 11:30am - 2:00pm.

Hunt countRy HAppy HouR
Thursday, September 15, 2011 from 5:30-7:30. 

cocktails and complimentary canapés.

a goodStone Wine dinneR
Featuring Three Fox Vineyards. Thursday, September 29th.

Call 540-687-3333 for details

JOin uS FOr Our upCOMing SepTeMber eVenTS

Daniel Morrow 

In early 1854, Mary An-
derson, arguably one of the 
most beautiful women in Vir-
ginia, refused to walk to church 
with Charles Burks Christian, a 
Lexington Virginia law student.  
Humiliated, Christian later 
confronted and killed Mary’s 
cousin, VMI Cadet Thomas 
Blackburn. This is the story of 
that murder, the trials that fol-
lowed, and the impact of those 
events on young men and wom-
en who would all too soon face 
the larger trials of the Ameri-
can Civil War.

Part Two:  
The Mistress of “Col Alto”

 Sally Campbell Preston 
McDowell, the erstwhile 
aunt of the all-too-soon-
to-be-murdered Tom 

Blackburn, was 32 years old in 
1854. 

On the day before Tom’s 
murder, she had marked the 
eighth anniversary of her 
headline-making divorce from 
Blackburn’s uncle, the former 
Governor of Maryland.  

Even a century-and-a-half 
later, historians still cited her 
case as a prime example of the 
devastating effects of divorce 
on a young woman of even the 
highest social standing in 19th 
century Virginia.

A social pariah in some 
circles, since her separation in 

1842 Sally had lived with her 
younger sister at Col Alto, their 
father’s house, within walking 
distance of the Presbyterian 
Church in the center of town. 

But for her divorce she 
may well have been one of the 
most prominent and powerful 
women in two states…

She was the eldest daugh-
ter of pre-war Lexington’s fa-
vorite son, James McDowell, 
the first Virginia Governor born 
west of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. He had died three years 
earlier, in 1851. 

Her mother, who died in 
1847, was the daughter of U.S. 
Congressman Francis Smith 
Preston and Sarah Buchanan 
Campbell, a niece of Patrick 
Henry.

In 1837, when Sally was 
barely 15, she began her fateful 
relationship with Blackburn’s 
uncle, Francis Thomas, then a 
U.S. Congressman from Mary-
land.  

She had been sent to 
Washington, DC, to learn the 
skills expected of a lady of her 
station at Miss English’s Fe-
male Seminary in Georgetown. 

While there, she lived 
with the family of the promi-
nent and powerful Missouri 
Senator, Thomas Hart Benton, 
and his wife, Sally’s aunt, Eliz-
abeth Preston McDowell. 

One of the Benton’s 
daughters, Jessie Ann, just 
two years younger than Sally, 
would become her best friend. 

Over the next four years, 
both Sally and Jessie became 
popular fixtures in the social 
life of the capital.  Both were 
young, beautiful, increasingly 
adept socially, and the wards of 
one of the most powerful men 
in the city.

Blackburn’s uncle Frank 
lived in the same boarding 
house as the Bentons.  He 
courted Sally for four years 
from the day he met her in 1837 
until she finally agreed to mar-
ry him, over the objections of 
her father.  

Frank Thomas later 
claimed Sally seduced him, and 
that her aunt Elizabeth had ac-
tively encouraged the marriage.

Thomas’s cause may also 
have been helped by Sally’s 
best friend, cousin, and friendly 
rival, Jessie Benton, also hap-
pily engaged in a relationship 
with an older man unpopular 
with her parents.  In 1841, three 
months after Sally married 
Francis Thomas, Jessie would 
marry John Charles Fremont, 
an officer, explorer, and bud-
ding national hero, 11 years her 
senior.

Frank Thomas’s enemies 
(Sally’s father first among 
them) later insisted he was in-
sane.  Others, including Frank 
himself, insisted that if he were, 
Sally had driven him there.

Before the end of their 
first year of marriage, Francis 
Thomas and his new young 
wife celebrated the end of a 

long and successful political 
campaign, and his inauguration 
as the newly elected governor 
of Maryland. A few months 
later he accused his young wife 
of having an affair with his law 
partner, who also happened to 
be her cousin.  

When, shortly thereaf-
ter, Sally miscarried, Thomas 
implied strongly that she had 
aborted the fruit of the incestu-
ous relationship, an act consid-
ered both mortally sinful and 
civilly criminal.

Thomas soon started di-
vorce proceedings.

Divorces in mid-19th cen-
tury Maryland, however, could 
only be granted by the passage 
of a special act of the state leg-
islature.

So, to support his case, 
Thomas published a pamphlet 
outlining his charges against 
Virginia Governor McDowell’s 
favorite daughter.  He distrib-
uted said pamphlet not only to 
every member of the Maryland 
State legislature, but to every 
member of the United States 
Congress as well.

The McDowells replied 
by starting their own divorce 
proceeding in Virginia, which 
also required a special act of 
the state legislature.

The result was a double 
divorce, after five years of 
personal, legal and sometimes 
physical confrontation.  The 
proceedings became the talk of 
Washington, Maryland and Vir-

The Blackburn Murder
Joe Dempsey

When asked to write some-
thing about the Sesqui-
centennial of the Civil 
War it immediately oc-

curred to me that I had a rather personal 
connections with its first major battle 
and a commemoration of that fight that 
took place exactly one hundred years 
later

My ties are family ties: as many 
as six great or great-great grandfathers 
who suited up on July 21st, 1861 for 
a clumsy engagement that took place 
along a creek through farmland near a 
railroad junction at Manassas, Virginia. 

The events of that day was not 
expected to be all that momentous by 
those preparing to struggle through 
them , not to mention the throngs of 
casual observers who followed the fed-
eral troops of Brigadier General Irvin 
McDowell from Arlington Heights to 
the south side of  Bull Run, where my 
ancestors formed ranks to meet them.  

By the end of the day, everyone 
on those fields, bridges, fords and roads 

would understand that something of 
deadly serious significance  had taken 
place, that would change their lives 
forever

A hundred years later, in 196, 
my parents and I returned to that creek, 
those rolling hills and the railroad junc-
tion with my grandmother, whose fa-
ther had been there, in July of 1861. I 
was 15.

It was hot.  As Adrian Cronauer 
said in Good Morning Vietnam, it was 
“Damn hot.”  A Coke in a 8 oz. Di-
xie (no pun intended) cup cost $1.00, 
which is probably ten bucks in today’s 
currency! 

I was supposed to looking for 
“Stonewall.”  Instead I was looking for 
shade.

I remember the heat, and the 
smoke and troops in blue and gray, 
many from the North-South Skirmish-
ers Association.  The US Army also 
provided about 1,000 troops, to shore 
up the weak northern contingent..  

Other than the heat, a good time 
was had by all, but another battle was 

brewing.
The United States Civil War 

Centennial Commission, established 
by Act of Congress in 1957 to “com-
memorate” the events of 1861-1865 
was getting flak, a lot of it, from those 
offended for one reason or another by 
either their very existence or they way 
they were doing their job, which was 
mainly one of coordination of indepen-
dent state commissions.

Some historians expressed hor-
ror that battles were being “celebrated” 
by the Commission on ground where 
Americans had given their lives, 
ground they considered sacred.. 

Many Americans were either 
ambivalent, or opposed to  the whole 
idea of the “Centennial.”

Others resented the approach to 
the commemoration by southerners, 
who they saw as celebrating the con-
federacy.  In many cases, including my 
own, they were right. I had my own 
Confederate Battle Flag and carried it, 
as did many others, without a second 
thought. 

Worse, at the Centennial Com-
mission’s first Assembly, in Charles-
ton, South Carolina in April 1961, 
Madaline Williams, a member of New 
Jersey’s State Commission, was told 
that she wouldn’t be able to stay with 
the rest of her delegation.

She was not “white.”  
The Charleston hotel where the 

events were being held was segregated.
When word reached the new 

President,  John Kennedy, he ordered 
the convention moved to Washington, 
to the Charleston Navy Yard.  

In July the Commission was 
completely re-organized, and Kennedy 
named noted historians Allan Nevins, 
Chairman and James I. Robertson, 
Jr., a young PhD from the faculty of 
the University of Iowa  Executive Di-
rectors. The two went on to resurrect, 
re-direct and transform the nation’s ap-
proach to the commemoration of Civil 
War events.  

Robertson went on to become 
the Alumni Distinguished Profes-
sor of History at Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute and State University, where 
he taught Civil War History and rev-
erence for the dignity of our sacred 
battlefields. I later become one of his 
students, a great admirer, and a man 
still in his debt.  I no longer attend re-
enactments. My battle flag is furled.  

Let’s avoid the mistakes of 50 
years ago and all plan to “commemo-
rate” history. 

There will be an abundance of 
Sesquicentennial activities within the 
Mosby Heritage Area during the next 
four years. 

I hope you will take advantage 
of these once in a lifetime opportunities 
to both  commemorate and preserve 
our history.  

See it! Save it! Pass it on!

Joseph Dempsey, is a local 
historian, retired real estate agent, 
veteran US Army captain, member of 
the Mosby Heritage Area Association 
Board and resident of Marshall. 

The Civil War: Commemoration or Celebration?
A Personal Perspective

Sally Campbell Preston McDowell
From the collection of Raleigh Colston 
Minor, in Thomas E. Buckley, ed., “If You 
Love That Lady Don’t Marry Her:  The 
Courtship Letters of Sally McDowell and 
John Miller, 1854-1856 (Columbia, Mis-
souri and London:  University of Missouri 
Press, 2000)

ginia.
The press, predictably, 

was delighted.  
Two governors, some of 

19th-century America’s most 
prominent religious, legal and 
political figures took sides.  

The extended Thomas 
and McDowell families, their 
friends, and neighbors did the 
same.

By January 1854, on the 
eve of her former nephew’s 
tragic death, however, Sally’s 
life had begun to change.

After well over a decade 
of shame, religious contempt 
and largely self-imposed so-

Continued Page  27

Christmas Planning Continues
Middleburg Town Council
Daniel Morrow 

Middleburg business 
owners overwhelming-
ly prefer a return to a 
two-parade format for 

the town’s Christmas in Middleburg 
celebration according to a survey, 
conducted by Punkin Lee of the 
Middleburg Business and Profes-
sional Association

Middleburg Town Council-
member Kathy Jo Shea, who serves 
as the town’s official representative 
to a newly constituted “Christmas 
in Middleburg” working committee 
reported that “nearly every business 
in Town participated in the survey.”  

If the independent non-profit 
that runs the annual event concurs, 
the 2011 celebrations will fea-
ture the traqditional parade of the 
Middleburg Hunt in the morning, 
with an afternoon parade highlight-
ing the arrival of Santa, with bands, 
floats and marching units. Decisions 
about when each parade would start 
and finish are still under discussion.

A formal memorandum of 
understanding with the indepen-
dent non profit that actually funds 
and runs the parade is also being 
drafted, outlining specific duties and 
responsibilities for all the stakehold-
ers, public and private, in the annual 
event.

According to Shea, the work-
ing group also hopes to see an ex-
pansion of the all-day celebration 
into something resembling a Christ-
mas Festival, with activities for 
adults and children all around the 
town.

Vice Mayor Kirk suggested 
the Committee might well keep 
in mind that holding two parades 
would cost more, especialy in terms 
of police time.  She also noted that 
the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, which actually owns the 
streets of Middleburg, tended not to 
like closing US Route 50, Middle-
burg’s main street,  twice in one day. 

Discussions continue.

Fire and Rescue Issues

In response to the queries 
from Councilmember about the 

status of the Middleburg Volunteer 
Fire Department, Mayor Davis re-
ported that she had received a letter 
from Paul Draisey, Treasurer of the 
volunteer organization, indicating 
that “the career staff had returned 
to the Middleburg station as of last 
Sunday [August 7].”

All of Middleburg’s career, 
non-volunteer, fire and rescue per-
sonnel had  eft the Middleburg Sta-
tion on orders from the county after 
an incident on the night of July 13.

They returned, according to 
Draisey’s letter, under the terms of 
a new protocol governing the du-
ties and responsiblities of career and 
volunteer staff.

Davis told her colleagues that 
Draisey had sent his regrets that 
neither he, nor any other senior of-
ficer in the department could attend 

August’s council session personally.
According to the Mayor, 

Draisey “ . . . apologized for any 
confusion and explained that the ca-
reer staff was still on duty to serve 
Middleburg and Aldie even though 
they left the immediate area.  

Draisey’s letter also indicated 
that demolition continued in prepa-
ration for expansion of the fire sta-
tion.  The department will  provide 
updates on progress, he said.

Vice Mayor Kirk observed 
that the domolition crews working 
on the station were both noisy, and 
hard at work on some mornings by 
6:30 a.m.  Town Planner and Zon-
ing Admiistrator David Beniamino 
asked that Ms. Kirk contact him 
directly, if and when she heard con-
struction starting before 7:00 AM. 

Architects Selected for 
Library Expansion

Dennis Cotter reported that 
the Middleburg Library Advisory 
Board had chosen Turnure Archi-
tecture & Design of Middleburg 
and Clites Architects, PC, both of 
Middleburg, as architects for the 
expansion of the Middleburg Public 
Library. 

Both Tim Clites and Bill Tur-
nure are well known for their work 
in and around Middleburg.  Both 
have served on the Middleburg 
Historic District Review Commit-
tee; Turnure as its Chair.  Clites has 
also served on the Town Planning 
Commission and the Board of the  
Middleburg Community Center, 
which owns the land and building 
which house the library.

Cotter reported that the Board 
was moving into Phase 2 of the li-
brary expansion plan, design and 
pre-construction, scheduled for 
completion in May 2012.  

By  September, the Advisory 
Board will formally begin fund 
raising (already, unofficially, under 
way).  With good fortune the group 
hopes to have fundes in hand by 
April 2012

If financial goals are met, 
actual construction on the addition 
will begin June 1 and be completed 
in December 2012.

in order to provide a short up-
date on the project.  

Salamander 

Asked by Vice Mayor Dar-
lene Kirk whether Salamander had 

Continued Page  27
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News of Note

Faline Davenport, D.D.S.
Invisalign Premier Provider
Theo Batistas, D.D.S. & Jason Abel, D.D.S.
Certified Invisalign Providers

GAINESVILLE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

7521 Virginia Oaks Drive • Gainesville, VA 20155
703-754-7151

www.gainesvilledentalassociates.com

48   the BULL RUN OBSERVER   April 15, 2011 www.bullrunobserver.com

Invisalign Elite Provider

Invisalign Provider

The Graham Farm, located at 17864 Silcott 
Springs Road, Purcellville, VA, is without 
a doubt one of Loudoun’s most beautiful 
remaining active working farms.  There 
are three parcels totaling 370+/- acres and 
the farm has long road frontage on Silcott 
Springs Road. The main residence has been 
recently renovated with a wonderful addi-
tion providing the master bedroom on the 
main level, hardwood floors throughout, up-
dated kitchen with granite countertops and 
stainless steel appliances.  The outbuildings 
include a stone dairy barn, stable, machine 
shed, bank barn, work shop and several oth-
er buildings.  There are also two additional 
tenant houses.  The land is absolutely spec-
tacular!  Offering a combination of large 
gently rolling crop fields, mature woods and 
fenced pasture land with several streams tra-
versing the property, this farm leaves noth-
ing to yearn for. The Graham Farm is lo-
cated adjacent to the Town of Purcellville’s 
corporate limits, 15 minutes to Leesburg & 
the Dulles Greenway, allowing for conve-
nient access to Tysons Corner, Washington, 
DC and  Dulles International Airport. 

Offered at:   $5,825,000

Can You Help Save THiS Farm From DevelopmenT?
~ eaSemenT poTenTial ~

Dennis Virts
Direct: (703) 727-4081

Web: www.GrahamFarm.com
Email: Dennis@Virtsteam.com

Re/Max Real Estate Group

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

To My Customers . . .

 I would like to purchase your

 unwanted jewelry as well as any   

 scrap silver and gold.  

 Gold and silver prices have never 

 been higher.

 I am in a position to pay you a very 

 fair price.  Call or come by.

                
        Hope to to see you soon,

                
                

                
        (540) 687-6997  

Alex Cudaback

The Country’s second 
highest ranking se-
nior’s tour - the Sunbelt 
Senior Tour - is making 

its return to Loudoun County 
with the 2011 Cannonball Invi-
tational Pro-Am, running from 
September 11 through the 13th.

The Club at Creighton 
Farms will host the tourna-
ment, marking another signifi-
cant Loudoun County sporting 
event. 

The Club at Creighton 
Farms in Aldie is a Jack Nick-
laus Signature Golf Course and 
winner of 4 national awards for 
best new private club in Amer-
ica.   The Inaugural Cannonball 
Invitational was held last year at 
The Club and the winner, Gary 
Trivisonno, returns to defend 
his title.     There is no charge 
for this great event and all golf 
enthusiasts are welcomed to at-
tend.

“Returning to Loudoun 
County and Virginia is another 
significant step for the Sunbelt 
Senior Tour,” said Don Barnes, 
commissioner and founder of 
the Sunbelt Senior Tour.  “Rick 
Bechtold and the team at The 
Club at Creighton Farms does 
a first-class job and this is one 
of the most anticipated stops on 
the tour.”

The Cannonball Invitation 
is more than just high quality 

golf.   Last year’s event was a 
smashing success that raised 
over $35,000 for charity.   This 
year, all benefits from the event 
will stay in Loudoun County, 
with the primary beneficiaries 
being the Loudoun Commu-
nity Health Clinic (www.loud-
ounchc.org) and the Windy Hill 
Foundation (www.windyhill-
foundation.org).  

“We couldn’t be happier 
about or more grateful for the 
generosity of these two great or-
ganizations, the Sunbelt Senior 
Tour and The Club at Creighton 
Farms,” said Windy Hill Foun-
dation President Joe Boling. 
“This is going to be a fantastic 
event played on one of the real 
gems of Loudoun County.”

The Cannonball is held in 
conjunction with 100 Women 
Strong and The Blewitt Foun-
dation for Wounded Warriors 
organizations.

Rick Bechtold, Tourna-
ment Director, noted, “People 
will be impressed at the qual-
ity of golf, the tournament and 
as always this amazing golf 
course.   We are very proud of 
the Cannonball Invitational’s 
commitment to charity, com-
munity and promoting the great 
game of golf in Loudoun Coun-
ty and across the region.”

The Sunbelt Senior’s Tour 
features players such as Loud-
oun’s own Keith Reiger, leading 
money winner Javier Sanchez, 
Graham Banister of Australia 
and Steven Shields of England.   
Alumni of the tour, which feeds 
into the PGA’s Champions Tour, 
include Ken Green, David Rum-
mels and Pete Oakley 

For more information, go 
to:  http://cannonballinvitation-
al.weebly.com/. 

Cannonball Comin’!
Sunbelt Senior Tour Returns to Loudoun County

On The Road 
Again  Mobile Me-
chanic, a new busi-
ness in Loudoun 

County, visits homes and busi-
nesses for preventative main-
tenance and repairs of vehi-
cles. 

Owners Ryan and An-
gelle Bascom saw a niche for 
such a service when Angelle 
told him about comments 
made to her while working at 
Tom Sweitzer’s A Place To Be 
in Middleburg.  

Knowing her husband 
was an excellent mechanic, 
Angelle clients often men-
tioned how much they needed 
service on their vehicles but 
had little time to do so or were 
unable find an honest, reason-
able mechanic.  

After discussing this op-
portunity, the enterprising 
couple decided to start On The 
Road Again Mobile Mechanic.

Founded to provide ex-
emplary customer conve-
nience, to service vehicles 
whenever and wherever need-
ed as quickly as possible, Bas-
com’s business offers to ser-

vice vehicles in the customer’s 
own driveway, usually in a few 
hours or less.  

Bascom’s customers will 
not have togo a shop where the 
mechanic might keep the ve-
hicle for days or even weeks. 

Because they are a small 
business, customer satisfac-
tion is very important.   Bas-
com’s goal is to provide the 
best possible automotive care 
at a great price.

With more than 10 years 
of experience as a mechanic,  
auto body painter and repair-
man, Bascom is also a resto-
ration artist, welder and fabri-
cator for new, used and even 
classic cars. 

On The Road Again is 
eager for new business and is 
accepting new customers in 
Loudoun and Fauquier coun-
ties.  They offer a wide range 
of services, from simple oil 
changes, to new brakes, and 
more.  For a full list of servic-
es, please visit their website: 
www.ontheroadagainmm.wee-
bly.com, call 540-408-3379, 
or email ontheroadagainmm@
gmail.com

‘On the Road Again 
Mobile Mechanic’
for Convenience & 
Dependability 
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•  Wonderful Fall Necklaces  •

$4850

$685

$550

$495

$3295

TH
Thos Hays & Son JewelersThos Hays & Son JewelersThos Hays & Son Jewelers
19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

540-687-6997
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United Methodist Church
Welcomes New Pastor

Historic Middleburg 
United Method-
ist Church, on the 
corner of Wash-

ington and Pendleton Streets 
in Middleburg’s town cen-
ter, has a new pastor. Rever-
end Leah DeLong comes to 
Middleburg from the Char-
lottesville area and is very 
pleased to be closer to her 
home in Markham.

Reverend  DeLong is 
originally from Western 
Pennsylvania and Garret 
County, Maryland where her 
family were dairy farmers. 
She followed her keen in-
terest in science when she 
majored in biology at Seton 
Hall University. After col-
lege she accepted a job as 
a naturalist at Shenandoah 
National Park where she 
met her husband, Don, who 
was visiting the Park. Don is 
now retired from the CIA.

After 20 years of mar-
riage and two children Leah 
enrolled in Wesley Theo-
logical Seminary. She had 
begun her studies at Wesley 
by taking a class as a way to 
strengthen her knowledge 
and background as a Sunday 

school teacher but soon real-
ized that her call was to be a 
United Methodist Pastor.

Because she was raised 
on a farm, Reverend DeLong 
has had a lifelong interest in 
gardening, especially crops 
and vegetables.  She says 
she really loves”getting her 
hands dirty and working in 
the soil.” 

Leah also sings and 
plays the guitar so pedestri-
ans strolling by the Church 
might be surprised to hear 
the sound of music emanat-
ing from inside. She says as 
she welcomes all who enter 
the historic Church she “ 
hopes to share her excite-
ment for mission and pas-
sion for preaching the Good 
News in her new ministry 
setting.”  

Middleburg United 
Methodist Church is the 
venue for Seven Loaves, a 
local program to feed and 
cloth the needy. Reverend 
Leah DeLong has immedi-
ately become involved in 
this worthy program and 
says she is enjoying all the 
contact with other members 
of the community. 

News of Note

B A R T L E T T
Because Every Tree Is A Family Tree

Today, more than ever, property value is as much about your landscape
as it is about your home.  The trees and shrubs that grow along with you

and your family are valuable assets that deserve care and protection.
For over 100 years, Bartlett Tree Experts has led both the science and

services that make your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of
your needs, our arborists bring a rare mix of groundbreaking research,

global resources and a local service approach to every task at hand.
Trees add so much value to our lives. 

And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees.

PRUNING  •  FERTILIZATION  •  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  •  REMOVAL

MARSHALL OFFICE (540) 364-2401 OR 877-BARTLETT OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

From early planning to
the first pool party, we pride
ourselves on being the single point of 

contact for your home improvement. 
BOWA transforms houses into homes™ 
through the design and construction 
of luxury renovations and additions. 
As your single point of accountability 
from the earliest stages of planning,  
we execute and manage the entire  
design and construction process and  
your overall experience. So, when you  
have a project of any size in mind, 
call BOWA first.

Renovate
BEFORE

youryourLifestyle

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

“Mr. Burns”

From a life of growing up 
on the Phipps Estate in 
Middleburg, Virginia, 
where celebrities prolif-

erate, serving in two branches of 
the military, owning and operat-
ing a business, to dabbling in 
thoroughbred horse ownership, 
“Mr. Burns” reveals the memo-
ries of Burns H. Robertson. Told 
with his humorous yet grateful 
view of life, “Mr. Burns” paints a 
portrait of an enterprising gentle-
man who has been devoted to his 
family, as well as to enjoying ev-
ery moment of the time we have 
been given. Born in the province 
of Quebec, Canada, Burns Rob-
ertson’s family relocated to a 
vast estate in the horse country 
of Middleburg, Virginia, when 
he was a young child. While his 
family roots are firmly planted on 
the Gaspe Peninsula, he became a 
United States citizen, served his 
country in battle, and became a 
valued member of his community 
in the towns of Middleburg and 
Upperville, Virginia. Currently 
living in the Myrtle Beach area in 
South Carolina, he continues to 
bring a spark of life to those who 
know him. Actively involved in 
golf, bowling, boating, social-
izing, and helping others, at age 
eighty-five he is an inspiration to 
many.

On Sept. 7th, Burns Robert-
son will be signing has book “Mr 
Burns” at Second Chapter Books 
at 8 e, Federal St. Middleburg.

This year the Piedmont 
Community Foundation 
exceeded the $1 million 
mark in overall grants to 

worthy community causes with a 
total given of nearly $1.1 million.  
The bulk of the grants are from 
the PCF donor advised funds.

Now twelve years old, 
the PCF has distributed over 
$150,000 in grants so far this 
year that support a wide vari-
ety of programs in Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties.  The organi-
zation is well on its way to again 
attain national ranking for a third 
straight year as one of the top one 
hundred “active grant makers” in 
the country based on asset size in 
relationship to its annual grants. 

In 2010 PCF ranked 48th 
with 38% of assets in donor ad-
vised funds and over-all grants 
reflecting 10% of assets.

The PCF now has 22 fund-
ing partnerships with philan-
thropic groups or individuals 
under its purview, with plans to 
expand its base even further in 
the coming year.  Since its incep-
tion in 1999, the PCF has grown 
exponentially from an asset base 
of $4,200 with no permanent 
endowments in its first year of 
operation to assets of almost $1 
million, holding three quarters of 
a million in permanent granting 
resources for our community. 

One of its more active 
grant-makers has been 100 
Women Strong which has made 
donor advised grants in Loudoun 
County administered by the PCF 
to organizations such as the 
Loudoun Abused Women’s Shel-
ter, Blue Ridge Speech and Hear-
ing, Loudoun Community Health 
Center, Inova Loudoun Hospital 
and many more that contribute to 
the well-being of women, chil-
dren and families.  100 Women 
Strong has invested in our com-
munity with $240,000 in grants 
since the fund formed in 2008.  

   “Working with PCF al-
lowed 100 Women Strong to get 
off the ground quickly and work 
on our mission,” said Karen 
Schaufeld, the president of the 
organization. “We’re secure in 
the knowledge that a reputable 
community-based organization is 
helping with administration and 
ensuring our compliance with the 
IRS.”

The PCF also works with 
a number of philanthropic indi-
viduals and families to distribute 
funds throughout the community. 
One of those innovative pro-
grams is the S. Murray Rust and 
Mary H.C. Rust Student Philan-
thropy Project, which disbursed 
$5,000 in funds this summer. The 
five- -year-old PCF community 
outreach program funds youth-

driven projects selected by the 
student grant-makers.

   “The PCF allowed our 
family to make a grant to the 
foundation to start a program to 
teach philanthropy to high school 
students in our community,” said 
John Rust, who named the fund 
after his grandparents. “The 
results have been spectacular. 
We’ve had approximately 100 
kids go through the program, 
with over 30 students participat-
ing last year. The grants the stu-
dents make go to a new level of 
need that we would not ordinar-
ily see with our 60-something-
year-old eyes. We’ve had great 
feedback from students who have 
gone on to college and used their 
philanthropic skills at that level.

   “By starting this endow-
ment at the PCF, we did not have 
to worry about the implementa-
tion or day-to-day oversight of 
the program. PCF took care of 
starting the program and manag-
ing the teaching aspect of philan-
thropic education.”

    After her sister died from 
breast cancer in 2004, Dr. Paula 
Bass established the Sharyn’s 
Angels Cancer Fund adminis-
tered by the PCF.

  “My son and I wanted to 
honor her by establishing a per-
manent endowment in her name,” 
Dr. Bass said. “Our objective was 

Piedmont Community Foundation 
Grants Top $1.1 Million

The Animal Rescue 
Fund, ARF, is be-
ginning to receive 
applications for 

2011 grants, and has re-
quested that animal rescue 
organizations in need of 
funds go to the website: 
www.arfrescue.org and 
complete the application 
form.

Created last year by a 
group of concerned local 
citizens to assist organiza-
tions that help animals in 
need, ARF will make its 
first grants in early Decem-
ber.

ARF President Karen 
Rockwood spoke seriously 
about animal rescue orga-
nizations’ urgent need for 
financial help.  

“The unfortunate 
economy is creating a much 
greater need for animal 
rescue. Many families just 
cannot afford to keep their 
animals and are placing 
them in already overcrowd-
ed shelters.

“I am heartened by 

the wonderful response to 
our fledgling ARF organi-
zation. We are extremely 
proud of our Board mem-
bers. Their expertise ranges 
in experience from animal 
caregivers, animal rescue, 
public relations, website 
design, business manage-
ment and accounting.  All 
board members give freely 
of their time and provide fi-
nancial support. 

“Our objective is to 
organize money-raising 
events to help relieve the 
financial pressure on or-
ganizations that receive no 
funding from either coun-
ty or state.  These organi-
zations must constantly 
search for donations, and 
we hope to help them with 
much-needed funds.”

The first ARF fund-
raising event earlier this 
year was a big success with 
donations exceeding the or-
ganization’s goal.  Those 
funds will be supplemented 
with the funds raised from 
two additional 2011 events:   
a Stag Dinner at RdV Vine-
yards on November 5th 
and an Estate Sale  planned 
for late November-early 
December in time for the 
Christmas season.

Programs that should 
apply for funds from ARF 
include Equine Rescue; Fe-
ral Cat Population Control; 
Spay & Neuter; Chained 
Dog Assistance; Rescue 
from Cruelty; Adoption 
Programs and other animal 
rescue endeavors.

ARF Grants will be 
made to Virginia 501 (c)(3) 
charities. 

ARF Events Chairman 
Ursula Landsrath explained 
the organization’s mission:

“There is so much need 
in all states but we have to 
start somewhere. Virginia 
is our home and the need is 
dire here. We are so over-
whelmingly grateful to the 
incredible generosity of 
our local residents for their 
support.” 

ARF is an all-volun-
teer organization without 
staff or facilities. Its mis-
sion is to raise funds for 
other organizations helping 
animals in need. It is cur-
rently accepting Grant Ap-
plications from Virginia-
based 501 (c) (3) charities 
involved in animal rescue.

To learn more about 
ARF, or download a Grant 
Application Form, visit 
www.arfrescue.org.

Animal Rescue Fund 
Requests & Receives 
Grant Applications

Continued Page  18
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Register at www.CherryBlossomBreastCancerFoundation.org

Support Local Women.
Funds Raised Are Spent Here!

LEESBURG
Morven Park

Rt 15 North at Tutt Lane. 

MIDDLEBURG
NANETTE’S WALK

Middleburg Bank
111 W. Washington St.  

WARRENTON
Old Town Warrenton
Warrenton Greenway

Third & Franklin St. 

OCTOBER 9, 2011 
SUNDAY, 1:00 PM

ORGANIZED BY

Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Foundation
Box 1051 | Middleburg, VA 20118 

For more info: T: 703-447-2302

GRAND SPONSOR FOUNDERS CIRCLE SPONSORS PINK BLOSSOM SPONSORS

Weissberg Corp.

Creighton 
Farms

sandi and James atkins
mary Jo and ron JaCkson

mr. and mrs. sean mCguinness
Judy Washburn

October 7, 8 & 9, 2011 Fri., Sat., Sun.
Tickets: $15/Advance and $17/At the Gate
Children 12 and under are admitted free

The Mid-Atlantic’s Premiere Craft Fair!

Waterford
Homes Tour & Crafts Exhibit

In historic Waterford, Loudoun County, Virginia 
www.waterfordfoundation.org  •  Tel. 540-882-3018

www.virginia.orgBluegrass music by Seldom Scene, Saturday 10/8

History Before Your Eyes

he Civil War comes to Waterford again. With Saturday and 
Sunday re-enactments by Union cavalry and Confederate  
infantry. Historic homes tours. And more than 150 juried  
artisans displaying and demonstrating hand-made,  
traditional furniture and crafts. This unique event is a full 
weekend of fun for the whole family for only $17 per person, 
per day. Multi-day tickets available.

T

Editor’s Desk

This month, the Mar-
tin Luther King National 
Memorial was dedicated 
on the Mall in Washing-
ton, DC, nearly 43 years 
after his assassination in 
Memphis, April 4, 1968. 

He was 39.
From the site one 

can see the memorial to 
Thomas Jefferson, a slave 
owner, whose monument 
is inscribed with the self-
evident truth that all men 
are created equal. 

 Across the road is 
the memorial to Lincoln, 
inscribed with his words 
at Gettysburg, reiterating 
Jefferson’s compelling 
proposition that all men 
are created equal.

Born on the eve of 
the Great Depression, 
King saw little of the 
equality they believed in, 
or that all three struggled 
to achieve.

King was nearly 11 
when Hitler invaded Po-
land.  He came of age do-
ing the war that followed.  

He was barely 16 
when the world began to 
see incontrovertible evi-
dence of the horrors of 
racism given its head, 
evils long rumored and 
feared,  but on a scale be-
yond the imagination of all 
but those who participated 
in it, or in its eradication.

He was 25 when the 
Supreme Court declared 
segregated schools illegal; 
33 by the time congress 
passed legislation guaran-
teeing his right to vote, 34 
before the law of the land 
guaranteed his right to eat 
in any public restaurant, or 
sleep in any hotel open to 
other Americans. He died 
at the height of another 
war, five years later.

His life was a me-
morial to indefatigable 
non-violence. May his 
memorial be not only a 
monument to his life but a 
call to action in the spirit 
he so nobly advanced.

The Content 
of his Character

Hypocrisy
Tom Pratt

If, as the old saying goes 
“the cream always rises to the 
top” is applied to the most recent 
front runners in the Republican 
race for the presidency, I think 
the cream has curdled on the way.  

This month we will dig 
deeper into the philosophies of 
the two candidates most seen in 
the news of late:  Michele Bach-
mann and Rick Perry.

Starting with Perry’s “Texas 
Miracle” Perry claims that Texas 
created almost 40% of all the new 
jobs created in the U.S. since the 
so-called recovery began.  The 
actual percentage claim is almost 
true, but let’s see why:

Immigration, mostly from 
Mexico and largely illegal, has 
been a major factor in those num-
bers. It is also not mentioned that 
a major percentage of those jobs 
are less than minimum wage, car-
ry no health plans or retirement 
benefits.

Perry seems to be taking 
credit for the facts that Texas has 
no state income tax, its regulatory 
conditions are contained and flex-
ible its government is small and 
its right-to-work law does not 
impose unions on businesses or 
employees.  

What he fails to say is, ac-
cording to John Galbraith, “Texas 
has been a low-tax, low-service 
state since the time of the Repub-
lic, and notes that it’s impossible 
that this fact suddenly accounts 
for its better job performance 
over the past few years.”

Texas has, for decades, ben-
efited from high oil and gas prices 
related to the State’s energy pro-
duction that really has nothing to 
do with Perry being governor.

Following the S&L crisis, 
Texas instituted much more strict 
housing finance laws and, there-
fore, was not as badly hit by the 
subprime housing disaster.  Of 
course, Perry and most of the 
GOP fight tougher regulations in 
Washington.

The claim that Texas is “fis-
cally responsible” is also skewed.  

Texas had a shortfall of 
$6.6 billion in its budget and Per-
ry says he worked hard to make 
tough cuts and balance the bud-
get.  According to a CNN report, 
$6.4 billion of that shortfall was 
plugged by Recovery Act money, 
which again Perry and his co-
horts constantly refer to as “failed 
stimulus” plans.

While slashing taxes, cut-
ting Medicaid drastically, reduc-
ing student aid to 43,000 low 
income students and reducing the 
state’s education fund by $10 bil-
lion he has thrown bones to his 
rich political donors under the 
guise of promoting business op-
portunities.  

He is a man of the rich for 
the rich and created by the rich.  

Perry also is not very con-
cerned about the separation of 
church and state, prefers to think 
that Global Warming is a myth 
and that the earth was most prob-
ably created 10,000 years ago. 

If this is the kind of person 
you want as president,  vote for 
him.

Now for Michele:

A very interesting insight 
about Bachmann has been pro-
vided by Frank Schaeffer, whose 
father was Francis Schaeffer, 
one of the most influential evan-
gelical Christian theologians and 
philosophers of the 1970s and 
80s and who by Michele’s own 
admission had a major impact 
on her life and politics after she 
watched Schaeffer’s film “How 
Should We Then Live?”

According to Frank Schaef-
fer, who has since renounced 
his father’s teachings and phi-
losophies, Bachmann is from the 
“fringe of the fringe’ of far right 
evangelicals, the Reconstruction-
ist Dominionist movement.

Bachmann was recently 
asked by reporter Byron York, 
“While running for Congress 
in 2006, your husband said you 
should study for a degree in tax 
law, you said you hated the idea 
but you explained that The Lord 
said Be submissive: Wives… be 
submissive to you husbands.” 

“As president would you be 
submissive to your husband?” 

Her answer was that she 
and her husband define “submis-
sion” as her loving him.  

Frank Schaeffer gives a 
deeper meaning to “submission” 
as it applies to Bachmann.  He 
says that her answer was well 
rehearsed in anticipation of that 

question. 
The truth is that she comes 

from a movement called Quiver 
full which means having unlim-
ited children, no birth control, 
home schooling, train your kids 
at home and take them out of 
public school systems.  He claims 
that she has been involved with 
this movement for over 20 years.  
The movement also espouses 
wifely submission and misogyny 
that puts the husband at the head 
of the house in the most tradition-
al sense.

Schaeffer goes on to say that 
Bachmann, Perry, Palin, George 
Bush and many others of that ilk 
in their “Christian America” are 

not patriots and hate America as 
it is today but wrap themselves in 
the American flag. 

In reality, they hate what 
America stands for today: a mul-
ticultural society that embraces 
gay people and is a homogeneous 
society that seeks to incorporate 
all races and ethnic creeds into its 
culture.  Perry recently said, “a 
black cloud hangs over America.” 

I wonder if the “Black 
Cloud” has a name.

So again if you want a per-
son such as Michele Bachmann at 
the helm of this country cast your 
vote for her and her “Christian 
America.” 

Bruce Smart
 

Coming home to Virginia after 
some R&R in Maine and Canada, 
Purple confronted a tall stack of 
newspapers describing the govern-
ment’s efforts to deal with the eco-
nomic crisis our nation faces. But 
what embroiled Congress and the 
Administration - raising the Federal 
Debt Ceiling - has little to do with 
improving the nation’s finances. It 
is only a symptom of the underlying 
illness.

The Debt Ceiling needed to 
be raised to allow the nation to pay 
for spending already approved by 
Congress. Since revenues (taxes and 
fees), also determined by Congress, 
have been inadequate to cover that 
spending, added borrowing was re-
quired. The amount needed would 
push the nation’s accumulated debt 
above the existing limit by August 
2nd. Raising the ceiling, routinely 
done for many years, has no impact 
on future spending and revenues; 
those are determined by actions of 
the Congress and the President. But 
not raising the ceiling would force 
the nation to default on its fiscal obli-
gations to creditors, miss social secu-
rity payments to citizens, and create 
turmoil in financial markets.

Unfortunately, right wing zeal-
ots in Congress saw the Debt Ceiling 
Issue as a way to force immediate 
spending cuts in programs they don’t 
like, threatening to hold the ceiling at 
its current levels until their demands 

were met. No consideration was 
given to which cuts would be least 
harmful to the struggling economy, 
and no revenue increases to help off-
set the deficit could be considered. 
Some observers likened this “take no 
prisoners” approach to extortion, be-
lieving with some logic that the Ad-
ministration would cave as the nation 
could not allow a default. Others saw 
it as partisan positioning for the 2012 
elections. 

The last minute August 2nd 
“compromise” only kicks the prob-
lem down the road. Over 10 years, 
starting on October 1st, 2011, spend-
ing cuts of $917 billion are called for. 
In addition, a select panel of Con-
gress members, six from each party, 
is charged with providing a plan for 
further reducing the deficit by $1.5 – 
1.8 trillion over that period. This plan 
would be submitted to Congress for 
an up-or-down vote, no amendments 
allowed. Failure to submit and ap-
prove such a plan would trigger mas-
sive cuts in Defense and Medicare 
spending, “poison pill” provisions 
presumably sufficiently toxic to each 
party to ensure that some plan is 
forthcoming.

After wondering why he didn’t 
stay in Canada, where it’s cooler, the 
fishing is good, and fiscal problems 
are comparatively small, Purple’s 
reaction is to blame both sides: the 
Republicans for threatening to dam-
age the nation if they can’t get their 
way, and the Democrats for a poor 
job of explaining what was at stake 

and what should be done. 
Yes, America has a major defi-

cit problem. We have lived beyond 
our means for several years, espe-
cially during 2001-2008, a period 
involving two costly wars (one un-
necessary), a new prescription drug 
entitlement, and two massive tax cuts 
favoring the affluent, followed by an 
unregulated speculative real estate 
bubble, bank failures, a stock market 
crash, and unacceptable 10% unem-
ployment. Almost every politically 
unaligned expert who has studied the 
resulting chaos believes that we must 
both cut costs, especially in health 
care entitlements, and raise revenues 
through a combination of removing 
tax deductions and adjusting rates. 

That will be politically diffi-
cult. Powerful interests will defend 
tax code provisions and spending 
programs that benefit them. And gov-
ernment has other huge unaddressed 
problems, including unemployment, 
climate change and immigration.

But government is elected to 
enact policies that are in America’s 
overall interest; our future depends 
on it. Based on the recent squabble, 
Purple is unsure whether the current 
two Parties, as they now operate, 
are capable of doing so. We may be 
coming to a period where America 
needs to give deep thought to how 
it is being governed. He hopes fer-
vently that the current Congress and 
Administration will prove those fears 
unfounded.

The Debt Ceiling “Compromise”
Purple
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WHAT WOULD TEXA$ DO?
Blue Notes
Daniel Morrow

 
No doubt about it, Rick 

Perry not only has the answers 
to all the nations economic 
ills, he has the beta site to 
prove he’s right: TEXA$

Recession?  We don’t al-
low them in Texas.  Start with 
an oil industry raking in prof-
its from those who don’t have 
one, and then have oil prices 
rise from $25 a barrel to $150.  
Don’t have an oil industry?  
Get the government off your 
back and go get one.  (See 
deregulation and fracking, be-
low) 

Housing crisis?  Not in 
Texas.  We didn’t have much 
of a housing bubble because 
our banks were very tightly 
regulated and didn’t make 
quite so many outrageous, 
predatory, money grubbing 
loans.. (Oops, forget that.  We 
hate government regulation).  
Better idea?  Pass legislation 
that will guarantee a warm cli-
mate and a cost of living low 
enough to attract immigrants 
from all the other states.  If 
Texas can do it, EVERY state 
can do it.  There are, by defini-
tion enough Americans for ev-
ery state to attract more than 
they lose.  And if not, there are 

always foreigners, except we 
don’t like them very much.

Unemployment?  Not in 
Texas.  Keep wages low and 
the population growing and 
there are plenty of minimum 
wage jobs (Texas leads the 
nation) and people desperate 
enough to take them.  That 
doesn’t mean that ALL our 
jobs our low wage.  It just 
means we have more than any-
one else. (Who do you think 
WORKS for those guys you 
used to watch on “Dallas”)

Health Insurance?  Not 
in Texas. We lead the nation 
in uninsured workers, but we 
don’t worry about it.  Why 
should we? Those who don’t 
die will move.  And no insur-
ance is cheap insurance, keep-
ing the cost of living (nasty, 
brutish and short though living 
for some may be) quite low.

Expensive Labor? Not 
here.  See unemployment 
above.  Or, if your state is fall-
ing behind the other states in 
attracting your fair share of  
the pool of mobile internal mi-
grants, move closer to an in-
ternational border.

Burdensome Regulation?  
Not in Texas.  Our industries 
prefer to self regulate, we let 

‘em, and when they do, we 
don’t have to waste tax money 
paying people to make sure 
our business people are  living 
up to their obligations, or your 
pesky health, food, safety, pu-
rity and quality standards.  

Godless scientists?  
Sometimes they can be use-
ful (check out the advantages 
of unregulated biological en-
gineering).   But that doesn’t 
mean you have to teach that 
sort of thing to your CHIL-
DREN. Growing scientists 
is not only immoral, it’s ex-
pensive and politically risky.  
That’s why we insist our pub-
lic schools give just as much 
attention  to creationism and 
intelligent design as to godless 
biology, physics, astronomy, 
and chemistry.

Schools?  Useful.  Es-
pecially for football.  On the 
negative side, however, they 
tend to cost a lot, and if one 
neighborhood gets one EV-
ERY neighborhood wants one.  
We keep our schools lean and 
mean . . . and we’re STILL 
number one in the number of 
adults without a high school 
education. 

Don’t mess with Texas.  
Its enough of a mess already.

ON THE KILLING OF OSAMA BIN LADEN
Dr. Anthony Wells

 
In a July article en-

titled, “Shoot First, Ask 
Questions Later,” two Brit-
ish barristers, Ai Naseem 
Bajwa, Queen’s Counsel, 
and Anna Morris, noted that 
“voices of disquiet” had be-
gun to emerge “about the 
state killing of an unarmed 
person in another sovereign 
state and the fact that he 
[Osama bin Laden)  would . 
. .  never stand trial for his 
alleged crimes.”

Noting that only an act 
of self defense or a reso-
lution of the UN Security 
Counsel would justify the 
use of force by one state 
on the territory of another, 
the authors insisted that the 
“US has some way to go in 
persuading the international 
legal community that kill-
ing bin Laden was a neces-
sary and proportionate act 
of self-defence and not the 
extra-judicial execution of 
their most wanted man.”

From my perspective 
the killing of Osama Bin 
Laden was absolutely justi-
fied on solid legal grounds.

 Why? 
Bin Laden in effect 

declared war on the United 
States, and proceeded to 
commit atrocities against 
this country and its Allies.  

1. He was a non-state 
player acting outside the in-
ternational order and there-
fore not entitled to any of 
the benefits of the Geneva 
Conventions or the normal 
code of international law 
embodied in the UN Con-
ventions and the Interna-
tional Criminal Court

2.  He used other nation 
states to cover his activities 
and provide sanctuary while 
using the non military in-
ternational environment to 
mask the movement of his 
operatives:

Bin Laden was, in my 
view, a new breed of inter-
national terrorist combatant 

acting outside the bounds of 
international law and com-
mitting atrocities outside the 
bounds of the conventional 
Rules of War accepted by 
most of the civilized world.

He committed criminal 
acts of a magnitude that set 
extraordinary precedents for 
a non-state player (as op-
posed to state players such as 
Adolf Hitler and his hench-
men, and the World War 
Two Japanese leadership 
that committed war crimes, 
and were subsequently tried 
for their crimes if they sur-
vived the war).

He could not be eas-
ily apprehended and or his 
international terrorism cur-
tailed except by aggressive 
means.  

As a result he opened 
himself up to being elimi-
nated as a new unprece-
dented non-state player that 
behaved as a warlike com-
batant.

The United States thus 
had every right to eliminate 
him as a threat to US nation-
al security.  He was an en-
emy, non state combatant by 
another name. His actions 
prevented him from enjoy-
ing the rights to become a 
prisoner of war or enjoy the 
rights of an international 
criminal. 

Osama Bin Laden thus, 
by his own actions, com-
pelled the application of 
an unprecedented set of a 
key ground rules to frame 
US retaliation against him, 
and other international non-
state-player extremists.

If Bin Laden had been 
detained, transported to ei-
ther Guantanamo in Cuba or 
a jail in New York City to be 
tried in the US Federal Dis-
trict Court in Manhattan, he 
would have become an in-
ternational extremist martyr. 

New York City would 
have become the target of 
all targets, the costs of the 
trial and security would 
have been enormous.

And if, like the Okla-

homa City bomber, Timothy 
McVeigh, he was sentenced 
to death and executed in 
a US federal penitentiary 
and his body left in prison 
grounds in perpetuity, the 
implications of this are self 
evident to even the most un-
tutored. 

Expediency, pragma-
tism, common sense, trade 
craft, Presidential duty, US 
law, and indeed unprec-
edented international com-
mon law derived from the 
UN Charter, combine to 
make only one decision pos-
sible – Bin Laden had to die, 
his body had to be buried at 

sea in accordance with Mos-
lem practice, and the opera-
tion had to be totally covert 
until the President decided 
to make it public. 

This, in my view, is the 
nexus of the legal decision.

Bin laden was a mass 
murderer of enormous pro-
portions and a threat to 
world peace and well being. 
This operation created an 
international common law 
precedent. What will not 
help is a recitation of the 
blindingly obvious parts of 
the UN Charter, conceived 
in an era when international 
terrorism and extremism of 

huge proportions was on no 
one’s scope.

President Obama ful-
filled his sworn constitu-
tional duty to” Support and 
Defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all 
Enemies, Foreign and Do-
mestic”.

Dr. Anthony Wells is a 
Non Practicing Barrister 
of Lincoln’s Inn.  He is the 
Chief Executive Officer of a 
US National Security Com-
pany in the Washington DC 
area that works for the US 
government. The views ex-
pressed in this article are 
solely his. 

Public libraries: Essential in Recessions
José-Marie Griffiths
Donald W. King

 
Public libraries continue to 

face deep cuts in budget, staff and 
hours as states and municipalities 
struggle with a recession that is re-
luctant to loosen its grip. 

Studies we conducted be-
tween 2004 and 2008, and then 
updated in 2010 provided abun-
dant evidence that libraries and 
the services they provide are es-
pecially important during times of 
recession. 

Our data show that every 
year over the past two decades, 
use of public libraries has in-
creased by over 2 billion visits an-
nually. 

In fact, when remote access 
to public libraries through the In-
ternet is included, the number of 
visits per capita has more than 
doubled during the same two de-
cades. 

When we looked specifi-
cally at the previous two reces-

sions, we saw that growth in visits 
to libraries as well as services they 
offered rose well above previous 
levels.

Use also remained high fol-
lowing a recovery as new and con-
tinuing users discovered the value 
of library services. 

The extensive use of librar-
ies during recessions is partially 
the result of public libraries’ ad-
justing services to fill recession-
related needs. 

It also stems from a growing 
public confidence in the trustwor-
thiness of information provided 
by libraries, the quality of services 
offered and the convenient access.

Contrary to the popular 
myth that public libraries serve 
primarily the recreational needs 
of their communities, the over-
whelming majority (over 70 per-
cent) of visits to public libraries 
are for non-recreational purposes. 

•  Nearly a quarter of adult 
visits are to address personal or 
family-related needs, such as help 

with health and wellness issues, 
personal finance, how to make or 
fix something, or to keep current 
with news or find jobs.

•  The proportion of visits 
that are job-related increased from 
3 percent in 2009 to 11 percent in 
2010. Most public libraries now 
provide access to jobs databases, 
civil-service-exam materials, soft-
ware to help create résumés, and 
other employment-related infor-
mation. They help users complete 
online job applications and offer 
helpful classes.

•  About one in eight visits is 
by a small business — and even 
some large ones — to conduct 
research and to seek information 
and support regarding legal, fi-
nancial and operational concerns. 
Public libraries have often helped 
small businesses get started.

•  Some one-third of visits 
are for educational needs — and 
not just for children doing home-
work or adults continuing their 
education. Teachers often use 

public libraries for their continued 
education or to keep up with pro-
fessional literature; they also rely 
on public libraries to prepare for 
class or lectures.

Recessions continue to 
place a burden on public libraries 
and the communities they serve. 
Without budgets for new pur-
chases, collections grow stale and 
outdated for lack of new volumes 
and updates. 

When a library closes, a user 
bears an additional burden: He or 
she winds up spending about 45 
additional minutes and more than 
$20 per visit to find and use alter-
native sources of information.

Public libraries have adapt-
ed to reduced collection purchases 
by relying heavily on interlibrary 
borrowing. Many now also have 
formal partnerships with govern-
ment agencies and industries to 
meet the growing need for access 
to government information, ser-
vices and forms, or for help under-
standing government programs.

Finally, public libraries in 
most communities have been able 
to accommodate sharp increases 
in service offerings and usage 
because of their committed and 
highly motivated staff who be-
lieve in their mission to serve the 
public.

Clearly, public libraries are 
essential to all sectors of society 
and for many different types of 
use. Do not sell this essential com-
munity resource short!

José-Marie Griffiths, an 
expert in information sciences, 
is vice president for academic af-
fairs at Bryant University. Donald 
W. King, a statistician and entre-
preneur, is an honorary university 
professor at Bryant University. 
They are leading researchers in 
information science and authors 
of 14 books, including, “A Strong 
Future for Public Library Use and 
Employment” (American Library 
Association Editions, June 2011).

The Price of Complexity
Chandler Van Voorhis

 
As the summer of re-

cord temperatures and heated 
rhetoric comes to a close, it 
is time to look beyond sound 
bites and talking points when 
it comes to the fiscal health 
of our nation.

Recently, Warren Buf-
fet called for raising taxes 
on Americans earning more 
than $1m per year and ad-
ditional taxes on those 
American’s earning more 
than $10m. Federal Income 
taxes account for 45% of all 
the revenue government re-
ceives.

So lets take Buffet’s 
suggestion to the maximum 
extreme -- confiscate the rest 
of the after tax income from 
the super rich. This would 
only add additional $186 bil-
lion and reduce our current 
year deficit from $1.5 Tril-
lion to $1.314 Trillion (still 
a big number).  So lets take 
the rest of the income from 

those earning between $1m 
and $10m. Okay that drops 
our annual deficit down by 
another $266 billion. Now 
that we have completely con-
fiscated all the income from 
those earning more than 
$1m, we still need to bor-
row well over a $1 Trillion 

dollars from other countries 
to pay for all our spending. 
Obviously, such an example 
is absurd.

Equally absurd is what is 
happening with the bottom 47% 
of wage earners (those earning 
$50K or less). Yes, nearly half 

of all taxpayers pay zero income 
taxes. Matter of fact the bottom 
40% receives income from the 
federal government, mean-
ing they receive more money 
in tax credits than they would 
otherwise be obligated to pay 
in federal income taxes. This is 
not to say they do not pay other 
taxes such as social security or 

medicare. They do. But when it 
comes to federal income taxes, 
our government’s largest source 
of income (45%), they have a 
free pass. And that is a problem 
as it creates a climate for politi-
cians pandering for votes. 

As odd as it seems, tax-

payers are turning into a minor-
ity in this country. Yet, we all 
benefit from military, justice, 
schools, roads and other infra-
structure. Everyone one should 
pay something into the system 
whether you earn $100 dollars 
or $10 million dollars. 

While we have both a rev-
enue problem and a spending 

problem, the core issue is one of 
complexity. To put this in per-
spective consider the following:

Pythagorean theorem:
24 words

Achimedes’ principle:
67 words

The Lord’s Prayer:
70 words

The Gettysburg Address
272 words

The Ten Commandments:
286 words

The Declaration of Independence: 
1,478 words

The US Constitution: 
4608 words

US Tax Code: 3,700,000+ words 

Our tax code could use 
some serious editing. So how 
about a tax code that simply 
says:

-Every person pays a flat 
25% tax on any income. 

-Every business pays a flat 
25% tax on their profits.

-All realized gains in 
stock are taxed at 25%, unless 
held for longer than a year, then 
15%. 

What would these laymen 
38 words achieve? Besides no 
headaches during tax season, 
we could turn a divisive is-
sue into a unifying one. We all 
contribute the same percent and 
nearly erase the current deficit. 
And that is without cutting any 
wasteful spending!

The Price of Complexity

Chandler Van Voorhis

As the summer of record temperatures and heated rhetoric comes to a close, it is 

time to look beyond sound bites and talking points when it comes to the fiscal 

health of our nation.

Recently, Warren Buffet called for raising taxes on Americans earning more than 

$1m per year and additional taxes on those American’s earning more than $10m. 

Federal Income taxes account for 45% of all the revenue government receives.

So lets take Buffet’s suggestion to the maximum extreme -- confiscate the rest of 

the after tax income from the super rich. This would only add additional $186 

billion and reduce our current year deficit from $1.5 Trillion to $1.314 Trillion (still 

a big number).  So lets take the rest of the income from those earning between 

$1m and $10m. Okay that drops our annual deficit down by another $266 billion. 

Now that we have completely confiscated all the income from those earning more 

than  $1m,  we  still  need  to  borrow well  over  a  $1  Trillion  dollars  from other 

countries to pay for all our spending. Obviously, such an example is absurd.

(Figures in $Thousands)
Adjusted  Gross
Income Income Tax Paid After-Tax Income 

 $100,000 under $200,000 $1,801,446,897 $212,290,589 $1,589,156,308
 $200,000 under $500,000 $905,347,402 $176,322,148 $729,025,254
 $500,000 under $1,000,000 $332,037,478 $80,458,185 $251,579,293
 $1,000,000 under $1,500,000 $130,149,237 $32,755,871 $97,393,366
 $1,500,000 under $2,000,000 $76,148,200 $19,393,235 $56,754,965
 $2,000,000 under $5,000,000 $182,986,391 $46,943,489 $136,042,902
 $5,000,000 under $10,000,000 $97,493,167 $24,617,005 $72,876,162
 $10,000,000 or more $240,133,885 $53,790,072 $186,343,813

Source:  IRS data, http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/indtaxstats/article/0,,id=96981,00.html

Equally absurd is what is happening with the bottom 47% of wage earners (those 

earning $50K or less). Yes, nearly half of all taxpayers pay zero income taxes. 

Matter of  fact  the bottom 40% receives income from the federal  government, 

meaning they receive more money in tax credits than they would otherwise be 

obligated to pay in federal income taxes. This is not to say they do not pay other 

taxes such as social security or medicare. They do. But when it comes to federal 

income taxes, our government’s largest source of income (45%), they have a 

 Source:  IRS data, http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/indtaxstats/article/0,,id=96981,00.html
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Middleburg’s comes alive 
every third saturday 

from april to december

Third Saturdays. . . 

celebration saturdays

Be reinvogorated at our charming retaurants and cafes with local flavor. Enjoy 
wine tastings or sip a latte and saunter at leisure. Learn about Middleburg’s glori-
ous history (and get filled in on who’s who). Follow our tree lined brick walkways, 
slip in and out of our wonderfully unique boutiques and galleries til 7 p.m. 

Art, Music, shopping,
Wining & Dining!

Celebrate

Meet us in MiDDleburg!

November 19     
December 17

September 17       
October 15

Hear a local singer/songwriter on 

the corner, or view exceptional art 

by  regional artist. Or enjoy a new 

Virginia red you havn’t tried yet.

You will find Celebration Saturday 

enchanting and engaging. The 

extended hours provide a great 

opportunity to meet friends 

and family 

in the village.

Sponsored By:
The Town of Middleburg • The Middleburg Business & Professional Association • Salamander Hospitality

Print Management • Home Farm • Duchessa • Loudoun Hounds • M Studio • Middleburg Eccentric

Raffle

Winner receives

Heritage Breed

Turkey from 

The Home Farm

certified organic, certified humane

fresh or frozen $150 value

Middleburg’s 4th annual

Route 50                                            West Washington Street                                                                            East Washington Street                                               Route 50

West Federal Street                                                                                                                                                East Federal Street

West Marshall Street                                                                                                                                             East Marshall Street

N
.  M

adison St.              S. M
adison St.

N
.  Pendleton St.         S. Pendleton St.

N
.  Liberty St.               S. Liberty St.

N
.  H

am
ilton St.             S. H

am
ilton St.

N
.  Jay  St.                     S. Jay St.

The Plains R
d.

Pickering St.

Middleburg
Elementary

School
Middleburg
Town Office

The Pink Box
Visitor Center

Middleburg
Community

Center

The National
Sporting Library

Middleburg
Baptist
Church

Built 1844
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Emmanuel
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Built 1842

Foxcroft R
d.

Foxcroft School’and Glenwood Park

Hill School

Notre Dame Academy
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ALDIE

For more information about the Town of Middleburg, call our tourist information center at 540-687-8888, or stop by the Pink Box at 12 N. Madison St.
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Parking

Parking
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Celebrate the  harvest Week

Market
Salamander
540-687-8011

Sponsored by
The Town of Middleburg and  The Middleburg Business &  Professional Association

Red Horse 
Tavern

540-687-6443

Red Fox
Inn

540-687-6301

Julien’s
540-687-3132

Backstreet Cafe
540-687-3122

Mello Out
540-687-8635

The French
Hound

540-687-3018

Teddy’s Pizza
540-687-8880
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Bringing together local farmers, vintners and food artisans with the area’s chefs, Celebrate the Harvest 
Week will showcase the Piedmont regions bountiful harvest.  

Restaurants in Middleburg will offer special dishes on their menus featuring fresh and local produce, 
meats, cheeses, wines and other edibles.

Goodstone Inn
(3 mi. north)
540-687-4645

Come enjoy Hunt Country’s best food and wine.

Celebrate tHe Harvest ~ Celebrate good food ~ Celebrate art

Throughout the week, restarants in Middleburg will offer special menus and 
dishes featuring fresh and local produce, meats, cheeses and wines

Make your resevations early!

Home Farm
540-687-8882

Cuppa 
Giddy Up

540-687-8122

Fox’s Den 
Tavern

540-687-4165

Middleburg



Page 16   Middleburg Eccentric    •   August 25, 2011 ~ September 22, 2011 Middleburg Eccentric   •    August 25, 2011 ~ September 22, 2011 Page 17

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Nobel 
NielseN 
shoes

 540-687-8200 
19 east WashiNgtoN st.

NNshoes1@mac.com

 FraNchetti boNd~VaNeli
ekluNd liNeNs~sebago
crockodile haNdbags

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Dorothy Suggs
Marketing Specialist

phone: 703-280-8210
cell:703-459-5490

Your unique
and exclusive
resource for

the best 
value in home 
furnishings.

$200 off your purchase of
$1000 or more for new

Customers with this Ad!

  Oriental Rugs 

Apparel

Galleries

Gold & Silver

Home & Garden

PetsFraming

Gourmet Goodies

Coming
Soon!

Coming
Soon! Coming

Soon!

Shopping

2 E. Federal Street • Middleburg
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches

Hot Chocolate
Coffee

Fabrics

Books

Come in and cool off!
We have lots of hot new 
books for every reader.

Special orders, discount program, 
author signings, book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Direct importers of Antique 
AnD semi-Antique rugs
 Cleaning • RestoRation 

appRaisals • Moth pRoofing • padding

Designers Welcome ~ We Buy olD rugs
3 South Madison Street 

Middleburg • VA 
540-687-3048

Flowers

102 W. Washington St.

Middleburg, VA

540-687-5748
www.betseyshop.com

Contemporary
Women’s
Clothing 

&
Accessories

at
Great
Prices

Callme!540-338-2223•Mobile:703-409-2600
Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

HOLLY HOOPES

“Time to stamp out
your high mortgage

interest rate!”

SUNTRUSTM
ORTGAGE

Equestrian 
Financial AdvisorsLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

Day Spas Veterinarians Fitness & Training

Fitness

• Sept. 10th Hunter Pony, 9am- 
Judge Diana Cappelanti

• Sept. 17th Hunter Horse, 9am- 
Judge Bill Moroney

• Oct 8th  Finals for Ponies, 9am- 
Dale Crittenberger

• Oct 15th  Finals for Horses, 9am
Dale Crittenberger

Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Real Estate Firms
Finance Real Estate

Horse Shows

Boarding

Calendar of Events 
4th annual

Celebrate The Harvest
Throughout the week, re-

starants in Middleburg will 
offer special menus and 

dishes featuring fresh and 
local produce, meats,

cheeses and wines.
Make your

reservations early!

Second Chapter  Books
W. Federl Street

, Sept. 7th  • all Day 
Book signing

Author Burns Robertson
“MR BURNS”

Great Middleburg 
Upperville lore

Middleburg
Business & Professional

Association
September Mixer

at 
Focus Wealth Mgt.

112 W. Washington St.
September 13th

5:30 to 7:30

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

Coming
Soon!

Comi
ng

Soon
!

ComingSoon!

Coming

Soon!

ComingSoon!

for advertising information call 540.687.3200
Celebration 

Saturday
Middleburg comes alive

every 3rd Saturday
Sept.-Dec.
Live Music

Shops & Galleries 
stay open  til 7pm

Meet Us in 
Middleburg!

Middleburg
Farmers Market

Every Saturday
Through the

end of October

Behind the Middleburg
Community Center

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Food•Drink•Inns 

Accommodations

ArchitectsRestaurants

Audio Video

Electricians

PrintingWine Tasting

Contractors

Auto Repair

Coming
Soon!

Services

2 E. Federal Street
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches
Hot Chocolate

Coffee
Hours:

Mon-Sat 7:30-5
Sun 9-5

ComingSoon!

Plumbing

Tree Service

Commonwealth of Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

E. RON POSTON
Tel. 540-687-4636 • Middleburg, VA

jarrettposton@msn.com

Antique Home
Renovation
Restoration
Remodeling

A CONSERVE VIRGINIA CORPORATION 

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Audio Video Solutions 

540-687-5117

• Multi Room Sound Systems
• Home Theater Rooms
• Flat Screen TV Mounting
• Universal Remote Controls
• Wireless Networking
• Cell Phone Repeaters

Serving Hunt Country

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

Cafe 
& Catering

Back Street

Serving Lunch and Dinner Monday - Saturday
4 East Federal Street  •  Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3122  •  bscafe@middleburg.com
�

Catering Office 540-687-3154
Weddings · Receptions · Anniversaries · Parties

Tailgates · Luncheons · Special Occasions

Hunt Country Guide

Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

Photo by Teresa Thomas
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Karen Rexrode

August is no time to access the 
beauty of your garden, or is 
it? Indeed, if any look good 
after this hot, dry summer, 

they are winners in my book. Especially 
when the south-eastern end of Loudoun 
County has watched storm after storm 
part and move south or north. Gardens 
are dusty and tired. The question I asked 
myself specifically “What perennials 
flowered in May and still look good this 
August?” Some of my favorite peren-
nials look horrible. A hail storm three 
weeks ago did not help. Peonies planted 
in less than full sun have powdery mil-
dew. Hosta and bearded iris, as a whole 
look terrible, a few exceptions can be 
noted based on variety and placement 
(and dodging hail pellets).

The good news is that August 
can still reveal some winners. My as-
sessment was made after looking at sev-
eral gardens. My conclusions are based 
solely on visual observations, ultimately 
I hoped for minimal care, maybe a little 
dead heading, but no regenerative cut-
ting back. Again a tall order.

The first winner is baptisia. Glo-
rious when in flower and foliage that 
persists like a champ. A native plant that 
prefers sun, commonly known as false 
indigo, the flowers can be blue, purple 
or yellow. I did remove seed pods, oth-
erwise no maintenance was required. It 
beat out others for one single reason, the 

beauty of its spring flowers. The breed-
ing of baptisia is hot with new hybrids 
revealed every spring. The future is 
bright for this native perennial.

Second is amsonia or blue star. 
Another native with incredible stamina. 
The flowers are pale blue and Amsonia 
‘Blue Ice’ has the bluest flowers of any 
species or hybrid. This perennial can 
easily stand as a first place winner based 
on its fall foliage (something baptisia 
lacks). Easily spotted in fall when the 
foliage turns yellow, it rivals any native 
tree for color in fall. There is no dead 
heading required and drought tolerance 
is a sure thing. Amsonia hubrichtii has 
been voted the Perennial Plant Associa-
tions perennial of the year for 2011.

Thirdly is spirea or meadow-
sweet, a shrub that can vary in height 
and bloom time. Very showy and 
drought tolerant, I prefer those with 
showy foliage like S. ‘Firelight’ or S. 
‘Lime Mound’. With these the flowers 
are just another perk. Most of the vari-
eties we see in gardens are non-native 
but there are several native species and 
I personally think this is an area that re-
mains untapped. There is plenty of room 
for ornamental hybridization using na-
tive spirea. 

There are a couple of plants that 
deserve honorable mentions. Thalic-
trum (native and non) look very good. 
Admittedly this is the first time I have 
ever considered them, but looks mean 
everything this late in the summer. 

The flowers arrive on thin stems and 
T. rochbrunianum flowers in June and 
July with purple sprays of small flow-
ers. Most references state that it should 
be planted in partial sun with moisture. 
I find it growing in full sun, with little 
moisture and still looking good.  I have 
Thalictrum dioicum in my garden, a na-
tive with small green flowers of ques-
tionable beauty in April, but the foli-

age is full and showy with no sign of 
drought stress.

Epimedium is a perennial that 
I often promote. The flowers arrive in 
April but the foliage looks great. The 
common name for epimedium is bar-
renwort which translates to a plant of 
barren places. A non-native that grows 
in part sun or shade, it beats out many 
other perennials for good looks over an 

extended period, despite the weather.
And you may want to reassess 

your garden to see what is worthy. Was 
that garden of May really worth it? Yes, 
if you choose the right plants.  

Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

When Brian Stow was 
beaten nearly to death 
in L.A. nearly five 
months ago, the outrage 

and horror were palpable across the 
country.

People shook their heads and 
asked each other what the world was 
coming to.

Random violence and 
senseless acts of cruelty are not new 
to the world, or the country, sadly. 
They happen every day, so often, in 
fact, that we’ve become almost numb 
to them.

But Brian Stow’s story 
resonated more widely and stayed 
in the public eye so much longer 
because of where it happened, and 
why: outside Dodgers’ Stadium, 
and because Stow, a Giants’ fan, had 
the temerity to where a jersey of his 
favorite team to show his support at 
their SoCal rival’s home-opener.

Yes, Brian Stow was beaten 
nearly to death because he was rooting 
for the wrong team.

He’s still in the hospital, if 
you’re keeping score at home.

The story gradually faded 
into the background, as these types 
of stories almost always do. The 
global economy was in freefall. Wars 
and revolutions rippled across the 
landscape. Politicians dickered and 
dithered. The NFL lockout ended. 
The NBA lockout began.

But this past Saturday night, 
once again in California but this 
time further north, in Brian Stow’s 
hometown of San Francisco, 
ironically, another spasm of violence 
broke out at yet another professional 
sporting event. 

This time the venue was San 
Francisco’s storied Candlestick 
Park, home of the 49ers, and site 
of a preseason game against San 

Francisco’s cross-bay rival, the 
Oakland Raiders.

This time the victim was a 
24-year-old Raiders fan who chose 
to support the Silver ad Black by 
wearing a t-shirt that read, in part, “F-
-- the Niners.”

He was shot, several times, 
according to reports, in the stomach. 
He was left in the parking lot, like so 
much trash, to die. As of this writing 
the victim was still alive. Barely. A 
“person of interest” was being sought 
by police.

One other person was shot in 
the parking lot, though his wounds are 
apparently less severe.

And several brawls broke out 
in the stands.

And, for good measure, another 
man was beaten in a restroom.

I went to high school in 
Massachusetts, where hockey is king 
and games are taken seriously. Players’ 
talents and accomplishments often 
translate into generous scholarships to 
prestigious colleges and universities.

But even there, even then, 
in high school, the viciousness and 
unpredictability of the mob was often 
on display. Too often it was parents 
who pushed too far, screaming and 
howling at opponents and officials 
alike. Enabled and energized by the 
people who should’ve known better, it 
was no wonder that students followed 
suit.

There was no violence, at least 
then, but looking back on it I’m not 
certain it was anything other than 
dumb luck that prevented it.

I coached Little League 
baseball when I lived in Ohio, and that 
was no better. I love baseball, and I 
love Little League. The Little League 
World Series, now being telecast on 
ESPN, is one of my must-see-TV-
events of the year. But too often the 
parents and coaches lost sight of what 

was supposed to be going on in front 
of them; this was a game, a diversion, 
a chance to bond with and learn from 
others, an opportunity to grow and 
become more than you were. What 
they too often made it was gladiatorial 
combat, win at all costs match-ups 
where second-place was too often 
sneered at as the first-place loser.

Nice.
College athletics, while full 

of too many feel-good stories that 
never see the light of day, is more and 
more defined by criminality, theft and 
thuggery. And that’s just the grown-
ups, the coaches and boosters and 
administrators who are supposed to 
serve as examples and mentors for 
the still-malleable young men and 
women entrusted to them.

Remember the Alabama “fan” 
that spiked the 130-year-old oak trees 
that stand on Toomer’s Corner at 
Auburn University? He was 62! Are 
you kidding me?

Over the last 18 months 
alone Auburn, Georgia Tech, LSU, 
Michigan, Ohio State, Oregon, 
UNC and USC have all either 
been sanctioned or threatened with 
sanction by the NCAA for a laundry 
list of violations.

These are supposed to be 
institutions of higher learning.

Now, people might say I’ve 
derailed, that I’ve lost my train of 
thought. What does all this have to 
do with a couple isolated incidents of 
thuggery out in California?

A lot, I’d say. 
People will tell you it’s all about 

alcohol sales at sporting events. You 
wait. They will. 

And I won’t dispute that drunk 
and stupid go together like Bonnie 
and Clyde. 

But the problem’s deeper than 
that.

The problem’s that people have 

Get It Together
7th Inning Stretch

Still Looking Good
The Plant Lady

Tom Neel

Kids, creativity and 
you!   How’s that for an 
opener?   We don’t have 
kids, but I was one once 

and certainly a part of me still is.  
Kids have wonderful imaginations.  
Do you know why?  Because they 
have so little reality to screw with 
it.

A child’s happy little brain 
is like an Easter egg hunt, always 
in a fun game of finding and 
collecting new interesting things.  
They haven’t learned about 
currency or bills or cluttered their 
developing minds with phobias 
and responsibilities.   Nope, its 
virgin territory, open to creativity.

I meet adults all the time 
though that want to be creative and 
they often tell me this with such 
desire, that it actually comes across 
as though they’ve been defeated.  
I can’t draw a straight line with a 
ruler, I can’t make a stick figure, 
I can’t find the time and the best 
one of all, I’m just not creative.  

So here’s the thing.  I usually then 
draw out of them a time when 
their creative life was zapped for 
one of responsibility.   Where the 
kid was told, often prematurely, to 
become an adult or they lost it to 
the “burden of the responsible man 
- or woman”

Here’s how it goes.  There’s 
a boy, he playing fireman.   He’s 
got the bright red fire truck, the hat 
and runs around the house making 
siren sounds.   Now ask yourself, 
is his motivation one of daring 
and community service or creative 
enthusiasm?   At say 6 years old, 
does he want to run into a burning 
house or does he like loud trucks 
with ladders and white dogs with 
black spots?  

At some point we all grow 
up and have to put out life’s fires, 
but we also often have influences 
which can suppress our creative 
desire, often with dissatisfying 
results.  The best one is being told 
about “starving artists” and never 
told about the many who live quite 

enjoyable and fruitful creative 
lives.   There are not just a few 
you know?  There are hundreds of 
thousands of professionals and they 
don’t just paint, they make movies, 
create websites, design clothing 
and houses.   They dance, they 
sing, are musicians or are creative 
thinkers.  Past that, there are many 
that just want to be creative.    

Yet it’s interesting how 
many gifted people I meet, often 
very educated, but also creatively 
unhappy.   Creativity is all about 
freedom of the mind.   It’s the 
freedom to explore and really 
about the only place left without 
rules, regulations, compliance 
and oversight.   This is one of 
creativity’s most shinning reasons 
to exist and I’ve proven time and 
time again to those that don’t think 
they have it, that they indeed do 
in some form or level.   But it has 
either been suppressed or now 
buried in responsibility. 

Creativity is also not like an 
on off switch.   It’s like anything 

learned.  It takes enthusiasm, which 
kids have boat loads of and it also 
takes practice.   Use it or loose it.  
But it also takes understanding of 
self expression.   You may think 
you want to draw, but baby you 
really need to dance!  Or sculpt or 
write, but the important thing is not 
to suppress it and then to explore it.  
In short some have fun.  

Adults by their very grown 
up nature are results driven.   We 
can’t help it, we’ve become 
responsible and I am certainly not 
implying that responsibility is a 
bad thing.  That would be missing 
the point entirely.  I am saying that 
you need to allow yourself to turn 
that off to have a little fun.   Our 
grown up nature to be too results 
driven can set us up for failure 
in leaning new things, especially 
creative ones.   We become carrot 
and stick driven over smile driven.  
Having something make you smile 
can be quite a carrot.

So using something like 
drawing as an example, think how 

long it took you to learn how to use 
a pencil.   Don’t think a few days.  
You started very young making 
a mess with it and having a blast.  
Then a teacher taught you how 
to draw ... I mean write.   Big A, 
little a, big B, little b and so on.  
Get it? All that is, is drawing.  It’s 
straight and curvy lines placed in 
understandable positions.   It took 
you much longer than you think 
and yet I see people take one 
painting class, using a paint brush, 
which is hundreds of times harder 
to use then a pencil and come out 
saying, I found I wasn’t creative.  
What?  Give yourself a break with 
new things, let it be fun first and if 
you have kids and really want to be 
creative yourself, take lessons from 
them.  They know how to make it 
fun and they’ll be happy you joined 
them.

Live An Artful Life, Tom

www.ThomasNeel.com

The Artist’s Perspective

Gallery Introduces 
Equestrian Watch 
Line

Live An Artful Life® 
in The Plains, VA has 
introduced a new line 
of equestrian inspired 

watches created by the Swiss 
company Catena.  In a classic 
horseshoe design, these watches 
embody the equestrian lifestyle. 

Catena, makers of fine 
timepieces since 1947, combines 
Swiss craftsmanship and artistry 
with the latest technology to 
design a collection of truly 
unique equestrian timepieces.  
The company uses the best 
quality stainless steel materials 
and 18K gold plating for the duo 
tone cases to create the unique 
horseshoe model.  The watches 
are available in many different 
dial finishes including a range 
of colored Mother of Pearl 
and silver guilloché.  Options 

also include diamonds starting 
with a diamond in each of the 
indentations where a nail would 
be set on a horseshoe.   In keeping 
with the Swiss quality each 
timepiece has a scratch resistant 
sapphire crystal.

 
Catena actively supports 

equestrian competitions and 
events by awarding timepieces 
to most valuable players and 
high performance riders.  Their 
generosity was seen this year at 
the Capital Care Annual Polo 
Cup at Great Meadow where the 
company provided 5 horseshoe 
timepieces to the winning team.  
The company also presented the 
Catena Leading Grand Prix Rider 
Award  at the HITS Desert Circuit 
in March of this year. 

to raise money that we could do-
nate to cancer patients in need. 
After researching available op-
portunities, we were very happy 
to discover that the Piedmont 
Community Foundation offered 
exactly what we were looking for 
to establish a permanent endow-
ment. We set up an Acorn Fund 
and within 14 months it matured 
into a permanent endowment.”    

  The newest PCF fund is 
the Sanders-Oscanyan Memorial 
Fund to benefit Loudoun ENDe-
pendence which assists people 
with disabilities for independent 
living in Loudoun County.   The 
donors were moving from our 
area but wanted to have an on-
going legacy of support for their 
special cause.

  Matching funds are also 
part of PCF.  The Willowcroft 
Science Endowment currently 
has an open match challenge of 
$20,000 in support of science 
scholarships at the Loudoun 
County Public Schools Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair. 

   Community grant capac-
ity increases with support for 
any fund.  If you are consider-
ing becoming a donor to realize 
your impact and legacy for our 
community, please contact PCF 
at 540-687-5223 or email info@
piedmontcf.org

PCF Grants
Continued From Page 9

forgotten what we were all supposed 
to learn back on sandlots, in Little 
League, on soccer fields, in swimming 
pools, wherever we got our first taste 
of sports of any kind.

It was supposed to be fun. It was 
supposed to bring people together. It 
was supposed to provide an escape 
from the uglier world around us.

But somehow the ugly’s gotten 

in, into the very heart of it.
And now people are trying to 

kill each other.
Over games.
So clean it up. Remember 

what’s at stake.
Or someone’s going to take 

their ball and go home.
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Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
May 
12th

Deadline
for

May
26th

Issue

540.687.3200

  

Model &
Sales Office

Open Sat/Sun
& HolidayS
12 pm - 5 pm

S T E E P L E C H A S E  R U N 
L u x u r y  L i v i n g  i n  t h e  H e a r t  o f  H o r s e  C o u n t r y 

Rt. 50 West to Middleburg 
to Right on North Jay St., 2 
blocks to Model Home 
on Right - 111 N. Jay St.

Sales and Marketing by
    The Matt Shepard Group
    Keller Williams Realty
    703 403-4003
    703 786-4111
    www.CityToSeaRealEstate.com

Builder Pays $6,000 Closing Costs 
for a limited time only 

From $479,900
•  19 10 Estate Town Homes Left
•  3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths
•  Gourmet Kitchens
•  3 Finished Levels
•  1 & 2 Car Garages
•  Stone & Hardy Plank Siding

Visit our website for Homesites, Floor Plan & Features:
www.BatalHomes.com

only 6  

HomeS left!t
t
t
t

tt

Kentucky native, 
Jon Carloftis, 
began  his 
23-year career 
in gardening 
far from home 
in New York 
City where he 
became one 
of America’s pioneers in rooftop/
small space gardening.
 
A few of Jon’s recognizable clients—
The Lauder family (of Estee Lauder 
fame); actors Julianne Moore, 
Mike Myers, and Edward Norton; 
producer Jerry Bruckheimer and 
wife Linda Bruckheimer. 
  
Jon’s garden designs and editorials 
have been featured repeatedly in 
Architectural Digest, Garden & Gun, 
Garden Rooms, House Beautiful, 
Martha Stewart Living, among 
other premier publications. Jon has 
appeared on The Style Channel; The 
Home and Garden (HGTV) ABC’s 
Good Morning, America; and Martha 
Stewart.  
 
Jon has written a wide variety 
of garden books: First a Garden 
(published 2005); Beyond the 
Windowsill (published 2007); 
Beautiful Gardens of Kentucky 
(published 2010); and The Container 
Look-Book (published 2010).
 
In 2010, Jon was selected by 
Alltech and the Governor of 
Kentucky to design and install the 
Alltech Experience and Kentucky 
Experience gardens, to be featured 
at the 2010 Alltech FEI World 
Equestrian Games in Lexington, 
Kentucky.  

Visit www.joncarloftis.com for more 
information.  

Piedmont Garden Club
presents

JON CARLOFTIS 
Award-winning garden designer and author

Number of guests for Lecture and Lunch _______  x  $65 per ticket.
Amount enclosed:  $_____________ 
Make check payable to “Piedmont Garden Club”

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email  (Your reservation will be confirmed by email) ___________________________________________________________

Mail to:
Piedmont Garden Club
P.O. Box 33
The Plains, VA 20198

Reserve now!

Lecture and Lunch
Tuesday, September 13, 2011

11:00 a.m.
Middleburg Community Center

300 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA 20118

 For more info, call Margaret Littleton (540) 687-6246
Deadline for reservations: September 6, 2011

About Jon

“Putting Style 
Garden”in the

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Middleburg’s 5th annual Sidewalk Sale
Middleburg, VA -August 5th thru august 7th, 2011
Photos by Ian Couzens

Timmie JaneWiley ‘waggHighcliffe Clothiers

The Tack boxTeddy’s PizzaSalamander Touch

Faces & Places

Backstreet Café

Union bank
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Faces & Places
Saratoga 2011
Saratoga Springs, NY 
Ann MacLeod, Correspondent

Len Shapiro and Ann MacLeodAt the Marion duPont Scott Equine Center cocktail party in Saratoga, Shelley Duke, Peggy Steinman, 
Virginia Tech President Charles Stefer and Ann MacLeod

Taylor Shapiro back at the barn after morning gallops

Sharon MaloneyTwenty-four years after winning the Sword Dancer Invitational at Belmont Park with Theatrical, owners Bertram 
and Diana Firestone were in the Saratoga winner’s circle after Winchester, a son of Theatrical, and ridden by Corne-
lio H. Velasquez won Saturday’s Grade 1, $500,000 Sword Dancer Invitational. Photo Credit: NYRA, Adam Coglianese

Barbara Graham and Ann MacLeod

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• General Contractors • New Construction & Renovation 

• Excavation • Electrical & Painting Services 

540 /723-0585
www.KEEConstruct ion . com

What Can We Do For You?

TVBA PArADe oF Homes Winner
2009 - New Home Construction: Estate Division & Realtor’s Choice

2008 - New Home Construction 
2007 -  Renovat ion 

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to:
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our September Mixer

Tuesday, September 13
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Focus Wealth Management

112 W. Washington Street, Suite 210

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz
to bring you up-to-date

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

 Caroline and Dunn Fout

Gordie Keys and Randy Rouse
UNION RAGS FINDS RICHES IN THREE CHIMNEYS SARATOGA SPECIAL
Mrs. Phyllis M. Wyeth of Chadds Ford Stable, owner of Union Rags, receiving the $200,000 Fasig-Tipton NYRA Juvenile 
Jackpot Bonus from NYRA EVP and COO Hal Handel. Photo Credit NYRA, Adam Coglianese.
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Stop In for  
Something 
Yummy !

Mello Out
 2 East Federal St.

Middleburg, VA
540.687.8635

7:30 am to 5 pm Mon. thru Sat.
10 am to 5 pm Sun.

Gates Open at 6:30 pm  
  $30 per Carload

5089 Old Tavern Road, The Plains VA 
 (540) 253-5000

www.greatmeadow.org

    Ooooo!
Who’s that cute
  Polo Player?

    Well, 
 he’ll sleep 
   tonight.

 This is so fun!
I could stay up
  all night!!

...It’s more than Polo!

D E S I G N  D O N AT E D  B Y  T I M  K E N N E Y  M A R K E T I N G

M AY 2 1 S T  O P E N I N G  N I G H T

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Twilight Polo 2011 Middleburg Eccentric copy.pdf   1   4/20/11   9:40 PM

100 east washington street ~ 540.687.8898 

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

22 E. Washington Street
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8050

13 E. Washington Street
Middleburg, VA

540-687-8050

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Draisey 
insurance 
aGency
Post Office Box 1348
Middleburg, Virginia 20118
703-431-1730
888-752-9111 (toll free)
E-Fax: 877-761-0946
Paul@DraiseyInsurance.com

Paul C. Draisey
cic, cbia

ProtectinG your 
ProPerty, assets, anD Dreams

Auto • Home • Life • Specialty Vehicles
Complete Business Coverages

Workers Compensation • Bonds

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS Ronald D. Jackson, DDS 

Discover a different kind of dental experience...comfort, understanding and 35 
years of expertise come together to give you the highest quality oral health care 
and a beautiful smile. Whether it’s implants, teeth whitening, orthodontics, sleep 
apnea, cosmetic or general dentistry, our experienced dental team is prepared 
and happy to meet your needs. Utilizing state of the art technology and materials 
ranging from digital x-rays, digital impressions, advanced oral cancer screening 
to email and text appointment reminders, we are able to deliver the excellent 
results in the smoothest, most efficient way. Call and you’ll know you’ve found 
the right place.

www.MiddleburgSmiles.com
204 East Federal Street 

PO Box 386 • Middleburg, VA 20118
Phone: 540-687-6363 • Fax: 540-687-6733

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS, PC

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

accredited fellow

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

member

Hunt Country Counseling, llC
Kathryn L. Vieweg, lPC 

Counseling Individuals, Groups,
Adolescents, Adults & Seniors

Depression, Anxiety, 
Bereavement, Relationships

14 South Madison
Middleburg, VA 20118 

1760 Reston Prky, Suite 212
Reston, VA 20190 

Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
Magellan, Aetna, BCBS-Anthem,Carefirst,NCPPO, EAPS,

Mastercard & Visa accepted

(540) 287-8844

FOR RENT
FREE STANDING

WORKSHOPS

375 sq. ft. +/-

corner Sam Fred Rd & Rt. 50

$250 per month

plus electric

Call: 540-687-3200
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info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Hickory Hill
Millwood, Virginia

“Hickory Hill,” prime Clarke County loca-
tion, brick/stucco main house restored in
2003, excellent condition, 2-3 bedrooms, 2
1/2 baths, 2 fireplaces, beautiful floors, well
proportioned rooms, gourmet kitchen.
Charming guest house also restored, 2 out-
buildings. 16.12 acres, 2 recorded parcels,
hilltop setting with mountain views.
$695,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

New Mountain Road
Aldie, Virginia

Almost 2 acres in a peaceful setting on New
Mountain Road in Aldie. Well cared for 2
bedroom home with extensive landscaping
and patio area overlooking private pond
with waterfall & outdoor entertaining space
with grill and fire pit. Half of the lot is open
and completely fenced for dogs. $425,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Potts Mill Road
Middleburg, Virginia

Brick county home on one level with 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage, and 1 fireplace
on 3.17 acres, east of town. Property
includes carriage shed for tools and run-in
shed that could be converted to barn.
Lovely mature landscaping. Property shows
well. $645,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia

Stunning home on 8+ acres near Warrenton.
Perfect first floor master overlooking stately
pool and plantings. Gourmet kitchen, sepa-
rate dining room, library, family room. Two
private bedroom suites with baths on lower
level with large entertainment center, wet
bar and sitting room. 4 fireplaces, 3-car
garage. Warrenton Hunt. $797,000.
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Pohick Farm
Delaplane, Virginia

464 acres surround this unparalleled pastoral
hill-top setting with private postcard valley views
of Cobbler Mountains. This one of a kind property
recorded in 4 lots is just 2 miles from Route 66.
The custom built 4 bedroom main residence was
built in 1992 on the original homesite and has a
pool, pool house and rental dependency. Working
farm buildings and rustic cottage are separate
from the main house. There are 3 creeks & one 1
acre pond which makes the property ideal for
horses, cattle, hay or vineyard. $6,850,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Hidden Brook Farm
Unison, Virginia

25 acre horse property. Home was completely
renovated from top to bottom in 2003. Bright
open floor plan with 1st floor bedroom, pine
floors, well proportioned rooms, 2 fireplaces
and pool. Entire property is fully fenced, 16
stall stable with apartment, feed room, tack
room and 2 bay garage. Lighted stone dust
arena and great ride out. Manageable
property for the amateur or professional.
$1,750,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia

The house has been completely redesigned
and reconstructed with material selections
which include exposed beams on the entire
main level, solid mahogany doors and win-
dows, imported antique fireplaces and spec-
tacular floors of re-claimed choice hard-
woods and the stately limestone foyer. The
construction of this home exceeds the
expectations of the most discerning buyer.
$5,400,000.
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Mistral
Upperville, Virginia

French country home on 28 acres. Well-
designed for gracious entertaining and first floor
living. Large formal living room opens to a
covered porch, terrace and gardens overlooking
the spring fed pond. Kitchen includes a wood
burning fireplace and den leading to the indoor
heated pool. First floor master suite includes in-
home office while 3 additional bedrooms are
offered on the second floor. The tree lined
driveway, mature gardens and stunning views to
the southwest create a lovely setting. $2,390,000.
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Moreland Road
Delaplane, Virginia

Custom built log home, built in 2005, 3
bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 1 fireplace, vaulted
ceilings, hardwood floors, exposed logs and
beam interior, attached 2 car garage with
office above. Elevated lot with mountain
views. 8.24 acres, room for horses, private
but easy access to Rt. 66. $663,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Windridge
Hamilton, Virginia

Georgeous top-of-the-line 5 bedroom, 5 bath
home on 16.6 acres near Canby Road in
Loudoun West Hunt. Open floor plan. First
floor master. Front and back porches (one
screened) capture views. Also used as income
producing vacation rental. $885,000.
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Little River Lane
The Plains, Virginia

10 acres in excellent Fauquier County location.
Property improved by brick garage with
apartment (needs to be finished), septic and
well installed, all utilities to building.
Winding driveway by two ponds leads to
house site. Private yet easy access to
Middleburg and The Plains. $599,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Patrickswell
Middleburg, Virginia

Estate consisting of 264 acres in Orange
County Hunt with mountain views in every
direction. Manicured farm with mostly open
and gently rolling acreage. Main house was
built of stone construction with four bedrooms,
four full baths, two half baths, an in-law suite
and four fireplaces. Improvements include
pool, tennis court, 20 stall center aisle stable,
office, tack, 2 wash stalls with 1/16 mile
indoor track, and 2 bedroom guest house.
$10,500,000.
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

16 South Madison Street  Middleburg, Virginia 
540-687-5633

www.highcliffeclothiers.com  customtailor@aol.com

Zip it!!!

Vespa Mug

VW Mug

NorWich terrier Mug

BarBour’s reVolutioNary storM Zip sWeater

100% Merino Wool  • Water Proof • Wind Proof • Breathable 

LodenNavy

cial isolation in Lexington’s 
strict Presbyterian society, 
Sally Campbell Preston Mc-
Dowell had fallen in love.  
The man she loved, loved 
her, and had asked her to 
marry him.

Courtship, much less a 
second marriage, was diffi-
cult for a divorced woman 
in mid-19th century Virgin-
ia, both legally and socially.  

For Sally and her be-
loved, it was also a reli-
gious nightmare.  

Her fiancée, John Mill-
er, by all accounts a good 
man of great personal cour-
age, was a minister. Indeed, 
both she and he were devout 
southern Presbyterians.

Under church law, 
Sally’s divorce meant that 
she could only remarry un-
der one condition: evidence 
would have to be produced 
to prove, incontrovertibly, 
that Cadet Tom Blackburn’s 
uncle, the former Governor 
of Maryland, had been un-
faithful to her before he had 
filed for divorce. 

John Miller was re-
duced to courting Sally al-
most entirely by mail. One 
of his friends was moved 
to advise him in words that 
over a century later would 
become the title of their 
published love letters, “If 
you love that lady, don’t 
marry her.”

Thus, from Sally’s 
perspective, January 1854 
was an especially bad time 
for a murder (or anything 
else) that might lead anyone 
to feel sorry for poor Tom 
Blackburn’s uncle Frank.

Sally McDowell had 
known her former husband’s 
nephew since Cadet Black-
burn was a child.  

She knew and was, by 
all accounts, very fond of 
Tom’s parents.

Tom’s mother had, in 
fact, cared for her and given 
her shelter while she recov-

ered from what Sally insist-
ed was a miscarriage and 
what her estranged husband 
insisted was an abortion.

Sally would also have 
noted with more than pass-
ing interest young Tom’s ar-
rival at VMI in the fall of 
1850. 

She could not have 
missed hearing about her 
erstwhile nephew’s adven-
tures at VMI in the years 
that followed, especially 
in a town whose free white 
population numbered barely 
more than 1,100 souls.

She may also have no-
ticed his arrival at church on 
the night he was killed: tall, 
blond and handsome, wear-
ing the dress-blue “walking 
out” uniform coat reserved 
for senior cadets, with none 
other than Reverend George 
Junkin’s 19-year-old daugh-
ter, Julia, on his arm.  

Perhaps she also noted 
Blackburn’s early depar-
ture, accompanied by an-
other singularly handsome 
young man, with a none-
too-savory reputation of his 
own.

His name was Charles 
Burks Christian

Christian, one of 
Judge John White Brocken-
brough’s bright young law 
students, had intercepted 
Blackburn and Julia Junkin 
the moment they entered the 
vestibule of the Presbyte-
rian Church.

Witnesses would re-
member Christian tapping 
Blackburn on the shoulder, 
and asking, politely, if he 
might  “have a word  .  .  . 
outside.”

Blackburn obliged.
Leaving Julia Rush 

Millers Junkin in the care 
of her friends and family in 
the sanctuary, he turned and 
walked out the church, into 
the dark, to die.

To be continued

Blackburn
Continued From Page 4

resumed construction on the long-
delayed Salamander Inn and Spa on 
the north edge of Middleburg, Town 
Administrator Semmes reported 
that, to the best of her knowledge, 
they had not.  

Mayor Davis confirmed re-
ports that the Inn’s partially com-
pleted structures had experienced 
what she termed “major leaks” and 
that work would begin to replace 
“defective windows” at “any time.”  

Semmes told Council that 
Salamander was still talking about 
resuming construction before the 
end of the year. Reports, uncon-
firmed at press time, anticipate a 
possible Spring, 2013, opening.

Water Treatment

The Virginia Department of 
Health conducted an inspection of 
the Town’s new water treatment 
plant, funded by Salamander prof-
fers.

According to Town Adminis-
trator Semmes, “everything looked 
good” and that only one more test 
of the purity of water stored in the 
system’s new storage tank remained 
before the town received its first op-
erating certificate

Semmes also noted that the 
operating certificate would be is-
sued in the Town’s name, rather 
than Salamander’s.  

The property has at last, been 
recorded in the Town’s name, she 
said.  The Town now, officially, 
owns it.  

Semmes reported that the 
new wastewater treatment plant was 
going through a permit renewal pro-
cess.  

The Department of Environ-
mental Quality, she said, was, as 
legally required,  advertising the 
permit renewal and soliciting public 
comment for thirty days.  

Banning Trucks on The Plains 
Road

At its July 28 work session 
Council adopted a resolution to 
request the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board to examine restrict-
ing through tractor trailers on The 
Plains Road  

Drivers of the heavy 
18-wheelers appear to have been 
using the narrow, two-lane country 
road as an easy short cut to Route 50 
from the south.

Bank Signature Card Anomaly

At some point during  Town 
Treasurer Debbie Wheeler’s recent 
medical leave of absence, the town 
discovered that long-departed for-
mer Mayors, Vice Mayors, Trea-
surers and Town Administrators 
remained on record as authorized 
signatories on the Town’s checking 
account.

Council immediately resolved 
that, henceforth, only the current 
Mayor, Vice Mayor, Town Admin-
istrator and Town Treasurer would 
carried on the bank’s signature card 

and allowed to sign checks.  
The Town Clerk was ordered 

to set up a tickler file that, in July of 
election years, would remind staff 
to make sure the signature card was 
revised appropriately.

Colandreania

In response to a question by 
Vice Mayor Kirk on the the town’s 
insurance options covering legal 
costs incurred during the more-than-
a-decade=long adjudication of a se-
ries of zoning,  land use, and other 
issues between the Town and the 
Colandrea family,  Town Admin-
istrator Semmes reported, happily,  
that the Town had land-use insur-
ance coverage through the Virginia 
Municipal League (VML).

Semmes said that she had 
contacted the League to determine 
precisely the Town’s coverage and 
exposure, and discovered that the 
town had been covered for land use 
issues since 2000.  

Several of the Colandrea 
cases, she noted, occurred after that 
date and VML she said, was in the 
process of determining whether the 
Town was covered by VML for 
those cases.

A closed session to discuss 
legal matters was held immediately 
following the regular August ses-
sion of Town Council.

Town Council
Continued From Page 5

News of Note

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 
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Chandler Van Voorhis

Water has played a 
critical role in the 
formation of the 
United States.  As 

President Theodore Roosevelt 
stated 100 years ago, in the 
first ever White House Confer-
ence on Conservation, “It was 
in Philadelphia that the repre-
sentatives of all the States met 
for what was in its original 
conception merely a waterways 
conference; but when they had 
closed their deliberations the 
outcome was the Constitution 
which made the States into a 
Nation. The Constitution of the 
United States thus grew in large 
part out the necessity for united 
actions in the wise use of one 
of our natural resources.”

The notion of steward-
ship is a concept reaching deep 
into the annals of our history. 
Thomas Jefferson penned a 
famous letter to Madison two 
hundred years ago where he 
stated “I set out on this ground 
which I suppose to be self evi-
dent, ‘that the earth belongs in 
usufruct to the living,’ that the 
dead have neither powers nor 
rights over it.” 

The concept of “usufruct” 
dates to Roman law. It simply 
means “a legal right of using 
and enjoying the fruits or prof-
its of something belonging to 
another.” Jefferson believed 
in the sovereignty of the pres-
ent generation. But sovereignty 
was tied to a responsibility that 

the present generation has to 
the future generations to whom 
the earth belongs.

To truly accept an obliga-
tion to the future requires a per-
son to pursue a land ethic borne 
not out of the role of conquer-
or, but rather of trustee. Heal-
ing and restoration are being 
fostered by the emergence of 
ecosystem markets. The notion 
is simple. Whether it is paying 
a landowner to plant trees to 
sequester carbon or paying the 
landowner to restore riparian 
edges along Goose Creek, we 
learn to put a price on our clean 
air and our clean water.  

Restoration is only start-
ing to be integrated into the 
economic value system. With 
a price, it has value. As the li-
abilities of a dwindling supply 
of land and natural resources 
base increase, value and price 
are being assigned more and 
more to what has been consid-
ered to this point a “free” ex-
ternality.

Theodore Roosevelt 
rightfully concluded, that our 
“resources are the final basis of 
national power and perpetuity” 
and that “it is safe to say that 
the prosperity of our people 
depends directly on the energy 
and intelligence with which our 
natural resources are used.” 
Roosevelt went on to say that 
George “Washington clearly 
saw that the perpetuity of the 
States could only be secured by 

u n i o n , 
and that 
the only 
feasible 
basis of 
u n i o n 
was an 
econom-
ic one; 
in other 
w o r d s , 
that it 
must be 
based on the development and 
use of their natural resources.”

We stand at a confluence 
in American history where we 
can create a more purposeful 
and natural capitalism.  Con-
servation and restoration are 
best achieved when landown-
ers, government and the mar-
kets create a partnership that 
enables better land manage-
ment.  It is through this part-
nership that we build equity in 
our land and in our neighbor. 

The benefit is a result that 
ripples over time.  A restored 
acre of ground will have a mul-
tiplier effect, a positive oppor-
tunity cost, in its impact down-
stream in sustaining water, soil, 
and air for space beyond the 
acres themselves. It is the sea-
son and the time for renewal.

Chandler Van Voorhis is 
Managing Partner of C2I, LLC 
in Middleburg, a member of the 
Outdoor Writers Association 
of America and serves on the 
board of the Goose Creek As-
sociation.

The Greenest Kilowatt is the one never produced!

Energy Efficiency ----- Renewable Energy ------ Dark Sky Friendly

The Clean Power Foundation of Middleburg is proud to be 
helping the communities of The Plains and Middleburg to become 

more energy efficient and dark sky friendly.

Join us!

www.cleanpowerfoundation.net

To Learn More, Call  Jerry Van Voorhis
540-687-8943

Village Green

Richard A. Engberg

In my previous column, I 
discussed the water fur-
nished by Fairfax Water 
to Loudoun Water and the 

complex treatment that the wa-
ter receives to become safe for 
human consumption.  We know 
intuitively that the raw water 
from the Potomac River is not 
safe for drinking until it under-
goes treatment.  Not only does 
raw water of the Potomac and 
other surface water sources of 
drinking water receive animal 
waste (and, perhaps, human 
waste as well), but it also re-
ceives snowmelt runoff from 
salted  streets, and runoff from 
fertilizer and pesticide treated 
fields among many other nasty 
things. Treatment is absolutely 
necessary to remove these nas-
ties.

More recently I have seen 
articles about how some locali-
ties in the U. S. and elsewhere 
(for example, Singapore) have 
the technology in place to treat 
sewage water and make it safe 
for human consumption.  In 
a recent survey in the U. S., 
about 60 percent of people 
questioned indicated that con-
sidering the source (sewage), 
they would refuse to drink such 
water, a major “yuck” factor.

But wait!  Do you think it 
can’t get worse? 

Yes, it can!

 In a recently published 
book, The Big Thirst, Author 
Charles Fishman suggests 
that we are drinking dinosaur 
pee because the molecules of 
the water of today have been 
around for several hundred mil-
lion years because “no water is 
being created or destroyed on 
Earth.”

So are we really drinking 
dinosaur pee, even treated di-
nosaur pee?  

 Let’s examine the ques-
tion a bit more closely.  In a 
recent blog commenting on this 
somewhat far-fetched question, 
Michael Campana, President of 
the American Water Resources 
Association, says “Yes and 
no.”  He goes on to say that if 
we accept the statement that we 
are drinking dinosaur pee, we 
must believe two critical ele-
ments, first, that the amount of 
water in the hydrologic cycle 
has remained constant since the 
era of the dinosaurs as Fishman 
states, and second, that water 
molecules last forever.

Personally, Campana be-
lieves the first element is true, 
but rejects the second.  Wa-
ter molecules are continually 
changing.  Chemical, physical, 
and biological reactions con-
tinually break down (the chem-
ical term is dissociate) water 
into its  components, oxygen 
and hydrogen, and when this 
happens it is not water any-

more even though the elements 
eventually recombine back into 
water.

So why does Campana 
answer the question, “Yes and 
no?”  It depends on your in-
dividual point of view.  If you 
acknowledge that the hydrogen 
and oxygen atoms are exactly 
the same even though they may 
break down and then recom-
bine, the answer is YES.  If, 
like Campana, you believe that 
the process of breaking down 
and recombining of water 
molecules has occurred many 
(thousands, millions?) times, 
and that the water has under-
gone many changes, the answer 
is NO.

This is neither a question 
that I’ve thought about exces-
sively nor lost sleep over since 
reading Fishman’s comments 
and Campana’s discussion.  
You shouldn’t either.  But hum-
mm, since I live in Virginia and 
because George Washington 
lived here, well,… now now.

Are We Drinking Dinosaur Pee?
Waterworld

A Creek Runs Through Us 

BRING IN THE PONIES&WINE!

WINE FESTIVAL
AT THE PLAINS™

SEPTEMBER 10-11
250 Virginia Wines
Fine Art, Fancy Food
and World-Class Polo
at Great Meadow

   www.WineFestivalatThePlains.com

Featuring the 25th annual 
Commonwealth Cup of Polo

The US Military Polo Team takes on the 
UK Military Polo Team. Come cheer on 

the Americans (or the Brits)!
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A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Friends for Life

 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
Got Mice? 

Feline Mice-Patrol Officers  
Looking for employment with housing included !  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middleburg Humane, along with all other shelters have many 
wonderful/healthy and loving kitties that need homes. 

If you have room in your heart, home, garage or barn  
please save a life & adopt a kitten or adult kitty. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP : 
 Donate canned and dry cat food 

 Adopt a cat or kitten. Ask about our buddy program 
 Spay/neuter your feline friends 

 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

mhfdtn@earthlink.net  (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 

www.middleburghumane.com 

Blackberry  is a 8-10 yr. 
old gorgeous Saddlebred 

who was recently rescued.  
Now a healthy loving boy, 
who is looking to be your 

horse's companion, or your 
new project horse! 

Toby is a sweet Dachsund 
mix who gets along with 

dogs & cats, but will need  
a home without small  

children. He takes time  
to warm up to new people 
but once he does he wants 

to be your best buddy.  

Elliot a 3 yr. Lab/Hound mix is 
seeking an active home with other 
dog friends He is house trained 

and is very social with other dogs. 
as well. Elliot needs a home with 

lots of exercise & no cats! 

Socks A small stocky 1 yr. old 
Dachshund mix seeks a quiet 
home with another companion 

dog.  His pastimes include  
playing with his buds, chasing  

butterflies & snacking! 

Pebbles & Annie  
Pebbles an 8 yr. old Shet-
land Pony mare gave birth 

to Annie on 3/25/11.  Annie 
will need to be weaned 

soon. She will be med.–lg. 
pony when she grows up 
since her daddy was a 

horse! They need a very 
experienced home to con-
tinue their daily training. 

Patricia is a very social & healthy 
female Emu who is in need of a 
home. Patricia was a stray who 

was recently rescued. She would 
like to live with another Emu or 

other livestock on a farm. 

MHF’s 13th Annual 
Used Horse Blanket & Equipment Sale 

Saturday & Sunday, October 8th & 9th 
10am-4pm Rain or Shine 

4094 Whiting Road 
Marshall, VA 20115 

Gunner was rescued with 10 
starving dogs. He is a med. 

Spaniel mix who is energetic, 
affectionate & gets along well 
with other dogs. Gunner will 

need a secure fenced in yard.  

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Milo, the beautiful white 
Boxer and Ameri-
can Bulldog mix who 
gazed out intently at 

the door of The Aldie Peddler for 
many years, recently succumbed 
to old age and infirmity.  His close 
family, Wally, Terry, Buster and 
Sadie, are devastated.  Customers 
and passers by who loved him too 
will miss his intelligent, caring 
and gentle ways.

“He was feeling good until 
about a month before he became 
seriously ill,” said Terry Cotton, 
who adopted Milo with his busi-
ness partner, Wally Lunceford in 
the spring of 2000. 

“Milo knew he wasn’t 
well,” Terry continued.  “Our vet 
was taking excellent care of him, 
and we did everything we could 
do, but near the end, he stopped 
eating and made it clear he just 
wanted to wander off.  He was 
tired. He knew it was time to go.”

“Milo was such a love,” 
Wally added, choking back tears.  
“We rescue white boxers specifi-
cally, but we’ve never had a dog 
like Milo.  His smile was the big-
gest I’ve ever known, and he nev-
er did anything bad. He took ex-
cellent care of all our dogs while 
he was here, and he provided su-
perb friendly and loving service 
to our customers.”

Many rescuers know to call 
Wally and Terry if a white boxer 
needs a home.  It was Kristen 
Hess who introduced them to 
Milo.  Kristen was fostering him 
and had seen Murphy, one of their 
white Boxers, in the doorway of 
their shop as she drove through 
Aldie. 

“He wasn’t on a leash when 
she brought him to us,” Terry ex-
plained.  “We took him to the back 
of the shop and he acted very re-
served, even aloof.  He was very 
serious, not just a happy-go-lucky 
guy.  He had the biggest brown 
eyes and an incredibly direct 
stare.  We learned that he told you 
everything he was thinking when 
you stared into those beautiful 
eyes, and he could stare you down 
for ten minutes straight.”

It didn’t take long for Milo 
to relax and share his friendly 
nature with all who crossed the 
threshold.   He often took custom-
ers’ hands to lead them around the 
store, and he had many party invi-

tations over the years because he 
was a perfect guest.

“He was a terribly good lap 
sitter,” Wally remembered.  “And 
he had a very healthy appetite.  
“He weighed 90 pounds when we 
adopted him!”

Eight years ago, Wally and 
Terry decided to put Milo on the 
labels of their food products and 
on The Aldie Peddler sign.  

“Everyone loved him so,” 
Wally said.  “It made perfect sense 
to include him on our branded 
items.  He was as much a states-
man for the shop as we were.”

“ In a way, he’s been im-
mortalized,” Terry added.  “I’m 
so glad.”

Sadie has stepped into Mi-
lo’s place as the greeter at The 
Aldie Peddler door, and although 
he was twice as big as she is, she 
is determined to keep a lookout 
for their valued customers.  As a 
female, Sadie had asserted her Al-
pha dog attitude upon her arrival.

“Milo was very kind to her, 
and tried not to assert himself too 
much,” Terry explained.  “But 
when they played, Milo drew the 
line.  He was the boss, and that 
was the way it was going to be.  
Sadie, sensibly, agreed.”

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

Directions: Take Rt. 29 south of Warrenton to Route 620.  Turn left on to Route 620 which is Elkwood 
Road at this point.  The name of the road changes but it remains Route 620.  There will be directional 
MHAA signs to guide you to the Inn.  The physical address is 16589 Edwards Shop Road, Remington, 
VA 22734-1877.

Tickets are $50 per person for MHAA members and $55 for non-members.  Lunch is included in the ticket 
price along with a memento of the day’s reunion. Reservations can be made online or by downloading a 
Registration Form and mailing it with payment to MHAA, PO Box 1497, Middleburg, VA 20118.

http:/www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

3rd Annual
Mosby Ranger Descendant Reunion

September 10, 2011
The Inn at Kelly’s Ford, Remington,Virginia

10:00 a.m. -- 4:00 p.m.
Tickets: $50 for MHAA members, $55 for non-members

The reunion brings descendants of Mosby Rangers, Mosby family mem-
bers and all interested parties together for a day of sharing the history 
and heritage of the 43rd Battalion.  The program will include period 

music, first person interpretations of Mosby exploits and raids, the fare-
well speech to his men delivered by Gary Carroll as Col. John Singleton 
Mosby, a roll call of descendants by company, cannon firing, and tours 
of Kelly’s Ford.  Authors and other vendors of Mosby books and related 

items will be present.  Descendants are encouraged to bring photos, 
documents and artifacts to share.  Lunch is included.

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Oh, Milo, 
We Miss You So Much



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
AMRFP.com

WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
GEORGETOWN 202.333.3320
BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE 301.222.0050
POTOMAC 301.983.6400
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703.317.7000
WFP.com

In the Virginia Countryside
In the Capital Region

WASHINGTON
F I N E  P RO P E RT I E S , L L C

OLD WATERFORD ROAD, PAEONIAN SPRINGS, VA
NEW PRICE! Beautiful stone & hardiplank colonial home
on 12+ acres. 6 BR, 6.5 BA, 6 FP. Fabulous kitchen/family
room with huge custom built center island w/antique wood top,
granite counters, state of the art appliances. Main level master
bedroom. Upgraded materials and superior craftsmanship
throughout. Equestrian facilities include 5-stall stable, board
fenced paddocks & riding ring. $1,498,500.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-687-2226

HEREFORD COURT, HUME, VA
Located in the beautiful rolling countryside of Hume, VA
is this lovely, classic, well-built, colonial house. Ten acres, 4
bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half baths. Gourmet kitchen, large
deck, wood floors throughout, generator. Everything in A+
condition. Barn with 6 stalls, good fencing. Gorgeous views in
all directions. $970,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

200 STONEWALL AVENUE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Beautiful, fully renovated, high-end office building with
approximately 2,600 SF of exceptional space on 3 levels.
Lovely open atrium for reception, conference rooms, private
offices, wired for Ethernet & handicap accessible. Beautiful
large lot with 5+ private parking spaces with room for expansion.
Zoned C-1 can also be enjoyed as a residence. $765,000.

Carole Miller 540-687-2233
Anita Sisney 540-687-2214

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Bronze Hill is a classic early stone farm house dating from the early
1800’s. It is located on the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville
Turnpike, a little northeast of the village of Middleburg. It consists
of a restored main residence with three finished levels, small guest
cottage, two bedroom house, pool, pond, barns, stable, fields and
woods on 48 acres (in two parcels). It is surrounded by farms in
scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,499,900.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

CLOVERLAND, THE PLAINS, VA
Situated on 200+ magnificent acres in the heart of the Orange County
Hunt with views of the countryside and Blue Ridge Mountains,
Outstanding Georgian stone Manor House designed by renowned
William Lawrence Bottomley, one of America’s preeminent architects.
Soaring specimen trees, English gardens, swimming pool and stone pool
house, tennis court, caretaker’s cottage and equipment barn. $6,450,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
Jim Thompson 540-687-3216

CHESTNUT OAKS, UPPERVILLE, VA
Chestnut Oaks, located in Greystone just west of Upperville,
VA. Charming custom built brick colonial on 52+ acres, 4
bedrooms, 3.55 baths, lovely pine floors and stately wood
moldings. Partially fenced, 3 run-in sheds, lovely landscaped
setting, total privacy offering spectacular views. $1,750,000.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

BLACK DOG MEADOW, RECTORTOWN, VA
NEW PRICE! Wonderful opportunity to purchase 107 acres
in sought after Orange County Hunt territory. Property is
board fenced, large pond, mountain and village views. In VOF
Easement. May construct main house, secondary dwelling,
barn or garage apartment plus farm buildings/structures. Great
location only minutes from Middleburg, Warrenton and Rt.
66 access. $1,495,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987

HUNT COURT, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Lovely condo 13 Hunt Court. Four finished levels, 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces. Freshly painted, in pristine
condition, hardwood floors on 3 levels, carpet on lower level.
Low voltage lighting, TV, cable & internet ready. Walkout
lower level suitable for nanny or use as separate unit.
$476,700.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

WIND FIELDS FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Situated on 464 magnificent acres affording absolute privacy, mountain
views, rolling meadows and long frontage on historic Goose Creek. This
meticulously restored and maintained colonial (ca 1853) is a classic example
of a timelessly elegant Virginia farmhouse. Beautiful pine floors, 9 fireplaces,
6+ bedrooms, detailed moldings, guest houses, charming stone cottages, pool,
barns, and sand ring to name a few of the estate’s amenities. $15,800,000.

Anita Sisney 703-973-1987
Kathryn Harrell 540-687-2215

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING
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