
Middleburg’s beautiful new 
National Sporting Mu-
seum will officially open 
to the public October 11th 

with an exhibit curated by F. Turner 
Reuter, Jr. entitled “Afield in America”

According to Reuter who is 
Chairman of the new museum’s man-
agement, exhibitions and collections 
committee, land preservation and en-
thusiasm for country sport have always 
been fundamentally linked.  In a time 
when preserving countryside and the 
environment are much to be desired, 
the National Sporting Library’s Mu-
seum is destined to make an important 
contribution to the culture of the coun-
try.

Protecting the land and its ani-
mals and preserving the traditions of 
country life have always been a way 
of life for Reuter who grew up in Vir-
ginia’s hunt country. 

“It is our sincere hope that our ex-
hibits will create a broader understand-
ing and deeper appreciation of the his-
tory and cultural impact of field sports 
and agrarian culture,” he explained.

“If we are correct, the museum 
will be a tremendous asset to envi-

ronmental preservation, something of 
which we could all be very proud.”

Designed to attract the widest 
possible audience, Afield in America 
will depict 400 years of Animal & 
Sporting Art created between 1585 and 
1985.  

“It is an exceptional exhibition,” 
according to Reuter, “and one that 
could have only been accomplished 
with the imagination, scholarship and 
hard work of a creative team that be-
lieved in its idea.” 

Over one hundred and fifty out-
standing works of fine art represent-
ing every category of the genre have 
been selected to show how American 
animal and sporting artists developed 
a unique national style reflective of the 
diversity of our people, the rich vari-
ety of our wildlife, and the breadth of 
our national landscape. Paintings and 
sculpture have been drawn from the 
NSLM’s permanent holdings,  as well 
as from private collections, museums, 
and other institutions throughout the 
United States. 

“Works by iconic American art-
ists such as Albert Bierstadt, Winslow 
Homer, Alfred Jacob Miller and Fred-
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Members of Middleburg’s 
Women’s Tennis Team 
have a lot to celebrate!

They recently were undefeated in 
local competition to claim the Shenan-
doah District League Championship. 
That win earned them a spot in the Dis-
trict (State) Championships at the Win-
tergreen Resort where they withstood 
Hurricane Irene conditions to defeat 
teams from Virginia Beach, Richmond 
and Northern Virginia.

The win in Richmond at the 
District Championships earned the 
Middleburg team entry into the Mid-
Atlantic (VA, MD, DC, and WV) Sec-

tional Championships that took place 
in August at Huntington Park in New-
port News, Virginia. 

Once again, the Middleburg team 
went undefeated, and they now head 
to the USTA National Championships 
October 14th to 16th in Indian Wells, 
California.

Players on the Middleburg Team 
include Captain Joan Eliot, Co-Cap-
tains Page Dimos and Stewart Her-
bert, Maria Eldredge, Kristin Byers, 
Patty Jarvis, Kelsey Leachman, Elaine 
Burden, Angie Prow, Kim Smithers, 
Martha Chapman, Barbara Hunter, 
KC Graham, Tammy Bullock, Lauren 
Woolcott.

Bravo to the Middleburg 
Tennis Club Women’s Team
as they Advance to the 
U.S. Championships
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White Goose Ln - Purcellville - Picturesque english country fam-
ily home w/lake & Pool. master main w/luxurious bathroom; gourmet 
kitchen/family room; firePlace & viking aPPliances. mud room w/sePa-
rate laundry room and loo. rec-room & sPorts bar w/firePlace. gym 
& seParate Playroom. exPansive outdoor living sPace. deck, multiPle 
Patios, Private Pool w/terrace. Private boating & fishing dock.

DresDen Farm noW avaiLabLe– this beautifully maintained 125 acre 
horse farm includes a circa 1785 5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall bel-
mont barn with 8 Paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
seParate tack room. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a Pool, and a 5 acre Pond.

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

middleburg
real estate

Atoka Conservation Exchange 
Specializing in land easements to serve 

clients’ conservation and financial objectives

Charlie Westbrook 703-447-9505  
www.atokaconservation.com

White oaks Farm, - miDDLeburG - now available. 60 outstanding acres 
in the exclusive foxcroft area just 10 minutes from middleburg. turnkey 
horse farm with a beautifully restored 1890’s 4 bedroom, 2 full 2 half bath 
manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard stable 
with an imPressive Party/hunt breakfast room, 7 Paddocks with new fencing. 
2 additional dwellings.

atoka Chase - middleburg - incredible custom luxury home on 10 
acre lot. 2 story foyer, cathedral & 9’ ceilings. open floor plan. 
hardwood & marble flooring. kitchen island, granite countertoPs, 
euroPean aPPl., fixtures and lighting. renovated luxury baths. Plan-
tation shutters, ceiling fans, skylights, built-ins, large rooms & tons 
of storage. outdoor sPa. covered wraP around Porch w/ mtn/view...

CoLChester roaD, PurCeLLviLLe - beautiful home down winding drive-
way on 3+ acres - welcome to lily ridge! extensive uPgraded moldings, 
built-ins, Plantation shutters, hardwood floors, 9ft+ ceilings, wood 
stove, mstr bedroom with huge sitting room. 480 sqft addition with 
vaulted ceiling. uPdated kitchen with ss aPPliances, rear covered Patio, 
fenced yard. hvac, tank less water heater, exterior trim, hardiPlank all 
newly rePlaced. charming location near the Philomont general store!

540-270-3835 $6,900,000Peter PejaCseviCh

703-408-0719  $1,645,000WenDy anDreWs

540-454-1399  $1,200,000sCott buzzeLLi

703-774-6109  $695,000marqui simmons

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

rokeby roaD – uPPerviLLe -true custom finishes -reclaimed hard-
wood flooring throughout w/custom terra cotta/wood, limestone 
toPs, master bedroom on main floor , custom-built-ins, custom kitch-
en w/granite toPs, high-end Plumbing & lighting, well landscaPed w/
Pond & stone walls, mahogany garage doors, custom ceilings, easy 
access to rte50.

540-270-3835 $1,249,000Peter PejaCseviCh

korea Ln, - miDDLeburG -  amazing 148+/- acre fox cross estate with 
gated entrance & stream just 2 miles from middleburg. huge 7 bed, 7 
bath all brick manor home w/massive room sizes and three finished lev-
els. exPansive deck overlooks the Pool and Patio. wooded & oPen acre-
age with fenced Pastures, 2 barns and two guest houses. sub-dividable 
land not in easement.  

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter PejaCseviCh

miLLraCe Lane – marshaLL - Picturesque turn-key equestrian ProPerty 
on 20 acres with immaculate custom home and manicured grounds. mt. 
views, rolling acres, fenced Pastures, dog kennel, guest house, 9 stall 
barn connected to indoor arena, 2 run-in/equiPment buildings, Paddock 
and Pond also available additional 58 acres with workshoP and creek 
fq7609128. this is a must see!!!

540-454-1399  $1,395,000sCott buzzeLLi

huntinG hiLLs Ln – PurCeLLviLLe - fabulous custom modern/contemPo-
rary home comPrised of unique architectural lines and fine craftsmanshiP 
combined with soaring walls of glass which Provide excePtional views of 
the country side & mountains. toP of the line gourmet kitchen has wood 
burning firePlace, custom cabinetry on all levels, loft family room, exceP-
tional master suite with Private deck, +3 bedroom guest house.

540-454-1399  $839,000sCott buzzeLLi

southeby Court - winchester - unParalleled builders own residence 
features brick/stone exterior * detached/attached 9 car garage w/
hvac*hardwood floors * lighting * sound * security * extensive win-
dow treatments * firePlaces * two gourmet kitchens * beatifully aP-
Pointed * sunroom to sPectacular Pool/bath house setting *  not enough 
words to describe the details and offerings of this sPecial home.

703-203-9766  $1,895,000jim Lemon

FieDLsPar PLaCe – stone riDGe - beautiful van metre home features 
inviting brick front Porch and oPen floor Plan. large kitchen w/granite 
and island oPening to bumPed out family room w/stone gas frPl., ceramic 
tiled sunroom oPens to sPecial Patio area in backyard. basement just 
finished w/Permit and full bath and new carPeting. wonderful master 
suite w/sitting room and bath. 2 zone hvac. generous size rooms.

703-203-9766  $599,000jim Lemon

LanD

aLDie: reDuCeD unique oPPortunity to buiLD on aLmost 
an aCre in the viLLaGe oF aLDie. zoneD rC anD resiDentiaL     
$145,000

oatLanDs roaD: 13 aCre WooDeD site on a quiet Country 
roaD minutes to miDDLeburG With WeLL anD aPProveD sePtiC    
$434,500

aLDie: 28+ aCre eLevateD buiLDinG site With inCreDibLe vieWs 
W/ WeLL anD aPProveD sePtiC   $522,500

aLDie: 19+ aCre LoveLy mostLy WooDeD buiLDinG site W/WeLL 
anD aPProveD sePtiC    $456,500

marqui simmons     703-774-6109

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter PejaCseviCh

Cover Photo by 
Middleburg Tennis Club

News of Note

P r o P e rt i e s  i n  H u n t  C o u n t ry

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

EDGECLIff

STovER MILL

Near The Plains. Magical setting with fenced pastures,
mountain views and walking trails. Charming 3 bedroom
cottage renovated with  attention to preserving historical
detail.  Hardwood floors, soap stone counter tops,
exposed stone. Easy access to Route 15 & I-66. Great
commuter location. Lovely  new two stall barn with stone
foundation, large tack room. 2 run-in sheds.      $775,000

Emily Ristau (540) 687-7710

foALSfIELD

SUNRISE HILL-THE PLAINS

Immaculate, recently renovated 3-bedroom, 2-bath
brick house on 10 acres. New windows, new roof,
new insulation, new kitchen, crown molding, stor-
age. Overlooking Morningside Training Farm, ideal
for someone who has a horse or two, or who would
love to see horses out their windows. Orange
County Hunt.                                                    $425,000

Sheryl Heckler (540) 272-4300

CoLTSfooT

Stunning contemporary. country house on 22.99 acres
tucked10 mins. west of  Warrenton. 2004 Renovation &
Upgrades of  all HVAC, appliances, roof  & external
factory painted siding. Attic converted to 3rd floor  Mas-
ter Bedroom & sitting room with private balconies. 2011
renovation of  three baths front floor to ceiling & whole
interior painted. Board fenced pastures w/barn, run-in
shed, dressage arena,pond & creek.                     $775,000

Susie Ashcom (540) 729-1478

LANDMARk SCHooL RD

Ideally situated at the edge of  the village of
Middleburg with views of  the countryside and
backing up to Hill School walking trail. 3 Bedrooms,
2.5 Baths. Features include newer addition with Main
floor Master  bedroom and Family room with Fpl.
Galley Kitchen, Separate Dining room,   Living room
with fpl, office, wood floors, new furnace and
workshop. Well   maintained  inside and out. $485,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

MAGNoLIA HILL

c. 1880, delightful stucco Virginia Farmhouse on 1+
acre in   historic Rectortown s3 Bedrooms, 2.5
Baths sFormal Dining Room s Living Room with
Fireplace s Paneled Den with Fireplace sLarge
Kitchen s Front Porch and Terrace sSweeping
lawns, stone walls, and small stream sIdeal coun-
try living. Also available for Rent at $2000/Month.

$715,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

15 HUNT CoURT

Middleburg. Elegant, carefree upscale living.Beautiful, bright
4 level end townhome. sGourmet kitchen designed by
owner/chef. Miele 5 burner gas cooktop s3 Bedrooms, 3
½ baths, family room with gas fireplace sWalk out lower
level to brick terrace and park-like setting sProfessional
exterior maintenance, mowing and snow removal. Walk
to restaurants, shops schools, libraries & museum. Also
available for Rent at $2500/Month. $429,500

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Elegant 4 Bedroom, 4 Full and 2 Half  Baths sStone and
Stucco home on 12+ acress Old Pine Floors sAntique
Chandeliers sMaster Bedroom on Main Level sGranite
Countertops s4 Marble and Stone Fireplaces sCovered
Stone Terrace sScreened-In Porch sStunning Pool
sDetached Garage sStorage Shed  sStone Walls
sBoard Fencing sOrange County Hunt sFabulous
Views. $2,250,000

Bee Lefferts (540) 454-5555

146 acres near the village of  Rectortown with excellent
road frontage along both Rectortown & Crenshaw Roads.
Ideally situated in heart of  Piedmont Fox Hounds hunt
country s Lush open fieldssStone walls sPond sSweep-
ing views of  both the Blue Ridge & Cobbler Mountains
s One house may be built on a pre-selected site near
pond, 5 Bedroom conventional perc s Land in VOF
Conservation easement.                              $2,400,000

Cary Embury (540) 533-0106
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NEW PLANS FOR FEDERAL STREET
Daniel Morrow

Students from Virginia Tech 
are working on a studio de-
sign project for Federal Street, 
Town Planner and Zoning 

Administrator David Beniamino told 
Town Council at its regular meeting 
on September 8  

According to Beniamino, a 
report is due from the Tech students 
in December.  Town Administrator 
Martha Semmes noted that one of 
the students is the daughter of Sheila 
Wetzel, Middleburg Branch Manager 
of the Loudoun County Public Li-
brary system.

At the same session, Benia-
mino outlined a request for a special 
use permit required for further prog-
ress on a major renovation of 17 West 
Federal Street.

Ben Wegdam of LouLou, Lou-
Lou II, and Crème de la Crème plans 
to add a second story to the building 
there, locate his corporate headquar-
ters on the upper floor, and use the 
ground level as a warehouse for his 
expanding retail operations.

Council member Bundles Mur-
dock welcomed the proposal, noting 
that the building “has had problems 
for years”  and, ”needed help”.  

Two waivers requested 

One was for deviation from 
town loading zone requirements.   
With no room on the property to 
construct one for his warehouse, 
Wegdam has agreed to a Middleburg 
Planning Commission request that 
only trucks to the size of a UPS or 
Fed Ex truck be used for pickup and 
delivery.

The second waiver would al-
low construction to begin without 

provisions being made for sidewalk 
construction.

According to Beniamino, We-
gdam has working with his engineers 
and architects to see if it might be 
possible to build a sidewalk on the 
site that would meet Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation requirements. 

In the meantime, however, We-
gdam asked for an outright waiver 
because there was no master plan re-
quirement for him to build a sidewalk 
on Federal Street.  

VDOT, Beniamino noted, 
would be responsible for maintaining 
any new sidewalk if it was located 
entirely in state-owned right-of-way.  
Otherwise, the Town would have to 
maintain it.

As of September 8, the Plan-
ning Commission had indicated a 
desire to discuss the sidewalk waiver 
request with the Council.   

 Town Owns Real Estate 
Valued at Nearly $6 Million

Town Administrator Semmes 
provided Council with an inventory 
of the real estate owned by the town 
that, she noted, would be very help-
ful as the town approached both its 
ongoing expense and capital budgets.

The town owns 17 parcels 
of land, according to the report, the 
first inventory of its kind since 2004.  
With an assessed value of over $5.7 
million, the parcels (which include 
five rights-of-way) include wells, 
water treatment plants, shop build-
ings, parking lots, Town Hall, the 
Health Center building which houses 
the town’s Police Department, and 
other sites.

Property owned by the town, 
Semmes noted, does not produce tax 
revenue.  It is also wise, she said, for 

the town to periodically review how 
it was actually using the property it 
decides to retain.

Police:  New Training 
and Recruitment

Police Chief Bill Klugh re-
ported that his officers were currently 
participating in training sessions on 
the proper use of force and that he 
was purchasing a new Taser “that 
would be shared” by his officers after 
all were properly trained in its use 

Officer Mike Prince, he noted, 
was attending a conference “related 
to his certification as a fire arson in-
vestigator” and that all his officers 
would be learning how to use the 
town’s traffic control laser radar.

Klugh reported that he had re-
ceived a number of applications for 
a position on the Middleburg force, 
that interviews had been scheduled. 
Assuming successful background 
checks and the passing of a physical, 
a new hire was imminent, he said, 
perhaps as early as October.

Once his new officer is hired 
and fully oriented, Klugh reported, 
he will start computer training for the 
entire force.

Klugh will also be working 
with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Department on the integration of a 
newly purchased computer-aided 
county dispatch and records-man-
agement system.  His goal, he said, 
is to integrate Middleburg’s current 
stand-alone system into the larger 
county framework, enhancing both 
departments’ analysis and response 
capabilities.

Anti-MacMansion 
Zoning Considered

At the Council’s August 25 
work session, Council member 
Kevin Hazard reported that the Plan-
ning Commission had toured the 
Ridgeview Subdivision “looking at 
what they thought would and would 
not be objectionable” with regard to 
new rules about the size, scale and 
massing of houses in the area.  He 
was hopeful, he said, that the Com-
mission would have something more 
concrete to report after their next 
meeting.  

Town Administrator Semmes 
noted the need for the buildings to 
respect the rest of the neighborhood.

Noting that private property 
was, is, and remains  “the owner’s 
property,” Hazard observed that “it 
was our town.”

Town Planner Beniamino 
noted that, in his view, only enabling 
legislation would allow the Town 
to have architectural controls over 
construction.  In Virginia, however, 
such controls only applied in a his-
toric district or an entrance corridor 
overlay district. Thus, Beniamino 
advised, the Town could not impose 
regulations in the Ridgeview Subdi-
vision by more than a street or two.  

Semmes suggested the is-
sue might be addressed through an 
amendment of the Town Charter, 
noting that, in her experience, other 
communities were empowered to 
conduct community-wide architec-
tural reviews.  

A Town Charter Amendment 
would have to be submitted to the 
General Assembly in December, ac-
cording to the Town Clerk, and a 
public hearing would be required be-
fore it could be submitted to a spon-
soring legislator, yet to be found.

At the request of Vice Mayor 
Kirk Town Staff will draft a timeline 

Continued Page 4
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Just when I thought our Noah’s 
Arks were pretty much complete, ads 
started appearing in the local papers 
saying MHF had rescued an Emu 
who needed a home.  Her name was 
Patricia and she too was “very so-
cial!” 

You’ll never guess where she 
is now.  Walking around like she has 
been here all her life, eating out of the 
same bowls with the goats. 

Betsee comes out almost every 
day to visit her and calls her Patty!    
We were trying to keep her in until 
we figured out how to best take care 
of her when Moo decided to lift her 
stall screen off its hinges and out she 
went.  

Luckily it’s worked out fine 
and everyone is living happily ever 
after  thanks to Betsee’s love of ani-
mals and her generosity.     Probably 
the single most important person to 
tell you about before this animal tale 
concludes is the person who single-

handedly takes care of all these crea-
tures.  

His name is Dave Thomas, my 
neighbor who dropped in about five 
years ago and said he’d like to give 
me a hand.  

He had retired and looking for 
something to do.  I still wonder if he 
knew what he was letting himself in 
for.   This place absolutely could not 
operate without him.   He comes at 
the crack of dawn every day, and  I 
know he’s arrived because the bur-
ros start braying at the sound of his 
truck!   He looks  like the pied piper 
because the animals absolutely love 
him, even the Emu.  They all follow 
him around every single day.

Dave somehow manages to 
get everyone in the right place to eat, 
keeps the place impeccably clean and 
makes sure that everything stays in 
working order.   He was truly a gift 
from above!  

News of Note
Janet Hitchen

Rescuing animals has always 
been second nature to me.  
I grew up in a household 
with a mom that rescued 

everything from mice to possums, 
raccoons, birds, deer, stray dogs and 
cats.  Up until my mother’s death, any 
animal that I found needing a helping  
hand immediately went to her.  

Things have changed now and  
I’ve been somewhat left to my own 
devices!    

Upon moving to Middleburg in 
the early ‘90’s, I quickly realized that 
Hileary Bogley was the go-to person 
for an animal in distress.  

What I didn’t realize was that 
Hileary, with her highly persuasive 
powers, would soon enlist me to 
take on some of her rescue projects... 
Multiple dogs, draft horses and cats 
followed in rapid succession.  As the 
years went by, I had to admit that fi-
nancing these wonderful animals was 
quickly exceeding my means.   

I began to face the fact I prob-
ably wasn’t the only person in the 
world who would give a good home 
to a needy animal. I even gave some 
of my guys away to good homes.  It 
was hard but I knew I had to do it.    

Then one day something quite 
miraculous happened.   I received a 

call from Dr. Betsee Parker.  I knew 
her slightly from some photography 
projects.   I also knew that she owned 
a lot of very successful show horses 
and ponies.  What I didn’t know was 
that she had a heart of gold when it 
came to animals of all kinds...  

She had been told that I had a 
sweet little miniature horse named 
Rosie and wanted to know if I 
thought she would pull an antique 
goat cart.  Although I wasn’t sure  it 
was a great idea,  she wanted to come 
out to my little farm in Millwood and 
see for herself.   I said fine, and out 
she came.  

The first thing that happened  
was she decided that one of my goats 
(rescues all) might be able to her 
daughter, Rose’s, little cart.  Dr. Park-
er wanted to photograph Rose in the 
cart.  This was right up my alley.   So 
Betsee began coming out and leading 
the goats around after she put them in 
a little goat harness.  

Next thing I knew, she offered 
to adopt all my goats if I would con-
sider letting them go.   There were 
three of them and I  was confident 
she would give them a good home, 
but before the deal was struck, she 
expressed worry about rumors of 
Mountain Lions above her land and 
asked if I would board the goats for 
her… I agreed.

Then, Betsee decided she 
would need a burro who would live 
with the goats and protect them.  
Seemed reasonable to me so we did 
some research and found a burro for 
sale in Southern Virginia who sound-
ed perfect for the job.   Next thing I 
knew I had another boarder,  a won-
derful white burro named Hannah.  

What the former owner ne-
glected to tell us was that Hannah 
was in foal!  And Betsee had pur-
chased another burro whom she 
named Moses.

The plan was that they would 
all go to Delaplane Manor, the goats 
and the two burros.  However. Winter 
was approaching   and   we began to 
realize that they should all stay with 
me for the time being.

Winter turned into Spring and 
Betsee’s little herd seemed so happy 
here that we put off the move again.  
Then one day I received a call from 
a friend who was having financial 
problems and needed badly to find a 

home for several animals that he had 
rescued. 

He remembered that, at one 
time, I had a wonderful pet pig, an 
800-pound Yorkshire  named Wil-
bur.  Would I consider taking his 
two Hampshire pigs, both very large 
and very friendly. 

Seemed like an awfully   “big 
“undertaking to me but I admit I was 
curious and I really did miss Wilbur 
who had died several years before.  I 
mentioned it to Betsee who immedi-
ately wanted to go with me.  

So, off we went to meet 
these pigs who needed a home.  Not 
only were there two very large pigs, 
but a very tame young Jersey cow 
named  Moo, two sheep who were 
very attached to the cow, one elderly 
llama, and two elderly Swiss milking  
goats.  

Next thing I knew Betsee of-
fered to take them all, gave my friend 
a check to help compensate him 
for  taking care of all these critters 
and arrangements were made to ship 
them to me.  

We decided that one of the 
pigs, the older one named Happy 
would be mine, although, actually, 
she belongs to Middleburg Humane 
Foundation who had rescued her 
from a very abusive situation.  The 
younger pig, a very social young  
lady named Mary Lou would belong 
to Betsee  She would also take on the 
cow and the sheep!

Luckily I had the perfect set up 
for these critters:  a couple of good-
sized stalls and an adjoining shed that 
opened into a large pasture. 

Overnight I had something 
akin to Noah’s Arc.  

Now, when I do my barn check 
at night, especially in the winter, 
it truly is a site to behold.   They all 
come in and usually huddle in one 
stall, lying down and munching on 
hay.   It’s wonderful and comfort-
ing to behold! 

Last year when Middleburg 
Human rescued a young Yorkshire 
pig   named Mildred,  I told Betsee 
about her and before I knew it  Mil-
dred was in residence here as well.  
This time Betsee built Mildred her 
own ‘luxurious’ shed complete 
with fly system and fans.   All three 
pigs now spend most  Summer days 
snoozing under a cool breeze.

Noah’s Ark for Animals in Need

    C
onde Nast Johansens Award Winner 

     “
MOST EXCELLENT INN – 2011”

       
  & Opentable.com 2011 Diner’s C

hoice Award

A  V I S I T  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N A T I O N  R E S T A U R A N T

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table. 
Monday through Sunday:  5:30-9pm • Lunch:  Wednesday - Monday 11:30am-2pm

Sunday Brunch: 11:30am-2pm

 Located just 2.5 miles North of Middleburg.
36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD • MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA 20117

follow us on

W W W. G O O D S T O N E . C O M

GOODSTONE INN & RESTAURANT
AND EXECUTIVE CHEF WILLIAM WALDEN

Present

 “The Best Of Middleburg” Event Dinner
Featuring Mello Out, Ayrshire Farms, Oak Spring Dairy and others…

 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH AT 6PM
Reservations Required

Call 540-687-3333 for further details and to reserve your place at our table.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 13, 2011 FROM 5:30-7:30PM
Complimentary Canapes

JOIN US FOR HUNT COUNTRY HAPPY HOUR

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

H
Thos Hays & Son 

Jewelers

T

1.) Earrings with 1.72ct diamonds  

2.)Pendant (chain sold separaetly)    

3.)Pendant (chain sold separaetly)    
4.)Bracelet with natural yellow diamonds  
5.)Bracelet with colored gemstone & diamonds  

The Pendants and Earrings 
with natural yellow diamonds 

inspired by DeBeers
5995.00

2800.00

3995.00

11500.00

5995.00

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

10th Annual!
Please join us for

The Windy Hil l Fashion Show
Thursday, October 6th, 2011

11:30 AM

• Delicious food provided by Back Street Café and Catering, Blackthorne Inn & Restaurant, 
The Fox's Den Tavern, The French Hound, The Goodstone Inn & Estate Restaurant, 

Home Farm Store, Julien's Café & Restaurant, and The Red Fox Inn & Tavern.

• Clothes for the show come from retailers Betsey, Duchessa, Highcliffe Clothiers, 
Lou Lou, Lou Lou Too, The Magic Wardrobe, Timmie Jane, and Tully Rector.  

Project Runway designer, Wendy Pepper, will also show off some of her latest creations.

• Fabulous silent auction items

Hillmount
The Plains, Virginia

Courtesy of Shannon & Jim Davis

For information, address and directions, and to purchase tickets, visit WindyHillFoundation.org

 

eric Remington will be  included.  
As well as work by recognized 
masters of the animal and sport-
ing art genre including John 
James Audobon, Edward Troye, 
Arthur Fitzwilliam Tait and Wil-
liam Tylee Raney.”

The works of additional 
American artists who, until re-
cently were often overlooked by 
art historians will also be an im-
portant focus of the exhibit.  This 
group includes:  William Her-
bert Dunton, Herbert Haseltine, 
Thomas Hewes Hinckley, Anna 
Hyatt Huntington, Alexander 
Pope, Ogden Pleissner, Percival 
Rousseau and John Martin Tracy. 

Reuter’s book “Animal and 
Sporting Artists in America,” 
published by the National Sport-
ing Library in 2008, has been re-
printed in time for the exhibition, 
and he has also edited an illustrat-
ed color catalogue to accompany 
the exhibition.

The catalogue includes 
critical essays that explore larger 
interpretations of these works 
with the objective of defining the 
remarkable role animal and sport-
ing artists have played in the his-
tory of American art.  

Essayists include: William 
H. Gerdts, Ph.D,  art historian and 
author of Art Across America; 
Adam D. Harris, Ph.D, Curator 
of the National Museum of Wild-
life Art and author of Wildlife in 
American Art; Daniel J. Herman, 
Ph.D, historian and author of 

Hunting and the American Imagi-
nation; and Robin R. Salmon, au-
thor and Vice President for Col-
lections and Curator of  Sculpture, 
Brookgreen Gardens. 

The new National Sporting 
Museum, is a logical extension of 
the National Sporting Library that 
was founded in 1954 by George 
L. Ohrstrom, Sr. and Alexander 
Mackay-Smith.

Ohrstrom and his good 
friend Mackay-Smith were avid 
sporting book collectors who 
wanted their collections and those 
of their friends to remain intact 
and available for use after their 
death.   

Over the ensuing years, the 
NSL has collected over 17,000 
fine books and manuscripts that 
are highly prized by scholars and 
researchers the world over.  Dur-
ing that time, sporting art collec-
tors also made donations of their 
work to the Library.  

Today, The Library’s sport-
ing art collection requires much 
more public wall space than the 
limited exhibition space the Li-
brary can provide, hence the ini-
tiative to build the Sporting Art 
Museum.   Collectors have indi-
cated that they would like to leave 
their sporting art collections to 
the library, have already said how 
pleased they are to know that the 
new museum will soon open.

“We have already mounted 
important exhibitions at the Li-
brary, Reuter continued.  These 

have included shows from private 
collectors, such as, Joan Irvine 
Smith and Elizabeth D. Clark as 
well as loans from museums like 
the Yale Center for British Art and 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

“Our new museum will al-
low us to display artwork in a 
space designed for optimal view-
ing, grow our collection, and 
share with the public the animal 
and sporting imagery we regard 
as so important.”

Visitors to the new fine arts 
museum are in for a real treat.  

The restoration of his-
toric Vine Hill at the corner of 
Route 50 and The Plains Road in 
Middleburg, and a splendid new 
wing of galleries, combine to 
house the museum.  Every square 
inch of space is beautifully de-
signed and finished with impec-
cable taste.  

Executive Director Rick 
Stoutamyer sees the new museum 
as “an opportunity to expand our 
appeal to a national and global 
audience.  Sporting art exhibits 
will draw people to our campus 
and they will see the depth of 
our organization and the way in 
which the Library and Museum 
compliment each other.   We look 
forward to welcoming many new 
visitors.”

For more information about 
the National Sporting Library and 
Museum’s opening celebrations, 
please visit www.nsl.org.

NSM’s  First Exhibit Opens
Continued From Page 1

for such a charter amendment and 
take a look at the language used to ac-
complish similar goals in Purcellville 
and Herndon. 

Larger Cell Phone Antennas

Verizon has asked to double 
the size of their antennas on the 
Town’s water tank.  He explained 
that they were switching from 3G to 
4G coverage; and, needed the larger 
antennas.  

According to minutes of the 
meeting, Council member Murdock 
asked why the request was a “big 
deal”.  

“Council member Snyder ex-
plained that the new antennas made 
the lease more valuable.”  

“Council member Shea ex-
plained that the new antennas would 
put more weight on the tower.”

Three cell phone companies 
had antennas attached to the tank. 

Town Administrator Semmes 
reported she and the Town Attorney 
were working on an amendment to 
the Verizon lease that would incor-
porate terms to make maintenance of 
the water tank easier and raise more 
money for the town.

FEDERAL STREET
Continued From Page 3

Happy 100th

Edith Fox Brown

Edith Fox Brown, 
deaconess at 
Mt. Pisgah Bap-
tist church in 
Upperville and 
their oldest mem-
ber, will celebrate 
her 100th birthday 
on October 16th. 
She was born in 
Upperville, Va., 
October 16, 1911
and worked at 
Blue Ridge Farm 
and Gordonsdale 
Farm. Edith Fox 
Brown resides at 
Rose Hill in Ber-
ryville and has 
two daughters.
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Sometimes,
we start out by 
healing a wound 
and end up by 
healing a heart.

www.fauquierhealth.org

Wound Healing Center

493 Blackwell Road, Suite 101A, Warrenton, VA 20186

If you have a wound that won’t heal, call the Wound Healing 
Center at Fauquier Health at 540-316-HEAL (4325)
for an appointment that can help you get your life back.

There is no better story 
than that of a heroic 
horse who, despite hard-
ship, carries his rider to 

glory and victory.  
Whether it is Ronald the 

chestnut with white socks who 
carried Lord Cardigan through 
The Charge of the Light Bri-
gade; Traveller, General Robert 
E. Lee’s faithful steed or National 
Velvet, their valor, heart and spir-
it spark the imagination and af-
firm the age-old belief that desire, 
commitment and love can win  
against indomitable odds.

Snowman, the great jump-
er who won the 1958 National 
Horse Show, and his owner, Har-
ry de Leyer, who grew up in occu-
pied Holland, were both unlikely 
champions.  But champions they 
became and their story, as told by 
Elizabeth Letts in her new book, 
“The Eighty-Dollar Champion,” 
inspired a nation and is certain to 
inspire generations to come.

Already on the New York 
Times Bestseller List and now be-
ing considered for movie rights, 
“The Eighty-Dollar Champion” 
is quickly gaining success be-
yond its author’s wildest dreams.

“I have to pinch myself,” 
Letts said laughing.  “But I knew 
Snowman’s story was a great one 
and it is a story I wanted to tell.”

A former John H. Daniels 
Fellow at Middleburg’s National 
Sporting Library, the avid horse-
woman is charmingly enthusias-
tic about all things equine having 
grown up in Southern California 
horse country where she rode to 
her heart’s content.

“I was a hunter jumper 
rider when I was young, and I 
loved horse stories.  In fact, I was 
always looking for a horse story 
I could write some day. When I 
found an old photo showing a big 
gray horse smiling broadly as he 

jumped over another horse.   I 
never forgot it.”

That photo of Snowman, 
along with many others, is in 
Elizabeth’s book, and when you 
see it, you will understand why 
she remembered it so vividly.   
First of all, it looks impossible. 
Secondly, Snowman seems to 
be laughing with glee as he sails 
through the air.

“As I began my research, 
and learned that Harry had pur-
chased Snowman at an auction 
for only $80 as he was being led 
into a slaughter house horse trail-
er, I was captivated,” she contin-
ued.

“He caught my eye,” Harry 
said.  “He wanted me to help him, 
and I did.”

Harry de Leyer grew up in 
Holland under German occupa-
tion.  In fact, the paratroopers in 
the movie, “A Bridge Too Far,” 
were jumping into fields very 
near where he lived.  His father, 
a brewer, was in the Dutch re-
sistance, and Harry, like many 
Dutch teenagers, helped the re-
sisters by driving their wagons 
during the war.

Without de Leyer’s gener-
ous guidance and help, Eliza-
beth’s story of Snowman would 
not have been nearly as complete 
or as accurately reflected of the 
complex times in which he lived.

Fortunately for her and for 
her readers, Harry and his wife, 
Joan, live just outside Charlot-
tesville, Virginia.   They were de-
lighted to help Elizabeth ensure 
that Snowman’s story was told 
again.

“They welcomed me and 
my family to their beautiful Ned-
erland Farms and shared their 
memories, photographs and hos-
pitality on numerous occasions,” 
she says gratefully.

Elizabeth, a mother of four 

children, lives with her family in 
Baltimore.  She trained as a nurse-
midwife at Yale after the Peace 
Corps, and now divides her time 
between writing and her work on 
patient safety at the University of 
Maryland Medical Center.

Although her previous 
books were successful, the ac-
claim for her story of Snowman 
still startles and pleases her as she 
recounts the delightful time with 
the de Leyers and so many others 
who helped her connect the dots 
of this wonderful story.

Harry, now affectionately 
known as “The Galloping Grand-
father, is an active horse enthusi-
ast at seventy-seven.  The story 
Elizabeth tells about his love for 
the big, pale gray, begins on the 
sidewalks of New York before 
the 1958 National Horse Show at 
Madison Square Garden.  After 
setting the stage, Elizabeth quick-
ly, scrolls back through time to 
the New Holland, Pennsylvania 
horse auction where Harry first 
met Snowman. 

It’s important to remember 
that equine pursuits were gain-
ing popularity after World War II.  
Horses were plentiful and the lure 
of the ring and of ribbons was 
very fashionable in high society.

In fact, Vogue magazine 
and the newspapers of the day, 
followed equine endeavors close-
ly, noting what was worn, won 
and lost in the ring. 

The tension of the competi-
tion for the Open Jumper Cham-
pionship at the National Horse 
Show in the late fifties very ac-
curately reflected the tension of 
the times.  It was the height of 
the Cold War, and America was 
mired in conformity and the grind 
of the ‘modern age.’

Big dreams of winning any-
thing were buried deeply in a so-
ciety that lived in fear of nuclear 

disaster and had almost lost its 
belief that winning against all 
odds was really possible for un-
likely individuals, whether they 
be human or horse.

For that reason, the big gray 
who looked more like a plow 
horse than a champion and his de-
voted rider with movie star good 
looks and a history of beating his 
personal odds, captured the hearts 
of the nation.

Harry, who began riding 
on his father’s brewery horses, 
never imagined he would find 
work with horses after he immi-
grated to the U.S. through Ellis 
Island.  But his older sister who 
had tended the grave of an Ameri-
can pilot who was killed when his 
plane crashed in Holland during 
the war, provided access to a new 
world of possibility.

After the war, individuals 
who wished to immigrate to the 
United States had to be sponsored 
by U.S. citizens.  When the fam-
ily of the young pilot learned of 
Harry’s sister’s kindness, they of-
fered to sponsor her immigration.  
She chose not to immigrate, and 
Harry received the chance of a 
lifetime.

He was offered a job on a 
tobacco farm near Greensboro, 
North Carolina, where a profes-
sional horseman spotted him rid-
ing.

Although he had always 
loved horses, he never imagined 
he would have an opportunity to 
build his career around them.

Soon, Harry was offered 
the position of riding instructor 
at a small girls’ boarding school 
on Long Island.  For this reason, 
he was often on the hunt for kind, 
calm mounts that wouldn’t give 
the girls any trouble.  The big 
gray fit the bill perfectly.

So perfectly, in fact, that 
the girls often requested a horse 

Impossible Dreams Come True in 
‘Snowman, The Horse that Inspired a Nation’

with a little more spirit.  So Har-
ry decided to accept the offer of 
a neighbor when he wanted to 
purchase a gentle horse for his 
daughter.

Snowman was not so happy 
about this, however, and jumped 
fences and crashed gates to come 
home to Harry until Harry took 
him back.  

“Since he was such an en-
thusiastic jumper,” Elizabeth 
said, “Harry began to train him to 
jump.  Although he wasn’t very 
pretty, and didn’t look at all like 
a thoroughbred, he jumped and 
jumped and jumped.  And, he 
won and won and won!”

“Therein lies the tale of 
a truly great horse and an even 
greater rider.”

Elizabeth was able to in-
terview some of the girls at the 
boarding school who learned 
to ride on Snowman, and they 
confirmed that he was “almost 
uninteresting,” to ride.  He was 
too quiet and he certainly wasn’t 
handsome. 

She also spoke with people 
who knew Snowman’s story as he 
won on his way to the National at 
Madison Square Garden.

“I received a letter from one 
son of Ukranian immigrants who 
wanted so much to see Snowman 
at the National Horse Show that 
they saved to purchase tickets for 
him for his birthday,” she noted.

“Snowman’s story became 
a much-loved and much-needed 
horse story for his times.”

Elizabeth, who describes 
her own story as being almost 
as unlikely as Snowman’s, em-
phasizes that, although she was 
working two jobs and running 
around like crazy to complete her 
research, the story of this gallant 
horse never failed to inspire her.

“Receiving the NSL’s Dan-
iels Fellowship was a godsend 
for me,” she recounts.  “It gave 
me an entire month to live and 
work in the beautiful village of 
Middleburg.   Working in the 
NSL’s archive with their fabulous 
resources was like finding an un-
discovered country.  

Without the NSL, Snow-
man’s story would lack the con-
text and color it deserves.  I am 
so grateful for that time and the 
many kindnesses I was shown 
there. “

Soon, every lover of a 
splendid horse story will be 
grateful too.

Elizabeth Letts



Page 8   Middleburg Eccentric    •   September 29, 2011 ~ October 27, 2011 Middleburg Eccentric    •   September 29, 2011 ~ October 27, 2011 Page 9

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

News of Note

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS Ronald D. Jackson, DDS 

Discover a different kind of dental experience...comfort, understanding and 35 
years of expertise come together to give you the highest quality oral health care 
and a beautiful smile. Whether it’s implants, teeth whitening, orthodontics, sleep 
apnea, cosmetic or general dentistry, our experienced dental team is prepared 
and happy to meet your needs. Utilizing state of the art technology and materials 
ranging from digital x-rays, digital impressions, advanced oral cancer screening 
to email and text appointment reminders, we are able to deliver the excellent 
results in the smoothest, most efficient way. Call and you’ll know you’ve found 
the right place.

www.MiddleburgSmiles.com
204 East Federal Street 

PO Box 386 • Middleburg, VA 20118
Phone: 540-687-6363 • Fax: 540-687-6733

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS, PC

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

accredited fellow

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

member

Congratulations to Dr. Gallegos on 10 years in MiddleburgFrom early planning 
to the family dinner,
we pride ourselves on being the 
single point of contact for your home 
improvement. BOWA transforms 
houses into homes™ through the design 
and construction of luxury renovations 
and additions. As your single point of 
accountability, we execute and manage 
the entire design and construction 
process and client experience. 
Combined with our expertise and 
culture of Heroic Customer Service, 
this allows us to provide our clients 
with the best in service, craftsmanship 
and value. So, when you have a project 
of any size in mind, call BOWA first.

Renovate
BEFORE

youryourLifestyle

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

Vintage & Antiques Flea Market
Craft & Jewelry Vendors
Baked Goods & Great Food
Kids’ Fun Fest with Pony Rides,

Face Painting & Moonbounce
Living Historians & Historical Lectures
Blacksmith Demonstrations
Annual Duck Race* in Little River
2 Live Bands, Shopping & Fun

Aldie, Virginia
Saturday, October 15th
9am – 5pm

*Only A Buck per Duck! Sales ongoing until 3:30pm, Sat, Oct 15th or until supplies last.
Win $100,000, a Paintball Party, a TV and lots of other prizes!

For more information, visit www.villageofaldie.com or call 703-327-5313.

Directions: West on Route 50 (John Mosby Hwy) into Loudoun County towards Middleburg. Go 1 mile west
of Gilbert’s Corner traffic circle (Intersection of Rt 15 and Rt 50). FREE Admission $5 donation for parking.

Visitors can tour the restored Aldie Mill. Historical talks will
be offered throughout the village. See the 17th Mississippi.
‘Save the Date’ cards redeemable for a free gift or coupon.
Pick up a card at any of the shops in Aldie today!

Visit Loudoun’s
“Best Event 2010”

Learn How 
to Identify 
Birds of Prey 
and All About 
Bats

Fall migration is in full 
swing for many birds, 
including hawks, dur-
ing the month of Oc-

tober.  Loudoun Wildlife Con-
servancy invites you to join 
them on October 27, at 7 pm, 
when Liam McGranaghan, 
a master falconer, licensed 
bander of raptors, and educa-
tor, will teach a class on how 
to identify hawks and other 
birds of prey.  

On Saturday, October 29, 
a field trip to Waggoner’s Gap 
in Pennsylvania is planned.  
Waggoner’s Gap is one of the 
premier hawk-watching sites 
in our area.

Also, on October 12th, 
you won’t want to miss the 
program on bats given by 
Leslie Sturges of the Save 
Lucy Campaign.  The event is 
planned for 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Carver Center in Purcellville.  
Unlike the July program on 
bats, this one is geared toward 
an adult audience.

For more information 
about programs and field 
trips, please visit www.loud-
ounwildlife.org.

Delaplane Vineyards Blossom & Produce Delicious Vintages
Ursula Landsrath

Delaplane, well known 
for its historic role in 
the Civil War, is now 
famous for a much 

more peaceful pursuit.
On July 19th, 1861, 

Stonewall Jackson marched 
his troops from Winchester, 
through the Ashby Gap to 
Piedmont Station, now known 
as Delaplane.  They crowded 
into freight and cattle cars and 
traveled to the First Battle of 
Manassas, opening a new era 
in military transport.

Where once Civil War 
troops spent their nights wait-
ing for orders, writing let-
ters, tending horses and be-
ing baptized in the waters of 
the Crooked Run and Goose 
Creek, now blossom well- 
tended vineyards that produce 
some of the finest wines in the 
country.   At present, Virginia is 
ranked 5th in the nation in wine 
production.

In 1996, when my hus-
band Ken and I first came upon 
Delaplane, it was the sleepiest 
of hamlets.  Now signs along 
highways and byways boast of 
the attractions located in and 
around the place we chose to 
call home. 

THREE FOX VINE-

YARDS, Just past the railroad 
tracks on Rout 17 is Three 
Fox Vineyards. Owners Holli 
and John Todhunter welcome 
guests with open arms and of-
fer ambiance and good cheer 
along with their wines. 

Visitors will often find 
additional camaraderie at ca-
sual or festive events.  Just 
in the last months there have 
been kite flying competitions, a 
Blessing of the Harvest, a 5K 
run, the Feast of San Gennaro, 
the celebration of Julia Child’s 
birthday, and yes, the Feast of 
St. Bernard…just bring your 
own St. Bernard as all dogs are 
welcomed. 

There is plenty of mead-
ow space for a “Bring Your 
Own Picnic” and a stroll along 
the Crooked Run, a walk along 
woodland trails or a relaxing 
moment in a hammock. 

Within just a few miles, 
on sunny hilltops surrounding 
Delaplane, are numerous addi-
tional wineries to visit.  

VINTAGE RIDGE 
VINEYARD features wine and 
food pairings. Owners Vicki 
and Bill Edmands who started 
from scratch, create a delight-
ful atmosphere of refinement 
and good taste. Spacious in-
door and outdoor settings are 
comfortable and inviting. The 

staff is friendly and well in-
formed about the wine selec-
tion. Bill muses that creating 
the vineyard, although very 
hard work, has been a “labor of 
love.”

MIRACLE VALLEY 
VINEYARD is tucked away 
off Rt. 55 in a quiet and pic-
turesque setting on Double J 
Lane.  In a peaceful tasting 
room Kathy, a charming wom-
an, will graciously explain the 
nine wines that are available to 
taste.  

ASPEN DALE WINERY 
AT THE BARN, aptly named 
for its warm, rustic setting, has 
been lauded for its enjoyable 
wine. Homey and furnished 
with antiques and curios from 
times past, you will have your 
choice of either a rocking chair 
or an easy chair for your relax-
ing visit on a lazy afternoon.  
Availability of numerous board 
games and background music 
by a guitarist add to the appeal 
of the countryside environ-
ment.

BARREL OAK WIN-
ERY, locally known as BOW 
WOW, welcomes man and 
dog alike. A large facility with 
extensive outdoor areas, it has 
a cozy loft in which the main 
floor resembles a busy empo-
rium.  Merchandise of every 

imaginable kind is for sale, 
competing for space with the 
wine tasting areas.  The larger-
than-life figure of owner Brian 
Roeder enthusiastically wel-
comes every new and repeat 
visitor.

DELAPLANE CEL-
LARS, a relative new comer, 
has a great deck from which 
you may enjoy a panoramic 
view while savoring a glass of 
wine. A live band adds charm 
inside the tasting room and a 
small selection of regional art 
is for sale.  

NAKED MOUNTAIN, 
one of the original vineyards, 

has a long and acclaimed track 
record as a special and fun get-
away.  Located on Rt. 688 it 
makes effective use of its name 
with a selection of goods such 
as caps, aprons, t-shirts, etc. 
declaring  “Drink Naked!”

RdV VINEYARDS has 
already created some truly ex-
ceptional wines and is open for 
tastings on a reservation basis 
only.

For more information, 
please contact The Virginia 
Wine Board at virginiawine.
org, or, better still, hop in your 
car and head for Delaplane. 

We did…and never left.

Fashionistas Flock to 
The Plains for Annual 
Windy Hill Benefit

The Windy Hill Foun-
dation’s tenth annual 
Fashion Show Benefit 
will take place October 

6th at Hillmount in The Plains, 
Virginia. The popular event be-
gins at 11:30 a.m. and will in-
clude luncheon, a spectacular 
silent auction and the trend-set-
ting runway show.

The Windy Hill Founda-
tion is a non-profit affordable 
housing organization located in 
Middleburg, Virginia.  The an-
nual Fashion Show is its largest 
annual fundraiser. 

Fashions in the runway 
show will reflect top local buy-
ers favorite trends from some 
of Middleburg’s best retailers 
including Betsey, Duchessa, 
Highcliffe Clothiers, Lou Lou, 
Lou Lou Too, The Magic Ward-
robe, Timmie Jane, and Tully 
Rector. Wendy Pepper, noted 
Project Runway designer and 
owner of Wendy Pepper De-
signs, will also show some of 
her latest creations.

Popular local restaurants 
that will provide a delicious lun-
cheon include Back Street Café 
and Catering, Blackthorn Inn & 

Restaurant, The Fox’s Den Tav-
ern, The French Hound, The 
Goodstone Inn & Estate Res-
taurant, The Home Farm Store,  
Julien’s Café & Restaurant, and 
The Red Fox Inn & Tavern.

In addition to the fabu-
lous fashion show and superb 
luncheon, the event will fea-
ture an auction that will include 
a seven-day, six-night stay at 
a beautiful Jamaican villa in 
Montego Bay.  The villa is part 
of the luxurious Round Hill Ho-
tel, which has served as a home-
away-from-home for such well-
known icons as President and 
Mrs. Kennedy, Princess Grace 
of Monaco, and Bing Crosby, 
among many others.  The house 
sleeps six and has a staff of 
three.  Please visit www.round-
hill.com for more information 
on Round Hill Hotel and Villas.

Tickets for the benefit 
fashion show are $100.  Of this, 
$75 is tax deductible.  

To purchase tickets, please 
go to www.windyhillfoundation.
org and click on the fashion 
show tab. For additional infor-
mation,  contact The Windy Hill 
Foundation at 540-687-3997
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For more information or to reserve space 
in the Craft Fair Call:
540-253-5470

Sponsored by The Plains Community League

A Day in 
The Plains

Saturday, October 1st
9:00am - 3:00pm rain or shine

Come To

9:00am Crafters/Vendors Open
10:30am Parade

11:30am FREE activities including: 
Moon Bounce, Face Painting, 4-H Petting Zoo, 

Popcorn & Ice Cream, 
Clown, Balloon Artist 

Train Rides
12:00 Gary Smallwood

11:30am & 2:15pm Magic Show
2:00pm Raffle Drawing

October 7, 8 & 9, 2011 Fri., Sat., Sun.
Tickets: $15/Advance and $17/At the Gate
Children 12 and under are admitted free
Bluegrass music by the Seldom Scene on Saturday;  Mandolin 
music by Mike Marshall and Caterina Lichtenberg on Sunday.

The Mid-Atlantic’s Premier Crafts Fair!

Waterford
Homes Tour & Crafts Exhibit

In historic Waterford, Loudoun County, Virginia 
www.waterfordfoundation.org  •  Tel. 540-882-3018

www.virginia.orgPunched tin coffee pot by Jim Rantala

Hands-On History

evisit our American roots and re-learn the old ways. 
More than 150 juried artisans will display and demonstrate 
hand-made, traditional furniture and crafts. Plus historic 
homes tours.  And Saturday and Sunday re-enactments by 
the Union cavalry and Confederate infantry. This unique 
event is a full weekend of fun for the whole family for only 
$17 per person, per day. Multi-day tickets available.

R
Photo by Jim Hanna

News of Note
Middleburg Academy 
Welcomes New 
Admissions Director

Charles Britton is the 
new director of admis-
sions for Middleburg 
Academy, Loudoun 

County’s only independent, 
coed, college-preparatory high 
school.  Britton, who arrived 
in July, brings extensive expe-
rience in independent school 
administration, as well as an 
enthusiasm apparent to all who 
have had the pleasure to meet 
him.  

In announcing the ap-
pointment, Interim Head of 
School Dr. Ron Sykes, said, 
“Middleburg Academy was for-
tunate to have a number of quali-
fied candidates interested in this 
position.  From the moment we 
began our first interview with 
Charles, the entire administra-
tive team knew that he should 
become our next admissions di-
rector.  He was not only profes-
sionally knowledgeable, but his 
personality and poise made him 
stand out.  There is no doubt 
Charles will create a model of 
‘best practices’ for an indepen-
dent school admissions office, 
and I look forward to working 
alongside him.”

“I am delighted to join 
what is clearly an intellectu-
ally challenging environment,” 
Britton responded. “One that 
ensures that each student is 
known, valued, and guided as 
an individual. I look forward to 
building a dynamic and diverse 
student body for Middleburg 
Academy, and to being part 
of an administrative team that 
is generating even greater 
strength, promise and optimism 
for the future.”

Although Mr. Britton has 
spent the last decade in the 
greater Richmond area, he is 
already familiar with the local 
high school scene because he 
served as admissions director at 
Highland School in Warrenton 
in the late 1990s.  

For the past four years, 
he  served as Head of School 
for the PreK-8 Good Shepherd 
Episcopal School in Richmond 
and, prior to this appointment, 
he held a variety of key posts 
at the Chesapeake Academy 
in Irvington, including: acting 
head of school; middle school 
division head; ethics and litera-
ture teacher; interim operations 
manager and director of admis-
sions.  

While pursuing his mas-
ters degree from the University 
of Richmond, with an emphasis 
on Independent School Admin-
istration, he served as assistant 
director of annual giving for 
that institution.  

Britton began his adminis-
trative career in education upon 

graduating from Lynchburg 
College, when he was invited to 
return to his alma mater, Christ-
church Episcopal School, as the 
assistant director of admissions.

He is married to Jennifer 
Britton, a CPA, and in his spare 
time enjoys golfing, tennis, 
coaching, cooking, traveling, 
public speaking and volunteer-
ing. 

Celebration Marks 
Historic Huntland 
Kennels’ 100th

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the com-
pletion of  the stables 
and kennels at the his-

toric estate in Middleburg, aptly 
named Huntland by Joseph B. 
Thomas.  

Joseph Thomas came to 
Middleburg in the early part 
of the twentieth century and 
purchased this wonderful his-
toric property, restoring the old 
house and designing one of the 
most palatial stables and ken-
nels to be found in North Amer-
ica.   Thomas was to become 
Master of both the Piedmont 
and Middleburg Hunts and the 
largest breeder of foxhounds for 
mounted packs in the country.

Having fallen into dis-
repair over the years, Hunt-
land was finally purchased and 
“saved” in 1997 by Dr. Betsee 
Parker who has undertaken an 
extensive restoration of the en-
tire property.  

Having essentially fin-
ished the house and the stables, 
she has now taken on the ken-
nels with enormous enthusiasm.  

“We are researching and 
restoring as close to Thomas’s 
original plan as possible,” she 
explained.   The endeavor has 
been made all the more possible 

by the surfacing of a portfolio 
of photographs of this kennel 
taken in 1914.”

On September 18th, Dr. 
Parker gave a luncheon for 
members of both the Pied-
mont and Middleburg Hunts 
to celebrate the 100th year an-
niversary of the completion of 
the kennels.   Photographs of 
the original structure were dis-
played and guests were free to 
wander through the stables and 
the kennels.  

“I feel as if Huntland 
should always be enjoyed by 
the entire community,” Dr. 
Parker said.  

Guests enjoyed blue grass 
music and a commentary on the 
achievements of Joseph Thomas 
by Norman Fine, former editor 
of ‘Covertside Magazine’ and 
current publisher and editor of 
‘Fox Hunting Life with Horse 
and Hound.’

Ayrshire Farm Opens for 
Farm Harvest Festival
to Celebrate Fall Farm Tour

Children and adults 
of all ages will 
enjoy a fun-filled 
day on the farm 

Saturday, October 15th and 
Sunday, October 16th when 
Ayrshire Farm is open to the 
public for their Farm Har-
vest Festival, as part of this 
year’s Fall Farm Tour.

Ayrshire Farm, located 
at  21846 Trappe Road in 
Upperville, Virginia., will 
open from 10 – 4 each day, 
and there is no charge for 
admission.   All are wel-
come, but pets should be left 
at home and will not be ad-
mitted.

The first Virginia Farm 
to be certified an organic 
and humane producer, rais-
es heritage breed livestock, 
Ayrshire Farm stock in-
cludes Gloucestershire Old 
Spot pigs; Scottish High-
land and White Park cattle; 
and Bourbon Red, Standard 
Bronze, and White Holland 
turkeys, many of which will 
be on display.

The Farm’s beautiful 
antique carriage collection 

will also be on view.  
The famous Ayrshire 

Farm Shire horses will be 
provide the “horsepower” 
for a rare, antique stone ci-
der press and will pull wag-
ons for hayrides around the 
farm.  

Children will find plen-
ty to see and do, with a va-
riety of children’s activities 
and games, including face 
painting and pumpkin deco-
rating. There will be lots of 
farm animals to see. 

“October is tradition-
ally the month when farm 
communities come together 
to celebrate the harvest.  
This is a great opportunity 
to show what we are doing 
right here in Loudoun with 
certified organic, certified 
humane, local agriculture 
and our work for the pres-
ervation of traditional-breed 
livestock,” explained Sandy 
Lerner, owner of Ayrshire 
Farm. 

“At Ayrshire Farm, we 
have been working for more 
than a decade to bring our 
farm and our community 

together in support of lo-
cal, family farms and to pro-
vide this community with 
more wholesome food, re-
duced food miles, and make 
our shared environment a 
healthier place to live and 
grow.” 

Delicious farm food 
will be available for sale and 
will include turkey burgers, 
grilled italian sausages, and 
salads-- all featuring Ayr-
shire Farm’s organic, hu-
manely raised meats and 
produce.  Ayrshire meats, 
eggs, and other products 
will also be available for 
purchase.

Directions to Ayrshire 
Farm: Route 50 West to 
Middleburg, Virginia, con-
tinue on Route 50 for ap-
proximately 8 miles through 
the village of Upperville 
and turn right on Trappe 
Road (Rt. 619), drive 1.4 
miles, parking entrance is 
on the right just past main 
drive.  For more informa-
tion, please visit www.ayr-
shirefarm.com.

Mark Your Calendars 
for A Fabulous Estate Sale

Just in time for the holidays, 
the Animal Rescue Fund has 
announced that their first 
annual ‘Fabulous Estate 

Sale,’ is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 19th and Sunday, No-
vember 20th at Buchanan Hall on 
Route 50 in Upperville, Virginia.

Gorgeous French furniture, 
antique linens, beautiful keep-
sakes, designer clothing, stunning 
decorative objects, garden pieces, 
delightful pet items and enough 
housewares to stock your next 
estate will be available from 10 
a.m. to 5  p.m. on both Saturday 

and Sunday.
Every member of ARF is 

a volunteer.  There is no paid 
staff and no costly office space 
with the attendant overhead and 
equipment costs to eat into funds 
raised.  ARF events are managed 
to maximize profit with volun-
teers and local organizations do-
nating services, product and la-
bor.  All profits from ARF events 
will be distributed in the year 
they are earned.

Officers include: Karen 
Rockwood, president;  Jennifer 
Richards, vice president; Patti 

Bschorr, secretary; Phillipa Lew-
is, treasurer, and Ursula Land-
srath, events chairman.  Board 
members include Dria Boyer, 
Alex Cudaback, Gail Guirreri, 
Mary Johnson, Danielle Ka-
zmier, Manisha Morris, Glenda 
Cudaback-Morrow and Rhonda 
Wilkins.

Generous local residents 
have donated spectacular pieces 
to the sale, so arrive early for the 
very best selection.  Others who 
would like to make a tax-deduct-
ible donation may visit arfrescue.
org, or telephone 540 364 9123.
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Editor’s Desk

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Draisey 
insurance 
aGency
Post Office Box 1348
Middleburg, Virginia 20118
703-431-1730
888-752-9111 (toll free)
E-Fax: 877-761-0946
Paul@DraiseyInsurance.com

Paul C. Draisey
cic, cbia

ProtectinG your 
ProPerty, assets, anD Dreams

Auto • Home • Life • Specialty Vehicles
Complete Business Coverages

Workers Compensation • Bonds

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Main Street 
Middleburg is a national 
treasure.  

The north side of 
town is a residential plea-
sure, soon to be enhanced 
as the land owned by 
Salamander Development 
is transformed under the 
watchful eye and restraint 
imposed by both good 
taste and mutually agreed 
upon legal constraints.

Now it would appear, 
it is the turn of Federal 
Street’, a comparatively 
unpolished gem, but a 
gem nevertheless.

A group of Virginia 
Tech students have no-
ticed its potential, and are 
working with the Town to 
generate great new non-
binding ideas for its im-
provement for us all to 

consider.
Even better, Ben We-

gdam has not only con-
sistently demonstrated his 
devotion to Middleburg 
and its potential, he in-
vests in it . . . and is now 
investing, again, in Fed-
eral Street.

The LouLou(s) and 
Creme de la Creme are 
both successful and a plea-
sure.  

Wegdam’s deci-
sion to renew a great old 
building in a great old 
place, and put his corpo-
rate headquarter and main 
storage facilities there is 
good one.

Good for him. Good 
for us.  Good for all those 
his businesses serve.

More power to him.

Good News for 
Federal Street Bruce Smart

 
No, not those facts of life, 

but these: 
In October world popula-

tion will reach 7 billion. That’s 
35 times as many as lived in 
Christ’s time. And 5 billion of 
that total have been added since 
the birth of today’s 80 year-olds. 

In Genesis God com-
manded: “Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it.” We have surely 
become fruitful multipliers. 
By 1800 we numbered about 
one billion, up 800,000 in 
1800 years, an average gain of 
450,000 per year. But we dis-
covered bacteria, learned how 
to control many diseases, ex-
tend life, and mitigate the risks 
of childbirth, adding an average 
of 62 million people per year in 
the last 80 years, and over 80 
million per year today, concen-
trated in less-developed, poorer 
nations of Asia and Africa.  We 
applied science to agriculture, 
forestalling (for the moment) 
Thomas Malthus’ prediction 
that geometric increases in 
population would leads to mass 
starvation. We have also done 
much to “subdue” the earth, but 
we are failing in the charge to 
“replenish” it.

So where does that leave 
us? Since Biblical times the 
planet is not much different 
physically, except for man-
made changes. It is still the 
same size, with the same sur-
face ratio of land to water. But 
we have depleted many of its 
resources and damaged its re-

storative ecosystems.
Forest cover is down by 

40% since the end of the ice age. 
The amount of carbon dioxide 
(CO2, a major greenhouse gas) 
in the atmosphere has gone from 
280 parts per million (ppm) to 
387 ppm, causing the planet to 
warm, ice-caps to recede, and 
sea level to rise. Fresh water 
supplies are stressed in many 
places, as glaciers melt and 
aquifers are pumped beyond 
rainfall recharge rates.  Topsoil 
erodes much faster than it can 
be recreated. Fertilizer run-off 
is causing lifeless “dead zones” 
in the oceans. Material-inten-
sive lifestyles now consume far 
more energy and materials per 
capita than in 1800, and that 
load is increasing exponentially 
as developing countries follow 
the pattern we in America enjoy 
and to which we feel entitled. 
The waste products of this eco-
nomic extravagance threaten 
our climate, our oceans and 
their fisheries, our fresh water, 
and the health of the ecosystems 
on which all life (even ours) de-
pends.

Some see the problem as 
a choice between economic 
prosperity and the environment, 
and favor the economy. Purple 
(whose work experiences in-
clude industry, environmen-
tal organizations, the military, 
academia and government) be-
lieves that is a false choice. It 
seems to him self-evident that a 
successful economy requires an 
environmentally stable and so-
cially just planet. Failure to at-
tain that balance ensures strife: 

failed economies, mass migra-
tions, wars over resources, and 
eventually environmental col-
lapse and a major die-off of 
people. This dreadful outcome 
is not without precedent; over 
millennia several civilizations 
have failed in this way, though 
none (yet) on a global scale.

What can we do? Correc-
tive actions are available, but 
many entail near-in costs to 
obtain future benefits. Some, 
such as family planning to slow 
population growth, contradict 
deeply held ideological or re-
ligious beliefs. Others, such as 
CO2 emissions reduction, will 
call for lifestyle changes. Our 
political system will be chal-
lenged. But, as President John 
Adams observed: “Facts are 
stubborn things; and whatever 
may be our wishes, our inclina-
tions, or the dictates of our pas-
sions, they cannot alter the state 
of facts and evidence.”

His great-grandson Henry 
added some cautionary words in 
“Education of Henry Adams”: 
“Knowledge of human nature is 
the beginning and end of politi-
cal education,” followed a few 
pages later by: “Practical poli-
tics consists in ignoring facts.” 
Current debates among Repub-
lican Presidential hopefuls con-
firm these words. So, we voters 
must wake up, heed the warn-
ing of “7 billion people,” and 
demand that our government 
act to prevent America and our 
civilization from entering a long 
and dangerous downhill slide. 
Given human nature, it won’t 
be easy.

The Facts of Life
Purple

Hypocrisy
Tom Pratt

On September 21, 2011 
at 11:08 p.m. EDT, one of the 
most egregious miscarriages of 
justice took place with the state 
sponsored murder of Troy An-
thony Davis.

For those readers unfamil-
iar with Troy Davis’ case here 
is a brief synopsis:  22 years 
ago in Georgia a tragic killing 
took place during a melee in a 
restaurant parking lot where an 
off duty police officer was shot 
to death.  

Troy Davis was arrested, 
charged and convicted of the 
murder.  The entire case was 
based on eyewitness testimony 
with no physical or forensic 
evidence tying Davis to the 
case.  Out of nine witnesses, 
seven have come forward and 
recanted their testimony charg-
ing police intimidation.   

One witness who did not 
recant was the original suspect 
in the case who years later in 
a drunken state admitted to a 
woman that it was he who com-
mitted the murder. The woman 
wanted to come forward but 
her life was threatened by the 
witness who confessed.  Three 
jurors have said that if they had 
known then what they know 
now they would have voted 
NOT GUILTY!

If this does not give 
enough reason to commute his 
sentence to life without parole 
so he could continue his fight 
for his innocence I do not know 
what would.

Troy Davis will be re-
membered as a martyr not a 
murderer, he will become an 
icon for the fight against the 
death penalty and his spirit will 
live on for many, many years.  

This travesty was wit-
nessed by millions of people the 
world over, from Iceland to Ire-
land, from Germany to Japan.  
There were demonstrations in 
front of dozens of American 
Embassies around the world.

There are only five coun-
tries in the world that still have 
the death penalty, the United 
States being the one that puts 

more people to death than any 
of the others.  You may be sur-
prised to learn who the oth-
ers are, and they are countries 
whom we, the United States 
constantly points a finger at for 
human rights abuses. Heading 
the list is Iran, followed by Chi-
na, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.  
Nice bedmates the U.S. has. 

	  Apart from being 
barbaric, the fact that we still 
murder people interferes with 
criminal justice because in 
many cases fleeing criminals 
will escape to countries that do 
not execute and those countries 
often refuse to extradite back to 
the United States because of the 
death penalty.

	 Another little known 
fact, probably the least impor-
tant to me, is that killing people 
costs somewhere between 100 
and 200 times more than life 
in prison because the incred-
ibly long appeals process is 
enormously expensive and time 
consuming.  That money could 
be used in a much more produc-
tive way other than murder.

A final, truly grotesque as-
pect of state murder is that the 
condemned inmate is put on 
suicide watch, presumably so as 
to not deny the state its chance 
to commit murder, and then, the 
most ludicrous aspect is that 
the prisoner is given a physi-
cal to see if he or she is healthy 
enough to be killed.  

What an evolved society 
we are!

The parole board of Geor-
gia, the Supreme Court of 
Georgia and the United States 
Supreme Court should be 
ashamed of themselves. How 
they can sleep at night is be-
yond me.  

I can’t help but feel that if 
the accused were white and the 
victim black, last night would 
have been very different.  There 
is an inordinate number of 
blacks who are executed com-
pared to whites, there is an inor-
dinate number of poor executed 
compared to the wealthy, and 
our leaders and politicians who 
still call us the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, did 

Dear President Obama:

I am one of the many 
people who joyfully voted for 
you only to become rapidly 
disillusioned by your turn to 
the right upon being elected.  
You promised to end the war 
in Iraq and have not done so.  
You have escalated the war in 
Afghanistan to horrific levels 
and are waging undeclared 
wars in Pakistan, Libya, and 
Somalia.  Why is it that you 
serve the war profiteers and 
interests of inhumane corpo-
ration rather than tending to 
the needs of your own peo-
ple in a compassionate man-
ner?  What is the purpose in 
destroying foreign countries 
and then paying exorbitant 
sums to rebuild them in our 
own image rather than their 
own? The ravages of war are 
not only felt on foreign shores 
as the physically and psychi-

cally ravaged veterans attest 
to. There is precious little 
understanding of foreign cul-
tures, particularly Muslim and 
Arabic cultures, displayed 
by American foreign policy.  
Would it not be better to leave 
the Islamic to themselves and 
cultivate our own gardens (in 
the words of Voltaire)?  The 
days of American imperialism 
are numbered; we, and here I 
speak of all nations and peo-
ples, must build a new world 
civilization based on compas-
sion, equitable commerce and 
understanding rather than xe-
nophobic paranoia, greed and 
exploitation of American “ex-
ceptionalism”.

Bill Gates was right 
about the way towards an eq-
uitable distribution of wealth 
in this country.  We should 
stop meddling in other na-
tion’s affairs and concentrate 
on the welfare of our own citi-

Letter

zenry.  Those who profit most 
from this country’s wealth 
should contribute most.  From 
each according to his abil-
ity, to each according to his 
need.  Neither a borrower nor 
a lender be.  Public works 
projects on our native soil will 
stimulate the economy. For-
eign wars followed by “nation 
building”never will.  Where 
is the foresight in driving our 
country further into debt for a 

nebulous short term stimulus 
of the economy?  The piper 
must be paid and the wealthi-
est should do so now.  What 
happened to your populist 
inclinations?  The banks and 
Wall Street are the enemy of 
the people, not their saviors. 

Ten years after 9/11 with 
untold billions having been 
spent by the Homeland Inse-
curity and Offense Depart-
ments we feel far less secure 

than we did even in the imme-
diate aftermath of 9/11. 

I thank you for your time 
and trust you will understand 
that my sentiments are shared 
by many. I look forward to a 
substantive response from 
you. 

Sincerely Yours,
Andrew Orlans
Marshall, VA

not feel very brave last night.
 	 Another example of 

our hypocrisy and callousness 
towards life were the 9/11 com-
memorations that only recog-
nize the United States victims 
and not the hundreds of thou-
sands who have died or been 
displaced by our revengeful 
acts.

	 No mention was made 
of the destruction of countries 
such as Iraq and Afghanistan 
or of the continual killing of 
innocent civilians, grotesquely 
called “collateral damage.” I 
wonder what the world would 
look like if we had had a “Ghan-
dian” president on 9/11. 

In my opinion, we would 
have had a safer and a more 
sane world in which the United 
States would be respected in-
stead of reviled for our acts of 
aggression.

Left, Right and Center
Blue Notes

Daniel Morrow
 

We appear to be living 
through Weimar of the late 
1920’s again, though per-
haps with smaller problems 
and lesser men, both good 
and evil.

As was the case in Ger-
many after the first world 
war, the good guys are fac-
ing problems of such magni-
tude, and are so stymied by 
their opponents, that NOTH-
ING of substance gets done.

The critiques of their 
critics are demonstrable.

Hopes fade.
The good guys look 

worse and worse, and weak-
er and weaker, and because 
they are, become less and 
less effective.

Those to their left ac-
cuse them of ignoring the 
working men and women 
who brought them to power, 
and suffered the worst of 
the consequences of war, 
disease, and economic col-
lapse.

The right accuses them 
of lack of patriotism and 
disrespect for the values that 
made the country great.

Big business, honor 
bound to protect the interests 
of capital, have no choice.

In the absence of an 
electable centrist, they sup-
port simple-minded ideo-
logues of the right, whom 
they truly believe they can 
control.

They inevitably can 
not, and reap the whirlwind 
(or in the case of the Weimar 
democrats, a second world 
war and the Holocaust).

We hear left liberals 
talking about voting Repub-
lican . . . “because Obama 
can’t get anything done.”

If asked if they would 
prefer to empower the Per-
ry’s, Bachmann’s, Cain’s 
and Romney’s of the world 
to do what THEY want to do, 
there is silence, or worse, a 
Ron-Paul-like lecture on the 
long-term cleansing benefits 
of pain and suffering.

On the right we find 
little, if any, historical per-
spective (not to mention any 
respect for modern physics, 
chemistry, biology, psychol-
ogy, or economics.)

Out of such environ-
ments emerge not just phi-
losophers of hate, but clever 
opportunists and practitio-
ners. 

Choose your own ob-
ject of detestation:   people 
and groups of people, gov-
ernments in particular and 
government in general, sci-
ence, skepticism, intellec-
tuals, liberals, environmen-
talists, questioners. -- easy 
targets for those with simple 
solutions to complex prob-
lems.

The dreadlful irony, of 
course, is that out of such 
conditions emerge govern-
ments of government-haters, 
run by men and women more 
than willing to use the very 
governments they hate, with 
great effect, to impose their 
“values.” 

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 
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Karen Rexrode

We are blessed in Vir-
ginia with trees that 
turn outrageous col-
ors in fall. Trees like 

tupelo, maple, and oak are com-
mon, often remarkable as high-
lighted in the book “Remarkable 
Trees of Virginia”, published by 
Albemarle Books. Virginia can 
brag at length about great trees 
in both size and history, a few are 
worth seeking out if not just for 
their peak fall season, but their 
history, size and proximity.

Oatlands plantation on 
Route 15 in Loudoun County 
has a greenhouse that turned 200 
years old this past June. The door 
to the greenhouse has two very 
old Japanese maples (Acer pal-
matum var. dissectum atropuru-
reum), beautifully branched and 
covered in lichens, like welcom-
ing sentinels. In fall they turn red 
and orange with peak color in 
mid October, the same time as the 
Middleburg All Breed Dog Show 
held there. I happily pay the ex-
tra $5. parking fee and bring my 
camera to enjoy the dog show 

and the fall leaf display in the 
gardens.

Sperryville, Virginia is 
probably best known as the town 
before you get to Shenandoah 
National Park. Within the town 
resides a sugar maple (Acer sac-
charum) that heads the chapter on 
“Community Trees” and might be 
worth a small detour off of Route 
522. You can’t miss it in fall, it’s 
been called the “raging fire in the 
middle of town”, believed to have 
been there since the 1890’s.

Fredricksburg is home to 
several trees of note. Located in 

historical gardens that are acces-
sible, some have been around 
long enough to stand as witness 
to the Civil War. Kenmore Planta-
tion is home to the state champi-
on yellowwood (Cladrastis ken-
tukea). Chatham Manor has two 
ancient catalpas (Catalpa big-
nonioides), said to be 160 to 170 
years old, they stood outside the 
windows of the house that was 
converted to a hospital during the 
Civil War. It is very important to 
walk to the back of the manor and 
witness these old, old trees. Both 
catalpa and yellowwood have in-
credible spring flowers, both also 
have beautiful fall foliage.

An American Beech (Fa-
gus sylvatica) in Falls Church is 
in line to be state champion. It’s 
tied in second place with another 
beech in Westover Plantation in 
Charles City County. The number 
one, biggest beech in the state, 
lives at Westover Plantation in 
Prince George County. This still 
large and magnificent tree is lo-
cated at Sleepy Hollow United 
Methodist Church on Sleepy Hol-
low Road. In fall it turns yellow 
to bronze then holds its leaves in 
winter as they age to tan. Church 
members have put in a short 
gravel path that takes you to this 
runner up that is said to be more 
beautiful than either competitor.

Mentioned several times in 
the book is Blandy Experimental 
Farm or the State Arboretum, out-
side of Winchester on Route 50. 

The grove of ginkgos is a must 
in late October when all 500 turn 
bright yellow. Dogwood Lane is 
beautiful in fall as the dogwood’s 
foliage turns red and berries sit 
clustered at branch ends. You can 
find them planted on both sides 
of the lane that runs east to west, 
next to the dormitories. The lane 
once served as a carriage lane to 
the house.

A trip that will take you 
west to Highland County puts 
you in maple syrup country. High 
in the Blue Ridge mountains you 
will find the Rexrode Farm where 
sugar maple trees (Acer saccha-
rum) are still tapped for sap and 
have been for four generations. 
The farm is the original fam-
ily farm of my husbands family, 
settled because it looked like the 
German countryside they had left 
behind (often called Little Swit-
zerland due to the terrain). The 
trees maybe as old as 250 years, 
some with broken tops, still 
standing despite strong winds 
that whip over the mountains.  In 
fall they turn bright yellow, or-
ange and red, in fact the whole 
countryside is nothing short of 
spectacular in the fall.

You can read more about 
the sugar maple trees on page 84 
of “Remarkable Trees of Virgin-
ia”, as well as many, many more. 
They say that Virginia is for lov-
ers, I say it’s for tree lovers, espe-
cially in fall.    

Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

N ewsflash: regardless of 
the outcome of Monday 
night’s Redskins-
Cowboys game 

Washington will be, worst case, 
tied for first place in the NFC East.

Best case? They’ll be 
undefeated and in sole-possession 
of first place in the division.

Following that, the Redskins 
will travel to St. Louis to take on 
the once-again hapless Rams.

All of which means very 
little, except for this: if the stars 
align, and the Redskins play within 
themselves, they have a fighting 
chance of entering an early bye-
week undefeated. One loss would 
leave them at a still-respectable 
3-1, with at least a share of the 
division lead.

Face-plant losses to both 
the Cowboys and Rams, however, 
would leave them at 2-2, with a 
nasty taste in their mouths and 
old ghosts popping up about just 
where this team is headed and why.

The unspoken reality of the 
first part of the season is this: the 
Redskins absolutely need to race 
to the front of the pack if they 
hope to return to the playoffs this 
year. 4-0 heading into the bye-
week would definitely qualify; 3-1 
would probably be just fine. But 
2-2 may well nip this thing in the 
bud before it even gets started.

I know, I know, you can’t 
put wins and losses on the board 
in the NFL just by looking at the 
schedule. But I’m a big believer 
that you can still smell-test the 
league early on and get a hint 
of those rough patches on the 
schedule that can be absolutely 
crushing.

Starting on November 20, 
and running through the end of 
the season, Washington plays 
seven games against Dallas, at 
Seattle, the New York Jets, New 
England, at the New York Giants, 
Minnesota, and at Philadelphia.

Of those, Seattle is the 
only one of the bunch that looks 
“soft.” Minnesota is a toss-up. If 
the Vikings have learned by then 
how not to blow monstrous first-
half leads, it’s a tough slog; if their 

early season skid has relegated 
poor Donovan McNabb to the 
bench once more and management 
has tried to use the season as a trial 
by fire for rookie Christian Ponder, 
it’s a question mark, which can be 
even worse.

And the long range forecast 
for 2011 doesn’t get much better. 
Sandwiched between a potential 
4-0 start and the buzz-saw that 
closes out the season, the Redskins 
are looking at a schedule that 
includes their first 2011 match-
up against the Eagles, their 
introduction to Cam Newton’s 
Panthers, away against a surprising 
Buffalo Bills team (in Canada, by 
the way), home against the ugly-
to-look-at 49ers, and a trip down  
to football starved Miami.

Other than the Fish, there 
isn’t a sure-thing in there. 

So starting fast isn’t a happy 
luxury for the ‘Skins this year; 
it’s an absolute necessity that will 
seal the fate of their regular season 
and determine if they get to play 
beyond January 1.

They’ll need to play more 
like they played in week one than 
they played in week two to keep it 
rolling. 

For perspective, since 1990, 
nearly 76% of teams that started 
3-0 have gone on to the playoffs. 

Just sayin’….
Speaking of Dallas, word 

just came down that Tony Romo 
will start under center for the 
Cowboys in tonight’s Monday 
Night tilt. Now, I don’t have a dog 
in the silliness that is Redskins-
Cowboys, but didn’t this guy have 
a punctured lung last week? And 
some busted ribs? Or at least one 
cracked rib?

Call me Sally and color 
me yellow, but doesn’t starting a 
guy with a hole in his lung and a 
potentially pointy piece of bone 
waiting to poke it full of holes 
again a little over the top? I mean, 
I wouldn’t want Jon Kitna starting 
for me either, but c’mon!

I cracked a rib once in a car 
wreck and that sucker hurt when 
I breathed. And I didn’t have to 
worry about some big ol’ 300lb 
mamajama trying to play grind-
your-bones- to-make-my-bread 
with my poor busted up body. 

I get that football’s a man’s 
game and that everybody plays 
hurt, but have you seen the wood 
some defenses are laying on QB’s 
this year?

Both Jay Cutler of the Bears 
and Matt Ryan of the Falcons are 
on pace to get sacked 75 times 
this year. Each! And Michael Vick 
simply will not be able to survive 

a full season at the rate he’s going. 
(Which doesn’t bode particularly 
well for the team that just gave him 
that juicy new contract extension.) 
It seems to me that defenses are 
hitting passers harder and more 
often than they have in the past. 
Maybe that’s just me getting 
caught up in all the hype, but it 
looks to me like guys are getting 

flat squashed. 
QB used to be coolest 

position on the field; now these 
guys just look more and more like 
piñatas. Ouch.

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

Too Legit to Quit?
7th Inning Stretch

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

To My Customers . . .

 I would like to purchase your

 unwanted jewelry as well as any   

 scrap silver and gold.  

 Gold and silver prices have never 

 been higher.

 I am in a position to pay you a very 

 fair price.  Call or come by.

                
        Hope to to see you soon,

                
                

                
        (540) 687-6997  

The Holidays will 
be here before 
you know it!!!
Highcliffe
Clothiers

is your 
Custom Made
Tuxedo and 
formal wear

headquarters.

16 South Madison Street 
Middleburg, Virginia  

540.687.5633
www.highcliffeclothiers • customtailor@aol.com

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Market Hill ~ circa 1805
15545 Butchers Row • Waterford • Virginia 20197 

A gracious 4–bedroom, 4-bath property located in the very charming and historic village of Waterford. 
The home features an elegant and stately living and dining room, a large gourmet kitchen with custom 
woodwork finishes, 4 wood-burning fireplaces and generous room sizes. It’s sited on a private half acre lot 
with lovely mature gardens and an original log cabin structure. Enjoy scenic views from every window!                                                                                             

$889,000. Shown by Appointment.

Georgetown • McLean • Chevy Chase

Lauren Herberghs 
703.625.3490. • lherberghs@ttrsir.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. ©2007 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. Sotheby’s International
Realty® is a registered trademark licensed to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Remarkable Trees
The Plant Lady
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100 W Washington St  |  540.687.4138

              TEA FORTE
ITALIAN LINENS & THROWS
PATRICIA LOCKE JEWELRY
MISTRAL  |  CATSTUDIO

Stop in to sample tea selections, shop for 
unique gifts and create custom gift baskets.

COUNTRY WAY 
Inspired Floral Designs & Gifts 

www.CountryWayFlowers.com 
102 W. Washington St. Middleburg, VA     540.687.3583 

 

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Dorothy Suggs
Marketing Specialist

phone: 703-280-8210
cell:703-459-5490

Your unique
and exclusive
resource for

the best 
value in home 
furnishings.

$200 off your purchase of
$1000 or more for new

Customers with this Ad!

  Oriental Rugs 

The Shops of West Washington Street

Shopping

Gold & Silver

Home & Garden

PetsFraming

Gourmet Goodies

Coming
Soon!

Shopping

2 E. Federal Street • Middleburg
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches

Hot Chocolate
Coffee

Fabrics

Books

Come in and cool off!
We have lots of hot new 
books for every reader.

Special orders, discount program, 
author signings, book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Direct importers of Antique 
AnD semi-Antique rugs
 Cleaning • RestoRation 

appRaisals • Moth pRoofing • padding

Designers Welcome ~ We Buy olD rugs
3 South Madison Street 

Middleburg • VA 
540-687-3048

102 W. Washington St.

Middleburg, VA

540-687-5748
www.betseyshop.com

Contemporary
Women’s
Clothing 

&
Accessories

at
Great
Prices

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Nobel 
NielseN 
shoes

 540-687-8200 
19 east WashiNgtoN st.

NNshoes1@mac.com

 FraNchetti boNd~VaNeli
ekluNd liNeNs~sebago
crockodile haNdbags

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Antiques

ArchitectsRestaurants

Audio Video

Electricians

PrintingWine Tasting

Contractors

Auto Repair

Services

2 E. Federal Street
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches
Hot Chocolate

Coffee
Hours:

Mon-Sat 7:30-5
Sun 9-5

Plumbing

Tree Service

Commonwealth of Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

E. RON POSTON
Tel. 540-687-4636 • Middleburg, VA

jarrettposton@msn.com

Antique Home
Renovation
Restoration
Remodeling

A CONSERVE VIRGINIA CORPORATION 

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Audio Video Solutions 

540-687-5117

• Multi Room Sound Systems
• Home Theater Rooms
• Flat Screen TV Mounting
• Universal Remote Controls
• Wireless Networking
• Cell Phone Repeaters

Serving Hunt Country

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

Cafe 
& Catering

Back Street

Serving Lunch and Dinner Monday - Saturday
4 East Federal Street  •  Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3122  •  bscafe@middleburg.com
�

Catering Office 540-687-3154
Weddings · Receptions · Anniversaries · Parties

Tailgates · Luncheons · Special Occasions

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Garden

Antique
 Vintage

Industrial
and other interesting stuff

Out Back 
Antiques

Behind the Aldie Peddler
Rt. 50, Aldie, Virginia

540.341.7527

garden furnishings
ornamental and functional:

benches, tables, chairs, urns,
statuary, and other items of
interest for patio or lawn.

On the WEB and
by appointment.

www.trocadero.com/summerhill

Antique
Cast Iron

Hunt Country Guide
Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

“Put this ad on your refrigerator. Then call
me when you want a great mortgage.”

HOLLY HOOPES
Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600

Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

S
UNTRUSTM

O
RTGAGE

Equestrian 
Paving Tar & ChipLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

For Rent Fitness & Training

Paving

• Oct 8th  Finals for Ponies, 9am- 
Dale Crittenberger

• Oct 15th  Finals for Horses, 9am
Dale Crittenberger

Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Real Estate Firms
Finance Real Estate

Horse Shows

Help Wanted

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”
Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.

Treat yourself or a friend to a
Swedish/deep tissue 

therapeutic massage!
by Susan Grayson

Certified Massage Therapist
Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Middleburg
Office for 

Rent
8 North Jay St. 

1000 sq ft
Please Inquire

540-687-5300

Llewellyn Village 
Apartments

Middleburg VA

Accepting Wait List 
Applications for
2 Bedroom Homes 

to include disabled
Contact Site Manager at:

1-540-687-3402
TDD # 1-800-982-8771

M,W, F  9 – 4
Rents Income Based

This Institution is an Equal 
Housing Opportunity
Provider & Employer

                       

Veterinary Technicians 
Wanted

Expanding 24 hour Vet Hospital 
in Purcellville, Va seeks Skilled Li-
censed and experienced Asst Techs 
for FT Positions. Days, Nights and 
Weekend Shifts available. Positions 
range from Appointments, Surgical, 
Blood Bank and all offer a variety of 
exposure to interesting cases, spe-
cies and challenges. Competitive 
wages and perks for qualified appli-
cants. Email TechnicianManager@
Blueridgevets.com

Kerrigan    
Paving

End of Season Special
20% Off
Tar & Chip

Up to 50% Less Than
Black Top

Residential & Commercial
KerriganPaving.com

Register at www.CherryBlossomBreastCancerFoundation.org

Support Local Women.
Funds Raised Are Spent Here!

LEESBURG
Morven Park

Rt 15 North at Tutt Lane. 

MIDDLEBURG
NANETTE’S WALK

Middleburg Bank
111 W. Washington St.  

WARRENTON
Old Town Warrenton
Warrenton Greenway

Third & Franklin St. 

OCTOBER 9, 2011 
SUNDAY, 1:00 PM

ORGANIZED BY

Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Foundation
Box 1051 | Middleburg, VA 20118 

For more info: T: 703-447-2302

GRAND SPONSOR FOUNDERS CIRCLE SPONSORS PINK BLOSSOM SPONSORS

Weissberg Corp.

Creighton 
Farms

sandi and James atkins
mary Jo and ron JaCkson

mr. and mrs. sean mCguinness
Judy Washburn
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Tom Neel

S ome forms of creativity 
can be a very solitary 
adventure.  Often this 
can find the artist 

alone in his or her thoughts of 
how to express an idea, then 
executing it, contemplating 
the results and even then 
deciding what to do with it.  
It works for some, but not all 
and new worlds can open with 
a creative partner.

Some forms of creative 
expression lend themselves 
better then others to 
collaboration and this could 
be as simple as two friends 
helping each other paint a 

room.  Certainly drama though 
relies on a mass of creative 
collaboration.  The writer may 
need a director to express the 
vision of their story, with the 
actors becoming the voice.

Frankly, that process is 
more like painting than one 
would think, but usually the 
painter works alone.  The 
painter or alike, becomes 
inspired and an idea is born.  
From there the painter puts 
on their director hat and 
thinks through the vision 
they wish to present to their 
audience.  From this they can 
choose their actors or in the 
painter’s case, materials, be it 

oil, watercolors, pastel, even 
which brushes to use.  But the 
painter also needs a stage and 
unlike the collaborative efforts 
found in drama, the painter has 
to choose the size of the stage 
“think canvas”, become the set 
designer, lighting director and 
often the ticket taker too!

Of course one might 
be thinking an upside to all 
of this is complete creative 
control and that certainly 
can have its advantages.  I’ll 
just say, I don’t necessarily 
think so.  Actual “complete” 
creative control, while a place 
of amazing power, also comes 
with a weakness. The first is 

the visual disadvantage of 
becoming to close to your work 
to see it.  Next is an emotional 
connection that may have you 
loose sight of your efforts, 
value or market.  Last, is your 
own perspective of creative 
rut.  That’s the loss of ability 
to know your own growth as 
an artist.  Are you exploring an 
idea or doing it to death?  Are 
you exploring an idea to the 
greater good of your abilities 
or resting on your laurels?

I have to offer what 
I think is a cute example.  
Referencing the entire catalog 
of Vermeer, who gave us 
notable masterpieces such 

as, The Girl With A Pearl 
Earring.  In a span of twenty 
two years(1653-1675), 
Vermeer painted just 37 
paintings and all except two 
were done inside and nearly 
half representing basically 
the same room - window on 
the left, light then from left 
to right, titles beginning with 
The Girl or The Woman, or 
The Lady ..., Etc.  The only 
two done outside, The Little 
Street and View of Delft, were 
both wonderful paintings, but 
both done in the first half of 
his span of years.   If I was his 
friend or creative partner, at 
some point I might have said, 
“Dude take a walk, you need 
to get out of this room!”

A creative partner need 
not help you paint or form 
your ideas, they very simply 
need to be a person of trust 
and honesty.  In a sense, it’s 
a bit like a creative marriage.  
Whereby, like any marriage, 
you have two individuals that 
become a third person through 
their bond.  The greatest 
advantage of this of course, is 
not simply the unity, it is the 
ability to have three separate 
views on life and life’s goals.  

Your creative partner 
may be your significant other, 
which my wife Linda happens 
to be, but they certainly do 
not have to be or even to be 
only one partner.  The most 
important thing is that their 
opinion is not the road, it’s the 
guard rail.  They don’t pave 
the way, they provide some 
guidance.

A lesson for the creative 
partner.  If you are not the 
creative, be the inspiration. 
Note, at this point we are 
not talking about typical 
creative collaborators.  We 
are talking about individuals 
in a position of trust, not 
ones who try to express their 
creative deficiencies through 
the artistic control of others.  
Being a creative partner in 
this example, respects the 
creative talent of the artist and 
simply offers a place of trust 
for the artist.  Through this 
trust the creative partner must 
be honest, often asking tough 
questions that can only come 
from listening and observation.  
Like this.  Artist - “Do you like 
this painting?”  CP - “I think 
the more important question is 
do you?”   Artist - “ Well yes I 
really do, but it feels different 
then my other work.”  CP - “I 
see that. What inspired you?”  
Artist - “I just felt I needed a 
change.“   CP - “Well, I think 
you should keep on exploring 
this direction, but maybe you 
should try to develop it more.”

Not like this.  Artist - 
shows completed work to CP.  
CP - “What the heck it that?”  
A little humorous perhaps, 
but hopefully it makes the 
point.  A creative partner can 
be a healthy  advance to many 
artists trying to find their 
creative direction.  If you have 
a creative partner, you know 
what I mean and if not, you 
might give it a try.

Open House Sat. & Sun. 12-5pm

Creighton Farms is Washington’s most exclusive luxury 
gated community. Come and select your home site from 
our newest section with prime golf course and mountain 
views. Work with the Washington area’s most celebrated 
custom builders. Create something extraordinary.  

- Spectacular custom homes and villas from $1.5M

-  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course*

- Fitness Center, tennis, swimming and more*

- Personal and Residential Concierge Services

- Just 20 minutes from Dulles Airport

  *Use of  existing or planned recreational amenities is not included with the purchase of  real estate and requires separate club membership. Juno-Loudoun LLC is the owner and 
developer of  the project. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a

solicitation of  offers from, residents of  NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of  real estate. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State 
law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the value, if  any, of  this property.

A Southworth 
Community

Washington DC

Dulles Int’l 
Airport

Reston

Arlington

Herndon… 20 min.

Fairfax… 25 min.

McLean… 35 min.

Arlington… 45 min.

Washington DC… 55 min.

START PLANNING YOUR 
CUSTOM DREAM HOME 

THIS WEEKEND – 
AT CREIGHTON FARMS

www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105

UnisonDayPoster_Layout 1  9/19/11  3:05 PM  Page 1

The Artist’s Perspective
Pastimes
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The Warrenton Horse Show
Warrenton, VA
Photos by Liz Caller & Helen Wiley

Faces & Places

CATENA
Timepieces

            540-253-9797                    6474 Main Street, The Plains, VA                     LiveAnArtfulLife.com/catena

Live An Artful Life®

Equestrian 
Lifestyle

Equestrian 
Design

CATENA
Swiss Made

 nnshoes1@mac.com 
19 east Washington st.~ 540-687-8200

Look What’s neW at . . . nobeL nieLsen
Fall Is Here

New Arrivals Daily

Craig Taylor, Barry Bricken,

Beth Bowley, Bigio, Damask,

Dead Sexy, Javier Simorra

Kial, Line, Louben, Muse,

Paperwhite, Sara Campbell

And many more

Shop hours
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm

Sun 11am-5pm
540.687.8898

100 E. Washington Strett
Middleburg

13 E. Washington St.
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8050

22 E. Washington Street
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8050

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

 nnshoes1@mac.com 
19 east Washington st.~ 540-687-8200

clogs! @ nobel nielsen

Oliver Brown and Bucky Reynolds

Julie Matheson and Jennifer Nesbitt

Gaylord Holsinger Betty Oare

Jennifer NesbittSmokey Everhart

Dr. Csabe Magassy The Middleburg Bankers

112 years ago The Warrenton Horse Show was the epi-
center of the of the breeding and show hunter world 
in North America. In 1899, a small local group of 
well known horsemen envisioned a park where the 

exhibition of the best show bloodstock and finest horse 
athletes of the day would be enjoyed by spectators coming 
from near and far.

Today, the Warrenton Horse Show Association is the 
oldest continuously operating corporation in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, a “for profit” community-based orga-
nization that represents the interests of horse show enthu-
siasts, competitors, horse breeders and the community of 
Warrenton, Virginia.

While the The Warrenton Horse Show, is a national 
monument to horse showing the historic park-like setting 
has been instrumental in hosting events and projects for 
local community providing venues for sports, fundraising 
activities and entertainment to include the National Coun-
try Music Championships where the queen of Country Mu-
sic Patsy Cline sang.  In the fall of 2002  the famed show 
grounds held the dedication for the Patsy Cline Pavilion 
where the queen of country music and first women in the 
Country Music Hall of Fame sang to crowds from the roof 
of what is now the pavilion where ribbons and trophies 
awarded for the horse show. The dedication of the Pavil-
ion attracted Patsy Cline fans from across North America 
including California and received international coverage.

This years 112th Warrenton Horse Show -One of 
America’s oldest Labor Day traditions was produced un-
der the Presidency of Helen Calvert Wiley whose father 
is National Hunter Hall of Fame Horseman Alex Cal-
vert has been image is replicated on the long standing 
Logo for the horse show and who’s family along with 
many have been generational at the Warrenton Horse 
Show. Other board members included Betty Oare, Amy 
Babcox, M’Lesa Boike,E. Sue Bopp,Courtney Curtis 
Bowes,Snowden Clarke,John   Coles,Pann Drunagel,Hilary 
S. Gerhardt,Amy Gorsia,Nancy Granger,Robin C. Gu-
lick, Karen Crane,Alison D. Lee,Louisa Lenehan, Marion 
Maggiolo,Debby Michelson-Boyle,Joan Fox Miller, Mary 
Kennedy Reed,Carolyn Russell,Jonelle Mullen Stern and 
Douglas Wise.
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Faces & Places
Huntlands Kennels 100th
Middleburg, VA
Photos by Janet Hitchen

Greg ryan and robert BonnieTim Watkins

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to:
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our October Mixer

Tuesday, October 11
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
A Place To Be

15 South Madison Street

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz
to bring you up-to-date

Bridge On Board 
The Queen Mary 2

Embark Southampton England Nov. 10 Depart 4:30 
(you may board as early as 12 noon)

Disembark New York early morning Nov. 17

$450 one way airfare DC London
$899 p/p double occupancy outside balcony cabin

$250 Bridge & Organizer Fee
**Credit of $150 for on board purchases

Duplicate bridge each afternoon
Personal lessons from Tom Pratt each day 

as well as Cunard teacher

Social bridge each afternoon 
for those who do not wish to play duplicate.

Everything else you would expect on board 
a world class Cunard ocean liner

Contact:Tom Pratt
        540 364 5402

        contractbridge@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

The Greenest Kilowatt is the one never produced!

Energy Efficiency ----- Renewable Energy ------ Dark Sky Friendly

The Clean Power Foundation of Middleburg is proud to be 
helping the communities of The Plains and Middleburg to become 

more energy efficient and dark sky friendly.

Join us!

www.cleanpowerfoundation.net

To Learn More, Call  Jerry Van Voorhis
540-687-8943

Media Kit Available www.mbecc.com

Oct. 13th Deadline
for

Oct. 27th Issue

540.687.3200

Chandler Van Voorhis

The bankruptcy of Solyndra 
has been the subject of lots 
of political commentary. 
However, the real story of 

Solyndra is about the collapse of 
our manufacturing base. Many in 
the manufacturing sector, including 
the CEO of Dow Chemical, view 
renewable energy as the best hope 
for reviving a manufacturing sector 
that has witnessed the shut down of 
42,000 factories in the last 10 years 
and the evaporation of  5.5 million 
jobs. 

Manufacturing has long been 
one of America’s economic corner-
stones. We are nation of inventors 
and producers. However, the chain 
of experience in production is be-
ing broken.  And this has serious 
implications in the future. Ideas 
created in America are being built 
elsewhere. For example, iPads and 
iPhones may be designed in Cali-
fornia but they are built in China. 
Each time we purchase an iPad or 
iPhone, we add to our trade deficit. 

Moreover, manufacturing 
has the largest economic multi-
plier according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. For every 
$1 in finished goods sold, another 
$1.40 is supported in other sectors. 
Compared to the service economy, 
this is twice the impact. According 
to Andrew Liveris, CEO of Dow 
Chemical and author of “Make It 
in America,“every job created in-
side a chemical plant also creates 
five outside jobs. There is simply 

no service sector equivalent to this 
kind of job and wealth creation.”

So what is driving American 
companies to look overseas to re-
locate?  Step inside the shoes of a 
CEO of a manufacturing company 
for minute and consider the follow-
ing three things:

1. There is no clarity on regu-
lations (i.e. R&D Tax Credit, clean 
energy standards, etc) and there is a 
multiplicity of regulation that adds 
to business uncertainty. For ex-
ample, the federal government has 
three different definitions of “oil” 
depending on what agency you are 
talking to:  Department of Trans-
portation, EPA or Coast Guard.

2. The U.S. has the second 
highest corporate tax rate in the 
world, even after one accounts 
for tax credits. One might argue 
that lowering taxes does not help 
our debt issue. However, evi-
dence shows that lowering the tax 
rate does increase the tax receipts 
through growth.

3. We have a leadership class 
in government that no longer plac-
es any meaningful value on manu-
facturing, viewing manufacturing 
as dirty and old- school economics. 

We often hear the refrain that 
we are shipping low paying jobs 
to China and how can we compete 
with $2 hour labor in China. Amer-
ican factories are the most produc-
tive factories in the world. When 
you measure labor cost in terms 
of productivity, moving jobs to 
China saves about 10%. So the tip-
ping point comes when you layer 

in a lack 
of clarity 
and the 
multiplic-
ity of reg-
ulations 
with high 
taxes and 
a disin-
terested 
l e a d e r -
s h i p 
class. 

Consider this, in 2009 China 
along with nine other countries 
passed the U.S. in renewable en-
ergy investments. When you com-
pare China to the US as a percent-
age of GDP, China is investing 10 
times more than we are.

So, where have all the jobs 
gone? 

They have gone overseas and 
they will continue to do so until, we 
realize that we must begin to pro-
duce goods again and that innova-
tion follows manufacturing. 

We stand at a point in time, 
where we must decide what kind 
of America we want. Our oppor-
tunity is renewable energy. We can 
reinvent our infrastructure, revive 
our manufacturing base, drive cost 
leadership on key energy inputs 
while producing products stamped 
---- Made in the USA.

Chandler Van Voorhis is 
Managing Partner of C2I, LLC in 
Middleburg, a member of the Out-
door Writers Association of Amer-
ica and serves on the board of the 
Goose Creek Association.

Richard A. Engberg

Hey, this guy is supposed 
to be writing about wa-
ter.  What do Mineral, 
Irene, and Lee have to 

do with water?  As you might 
have guessed, I’m talking about 
the Mineral earthquake, Hurri-
cane Irene, and Tropical Storm 
Lee, all of which we experienced 
in varying degrees in Virginia the 
last four weeks.  

As we were drying out from 
the drenching rains of Tropi-
cal Storm Lee, I began thinking 
about natural disasters and the 
role water plays in nearly every 
one.  

Earthquakes?  I felt a nice 
shake in my Middleburg office 
from the Mineral earthquake but 
experienced no damage, unlike 
the nuclear power plants nearer 
the epicenter or the Washington 
Monument and the National Ca-
thedral.  Did water have a role in 
that quake?  I don’t know.  Not all 
major earthquakes impact  water 
resources and perhaps the Min-
eral earthquake had little impact.  
But I remember March 11 and the 
Tohuku earthquake off the coast 
of Japan.  Nearly 16,000 lives 
were lost to the tsunami it caused, 
not to mention billions in prop-
erty damage.  Sure, that quake 
occurred offshore, but inland 
earthquakes can impact water re-
sources.  During the series of se-
vere earthquakes in 1811-1812 in 

the sparsely populated area near 
New Madrid, Missouri, observers 
reported seeing the “Mississippi 
River flow backwards.”

Hurricanes and other ma-
jor storms?   Absolutely they are 
water-related.  Hurricane Irene’s  
drenching rains, high winds and 
storm surges, caused significant 
property damage.  More than one 
million  Virginia residents were 
without power, some for more 
than a week.  While I had only 1.5 
inches of rain from Irene at my 
home and no problems, Tropical 
Storm Lee was a different mat-
ter.  My home rain gage recorded 
more than 10 inches of rain in 
four days and I live in Virginia, 
not Vermont where Lee was even 
more devastating.

How about other natu-
ral disasters?  Tornadoes?  Yes, 
tornadoes are always accompa-
nied by massive thunder storms.  
Droughts?  They are associated 
with the lack of water.  Volcanic 
eruptions?  Remember Mount 
Saint Helens in 1980?  Over 
3.9 million cubic yards of de-
bris were deposited in and car-
ried downstream by the Toutle 
and Cowlitz Rivers, destroying 
bridges and property.  What other 
natural disasters have I forgotten?  
Think about them. I’ll wager you 
can find a water component in 
each of them.

So what about those three 
natural disasters Virginia expe-
rienced in little over two weeks 

beginning with the Mineral 
earthquake on August 23?  Was 
it simply coincidence that they 
happened so close together or is 
climate change responsible?  I 
don’t have the answer.  What I can 
say is that throughout geologic  
time, major climate changes have 
occurred, and without doubt, we 
now are in a period of climate 
change.  Is this a natural cycle?  
Yes.  Is it exacerbated by human-
generated carbon emissions?  The 
great majority of climate scien-
tists say yes.  Do I want a coconut 
palm in my front yard?  Not right 
away.  What I can say with cer-
tainty is that the Mineral quake, 
Hurricane Irene, and Tropical 
Storm Lee are clear evidence that 
mortal man still doesn’t know 
how to control Mother Nature.  
The score after these three events 
is Mother Nature 3, Mortal Man 
0.  ‘Nuf said!

Please email your thoughts and 
ideas to:  rengberg@verizon.net

Mineral, Irene and Lee
Waterworld

Red, White and Blue (Green)
A Creek Runs Through Us 

Village Green

Randy Rouse

Milyon Sender, Robert & Julie Gomena BonnieWendy Bebier, Bill & elizabeth Wolf Annabelle & Daniel Haney and John Denegre

Albert Poe, Walter Kansteiner, Tad Zimmerman, Jeff Blue 
and Penny Denegre

Norman Fine



Page 24   Middleburg Eccentric    •   September 29, 2011 ~ October 27, 2011 Middleburg Eccentric   •    September 29, 2011 ~ October 27, 2011 Page 25

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Verizon Center October 25 - 30, 2011
Ticketmaster.com  |  WIHS.org
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info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Patrickswell
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $10,500,000

264 acres in Orange County Hunt • Main house of stone construction
• 4 bedrooms plus an in-law suite • Pool • Tennis court • 20 stall
center aisle stable • Farm office • 1/16 mile indoor track •
Guest house • Also available on 164 acres for $7,500,000
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Pohick Farm
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $6,850,000

464 acres with postcard valley views • Recorded in 4 lots • 4
bedroom home • Pool • Pool house • Rental house • 3 creeks
• 1 pond • Great for horses, cattle or vineyard
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Mistral
Upperville, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

28 acres • First floor living includes master suite with office •
Large formal living room • Mature gardens • Spring fed pond
• 3 additional bedrooms • Great views • Tree lined driveway
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia  •  $797,000

8 acres near Warrenton • First floor master • Stately pool •
2 additional private guest suites • 4 fireplaces • 3 car garage
• Located in Warrenton Hunt Territory
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Delaplane Post Office
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $500,000

Unusual opportunity • Commercial Zoning • 3,800 sf •
2 separate apartments • Each with 2 bedrooms • Large
additional outbuilding • Great possibilities
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Hidden Brook Farm
Unison, Virginia  •  $1,750,000

25 acres • Bright open floor plan • 1st floor bedroom • Pool •
16 stall stable with apartment • Lighted stone dust arena •
Great ride out
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $5,000,000

103 acres • 1800’s Virginia farmhouse • 9 fireplaces • 5 bedrooms
• Guest house • Pool house/game room • Gorgeous stone
walls, terraces and garden walls • Pond • Barns
Ann MacMahon 540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Bedrock Farm
Berryville, Virginia  •  $2,500,000

276.38 acres • Cape Cod with 3 BR, 2.5 BA • Guest house •
Pool • 2 barns • Numerous outbuildings • Land level •
Fenced & cross fenced • Mountain views
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Rectortown Road
Rectortown, Virginia  •  $775,000

Quaint village setting • First floor master suite • 2 additional
bedrooms • Charming guest home • 3 stall barn • 3 acres •
Lovely setting
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

The Old Lindsey Store
Paris, Virginia  •  $545,000

Circa 1890 • 4,400 sf home • Unobstructed views of the
protected Paris Valley • 3 BR • Additional 2 BR in-law suite
w/second kitchen • Detached garage • Unlimited possibilities
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Withers Larue Road
Berryville, Virginia  •  $567,900

Custom built log home • 3 BR, 3 BA • Stone fireplace •
Exposed log walls • Vaulted ceilings • Great views • Room to
expand • 25 acres • Could work for horses
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Bishop Meade Road
Millwood, Virginia  •  $359,000

2 acres • 3 bedrooms • Large bright living room with fireplace
• Kitchen with tiger’s eye maple cabinetry • Basement apartment
with separate entrance
Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Middleburg comes alive 
every Third saTurday 

from april To december

Third Saturdays. . . 

celebraTion saTurdays

Be reinvigorated at our charming restaurants and cafes with local flavor. Enjoy 
wine tastings or sip a latte and saunter at leisure. Learn about Middleburg’s glori-
ous history (and get filled in on who’s who). Follow our tree lined brick walkways, 
slip in and out of our wonderfully unique boutiques and galleries til 7 p.m. 

Art, Music, shopping,
Wining & Dining!

Celebrate

Meet us in MiDDleburg!

November 19           October 15

Hear a local singer/songwriter on 

the corner, or view exceptional art 

by  regional artist. Or enjoy a new 

Virginia red you haven’t tried yet.

You will find Celebration Saturday 

enchanting and engaging. The 

extended hours provide a great 

opportunity to meet friends 

and family 

in the village.

Sponsored By:
Salamander Hotel & Resort

The Town of Middleburg • The Middleburg Business & Professional Association 
Print Management • Home Farm • Duchessa • Loudoun Hounds • M Studio • Middleburg Eccentric

Raffle

Winner receives

Heritage Breed

Turkey from 

The Home Farm

certified organic, certified humane

fresh or frozen $150 value

December 17

Your charity. Your family. Your interests. Compartmentalized.  
And seemingly at odds. From a higher vantage point, your values,  
your family, your interests and your money are entirely intertwined. 
Whether by design or by accident, they are all interconnected parts  
of one portfolio—your life. We, of course, suggest that you live it by 
design, using a process we call wealth planning.

We welcome your family to contact our office and learn more about 
our commitment to multi-generational wealth management or visit our 
website at http://fa.morganstanleyindividual.com/ellisonellison/.

The CGE Group at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

C. Greg Ellison, CIMA® Charles M. Ellison, CIMA® 
First Vice President Financial Advisor 
Wealth Advisor

440 W. Jubal Early Drive, Suite 260 
Winchester, VA 22601 
888-842-9595 
greg.ellison@mssb.com 

© 2011 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. NY CS 6613439 02/11

A Morgan Stanley Company 

All too often, we separate our 
lives into compartments. 

Mello Out
 2 East Federal St.

Middleburg, VA
540.687.8635

7:30 am to 5 pm Mon. thru Sat.
9 am to 5 pm Sun.

FreshDonuts!

Stop In for  
Something Yummy !
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Lovettsville - Bolington Farm, this beautiful 
manor home beside Milltown Creek on 10 
acres, has all systems updated and offers 19 
rooms, 4400 square feet and 8 working fire-
places. Dependencies include a large 10 stall 
bank barn, a creamery, Pre Civil War brick toll 
house and apartment. Income potential, paved 
road frontage. 10 minutes to MARC train to DC! 
$780,000         Jackie Hagenston   540.454.1452 

Purcellville - This is the perfect country home. 
This 4BR/2.5BA home in Philomont sits on 3 
fenced acres surrounded by horse farms. Light 
floods the interior, including the lower level 
where French doors open to a lovely stone 
patio. Tucked behind is a full house generator. 
Enjoy sitting by the tranquil fountain, grilling on 
a stone BBQ and soaking in beautiful scenery.  
$479,999         Kristin Johnson      703.673.6920 

Land For Sale 
Middleburg - Come see beautiful wooded lots... 
1 acre lot for $99,000. 4 acre lot for  $200,000. 
Linden - Apple Mountain Lake, 2 acres with a 3 
bedroom perc approved. Priced at $14,000 
Lake Anna - Come live/stay at The Waters! 
Enjoy pool & tennis also. 1 acre lot, $35,000. 
Orange Co. - Near Lake Anna. 6 acres, $55,000. 
Call Today!            Joyce Gates       540.771.7544 

Upperville - Premier historic estate renovated 
and enhanced to include top shelf facilities, 
maintaining its 1850’s architecture and original 
handcrafted details. Georgian manor house, 
stone cottages, barns, paddocks, pool. 60 acres 
in easement w/creek frontage. Views, endless 
ride-out, Piedmont Hunt territory. Near show 
grounds & polo fields. West of M’burg village.  
$5,850,000          Andy Stevens      703.568.0727 

Middleburg - Unique opportunity to buy this 
bank owned, custom designed home sited on 
24+ acres. Property offers lovely pastoral and 
mountain views! Features first floor master 
bedroom suite as one of the 6+ BRs, 6 full bath-
rooms plus 2 half BAs, 5 fireplaces, finished 
walk-out lower level, 3-car detached garage. 
95% financing avail. Call to see this gem today! 
$1,275,000            Joyce Gates       540.771.7544 

Middleburg - Beautiful bright 4 level Georgian 
townhome with a great floor plan. 3BR/2.5BA 
end unit has a sunken living room, marble fire-
place, new stainless steel appliances, hardwood 
floors, intricate crown moldings and plantation 
shutters. Flowering gardens, brick walk way, 
stone wall and beautiful private brick patio.  

www.tour.circlepix.com/437nvm  
$539,900        Kathleen Chovnick  703.340.5716 

Upperville - French provincial sited on 8+ scenic 
acres in the heart of hunt country. With long 
paved drive and boxwood-studded courtyard, 
the home features expansive gardens & lawns, 
stunning entry, and tastefully decorated rooms. 
With three finished levels, spectacular gourmet 
kitchen, and stunning patio & pool, this home 
provides indoor and outdoor living at its finest. 
$1,300,000              Kim Hurst        703.932.9651 

Leesburg - Set on a bluff with commanding 
views of the Potomac River and 18th fairway at 
the award-winning River Creek golf course; 
spectacular Renaissance end-unit townhouse, 
beautifully finished on each of 4 levels. Private 
top-floor balcony, spacious backyard, just steps 
to clubhouse dining, pool, tennis, and gym. The 
perfect combination of easy living and luxury. 
$1,075,000             Kim Hurst         703.932.9651 

Purcellville - Gorgeous estate home on 4+ acres 
with multiple upgrades. Backs to a scenic lake, 
Ashley Springs. 5 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms. 
Gourmet kitchen with granite, stainless steel 
and two dishwashers. Family room has stone 
fireplace & tall  windows. Sunroom, office with 
built-ins and hardwood floors. Finished base-
ment is an efficiency apartment with fireplace. 
$699,000            Joy Thompson      540.729.3428 

Purcellville - Top of the World VIEWS! Great 
opportunity! One of a kind, custom built stone 
and stucco contemporary with incredible views 
of the Potomac River and the Blue Ridge Mtns. 
Backs to the Harpers Ferry historic park. Large 
great room w/stone FP, beautiful wood floors. 
3 finished levels, family room, vaulted ceilings 
and built in bookcases. Very private setting. 
$529,000               Amy Adams       703.851.2051 

 

 

Delaplane - New listing! Petalwood, 25 acres.  
Traditional colonial with 4 bedrooms, 2 full, & 2 
half baths with room to expand in the unfin-
ished walkout lower level. Beautiful grounds in 
a very private setting, yet 10 minutes to Rt. 66.  
Two bay run in, approximately 10 acres cleared, 
ride out.  Wonderful opportunity to buy into 
estate neighborhood!  
$850,0000      Jackie Hagenston    540.454.1452 

Middleburg - Located on Foxcroft Road, this 
wooded 7.67 acre property sits on two lots. A 
3BR & 1.5 bath cedar contemporary home with 
cathedral ceiling and skylight, plus an old log 
cabin. Located in the heart of Piedmont Fox-
hound territory. Property is priced below it’s 
recent appraisal. Great location with privacy. 
      www.KathleenChovnick.lnfre.com 
$399,999        Kathleen Chovnick  703.340.5716 

L&F - Middleburg Sales 

 
 

 

QR CODES 
 

QR (quick response) codes are now  
available on most Long & Foster listings.  

 

QR code readers can be downloaded  
to your smart phone for free. 

 

Get concise, accurate information quickly.  
 

Print it, save it, forward it, map it, link it. 
 

TRY IT!  
 

Scan these QR codes for more info  
on these L&F listed properties. 

The Blackburn Murder

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

Directions: Take Rt. 29 south of Warrenton to Route 620.  Turn left on to Route 620 which is Elkwood 
Road at this point.  The name of the road changes but it remains Route 620.  There will be directional 
MHAA signs to guide you to the Inn.  The physical address is 16589 Edwards Shop Road, Remington, 
VA 22734-1877.

Tickets are $50 per person for MHAA members and $55 for non-members.  Lunch is included in the ticket 
price along with a memento of the day’s reunion. Reservations can be made online or by downloading a 
Registration Form and mailing it with payment to MHAA, PO Box 1497, Middleburg, VA 20118.

http:/www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

14th Annual Conference on the Art of Command in the 
Civil War: Cavalry of the North and South

Fri, Sep 30, 2011-Sun, Oct 02, 2011
The topic of this year’s conference will be Cavalry of the North and South. Nationally known 
authors and historians will be present for this annual conference on the Civil War. The con-
ference features lectures, panel discussions, book signings, and an all day bus tour relevant 

to the conference’s annual topic. 

Full registration for the conference includes all activities, a reception Friday evening, Saturday meals (coffee, 
snacks, lunch and dinner), and lunch on Sunday.

Event time: Fri 4:00-7:15pm, Sat 8am-9pm, Sun 8am-5pm
Admission Fee/Ticket Price:

$400/person full program and meals, $190/person Friday evening & Saturday day lectures (includes lunch)

MIDDLEBURG ACADEMY
Homecoming Weekend

Open House
Friday, October 7, 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

We invite you to visit our college preparatory high school and discover 
an exceptional educational experience. To RSVP, please contact the Office 
of Admission at: 

87.5

540.687.5581

35321 Notre Dame Lane   I   Middleburg, VA  20117    I   www.middleburgacademy.org

 Boys Varsity Soccer 
vs. Wakefield    5:15 pm

Girls Varsity Volleyball   
vs. Foxcroft    4:15 pm 

Daniel Morrow

This is the story of the 1854 mur-
der of VMI Cadet Tom Blackburn, the 
trials that followed, and the impact of 
those events on young men and women 
who would all too soon face the larger tri-
als of the American Civil War.

Part Three: 

Witnesses swore they re-
membered Tom Black-
burn, wearing his VMI 
dress uniform,  stepping 

onto the columned front porch of Lex-
ington’s Presbyterian Church, with Julia 
Junkin,  the minister’s daughter on his 
arm.

Just as the pair were about to enter 
the church a law student, Charles Burks 
Christian tapped Blackburn on the shoul-
der, and asked, politely by all accounts, if 
he might  “have a word” outside. 

Blackburn obliged, left the Rev. 
George Junkin’s daughter in the care of 
her friends and family,  and walked out-
side, down the steps, and into the dark-
ness of  East Nelson Street.

Those who knew the two young 
men assumed they were off to settle an 
earlier “difficulty” over a young woman,  
Blackburn’s cousin, Mary Anderson.

Mary was a striking 18-year-old 
brunette described some thirty years and 
six children after the events of 1854 as 
one of the most beautiful women in Vir-
ginia.

She lived in Fincastle, a valley 
town some forty miles south of Lexing-
ton.  

Her father, Francis Thomas An-
derson, was a prominent lawyer and 
state legislator, who would later become 
Rector of Washington & Lee College. 
Her uncle, her father’s brother, Joseph 
Reid Anderson, was well known as the 
founder of Tredegar Iron Works in Rich-
mond.  A West Point Graduate, he would 
later become a general in the Confederate 
Army. 

Mary had been invited to Lexing-
ton by her doting aunt, Evaline Moore, a 
determined matchmaker, with a keen eye 
for the tactical advantages of spending 
the Christmas and New Year’s holidays 
in a town blessed with a host of suitably 
eligible young men, many of them stu-
dents at the town’s  three leading institu-
tions of higher learning.

To her aunt’s great pleasure, Mary 
Evelyn Anderson immediately attracted 
the attention of  most, if not all the young 
men at VMI, Washington College, and 
Judge John White Brockenbrough’s law 
school.  

Not least among them was one 
of Judge Brockenbrough’s students,  
Charles Burks Christian.

Christian, later events would re-
veal,  also caught Mary’s eye.  He was 
older (He would be 20 in February) and, 
perhaps best of all, he was one of Judge 
Brockenbrough’s “bright young men.”

He had grown up in Amherst 
County, a long thirty miles southeast of 
Lexington, on the far side of the Blue 
Ridge. His father had died in 1844,  leav-
ing his young widow to care for Charles, 
then barely 10, and three younger sisters.  
Their home, “Rosedale,” still stands, not 
far from the massive “Edgehill” Planta-
tion on the James.

Like Mary’s ill-fated cousin Tom, 
Christian enjoyed a reputation as a bad 
boy.  Some said that he reveled in it.

Shortly before entering law 
school he had been expelled from Baptist 
College in Richmond for threatening to 

shoot the school’s President, the highly 
controversial Rev. Robert Ryland.  

Christian was, by local standards, 
a fashion plate, said to favor jackets in 
the English style and a neatly trimmed 
mustache.

Nor was he shy.
After meeting Mary Evelyn An-

derson at a holiday party, he immedi-
ately asked her to “walk out” with him 
to church, much to the chagrin of  her 
cousin, Tom and Tom’s VMI roommate, 
“Sandy” Bruce, the son James Coles 
Bruce of “Berry Hill,” one of the richest 
men in Virginia.

After overhearing Christian joke 
that he could “seduce any woman in Lex-
ington,” Blackburn warned his cousin 
Mary, in no uncertain terms, to stay away 
from him.

An unfortunate series of  events 
soon led to a face to face confrontation 
and what had become a well-publicized 
apology.

By Sunday, January 15, however, 
most believed that the two young men 
had settled their differences.

Indeed, not one of either Black-
burn’s or Christian’s friends followed the 
pair as they disappeared into the darkness 
of Nelson Street for “a word” with each 
other..

Five minutes later, however, Tom 
Blackburn lay bleeding to death,  with 
knife wounds in his back, his throat cut, 
and both carotid arteries severed.  

Christian fled, as word spread that 
Thomas Blackburn had not only been 
wounded, but that his wounds were fatal.   

A crowd began to gather, and 
shock began to turn to anger.

When the news reached VMI, 
Cadets mustered in the quad and quickly 
resolved to march on the town.  One later 
claimed that only the personal interven-
tion of Major Jackson prevented the Ca-
dets from lynching Christian.

A posse assembled by Lexing-
ton’s Mayor, William Jordan, soon found 
Christian in his Lexington hotel room, 
still covered with Blackburn’s blood, and 
surrounded by friends worried that he 
wouldn’t survive the night.

Christian thus gave himself up, 
not only without a struggle, but with a 
real sense of relief. 

Fearing a violent confrontation 
from what appeared to be a  growing 
lynch mob on one side and an increas-
ing phalanx of Christian’s friends on the 
other,  Mayor Jordan ordered his pris-
oner taken to the town jail by what he 
described as “a circuitous route” through 
the back streets of Lexington.   

The armed guard he posted to pro-
tect the prisoner was soon reinforced by 
a band of Christian’s fellow law students.

The day after the tragedy, after 
closely examining Blackburn’s body,  
the county coroner conducted a public 
inquest, a full and formal hearing, on the 
grounds of VMI.  

Murder, they wrote.
Less than two weeks later a full 

Court of Inquiry heard four more days of 
testimony.  

Little if any of it was favorable to 
Christian.  

Without dissent the Court of In-
quiry sent the case to the Rockbridge 
County Grand Jury, which, in turn, in-
dicted Charles Christian  . . . for murder.  

Testimony in what  was expected 
to be an open-and-shut case began in 
Lexington on April 12,1854.

It would become the O.J. Simp-
son trial of its day.

To be continued

Mary Evelyn Anderson Bruce and her husband to be,  Tom Blackburn’s 
1854 roommate, VMI Cadet  Alexander Broadax Bruce.   Courtesy of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Schilling Fisher.
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A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Friends for Life

 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Blackberry  is a 8-10 yr. 
old gorgeous Saddlebred 

who was recently rescued.  
Now a healthy loving boy, 
who is looking to be your 

horse's companion, or your 
new project horse! 

Sherman is sweet and 
slightly shy boy. He is a very 
well behaved youngster, very 

calm & attentive. He is a 
beautiful buff tabby and gets 
along great with other cats. 

Elliot a 3 yr. Lab/Hound mix is 
seeking an active home with other 
dog friends. He is house trained 

and is very social with other dogs. 
as well. Elliot needs a home with 

lots of exercise & no cats! 

Razzle is a loveable 2-3 yr. old Rott-
weiler mix. She loves people & gets 

along with dogs that have her energy 
level, but can’t live with cats. Her new 
owners will need patience to teach her 

all the experiences that come with 
living in a home, we feel she has prob-

ably never lived in a home before. 

Pebbles & Annie  
Pebbles an 8 yr. old Shet-
land Pony mare gave birth 

to Annie on 3/25/11.  Annie 
will need to be weaned soon. 

She will be med.–lg. pony 
when she grows up since 
her daddy was a horse! 

They need a very experi-
enced home to continue 

their daily training. 

Alanis is a very sweet girl 
that gets along great with other 
cats.  She was found as a stray 
all by herself and has grown up 
here. She would love to find a 

home of her own very soon!  

Gunner was rescued with 10 
starving dogs. He is a med. 

Spaniel mix who is energetic, 
affectionate & gets along well 
with other dogs. Gunner will 

need a secure fenced in yard.  

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

mhfdtn@earthlink.net  (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Rosa is a  6 mo. old Lab/Pit 
mix that is a funny girl!  She 
LOVES other dogs but she 
should not live with kitties. 

Her ideal home will have  
someone who is not gone long 
hours during the day since 
she's just a baby & needs 

socialization, plenty of  
exercise & potty breaks. 

Petunia has had tragedy in 
her short life!! She's was born 
in June & was found in a ditch 
with wire wrapped around her 
leg, neck & muzzle. She under-

went surgery to repair the 
wounds & now she's good as 

new except for one thing… she 
needs a home of her own!!  

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Saturday, October 15, 2011

WWW.VAGOLDCUP.COM540.347.2612
Proceeds benefit the Great Meadow Foundation a 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to the preservation of open space.

GREAT MEADOW
THE PLAINS, VIRGINIA

General admission tickets sold at

No Refunds

6x6.625 Gold Cup Ad_Layout 1  9/11/11  6:45 PM  Page 1

Albert P. Clark

W arning: this 
article con-
tains the opin-
ions of an 

opinionated author. 
Pets and babies alike 

elicit extremely odd be-
havior in humans who 
are trying to communi-
cate with us: high-pitched 
voices, strange pronun-
ciations, nicknames, clap-
ping, pointing, and a long 
list of other frankly weird 
behaviors. I realize that 
these aberrations in nor-
mal human activity are a 
compliment of sorts. It’s 
just a kind and gentle way 
of trying to relate to us, 
and we enjoy it. (It’s ex-
tremely entertaining on 
our end.)

Sometimes, though, 
people can make pretty se-
rious mistakes when trying 
to communicate with us, 
especially when the objec-
tive is training. Even the 
most logical person can 
fall into common practices 
that are absolutely use-
less. For instance, pushing 
our nose in our accident 
will not help us to become 
housetrained. Likewise, 
physical reactions like 
spanking do nothing but 
turn us into confused and 
frightened animals. And 
yelling at us is just plain 
silly. Trust me, we do not 
respond better if com-
mands are said at higher 
and higher volumes.

The goal when train-
ing pets is pretty simple: 
keep it consistent and keep 
it humane. Don’t confuse 
us by letting us get up on 
the furniture sometimes 
and yelling for us to get 
off of it at others. Don’t 
allow us to jump up on you 
but flip out when we jump 
up on visitors. Don’t feed 
us from the table one day 
and yell at us to stop beg-
ging the next.

As for the humane 
part, there are lots of ways 
for people to get a point 
across without inflicting 
physical discomfort or 
raising voices. Tried and 
true tactics like shaking a 
can of pennies can startle 
us enough to discourage 
unwanted behavior. More 
sophisticated devices like 
the Pet Corrector deliver a 
burst of highly pressurized 
air to create a noisy re-
minder for us to stop what 

we’re doing. Sometimes a 
simple spray of water can 
be enough to stop us in our 
tracks (please note, how-
ever, that some of us turn 
that one into a game). 

I do not recommend 
choke collars, prong col-
lars, and shock collars. I 
prefer martingale collars 
or Easy Walk Harnesses 
for leash training. And 
please don’t punish us by 
putting us in a crate for 
hours. (Crates are great as 
long as they are used in a 
positive manner and not 
as punishment). Finally, 
if we chew something up 
while our person is away, 
please know that it’s prob-
ably a sign of separation 
anxiety – not spite. An an-
gry, volatile reaction will 
compound the problem.

Canine training devic-
es have come a long, long 
way in the past 20 years. 
Any good pet supply store 
can help guide new and/
or frustrated pet owners in 
the right direction. And of 
course, the internet is al-
ways ready with tips about 
positive training methods.

As a final note, the in-
spiration for this column 
came about when I kept 
seeing really small dogs 
wearing choke collars. 
While a certain celebrity 
dog trainer has done won-
ders for many, many pet 
owners, that trainer has 
also endorsed choke col-
lars to the point that some 
people are using them on 
mini and toy breeds. These 
collars can actually cause 
tracheal collapse – most 
especially in very small 
dogs. 

When reinforcing 
good behavior or discour-
aging bad behavior, re-
member to keep it keep 
it consistent and keep it 
kind. Communicating with 
us does not have to be 
stressful. The truth is that 
all of us really, really want 
to do the right thing for 
our people. After all, it’s 
in our DNA to be man’s 
best friend!

Albert, a Jack Rus-
sell Terrier, is Chair-
man of the Board of Wylie 
Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, in 
Middleburg, Fairfax, Falls 
Church and Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes with 
four-legged friends.
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LAUREL HILL, HAYMARKET, VA
Beautiful stone and frame 5 bedroom and 4 1/2 bath home
with over 4,500 square feet of living space on 24+ private acres.
Fully renovated gourmet kitchen. Lovely screened porch with
stone walls, flagstone floors and fireplace. Large rec room over
garage with full bath. Charming den with fireplace, large family
room with fireplace. Beautiful grounds, new pool and hot tub.
$1,395,000.

Jim Thompson 540-687-3216

GOOSE WOODS, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Unique, custom, 4 BR, hexagonal, stone faced home on 32+ acres
with windows & double doors on all sides. Large deck & pool.
House sited above Goose Creek in open woods in stunning, secluded,
natural setting. Fenced for horses or cattle. Property in 3 sep. parcels:
3 acre building lot, 10 acs. with house on mostly open land; & 18
acs. mature woods with frontage on Goose Creek. Sold as an entirety.
Incredible sense of privacy. Middleburg Hunt. $1,400,000.

Carole Miller 540-687-2233

WEST PROPERTY, UPPERVILLE, VA
Located in a quaint charming village, this lovely historic
house (c. 1833) is in a superb setting with a large back
lawn and garden with pretty plantings. The house offers 2
kitchens, solarium/sunroom with brick floor. There is a
separate second house. Needs TLC, priced below assessed
value. To be sold "AS IS." $455,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Bronze Hill is a classic early stone farm house dating from the early
1800’s. It is located on the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville
Turnpike, a little northeast of the village of Middleburg. It consists
of a restored main residence with three finished levels, small guest
cottage, two bedroom house, pool, pond, barns, stable, fields and
woods on 48 acres (in two parcels). It is surrounded by farms in
scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,499,900.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

HOLLY HILL, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Minutes to Middleburg, on a quiet country road, surrounded
by 2 picturesque ponds, flowing stream, and beautiful serene
views. Holly Hill, an historic stone manor estate (c1790) is
perfectly situated on 37+ ac in 3 parcels. Main house offers 4
bedrooms, 4.5 baths accompanied by a guest house, swimming
pool, stable, 2 separate apartments, paddocks and outbuildings.
$3,300,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

CHESTNUT OAKS, UPPERVILLE, VA
Chestnut Oaks, located in Greystone just west of Upperville,
VA. Charming custom built brick colonial on 52+ acres, 4
bedrooms, 3.55 baths, lovely pine floors and stately wood
moldings. Partially fenced, 3 run-in sheds, lovely landscaped
setting, total privacy offering spectacular views. $1,750,000.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

HUNTSMANS RIDGE, WARRENTON, VA
A wonderful custom built Wetherburne home in Huntsman’s
Ridge just minutes from historic Warrenton on an acre lot. Lovely
light filled home, large front and rear covered porches, 4/5 BR,
4.5 BA, in-law suite on lower level. Fabulous sunroom with 11'
high coffered ceiling, 2 FP, hardwood floors, window transoms and
wainscoting. Great commuter location. A must see. $597,000. 

Anita Sisney 540-687-2214
Carol Fochtman 540-687-2219

HUNT COURT, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Lovely condo 13 Hunt Court. Four finished levels, 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces. Freshly painted, in pristine
condition, hardwood floors on 3 levels, carpet on lower level.
Low voltage lighting, TV, cable & internet ready. Walkout
lower level suitable for nanny or use as separate unit.
$476,700.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

MEADOW GROVE, BLUEMONT, VA
181 acre estate in the Piedmont Hunt overlooking ten acre
pond and commanding views of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Seven bedroom 1788 stone Quaker Manor House with major
2009 addition still retaining original features and woodwork.
Open and usable land. Ten stall stable, pool house, pool and
tennis court. VOF easement. $5,490,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Isobel Ziluca 540-687-2211

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING
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