
Carolee Klimchock

A feast for the eyes, the ears--and 
even flesh if you count the coop-
erative sunny, clear weather--best 
describes the parade of historic 

coaches at the Upperville Colt & Horse 
Show Saturday morning on October 8th.  

Two dozen coaches drawn by four, 
and in one case five, horses swept sprightly 
by the parade stands as onlookers snapped 
smartphone pictures and issued their appro-
bation with audible oohs and aahs--the vol-
ume seemingly increasing in direct relation 
to the diminutiveness of the horses.  Little 
and cute gets them every time.

The coaches ranged from late-nine-
teenth-century restored antiques to recently 
constructed coaches that merge reliquary 
style with contemporary design for a lighter 
weight or better fit for the horses.  But the 
most fascinating aspect of the drive--the 
stars of the show, if you will--were the driv-
ers and grooms who seamlessly put it all 
in motion and embodied the coachmen of 
yore.  In addition to a warm array of livery 
coats, dashing hats--especially on the female 
drivers and passengers-- monogrammed lap 
blankets, and gloves, several coaches had 
the additional benefit of a coach horn player 
producing the bold, bright sounds that only 
the unusually long, brass coaching horn can 
make.

I came to watch the coaching drive as 
a part of my research as a graduate student at 
Yale working on a dissertation on the history 
of coaching in America during the Gilded 

Age.  So, from my perspective, the National 
Sporting Library’s celebratory coaching 
drive that celebrated the opening of its new 
Museum--was historic in two senses of the 
word: one, the historic nature of coach driv-
ing generally, and, two, the sheer number of 
coaches coming together in a single event in 
recent memory. 

It brought to life a topic I spend much 
of my time researching, usually indoors, 
sometimes in dank library basements, or at 
my desk at home with a computer in front of 
me, a lukewarm cup of coffee to my right, 
and a cat in my lap.  So the chance to see an 
event such as the drive in scenic Upperville 
invigorated all my senses in a way that only 
live performance can.

So what is the history of coach driv-
ing that the historic coaching drive chan-
neled? (I’m so glad you asked!)  The tech-
nique and style of coaching harkens back to 
British royal mail coaches of the eighteenth 
century that carried packages, passengers, 
and news across the country. 

The coaching horn played by a guard 
dramatically announced its arrival in town. 
These coaches were more than just trans-
portation; they facilitated cultural connec-
tivity and the spread of information.  People 
depended on coach drivers to bring more 
than the mail, but also news and culture 
from other parts of the country.  

Young women in rural areas would 
get coachmen to pick up hats and clothes in 
the latest styles that could only be found in 
London, and in exchange they would pre-
pare hearty home-cooked food for the driver’s 
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Middleburg Women Crowned 
USTA League National Champions

The women’s team from 
Middleburg, Va. representing 
the USTA Mid-Atlantic Sec-
tion, captured the national title 

at the USTA League 4.0 Senior National 
Championships held at the Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, Calif. 
from Oct. 14 to Oct. 16.

 The Middleburg team defeated 
a team from Beverly, Mass., 2-1 in the 
Championship match.  Ear-
lier in the day, the Middleburg 
team defeated a team from 
Tulsa, Okla., 3-0 in the semi-
finals.  They advanced this far 
by winning their round-robin 
flight contested Friday and 

Saturday. 
The team is captained by Joan 

Eliot and features Kelsey Leachman, 
Kristen Byers, Maria Eldredge, Pat-
ty Jarvis, Elaine Burden, Kimberley 
Smithers, Angela Prow, Kristiane Gra-
ham, Stewart Herbert, Page Dimos and 
plays at the Middleburg Tennis Club, 
Middleburg, Va.
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of Vir-
ginia’s policy for achieving equal housing opportu-
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and support advertising and marketing programs in 
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cause of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
elderliness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is subject to 
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tion because of race, color, religion, national origin, 
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advertising for real estate that violates the fair 
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all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on equal opportunity basis. For more informa-
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Fair Housing office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free 
call (888) 551-3247. For the hearing impaired 
call (804) 367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.
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White Goose Ln - Purcellville - Picturesque english country fam-
ily home w/lake & Pool. master main w/luxurious bathroom; gourmet 
kitchen/family room; firePlace & viking aPPliances. mud room w/sePa-
rate laundry room and loo. rec-room & sPorts bar w/firePlace. gym 
& seParate Playroom. exPansive outdoor living sPace. deck, multiPle 
Patios, Private Pool w/terrace. Private boating & fishing dock.

DresDen Farm noW avaiLabLe– this beautifully maintained 125 acre 
horse farm includes a circa 1785 5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall bel-
mont barn with 8 Paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
seParate tack room. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a Pool, and a 5 acre Pond. ProPerty with Potential easement 
restrictions.

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

middleburg
real estate

Atoka Conservation Exchange 
Specializing in land easements to serve 

clients’ conservation and financial objectives

Charlie Westbrook 703-447-9505  
www.atokaconservation.com

White oaks Farm, - miDDLeburG - now available. 60 outstanding acres 
in the exclusive foxcroft area just 10 minutes from middleburg. turnkey 
horse farm with a beautifully restored 1890’s 4 bedroom, 2 full 2 half bath 
manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard stable 
with an imPressive Party/hunt breakfast room, 7 Paddocks with new fencing. 
2 additional dwellings.

atoka Chase - middleburg - incredible custom luxury home on 10 
acre lot. 2 story foyer, cathedral & 9’ ceilings. open floor plan. 
hardwood & marble flooring. kitchen island, granite countertoPs, 
euroPean aPPl., fixtures and lighting. renovated luxury baths. Plan-
tation shutters, ceiling fans, skylights, built-ins, large rooms & tons 
of storage. outdoor sPa. covered wraP around Porch w/ mtn/view...

Fox trot Way, LeesburG - your clients will not be sisaPPointed.  this 
is a must see in a fantastic neighborhood in leesburg. 5th bedroom in 
walk out basement.  granite counter in kitchen. wood floors on main 
level. motivated seller.

540-270-3835 $5,900,000Peter PejaCseviCh

703-408-0719  $1,645,000WenDy anDreWs

540-454-1399  $1,200,000sCott buzzeLLi

540-454-1399  $559,500sCott buzzeLLi

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

rokeby roaD – uPPerviLLe -true custom finishes -reclaimed hard-
wood flooring throughout w/custom terra cotta/wood, limestone 
toPs, master bedroom on main floor , custom-built-ins, custom kitch-
en w/granite toPs, high-end Plumbing & lighting, well landscaPed w/
Pond & stone walls, mahogany garage doors, custom ceilings, easy 
access to rte50.

540-270-3835 $1,249,000Peter PejaCseviCh

korea Ln, - miDDLeburG -  amazing 148+/- acre fox cross estate with 
gated entrance & stream just 2 miles from middleburg. huge 7 bed, 7 
bath all brick manor home w/massive room sizes and three finished lev-
els. exPansive deck overlooks the Pool and Patio. wooded & oPen acre-
age with fenced Pastures, 2 barns and two guest houses. sub-dividable 
land not in easement.  

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter PejaCseviCh

miLLraCe Lane – marshaLL - Picturesque turn-key equestrian ProPerty 
on 20 acres with immaculate custom home and manicured grounds. mt. 
views, rolling acres, fenced Pastures, dog kennel, guest house, 9 stall 
barn connected to indoor arena, 2 run-in/equiPment buildings, Paddock 
and Pond also available additional 58 acres with workshoP and creek 
fq7609128. this is a must see!!!

540-454-1399  $1,395,000sCott buzzeLLi

huntinG hiLLs Ln – PurCeLLviLLe - fabulous custom modern/contemPo-
rary home comPrised of unique architectural lines and fine craftsmanshiP 
combined with soaring walls of glass which Provide excePtional views of 
the country side & mountains. toP of the line gourmet kitchen has wood 
burning firePlace, custom cabinetry on all levels, loft family room, exceP-
tional master suite with Private deck, +3 bedroom guest house.

540-454-1399  $839,000sCott buzzeLLi

southeby Court - winchester - unParalleled builders own residence 
features brick/stone exterior * detached/attached 9 car garage w/
hvac*hardwood floors * lighting * sound * security * extensive win-
dow treatments * firePlaces * two gourmet kitchens * beatifully aP-
Pointed * sunroom to sPectacular Pool/bath house setting *  not enough 
words to describe the details and offerings of this sPecial home.

703-203-9766  $1,895,000jim Lemon

maDison st, miDDLeburG - 3-bedroom ranch. fantastic location in 
town of middleburg – across from middleburg elementary school. 
beautiful and wide views onto oPen land with mature trees. sold as-
is. fun fixer-uPPer. wonderful Potential. great investment ProPerty.

703-408-0719  $219,000WenDy anDreWs

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter PejaCseviCh

CoLChester roaD, PurCeLLviLLe - beautiful home down winding drive-
way on 3+ acres - welcome to lily ridge! extensive uPgraded moldings, 
built-ins, Plantation shutters, hardwood floors, 9ft+ ceilings, wood 
stove, mstr bedroom with huge sitting room. 480 sqft addition with 
vaulted ceiling. uPdated kitchen with ss aPPliances, rear covered Patio, 
fenced yard. hvac, tank less water heater, exterior trim, hardiPlank all 
newly rePlaced. charming location near the Philomont general store!

703-774-6109  $695,000marqui simmons

Cover Photo by
© Jim Graham 2011

http://jimgraham.exposure-
manager.com/g/2011_national_
sporting_library_drive_weekend

News of Note

P r o P e rt i e s  i n  H u n t  C o u n t ry

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

tRANqUILIty fARM

CUttS CoRNER

Gently rolling and mostly open land bound
by US 17, SR 845 and SR 245 at Old Tavern
across from Great Meadow. 22.9 acres.
Prime for light farming or other agricultural
use. Property has multiple divisional rights
with potential for easement and tax credits.  

$495,000
Sheryl heckler (540) 272-4300

fRog hoLLoW

BLUE RIDgE AvENUE

Move in ready. Charming remodeled Middleburg
property. Offering 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, new
Kitchen and hardwood floors s Fully finished
walk-out basement with Family Room and Office
or Guest Bedroom s Large deck off  the kitchen,
spacious fenced side yard and plenty of  storage
space all in a convenient in-town  location.                                                       

$359,000
Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

MAgNoLIA hILL

c. 1880, delightful stucco Virginia Farmhouse on 1+
acre in   historic Rectortown s3 Bedrooms, 2.5
Baths sFormal Dining Room s Living Room with
Fireplace s Paneled Den with Fireplace sLarge
Kitchen s Front Porch and Terrace sSweeping
lawns, stone walls, and small stream sIdeal coun-
try living. 
Also available for Rent at $2000/Mo $687,500

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

ALLAWAy

RAPPAhANNoCk CoUNty - c.1730 Retreat on 186
acres midway between Warrenton and
Charlottesville. Amenities  include a Guest House
sPool sCreek s Stabling sShow ring & tractor barn
s Gated Security s This home is surrounded by
large    hayfields and a protective ring of  mature
trees. sBull Run Hunt s Additional Land available.                                                

$1,295,000
Alex Sharp (540) 219-4425

ASPEN hILL

Charming country cottage on 12+ private and
peaceful acres.  Home features hardwood
floors, Formal Living room with fireplace, large
eat-in Kitchen with glass doors to back terrace.
1st Floor Master Bedroom and two guest
bedrooms on 2nd level. Walkout basement with
1/2 bath, space for bedroom or Rec. Room and
laundry. $650,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

hIgh thICkEt

RAPPAhANNoCk CoUNty-114 acres of  gently
rolling fields and woodland. Situated in the center
of  the Thornton Hill Hounds Hunt Territory.
sStunning views of  Old Rag from the 4000 sq ft
Georgian Style  home s Large modern kitchen
sWet Bar sGuest House. sHeated Indoor Pool s5
Stall Barn and Sheds  sRiding Trails run through-
out the land.                           $1,650,000 oLREA

Alex Sharp (540) 219-4425

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Turn Key Horse Property on  25 Acres located between
Middleburg and The Plainss7 Stall Center-Aisle Stable
with spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment above s5 Paddocks
s2 Run-In Sheds sLarge Ring sSpacious  Residence  has
5 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 2 Half  Baths & 2 Fireplaces s
Huge Unfinished Basement with additional Fireplace
sOrange County Hunt s. Great ride-out. Possible
ownerfinancing.                                        $1,475,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

Purcellville-c. 1807, Fully renovated 4 bedroom, 3.5
bath Federal-style stone home on 23+ acres nestled
along the North Fork of  Goose Creek. Hardwood
floors, 4 fireplaces, 10’ foot ceilings, and plaster
crown moldings. Original stone springhouse,
smokehouse, 5-stall bank barn with finished guest
apartment/office, 3 bedroom Tenant house and
spring-fed pond. Ideal small horse farm. $1,750,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201
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Steve Jobs
1955-2011

He has been compared to 
Edison and DaVinci.  Ap-
ple alone has been credited 
with having revolutionary 

impacts on nearly every relation-
ship between the users of informa-
tion technology and the  technology 
itself.  Pixar changed movie-making 
forever.  And Tim Berners-Lee de-
signed the world wide web on Jobs’ 
neXT machine, designed  when he 
had been driven out of the company 
he founded.

He is also, for better or worse, 
responsible for the Middleburg Ec-
centric. The paper would not, and 
arguably could not, exist without the 
technology he created.  

A 1995 interview with Jobs by 
our publisher, then Director of the 
Computerworld Smithsonian Awards 
Program, has been  described as one 
of the “seven best reads on Steve 
Jobs’s life.” For the full interview 
see: http://www.cwhonors.org/ar-
chives/histories/jobs.pdf

On Friday, October 14, 
2011, at his residence 
in Paris, VA. He lived 
in Clarke and Loudoun 

County for 27 years where he 
and his wife published the re-
gional magazine Novascope and 
developed the publishing house 
and design advertising agency 
Lost Mountain Graphics. Lost 
Mountain Graphics continues to 
be a part of the Loudoun County 
business community, and their 
main offices have been located in 
Middleburg since 1987. He was 
born July 24,1957 in Hollywood, 
CA and spent most of his child-
hood in that state. He attended 
the University of the South and 
then Florida Atlantic University, 
where he met his future wife. He 
married and moved to Virginia in 
1984 where he remained until his 
death. His artistic talent, creativ-
ity, humor, and gentle spirit will 
be missed by all who knew him. 
His artistic gifts were the cen-
tral talent that he brought to the 
many clients and projects that 
Lost Mountain produced through 
the years. He was one of the most 
outstanding designers in the re-
gion in publishing and graphics. 
His creativity also extended to 
painting in oils and watercolors, 
writing, editing books and other 
publications, and noteworthy 
golf shots on the local courses. 
Mark and his wife Joy have 
loved their many years here in 
Virginia and are deeply grateful 

for the friendships and many ac-
tivities they have enjoyed in the 
local and regional communities 
over the years. He is survived 
by his wife and business partner 
Joy Hursey Schwab Smith; his 
mother Dale Eadon Smith; his 
two sisters Melissa Smith Dit-
trich and Michelle Smith Santar-
elli; Joy’s three children Mindy 
Schwab Olowin, Debbie Schwab 
Simpson, and Perry Jon Schwab; 

and many close family members 
including grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded 
in death by his father Frank Ar-
nold Smith.  A memorial service 
was held on Monday, October 
17 at Lost Mountain Graphics 
in Middleburg. The Mark Eadon 
Smith Memorial Fund is current-
ly being established; for more in-
formation please call Lost Moun-
tain Graphics at 540-687-3314.

Mark Eadon Smith
1957-2011
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News of Note

Eleven years ago when 
Mayo Brown asked Paul 
and Avis Hodge for help 
in saving the Unison Store 

from developers, neither he nor the 
Hodges, nor the many individuals 
and organizations who later helped, 
could have imagined they were 
launching a campaign that would 
turn 8,000 acres of scenic Virginia 
countryside into a  new Civil War 
battlefield historic district.

Back in 1862, it would be 
easy to imagine President Abraham 
Lincoln’s frustration with Union 
General George McClellan.

Lincoln had personally creat-
ed a battle plan that, had it succeed-
ed,  might capture the Confederate 
capital of Richmond and bring the 
Civil War to an early end. The odds 
were in McClellan’s favor. Lee’s 
troops were outnumbered and be-
yond the Blue Ridge Mountains 
more than 50 miles farther from 
Richmond than McClellan’s army. 
But no one knew the odds better 
than General Lee.

As McClellan’s Army of 
the Potomac entered Loudoun 
County in November, 1862, Lee 
ordered his faithful Gen. J.E.B. 
Stuart to slow McClellan’s much 
larger force until Lee could march 
his troops south and back over the 
Blue Ridge.

Stuart’s cavalry and horse 
artillery delayed McClellan’s 
slowly moving forces for three 

days around Unison. Lincoln’s 
plan failed. He removed McClellan 
from command and Lee moved on 
to fight again.

“Thus, a small battle in the 
Loudoun Valley had a dispropor-
tionate impact upon the course of 
the campaign and the war in Vir-
ginia,” according to National Park 
Service historian and cartographer 
David Lowe in his history of the 
Battle of Unison.

“Our concern about the 
Unison Store 11 years ago,” said 
Hodge, “was that it was bankrupt 
and might be demolished, forever 
changing our historic village.

“When Mayo came and 
asked what could be done to save 
the store. I suggested we create a 
village nonprofit and an historic 
district. And we did.” Hodge filed 
all state and federal forms and es-
tablished the Unison Preservation 
Society (UPS) in September, 2001. 
The charter reads “…to create an 
historic district for one of Loudoun 
County’s oldest villages, help save 
and restore the 1870’s Unison 
Store, preserve the village and rural 
roads and the surrounding country-
side.”

Villagers rallied round the 
new nonprofit UPS and raised over 
$10,000 to create the Unison Vil-
lage Historic District. 

One reason for creating the 
historic district was that buildings 
in it… such as the Unison store… 

are eligible for state and federal 
restoration tax credits, said Hodge. 
“Local developer and preservation-
ist Coe Eldredge bought and me-
ticulously restored the store using 
those tax credit programs. It helped 
preserve the village.”     

According to Virginia histo-
rian Gene Scheel, the Unison area 
“…is one of the best-preserved 
19th Century rural landscapes in 
Virginia. It is well worth preserv-
ing.”

Unisonians learned about the 
little known Battle of Unison while 
successfully fighting a proposed 
housing subdivision outside the 
new village historic district. Neigh-
bor Mitch Diamond saw an article 
in Blue and Gray Magazine and 
did further research. UPS invited 
historians to the village and then 
got a grant to study the battle from 
the National Park Service’s Ameri-
can Battlefield Protection Program 
(ABPP).

David Lowe’s 52-page histo-
ry of the battle led Hodge and oth-
ers to propose creating the Unison 
Battlefield Historic District. UPS 
then won two additional ABPP 
grants to help put the battlefield 
on Virginia and National Historic 
Registers.

Hodge was familiar with his-
toric districts having been an active 
preservationist when he and Avis 
lived in Old Town Alexandria and 
while covering the National Park 

Dedicated Citizens Win Fight to Preserve 8,000 
Acres of Historic Unison Battlefield Countryside

16 South Madison Street  Middleburg, Virginia 
540-687-5633

www.highcliffeclothiers.com  customtailor@aol.com

11/1/11
SPIVEY CUFFLINK 

TRUNK SHOW
BOTH ONLY OCCUR ONCE THIS YEaR !

COmE jOIN US ON THIS SPECIaL daY FOR a SPECIaL SHOWINg OF SPIVEY CUFFLINKS.
SPIVEY CUFFLINKS … UNIqUE, SPECIaL, aWESOmE… SOURCEd gLOBaLLY, madE IN

 THE USa UTILIzINg SOmE OF THE COOLEST maTERIaLS FOUNd ON THE PLaNET aNd 
SOmE FROm OUTER SPaCE TOO.

TUESdaY 11/1/11 4-8
 mEET THE dESIgNER mEgaN SPIVEY g.g.

SEE WHaT amazINg CREaTIONS SHE maKES WITH

 FOSSILIzEd dINOSaUR dUNg ,mETEORS, LaPIS, STERLINg aNd mORE.
FOOd aNd dRINK PROVIdEd.

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Duchessa’s Fabulous Fashion 
Show for The Canon Ball 
Classic at Creighton Farms

From bottom left; Liz Reinhardt-Blewitt, Tanya Giuliani, Krista Strud-
er | Middle row;  Elaine Schildbach, Cathy Struder, Mable Walsh | Top 
row; Lucy Edwards, Bethann Beeman, Sharda Edwards.

Service as a Washington Post re-
porter.

As a result of the research 
funded by these grants, what ini-
tially began as a crusade to save a 
village store created a nonprofit, 
a village historic district and now 
the 8,000-acre Unison Battlefield 
Historic District. It stretches eight 
miles from Philomont, through 
Unison to Uppervillle. It was 
placed on the Virginia Landmarks 
Register Sept. 22 and is expected 
to go on the National Register of 
Historic Places this winter.   

It already is being hailed as 
one of the nation’s best preserved 
battlefield historic districts. More 
than 50 percent of the land within 
it is under conservation easements.

“What is unusual is that the 
battlefield historic district has been 
supported by federal, state and 
county governments, by residents 
and by two dozen national, region-
al and local nonprofit groups:  A 
virtually unanimous endorsement 
by the largest and most influential 
preservation groups around,” said 
Hodge.

“We owe a lot not just to 
dedicated UPS members and Coe 
Eldredge, but to county , state and 

federal officials and to architec-
tural historian Maral Kalbian who 
worked two years on the nomina-
tion. It was a team effort extraordi-
naire!”

Three colorful Civil War 
Trail signs about the Battle of Uni-
son and the battlefield will be dedi-
cated October 29th at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Unison United Methodist 
Church, prior to Unison’s annual 
Heritage Day fall festival.  

The Unison Store is for sale 
again, now beautifully restored, 
and UPS hopes a dedicated steward 
will purchase it.  

“It is at the center of three 
historic districts, including Loud-
oun’s Beaverdam Creek Historic 
Roadways District,” said Hodge, 
“and part of it could be a history 
and community center for one of 
Virginia’s best preserved historic 
areas.”

Visitors are welcome at the 
Civil War Trails signs dedication, 
and at the Unison Heritage Day 
Festival, held at the Unison Store.  
Festival tickets are $30 a person 
and support the battlefield and UPS 
preservation projects. For further 
information see the UPS website at 
www.Unisonva.org. 

Spectacular Celebration 
Opens National Sporting Museum

On a beautiful October 
evening, over 400 dis-
tinguished and elegantly 
dressed guests gathered 

to help The National Sporting 
Library officially open their new 
Sporting Museum in Middleburg, 
Virginia.

The tent was splendid and 
dinner was delicious but nothing 
could rival the truly spectacular 
show, “Afield in America:  400 
Years of Animal and Sporting 
Art,” that debuted the new mu-
seum.

Curated by F. Turner Re-
uter, the exhibit features over 150 
paintings and sculptures on loan 
from museums and private col-
lectors across the country.  Reuter 
met with guests and spoke about 
several of the fabulous pieces that 
grace the rooms of the beautifully 
renovated and expanded 1804 
Vine Hill Mansion.

In the exhibition, the works 
of Bierstadt, Audobon, Reming-
ton, Homer and Troye join those 
of lesser-known artists to illustrate 
how American animal and sport-
ing artists developed a unique 
American Style.  The luxuriously 
illustrated catalogue explores this 
in greater depth with scholarly es-
says.

Guests were thrilled by the 
magnitude of what the NSLM 
has achieved by creating the new 
museum.  As they strolled past 

the boxwood gardens to dinner 
in a three-story tent on the crest 
of the grounds, they found them-
selves in a magical environment 
Silk draped the ceiling and walls 
and immense reproductions from 
the Library’s rare book collection 
were framed and hung on all the 
walls.

“No celebration in either 
New York or Paris could rival 
this,” a glamorous guest remarked.

Jacqueline B. Mars, vice 
chairman of the NSLM board, and 
Anjela Guarriello served as gala 
co-chairs. 

Both Executive Director 
Rick Stoutamyer, and Chairman 

of the Board Manuel H. Johnson 
agreed that creating an environ-
ment that preserves historic works 
of art and reflects the character of 
country life that it seeks to protect 
has been an extraordinary mis-
sion.

“This is a logical extension 
of the Library which was founded 
in 1954 by George L. Ohrstrom, 
Sr., and Alexander Mackay-
Smith,” explained Stoutamyer.

 “It’s quite an accomplish-
ment,” added Johnson.

“A wonderful team of indi-
viduals has helped us make this 
possible.  We owe a sincere debt 
of gratitude to every one of them.” 

Philomont Girl’s Death 
Inspires Gift of Smiles

O n August 9th, five-year-
old Sadie Grace Ablard 
died from a head injury 
sustained at a birthday 

party. Her mother, Sara Ablard of 
Philomont, is attempting to turn 
tragedy into something positive 
by supporting a cause important 
to Sadie. Below is Sara’s letter to 
our community.

  Since my daughter Sadie’s 
death 10 weeks ago, I’ve found 
some comfort for my heartbreak 
by channeling my energy into 
something positive that will help 
others: fundraising for SmileT-
rain.

As often happens, it all 
starts with a smile. 

I clearly remember Sa-
die’s first smile. Not just a reflex 
smile but her first real smile. She 
showed me that first gummy grin 
when she was eight weeks old 
and she never lived a day with-
out beaming several times during 
the day. Even on grumpy days, 
she would find things to look de-
lighted about…a funny passage in 
a book, the crazy antics of goats 
on our property, finally getting 
through that difficult violin piece, 
finding colorful yarn for her next 
knitting project, watching a but-
terfly land on a flower…Sadie 
found joy in so many areas of life.

S a -
die wanted to 
give others the 
chance to smile 
too.   Not just 
a partial smile 
but a wide-open 
grin. She was 
troubled that 
some people are 
born with cleft 
lip and cleft 
palate and that 
ninety-five per-
cent of children 
born with a cleft 
in developing 
countries never 
receive surger-
ies. Not only can 
they not smile, 
but they have 
trouble eating 
or speaking property. They often 
aren’t allowed to attend school, 
marry, or hold a job. They face 
difficult lives because they are 
too poor to afford a simple sur-
gery. Sadie wanted to provide 
them a chance to smile.

Sadie first learned about 
SmileTrain when we were walk-
ing through Dulles Town Cen-
ter.   She saw banners promoting 
the cause with often-seen photos 
of children with cleft palate. She 
asked, “What’s wrong with that 
boy?”  I explained as best I could 
that afternoon and then we went 
home and learned more online. 
She showed great compassion for 
these children, and she wanted to 
help. That Christmas, we asked 
for donations instead of gifts, and 
we raised $500 which fully fund-

ed two “smiles” for children.
With Sadie’s death, I’m 

continuing her cause. It’s my 
goal to raise enough money in my 
lifetime to fund a child’s smile 
surgery for every day that Sadie 
lived.   That’s $250 per smile for 
1,913 days for a total of $478,250. 
It’s a bold goal, but then Sadie 
lived with a bold heart and with 
much compassion for others. 

With each smile we fund, we 
help improve the life of a child, 
and we’re doing so in memory 
of my joyful Sadie who blessed 
us with her beaming, contagious 
smile. She would be delighted to 
be contributing to sharing more 
smiles with others. 

Since one of Sadie’s other 
passions was running, I’m orga-
nizing a 5K run on what would 

have been her 
sixth birthday, 
Saturday, May 
12, 2012, with 
all proceeds go-
ing to SmileT-
rain. She loved 
to run longer and 
longer portions 
our 3.5 mile 
loop, sometimes 
taking a break in 
the baby jogger 
but just as often 
challenging me 
in a race. 

When I 
was having a 
hard time keep-
ing up with her 
sprints, she’d 
look back and 
shout “Now 

you’re getting it!” while cheering 
on our “girl power!” At only five 
years old, she was on her third 
pair of running shoes.

In our short time together, 
my daughter taught me empathy, 
generosity and the benefits of liv-
ing with an open heart. Now that 
she’s gone, I sustain myself by 
continuing her good works.

If you’d like to join me in 
this cause, visit Sadie’s page on 
the SmileTrain site:   http://sup-
port.smiletrain.org/goto/Sadie. 
For those interested in learning 
more about the May 12th Loudoun 
County run or for details on how 
to participate, volunteer or be-
come an event sponsor, contact 
me at sablard@gmail.com or visit 
www.sadiesmilefoundation.org.

Volunteers  Matt Hannon,  Mary South Hutchison, Bill Waller, Terri 
O’Dowd, Jeri Coulter, Edee Tudor, Megan Hubbard, Lindsay  Berreth, 
Andrew Osborne
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JILL VOGEL
REPUBLICAN STATE SENATOR   27TH DISTRICT

RE-ELECT

VOTE NOV. 8TH!

Endorsed by:
Governor Bob McDonnell

Congressman Frank Wolf 

Congressman Robert Hurt

Sheriff Charlie Ray Fox, 
Fauquier County Sheriff

Sheriff Charles E. Jett, 
Stafford County Sheriff

Sheriff Lenny Millholland, 
Winchester Sheriff

Sheriff Anthony Roper, 
Clarke County Sheriff

Sheriff Robert T. Williamson, 
Frederick County Sheriff

National Federation of 
Independent Business

Virginia Farm Bureau

Virginia League of 
Conservation Voters

National Rifle Association

Northern Virginia 
Technology Alliance

The Washington Post

GO ONLINE: www.senatorjillvogel.com 
Paid for and authorized by Senator Jill Vogel for Senate

“Jill Vogel... is a lawyer with an 
impressive command of state and local 
issues, zest for her work and a record 
of achievement that includes expanding 
access to higher education.”

Megan Catherwood

W hen 2008 gradu-
ate Matthew Min-
nicino of Leesburg 
first packed his 

belongings for college, he re-
membered to take sheets and 
towels, his dorm fridge, and 
the seventeen credits he had al-
ready earned during his career 
at Middleburg Academy.  Those 
were almost enough credits, in 
fact, for Matt to have entered 
the University of Virginia as a 
sophomore, had he elected to 
do so.  Like a number of his 
Middleburg Academy class-
mates, Matt accumulated most 
of these college credits through 
the school’s unique and on-site 
Dual Enrollment (DE) program, 
well before his UVA education 
had formally begun.   

Dual Enrollment credits, 
as well as a smaller number 
of credits earned through Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) classes, 
allowed Matt to bypass several 
of UVA’s required first- and 
second-level classes (English, 
composition, and science) and 
move ahead quickly to explore 
the courses that truly ignit-
ed his passion.  He has never 
looked back. 

“I feel I am just as strong 
or stronger a writer and as well-
grounded in science and his-
tory as my college classmates 
who took those courses, thanks 
to my pre-college preparation 
at Middleburg Academy,” ex-
plains Minnicino.

 “Fairly early on in col-
lege, I was able to determine 
my double major [English and 
Theatre Arts] and jump into the 
more interesting, advanced-

level courses that were then 
opened up to me.”  

And jump in he did.  Now 
a senior, Matt has been on the 
Dean’s List every semester 
since arriving at one of Virgin-
ia’s top academic institutions.   

The uncommon breadth 
of the advanced course work 
made available to students at 
Middleburg Academy is tied to 
the strength of the school’s cur-
riculum and faculty.   In addi-
tion to an exceptional number 
of teachers holding advanced 
degrees (86% have masters or 
doctorates), a significant por-
tion are also certified to teach 
college-level courses on our 
college-prep campus.  

Many high schools, both 
public and private, offer col-
lege-level work through Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) classes, 
and Middleburg Academy is 
no exception. Depending on 
an individual’s AP exam score 
and the policies of the institu-
tion they plan to attend (which 
can vary considerably), stu-
dents may be granted advanced 
standing.  

The school’s Dual Enroll-
ment offerings, unique among 
independent schools in the re-
gion, by definition ensure that 
full college credits are award-
ed at all fifteen of Virginia’s 
public universities to any stu-
dent who receives a grade of 
C or higher in a DE-certified 
course.  And the good news is 
that rigorous DE coursework is 
similarly acknowledged by vir-
tually every public and private 
college outside the state.

Matt Minnicino is one of 
several hundred Middleburg 
Academy alumni who have 

graduated from high school 
with both a strong college pre-
paratory education and actual 
college credits.  Checking with 
other young alumni yields sim-
ilarly impressive results:  like 
seniors at Cornell and Wake 
Forest, both of whom arrived 
at their campuses with twenty 
college credits already earned.   

All of this may be music 
to the ears of parents, many of 
whom have heard the recent 
statistic that one-third of all 
college students do not gradu-
ate within six years.

To learn more about 
Middleburg Academy’s Dual 
Enrollment Program, contact 
Charles Britton, Admissions 
Director, at cbritton@middle-
burgacademy.org or call 540-
687-5581, ext. 3008.  Visit the 
school’s website at www.mid-
dleburgacademy.org.

Middleburg Academy offers 
on-campus college-level courses

Matt Minnicino is one of several 
hundred Middleburg Academy 
alumni who have graduated from 
high school with both a strong 
college preparatory education 
and actual college credits.  The 
Leesburg resident is shown here 
in performance of one of his 
own dramatic works through 
UVA’s theatre department.

We all have heard the 
horror stories. Starv-
ing horses; Grey-
hounds dumped like 

trash after they can no longer run; 
dogs on chains in the sun without 
food or water; illegal puppy mills, 
overcrowded shelters, people hoard-
ing multiple animals in atrocious 
conditions.  After getting over the 
shock, there are things that can be 
done.

Fortunately there are people 
who spend their time, effort and 
money to alleviate the plight of 
these “poor souls without a voice.”  
These helpless animals are in need 
of our loving support to balance the 
sometimes cruel or ill-advised hu-
mans in charge of their care.

The members of  the Animal 
Rescue Fund (ARF) is just such a 
group of caring people. You can help 
them help animals in need by doing 
some of your holiday shopping at 
their first Fabulous Estate Sale, No-
vember 19th and 20th at Buchanan 
Hall in Upperville, Virginia.

Animal Rescue Fund mem-
bers have gathered an incredible 
assortment of beautiful items just in 
time for the holiday shopping sea-
son. Why not consider doing some 
of your “Present Buying” for your 
family and friends at this fabulous 
sale. 

You will find a collection of 
furniture, linens, decorative items, 
Christmas décor, clothing, books, 
paintings, antique hat pins, jewelry 
and much, much more.  Included is 
a wonderful pair of 30” tall cande-
labra, a complete never used set of 

crystal glassware, French sofa and 
chair, vases, kitchen items, designer 
purses and stocking stuffers of every 
kind.

Please plan to visit Upper-
ville’s Buchanan Hall, a venue 
large enough to display the array 
of goods, Saturday, November 19th 
or Sunday, October 20th.   You 
will find ample convenient park-
ing. Please note the ARF ad in this 
Eccentric issue. Every dollar you 
spend at the sale will go directly to 
aid our animal friends. 

Come to the all- volunteer 
staffed ARF Estate Sale  at Buchan-
an Hall, in Upperville on Route 50 
on Saturday, November 19th and 
Sunday, November 20th from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m for the best Holiday 
bargain shopping ever.

If you have something special 
to donate, there is still time. Please 
contact ARF at 540 364 9123.

Calling All Animal Lovers 
& Bargain Hunters

Ph
o

to
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u
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Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
Nov.
10th

Deadline
for

Nov.
24th

Issue

540.687.3200



Page 8   Middleburg Eccentric    •   October 27, 2011 ~ November 24, 2011 Middleburg Eccentric    •   October 27, 2011 ~ November 24, 2011 Page 9

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

News of Note

From early planning 
to the family dinner,
we pride ourselves on being the 
single point of contact for your home 
improvement. BOWA transforms 
houses into homes™ through the design 
and construction of luxury renovations 
and additions. As your single point of 
accountability, we execute and manage 
the entire design and construction 
process and client experience. 
Combined with our expertise and 
culture of Heroic Customer Service, 
this allows us to provide our clients 
with the best in service, craftsmanship 
and value. So, when you have a project 
of any size in mind, call BOWA first.

Renovate
BEFORE

youryourLifestyle

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

Christmas in Middleburg

Christmas in 
Middleburg begins 
officially this year on 
Friday, December 2, 

with carols and a tree lighting 
ceremony.

Saturday’s Christmas 
Festival continues to grow.

At 8:30, Saturday morn-
ing, December 3, Santa arrives 
at Middleburg Elementary 
School for breakfast and a si-
lent auction.  At 9:00 the Craft 
Fair opens at Middleburg 
Community Center, and at 
10:00 the Christmas Greens 
Sale at the Emmanual Episco-
pal Church Parish House.

At 11:00 Middleburg 
Hunt Review steps off, with 
a parade of mounted riders 
and hounds  down the Middle-
burg’s main street, Washing-
ton Street

At 2:00 PM the tradition-
al Christmas Parade begins, 
with bands, marching units, 
and Santa.

For the first time this 
year organizers have an-
nounced a Christmas “Wine 
Crawl,”  featuring tastings 
of both local and imported 
wines.  Tasting fees for quali-
fied adults will include cou-
pons for winery visits, includ-
ing: 

Swedenburg Winery at 
Middleburg Country Inn
Boxwood Winery at the 

Boxwood Tasting Room
Barrel Oak Winery at the 
Barrel Oak Tasting Room 
and Gallery
French Hound at the Wine 
Cellar
Julien’s at Julien’s Wine 
Bar
Salamander Market

Town Council 
Approves MOU

In early October, Town 
Council formally agreed 
to join the Christmas in 
Middleburg Volunteer Orga-
nization and the town’s Busi-
ness and Professional Asso-
ciation in a tri-partite official 
“Memorandum of Under-
standing” governing the an-
nual festivities.

Town Administrator 
Martha Semmes reported that 
she and the town staff had 
worked closely with  Christ-
mas in Middleburg Chairman, 
Jim Herbert, Town Business 
Development Manger Cindy 
Pearson,  and Chief Klugh to 
finalize not both MOU and 
emergency protocol.  

The agreement, she 
noted, “will strengthen the 
event.”

With Council member 
Hazard, Murdock and Sny-
der absent, the MOU was ap-

proved by a unanimous vote 
of Council members Kirk, 
Littleton, Shea and Stewart.    

Council member Kathy 
Jo Shea noted that there were 
still, her view, several areas 
in which the language of the 
MOU could be improved, and 
suggested that, based on this 
year’s experience, the docu-
ment might well be revised 
for the 2012 celebrations.

RFPs for Engineering 
and Legal Services

After consultation with 
Town Attorney Liz Whiting, 
Town Administrator Semmes 
has issued and advertised 
formal Requests for Propos-
als for engineering and legal 
services for the town.  The 
deadline for proposals is mid 
November.

According to Semmes, 
“some engineering firms have 
already asked to receive the 
RFP.”    

Town Attorney Elizabeth 
Whiting noted that the RFP’s 
were a good idea from both a 
procedural and policy point of 
view. They could also save the 
town money, she noted, mak-
ing the Town eligible, among 
other things, for reimburse-
ments for engineering work 
from Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

Whiting has served the 
Town for 21 years. In 2002 

the Local Government Attor-
neys of Virginia awarded her 
its highest award, the Edward 
J. Finnegan Award for Distin-
guished Service.

Asked by Vice Mayor 
Kirk if the Town had heard 
from anyone with regard to 
the legal services ad, Semmes 
confirmed “she knew of some-
one who may be interested.”   

Snow Removal

After reviewing four 
bids for supplemental snow 
removal, the town awarded 
Wines Construction the con-
tract for the 2011-2-12 snow 
season to.

Widely praised for the 
excellent service lit provided 
the Town under difficult con-
ditions last year, Mayor Betsy 
Davis reiterated, that in her 
view, they had done “a great 
job.”

Town Administrator 
Semmes also announced that 
she and the Town Clerk were 
investigating investment in a 
new snow removal technol-
ogy:   a snow melting trailer.  

Instead of paying to have 
piles of snow hauled out of 
downtown for dumping, she 
noted, the town could simply 
melt it, and dispose of the wa-
ter in the town’s storm drains. 

If the unit proved effec-
tive, but too expensive for 
Middleburg to purchase alone, 

Semmes suggested she might 
approach the other towns in 
Western Loudoun County 
to share in what would be a 
roughly $100,000 purchase.

The Redskins and Ra-
vens, she said, were also con-
sidering the approach.  

Council member Trow-
bridge Littleton observed, 
“that this would be good for 
areas that had no place to put 
their snow . . . but $100,000 
would move a lot of snow in 
trucks.”  

Water Systems

Semmes told Council 
she’s “awaiting a decision 
from the Virginia Department 
of Health” on Middleburg’s 
application for a grant to re-
place old two-inch water lines 
in the Ridgeview section.  The 
lines have been leaking for 
some time, and according to 
Semmes the leaks  are getting 
worse.  She has, she said, “re-
doubled”  her efforts to secure 
funding.

The town is also still 
awaiting an “official certifi-
cate to operate” its new Sal-
amander-built water treatment 
facilities.

The  facilities are cur-
rently operating on the basis 
of a “verbal” Virginia Depart-
ment of Health  approval.

The Salamander organi-
zation has asked the town to 
release them from their per-
formance bond on the facili-
ties, claiming the town had 
accepted the plant.

The town, however,  can 
not accept the plant officially 
until the Certificate to Op-
erate is “officially” in hand 
and Salamander has provided 
“acceptable and complete-as 
-built drawings of the facili-
ties.”  

The Town’s wastewater 
permit from the VA Dept. of 
Environmental Quality was 
approved in late September 
and the town received the “as-
built” drawings from Sala-
mander of October 7.

Audit

Town staff met in early 
October to review preliminary 
findings by the town’s audi-
tors.  A full report is forth-
coming.

Special Use Permits 
Approved

Council approved spe-
cial use permits for Ben We-
gdam, allowing the use of 
1st floor of the building at 
17 West Federal Street to be 
used as a warehouse , and the 
construction of  second story.  
The site has been vacant for 
eight years.  In 2004 it was 
reviewed and a site plan ap-
proved for a restaurant.

The Town also approved 
a Verizon Wireless request to  
increase the size of three cel-
lular antennas on the Town’s 
water tower at 25 Cornwall 
Street.

Open House Sat. & Sun. 12-5pm

Creighton Farms is Washington’s most exclusive luxury 
gated community. Come and select your home site from 
our newest section with prime golf course and mountain 
views. Work with the Washington area’s most celebrated 
custom builders. Create something extraordinary.  

- Spectacular custom homes and villas from $1.5M

-  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course*

- Fitness Center, tennis, swimming and more*

- Personal and Residential Concierge Services

- Just 20 minutes from Dulles Airport

  *Use of  existing or planned recreational amenities is not included with the purchase of  real estate and requires separate club membership. Juno-Loudoun LLC is the owner and 
developer of  the project. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a

solicitation of  offers from, residents of  NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of  real estate. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State 
law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the value, if  any, of  this property.

A Southworth 
Community

Washington DC

Dulles Int’l 
Airport

Reston

Arlington

Herndon… 20 min.

Fairfax… 25 min.

McLean… 35 min.

Arlington… 45 min.

Washington DC… 55 min.

START PLANNING YOUR 
CUSTOM DREAM HOME 

THIS WEEKEND – 
AT CREIGHTON FARMS

www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105
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Middleburg comes alive 
every Third saTurday 

from april To december

Third Saturdays. . . 

celebraTion saTurdays

Be reinvigorated at our charming restaurants and cafes with local flavor. Enjoy 
wine tastings or sip a latte and saunter at leisure. Learn about Middleburg’s glori-
ous history (and get filled in on who’s who). Follow our tree lined brick walkways, 
slip in and out of our wonderfully unique boutiques and galleries til 7 p.m. 

Art, Music, shopping,
Wining & Dining!

Celebrate

Meet us in MiDDleburg!

November 19     

Hear a local singer/songwriter on 

the corner, or view exceptional art 

by  regional artist. Or enjoy a new 

Virginia red you haven’t tried yet.

You will find Celebration Saturday 

enchanting and engaging. The 

extended hours provide a great 

opportunity to meet friends 

and family 

in the village.

Sponsored By:
Salamander Hotel & Resort • Middleburg Bank

The Town of Middleburg • The Middleburg Business & Professional Association 
Print Management • Home Farm • Duchessa • Loudoun Hounds • M Studio • Middleburg Eccentric

Raffle

Winner receives

Heritage Breed

Turkey from 

The Home Farm

certified organic, certified humane

fresh or frozen $150 value

December 17

B A R T L E T T
Because Every Tree Is A Family Tree

Today, more than ever, property value is as much about your landscape
as it is about your home.  The trees and shrubs that grow along with you

and your family are valuable assets that deserve care and protection.
For over 100 years, Bartlett Tree Experts has led both the science and

services that make your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of
your needs, our arborists bring a rare mix of groundbreaking research,

global resources and a local service approach to every task at hand.
Trees add so much value to our lives. 

And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees.

PRUNING  •  FERTILIZATION  •  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  •  REMOVAL

MARSHALL OFFICE (540) 364-2401 OR 877-BARTLETT OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

journey back.  
Coaching clubs that popularized 

country drives in luxurious coaches be-
hind liveried recreational drivers formed 
in Britain in the mid-nineteenth century, 
then in the U.S. around the 1870’s.  

Today’s coaching channels 
nineteenth-century American and Brit-
ish coaching revivalists, which them-
selves channeled the royal mail coach 
drivers from eighteenth-century Britain. 
The double performance makes today’s 
coaching even more complex and fasci-
nating to me as a student of history and 
cultural studies. 

In Gilded Age America, the 
hobby of coach driving grew in part as 
an avenue for exercising and displaying 
a modesty and humility that were the 
hallmarks of the ideal British country 
gentlemen.  Drivers mastered a skill that 
was increasingly becoming obsolete in 
the technological age.  According to a 

Baltimore Sun article from 1896, coach 
driving required, “the ability to look nei-
ther to the right nor to the left, but to drive 
ahead without swerving...and to turn cor-
ners with a dash and by a hair’s breath.” 

Gilded Age coaches provided a vi-
sual foil to the rise of the railroads which 
dominated the physical--not to mention 
economic--landscape of the era.  Coach-
ing celebrated the genuine horsepower 
that the “iron horse” drove nearly extinct.  

As the October 8th drive evidenc-
es, coaching at its very finest still thrives.  
A small, dedicated coterie of drivers and 
enthusiasts along with archival institu-
tions such as the National Sporting Li-
brary and Museum keep it alive, to the 
gratification of passengers, spectators, 
and geeky history buffs alike.

Ms. Klimchock is a former John 
Daniels Fellow at the National Sporting 
Library.

Coaching Drive
Continued From Page 1

Loudoun Laurels Honors 
Two Extraordinary Citizens
Bob Sevila & Jim Roberts Set Standard
for Others to Follow

Continuing its mission 
to elevate and recog-
nize outstanding indi-
viduals whose service to 

Loudoun County deserves emula-
tion and special recognition, The 
Loudoun Laurels honored Bob 
Sevila and Jim Roberts at their an-
nual award gala recently at Mor-
ven Park Estate.  Among their 
many contributions, both men 
have been lifetime supporters of 
the Boy Scouts, and have been 
honored for their commitment to 
the organization.

Sevila, mayor of Leesburg 
from 1982 to 1992, is a principal 
with Sevila, Saunders, Huddleston 
& White, in Leesburg.  He is a 
land use, transportation and devel-
opment rights expert.  He is also 
a citizen who always has time to 
help others and has done so for 
decades. He is widely respected 
for his personal and professional 
commitment to ensure that every 
citizen of Loudoun County is well 
served.  

He has been in private 
practice since 1974 when he left 
the Justice Department, and has 
served on the Rust Library Board, 
Shenandoah University Advisory 
Committee, and as chairman of the 
2001-2003 United Way Loudoun 
Campaign.  Sevila is a co-founder 
and charter member of the Board 
of Directors of the F&M Bank of 
Northern Virginia and, presently, 
he is the chairman of the Loudoun 
County Chamber of Commerce.

His wife, Nancy, is a teacher 
at Simpson Middle School.  They 
have three grown children, Tracey, 
Sally and Chip.

James Roberts

Roberts, whose family has 
lived in Loudoun since before the 
Civil War, is one of the county’s 
leading authorities on the history 
of its black citizens and commu-
nities.   He founded the first in-
tegrated scout troop in Loudoun 
County, is an active churchman 
and long-time supporter of Habit 
for Humanity. He is a noted his-

torian and preservationist and an 
active supporter of the Thomas 
Balch Library and the Loudoun 
Museum.

His great grandfather on 
his mother’s side, born a slave, 
learned to read in a time in which 
it was forbidden, became a miller, 
a preacher and a builder of church-
es.

His father, Edward T. Rob-
erts, was a carpenter who worked 
for Norris Brothers.

Roberts joined the Navy 
in 1956 after his Douglas High 
School graduation and served on 
a destroyer that cruised the Medi-
terranean three times. He and his 
wife, Peggy, whom he met in high 
school, recently celebrated their 
51st anniversary.

He is a fine photographer 
and has photos in the Holocaust 
Museum Collections.

His three children include 
Murial, a Broad Run High School 
teacher and administrator; Ursula, 
an American Express executive in 
Arizona; and Jonathan, a former 
police officer.

Founded by Inova Loudoun 
Hospital under the direction of 
CEO Randy Kelley, The Loudoun 
Laurels is now a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization that operates inde-
pendently as a Loudoun County 
legacy organization.   In addition 
to the original Founders Commit-
tee, the program is now run by 
Kitty Saylor, CEO of Rehau Inter-
national; Joe Boling, Chairman of 
Middleburg Bank and Randy Kel-
ley, CEO of Inova Loudoun.

Daniel Morrow serves as the 
Program’s Executive Director.

Major underwriters in-
clude Rehau International, Inova 
Loudoun Hospital, Middleburg 
Bank, the Claude Moore Chari-
table Foundation and Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute, Guidant 
Corporation, Sevila, Saunders, 
Huddleston & White, P.C.  and 
Jamestown Exploration.

For more information about 
The Loudoun Laurels, please visit 
www.loudounlaurels.org.
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Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays
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Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

November 8, 2011, 
marks the date of what 
is arguably THE most 
important election of 
the next two years.  In-
deed, if you live here, 
the people elected on 
that day will have more 
impact on your daily 
life, and that of your 
colleagues friends and 
families, that anyone we 
send to Washington in 
2012.

Unfortunately, few 
of us will vote.  Worse, 
even after the polls have 
closed, few of us will 
know anything about 
the people who will set 
our taxes, approve the 
budgets for our schools 
and libraries, fund our 
local law enforcement 
and emergency first re-
sponders, determine 
who can build what and 
where, and set the bud-
gets, rules and regula-
tions that govern most 
of our daily lives.

This month, in an 
effort to provide some 
perspective on the peo-
ple we will elect to gov-
ern us most directly,  the 
Eccentric enters into a 
partnership with a bold 
new publication head-
quartered in Berryville, 
in Clarke County, our 
neighbor to the west:  
The Shenandoah Press.

Published by Mark 
Dewey, a veteran jour-
nalist and educator, you 
can find it on the web 
at: http://www.shenan-
doahpress.org/

For the election 
season Mark commis-
sioned his friend and 
ours, Loudoun County 
attorney, writer, and 
political activist John 
Flannery, to suppress 

his Democratic Party 
leanings, put on his 
lawyerly objectivity, 
and profile several of 
the candidates running 
for office in the parts of 
Loudoun County cov-
ered by the Eccentric.

We encourage ev-
eryone . . . whether 
you’re reading this BE-
FORE or AFTER the 
elections, to read them.

If you are reading 
this before November 
8, they may, and should,  
help you decide how to 
cast your vote.  If you’re 
reading this AFTER No-
vember 8, they may help 
you understand what 
you’re in for and why.

For profiles of Tom 
Bellanca  and Scott 
York, both running for 
the at-large Chairman’s 
seat on the Board of Su-
pervisors,  see http://
www.shenandoahpress.
org/category/poli t ics/
local/

For Janet Clarke 
and Jim Burton, candi-
dates for the Blue Ridge 
District seat, see http://
www.shenandoahpress.
org/category/poli t ics/
local/

For Malcom Bald-
win and Geary Higgins, 
candidates for the Ca-
toctin District seat, see 
http:/ /www.shenando-
ahpress .org/category/
politics/local/

For Mark Dewey’s 
profile of  Jill Vogel, 
Candidate for State Sen-
ate, see 

h t t p : / / w w w .
shenandoahpress .org/
category/politics/state/

If you haven’t vot-
ed yet, read them !  And 
vote!

VOTE ! Bruce Smart
 

We live in a beautiful and 
historic region, whose scenic and 
rural character has been under pres-
sure for many years. The nation’s 
population has expanded rapidly, 
and urbanized. Washington is a 
magnet for government-related en-
terprise and employment. Loudoun 
County has grown, from 86,000 to 
312,000 residents in 20 years (up 
263%), as has Prince William (up 
87%) and Fauquier (up 40%). As 
a result, open space has been lost, 
our region’s highways are grid-
locked, its schools crowded, and 
local taxes are higher, especially in 
Loudoun County.

Residents concerned with 
this impact on their quality of life 
have fought back. A vigorous citi-
zens’ campaign stopped a proposed 
Disney theme park in Haymarket 
in 1994. Loudoun County’s devel-
oper- friendly Board of Supervi-
sors was defeated in 1999, and the 
successor Board enacted a county-
wide controlled-growth plan, only 
to see it overturned by a new, de-
veloper-supported Board elected 
in 2003. That Board in turn lost 
in 2007, and new zoning restric-
tions, plus an over-built housing 
market, a recession, and a credit 
crunch have temporarily slowed 
down sprawl. But this is no time 
for citizens to be complacent. We 
are again under attack.

Our conservationist friend 
Jacquie Mars has said “The real 
Earth Day is Election Day;” one 

is coming up on November 8th. 
If you believe former Speaker of 
the House of Representatives Tip 
O’Neill’s axiom “Money is the 
mother’s milk of politics,” those 
who care about our area should 
be alarmed. Loudoun County will 
elect a new Board of Supervisors 
this fall. Four of today’s incumbents 
are retiring, and the Chairman has 
switched his status from Indepen-
dent to Republican. Through Sep-
tember 15th the nine Republican 
candidates for Loudoun supervisor 
have raised a total of $478,000, 
39% more than their principal op-
ponents. Significantly, the Con-
struction and Real Estate indus-
try has given those Republican 
candidates $88,000, 3.2 times the 
$27,400 they gave the opponents.
[Ed. Note: Purple prefers to be 
non-partisan, and not over-burden 
you with figures, but as our second 
President, John Adams, said “facts 
are stubborn things.”] 

On the state level, one lo-
cal race is similar. The Republi-
can candidate for the 10th District 
seat in the House of Delegates has 
raised 2.3 times as much in total as 
his opponent, including $56,800 
from Construction and Real Estate 
versus the Democrat’s $600. Hello, 
Outer Beltway? 

Elsewhere there is less of 
note. In the 33rd District Delegate 
Joe May is unopposed; in the 27th 
Senate District Republican Jill Vo-
gel has far out-raised her opponent, 
with little for either coming from 
Construction and Real Estate. In 

Fauquier County the races are far 
less heavily funded or contentious. 
In Prince William, several races 
for supervisor are uncontested, al-
though in the contest for Chairman 
the Republican has raised 10 times 
as much from Construction and 
Real Estate as has his Democratic 
rival.

Obviously the Construction 
and Real Estate industry is focusing 
its election efforts and its business 
future on rapidly growing Loudoun 
by investing in Republican candi-
dates for the Board of Supervisors. 
Open land is its raw material. Al-
most all of Prince William County 
is within 35 miles of the Capitol, 
and that county is pretty well de-
veloped. Only a sliver of Fauquier 
is that close in, but half of Loudoun 
is. That leaves mid- and western 
Loudoun as target areas for the 
proposed north-south Outer Belt-
way and its accompanying residen-
tial development. More east-west 
traffic gridlock, crowded County 
schools, higher taxes – and, yes, 
lost rural open space - could re-
sult from this election. Is Fauquier 
next?

What does Purple suggest? 
Well, dollars don’t vote, people 
do. So make this off-year election 
a “must” on your calendar. Go to 
the polls, forget how you normally 
vote, or how your daddy did, and 
vote for someone whose name has 
(D) or (I) after it. Your neighbors, 
your children, and your world will 
bless you for saving our beautiful 
Piedmont heritage.

Saving the Piedmont
Purple

Hypocrisy
Tom Pratt

The most important demon-
strations since those against 
the Vietnam war are occurring 
in cities in America and coun-
tries around the world.  In-
spired by ‘Occupy Wall Street,’ 
people all over the globe have 
come together from every age, 

political party, race and eco-
nomic level (save perhaps the 
super rich) to express their 
outrage at financial institu-
tions that have been bailed out 
at the expense of 99% of the 
population, thereby benefit-
ting only 1%. 

Many friends of mine 

have asked if the movement 
has a purpose.  I visited Oc-
cupy D.C. the other day and a 
young man had written a trea-
tise on why to occupy.  I am 
submitting it for publication 
because it answers all ques-
tions and explains what the 
movement is all about. 

November 8 Election
Blue Notes

Daniel Morrow
 

Our November editorial 
insists that the November 8 elec-
tion is, arguably, “ . . .  THE most 
important election of the next 
two years.”

If you live here, that is ab-
solutely and unequivocally the 
case.  

Unless the world comes to 
an end (or the GOP manages to 
put one of its current string of 
candidates in the White House) 
no single group of people run-
ning for elective office anywhere 
will have more impact on our 
daily lives than the people run-
ning for local office.

Sadly, most of us wouldn’t 
recognize most of them if they 
sat down next to us.  

We don’t know them.  
We don’t know what they 

do.  
And, unless bad things 

happen, most of us don’t really 
care.

We should.
I encourage you to read the 

profiles of the candidates posted 
by our friends and colleagues at 
the non-profit Shenendoah press.

And most of all, I encour-
age you to vote.  It’s important.

A Note on Fauquier

Though we’re the 
“Middleburg Eccentric” many 
of our best friends and most 

loyal and active readers are from 
our neighbor, a few steps to the 
south.

A particularly close friend 
and ally in the ongoing effort to 
preserve what’s best about the 
land, history, and lifestyle of 
Fauquier and western Loudoun, 
has been Peter Schwartz, who 
currently represents the Marshall 
District on the Fauquier Board 
of Supervisors.

Peter has worked closely 
with Jim Burton, our Blue Ridge 
District Supervisor in Loudoun, 
on critical transportation and 
preservation issues common 
to both counties, including op-
position to the so-called outer 
beltway and the well-financed 
efforts of the power industry to 
festoon our historic hills and val-
leys with garlands of power lines 
strung between erector-set tow-
ers along clear cut rights of way. 
(To mention only two.)

He runs as an independent 
. . . and, sadly for us democrats 
. . . is.

Peter not only talks the 
talk, he walks the walk . . . and 
manages to vote as well as ask to 
be voted for.

He’s thoughtful, fiscally 
conservative, and still a firm 
believer in the notion that local 
government not only CAN make 
a difference, but SHOULD.   

Despite what you may 
have heard, this movement is 
not a plea for welfare.  It is 
not a part of any campaign, or 
supporting any political party 
or agenda. Do not let the me-

dia deceive you. This is not a 
movement against capitalism, 
corporations or the rich.  This 
is a peoples’ movement against 
corruption and oppression. If 
you are a human being this 

movement is for you.
This movement is about 

restoring the precious de-
mocracy that this country 
was founded on.  It is about 
reinstating the constitutional 

In closing, I would just like 
to add that I visit Occupy 
DC at every opportunity 
and it is a remarkable ex-
perience.  Everyone is wel-
come, everyone is fed for 
free, and instead of voting 
as in a democracy where if 
majority rules 49% are left 
out, these people come to 
consensus much the way 
the Quakers do.  In other 
words the true majority 
rules, nothing is decided 
or done until all agree and 
the remarkable thing is 
that they do agree and it 
works!

Why Occupy?

rights that our founding fathers 
worked so vigorously to estab-
lish, and removing the growing 
corruption we see consuming 
our Federal Government.  It is 
about standing up and defend-
ing our planet from the forces 
that are devastating it at an 
alarming unsustainable rate.  It 
is about making sure the earth 
can still provide for our chil-
dren and many more genera-
tions to come.

Do you feel represented 
by our current political system?  
Do you feel it is our votes that 
decide policy, or is it the lob-
byist with the deepest pockets? 
Do you select the candidates 
you want to run for office, or do 
you choose from the lesser of 

two evils presented by the me-
dia giants with the most cam-
paign funding.  Do you see the 
problem as the opposite party, 
or do you see the same problem 
with both parties.  It is time to 
WAKE UP!

Our government is no 
longer for the people, by the 
people. Central banking and 
enormous corporations have 
been using the Federal govern-
ment to scam honest hardwork-
ing Americans like you out of 
money and your rights.  They 
have been sidestepping democ-
racy with donations, campaign 
funding, lobbyists and bail-
outs in order to manipulate the 
government into making their 
“business” of cheating easier. 

These elitists have been us-
ing the Federal Reserve and 
fiat currency to fund their fas-
cist schemes.  After giving out 
loans that they knew could 
never be repaid, with exorbi-
tant interest rates, these banks 
and corporations have been 
bailed out by the Fed.  In other 
words, the Fed printed money 
out of thin air and repaid them 
for their losses, while propel-
ling inflation.  Only, instead of 
using that money to rejuvenate 
the economy, they gave their 
CEO’s raises and funneled more 
money into their corrupt politi-
cal agendas.  As the economy 
continues its steady decline, 
and more and more Americans 
find themselves or their friends 

struggling to make ends meet, 
the wealthy elite continue to 
reap enormous gains and am-
plify their power over the gov-
ernment and the people.  So we 
must occupy!  We have lost the 
honesty and efficiency of our 
democratic process, so we must 
PEACEFULLY demonstrate 
who is really in control.  We 
must meet and converse with 
our peers of every political 
leaning! We must come out in 
the open where all may partici-
pate and all voices will be heard 
and try to find solutions 

Our ancestors did not shed 
their blood, sweat and tears for 
us to sit idly by while our very 
democracy is stripped from us.” 

“With liberty & justice for all….”
Paul Bartholdi

 
“Individual rights are not 
subject to a public vote; a 
majority has no right to vote 
away the rights of a minor-
ity; the political function of 
rights is precisely to protect 
minorities from oppression 
by majorities (and the small-
est minority on earth is the 
individual). 

~ Ayn Rand

A fundraising event was held re-
cently in Middleburg to raise cap-
ital, both financial and spiritual, 
for a candidate seeking the Re-
publican nomination in the newly 
created 10th District. 

Every registered Republi-
can in the area received a mailed 
invitation  to attend the even, but 
somehow, mine never arrived.

When I questioned the per-
son hosting the even what hap-
pened, I was met with a smile 
and an answer that is all too often 
typical when I tell people that I 
am a registered Republican:   “I 
thought your name on the list was 
a mistake”. 

At one level, I understand 
the “confusion.”

I am not bashful about 
my views on issues that, in the 
eyes of some of my Republican 
friends,  are often seen as typi-
cally “liberal.” 

I oppose the military occu-
pation of both Iraq & Afghani-
stan.

I believe in a woman’s right 
to choose.

I support gay marriage and 
advocate an end to the wasteful 
experiment that has come to be 
known as the “war on drugs.”

Thus, it was no real sur-
prise to discover that someone 
who has known me for more than 
five years thought my GOP cre-
dentials were either a clerical er-
ror  . . . or  clever result of some 
misguided dirty trick by some a 
left-wing radical. 

Neither could be further 
from the truth. 

One might logically ask, of 
course,  why I would align myself 
with a political party that appears 
to have so little in common with 
my personal ideology. 

The answer is quite simple: 
I believe the Republican Party 
represents the idea that I hold 
nearest and dearest to my heart: 
the concept of liberty! 

Liberty . . . personal liberty 
. . .  has been a mainstay of the 
traditional republican platform 
from Abraham Lincoln to Barry 
Goldwater.

But somewhere along the 
way we Republicans wandered 
off the path of liberty and started 
down a dark and winding road 
that, I firmly believe, leads to tyr-
anny.

 For me, Liberty exists 
where individuals are free to 
make choices for themselves as 
long as they accept responsibil-
ity for the consequences of their 
actions. 

That notion is inherent in 
the founding principals of our 
American political system:  a re-
public, consciously designed to 
ensure that the unalienable rights 
of a 1%   minority cannot be 
taken away by the vote of even a 
99% majority. 

As Republicans, we take 
our very name from this idea.

Yet we continue to support 
party leaders who consistently 
vote against the very principles 
on which the party was founded. 

My hope with this column 
to provide a traditional Republi-
can perspective on our national 
political debate that is in stark 
contrast to what our current pun-
dits spout on television, radio and 
in print.

I will attempt to cover a 
myriad of issues ranging from 
foreign policy to the role of gov-
ernment in our everyday lives.

In this column I will do my 
best to ensure that the principles  
of Liberty and Justice take Center 
Stage.

Until next time, I leave 
you with the words of President 
George Washington, from his in-
augural address in 1789:

“ . . . the preservation of 
the sacred fire of liberty and the 
destiny of the republican model 
of government are justly con-
sidered, perhaps, as deeply, as 
finally, staked on the experiment 
entrusted to the hands of the 
American people.”
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Karen Rexrode

Fall is the height of spider 
season and an early morning 
walk will find each tell-tale 
web, heavy with night’s dew. 

Not all spiders make webs, a few are 
ground spiders, seeking their prey at 
ground level or climbing to hunt. One 
such spider intrigues me, the daddy-
long-leg, which is very common and 
totally harmless. Technically not a 
spider (there are more than a couple 
of species of daddy-long-legs), most 
are commonly found within the order 
of opiliones. Distant cousins to spi-
ders, more closely related to mites 
and ticks, instead of having segment-
ed bodies, the body parts are fused 
leaving them with no apparent waist. 
People are funny about daddy-long 
legs, often squeamish. As a child I 
was terrified of all spiders, this has 
changed (thankfully) and I respect 
them immensely as an adult.

Another common name used 
for daddy-long-legs is harvest spi-
der and harvestmen, derived from 
their appearance at harvest. Biologist 
refer to them as opiliones from the 
Latin word for Shepard and in Lin-
naeus time they were referred to as 
the Shepard spider. They eat a variety 
of foods, plant and animal, capable of 
chewing with forcep-like jaws. There 
are species that can bite as well as 

inflict painful pinches with their hind 
legs, but not in this part of the world. 
Common foods include insects, ripe 
fruit and even bird droppings. Daddy-
long-legs need a moist area to live, 
not only do they drink a lot but they 
spend much of their time preening. 
If you have spent any time watching 
them, you will see them lift a leg to 
the pedipalps (mouth parts) and slide 
them back and forth as they clean. 
It is believed that this helps prevent 
desiccation and keeps sensory recep-
tors open. They are a marvel in de-
sign, well flexed muscular legs are 
able to nimbly walk through tall grass 
or over large obstacles. It is said that 
if we shared their proportions, our 
legs would be forty feet long. Typical 
of most spiders, their eyesight is poor 
and they rely on their legs to feel and 
possibly smell their way around. The 
eyes rest on top of the round body, 
which will go through six molts or 
instars after hatching from the egg. 
Eggs hatch in late spring and most 
daddy-long-legs mature and die by 
fall. A few will winter over as they 
may not have been able to complete 
their last instar. These hopeful survi-
vors will seek warm locations under 
fallen leaves or protective rocks. 

Little is known scientifically 
about daddy-long-legs. Spiders and 
kin remain one of the largest, but 
least researched animals. Of particu-

lar interest is the usefulness of the 
fluid put out by their scent glands. 
Probably produced as a defense 
mechanism, certain birds and frogs 
have been observed spitting out 
daddy-long-legs and subsequently 
wiping beak or mouth. In one South 
American species, the fluid works as 
a fungicide, most likely developed to 
ward off fungal problems associated 
with their environment.

Occasionally you will notice 
small red dots that look like they’re 
attached to their legs. These are 
trombiculid mites, relatives that also 
inhabit moist or damp places. The 
small mites are most likely hitching 
a ride, as there does not seem to be 
a symbiotic relationship between the 
two. There does seem to be some ar-
gument about the relationship though 
as I did read an article that suggested 
they are parasites of the spiders.

The most important legs of 
the eight are the second ones, used 
to reach and inquisitively feel their 
way around. You will notice that they 
seem longer but actually do most of 
the work as they move along, much 
like a walking stick for sight chal-
lenged individuals. I encourage you 
to reach out and let a daddy-long-leg 
sense you, their reaction is always the 
same, a very quick exit. 

Pastimes
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The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our November Mixer

Tuesday, November 8
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Hosted by
Middleburg Bank

111 West Washington Street
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Mello Out
 2 East Federal St. • Middleburg, VA •540.687.8635
7:30 am to 5 pm Mon. thru Sat. • 9 am to 5 pm Sun.

European Butter on a Baguette .... OOh La La!

Tom Neel

None of us can remember 
learning how to speak.  
How we pieced together 
words into language 

and as important, pieced other’s 
words into something we could 
understand.

But as we did, our voice 
became more and more understood.  
No more crying to say we were 
unhappy for a range of things like 
being hungry or wanting attention, 
and no more laughter to broadly 
cover all that we could be happy 
about.  We now were developing a 
way to communicate our thoughts 
and emotions.

So now think about the 
concept of having a creative 
voice.  Just like any language, 
your creative voice is a way to 
communicate your thoughts and 
emotions, and like a language, 
it too will take time to develop 
into a tool of communication.  As 
important though, is to know just 
as there is more than one language, 
there are many creative languages 
for your creative voice to speak 
through as well.

Some speak three 
dimensionally, forming clay into 
people or animals. Some do so 
with a textureless surface.  Others 
interpreting each thumb or finger’s 
manipulation of the clay.  Each 
giving the completed work of art 
a different interpretation.  Painters 
may do the same with the style of 
their brushwork or by choosing 
the effects of a palette knife across 
their canvas and yet writers can 
do the same with their choice of 
words or composition.  In fact, all 
of these are examples of a way 
to speak, all meant to tell a story 
or create emotion, all a form of 
communication and all part of a 
creative voice.

When you look at an artist’s 
work or hear an artist’s work or 
read an artist’s work, you can 
think of each of these disciplines 
the same as English, Spanish or 
French.  Within each discipline are 
many styles of a similar subject 
matter, which in their own way can 
be thought of as a different dialect 
of one particular language.  As 
an example, three oil paintings of 
the same thing, by three different 
artists, could be like hearing 

English from the USA,  the UK 
and from Australia.  You are able 
to basically understand each, but 
each has its own phonetic quality 
and may require some patience in 
understanding.

We all have the luxury of 
becoming multilingual.  It may 
not be easy and much easier for 
some than others, but we have the 
freedom to do so.  We also have 
the freedom to have a broad and 
diverse creative voice or voices.  In 
other words the freedom to become 
creatively multilingual.  We can 
communicate our ideas, thoughts 
and emotions in many ways.  We 
can be in a good or bad place and 
choose to express ourselves in a 
negative or positive way, just like 
any other form of language.

For those trying to find their 
creative voice I say, try different 
things.  But the number one thing 
I always say, is try separating 
the mechanical from the actual 
inspiration or idea part first.  In 
the beginning, before you know 
how to move properly when you 
dance, or to make a brush work or 
mechanically create, you can loose 
your inspiration in the frustration of 
mechanics.  This leaves many with 
a feeling of thinking they are not 
creative at all and thus, stifles their 
creative voice.  What then follows 
are the mistaken words, “I am not 
creative.”   Most of the time this 
feeling is coming from not having 
the mechanical part mastered 
enough to form your words.  Think 
of it as the difference between 
learning how to speak and having 
something to say.  I think everyone 
has something to say, but may not 
have the patience it takes to learn a 
language. Give it time though.  The 
mechanical part does develop faster 
for some than others.  It’s knowing 
the difference between the two that 
keeps you from thinking you’re 
not creative.  Some adults learning 
to paint can be no different than a 
stroke patient become frustrated 
because they have something to say, 
but are now forced to rewire their 
brain to recapture the mechanics of 
speaking or writing. 

Be patient, but above all 
remember to enjoy yourself.  A 
creative voice is a great way to 
speak!

Live An Artful Life, Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

Fabulous Garden Club of America Flower Show

The Fauquier and Loudoun 
Garden Club recently hosted 
the Garden Club of America’s 
Zone VII Flower Show and, 

without reservation, it vastly exceeded 
the club’s mission.  The impeccably 
organized and delightfully presented 
show not only increased the pleasure 
of country life by exchanging ideas and 
information on gardening subjects, it 
was a visual and educational treat for 
visitors.

Whether you love flowers, floral 
arrangements, herb propagation, cacti, 
trees, modern roses, camellias, conifers, 
dahlias, vines or native plants, each 
category was presented in a precisely 
noted and charmingly displayed group 
on table after table of horticultural spec-
imens.  And, there were many, many 
more categories including an education 
section in which Missy Janes’ beautiful-
ly rustic display entitled ‘The Evolution 
of farmland to Habitat,’ won the Club’ 

Best in Show in the Conservation and 
Education category.  Janes is the current 
president of the Fauquier and Loudoun 
Garden Club.

According to Harriett Condon, 
who chaired the show with Ginger Wal-
lach, “some of the world’s top flower 
show judges from the Garden Club of 
America,” were in Middleburg to judge 
the show.  “Many were the same in-
dividuals who judge the Philadelphia 
Flower Show.

“They thought it was spectacu-
lar,” Condon explained, “…truly top of 
the line, which makes the many years 
of planning and preparation more than 
worth it!”

Awards presented at the show 
included:

Club Level Awards:

Daphne Cheatham was award-
ed the Club Medal of Merit Award  for 

her continuous and competent service, 
dedication and 	 leadership.

Harriett Condon was awarded 
the Club Historic Preservation Award 
of Merit for her quiet perseverance 
and grace, she has worked to preserve 
and restore Civil War battle sites while 
shepherding with care our club’s rich 
history.

Zone Level Awards:

Joe Coleman of Loudoun Wild-
life Conservancy and avid birder and 
consultant to our historic bridge for his 
outstanding leadership of the Loudoun 
Wildlife Conservancy.

Polly Rowley received the Zone 
VII Seipp Award established in memory 
of Misty Seipp.   She conceived and cre-
ated a landscape that sparks curiosity, 
promotes observation, highlights details 
of a plant’s character and engages chil-
dren and families in their surroundings.

Saving the lives of Loudoun and 
Fauquier women motivated more 
than 900 people and organiza-
tions to commit $106,700 to the 

Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Founda-
tion’s three Oct. 9, 2011 Walks and 5K 
Runs. 

Middleburg maintained its gener-
ous leadership with $46,266 contributed 
to the Foundation’s effort. Participation 
was about 300 with 90 girls and staff 
from Foxcroft School raising $1875 that 
was matched by former parent, Marcy 
Harris.  Mayor Betsy Davis and Sena-
tor Jill Vogel welcomed the enthusiastic 
crowd.

In Leesburg, 410 people met at 
Morven Park where Leesburg Mayor 
Kirsten Umstadtt helped cut the pink rib-
bon to start the event. Raising $33,766, 
with enthusiasm stoked by a WINC-FM 
on-site broadcast, supporters saw a 100+ 
member team from Dr. Behz Parva’s 
Leesburg practice and one of 70+, Shari’s 
Soldiers, who came to support the breast 
cancer fight of Shari LaTour. Her daugh-
ter joined the two daughters of the late 
Kelly Plunkett of Ashburn to cut the pink 
ribbon. 

In Warrenton, $26,600 was raised 

from 190 participants and sponsors, 
with Fauquier Hospital generating a 
large team to run or walk on the historic 
Greenway Trail. Mayor George Fitch 
helped cut the ribbon with Foundation 
Vice-Chair, Mary Jo Jackson; the mayor 
then ran the course. Panera Bread of the 
Warrenton Village Center distributed ba-
gels and committed to raise money the 
whole month of October for the Founda-
tion.

Sponsorships constituted $85,500 
of the $106,700, led by Grand Sponsor, 
Middleburg Bank, and Applied Knowl-
edge Group, the Weissberg Corporation, 
Creighton Farms, and Times Commu-
nity News. Twenty-one other companies, 
foundations, and individuals sponsored 
amounts from $1000 to $2500. 

The Cherry Blossom Breast 
Cancer Foundation will decide in No-
vember the 2011 recipients of its grants, 
which last year totaled $141,000 for lo-
cal women. The Foundation is a 501(C)3 
tax deductible organization located in 
Middleburg, VA. 

For more information, please visit 
www.cherryblossombreastcancerfoun-
dation.org

Cherry Blossom 
Raises $106,700
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100 W Washington St  |  540.687.4138

              TEA FORTE
ITALIAN LINENS & THROWS
PATRICIA LOCKE JEWELRY
MISTRAL  |  CATSTUDIO

Stop in to sample tea selections, shop for 
unique gifts and create custom gift baskets.

COUNTRY WAY 
Inspired Floral Designs & Gifts 

www.CountryWayFlowers.com 
102 W. Washington St. Middleburg, VA     540.687.3583 

 

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Dorothy Suggs
Marketing Specialist

phone: 703-280-8210
cell:703-459-5490

Your unique
and exclusive
resource for

the best 
value in home 
furnishings.

$200 off your purchase of
$1000 or more for new

Customers with this Ad!

  Oriental Rugs 

The Shops of West Washington Street

Shopping

Gold & Silver

Home & Garden

PetsFraming

Gourmet Goodies

Coming
Soon!

Shopping

2 E. Federal Street • Middleburg
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches

Hot Chocolate
Coffee

Fabrics

Books

Come in and cool off!
We have lots of hot new 
books for every reader.

Special orders, discount program, 
author signings, book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Direct importers of Antique 
AnD semi-Antique rugs
 Cleaning • RestoRation 

appRaisals • Moth pRoofing • padding

Designers Welcome ~ We Buy olD rugs
3 South Madison Street 

Middleburg • VA 
540-687-3048

102 W. Washington St.

Middleburg, VA

540-687-5748
www.betseyshop.com

Contemporary
Women’s
Clothing 

&
Accessories

at
Great
Prices

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Nobel 
NielseN 
shoes

 540-687-8200 
19 east WashiNgtoN st.

NNshoes1@mac.com

 FraNchetti boNd~VaNeli
ekluNd liNeNs~sebago
crockodile haNdbags

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Antiques

ArchitectsRestaurants

Audio Video

Electricians

PrintingWine Tasting

Contractors

Auto Repair

Services

2 E. Federal Street
540-687-8635

Handmade
Marshmellos

Great Sandwiches
Hot Chocolate

Coffee
Hours:

Mon-Sat 7:30-5
Sun 9-5

Plumbing

Tree Service

Commonwealth of Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

E. RON POSTON
Tel. 540-687-4636 • Middleburg, VA

jarrettposton@msn.com

Antique Home
Renovation
Restoration
Remodeling

A CONSERVE VIRGINIA CORPORATION 

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Audio Video Solutions 

540-687-5117

• Multi Room Sound Systems
• Home Theater Rooms
• Flat Screen TV Mounting
• Universal Remote Controls
• Wireless Networking
• Cell Phone Repeaters

Serving Hunt Country

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

Cafe 
& Catering

Back Street

Serving Lunch and Dinner Monday - Saturday
4 East Federal Street  •  Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3122  •  bscafe@middleburg.com
�

Catering Office 540-687-3154
Weddings · Receptions · Anniversaries · Parties

Tailgates · Luncheons · Special Occasions

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Garden

Antique
 Vintage

Industrial
and other interesting stuff

Out Back 
Antiques

Behind the Aldie Peddler
Rt. 50, Aldie, Virginia

540.341.7527

garden furnishings
ornamental and functional:

benches, tables, chairs, urns,
statuary, and other items of
interest for patio or lawn.

On the WEB and
by appointment.

www.trocadero.com/summerhill

Antique
Cast Iron

Hunt Country Guide
Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

“Put this ad on your refrigerator. Then call
me when you want a great mortgage.”

HOLLY HOOPES
Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600

Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

S
UNTRUSTM

O
RTGAGE

Equestrian 
Paving Tar & ChipLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

For Rent Fitness & Training

Paving

• Oct 8th  Finals for Ponies, 9am- 
Dale Crittenberger

• Oct 15th  Finals for Horses, 9am
Dale Crittenberger

Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Real Estate Firms
Finance Real Estate

Horse Shows

Help Wanted

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”
Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.

Treat yourself or a friend to a
Swedish/deep tissue 

therapeutic massage!
by Susan Grayson

Certified Massage Therapist
Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Middleburg
Office for 

Rent
8 North Jay St. 

1000 sq ft
Please Inquire

540-687-5300

Llewellyn Village 
Apartments

Middleburg VA

Accepting Wait List 
Applications for
2 Bedroom Homes 

to include disabled
Contact Site Manager at:

1-540-687-3402
TDD # 1-800-982-8771

M,W, F  9 – 4
Rents Income Based

This Institution is an Equal 
Housing Opportunity
Provider & Employer

                       

Veterinary Technicians 
Wanted

Expanding 24 hour Vet Hospital 
in Purcellville, Va seeks Skilled Li-
censed and experienced Asst Techs 
for FT Positions. Days, Nights and 
Weekend Shifts available. Positions 
range from Appointments, Surgical, 
Blood Bank and all offer a variety of 
exposure to interesting cases, spe-
cies and challenges. Competitive 
wages and perks for qualified appli-
cants. Email TechnicianManager@
Blueridgevets.com

Kerrigan    
Paving

End of Season Special
20% Off
Tar & Chip

Up to 50% Less Than
Black Top

Residential & Commercial
KerriganPaving.com

Start the season! A Family Festival Day in Middleburg, Virginia, December 3, 2011 
Sponsor, Donor, Parade Entry information at www.ChristmasinMiddleburg.org 

2011 Sponsors 

Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600
Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

SUNTRUSTM
ORTGAGE

“Let me help you pinch them!”

HOLLY HOOPES

Equestrian 
Financial AdvisorsLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

For Rent Fitness & Training

Fitness
Real Estate Firms

Finance Real Estate

For Sale

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

ComingSoon!

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”
Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.

Treat yourself or a friend to a
Swedish/deep tissue 

therapeutic massage!
by Susan Grayson

Certified Massage Therapist
Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

WANTED/
HOUSE TO RENT. 

Upscale or Nice 3-4 bdrm or 
larger. Furnishd OK. Quiet 

immaculate couple. Top Local 
References.Flexible terms avail. 

email: mayabbott@yahoo.com 
(m) 347-546-5565

FOR RENT. 

Work Shop/ Storage
220 Power available

$150 - $350
Call

540-687-3200

Rental Wanted

Your
Ad

Here!
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Faces & Places

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street• Middleburg, VA
540-687-6997

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

Historic Coaching Drive
Upperville, VA
Photos by © Jim Graham 2011 - http://jimgraham.exposuremanager.com/g/2011_national_sporting_library_drive_weekend

The National Sporting Museum Opening Gala
Middleburg, VA
Photos courtesy of National Sporting Library and Nate Jensen at natejensencreative.com

 F. Turner Reuter, Jr., guest curator and NSLM board 
member and Jacqueline B. Mars

Anjela Guarriello, Gala Co-Chairman, NSLM Board 
Member Jacqueline L. Ohrstrom, and Christina Lizzo

Mary and Manuel H. Johnson, Chairman of the 
NSLM Board

Queenie and Douglas Kemmerer Mr. and Mrs. C. Fred Kohler and Dr. Betsee Parker  Virginia Fout, VProductions and Melinda Gable, 
Director of Development, NSLM

Dr. Turner Reuter, Diana Reuter-Twining, Nancy 
Reuter, Matilda Reuter, Fritz Reuter

Executive Director Rick Stoutamyer, Congressman 
Frank Wolf, Cate Magennis Wyatt, Steve Wyatt

Malcolm & Gail Matheson, Architect Hardee Johnston, & 
Chairman of the Board, Manuel H. Johnson, Paul Cronin
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Karen Russell and Kim Hart

Faces & Places

Nobel NielseN shoes • 19 East Washington st.~ 540-687-8200

Floris

 VEGAN
hand washable 

handbags

Eric Javits Dancing 
Flowers bags

Nov. 10th Deadline 
for Nov. 24th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

Joe Boling, Tianne Mitchell-Gordon & Debby Boling

Madeline Schaefer

David Pawlak The Gottwald Family

Winn AldenJim Roberts and Family

Bob Sevila and Family Margaret Taylor

13 E. Washington St.
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8050

22 E. Washington Street
Middleburg, VA
540.687.8050 13 E. Washington 

Middleburg, VA
540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

Dress up your holiday table! 
 

Colored tableware, handmade in America from recycled glass. 

Live An Artful Life®, 6474 Main St, The Plains,  540-253-9797  
LiveAnArtfulLife.com/FireAndLight  

Loudoun Laurels
Morven Park, Leesburg, VA
Photos by: Eliza Paul

Middleburg Classic Horse Show
Morven Park, Leesburg, VA
Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Holly Bossert

David & Nancy Faliskie and Bobby & Joe May

Kitty Saylor David Down
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Faces & Places
Windy Hill Fashion Show
Middleburg, VA
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

    C
onde Nast Johansens Award Winner 

     “
Most ExcEllEnt Inn – 2011”

       
  & Opentable.com 2011 Diner’s C

hoice Award

A  V I s I t  l o u d o u n  d E s t I n A t I o n  R E s t A u R A n t

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table. 
Monday through Sunday:  5:30-9pm • Lunch:  Wednesday - Monday 11:30am-2pm

Sunday Brunch: 11:30am-2pm

 Located just 2.5 miles North of Middleburg.
36205 Snake HiLL Road • MiddLeBuRg, ViRginia 20117

follow us on

w w w. g o o d s t o n e . c o m

goodStone inn & ReStauRant
and executiVe cHef WiLLiaM WaLden

Present

 “the Best of middleburg” event dinner
Featuring mello out, Ayrshire Farms, oak spring dairy and others…

 thursdAy, novemBer 10th At 6pm
reservations required

call 540-687-3333 for further details and to reserve your place at our table.

Serving thanksgiving, christmas eve, christmas day,  
new Year’s eve and new Year’s day

please call 540-687-3333 to make your holiday reservations today.

Goodstone for the Holidays

Cherry Blossom Walk
Middleburg, VA
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard
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Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

The Greenest Kilowatt is the one never produced!

Energy Efficiency ----- Renewable Energy ------ Dark Sky Friendly

The Clean Power Foundation of Middleburg is proud to be 
helping the communities of The Plains and Middleburg to become 

more energy efficient and dark sky friendly.

Join us!

www.cleanpowerfoundation.net

To Learn More, Call  Jerry Van Voorhis
540-687-8943

Finding Joy Through Change

 Where: Transformational Healing 
  2 South Hamilton Street, Middleburg, Va
 When: Monday, Nov. 7 & 14, and Dec. 5 & 12
 Time: 7:00 – 7:45 pm
 Cost: FREE
These FREE classes are meant to be an 
introduction to energy work for those that are 
curious about this type of healing modality. 
There will be a 15 minute talk about energy 
work and a 20 minute Q & A period.

PHONE 703-966-7620
EMAIL cindy@transform-heal.com
MAIL  P.O. Box 2277 • Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE  2 South Hamilton Street • Middleburg, VA

The Transformational Healing of Energy Work
How energy work can help you transform your life

The Transformational Healing of Energy Work
How energy work can help you transform your life

Do you feel stuck?  

Would you like to re-find 
your joy, inspiration  
& passion for life?

Do you feel stuck?  

Would you like to re-find 
your joy, inspiration  
& passion for life?

Chandler Van Voorhis

From the trickling of 
time, the creek that runs 
through our Hunt Coun-
try carried the Indian 

name Cokongoloto and Gohon-
garestraw, meaning the “river 
of swans or geese.” While the 
Indians have been gone for the 
last 300 years, the name Goose 
Creek remains. 

So on a recent Saturday, I 
had the chance to take my 10-
year old son on his first duck 
hunting trip in the Goose Creek 
Watershed. Accompanied by 
my good friend Michael We-
bert, the purpose was to intro-
duce, teach and transfer values 
that only come through hunting, 
for it was youth hunting day in 
Virginia.

The abundance of water-
fowl moving in concert with the 
ebb and flow of the water cut-

ting through our land has been 
a time-honored tradition of 
stewardship. As my mother and 
father once told me, “The culti-
vation of soil and character are 
two of the greatest joys in life. 
In each case, we invest in the 
greater good. While the cultiva-
tion of soil anchors us, the culti-
vation of character elevates us.” 

In a world of iPods, iPads, 
Wii and DVDs, our kids and we 
are increasingly living in a vir-
tual reality. The act of hunting 
forces us to re-enter the natural 
world as a participant. 

David Petersen, author of 
A Hunter’s Heart, writes, “as 
our society has become less 
conscious of its earthly resourc-
es, we have increasingly begun 
to regard nature as nothing more 
than scenery, a backdrop to be 
admired as art or playground 
or sacred space, always viewed 
with a sense of detachment, and 
never a part of ourselves.”

What lies at the root of de-
tachment from nature, Petersen 
writes, is a forgetfulness “cre-
ated by the supermarket, where 
we pluck from the shelves pro-
cess bits of plants and animals 
that are hidden inside boxes, 
cans and packages---- creating 
an illusion that we can have food 
without harvest, that life can be 
maintained without death, that 
our daily existences is separate 
from the land, and that we are 
fundamentally different from 
all other organism.”  For a brief 

moment 
in time, 
we are 
connect-
ed and 
m i n d -
ful. By 
pa r t i c i -
p a t i n g 
in na-
ture, we 
d e e p e n 
our connection to the soil and 
elevate our character in how we 
interact with our surroundings.

So on this beautiful au-
tumn morning, my little’s boy 
journey and connection to na-
ture took a new step, a first step 
into the wonder of nature as a 
participant. Likewise, my friend 
Michael Webert, who is running 
for Delegate for Virginia’s 18th 
District, will with the support 
of the voters enter the world of 
representative democracy with 
a sense of purpose rooted in his 
connection to the land.

As Jose Y Gasset author 
of the famous book Meditations 
on Hunting, stated, “Yo soy yo 
y mi circunstancia” --- “I am I 
and my surroundings.”

Chandler Van Voorhis is 
Managing Partner of C2I, LLC 
in Middleburg. C2I’s Green-
Trees program has planted over 
4 million trees in the Mississip-
pi Delta for Duke Energy and 
Norfolk Southern.

Richard A. Engberg

What if there was 
no naturally oc-
curring ice on 
earth?  What if 

the Greenland and Antarctica 
ice caps completely melted?  
What if the Arctic Ocean was 
ice free?  What if there were 
no glaciers in Alaska, the Hi-
malayas or elsewhere?  Is this 
even possible?  What kind of 
world would we have?  Does 
this sound like a nightmare 
scenario?  Interesting ques-
tions, right?  

But no, you say, these 
things could never happen.  
But they have.  The world was 
a very different place when 
they did. The Paleocene Epoch 
spanned from about 65 to 56 
million years ago.  This was 
a time just after the dinosaurs 
became extinct, when earth’s 
land masses were moving to 
their present positions and 
temperatures were warmer 
than they are now.  Accord-
ing to a recent article in the 
National Geographic, an event 
of unprecedented magnitude 
occurred at the end of the Pa-
leocene.   

This event is called the 
Paleocene-Eocene Thermal 
Maximum (PETM).  A con-
tinuing large release of carbon 
into the atmosphere caused the 
earth to get warmer still, lead-

ing to the ice free conditions 
described above.  Geologists 
estimate that the PETM lasted 
for about 150,000 years.  The 
source and amount of carbon 
released is not specifically 
known, but some scientists 
speculate it would be equal to 
the amount that would be re-
leased if all of earth’s known 
reserves of natural gas, oil, 
and coal were rapidly used.  

This is not science fiction.  
What would happen if such an 
event took place now?  First 
of all, it would be gradual, but 
let’s say that it took place over 
200 years.  We could expect an 
average temperature rise of 9 
degrees Fahrenheit worldwide.  
Doesn’t seem like much, but 
trust me, it is.  Imagine Wash-
ington, DC with three months 
straight of temperatures ex-
ceeding 100 degrees together 
with our humidity?  Like palm 
trees?  You’d have them in 
your yard.  Imagine Las Vegas 
with temperatures exceeding 
120 degrees. Whew!

But guess what?  Tem-
perature would be the least of 
our worries.  Scientists have 
determined that the sea level 
during PETM was 220 feet 
higher than present. Imagine 
what the land surface would 
look like now.  There’d be a 
lot less land.   Water, water ev-
erywhere.  Probably more than 
half the world’s population 

would be displaced - Omaha 
might become the largest U. S. 
city.  Sure, you could have an 
office in New York’s Empire 
State Building but it would be 
above the 20th floor and only 
reachable by boat.  Take Flori-
da.  Florida wouldn’t exist ex-
cept for a small island or two.  
Miami would be a new Atlan-
tis.  Take southern Asia.  Most 
of Bangladesh, presently home 
to 160 million people, is less 
than 40 feet above sea level.    
Where would the people go?  
What would they do?

We burn our reserves of 
fossil fuel and pump carbon 
into the atmosphere at as-
tonishing rates.   The PETM 
doesn’t tell us what will hap-
pen if we continue, but instead, 
gives us a perspective.  The 
National Geographic article 
concludes, “…….the whole 
pattern of life on Earth may be 
radically different from what 
it would otherwise have been 
– simply because of the way 
we powered our lives for a few 
centuries.”  Food for thought!

Please email your thoughts 
and ideas to:  rengberg@veri-
zon.net

No Ice at All?
Waterworld

Back to Reality to Teach Stewardship 
A Creek Runs Through Us 

Village Green

Verizon Center October 25 - 30, 2011
Ticketmaster.com  |  WIHS.org
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ronspeakmanforsheriff.com

Ron
Speakman

for Loudoun County Sheriff

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Patrickswell
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $7,500,000

164 acres in Orange County Hunt • Main house of stone construction
• 4 bedrooms plus an in-law suite • Pool • Tennis court • 20 stall
center aisle stable • Farm office • 1/16 mile indoor track •
Guest house • Also available on 264 acres for $10,500,000
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Pohick Farm
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $6,850,000

464 acres with postcard valley views • Recorded in 4 lots • 4
bedroom home • Pool • Pool house • Rental house • 3 creeks
• 1 pond • Great for horses, cattle or vineyard
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia  •  $797,000

8 acres near Warrenton • First floor master • Stately pool •
2 additional private guest suites • 4 fireplaces • 3 car garage
• Located in Warrenton Hunt Territory
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Delaplane Post Office
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $500,000

Unusual opportunity • Commercial Zoning • 3,800 sf •
2 separate apartments • Each with 2 bedrooms • Large
additional outbuilding • Great possibilities
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Hidden Brook Farm
Unison, Virginia  •  $1,650,000

25 acres • Bright open floor plan • 1st floor bedroom • Pool •
16 stall stable with apartment • Lighted stone dust arena •
Great ride out
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $5,000,000

103 acres • 1800’s Virginia farmhouse • 9 fireplaces • 5 bedrooms
• Guest house • Pool house/game room • Gorgeous stone
walls, terraces and garden walls • Pond • Barns
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Bedrock Farm
Berryville, Virginia  •  $2,500,000

276.38 acres • Cape Cod with 3 BR, 2.5 BA • Guest house •
Pool • 2 barns • Numerous outbuildings • Land level •
Fenced & cross fenced • Mountain views
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Hickory Hill
Millwood, Virginia  •  $670,000

Prime Clarke County location • Brick/stucco main house
restored in 2003 • 2-3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 2 fireplaces •
Guest house, also restored • 2 outbuildings • 16.12 acres
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

An Old House in Paris
Paris, Virginia  •  $485,000

Circa 1890 • 4,400 sf home • Unobstructed views of the
protected Paris Valley • 3 BR • Additional 2 BR in-law suite
w/second kitchen • Detached garage • Unlimited possibilities
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Withers Larue Road
Berryville, Virginia  •  $567,900

Custom built log home • 3 BR, 3 BA • Stone fireplace •
Exposed log walls • Vaulted ceilings • Great views • Room to
expand • 25 acres • Could work for horses
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Lime Kiln Road
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $575,000

Wonderfully maintained; open floor plan; first-floor master suite • 4BRs, 3.5BAs,
fireplace, well-appointed kitchen • Perfect full-time or weekend home across from
historic Goose Greek • Minutes from Leesburg, Middleburg, major DC routes
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Warwick Farm
Bluemont, Virginia  •  $1,500,000

Turn key horse operation • Custom log & cedar home on
13.37 acres • 3 bedrooms, 3 baths • 4 stall center aisle barn
• 90 x 180 bluestone & shredded rubber ring • 2 run in sheds
Joseph Keusch (540) 454-0591
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Lovettsville - Bolington Farm, this beautiful 
manor home beside Milltown Creek on 10 ac, 
has all systems updated, offers 19 rooms, 
4400sf and 8 fireplaces. Dependencies incl a 
lrg 10 stall bank barn, creamery, Pre Civil War 
brick toll house and apt. Income potential, 
paved road frontage. 10 min to MARC train. 
$780,000       Jackie Hagenston   540.454.1452 

Middleburg - Family Compound or Investment 
opportunity. 12 acres with 3 dwellings off of 
Foxcroft Road, only one mile from town. A 
3BR stone cottage, a 2BR stucco cottage with 
studio and a 2BR shingle cottage with garage. 
Possible to build another home. Short sale. 
3rd party approval required. Sold As-Is. 
$700,000        Michele Stevens    703-568-0721 

Purcellville - Gorgeous estate home on 4+ 
acres with multiple upgrades, backs to scenic 
lake. 5BR/4.5BA, gourmet kitchen with granite 
and stainless steel, 2 dishwashers, family 
room w/stone fireplace and tall  windows, 
sunroom, office w/built-ins, hardwood floors. 
Finished basement/apt efficiency w/fireplace. 
$699,000           Joy Thompson     540.729.3428 

Upperville - Mountain Top Retreat with mag-
nificent valley & mountain views! 4 bedroom 
and 3.5 bathroom home with 117 acres in 
conservation easement. Approved septic sites, 
3 wells installed, 4 dwellings permitted. Easy 
access to Route 50 & Route 7. Home plus 22 
acres, $750,000. 95 acres land only,  $815,000. 
$1,500,000            Joyce Gates     540.771.7544 

Hardy Co., WV - Willow Wall, a meticulously 
restored circa 1804 mansion on 12 acres with 
views. 8,300 square feet of grand formal 
rooms. 7BR/6.5BA, 2 Kitchens, 16 fireplaces 
w/orig mantles, 3 steam showers, heart pine 
flrs, Geo-Thermal 15-zone heat/cool and wir-
ing for 50 phone lines. 
$890,000              Bobby Kirk        703.728.8602 

Millwood - Charm & character throughout! 
This established business in renovated barn 
has 3000sf of climate controlled showroom 
space. Multi-users have private entrances. Can 
be also sold w/out inventory. Plenty of park-
ing! Excellent location in historic village. Low 
taxes. Near major Routes. 60 miles from D.C. 
$750,000              Bobby Kirk        703.728.8602 

L&F - Middleburg Sales 
 

Waterford - Exquisite restoration and expan-
sion with no detail overlooked. Chef's kitchen, 
4 working fireplaces, radiant floors, geother-
mal HVAC, large flagstone patio overlooking 
protected views, private parking. 2800 square 
feet, 2/3BR, 2.5BA. Convenient to Greenway, 
Leesburg, and MARC Train!  
$850,000        Jackie Hagenston  540.454.1452 

Purcellville - A 3,879sf home on 7+ private 
acres. Incredible views, no HOA. $165,000 in 
upgrades. Gourmet kitchen w/stainless steel 
& granite. New HW floors, stone FP. MBR on 
main level w/new MBA, tile & granite. Lrg BRs, 
rec room, basement w/BR, office/shop, 3 car 
garage. Fenced with barn/run-in & paddocks. 
$674,900          Joy Thompson      540.729.3428 

Leesburg - Set on a bluff w/commanding views 
of Potomac River and 18th fairway at award-
winning River Creek golf course; spectacular 
Renaissance end-unit townhouse, beautifully 
finished on 4 levels. Private top-floor balcony, 
spacious backyard, clubhouse dining, pool, 
tennis, and gym. Easy living and luxury. 
$1,075,000           Kim Hurst         703.932.9651 

Purcellville - Custom stone and stucco home 
with incredible views of the Potomac River 
and Blue Ridge Mountains. Property backs to 
Harpers Ferry Historic Park. Great room with 
stone fireplace, beautiful wood floors. Three 
finished levels, family room w/vaulted ceilings 
and built in bookcases. Private setting. 
$529,000             Amy Adams       703.851.2051 

Middleburg - Totally renovated Cape Cod on 3 
ac w/3 car garage. Gourmet kit w/breakfast 
area, stainless steel appliances, granite. Dining 
room w/built-ins, marble FP, bay window. 
Huge living room w/FP. Patio & pool. MBR w/
FP, walk-ins, Jacuzzi. LL w/kitchenette, guest 
rm, FBA, rec rm. New HVAC, home warranty. 
$799,999     Kathleen Chovnick   703.340.5716 

Lovettsville - Bolington Farm, this beautiful 
manor home on 10 acre has all systems updat-
ed, and offers 19 rooms, 4800 square feet, 
and 8 working fireplaces. Dependencies in-
clude large 10 stall bank barn, a creamery, Pre 
Civil War brick toll house & apartment. 10 
minutes to MARC train to Washington D.C.! 
$780,000       Jackie Hagenston   540.454.1452 

Upperville - Historic estate renovated and 
enhanced to include top shelf facilities, main-
taining its 1850’s architecture and original 
handcrafted details. Georgian manor house, 
stone cottages, barns, paddocks, pool. 60 ac in 
easement. Views, endless ride-out, Piedmont 
Hunt territory. Near show grounds & polo. 
$5,850,000        Andy Stevens      703.568.0727 

Middleburg - Family Compound or Investment 
opportunity. 12 acres with 3 dwellings off of 
Foxcroft Road, only one mile from town. A 
3BR stone cottage, a 2BR stucco cottage with 
studio, and a 2BR shingle cottage with garage. 
Possible to build another home. Short sale. 
3rd party approval required. Sold As-Is. 
$700,000        Michele Stevens    703.568.0721 

The Blackburn Murder

Spend Time with Your Family
Instead of in the Kitchen.

The Rail Stop Will Bring  Thanksgiving Home to You.

Please place your order by November 17, 2006, by calling 540-253-5644, 
Tuesday through Sunday.  The Rail Stop will be closed for regular service 
Thanksgiving Day.  Pick up will be November 22nd, Thanksgiving day, 
between the hours of 12:00 and 3:00 p.m.  Have a great and safe holiday!

We are preparing a feast for your holiday to be easily picked up and taken 
home. Our package dinner includes:
 •  Roasted Whole Fresh Organic Turkey with a Homemade Sour   
                Dough Dressing

 • Mashed Potatoes, fresh cranberry sauce, French beans, and home  
    made gravy

 • A loaf of fresh baked bread

 •  Choice of Pumpkin Cheesecake or Bourbon Chocolate Pecan Pie
Package for 4-6 people: $165.00 plus tax
Package for 8-10 people:$265.00 plus tax

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

November Happenings

Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m. Mount Zion Church, “The Turnpike of Terror”, Stories told
in fi rst person of life on Route 50

Nov. 13, 3:00 p.m. Mount Zion Church, “ The Great Train Raid of 1861”,
Conversations in History Series

Nov. 20, 3:00 p.m. Mount Zion Church, “Lincoln, A Bodyguard’s View of the
President”, Conversations in History Series

SPONSORED BY MHAA AND 
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA REGIONAL PARK

AUTHORITY.

Mosby Heritage Area Association
PO Box 1497 • Middleburg, VA 20118

540-687-6681
info@mosbyheritagearea.org

http:/www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

Daniel Morrow

This is the story of the 1854 
murder of VMI Cadet Tom 
Blackburn, the trials that 
followed, and the impact 

of those events on young men and 
women who would all too soon face 
the larger trials of the American Civil 
War.

Part Four: The Invitation

“It is understood in soci-
ety, that a person who has been 
properly introduced to you, has 
some claim on your good offices 
in future;  you cannot, therefore, 
slight him without good reason, 
and the chance of being called to 
an account for it.

-- Martine’s Handbook of 
Etiquette

and Guide to True Politeness

	 On the Tuesday before 
Christmas, December 22, 1853,  
Charles Burks Christian found him-
self, for at least the second time, at a 
private party with the beautiful young 
Mary Evelyn Anderson.

Both had attended Judge John 
White Brockenbrough’s Christmas 
party, held in the Judge’s home and 
law school, a large house on the south-
west side of Washington Street just 
opposite the President Junkin’s house 
on the Washington College Campus.

They had not, however, been 
formally introduced.

Happily for Christian he had a 
friend, Robert White, who was living 
in the Brockenbrough house while he 
attended law school

Christian, it would seem, pre-
vailed upon White  to introduce him 
to Mary Evelyn Anderson.

Once formally introduced, 
however, Christian quickly took mat-
ters firmly into his own hands.

As Mary Evelyn Anderson lat-
er told a jury,  “Very soon after being 
introduced,  Christian . . . asked me 
if I had company to church the next 
Sunday night.

“I told him I had not.”
“He then asked me if he might 

call for me.”  
She agreed.
After all, she later testified, 

Christian had been introduced to her 
properly, by a “gentleman,” in his 
own home.

Despite Charles Burks Chris-
tian’s reputation as something of a 
bad boy, Mary Evelyn’s guardians,  
and Lexington society in general,  
clearly considered him “a gentleman” 
as well.

The Christian and Burks fami-
lies were well known and respected in 
Lynchburg, Campbell, Bedford and 
Amherst counties. His cousins on his 
widowed mothers side, among them 
the nine sons of Bedford County’s 
Martin Parks Burks, would become 
some of the state’s most distinguished 
jurists, teachers and soldiers.  Young 
“C.B.” had, thus, already been invited 
into the homes of some of Lexing-
ton’s finest families..

Charles was, however,  the last 
of his father’s Amherst County line. 
Charles Mask Christian, of “Rose 
Hill” had died when Charles was only 
10, leaving behind his wife, Frances 
Ann Burks, 34, and four small chil-
dren.

As the only son of a widowed 
mother, Christian had come to Lex-
ington, he said,  with a purpose:  to 
learn a profession, and then practice 
it well enough to care for her and his 
three still-unmarried sisters.  

Though considered something 
of a man of the world in Lexington, 
friends of the family later insisted 
he had only really been “away from 
home” once before, while a student in 
Richmond. 

There he had attended the 
Virginia Baptist Seminary, (later 
the University of Richmond) for “a 
few months” before being “asked to 
leave,” apparently for threatening the 
Seminary President, the Reverend 
Robert Ryland, with pistols.

In addition to his other duties, 
Ryland, also served as pastor of Rich-
mond’s First African Baptist Church.  
Though a slave owner,  and a true be-
liever in the positive ethical value of 
slavery, Ryland was well known for 
skirting or ignoring Virginia’s slave 
laws:  teaching members of his con-
gregation to read and marrying cou-
ples who were enslaved

At about the time of Christian’s 
expulsion, Ryland had openly and 
publicly tested the tolerance of white 
Richmond yet again.  A member of 
his First African Baptist congrega-
tion had been convicted of the highly 
publicized murder of white children 
in her charge.   Ryland rode with her 
to the scaffold,  standing beside her in 
an open cart. He then prayed with her, 
before her sentence was carried out.

Much of white Richmond 
was outraged. And while there is no 
direct evidence that Christian’s prob-
lems with Ryland were related to the 
latter’s reputation, there is no doubt 
that he was not the only young man 
in Richmond who might well have 
threatened the pastor of First African 
Baptist and been praised for the deed.

In any case, shortly after his 
expulsion for seminary Christian was 
accepted as a law student by Lexing-
ton’s  Judge John White Brocken-
brough.

Brockenbrough, who would 
be dispatched eleven years later to 
personally invite Robert E. Lee to be-
come President of Washington Col-
lege, was, in 1854, already well on his 
way to becoming a legend.

He was barely 40,  in 1846,  
when President James K. Polk ap-
pointed him Judge of the United 
States Court for the Western District 
of Virginia.  

By 1854 his record on the fed-
eral bench was not only respected, but 
by some standards, perfect.  Not one 
of his decisions had been reversed on 
appeal,  and none would be, for years.

On October 31, 1849, Brocken-
brough opened a soon-to-be-famous 
private  law school in Lexington, the 
Rockbridge County Seat, and  the 
home of Washington College and the 
Virginia Military Institute.  

By 1852 he was a member of 
the Washington College Board of 
Trustees.

As a result of his growing repu-
tation, and no doubt the steady stream 
of relatively well-to-do young men 
through Lexington’s schools, Brock-
enbrough had no trouble attracting 
students.

By 1854, at forty eight, he 
was well on his way to running what 
would become the largest private law 
school in the state of  Virginia.  

By all accounts, he needed the 
additional income.

Charles Burks Christian’s life 
would soon depend on Judge John 
White Brockenbrough, and the peo-
ple who visited, lived, studied and 
worked with him in the house where 
Christian first met Mary Evelyn An-
derson

To be continued
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A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Blackberry  is a 8-10 yr. 
old gorgeous Saddlebred 

who was recently rescued.  
Now a healthy loving boy, 
who is looking to be your 

horse's companion, or your 
new project horse! 

PUPPIES! 
We currently have 5 

Chihuahua/Dachshund 
mix pups that were born 
June 27th. There are 3 
female & 3 male, both 
long & short haired.  

Elliot a 3 yr. Lab/Hound mix is 
seeking an active home with other 
dog friends. He is house trained 

and is very social with other dogs. 
as well. Elliot needs a home with 

lots of exercise & no cats! 

Cashmere was found at a local 
training track & was a bit feral 

but has come around with care & 
lots of handling. She is still on the 

shy side & would prefer a quiet 
home.  She has the softest fur 
which is how she got her name. 

DUCKS! 
We have two sweet, young 
Peking ducks available for 

adoption. They are up-to-date 
with dewormings, etc. and can  

only be adopted as pets.   
We have PET Turkeys &  

Pheasants too! 

Thor is a 5 1/2 year old gorgeous 
purebred Doberman Pinscher. He 
is housetrained & lived with small 

dogs. Thor is very affectionate. He 
cannot live with kitties but he 

really wants a warm & loving home. 

Jenson is a handsome 
happy go lucky 2 year old 

Norwegian Elkhound X.  He 
gets along great with other 
dogs but cannot live with 
kitties. He is a wonderful 
medium sized dog who is 
great with older kids too.  

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

mhfdtn@earthlink.net  (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Baby is shy 1 yr old Chihuahua/
Pug. She came from a hoarder 
situation & was not socialized 

well as a pup. She would prefer  
a home with another dog & no 
children. If you have a quiet 
home & patience Baby would 
make a wonderful companion. 

KITTENS! 
We currently have LOTS of 

healthy, fun loving, absolutely 
adorable kittens of all ages.  
Long-haired, short-haired, 

playful, quiet, dark, light, we 
are sure you’ll find one or  

two just right !   

Ponies, Minis, & Babies! 
MHF has several miniature horses, ponies, & mini & 

pony foals now available for adoption.  Please visit our 
website to see photographs & for more information. 

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
(540) 687-6500      Middleburg, Virginia 20118

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE

Brian
McGowan

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice.  Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Exquisite country French manor with over 9000 sq. ft. of
spectacular living space on over 55 gorgeous acres just   minutes
from town sGrandly scaled rooms s Extraordinary detail sThe
finest quality s Beautifully decorated s Impeccably  maintained s
Includes fabulous pool surrounded by terraces and brilliant
gardens sFabulus apartment over three bay carriage house sIdeal
for horses.                                                                       $4,675,000

bolinvAr PeAkewood PhArm

Jim
McGowan

M A R Y  A N N  M C G O W A N
(540) 687-5523

Extraordinary equestrian estate approximately 133 acres
s Contemporary residence   and extensive dependencies
sPark-like setting, fabulous mountain views sMinutes to
Middleburg sGorgeous stone and frame 12 Stall Stable s3
Tenant Houses   s2 Stone Guest Cottages sStable Apartment
sIndoor Schooling Ring sRiding Ring sHuge Equipment
building and Workshop.                                             $5,300,000

Spectacular 17 room custom brick Colonial boasting over
10,000 Sq Ft. of  living space on a private lane s 25 gorgeous
acres sPalladian windows s Wood floors sGrandly scaled
rooms with high ceilings sExtordinary quality throughout
sFabulous pool surrounded by flagstone terracess Brilliant
gardens  sBoard fenced paddocks sIdeal for horses. Minutes to
Middleburg                                                               $2,750,000

Stunning 5 Bedroom Cape on 10 gorgeous acres. Wonderful
floorplan, sun filled rooms, high ceilings & hardwood floors.
Living & dining rooms open to fabulous gardens, pool &
terrace. Master suite with sitting room, gourmet country kitchen
opens to breakfast & family rooms. 2nd level has 3  bedrooms
and 2 Baths;  Seperate Office/Guest  Suite over 3 car garage.      

$2,495,000

foxmount fArm

southwoods

Exquisite“Williamsburg” Colonial on approximately 20 park-like
acres in  the Piedmont Hunt   Territory sAlmost 9,000 square feet
of  spectacular living space, beautiful historic detail,   gorgeous décor
and pristine condition sBrilliant gardens and flagstone terraces
surround the pool sBreathtaking  mountain views and spring fed
pond add to this idyllic setting.                                               $2,450,000

Privacy and seclusion on 50 acres of  rolling meadows and lush
woodlands sSpectacular 4 Bedroom custom Colonial overlooks
a stocked pond and features high ceilings, gleaming wood
floors, and sun-filled rooms sExtraordinary quality with Marvin
windows, gourmet Kitchen, 3 Fireplaces, Library, and Terraces
with gardens and fabulous views sIdeal for equestrians.                 

$1,950,000

Elegant 12 room Residence on 7+ acres with barn and
paddocks in a beautiful country setting. Completely renovated
with impecable taste and extraordinary craftmanship, with 3
finished levels. Sun-filled and charming rooms, this exquisite
home enjoys gorgeous mountain views and is ideal for gracious
entertaining. Private and only 5 minutes to the village of
Middleburg.                                                              $1,875,000

tuckAhoe PAxson roAd

10 beautifully landscaped private acres in prestigious "Atoka
Chase" sCompletely   remodeled, expanded and exquisitely
decorated sFeatures a New Kitchen and Baths, New Siding,
New Roof, All New Utilities, New Decks and Porches, Terraces
and Brilliant Perennial Gardens sGated Entrance and Board
Fenced Paddocks, plus a Run-In Shed for the equestrian, with
trails for ride-out.                                                   $1,625,000

Exquisite custom colonial on 17+ acres with spectacular
mountain views sHigh ceilings, sun-filled rooms,  superior
quality and elegant decor with almost 7,000 square feet of  living
spacesSteamShower sOffice and or Guest SuitesSun
RoomsFamilyRoom sGourmet country Kitchen s3 finished
levels with 5 Bedrooms, 6.5 Baths sMedia Room sIdeal for
horses or pool. Motivated!                                             $1,408,446

westwood wAterford historic district

Fantastic one level residence on a private, fenced 1/3 acre
parcel and “in town” location sTotally renovated with brand
new Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, new floor plan, French
doors to terrace and exquisite perennial gardens sSpacious
rooms are ideal for entertaining sSkylights, new windows and
multiple French doors add light and warmth sSun lit rooms
sBeautiful decor!                                                       $949,900

Gracious antique colonial (circa 1914) on a beautiful 1+ acre
parcel on prestigious Foxcroft Road sTowering Trees, Mature
Landscaping, Brilliant Gardens Surround the Fieldstone
Terraces sGleaming Wood Floors, Stone Fireplaces, and
Custom Built-In Cabinetry sMaster Suite features “His and
Her” Baths with ample Closets sSunroom boasts Stone
Flooring and overlooks Pastoral Views.                          $732,000

Charming country home has been completely renovated with
new Kitchen, Baths, Flooring, Plumbing, and ElectricsLocated at
the end of  a quiet lane in the heart of  Upperville on a beautiful
1 acre parcel sProperty boasts towering trees and an in-ground
pool sGreat Room has vaulted 2 Story-Ceilings, Brick Fireplace,
Hardwood Floors, and opens to the Deck and Spa!                     

$445,000

on the rocks sPring house

gryPhon hill

whirlwind AtokA chAse

berry hill

PoPlAr row

Magnificent Estate on 100 Acres in a spectacular setting. The
stone house boasts 22   elegant rooms, 9 fireplaces, high
ceilings, all superbly detailed and beautifully appointed.
Brilliant gardents surround the heated pool. Fabulous 11
stall stone stable with 2 staff  apartments.  Riding ring, green
house all in pristine condition. Additional acreage is available.                                                                  

Priced at $12,000,000

Elegant 12 room manor presides over manicured lawns,  flagstone
terraces and brilliant perennial gardens sEncompassing over 104
acres of verdant, board fenced pastures, lush woodlands and a
picturesque spring fed pond sMagnificent estate offers privacy
sHistoric stone walls s 2  center aisle stables, a state of  the art
riding ring, two stunning apartments and a charming three
bedroom Guest House.                                                $5,995,000

This charming historic residence, built in 1815, beautifully
expanded in 1988 and updated in 2004, is in a private
country setting in the heart of  horse country. It has a pond
surrounded by horse pastures, a tree-lined driveway, and
mature gardens. The house, tastefully decorated in neutral
tones, blends the warmth and charm of  an  antique home
with modern comfort.                                         $1,395,000
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In the Virginia Countryside
In the Capital Region
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WOODSIDE, DELAPLANE, VA
Elegant & historic 4 BR brick Federal house on 32.5 acres.
The first section is circa 1730, with an addition in 1850.
Fabulous views of the Blue Ridge sweep over a large pond.
Huge, well maintained hardwoods stand in the park like lawn.
Lush gardens, glamorous pool, 7 stall barn, large
equipment/storage shed with apt attached & 2 log garden
houses. In the desirable Orange County Hunt. $2,700,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

ROCK RIDGE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Great Location. Orange County Hunt. 94 acres. Five bedroom
stone and brick main residence with paneled library, elegant
woodwork and beautiful aged wood floors. The house is sited
on hillside with fabulous views. 22 stall main barn, 5 stall barn.
Outdoor ring, run-in sheds. 3 bedroom cottage. 2 bedroom
tenant house. Superb facility for horses. Excellent ride out.
$4,950,000

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

3657 OLD WOODS ROAD, DELAPLANE, VA
Adorable Farmhouse style home on 3 wooded acres only
minutes to I-66 at Marshall. Newly renovated chef ’s kitchen
with custom cherry cabinets and top line appliances, family
room with fireplace, large deck and patio for entertaining, first
floor BR & BA, + add’l 3BR, & 3FBA. LL has media & game
area with gas fireplace + private office. 2 car garage. $430,000.

Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Bronze Hill is a classic early stone farm house dating from the early
1800’s. It is located on the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville
Turnpike, a little northeast of the village of Middleburg. It consists
of a restored main residence with three finished levels, small guest
cottage, two bedroom house, pool, pond, barns, stable, fields and
woods on 48 acres (in two parcels). It is surrounded by farms in
scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,499,900.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

HOLLY HILL, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Minutes to Middleburg, on a quiet country road, surrounded
by 2 picturesque ponds, flowing stream, and beautiful serene
views. Holly Hill, an historic stone manor estate (c1790) is
perfectly situated on 37+ ac in 3 parcels. Main house offers 4
bedrooms, 4.5 baths accompanied by a guest house, swimming
pool, stable, 2 separate apartments, paddocks and outbuildings.
$3,300,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

PAN D’OR, MARSHALL, VA
Located in the Orange County Hunt territory near
Middleburg. 54+ acres. Stunning European style residence
offering 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 1 half bath, apartment and
tenant house. The property is fabulous with views of the Blue
Ridge and Bull Run Mountains, bordered by Cromwells Run
and protected by VOF easements. Excellent ride out.
$2,850,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

WOODBURN, LEESBURG, VA
Spacious 6,000 square foot colonial on 7.82 acres in the lovely
Woodburn area near Leesburg. 5 bedrooms, master suite on
first floor. Large kitchen/family room. Completely finished
lower level with full bar and room for pool table, media equipment,
exercise, in-law suite. Lovely creek in wooded area behind
house. Very private, very convenient. $930,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

RUNNYMEADE FARM, MARSHALL, VA
Queen Anne Victorian, beautifully restored. Living room,
library, music room and dining room with full windows and
period fixtures. 5 bedroom, 2 baths, on 10 acres just west of
Marshall. 2 fireplaces original woodwork and mantels,
hardwood floors. Third floor is finished space, country kitchen
with Corian counters and custom cherry cabinets.  $569,000.

Lynn Wiley 540-454-1527

MEADOW GROVE, BLUEMONT, VA
181 acre estate in the Piedmont Hunt overlooking ten acre
pond and commanding views of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Seven bedroom 1788 stone Quaker Manor House with major
2009 addition still retaining original features and woodwork.
Open and usable land. Ten stall stable, pool house, pool and
tennis court. VOF easement. $4,895,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Isobel Ziluca 540-687-2211
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