
Daniel Morrow

Middleburg Town Council, the 
Middleburg Business Asso-
ciation, and the independent 
Christmas In Middleburg or-

ganization declared this year’s December 3 
celebration one of the best in years.

Crowds estimated as large as ten to 
twelve thousand took advantage what mer-
chants described as “perfect” weather to 
take in the annual morning Hunt parade, the 
longest and most diverse Christmas Parade 
in memory, and a host of related events be-
fore and after.

Some shops reported their best sales 
day ever.  Restaurants were booked solid.  
Even traffic flow and parking were reported 
to be working well.  Visitors were greeted 
by well-marked streets, a well-prepared 
police force, reinforced by extra Sheriff’s 
deputies, and a host of volunteers.

A day that began with Santa having 
breakfast with children and their families 
and friends at Middleburg Elementary, 
ended officially as a perfect patch of rain-
bow appeared in otherwise barely visible 
ice clouds high over the village.

For photographs see page 24.

 
Salamander Construction Resumes

In a December 8 presentation to 
Town Council, Salamander Hospitality 
President Prem Devadas reported that con-
struction on the long-awaited Salamander 
Inn and Spa was once again moving for-
ward,  with  April, 2013, set as the target 
date for opening. 

A recession-driven nation-wide de-
cline in the luxury resort business had led 
Salamander to an earlier decision to delay 
construction and staffing of the facility.

Water problems, in large part caused 
by leaking around scores of custom-built 
windows, led to further delays.

 Those issues, Devadas reported,  
have been resolved.

 More important, he said, the resort 
business seems to be improving nationally, 
with 2013 projected to be the year the in-
dustry returns to pre-recession viability.

Salamander, Devadas noted,  has al-
ready expressed its optimism by investing 
and partnering with investors in a carefully 
selected portfolio of resort properties out-
side Middleburg,

www.mbecc.com
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Hannah Sue Burnett & Harbor 
Pilot Bring Home Silver & Gold

Janet Hitchen
 Hannah Sue Burnett and Jac-

queline Mars’ eight-year-old 
Irish Sport Horse, Harbor 
Pilot, brought home an Indi-

vidual Silver and Team Gold, Medal 
from this years Pan American Games in 
Guadalajara,  Mexico.

 According to the USEF Network  
“Hannah Sue is just getting started, but 
at 25, her list of accomplishments would 
be enough to last some a lifetime.”  She 
grew up riding alongside her mother, 
Sue, in Shelbyville, Ky and at a young 
age developed an aptitude for the sport 
of Eventing. 

 In 2008 she began working full 
time with Karen and David O’Connor.  
David had brought Harbor Pilot along 
until he retired from competing and  felt 
that this horse and Hannah Sue would 
be a successful pair.  The rest 
is history. 

Harbor Pilot is a product 
of Mrs. Mars own breeding 
program.   Hannah Sue spends 
the winters training in Ocala 
, Fla and the summers in The 

Plains, Va. working for Karen and Da-
vid.

Of her experience at the games 
Hannah Sue said “William” (Harbor 
Pilot) was a great competitor in Guada-
lajara. 

 “As always I could count on him 
to do his best.  I’m so blessed to be a 
part of this horse’s life and I can’t wait 
to see what the future holds.  I cannot 
believe how far he has come.  Being a 
homebred of Ms. Mars and going all 
the way through the levels with David 
to getting a gold and silver medal at the 
Pan American Games really shows the 
quality of the breeding and training pro-
gram that Ms. Mars and the O’Connors 
have.

 “ I’m honored to be a part of it 
and  so thankful to be able to ride for 
them.  Karen and David truly made my 
riding and my career what it is today.”
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office 540.687.6321 fax 540.687.3966 middleburgrealestate.com

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

Middleburg
real estate 540.687.6321

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

Cloverland Farm – The Plains
540-270-3835 $6,450,000PeTer PejaCseviCh

15916 old WaTerFord rd, Paeonia
703-203-9766 $2,500,000jim lemon

8326 oxFord Way, WarrenTon
703-606-6358 $1,650,000GeorGe roll

Gray horse inn, The Planes 
703-447-9505 $1,200,000Charlie WesTbrook

19312 loudoun orChard rd, leesburG
703-203-9766 $1,099,000jim lemon

15344 Weadon Farm ln, WaTerFord
703-203-9766 $975,000jim lemon

36000 ashby Farm Cir, PurCellville
540-454-1399 $799,000sCoTT buzzelli

23618 GrasTy Pl, middleburG
540-270-3835 $765,000PeTer PejaCseviCh

39914 meadoWlark dr, Paeonian sPrinGs
703-203-9766 $749,000jim lemon

3144 Cobb hill, oakTon
540-454-1399 $739,500sCoTT buzzelli

2344 melmore Pl, middleburG
540-454-1399 $725,000sCoTT buzzelli 

19195 FoGGy boTTom rd, bluemonT
703-203-9766 $699,900jim lemon

17713 lakeField rd, round hill
540-533-7453 $664,300marCy CanTaTore

20 Chinn ln, middleburG
703-447-9505 $660,000Charlie WesTbrook

1451 haGue dr, leesburG
540-454-1399 $625,000sCoTT buzzelli

47391 halCyon Pl, sTerlinGs
703-203-9766 $615,000jim lemon

20719 sT louis rd, PurCellville
540-270-3835 $599,000PeTer PejaCseviCh

34311 broWnell ln, round hill
540-454-1399 $564,900sCoTT buzzelli

24194 lenah Woods Pl, aldie
703-774-6109 $550,000marqui simmons

19052 yelloW sChoolhouse rd, round hill
703-687-5212 $374,900susan hensley

Cover Photo by
Jay Hubbard

News of Note

P r o P e rt i e s  i n  H u n t  C o u n t ry

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

EDgECliff lAnD

AspEn hill

Just 2 ½ miles west of  the village of  Middleburg, and on
a quiet lane in the Aspen Hill neighborhood s Lovely 3
Bedroom 2 Full Bath, 2 ½ Bath home on just over 2 acres
s Master Bedroom on main level s Hardwood, tile and
carpeted floors s Brick Fireplace sCrown Molding
s Vaulted ceilings s Tray ceiling s Extensive Landscaping
s Storage Shed s Private Deck s Attached 2 Car Garage
s Full Basement      $505,800  

Barrington hall (540)454-6601

trAnquility fArM

lAnDMArk sChool roAD

Ideally situated at the edge of  the village of
Middleburg with views of  the countryside and
backing up to Hill School walking trail. 3 Bedrooms,
2.5 Baths. Features include newer addition with Main
floor Master  bedroom and Family room with Fpl.
Galley Kitchen, Separate Dining room,   Living room
with fpl, office, wood floors, new furnace and
workshop. Also available for rent, $1850. $475,000

Cathy Bernache (540) 424-7066

Morning CAlM

Extraordinary 22 acre estate in Uppervile on beautifully
landscaped grounds with spectacular mountain views
sImpressive  pillars and a tree lined drive mark the en-
trance to this   gracious 3 level all brick colonial with high
ceilings,     hardwood floors, new chef's kitchen and spa-
cious rooms sIdeal for the equestrian enthusiast s Pool,
terrace and decks are ideal for entertaining.sGuest suite
on walk-out level.                                                $1,250,000

Catherine gutch (540) 270-1311

BEEChwooD

Complete privacy at the end of  a country road
sHouse overlooks lovely pond sNew “unlived” 3/4
horse Stable sBlack-Board Fencing sHouse completely
renovated with: Brazillian Cherry Floors, Berber
Carpet in 3 Bedrooms, tiled Baths, stainless steel Kitchen
appliances sTasteful      Interior Decorating sExcellent
trail system for horse ride out sCreek back line sMa-
ture forest. $437,000

susie Ashcom (540)729-1478

AspEn hill

Charming country cottage on 12+ private and peace-
ful acres.  Home features hardwood floors, formal
Living Room with fireplace, large eat-in Kitchen with
glass doors to back terrace. 1st Floor Master
Bedroom and two guest bedrooms on 2nd level.
Walkout basement with 1/2 bath, and laundry. Space
for bedroom or Recreation Room. Sweeping lawns,
fruit trees and grapevines from original   garden.

$650,000
Cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

CArrington roAD

Delaplane - Rare opportunity to own land nestled
amongst larger, protected land in Delaplane.
Rolling and partially cleared. The  elevated house
site offers gorgeous South Easterly views. 5+
acres.  Convenient to I-66. Additional parcels
available.

$135,000

Andrew Motion (540) 454-3466

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Purcellville-c. 1807, Fully renovated 4 bedroom, 3.5
bath Federal-style stone home on 23+ acres nestled
along the North Fork of  Goose Creek. Hardwood
floors, 4 fireplaces, 10’ foot ceilings, and plaster
crown moldings. Original stone springhouse,
smokehouse, 5-stall bank barn with finished guest
apartment/office, 3 bedroom Tenant house and
spring-fed pond. Ideal small horse farm. $1,750,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

146 acres near the village of  Rectortown with excellent
road frontage along both Rectortown & Crenshaw Roads.
Ideally situated in heart of  Piedmont Fox Hounds hunt
country s Lush open fieldssStone walls sPond sSweep-
ing views of  both the Blue Ridge & Cobbler Mountains
s One house may be built on a pre-selected site near
pond, 5 Bedroom conventional perc s Land in VOF
Conservation easement.                              $2,400,000

Cary Embury (540) 533-0106

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

With real sadness, but 
with a certain plea-
sure at the opportu-
nity to open the next 

chapter, Anna Campbell, whom 
Middleburg Bank Chairman Joe 
Boling says “set the bar for cli-
ent service over her twenty-year-
career,” will soon leave the bank 
and move to Venice, Florida.”

“I love Middleburg,” she 
explained, “I grew up in this 
area, and I’ve loved every minute 
of being here.  But after Al, my 
husband, passed away this year, 
I could quickly see that staying 
in the house in Marshall we both 
loved so well, would become 
enormously difficult.”

“Al and I purchased a house 
in Venice four years ago think-
ing we would retire there some-
day.  My son, Tony Kirk, and my 
granddaughter, Valerie, are both 
there, so I know the move is the 
right thing to do.  I really look for-
ward to being there, finding lots 
of volunteer organizations where 
I can be useful, and to beginning 
the next chapter of my life.”

The elegant, charming, di-
minutive woman who is every 
bit as beautiful as she must have 
been when she was a cheerlead-
er at Marshall High, grew up in 
The Plains and met Al Campbell 
when they both worked at Safe-
way.  Married 28 years, they were 
well known and highly respected 
for their kindness, generosity and 
commitment to community.

“He was the great love of 
my life,” Anna said.  “I have to go 

on, but I miss him every second 
of every minute of every day.”

Anna had left Safeway to 
work with Chicago Title, but in 
1992, when the title company 
closed and she needed a job, she 
interviewed at Middleburg Bank.

“The only opening was as 
telephone operator in the base-
ment, and they said I was over-
qualified.  I told them I had to 
have a job and they agreed to hire 
me.”

Thereafter, she was rapidly 
and regularly promoted, becom-
ing a key member of the bank’s 
staff.

“Her style and grace will be 
greatly missed as she moves into 
retirement,” Boling continued.  
“She has been a valued and im-
portant part of our organization.”

Anna, who insists she’s 
had “A perfect life,” will move 
to Florida with Lily, her beloved 
Jack Russell” Lily”. 

“My daughter, Pam Shoe-
maker, her husband, Robert and 
their two sons, Tom Embry, who 
graduates from James Madison 
University this month, and Josh, 
who is a junior at JMU, will come 
to visit.  The boys love it there, 
and that makes me happy.”

All Anna cares about now 
is that everyone here knows 
how much she’s loved living and 
working with them. 

“There are so many wonder-
ful people here,” she says smil-
ing.  “Al and I loved volunteering 
here at Windy Hill and Christmas 
in Middleburg, at Levis House 

and so many other wonderful or-
ganizations.  Whether it was a pot 
luck dinner, or  a night of Bingo, 
it was so much fun and valuable.  
We loved every minute of being 
part of this community.”

“We’ll find lots to do,” she 
said.  “I’ll always miss Al, but 
I am confident I will find many 
worthy organizations where I can 
help make a difference.  I look 
forward to that.”  

Anna Campbell Bids Farewell to Middleburg
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Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  540.687.6997 
 www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

TH

Ask And You shAll Receive!
up to 35% discount on

mY entiRe inventoRY of

stunning jewelRY, 
till chRistmAs!

note:
You must Ask foR

the chRistmAs discount 
to Receive it!

it is mY wAY of thAnking

You foR neARlY 40 YeARs As

Middleburg’s preMier jeweler.
hAppY holidAYs,

“Three Latin words
mean everything to me.

And might mean
something to you. ”

My guiding principal is my college fraternity motto:
Honor super omnia, which means “Honor Above All.”

After decades with top-level accounting firms, I’ve started my own.
I’d like to explain more about our ultimate personal service

for successful individuals. Call or email me. Today.
We’re an accounting firm that’s accountable.

540-338-1241 (Office) • tony.hudimac@hudimaccpa.com

--Tony Hudimac

As the old saying goes 
there’s good news and 
there’s bad news.  Which 
do you want first?  The 

bad news?  Okay.  Back Street Cafe 
and Catering is closing its restau-
rant doors for good at the end of 
this year. 

After 26 years, the Back 
Street Cafe, of 4 East Federal 
Street, will no longer be a place 
where locals can gather for pizza, 
pasta, wine, and whatever scrump-
tious special that chef Mandy Hard-
esty has cooked up for the folks of 
Middleburg.  And for many cus-
tomers, that is sad news indeed.  
Life without the Back Street’s to-
mato basil soup?  Unthinkable.  
Back Street’s Chicken Caesar no 
longer a phone call away?  You bet-
ter be kidding.  No more Chevre 
Cappellini?  Noooooooo, this can-
not be happening. 

But that is exactly what is 
happening and according to Tutti 
Perricone it really boils down to a 
sign of the times. 

“Basically while the volume 
of catering has grown each and 
every year the restaurant has seen 
a slow but steady decline.  I am 
guessing it’s the economy and the 
fact that people just don’t dine out 
as much as they used to.  Mean-
while I’m busier with catering then 
I’ve ever been and that is where I 
want to focus my energy as Back 
Street moves forward.” 

And that folks is the good 
news.  Back Street Catering will 
still be serving the people of this 
community for parties large and 

small and for anyone who has ever 
been a guest at one of the hundreds 
(if not thousands) of parties that 
Tutti has catered that is good news 
indeed.  

Tutti opened the Backstreet 
Cafe in 1986 with the help of her 
parents, the late Charles and Jean 
Smith, long term residents of 
Middleburg.  She approached her 
father about the idea at the tender 
age of 26 and was met with his 
wholehearted approval. 

“Without hesitation my father 
went with me to the Middleburg 
Bank and cosigned on the dotted 
line for the loan I took out to get 
the business started.”  And the help 
wasn’t only financial, “My moth-
er’s lemon bars were a staple of the 
desserts I offered in the early days.  
And on more then one occasion 
she cooked literally all night long 
to help me prepare for some large 
catering event. I couldn’t have done 
it without them.”  

And though Tutti is the sole 
proprietress, Back Street has always 
been a bit of a family venture.  Her 
sister Joanne Tibbs worked many 
parties in the early days and even 
now. after all these years. the ham 
biscuits are almost always prepared 
by Tutti’s sister Jeanette Solomon. 

Speaking of family Tutti 
even met her husband, Vince Per-
ricone, because of the Back Street 
Cafe.  She needed menus printed 
and headed over to the Middleburg 
Printer across the street from the 
restaurant to place the order.  Vince 
Perricone, the owner, was the per-
son with whom she consulted and 
the rest, as they say, is history. 

“Vince has helped me on 
more catering gigs then any other 
one single person.  He has grilled 
more tenderloin then any other man 
in Middleburg,”   Tutti said.

For anyone who knows the 
kind of people who work in the 
restaurant business the characters 
can be as colorful as any reality 
TV show.  The tomato basil soup 
was created by an ex-felon freshly 
released from prison back in the 
80’s.  Then there was the morning 
that a little voice in Tutti’s head 
said “Look in the dumpster.”  She 
did and found a bus tub full of dirty 
dishes, thanks to an employee who 
didn’t feel like washing them the 

night before, tossed into the bottom 
of it along with numerous pots and 
pans. 

Or the employee who thought 
it would be amusing to let a stray 
cat spend the night in the restaurant.  

“I have had the good, the bad, 
and the ugly but truthfully some of 
my best employees have remained 
with me for ten or more years, and 
in this business that is unusual.”    

In the spring of this year, 
Tutti was approached with the idea 
of cooking lunch for the students of 
Middleburg Academy.  After one 
look at the sunny, spacious, and 
fully outfitted kitchen once run by 
the nuns of Notre Dame Academy 
she said yes she’d be happy to add 
lunch lady to her repertoire of cu-

linary endeavors.  So that is where 
Tutti can be found when she is not 
in her catering office alongside 
Vince at Middleburg Printers five 
days a week. 

To celebrate a new begin-
ning, Tutti will be hosting a New 
Year’s Eve bash which will be 
held at Middleburg Academy on 
December 31st.  Tutti, long known 
as the singing caterer, will be per-
forming, accompanied by her piano 
player, Larry Haun.  There will be 
champagne, wine, beer, heavy hors 
d’oeuvre stations, dessert, friends, 
and a few midnight kisses.  Cost 
is $50.00 per person, so give her a 
call at 540 687-3154 or email her 
at bscafe@middleburg.com.    It 
promises to be a great way to ring 

out 2011!
As Tutti looks forward to a 

full schedule for the Back Street 
Catering, the rest of us face life 
without the cafe.  Evenings on the 
deck with friends, Tutti’s boom-
ing laugh (you always knew if she 
was in the restaurant before you 
even got in the door by that very 
distinctive and infectious laugh!) 
along with more delicious lunches 
and dinner than most of us can even 
count, are retreating into the past. 

Gazing out the window, re-
flecting on her role as restaurant 
owner, Tutti’s final word on the 
cafe?  “My parents would have 
been proud.” 

Back Street Catering Moves Forward, Café to Close
Richard A. Engberg

A lively discussion is now 
taking place on whether 
to lift Virginia’s state-
wide ban on uranium 

mining enacted in 1982.   On one 
side, is Virginia Uranium, Inc., 
whose founder owns much of the 
land and mineral rights in Pitt-
sylvania County under which a 
uranium deposit estimated at near 
120 million pounds is located.  
Virginia Uranium, Inc. has spent 
more than $500,000 since 2007 
on public relations and lobbying 
to overturn the mining ban and 
seems to be getting ever closer to 

accomplishing this.  A consulting 
company retained by the State de-
termined that their proposed mine 
could support significant numbers 
of new jobs and provide a large 
economic boost.

On the other side, are a 
plethora of environmental groups 
and Pittsylvania County residents 
who are concerned about potential 
environmental and health risks to 
persons living near the mine and 
about impacts on local and re-
gional water supplies.  They make 
the point that presently Virginia 
has no mining regulations and is 
unprepared to oversee such an 
industry should the ban be lifted.  

They further state that all uranium 
mining in the United States previ-
ously has been in sparsely popu-
lated areas of the arid west and 
that risks to water supplies and 
the environment would be greatly 
magnified if uranium mining were 
to be allowed in the humid and 
highly populated east.

Briefly then, let’s take a look 
at what uranium mining entails.  
Uranium is mined in three differ-
ent ways:  open pit mining, deep 
mining using shafts, and in-situ 
leaching.  The first two are similar 
to techniques used to mine coal 
whereas leaching is somewhat 
similar to hydraulic fracturing in 

that a solution is injected into the 
ore body dissolving the uranium.  
The uranium-laden solution is 
then pumped to the surface and 
the uranium is retrieved.  When 
the Pittsylvania County uranium 
deposit was first considered for 
mining nearly 30 years ago, the 
method considered was open pit. 

 In open pit mining, once 
uranium-bearing ore is extracted, 
what happens to it?  The ore is 
milled on site which involves 
crushing it and leaching it to re-
move uranium in the form of ura-
nium oxide .  Generally a ton of 
ore yields only about 4 pounds of 
uranium oxide.  The remaining 

material known as tailings un-
fortunately contains much of the 
original radioactivity.  The water 
used in the leaching process also 
is contaminated with radioactiv-
ity.

If uranium mining is al-
lowed in Pittsylvania County, 
the mine tailings and wastewater 
should be contained in such a way 
that both surface and ground wa-
ter are protected.  Can Virginia 
Mining, Inc. manage this?    Can 
the ground water supply in the 
county be adequately protected 
from seepage from the tailings?   
Pittsylvania County receives an 
average of 45 inches of rainfall 
each year.  Can even the best and 
most efficiently managed tailings 
and wastewater withstand a major 
storm?  If not, what are the possi-
ble impacts to downstream users, 
say, of Kerr Reservoir?  I don’t 
know the answers to these ques-
tions.  I do know that even in the 
arid west, records of mining com-
panies  management of tailings 
and wastewater are shaky at best.

In all likelihood, the Virgin-
ia legislature, in 2012, will revisit 
the question of lifting the ban on 
uranium mining.  Will potential 
economic growth outweigh envi-
ronmental safety or vice versa?  
Who knows?  If I were a betting 
man….oh, never mind.  I’m hap-
py that I’m not involved with this 
decision.  The consequences may 
be far reaching.

Articles from Wikipedia, the 
Southern Environment Organiza-
tion, the Piedmont Environmental 
Council, and the New York Times 
provided much of the background 
information for this article.

Uranium Mining in Virginia?  What About Water?
Waterworld

FOR RENT
Hunt Box: 

The Plains, VA  
Exquisite, completely 

renovated, 2 level “Car-
riage House” situated 

on 53 acre farm in The 
Plains, VA.  Partially 

furnished, private, in-
credible views and 
50 minutes from 

Washington, D.C.  
Short Term Lease  

$1,500 p/m
Call 540-687-6618

Owner Licensed Real 
Estate Agent
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The newest addition 
to Middleburg and 
the family of Steve 
and Susanne Lamb 

is an 8 week old puppy 
named Bradley II.  This isn’t 
any ordinary pup, though.  
Bradley is destined to be-
come a Canine Companions 
for Independence assistance 
dog, and begin a life of ser-
vice with a disabled person 
in about two years.  

The Lambs have been 
supporters of CCI  for 
over two years, and this 
last May, hosted a Puppy 
Raising Outreach Event at 
the Middleburg Commu-
nity Center along with fel-
low CCI volunteers Lisa 
and Zohar Ben-Dov.  The 
event was attended by about 
100 locals, including the 
Middleburg Lions Club.  

“We’ve been able to 
meet the CCI graduate 
teams, and see the differ-
ence these dogs make in 
their lives,” says Susanne 
Lamb.  

It was at this event the 
Lambs, who are both vet-
erans and participate in lo-
cal veterans outreach pro-

grams, were introduced to 
the first Northeast Wound-
ed Veteran recipient, Sgt. 
Sam Cila, USA (Ret.) with 
his Assistance Dog Gillian.  
Cila was attending with Gil-
lian’s puppy raiser, 11-year-
old Maggie.   Maggie told 
the Lambs about the many 
emotions experienced dur-
ing the process of raising a 
puppy.  “

“It was very moving 
to hear what they do, and 
to know that these dogs are 
going on to serve the great-
er good,” said Steve Lamb.  

 The Lambs will raise 
Bradley for the next year 
and a half.  The dog will be 
taught socialization skills 
and basic commands and 
the Lamb’s will be in con-
tact with CCI instructors 
to monitor his progress.  
At the end of the year and 
a half, Bradley will be re-
turned to the CCI Northeast 
Regional Training Facil-
ity in Medford, New York, 
to begin six months of ad-
vanced training before be-
ing matched with a disabled 
person to begin a life of ser-
vice.  

 It costs in excess of 
$45,000 to raise and train 
each assistance dog, which 
are then placed free of 
charge with their recipients 
thanks to the generosity of 
CCI’s donors.  

Steve Lamb candidly 
states that at the end of a 
year-and-a half, it will be 
difficult to give the dog 
up,…But we know where 
Bradley is going, and that 
makes it ok.   People don’t 
have a full appreciation 
for the challenges faced 
by handicapped individu-
als, and what a wonderful 
difference these dogs can 
make in their lives.”

Canine Companions 
is becoming well known in 
the Middleburg area.   It’s 
a national organization, 
founded in 1975, and is 
now the country’s largest 
non-profit provider of as-
sistance dogs to the dis-
abled.  Since the event last 
May, six additional people 
from Middleburg and the 
surrounding areas are now 
raising puppies for CCI, 
including Georgiana Watt, 
Michelle Zelinsky, Jennifer 

Middleburg Family Answers Canine Companions
for Independence Call for Puppy Raisers

Nobel NielseN shoes

9 east WashiNgtoN st.~ 540-687-8200

Pembroke Boots, $300.00, immediately delivery 
colors: Brown and Black in waxed calf

Deck the Halls 
with Boughs of Holly! ! !

Need some help preparing for your Holidays?
Let us lend you a hand....

   Seasonal Decorating and Party Planning, 
Home Refinement,Florals, Photos & More....

 Forget-Me-Nots     
571-218-5901

 Fa la la la la.....la la la la! ! !

If you see Bradley II wearing his yellow cape in Middleburg, please stop 
over and introduce yourselves!  (it’s great socialization for the pups!)

Steve and Susan Lamb meet Bradley II for the first time at the Canine 
Companions for Independence Northeast Regional Training Center 
on Long Island, New York.

Frost, Julie Coles, Lisa Co-
hen, and Renee Priore.  

Several additional area 
families are on the approved 
list, and inquiries are still 
being received. 

For more informa-
tion on becoming a puppy 
raiser for Canine Compan-
ions, call 1-800-572-BARK 
(2275).
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News of Note

  

Raise a 
   Dog, 
Change
 a Life.

Interested in giving back to the community and making a dramatic difference in someone’s 
life?  Canine Companions for Independence, a national non-profit organization that trains 
assistance dogs for people with disabilities is looking for volunteer puppy raisers to shape 
young, curious pups into enthusiastic and responsive adult dogs, ready to meet the challenges  
of becoming  assistance dogs.

Exceptional Dogs for Exceptional People® 
For more information visit cci.org  
or call 1-800-572-BARK(2275)

FINAL2_CCI.NER_6x6.5_PupAd.Middleburg.indd   1 11/30/11   10:51 AM

Ursula Lansdrath

The Animal Rescue 
Fund, ARF, celebrat-
ed its first year of 
fund raising for orga-

nizations “that help animals 
in need” by distributing over  
$70,000 in grants.

ARF President Karen 
Rockwood said that the first 
year “exceeded all the hopes 
and expectations of our board 
of directors.”

Events Chair, Ursula 
Landsrath , added  “we are 
so very grateful  for the many 
generous, caring people who 
contributed to our organiza-
tion.  Three ARF events this 
year included ‘ A Ladies Gar-
den Party in May, a ‘Stag Din-
ner’ and a fabulous ‘Estate 
Sale’ in November.  Atten-
dance at each event was more 
than we had dared hope.”

Virginia-based organi-
zations were asked to submit 
Grant Applications for spe-
cific programs to ARF.

Recipients of 2011 
Grants include:  The Blue 
Ridge Wildlife Center for the 
purchase of food and medical 
supplies. The Equine Rescue 
League Foundation for Vet 
and medical expenses.  Re-
esie’s “Project Outreach for 
food, medical care and board-
ing fees. The Fauquier SPCA, 
Inc. for an Oxygen Concen-
trator.  Cause Fur Paws to 
sterilize and vaccinate feral 
cats. The Middleburg Hu-
mane Foundation for pharma-
ceuticals and vaccines. The 

Gingersnap Girls for feed 
and vet. The Virginia German 
Shepherd Rescue for medical 
care and short term boarding. 
Mountain View Humane-
Spay/Neuter for spay and 
neuter services. People for 
Pets Foundation for repairs 
and update of storm damaged 
buildings. Friends of Home-
less Animals for a security 
and fencing system. The Ap-
palachian Great Pyrenees 
Rescue for medicines and 
special needs.

“The fact that we are 
all volunteers is what makes 
ARF so successful,” Ursula 
added. People know that their 
donations are not spent on 
wages and overhead.”

Karen Rockwood added  
”ARF is a group of animal 
loving volunteers who have 
joined forces to raise funds 
to help support local animal 
shelters and welfare organi-
zations who must fund raise 
constantly in addition to car-
ing for animals in need. Our 
objective is to both help these 
organizations financially and 
to save them the time and hu-
man resources expended in 
fund raising.”

ARF urges those who 
love animals, have spare 
time, and wish to volunteer 
to help  ”those who help ani-
mals in need”  to email ARF 
at:  ARF@arfrescue.org   or 
call 540 364 9123.  Learn 
more about the organization 
at  www.arfrescue.org 

ARF Awards 2011 
Grants to Animal 
Rescue Organizations

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

LLeweLLyn SponSor - $5,000
Shannon & Jim Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Guy O. Dove, III
Lou W. Kennedy

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ohrstrom
LeviS SponSor - $3,000

Armfield, Miller & Ripley Fine Properties, LLC
Bittersweet Garden

Diversified Educational Systems
The Graham Companies

J. Preston Levis Charitable Foundation
Yount, Hyde & Barbour, P.C.

virginia Lane SponSor - $1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Zohar Ben-Dov

BOWA Builders, Inc.
Lisa & Michael Catlett

Andrea Currier
James G. Davis Construction Corporation

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Guest, III
Dr. Ronald & Mary Jo Jackson

Middleburg Bank
Susannah OBrien

Mrs. Nicole H. Perry & Mr. Andrew T.C. Stifler
Mary B. Schwab

T.M. Associates & Unit Services
Laura W. van Roijen

Jill & Alex Vogel
Mrs. C. Langhorne Washburn

Mr. & Mrs. Rene Woolcott
FriendS oF windy HiLL

ARGroup
Alyn Beauchamp

Bendure Communications
Country Way

Dragon Star Graphics
Maidstone Construction

Windy Hill  Foundation 
warmly thanks 
the following 

patrons for contributing 
so generously to our 

10th Annual 
Fashion Show.  

Jacqueline B. Mars
Middleburg Eccentric

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Semple
Delores & Stephen Wolf
FaSHionS provided by

Betsey
Duchessa

Highcliffe Clothiers
Lou Lou and Lou Lou Too

The Magic Wardrobe
Timmie Jane
Tully Rector

Wendy Pepper Designs
LuncHeon provided by

Back Street Café & Catering
Blackthorne Inn & Restaurant

The Fox’s Den Tavern
The French Hound

The Goodstone Inn & Estate Restaurant
Home Farm Store

Julien’s Café & Restaurant
The Red Fox Inn & Tavern

car parkerS
Jim Davis

Mike Catlett
John Coles

Jay Hubbard
Andrew Motion
Claude Schoch

Chip White
Carter Wiley

FaSHion SHow committee
Shannon Davis, Chair

Donna Barkley
Valerie Dove

Mary Jo Jackson
Emily Tyler
Mabel Walsh

Judy Washburn
Helen Wiley

 We urge you to support the businesses that support our community.  
Thank you!

Christmas in Middleburg 
Continued from Page 1

 New Partner for Middleburg

For its Middleburg projects, 
Devadas reported, Salamander will 
be working with a new investment 
partner,  Junius Real Estate Partners.

Junius is a small, boutique, 
real-estate investment firm launched 
by J.P Morgan Asset Management 
as a wholly-owned subsidiary. The 
new firm is designed to seek out and 
develop profitable investments in 
a real estate market just beginning 
to recover from the 2008 housing 
bubble.

Junius has found Middleburg 
and Salamander’s Middleburg area 
in general and Salamander’s  prop-
erties in Middleburg very appealing, 
Devadas noted.  The Inn and Spa 
are already around 70% complete, 
he noted, not to mention the other 
housing and commercial construc-
tion opportunities within the town 
limits that will emerge after the Inn 
and Spa are up and running.

Asked by Council member 
Trowbridge Littleton if Sheila John-
son would still remain the project’s 
principal contractor, Devadas as-
sured Council that she would.  There 
will be no change, he said,  in Shei-
la’s and  Salamander’s five-star vi-
sion for the Inn and Spa.  It will, he 
said, be a world-class facility.

 
New Rules

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes reported that Police Chief  
Bill Klugh has taken on the task of 
developing a comprehensive review 
and revision of his department’s 
rules, regulations, and standing or-
ders.

Klugh is a well-respected 
expert and teacher of Community 
Policing principles, and Semmes 
and the Town Council will be “look-
ing to the Chief for his professional 
judgement.”

Town Staff, according to 
Semmes, is “ . . . hoping to have 
written policies to show Council 
during the first couple of months of 
the year,” ideally in February.

Calls for a review of those 
procedures began in December of 
2010, following a series of unfortu-
nate events surrounding an advance 
alert to photographers of the surprise 
arrest and parade of this newspaper’s 
editor on November 30, on charges 
that almost a year later were found 
by a Loudoun County jury to be un-
substantiated.

Members of the Town Staff 
and Council have steadfastly refused 
to be interviewed about those events, 
citing advice by counsel not to com-
ment on matters related to “an ongo-
ing investigation.”

Middleburg Priorities
for the State Legislature

On December 8 Town Ad-
ministrator Semmes also presented 
a draft list of “legislative priorities,” 
noting issues and concerns that 
members  might want to “convey to 
your legislators” prior to the start of 
next session of the General Assem-
bly

Semmes had put together the 
list after reviewing “past Council 
discussions,” issues “raised by the 
Virginia Municipal League.”

First listed was the Town’s 
formal request to the Legislature that 
Middleburg be permitted to amend 

its town charter to “establish archi-
tectural controls districts” and to 
“raise and update Charter Language 
regarding the Chief of Police and 
the Town Attorney.”  Legislature ap-
proval for such changes is required 
by law.

The draft suggested opposi-
tion to a proposed amendment to 
the Virginia Constitution  “that man-
dates compensation to landowners 
for any loss of access or for lost prof-
its as the result of property taken or 
damaged for public use related to the 
municipal powers of a locality.  Staff 
fears that the measure might affect, 
among other things, the Town’s abil-
ity to close streets for special events 
like Christmas in Middleburg.

Unfunded mandates and any 
reduction of the Town’s taxing au-
thority were also opposed.

 
Concerns About 
State Mandates

Semmes also presented a draft 
list of  “items from the State man-
dates list developed by the Virginia 
Municipal League that in her view, 
and that of the Chief of Police and 
Town Planning and Zoning Admin-
istrator “may affect Middleburg the 
most . . . .”

Topping the list were: 
1.    a recommendation that the 

town be allowed to use electronic 
media and public bulletin boards to 
cut down on the amount of newspa-
per advertising required for notices 
of public meetings and requests for 
proposals’ and

2.    a recommendation that the 
town be allowed to take longer than 
5 business days to respond to Free-
dom of Information Act requests.

 
Water Leak Fixed

To Council’s obvious delight, 
Town Administrator Semmes re-
ported that the massive water leak 
that has plagued the town for years 
has not only been found, but appar-
ently addressed.

The leak, finally nailed down 
during a town-wide inspection by 
the Virginia Regional Water Author-
ity, was in “an old two-inch galva-
nized metal line” in the Ridgeview 
area.   It has been cited as a major, if 
not the only, cause  of the loss of tens 
of thousands of gallons of treated 
water over the years.

Semmes reports that signifi-
cant drops in the amount of water 
required to be pumped from two of 
the town’s wells have already been 
reported. 

 
Grease

With approach of  cold win-
ter weather grease and, especially 
the large amounts introduced into 
the town’s sewer lines from kitch-
ens, becomes a significant problem.  
While commercial kitchens account 
for a disproportionate share of the 
problem, private residences also 
contribute.

Clearing pipes blocked by 
congealed grease can be  inconve-
nient, unsightly, costly and a threat 
to the Town’s waste water treatment 
processes. 

On December 8 Council in-
dicated that clarification and en-
forcement of the Town’s regulations 
governing “grease interceptors” or 
“grease  traps” will become a prior-

ity for Town staff. 
Council hopes to bring the 

owners of commercial kitchens up 
to speed on the town’s regulations, 
and institute a program of regular 
checkups immediately.

Work will begin with a search 
for the major sources of grease and 
oil dumped into the sewer system 
by commercial or commercial-sized 
kitchens.  Currently, according to 
Semmes“  . . . there are no records 
of which, if any, of these establish-
ments in Middleburg have intercep-
tors installed.”

 
Mold

Town Hall has been freed of 
mold, steps to properly control and 
divert storm and rain water from the 
building have been completed, and 
the Council now meets in a newly 
painted, lighter and brighter cham-
ber.

 

Charitable Contributions
Due to a decline in rental in-

come from the town-owned “Health 
Center Building” (which also serves 
as Police Headquarters), Middleburg 
was able to contribute less to chari-
ties and non-profits this year than 
last:  $18,350 for fiscal year 2012 
compared to $32,500 last year. 

Topping the list of recipients 
was Seven Loaves, which will re-
ceive $7,000 this year, compared to 
$10,000 in FY 2011.

Others receiving funding in-
cluded: Middleburg Fire and Rescue, 
the Windy Hill tutoring program, the 
Cherry Blossom Cancer Fund, the 
Middleburg Public Library Advi-
sory Board, Middleburg FISH, the 
Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter, 
and the Middleburg Community 
Center.

 
Appointments to Boards 

and Commissions
 

Reappointed to the Town’s 
Planning Commission for 2-year 
terms were Stephen Plescow and 
Don Woodruff.

Reappointed to the Historic 
District Review Committee for 
three-year terms were:  Margaret 
Littleton, Pam Mickey Alber and 
Linda Wright.

Jane James was appointed to 
the Health Center Advisory Board 
for two years.

Appointed for two-year terms 
on the Pink Box Advisory Commit-
tee, which oversees the town’s tour-
ist information center, were:  Mary 
Kay Garwood, Joanne Hazard, Rita 
Lang, Linda Platt, and Dana Reuter.

The Town also requested that 
the Loudoun County Circuit Court 
re-appoint Nelson Stephen Hall-
mark to the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals for a five-year term.

Representing the 6th 
generation of Germa-
ny’s renowned Stein-
bach family, Karla 

Steinbach’s annual coast-to-
coast signing tour simply would 
not have been complete without 
a stop at one of her very favor-
ite shops, The Christmas Sleigh 
in Middleburg.  

At her appearance recent-
ly in Middleburg she comment-
ed, “I’m always especially hap-
py to come to Dieter’s beautiful 
shop.  The Christmas Sleigh is 
a treasure and not to be missed.  
And it’s    really one of the very 
few, if not perhaps the only, 
truly 100% authentic German 
shop in America.” 

Karla happily greeted col-
lectors during her visit and to 
the strains of the Nutcracker 
Overture, signed hundreds of 
Nutcrackers in every shape and 
size.  It’s a happy business. 

With one of the largest 
collections of Steinbach Nut-
crackers in the United States, 
The Christmas Sleigh also 
boasts several Limited Edition 
Nutcrackers made by Steinbach 
exclusively for The Christmas 
Sleigh and not available any-
where else in the world. 

Since 1892 when Peter 
Tchaikovsky’s magnificent 
“Nutcracker Suite” made its 
debut, nutcrackers have cap-
tivated generations.  And for 
close to two centuries Stein-
bach’s hand made Nutcrackers 
have magically brought to life 
the enchanting and uplifting 
music of the “Nutcracker”. 

So, if you happen to be in 
the area this Christmas season, 
do come see what all the fuss 
is about.  Come Experience the 
Magic of a Nutcracker Christ-
mas!

Karla Steinbach of Famed 
Nutcracker Family Visits 
The Christmas Sleigh

In the first two months since 
its opening, The National 
Sporting Museum has en-
joyed 2,000 visitors, a great 

boon to Middleburg in general 
and absolute confirmation that 
the spectacular addition to the art 
world was needed and is widely 
appreciated.

“We’ve had other museums 
who brought their entire paid staff 
and volunteers to Middleburg to 
tour our Library and Museum,” 
explained NSLM Director Rick 
Stoutamyer.  “We give them the 
tour and then turn them loose to 

eat lunch and shop in the Village 
for the rest of the afternoon.”

Several other individual 
groups have come to tour the Mu-
seum and then go into town for 
food or drinks. 

“I have never seen so many 
people on the Vine Hill property 
in my life,” added Stoutamyer.

Last week, the Swedish 
Embassy cultural attaché vis-
ited the Museum and suggested 
a show of the work of  Swedish 
animal painter Bruno Lijefors, 
according to Stoutamyer.  

“Our current exhibition 
closes January 14th, and we plan 

to open the Lijefors exhibit this 
February.”

Even a rainy evening could 
not dampen visitors’ enthusiasm 
for NSLM’s recent open house. 
Three hundred people attended 
to tour the Museum’s opening 
exhibition, “A Field in America:  
400 Years of Animal and Sport-
ing Art.”   NSLM Board Member 
F. Turner Reuter, Jr., curated the 
exhibit with the assistance of his 
daughter Hannah Reuter. 

For more information 
about the National Library and 
Museum, please visit nsl.org.  

National Sporting Museum 
Attracts Thousands
Rain Doesn’t Dampen Success of Open House
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Tom Pratt

In the spirit of Christmas and the 
Holidays we are going to give our politi-
cal and ideological opposites the month 
off from the usual haranguing.  Instead I 
would like to write briefly about an en-
deavor that I started in 1986 which con-
tinued for over 10 years until I moved to 
England and now is starting again.

In 1986 I started, with a number 
of friends “A party with a purpose” to 
raise money for a variety of causes.  The 
first recipient was Grandma’s House, 
an organization that took in, often for 
life, aids infected babies who were be-
ing warehoused because it was very 
difficult in those days to find adoptive 
parents for babies who sometimes had a 
very short life span. We supported many 
other organizations including scholar-
ships for graduating local high school 
students. 

The event has always been held 
on Boxing Day, the day after Christ-
mas.  Boxing Day’s origins trace back 
to the early 10th century.  King Wenc-
eslas (Duke of Bohemia) was survey-
ing his land on that day and saw a poor 
man gathering wood in a snow storm. 
Moved, the king gathered up surplus 
food and wine and carried it through a 
blizzard to the peasant’s door and a Eu-
ropean and English tradition was born.

This year will be the return of the 
“Party with a Purpose” tradition in part-
nership with The Middleburg Players. 

It is to be held at Buchanan Hall 
Dec.26.  Starting with wine and hors 
d’oeuvers at 7 and an auction of sev-
eral vacation spots, followed at 8pm 
by three of our lovely local divas:  Tutti 
Perricone, Terri Avie and Elizabeth Rice 
singing songs from the late 40’s and 
early 50’s.  They will be accompanied 
by Eric Dombrowski on piano Joey 
Whiteside on drums and a fabulous bass 
player. Prosecco and petit fours served 
at the tables.

This year’s event will benefit two 
charities:  The Winchester Free Medical 
Clinic and The Evans Home for Chil-
dren. 

So come join us for wonderful 
music and support two great causes. 

The tickets are $50 with a reser-
vation and $65 at the door.

Even if you can’t make it a dona-
tion of any size will help immensely 

Checks should be made to The 
Middleburg Players with Winchester 
Free Medical Clinic in the memo line.

All proceeds go to both the clinic 
and Evans Home.

For reservations contact:
Tom Pratt: 540 364 5402 or 

email; horseller@earthlink.net.  Please 
mail checks to me at: 5287 Greenpeace 
Lane,

The Plains, VA 20198

Hope to see lots of you there.

Happy Holidays 

Editor’s Desk

CUFFLINKS FOR 
THE FRATERNITY 
OF FASHION 
SAVANTS.

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

Other Schools Available

A PERFECT FIT FOR 
HER OR HIM FROM 
OUR SELECTION OF 
EXQUISITE GLOVES.

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

KEEP THEM IN THE 
LAP OF LUXURY 
WITH ONE OF OUR 
CASHMERE LAP 
BLANKETS.

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

  Ermenegildo Zegna

WRAP HER 
IN A LUXURIOUS
ALPACA
CARDIGAN.

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

CLOTHIERS!

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

Spread some joy this holiday season 
with unique and fitting gifts from 
Highcliffe Clothiers. Exquisite and 
original men’s and women’s apparel 
and accessories that you’d be hard 
pressed to find at the mall. 
Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas!

O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !  
www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

HIGHCLIFFE!
HO!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

CLOTHIERS!

OR LET THEM 
DO THEIR OWN 
SHOPPING. 
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE.

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117

The pressure was on for 
“Christmas in Middleburg” 
Chairman Jim Herbert this 
year.

 
Failure was not an option 

and a gentleman’s “C” would 
have been counted as a failure.

 
Herbert gets an A . . . 

plus.
 
Still blessed with the 

ability to blush in the face of 
praise, Herbert inevitably gives 
credit to those he says credit is 
due for the outstanding success 
of this years celebrations:  the 
Town; the Business Associa-
tion; police officers at the state, 
county, and local level;  volun-
teers;  the thousands of visitors 

who made the celebration a joy 
to behold and  an even greater 
joy to share with their friends 
and families.

 
Those who know, how-

ever, know just how important, 
indeed, how indispensable a 
role he played. 

 
Those who, in Jim’s 

words, REALLY made the day 
special worked their hearts out. 

 
We know they don’t do 

that for just anyone. 
 
Thanks, Jim, for an ex-

traordinary Christmas gift . . . 
delivered three weeks early . . 
. just in time!

Christmas 
Gift Bruce Smart

 
It’s the season when 

children petition Santa for 
their fondest wishes, and 
adults resolve to lead better 
lives in the coming year. Now 
it is Purple’s turn to go on re-
cord.

But first, some observa-
tions.  We live in the North-
ern Virginia Piedmont, an 
area blessed with beautiful 
landscapes, a noble history,  
a reasonable economy, rela-
tively low unemployment, 
and a wonderful quality of 
life compared to almost any 
other place on earth. While 
obviously not everyone is 
equally fortunate, few of us 
would really prefer to live 
elsewhere. Given these ad-
vantages, however, we are 
also citizens of a larger 
world, and so we owe back 
to that world some portion of 
what we have been so fortu-
nate to receive.

We have just had an 
election, installing a large 
number of new officials in 
our governing bodies at state 
and local levels. Unfortunate-
ly, many had their campaigns 
heavily funded by developer 
money. Sadly, because of 
miserably low voter turnout 
few if any of them can claim 

they were elected by more 
than 20% of the eligible vot-
ers. This can tilt their think-
ing towards rewarding their 
financial backers at the ex-
pense of the community as a 
whole.

Christmas Wishes. Pur-
ple prays that all our offi-
cials, incumbent and new, re-
alizing that they are servants 
of all the people, will study 
what makes our area a great 
place to live and work, talk 
to all constituents, supporters 
or not, and then adopt poli-
cies that will save and en-
hance what we already have 
as a community. For those of-
ficials whose responsibilities 
are state-wide, Purple hopes 
they seek policies that will 
spread economic and life-
style benefits broadly across 
the Commonwealth, not just 
to a preferred few in their 
own districts.

A second wish is that 
Virginia politics be free of 
negativism and personal at-
tacks, and concentrate on the 
positive aspects of policy 
proposals. Politics is not a 
holy war of good versus evil, 
but a forum for exploration 
and debate of ideas emanat-
ing from all elements of the 
community. We need a cli-
mate of political behavior 

that encourages good people 
to seek office, not one that 
drives them away.

If Santa were to offer 
him a “wishes hat trick,” Pur-
ple would also like to see the 
influence of contributor mon-
ey removed from politics. 
The current system is surely 
undemocratic, in the sense of 
“one person, one vote,” and 
it resides not too far outside 
Webster’s definition of the 
word Corrupt: “ (a) morally 
unsound; (b) taking bribes.”

New Year’s Resolutions
The November elections 

have moved Loudoun Coun-
ty to and Virginia almost to 
government by a single Party, 
and today’s Parties are more 
tightly disciplined than in 
prior decades. There is thus 
the danger that decisions will 
be made by leadership fiat, 
without considering alterna-
tives or unintended conse-
quences. One responsibility 
of a free press is to be sure 
that citizens are informed on 
all sides of any public issue. 
Purple resolves to play a vig-
orous role in seeing that this 
happens in 2012 and beyond.

With that, here’s wish-
ing you a Happy Holiday 
Season and a Thoughtful and 
Forward-looking New Year.

Christmas Wishes and 
New Year’s Resolutions
Purple

Hypocrisy

Believe It
Blue Notes
Daniel Morrow

 
Santa Claus is real: abso-

lutely, positively, and uncondi-
tionally real.

Not only is he real, he is 
arguably (and I would say un-
questionably) immortal.

For those of little faith I 
suggest borrowing an incon-
spicuous red suit and white 
beard for a day, or an after-
noon, or an evening, and then 
asking questions of the chil-
dren who will, for the most 
part, gather round like angels 
at an annunciation.

Ask them, of course, 
what they want for Christmas.

But then ask them to tell 

you a story about the best pres-
ent they ever gave to someone 
else.

The youngest sometimes 
can’t remember. 

For most, however, eyes 
light up, faces brighten, and 
tales tumble out like toys from 
a stocking.

When I first under-
stood that even Santa some-
times needs help, I was told 
that gift giving on Christmas 
was a tradition . . .  linked to 
the legend of three wise men 
bringing gifts of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh to a child 
they thought would someday 
become a king.

I now believe the story 

of the party in Cana is a bet-
ter source. There, or so the 
legend goes, a carpenter’s son 
performed a miracle (some 
say the first of many) by sav-
ing someone else’s wedding . 
. . for no other reason than the 
joy of the deed and the plea-
sure it gave to others.

Best of all, the instinct 
to do such things seems to be, 
almost, universal.  Some tiny 
mustard seed of generosity 
manifestly resides in even the 
youngest of us. It just needs a 
little cultivation now and then. 

Merry Christmas . . . and 
peace . . . to all.

A Christmas Story
Paul Bartholdi

 
“It was a custom of 

the Pagans to celebrate on 
the same 25 December the 
birthday of the Sun, at which 
they kindled lights in token 
of festivity. In these solemni-
ties and revelries the Chris-
tians also took part. Accord-
ingly, when the doctors of 
the Church perceived that 
the Christians had a lean-
ing to this festival, they took 
counsel and resolved that 
the true Nativity should be 
solemnised on that day.” 

~Jacob Bar-Salibi 
1166

Being an atheist on Christ-
mas is generally one of the more 
uncomfortable times of year, 
when belief in the notion that 
December 25 is the birthday of 
Jesus of Nazareth,  is celebrated 
by our almost our entire soci-
ety with rampant consumerism 
and the production of untold 
amounts of waste for our land-
fills.  

I also find it a tad humor-
ous to see how American retail-
ers, for profit pure and simple, 
have taken a celebration that 
is remarkably absent from the 
pages of the Bible and elevated 
it to a festival such critical social 
significance.

So, in the spirit of this, the 
most wonderful time of the year, 
I thought it important to offer the 
readers of this column a short 
history lesson on the true origins 
of “Christmas,” a story many of 
you may not have heard.

Christians had in tough in 
the first few centuries after the 
supposed birth of their savior. 
From their tyrannical oppres-
sion at the hands of the Roman 
Emperor Nero to the feeding 
of true believers to lions in the 
Coliseum, early Christians were 
not among the most favored of 
the peoples of Rome.  

In fact, many powerful Ro-
mans saw the rise of Christianity 
as a direct challenge to the au-
thority of the empire. Romans of 
the period believed the emperor 
was divine, and that Christians 
claiming that Jesus was the 
“King of Kings” were seeking to 
undermine the emperor’s power. 

And while the great impe-
rial persecutions of Christians 
ended around 311 AD, three 
centuries of murder, execution 
and violence towards the fol-
lowers of Jesus had created a bit 
of a “public relations” dilemma 
for their sect.

During the 3rd Century, 
many Romans had begun to 
forgo their old gods and had 
begun to worship Sol Invictus, 
the “Invincible Sun.” a practice 
eventually described as “Solar 
Monotheism”. 

While sun worship was not 
a new concept by any means (the 
ancient Egyptians worshiped 
several sun gods), the concept of 
a singular deity was a relatively 
new concept for Romans. 

Abandoning of the old Ro-
man gods and worship of Sol 
spread quickly in the empire 
during the early years of Chris-
tianity, so much so that coins 
began to circulate with image of 
this sun god through out Rome. 

Christians, naturally as-
suming that the more followers 
they could attract the less likely 
the chances of religious persecu-
tion, began to seek ways to bring 
as many Roman pagans as pos-
sible into the Christian fold. 

The Roman Empire was 
already well equipped to facili-
tate the spreading of the gospel 
of Christ. A intensive road net-
work and a common language 
linked several continents and 
allowed missionaries as well as 
legions to travel far distances to 
be persuasive. 

Yet early Christians were 
still struggling to gain wide-
spread acceptance of their faith 
into this new “modern” society.

Enter the idea of Christ-
mas.

December 25th had been 
a long standing Roman celebra-
tion called the “feast of the un-
conquered sun”. 

It was an extremely popu-
lar festival celebrating both Sol 
Invictus, and marking the winter 
solstice, the first day the Sun re-
versed its southward retreat into 
the sky and proved that Sol was 
indeed “unconquered”. 

So when the early Chris-
tians tried to convert follow-
ers to their religion, it became 
increasingly evident that it was 
easier to appeal to them by cre-

ating similarities between Jesus 
Christ and gods like Sol Invictus 
than to simply brand non-Chris-
tians as heretics.

So Christians began to 
celebrate the birth of their sav-
ior during the same time frame 
as the feast of the unconquered 
sun.  

Though devout pagans 
would continue to celebrate the 
winter solstice for centuries to 
come December 25th had been 
forever transformed, not be-
cause of any relationship what-
soever to historical fact, but 
because it helped attract devout 
pagans!

Though the centuries that 
followed saw Christianity sweep 
the globe, the pagan roots of 
some of its most beloved tradi-
tions continued cause problems.

Several of the more pu-
ritan American colonies actu-
ally banned the celebration of 
Christmas, citing those pagan 
roots and the complete absence 
of any ties to December 25 in 
scripture.  Such celebrations, 
they argued, were sacrilegious. 

It wasn’t until the later 
mass migration of European 
immigrants to America that 
the Christmas tradition that we 
know today began to evolve.

So as you sit down with 
your friends and family this sea-
son, try to remember the genesis 
of the holiday you are celebrat-
ing:   a small, persecuted band 
of ideologues, who believed in 
the concepts of love, turning 
the other cheek and helping the 
unfortunate, directly challenged 
the authority of the Roman Em-
pire and used a popular pagan 
holiday as a form of public rela-
tions to broaden their base. 

While this atheist may 
disagree with more traditional 
perspectives on Christmas, I 
think we all can agree that the 
beliefs of those early Christians, 
in love, non-violence, and help-
ing one another . . . coupled with 
their willingness to stand up and 
even die  for them . . .  are far 
more important than the story 
they made up to make December 
25 something “special.”

So, truly, a Merry Christ-
mas & Happy Holidays to you 
and yours!
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White Goose Ln - Purcellville - Picturesque english country fam-
ily home w/lake & Pool. master main w/luxurious bathroom; gourmet 
kitchen/family room; firePlace & viking aPPliances. mud room w/sePa-
rate laundry room and loo. rec-room & sPorts bar w/firePlace. gym & 
seParate Playroom. exPansive outdoor living sPace. deck, multiPle Pa-
tios, Private Pool w/terrace. Private boating & fishing dock. lo7405727

middleburg
real estate 540.687.6321

Keyser rd, hume - WeLL Located in beautifuL hume Less than 1 hr from 
dc; spectacuLar vieWs. expertLy renovated With hiGh-end finishes and 
craftsmanship. main residence, pooL W/ pooL house, fieLdstone hardscap-
inG, Gourmet Kitchen, caterinG Kitchen, Great fLoW. 2 br 2 ba Guest 
house, center aisLe 8 staLL horse stabLe, ridinG rinG, virtuaLLy unLim-
ited ride out. 78.58 ac in 2 parceLs; addL 50.3 ac parceL avaiLabLe

creeKsprinG ct – purceLLviLLe - sensational colonial w/10,000 sqft on 
3+acres backing to community lake! three totally finished levels lav-
ished with incredible features throughout! grand two story foyer with 
dual staircases, beautiful moldings and built-ins! amazing fully finished 
walk-out lower level is a sports fan’s dream! extensive landscaping, deck, 
patio, heated swimming pool and charming gardener’s cottage! this home 
has it all!

540-454-1399 $3,445,000scott buzzeLLi

540) 229-0774 andie yahn

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 fax 540.687.3966 middleburgrealestate.com

Please consider us for all your Real Estate Needs

dresden farm noW avaiLabLe– this beautifully maintained 125 acre 
horse farm includes a circa 1785 5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall bel-
mont barn with 8 Paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a sePa-
rate tack room. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly reno-
vated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, gardens, 
a Pool, and a 5 acre Pond. ProPerty with Potential easement restrictions.

540-270-3835 $5,900,000peter pejacsevich

White oaKs farm, - middLeburG - now available. 60 outstanding acres 
in the exclusive foxcroft area just 10 minutes from middleburg. turnkey 
horse farm with a beautifully restored 1890’s 4 bedroom, 2 full 2 half bath 
manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard stable 
with an imPressive Party/hunt breakfast room, 7 Paddocks with new fencing. 
2 additional dwellings.

540-270-3835 $4,450,000peter pejacsevich

703-408-0719  $1,445,000Wendy andreWs

middLeburG area * reduced raW Land parceLs * onLy - 4) 
estate parceLs and (4) hamLet parceLs Left – enjoy the beautiful, 
tranquil setting of va horse country, where Pricing has been reduced on 
Parcels ranging from 3 -100 acres. the rolling landscaPe of chattins run 
Provides each estate & hamlet Parcel with uninterruPted vistas of the blue 
ridge – with each Parcel being unique in both terrain and amenity oPtions – 
all within an hour of washington, dc/dulles and located within orange 
county hunt territory. visit ProPerty at www.chattinsrun.com /

703-774-6109  $1,199,000marqui simmons

From early planning 
to the family dinner,
we pride ourselves on being the 
single point of contact for your home 
improvement. BOWA transforms 
houses into homes™ through the design 
and construction of luxury renovations 
and additions. As your single point of 
accountability, we execute and manage 
the entire design and construction 
process and client experience. 
Combined with our expertise and 
culture of Heroic Customer Service, 
this allows us to provide our clients 
with the best in service, craftsmanship 
and value. So, when you have a project 
of any size in mind, call BOWA first.

Renovate
BEFORE

youryourLifestyle

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

Tom Neel

‘Tis the season of gift giving 
and though it is November as I 
write to you, I will share a gift 
we have all been given.  It is 

the National Sporting Library & 
Museum and make no mistake, 
it is a gift and a wonderful one at 
that.  Along with 300 attendees, 
my visit to the Museum’s open 
house and inaugural exhibit - 
Afield in America: 400 Years of 
Animal and Sporting Art, was as 
if Santa himself handed me a big, 
exquisitely wrapped box, with 
a stunning bow and said, “Here 
Thomas, this is for you!”

Cities throughout the world 
are defined by their great museums 
and libraries.  Many structures of 
such amazing architecture, that 
they themselves can be considered 
as valuable and artistic as that 
which they house.  They are not 
hidden gems, but rather majestic 
icons and you feel their presence.  
Certainly the trip to any of them 
is worth while.  But for those of 
us that reside in the country and 
like it that way, trips to the city 
become very purposeful and less 
frequent.  As if we were farmers 
having to make a day trip of it 
to the big city for rations of salt, 
sugar and coffee.  

While the grand museums 
of the city are so celebratory, 
they are also very international.   
In other words, you can see a 
Monet in D.C. or Paris, but can 
you experience the inspirational 
creative works of your own 
familiar surroundings?  Not 
so much.  While the big city 
gives you the biggest picture, 
the National Sporting Library 
& Museum gives you a more 
focused one within its purpose.  
It’s both easy to feel a part of it 
and easy for visitors to our area to 
understand our surroundings and 
lifestyle.  It’s narratively perfect.

Middleburg, the relative 
halfway point between the 
D.C. and Winchester, had been 
somewhat recently anchored by 
the aforementioned museums 
downtown and the Museum of 
the Shenandoah Valley, both of 
which have structures to fit their 
population and size.  That is what 
is so perfect about the National 

Sporting Library & Museum.  It 
is a perfect fit.  Its unassuming 
but brilliantly tasteful architecture 
blends in.  It’s not trying to be 
something it is not.  Instead and 
completely within its purpose, it’s 
at home and that’s exactly how it 
makes you feel. 

In my many visits to another 
gem, the Brandywine River 
Museum, I always pondered 
the great fortune to have a place 
like it nearby.  A pleasure for 

sure.  Yes, Brandywine is largely 
about Wyeth, but it is more.  It is 
in a sense the true essence of the 
region and the National Sporting 
Library & Museum carries the 
same torch.  Now I know exactly 
what it is like to have a place like 
it nearby - fortunate!

As I walked through 
its many galleries, speaking 
with Executive Director, Rick 
Stoutamyer and seeing the works 
of old friends like Tucker Smith.  

It’s very obvious that the efforts 
of all involved, including Curator 
of Fine Arts, Turner Reuter and 
staff, have paid off.  I was most 
happy about their vision of a 
broad approach to the paintings 
representing “Afield in America” 
and each gallery was filled with 
happy supporters. 

Make no mistake, this is a 
gift and we have many to thank 
for it and a good way of doing so 
would be to simply visit, often.  

May I also 
s u g g e s t 
w h i l e 
t h e r e , 
purchasing one of their own 
“reasonably priced” published 
books and a second one for under 
the tree, will make a great gift.  
A gift that keeps on giving.  For 
more information, please  visit 
www.nsl.org.

Live An Artful Life, Tom

Karen Rexrode

Smart is the gardener that 
has planted the wonder-
ful bulbs that offer winter 
interest. Bought as small, 

rock-like lumps, each a package 
of immense promise. Particularly 
rewarding when weather is in-
clement, the gardener can’t help 
but be grateful.

It is Cyclamen hederifo-
lium that fills my shade garden 
with beautifully patterned foliage 
in winter. Dainty flowers of pink 
or white open in late summer, fo-
liage follows. Hardy, a tuber that 
only gets better with time, three 
years, six years, the show im-
proves. 

Planted in various thick-
nesses, mixed with no premedi-

tation are other bulbs of winter 
interest. Crocus tomasianus of-
fers dainty lavender petals, usu-
ally the first crocus to flower. 
Of substantial stamina, the pet-
als are thin, not to be compared 
or planted with the hefty Dutch 
hybrids that squirrels and chip-
munks prefer. Gardeners call 
them toms, spoken with admira-
tion and fondness, the little bulb 
that could, Crocus tomasianus of-
ten flowers in mid-February.

Eranthis hyemalis or winter 
aconite may stand as the poster 
child of cheerfulness in February 
with its bright yellow flowers. 
A green ruff sits directly below 
each buttercup flower, distinc-
tively different from typical long 
slender leaves of other bulb foli-
age. A social plant, best friend to 

galanthus or snowdrops. The two 
carpet the garden in February, 
happily intermingled, thrilled to 
take advantage of sunny days, be-
fore trees leaf out. Moist ground 
is moist before water is wicked 
up by larger roots. Forced into 
pockets filled with tree roots, 
these hardy little bulbs may be 
the only thing that can grow in 
such a harsh space.

My fondness for snowdrops 
has been the topic of many previ-
ous articles. If you have planted 
a few, it will only be two months 
before they lift their little floral 
heads. Adding these other bulbs 
will enhance the show and lift 
your spirits. Happy days in Feb-
ruary and March, what else can 
bring such promise?  

The Bulbs of Winter
The Plant Lady

The Artist’s Perspective

Alex Cudaback

Back from Africa and I 
can confirm that soccer 
and cricket are still on 
the tube 24/7.

Great when you’ve got a 
wicked bad case of jetlag.

Announcer: “And a pass. 
And a pass. And another pass. 
Oh, wait, look at that pass. Oh, 
my, that was a beautiful pass. 
Gracious, look at THAT pass. 
And again. Some more passes. 
And now someone’s writhing 
around on the ground. Lots of 
players running over. Because 
nobody was within 30 yards when 
the apparent death-blow came.”

Me: “Zzzzzzzz….”
Perfect. Better than 

watching old game film of Dean 
Smith’s coma-inducing four 
corners.

Although there was some 
sort of record-breaking cricket 
moment while I was over there…. 
Since I have no idea what any 
of it means, I’ve decided to 
just present a little snippet of 
the article from last Thursday’s 
“Telegraph.”

“Virender Sehwag has 
set a new record for the highest 
individual score in one-day 
internationals after reaching 219 
during India’s fourth ODI against 
West Indies in Indore.

The India opener passed 
team-mate Sachin Tendulkar’s 

200 not out against South Africa 
in February last year as he put 
West Indies’ bowling to the sword.

The 33 year-old, who was 
dropped on 170, passed the mark 
with his 23rd four of the match.

He had also hammered 
seven sixes and 25 fours in total 
during his magnificent 149-ball 
knock.

He was eventually out 
caught off the bowling of Kieron 
Pollard.

Sehwag’s previous ODI best 
was 175 against Bangladesh in 
Dhaka in February.

The double century took 
Sehwag past the 8,000-run mark 
in ODIs.”

Did I mention I have no 
idea what any of this means? 
This might as well be written 
in a different language. Which 
begs the question, why on earth 
include it?

One part perversity. One 
part shameless sloth.

The one thing I do think I 
understand (trust me, I’m gonna 
milk this story for all the words 
I can) is that this thing was a 
“one-day international,” which, 
ironically, further allows me to 
milk another two points.

One: I will no longer accept 
complaints from professional 
athletes in the US (I’m thinking 
baseball, basketball and football, 
mainly) who complain when one 
of their commissioners sends 

them on a transparent money-
grab to play a single game in 
another country. Hell’s bells, the 
NHL, NBA and MLB all have 
international franchises.

(Yes, Canada is still not 
actually a state. Although now, as 
opposed to just a few years ago, 
that’s probably a better deal for 
them than it is for us.)

Anyway, no more whining 
when you get packed off to play 
in London, or Tokyo, or wherever. 
Just shush. Zip it. Shhhhh…. 
These guys better dressed for a 
Labor Day cocktail party than 
a professional sport apparently 
play “internationals” all the time.

And, two: by specifically 
calling this a “one-day” anything, 
the clear implication is that this is 
somehow different than the norm. 
I’d heard rumors that cricketers 
often played for days, taking 
breaks for naps and tea. Probably 
potty-time, too. Big babies. So I 
looked it up.

Luckily, in this day and 
age of the internets, time travel, 
and availability to affordable 
healthcare for all, I was able 
to find absolutely nothing that 
clarified this whatsoever. Even 
that free research assistant, that 
god-send to students everywhere, 
Wikipedia, couldn’t help but give 
me a bunch of flim-flam. The best 
Jimmy Wales’ baby could give do 
was, “In professional cricket the 
length of a game ranges from 20 

overs of six bowling deliveries 
per side to Test cricket played 
over five days.”

More Sanskrit. 
So I asked a friend of mine, 

someone who actually finds 
cricket riveting. 

Which is a lie. 
Not the friend part. I do 

have a friend. (Though maybe 
not any longer.) Just the “who 
actually finds cricket riveting” 
part. Nobody finds cricket 
riveting. But this friend claims 
that cricket is no more boring 
than baseball. So she’s obviously 
a socialist.

I pointed out maybe she just 
didn’t understand the intricacies 
and hidden poetry of baseball. She 
pointed out she didn’t understand 
beans about cricket either, that 
it just seemed to involve some 
throwing, some batting and some 
sticks in the mud (ha ha). Oh, 
right, and much nicer outfits.

Where was I?
Oh right! Tim Tebow. 
You know, I’ve seen him 

play. (Not in person. Cripes. But, 
like a train-wreck, it is hard to 
tear yourself away when you 
stumble across a Tebow sighting.) 
I’m no Tebow hater, mind you, 
I just don’t get it. How does he 
keep winning?!? He’s built like a 
brick outhouse, which helps, but 
this is the NFL; brick outhouses 
are the rule, not the exception. 
Every time he tries to throw the 

ball, it’s like he’s trying to fling 
something particularly repugnant 
and disastrously sticky from his 
fingers. (Where it goes, nobody 
knows!) Aside from a one game, 
freak occurrence, Tebow and his 
offense treat scoring as something 
sinful, to be avoided at all costs, 
only indulged in only when no 
other option presents itself, and 
apologized for profusely once the 
crime is committed.

But win he does. 
Constantly. And it seems to drive 
people absolutely batty. Maybe 
not the winning itself, but the 
religiosity that accompanies it. I 
mean, fine. C’mon, it’s not like 
the guy’s out stealing hubcaps 
and kneecapping little old ladies. 

The beauty is, you know the 
Broncos are gonna wanna get rid 
of him in the off-season. But the 
more he wins, the harder that’ll 
be. 

So they’re stuck. 
With a quarterback who 

wins.
Boy, poor Denver. Poor 

John Elway. Poor Fox.
I bet Danny and the 

Shanahans are sending 
condolences….

Great googly moogly!
Happy holidays from all of 

us here at the stretch. Peace and 
bacon grease! And ho, ho, ho!!

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

Hammered Seven Sixes
7th Inning Stretch
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Join Us for a Pre-K through 
Grade Twelve Open House Event

On Sunday afternoon
January 8, 2012 

at 2:00 p.m
Highland Center for the Arts 

Five Ninety-Seven Broadview Avenue

 
R.S.V.P. to: 540-878-2741

www.highlandschool.org
Children are welcome to attend.

You Are Cordially
Invited to Experience  

 

MIDDLEBURG ACADEMY
Discover our close­knit learning community  

www.middleburgacademy.org

“Teenagers and their music – who
would dare to separate the two?
Using students’ own music
culture as a bridge to learning
more about music generally is a
tactic I happily endorse.
Brain development takes dramatic leaps in the
young adult years. I tailor our curriculum to blend
the best of recent research and cultural changes with
classical theory.” 
~ Laurelyn Morrison, Music & Drama Teacher

To learn more about Laurelyn
Morrison and other outstanding
teachers at Middleburg Academy, 
go to our new website and click on
Meet Our Community and 
Meet Our Faculty.

Photograph by Mona Botwick
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Dr. Michael Oberschneider

Dr. Mike,

 My husband was laid off 
from his job earlier this year, and 
we have since struggled finan-
cially. It’s been difficult for our 
teenage boys to understand exact-
ly how tight things are.  The prob-
lem is that our boys have always 
gotten whatever they’ve wanted 
and so have all of their friends. 
Northern Virginia is an environ-
ment of privilege and over indul-
gence, and we just can’t seem to 
keep up with the Joneses right 

now. Any advice on how to han-
dle Christmas gifts with them this 
year?

A in Loudoun County

A,

I agree that Loudoun 
County as a whole is a unique 
financial environment to raise 
children. With the reported mean 
household income at more than 
$140,000, the county is indeed a 
place of privilege. I don’t, how-
ever, agree with your assumption 
that overindulgence is occurring 

as a result of there being higher 
personal resources. We, as par-
ents, are responsible for instilling 
proper values and morals in our 
children and for shaping their be-
haviors – regardless of where we 
live.

I’d like you to think of the 
current financial strain in your 
lives as an opportunity for your 
boys to become more account-
able and responsible.  You could 
agree on small gifts this year for 
starters.  Also, focus on creat-
ing some new holiday traditions 
that will foster togetherness and 
won’t break the bank – cutting 

down a tree by hand, going snow-
boarding or sledding for the day 
as a family.  Lastly, Christmas is 
a time of giving so perhaps your 
boys could ring the bell for the 
Salvation Army, get involved 
with Toys for Tots or serve a meal 
at a homeless shelter.  With a few 
small changes, you should be on 
your way to helping your boys 
positively redefine how they un-

derstand their situation, as well 
as their relationship with material 
possessions. 

About this column: Dr. Mi-
chael Oberschneider, director 
of Ashburn Psychological Ser-
vices, offers advice each month 
based on questions sent by read-
ers. To submit a question email 
DrMike@mbecc.com 

Christmas Is Not About Keeping Up With the Joneses
Dr. Mike

Middleburg’s 
Community Christmas Dinner

If you will be alone, away from home, unable to 
prepare a meal, or would like to share in some 

laughter & joy, please join us for:

Christmas Day 1:00 - 5:00
At Backstreet Cafe
4 E. Federal Street

No charge
Call Second Chapter Books

540-687-7016

Drop-ins are welcome, but to assure a table call for
reservations (two seatings: 1:00 & 3:00)

Volunteers and donations welcome
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Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Antiques

Tree Service Electricians

PrintingWine Tasting

Plumbing

Surface Blasting
Services

Septic

Gold/Silver

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

New Installations
and

Repairs

Septic

540-974-3944

MWG

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Blast Masters of Virginia

All Blast Medias
All Surfaces, 

Fire, Mold, Paint, Graffiti
Welding & Fabrications
Historical Restorations

Mobile / Shop

600 North Kent Street
Winchester, VA 22601

blastmasters@gmail.com
540.514.7511

Stephen T. Johnson

Blast Masters of Virginia

All Blast Media
All Surfaces

Welding & Fabrications
• Industrial
   Commercial

• Mobil and
   Highwork

• Structural Steel   

• Brick, Stone, Wood

• Powder Coating

• Surface 
   Coating
   Applications

• Fire, Mold,
   Paint, Graffiti

540-514-7511
blastmasters@gmail.com

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

540-868-2330
Servicing

Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Garden

Antique
 Vintage

Industrial
and other interesting stuff

Out Back 
Antiques

Behind the Aldie Peddler
Rt. 50, Aldie, Virginia

540.341.7527

garden furnishings
ornamental and functional:

benches, tables, chairs, urns,
statuary, and other items of
interest for patio or lawn.

On the WEB and
by appointment.

www.trocadero.com/summerhill

Antique
Cast Iron

Snow Removal
W i n e s  Co n s t r u C t i o n

a n d ex C avat i o n

• Ponds  Roads 
• Riding Arenas
• Land Clearing
• Snow Removal
Free Estimates
540.270.1158

Class A Contractor

For all your dirt moving needs!

Pets

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Hunt Country Guide
Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

“Put this ad on your refrigerator. Then call
me when you want a great mortgage.”

HOLLY HOOPES
Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600

Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

S
UNTRUSTM

O
RTGAGE

Equestrian 
Paving Tar & ChipLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

For Rent Fitness & Training

Paving

• Oct 8th  Finals for Ponies, 9am- 
Dale Crittenberger

• Oct 15th  Finals for Horses, 9am
Dale Crittenberger

Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Real Estate Firms
Finance Real Estate

Horse Shows

Help Wanted

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”
Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.

Treat yourself or a friend to a
Swedish/deep tissue 

therapeutic massage!
by Susan Grayson

Certified Massage Therapist
Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Middleburg
Office for 

Rent
8 North Jay St. 

1000 sq ft
Please Inquire

540-687-5300

Llewellyn Village 
Apartments

Middleburg VA

Accepting Wait List 
Applications for
2 Bedroom Homes 

to include disabled
Contact Site Manager at:

1-540-687-3402
TDD # 1-800-982-8771

M,W, F  9 – 4
Rents Income Based

This Institution is an Equal 
Housing Opportunity
Provider & Employer

                       

Veterinary Technicians 
Wanted

Expanding 24 hour Vet Hospital 
in Purcellville, Va seeks Skilled Li-
censed and experienced Asst Techs 
for FT Positions. Days, Nights and 
Weekend Shifts available. Positions 
range from Appointments, Surgical, 
Blood Bank and all offer a variety of 
exposure to interesting cases, spe-
cies and challenges. Competitive 
wages and perks for qualified appli-
cants. Email TechnicianManager@
Blueridgevets.com

Kerrigan    
Paving

End of Season Special
20% Off
Tar & Chip

Up to 50% Less Than
Black Top

Residential & Commercial
KerriganPaving.com

Be the you 
that’s inside.

www.fhdoctors.org/BeYou

7915 Lake Manassas Dr. Suite 101
Gainesville, VA 20155

Fauquier Health at Lake Manassas

Botox®, Juvederm® and Latisse®

treatments now available.
New patients receive 25% off your fi rst 
treatment, now through December 31, 2011.
Gift certifi cates available.

Call today for your appointment

703-743-7300

Leather Repair Mortgages Health
“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”

Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.
Treat yourself or a friend to a

Swedish/deep tissue 
therapeutic massage!

Susan Grayson, C.M.T.
Certified Massage Therapist

Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Shopping

Catering
for advertising information call 540.687.3200

100 W Washington St  |  540.687.4138

              TEA FORTE
ITALIAN LINENS & THROWS
PATRICIA LOCKE JEWELRY
MISTRAL  |  CATSTUDIO

Stop in to sample tea selections, shop for 
unique gifts and create custom gift baskets.

COUNTRY WAY 
Inspired Floral Designs & Gifts 

www.CountryWayFlowers.com 
102 W. Washington St. Middleburg, VA     540.687.3583 

 

The Shops of West Washington Street

102 W. Washington St.

Middleburg, VA

540-687-5748
www.betseyshop.com

Contemporary
Women’s
Clothing 

&
Accessories

at
Great
Prices

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Nobel 
NielseN 
shoes

 540-687-8200 
19 east WashiNgtoN st.

NNshoes1@mac.com

 FraNchetti boNd~VaNeli
ekluNd liNeNs~sebago
crockodile haNdbags

Architect

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

Especial thanks for work and support above and beyond the call from Middleburg Police Officers Bill Klugh, Mike Prince, Owen Heine, Tim Tharpe, Heather 
Fadely; Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department Deputies and Auxiliaries; Virginia State Police Troopers; Town of Middleburg staff Marvin Simms and David 
Thomas; Jim Treptow and Hickory Tree Farm; Dean Elgin and Earheart Equipment Warrenton; Alan Tipton and Carlyle & Anderson Purcellville.  

     Thank You! 
An entire community and 10,000 visitors thank you for your hardworking efforts  and support in making Christmas in Mid‐
dleburg a spirit‐led outreach that truly welcomed so many people to Middleburg for a marvelous day of celebration! 

Sponsors and Donors Volunteers 
Bill  Brown 
Robert  Brown 
John  Bull 
Brad  Davis 
Gloria  Dawson 
Reggie  Dawson 
Bob  Dornin 
Claudia  Dornin 
Paul  Draisey 
Joann  Hazard 
Kevin  Hazard 
Browning  Herbert 
Dee Dee  Hubbard 
Punkin  Lee 

Eura  Lewis 
Vince  Logan 
Rich  Luttrell 
Mike  O'Brien 
Franklin  Payne 
Cindy  Pearson 
Steve  Plescow 
Ron  Poston 
Ken  Reid 
Matt  Santmeyer 
Shelly  Schubert 
Martha  Semmes 
Donna  Strama 
Jerry   Tumblin 
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Open House Sat. & Sun. 12-5pm

Creighton Farms is Washington’s most exclusive luxury 
gated community. Come and select your home site from 
our newest section with prime golf course and mountain 
views. Work with the Washington area’s most celebrated 
custom builders. Create something extraordinary.  

- Spectacular custom homes and villas from $1.5M

-  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course*

- Fitness Center, tennis, swimming and more*

- Personal and Residential Concierge Services

- Just 20 minutes from Dulles Airport

  *Use of  existing or planned recreational amenities is not included with the purchase of  real estate and requires separate club membership. Juno-Loudoun LLC is the owner and 
developer of  the project. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a

solicitation of  offers from, residents of  NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of  real estate. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State 
law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the value, if  any, of  this property.

A Southworth 
Community

Washington DC

Dulles Int’l 
Airport

Reston

Arlington

Herndon… 20 min.

Fairfax… 25 min.

McLean… 35 min.

Arlington… 45 min.

Washington DC… 55 min.

START PLANNING YOUR 
CUSTOM DREAM HOME 

THIS WEEKEND – 
AT CREIGHTON FARMS

www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105

Faces & Places
Middleburg Hunt Breakfast at Foxcroft
Covert, Middleburg, VA

Mello Out has loads of
GREAT Stocking 

Stuffer Ideas

Merry Mello
Christmas 

&
Yummy

New Year!

REGISTER NOW

Private Instruction & Classes available for all ages
Convenient locations in Upperville, Aldie, 

Middleburg, Purcellville & The Plains

540-592-3040
piedmontmusic@aol.com • www.piedmontmusic.org

CMSP is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization,
serving Northern Virginia since 1994.

The Community Music School
of the Piedmont

Dr. Andrew Bishop with his wife, Jane, and her mothe

Ruth Marshall and Ashton Marshall

Jan and Geoff Ogden

Joint Masters of the Middleburg Hunt Jee Blue 
and Penny Denegre

Head of School Mary Louise Leipheimer and Co.

Huntstman Barry Magner with a one of his charges
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Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Allen Todd Gambill, Anita Baarns, and Tim Watkins,

Dr. Betsee Parker and Stephen Putnam

 Albert Poe, Greg Ryan, Betsee Parker, Tad Zimmerman

Piedmont Hounds Hunt Breakfast at Huntlands
Middleburg VA
Photos by Janet Hitchen

Betsy Manierre and Douglas Lees ACG Architects
American Water Resource Association
A Place To Be
Armfield, Miller & Ripley Fine Properties
Barrel Oak
Benjamin Drosnick
Bendure Communications, LLC
Betsey
Billie Van Pay, LLC
Blue Ridge Hospice
BOWA Builders
Briar Patch Bed & Breakfast
Chester Business Services
Christmas in Middleburg
Cleansing Water, Inc
Climatic
Clites Architects, Inc.
Country Way
Crème de la Crème
Duchessa
English Country Clothes
Focus Wealth Management
Foxcroft School
Goodstone Inn 
Great Meadow Foundation
Highcliffe Clothiers
Home Farm
Honeymoon Islands, Inc.
Journeymen Saddlers, Ltd

Julien’s Restaurant
LNETCOM, Inc.
Les Jardins de Bagatelle
Long & Foster Realtors
Loudoun Chamber of Commerce
Loudoun County Visitors Association
Loudoun Hounds
Lou Lou
McEnearney Associates, Inc. 
Market Salamander
Meadowkirk
Mello Out
Melmore, Inc.
Middleburg Academy
Middleburg Bank
Middleburg Community Center
Middleburg Country Inn
Middleburg Eccentric
Middleburg Eye Care Center
Middleburg Life
Middleburg Millwork
Middleburg Orthopedics
Middleburg Real Estate/Atoka Properties
Moore, Clemens & Company, Inc.
Bundles Murdock
National Sporting Library & Museum
Nobel Nielsen, LLC
O’Donnell & Co., LLC
Old Meadow, LLC

Saskia Paulussen Photography, LLC
Print Management, Inc.
Pro Mortgage
Red Fox Inn 
Salamander Touch
Second Chapter Books
J.R. Snider, Ltd.
Suntrust Mortgage
Swedenburg Winery
The Boxwood Winery
The French Hound
The Fun Shop
The Graham Companies, Ltd.
The Hill School
The KBK Group (Farmer’s Insurance)
The Shaggy Ram
The Upper Crust
Thomas & Talbot Real Estate
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelry
Jim Thompson
Timmie Jane
Town of Middleburg
Union First Market Bank
Wendy Pepper, LLC
Woodville Hall Capital, LLC
Wylie Wagg
Yount, Hyde & Barbour

The Middleburg Business and Professional Association
Would like to thank the community for supporting our members in 2011.  

We look forward to doing business with you in 2012.

2011 Members

Now is the time to join MBPA for 2012!
For more information visit our website at

www.visitmiddleburgva.com
On Facebook at Middleburg Business and Professional Association-VA

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Draisey 
insurance 
aGency
Post Office Box 1348
Middleburg, Virginia 20118
703-431-1730
888-752-9111 (toll free)
E-Fax: 877-761-0946
Paul@DraiseyInsurance.com

Paul C. Draisey
cic, cbia

ProtectinG your 
ProPerty, assets, anD Dreams

Auto • Home • Life • Specialty Vehicles
Complete Business Coverages

Workers Compensation • Bonds

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Faces & Places

 Piedmont Hounds pass thru main gate at Huntland,  Piedmont 
Masters, l to R  Greg Ryan, Shelby Bonnie and Tad Zimmerman
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JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods
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Our Long & Foster Middleburg and Purcellville 
sales associates would like to thank our clients 
and our customers who helped make 2011 such a 
successful year!  We look forward to an even 
better year ahead! 

 

Michele Stevens, Managing Broker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yolanda Brittle, Branch Administrator

Penny Merritt 

Andy Stevens 

Joy Thompson 

Billie Van Pay 

Marci Welsh 

Shellie Womelsdorf

Joyce Gates 

Jackie Hagenston 

Kim Hurst 

Belinda Hyde 

Francesca Jewett 

Bobby Kirk

Amy Adams 

Cathy Bowman 

Kathy Chovnick 

Tammy Davidson 

Kristin Johnson 

Leslye Edwards 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CONTRACT 

PURCELLVILLE OFFICE  
102 North 21st  Street  

Purcel lvi l le,  VA 20132  
Off ice 540.338.1350 

Fax 540.338.1620 

MIDDLEBURG OFFICE 
6 & 8 North Madison Street  
Middleburg,  VA 20117 
540.687.8530 
www.middleburgsales .com 

Paris      $1,500,000 Aldie      $1,430,000 Leesburg      $1,300,000 Round Hill      $949,999 

Aldie      $749,900 Leesburg      $770,000 Purcellville      $850,000 Paeonian Springs      $924,900 

Purcellville      $724,900 Purcellville      $699,000 

Lovettsville      $599,000 Round Hill      $599,000 

Leesburg      $599,000 Purcellville      $489,000 

Middleburg      $349,000 Middleburg      $395,000 Middleburg      $400,000 Purcellville      $435,000 

Middleburg      $325,000 Middleburg      $305,000 Middleburg      $279,000 Middleburg      $229,000 

Middleburg Hunt Christmas Parade 2011
Middleburg, VA
Photos by Jay Hubbard

Faces & Places



Page 24   Middleburg Eccentric    •   December 15, 2011 ~ January 26, 2012 Middleburg Eccentric   •    December 15, 2011 ~ January 26, 2012 Page 25

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Nobel NielseN shoes 

www.stellaaNdbeaN.com
19 east washiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200

Make it Personal This Holiday Season.  
Visit us at Nobel NielseN 

during the month of December
 to personalize your gifts

Nobel NielseN shoes 

 NNshoes1@mac.com
19 east WashiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200

Italian Driving Moccasins 
$120.00

Nobel NielseN shoes 
aNd More!!!

 NNshoes1@Mac.coM
19 east WashiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200 22 E. Washington Street • Middleburg, VA • 540.687.8050

philosophy: believe in miracles

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

Christmas in Middleburg 2011
Middleburg, VA
Photos by Jay Hubbard, Dee Dee Hubbard and Helen Wiley

Faces & Places
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    C
onde Nast Johansens Award Winner 

     “
Most ExcEllEnt Inn – 2011”

       
  & Opentable.com 2011 Diner’s C

hoice Award

A  V I s I t  l o u d o u n  d E s t I n A t I o n  R E s t A u R A n t

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table. 
Monday through Sunday:  5:30-9pm • Lunch:  Wednesday - Monday 11:30am-2pm

Sunday Brunch: 11:30am-2pm

 Located just 2.5 miles North of Middleburg.
36205 Snake HiLL Road • MiddLeBuRg, ViRginia 20117

follow us on

w w w. g o o d s t o n e . c o m

Serving Christmas eve, Christmas day,  
new Year’s eve and new Year’s day

Please call 540-687-3333 to make your holiday reservations today.

Goodstone for the Holidays

giVe tHe gift of goodStone 
tHiS HoLidaY SeaSon

with a goodstone Inn & Restaurant gift certificate
Please call 540-687-3333 to purchase your gift.

Goodstone Spa
Relax and rejuvenate with a massage or facial. 

Visit us online for a full spa menu.

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
Jan.
12th

Deadline
for
Jan.
26th

Issue

540.687.3200

Showing through January 14
The museum is open Wednesday – Saturday 

from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and on Sunday 
from noon to 4:00 pm.

Extended holiday schedule: 
Open every day Monday, December 26 – Saturday, 

December 31, closed New Year’s Day and then 
open every day January 2 - January 14.

Join the National 
Sporting Library and Museum. 

Keep history in our future, 
and art and literature 

in our community.

Become a member or give the gift of
membership at www.nsl.org

2

Visit us at 102 The Plains Road, Middleburg, VA. 

Phone: 540.687.6542

Support from members provides the needed

funds for our public exhibitions, programs

and lectures as well as providing 

for the vital operating needs 

of the organization.  All 

donations and member-

ships are tax-deductible.

NSL_ad2_Layout 1  12/12/11  10:16 AM  Page 1

Vintage Christmas Dinner Dance
Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Faces & Places

Bidgette & Brian Wilson Lydia Strohl. Jill & Alex Vogel Chris Tate, Joy DeVinck and Nicole Wyatt

“Jammin” Jim Herbert Robin Cavanagh and

Jan Neuharth & Joseph Keusch Kate & Chet Fannon

Manuel Simpson & Nicki Stevenson Darin & Bill Ballhaus
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Daniel Morrow

This is the story of the 
1854 murder of VMI 
Cadet Tom Black-
burn, the trials that 

followed, and the impact of 
those events on young men 
and women who would all too 
soon face the larger trials of 
the American Civil War.

Part 6:  Why?
 
A well-bred person al-

ways receives visitors at what-
ever time they may call, or 
whoever they may be;  but if 
you are occupied and can not 
afford to be interrupted by a 
mere ceremony, you should in-
struct the servant beforehand 

to say that you are “not at 
home.” 

 
-- Martine’s Handbook 

of Etiquette
and Guide to True Po-

liteness
1866

If Christmas Day, 1853, 
was less than merry for Charles 
Burks Christian, the day after 
must have been worse. 

On Christmas Day Mary 
Eveylen Anderson had re-
neged on her promise to “walk 
out” with him to Christmas 
services, announcing her deci-
sion in a one-sentence note just 
hours before he was to collect 
her at her Uncle’s house on the 
Washington College Campus.

The next day, Monday, 
December 26, Mary Evelyn’s 
Aunt Evalina Moore, threw a 
party in Mary’s honor.

Although Christian had 
been received cordially in the 
Moore house on previous oc-
casions, he was pointedly not 
invited. 

Neither, it would seem, 
did conversation at the party 
enhance Christian’s rapidly 
deteriorating reputation, a 
fact that did not long escape 
the young law student’s atten-
tion, or that of anyone else in 
a town the size of Lexington.       

Christian’s reactions 
were predictable and proper.

“A few days afterward,” 

Mary later testified, Christian 
“. . . called at my Uncle’s and 
sent in his card to me.” 

Mary’s first reaction, she 
said, was to send a “servant” 
to tell Christian she couldn’t 
see him, despite the presence 
of another visitor in the house.

Mary’s aunt intervened, 
however, and took it upon her-
self to deliver the bad news to 
her niece’s now thoroughly 
confused suitor, who by at 
least one account, had actu-
ally come prepared to propose 
marriage.

That evening one of 
Christian’s fellow law stu-
dents, Alfred Strayer, called on 
the Moores.   He told them that 
Christian’s friends and fellow 
law students all “understood” 
that Christian had  gone to the 
Moore house and that  “Miss 
Anderson had denied herself 
to him.”

Mary’s Aunt Evalina did 
her best to smooth over the 
incident.  She told Strayer “ 
. . . that Christian was a very 
pleasant and fluent gentleman 
and she would be happy for 
him to continue his visits to 
her house” regardless of the 
opinions of her young niece. 

Later that evening Stray-
er told Christian what he had 
heard.

By Friday, December 30, 
1853, Christian’s dander was 
up, and he dispatched a note 
of his own to Mary Evelyn, a 

document that later, much to 
the family’s embarrassment, 
became a critical and widely 
publicized piece of evidence 
in Christian’s trial.

Reproduced in newspa-
pers all over Virginia, the note 
was, on its surface, a pure soft 
sentimentality, barely cloak-
ing a hard core of understated 
high dudgeon.  

Lex. Dec. 30, 1853
 

Miss Anderson,
 
Being induced by my ex-

alted opinion of your refined 
feeling to believe that you 
would not wantonly wound 
the feeling of any gentleman, 
and being myself the unhappy 
victim of your maltreatment, I 
must conclude that you had an 
apparent cause.  And failing in 
my attempted interview with 
you on last evening, I deem it 
necessary in justice to my rep-
utation as a gentleman, to find 
out the mysteries of the mat-
ter, and to clear my self of all 
imputations incompatible with 
the character of a gentleman, 
and the strict rules of courtesy. 

Then, I ask it of you,  as a 
last favor,  to tell,  if any there 
be,  the cause that actuated 
you to do so illiberal an act. 

And if there be a calum-
niator so base, so envious as 
(with his own vile fabrication) 
to break the friendship here-
tofore existing between us, do 
tell me, and I will bring the 
culprit to justice and prove to 
you and the world that I am in-
nocent;  and that such a deed 
is beneath the dignity of those 
principals of honor that was 
the care of my aged parents to 
instill into my youthful bosom, 
and my constant endeavor to 
practice. 

But if the said causes are 
not the work of slanderers, but 
phantoms of your own cre-
ation, causes germinating in 
your own breast, say so, and 
all is well. 

I write not these lines in 
order to place myself in status 
quo, for it is done, the die is 
cast;  the Rubicon is crossed;  
but I write with the vain hope 
of proving to you and the world 
that I could not treat any lady 
otherwise than strictly courte-
ous and respectful. 

And in closing these 
lines, I bid you an affection-
ate adieu, invoking the bless-
ings of heaven, and hoping 
that your path may be strewn 
with flowers while sojourning 
in this world of care.  So:  Vale 
(formosessima puella) Aeturni 
Vale! 

Peace to thy heart, 
though another’s it be,

Health to thy cheek, 
though it bloom not for me.

 
Your humble friend,
 Chas. B. Christian

 

Christian’s reference to 
himself in this extraordinary 
epistle as a “gentleman” and 
his description of his to this 
point unknown detractor as a 
“calumniator” were the moral 
equivalents of a tossed gaunt-
let.

Worse, though Christian 
could not have known why, 
was his ill-fated post-script. 

 
PS

 
You will please answer, 

addressing me through box 
No. 101, or return this epistle, 
and close the sad drama for-
ever.

 
C. B. Christian

Friday Morning, in 
confidence

 

The phrasing of this ap-
parently gracious PS would 
have resonated in a way Chris-
tian could not possibly have 
imagined with most of the 
leading families of Lexington, 
and Cadet Tom Blackburn and 
the Blackburn family in par-
ticular.

It reprised almost exactly 
a note which Tom Blackburn’s 
uncle, Frank Thomas, had 
sent to his soon to be cruelly 
divorced wife, Mary Ander-
son’s cousin, Sally Campbell 
Preston McDowell in 1842, 
a note which had led directly 
to an oft-recounted,  physical 
confrontation between Mary-
land Governor Frank Thomas 
and Sally’s father, Virginia 
Governor James McDow-
ell at a stage coach station in 
Staunton, Virginia.

Mary later testified that 
she “hastily” read Christian’s 
note aloud to her Aunt and 
then announced her intention 
to burn it.

Instead, she took the ill-
fated advice of her Aunt Eva-
lina, who suggested that she 
neither burn, nor answer, nor 
return the fatal missive.  “Oh 
no!” Evalina Moore, suggest-
ed. “Keep it!  It is a curiosity!” 

Thus, according to the 
beautiful young Mary Evelyn  
Anderson,  did Christian’s 
note pass out of her mind and 
into her dresser drawer  “un-
til the morning of the 14th of 
January, 1854.”

Unfortunately for 
Charles Christian, the note 
was both much noted and long 
remembered by Mary’s  Aunt 
Evalina Alexander Moore.

Aunt Evalina was, after 
all, born an Alexander, and, as 
the long-suffering and socially 
outcast divorcee Sally Camp-
bell Preston McDowell put it,   
“You might as well proclaim 
things thru’ a trumpet as con-
fide them to an Alexander.”

To be continued

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

Coming in 2012

Check out the MHAA website for more events and information.
Mosby Heritage Area Association

PO Box 1497 • Middleburg, VA 20118
540-687-6681

info@mosbyheritagearea.org
http:/www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

February 18 – Cavaliers, Courage and Coffee 
at the Old Quaker Meeting House in Lincoln

March 11 - “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
Talk by Marc Leepson at Oatlands
Followed by Tour of Rokeby

The Blackburn Murder

Evalina Alexander Moore

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

The Greenest Kilowatt is the one never produced!

Energy Efficiency ----- Renewable Energy ------ Dark Sky Friendly

The Clean Power Foundation of Middleburg is proud to be 
helping the communities of The Plains and Middleburg to become 

more energy efficient and dark sky friendly.

Join us!

www.cleanpowerfoundation.net

To Learn More, Call  Jerry Van Voorhis
540-687-8943

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Give a gift of love this Christmas

Dan Moore, portrait artist - Studio Furstenburg
will paint an oil portrait of your loved one.

$4,500

Call 1-(540)-338-7942

Join us for Christmas Eve Dinner.
A nice respite after your last minute shopping.

We will be open our regular hours
with our regular menu and some nice specials 

Do not forget to make reservations for New Years Eve.
We will be open  our regular hours

with our regular menu and some great specials.

Whether your are coming to celebrate or 
just enjoy a bite to eat, we welcome you.

For reservations call 540-253-5644 after 5:00 tues. to sun.
or go to www.railstoprestaurant.com 

Closed Christmas Day and New Years Day.

“Chef Tom Kee and company strike just the right balance”
—Washington Post Magazine

TOM KEE
Head Chef

6478 Main Street
The Plains, Virginia 20198
540-253-5644
www.railstoprestaurant.com 2011 

Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 

B A R T L E T T
Because Every Tree Is A Family Tree

Today, more than ever, property value is as much about your landscape
as it is about your home.  The trees and shrubs that grow along with you

and your family are valuable assets that deserve care and protection.
For over 100 years, Bartlett Tree Experts has led both the science and

services that make your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of
your needs, our arborists bring a rare mix of groundbreaking research,

global resources and a local service approach to every task at hand.
Trees add so much value to our lives. 

And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees.

PRUNING  •  FERTILIZATION  •  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  •  REMOVAL

MARSHALL OFFICE (540) 364-2401 OR 877-BARTLETT OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM
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A  C O N S E RV E  V I R G I N I A  C O R P O R AT I O N

E. RON POSTON
Manager

23540 OLD MEADOW LANE   •   MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
TEL. 540-687-4636   •   FAX 540-687-3956   •   jarrettposton@msn.com

RESTORATION  •  REMODELING  •  RENOVATION

Virginia Class A Contractor, Insured

WE LOVE OLD HOUSES

The Carver House, circa 1765The Carver House, circa 1765

Old Meadow, LLC

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Sierra is an adorable kitten that 
was born in May. She came to us 

very sick...she was the tiniest 
little girl. She is now a strong, 

healthy, laid back kitty who is a 
funny & social butterfly. 

Salvador is 14 year old Paint gelding 
who has excellent ground manners, is 
gentle, very sweet & gets along with 

everybody. He was severely emaciated 
when he was rescued but is now very 
healthy. He is a very special horse! 

KITTENS! 
We currently have LOTS of 

healthy, fun loving, absolutely 
adorable kittens of all ages.  
Long-haired, short-haired, 

playful, quiet, dark, light, we 
are sure you’ll find one or  

two just right!   

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

mhfdtn@earthlink.net  (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Droopy is a petite 1 yr. old girl 
that we rescued from hoarders. 
She wasn’t well socialized, so she 

will need a patient owner that 
understands she needs time to 

build trust. She has a funny per-
sonality & wants to be a lapdog. 

Dexter is a beautiful silver tabby kit-
ten that was born in April. He gets along 

well with other cats & would fit in  
wonderfully to just about any home.  

He would love to find a home with his 
sister Luna but it's not a necessity.  

Honey is an absolutely adorable 6 yr 
old Border Terrier/ Pit Bull mix who 
is good with kids & women. She lived 
on a chain all of her life, so she does 

need more socialization as she is 
fearful of some men. She is also a 

climber so she must be leashed 
walked or in a home with acreage. 

Crumpet is a 2-3 year old Cairn 
Terrier.  He loves to be held & 
gets along with other dogs, but 

cannot live with cats.  He came in 
with severe flea allergies.  He is 
healthy & has recovered, but is 

still growing his hair back. 

Mumford is a great guy born ~9/25/11 who 
loves people. His mom could not take care of 

him & he was kept in the house & bottle raised 
since he was 4 days old. He's is now ready to 

live in a barn yard full time. He is neutered, up
-to-date on vaccinations, and is going to grow 

to be a big Old Gloucester.  

Felicity is an adorable small pony 
mare about 11h & between 14-15 years 
of age. Unfortunately this momma is in 
foal again. She is easy to handle and is 

looking for a loving home. 

Pepe is a teeny little pony colt 
with one blue eye and is super 

sweet. He is about 4 months old as 
of late October, stands for the 

farrier and vet & is easy to handle.   

Cotton is a great little  
3 month old Shetland pony 

colt. He stands for the farrier 
& vet & is halter trained.   

Nutmeg is a young Shetland  
pony mare who came with her baby 
Cotton. She is a bit shy, but loves 

treats & attention. She is about 13h, 
red roan, with wide blaze.  

Geo is a very special boy that came to us 
very emaciated with a horrible infection. 
His cold caused an ulcer on his eye that 
was very painful. After many month of 

treatment his eye has minimal scarring & 
he's a happy healthy boy! He loves people 

& wants a lap to call his own! 

Gunner was rescued in a group of 11 
starving dogs. He is a medium sized 

Spaniel mix who is very affectionate, 
energetic, and gets along well with 

other dogs. Gunner will need a home 
with a secure in fenced yard. 

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Patrickswell
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $7,500,000

164 acres in Orange County Hunt • Main house of stone construction
• 4 bedrooms plus an in-law suite • Pool • Tennis court • 20 stall
center aisle stable • Farm office • 1/16 mile indoor track •
Guest house • Also available on 264 acres for $10,500,000
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

Located in the heart of fox hunting country • 3 miles from
Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial home  • Stable
• Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court • Mature trees and
sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds most of the property
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $4,950,000

Circa 1889 manor home • Completely redesigned and recon-
structed • Exposed beams, solid mahogany doors and windows
• Antique fireplaces • Reclaimed choice hardwoods and
limestone foyer • Incomparable views • 15 manicured acres
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

An Old House in Paris
Paris, Virginia  •  $485,000

Circa 1890 • Unobstructed views of the protected Paris
Valley • 3 BR • Additional 2 BR in-law suite w/second
kitchen • Detached garage • Unlimited possibilities
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Rectortown Road
Rectortown, Virginia  •  $775,000

Quaint village setting • First floor master suite • 2
additional bedrooms • Charming guest home • 3 stall
barn • 3 acres
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Harborvale
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

51 acres in Orange County Hunt • Minutes from town •
Stone cottage is now a shell ready for construction • 3 car
stone garage • Stable • Tenant house • Large pond • 2
parcels
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $5,000,000

103 acres • 1800’s Virginia farmhouse • 9 fireplaces • 5 bedrooms
• Guest house • Pool house/game room • Gorgeous stone
walls, terraces and garden walls • Pond • Barns
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mountain Road
Purcellville, Virginia  •  $1,500,000

92.5 +/- acres in scenic easement • Rolling and rising
acreage • Bold mountain views • Pond and creek •
Protected area
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mrs. Beaver’s Cottage
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $395,000

Excellent location • 2 bedrooms • Fireplace • Hardwood
floors • Fabulous views • 7.12 mostly wooded acres • Great
rehab potential
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

J. Patrick House
Philomont, Virginia  •  $685,000

Charming, spacious 1840’s Victorian in village of Philomont • 5 BRs, 4
BAs • Separate carriage house with 1BR, 1 bath and loft • Hardwood
floors • Pressed tin ceiling • Wrap-around porch • Lovely yard
Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Lime Kiln Road
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $575,000

Wonderfully maintained; open floor plan; first-floor master
suite • 4BRs, 3.5BAs, fireplace, well-appointed kitchen •
Perfect full-time or weekend home across from historic Goose
Greek • Minutes from Leesburg, Middleburg, major DC routes
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Commercial
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $749,000

Free standing commercial building on large lot • Stone and shake
office building • Oversized stone garage • Large administrative
area, reception, conference room, three private offices
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
AMRFP.com

WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
GEORGETOWN/DUPONT/LOGAN 202.333.3320
BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE 301.222.0050
POTOMAC 301.983.6400
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703.317.7000
WFP.com

In the Virginia Countryside
In the Capital Region

WASHINGTON
F I N E  P RO P E RT I E S , L L C

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

CREEK RIDGE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Located on a wooded hillside on 23+ acres, is this elegant
custom built Italian style residence. The master bedroom
suite has his & her baths, dressing area and workout
room. 3BR + 2BA on the upper level. Separate guest
house with garage. Property borders Goose Creek.
Elegant living and privacy with convenience to
Middleburg and VA Hunt Country. $3,300,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Jim Thompson 540-687-2224

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

CHESTNUT OAKS, UPPERVILLE, VA
Chestnut Oaks, located in Greystone just west of
Upperville, VA. Charming custom built brick
colonial on 52+ acres, 4 bedrooms, 3.55 baths,
lovely pine floors and stately wood moldings.
Partially fenced, 3 run-in sheds, lovely landscaped
setting, total privacy offering spectacular views.
$1,750,000.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

PAN D’OR, MARSHALL, VA
Located in the Orange County Hunt territory
near Middleburg.  54+ acres. Stunning European
style residence offering 4BR, 4.5BA, apartment
and tenant house. The property is fabulous with
views of the Blue Ridge and Bull Run Mountains,
bordered by Cromwells Run and protected by
VOF easements. Excellent ride out. $2,850,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223
Jim Thompson 540-687-2224

HUNT COURT, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Lovely condo 13 Hunt Court. Four finished levels,
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 fireplaces. Freshly
painted, in pristine condition, hardwood floors
on 3 levels, carpet on lower level. Low voltage
lighting, TV, cable & internet ready. Walkout
lower level suitable for nanny or use as separate
unit. $476,700.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

WEST PROPERTY, UPPERVILLE, VA
Located in a quaint charming village, this
lovely historic house (c. 1833) is in a superb
setting with a large back lawn and garden with
pretty plantings. The house offers 2 kitchens,
solarium/ sunroom with brick floor. There is a
separate second house. Needs TLC, priced
below assessed value. To be sold "AS IS."
$455,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

HOLLY HILL, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Minutes to Middleburg, on a quiet country road,
surrounded by 2 picturesque ponds, flowing
stream, and beautiful serene views. Holly Hill, an
historic stone manor estate (c1790) is perfectly
situated on 37+ ac in 3 parcels. Main house offers
4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths accompanied by a guest house,
swimming pool, stable, 2 separate apartments,
paddocks and outbuildings. $3,300,000.

Gloria Armfield 540-687-2223

FOX VALLEY FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Very complete, very charming hunt country property.
32 acres in prime Orange County Hunt. Just south of
Middleburg in Fauquier County. Main house c. 1845
with 3 BR, one on 1st floor, large living room with
huge windows, dining room with stone walls, pool,
guest house, separate garage, 7 stall barn, 2 BR cottage,
large pond. Excellent location for riding, privacy and
peaceful country living. Priced to sell. $2,500,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
NEW PRICE! Bronze Hill is a classic early stone
farm house dating from the early 1800’s located on
the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville Turnpike,
N.E. of the village of Middleburg. Restored main
residence with 3 finished levels, small guest cottage,
2BR house, pool, pond, barns, stable, fields &
woods on 48ac (in 2 parcels). Surrounded by farms
in scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,250,000.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

Wishing You Happy Holidays!

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING
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