
Daniel Morrow

After one of the best Christmas 
seasons in Middleburg since 
the onset of the great recession, 
Town Staff began the new year 

by reporting further significant, and argu-
ably outstanding progress on two fronts: 1) 
an ancient, elusive, and massive water leak, 
and 2: longstanding issues with the Town’s 
police rules, regulations and standing or-
ders.

 
The 300,000-Gallons Leak

With the help of the Virginia Ru-
ral Water Association the town appears to 
have found and fixed a massive and elusive 
leak in the town’s water distribution system 
that, according to first estimates, may well 
have dumped as much as 300,000 gallons 
of treated water per month into the town’s 
sewers.

 The leak, which had mystified en-
gineers and plagued the town’s financial 
auditors for years had escaped detection, 
officials said, because they were both sin-
gularly tidy and very very quiet.

 According to Kenny Reynolds, a 30-

year veteran of the Salem Virginia water 
department and now a “circuit rider” with 
VRWA, water was pouring from an ancient 
galvanized pipe, buried under 12 feet or 
more of fill dirt, off Blue Ridge Avenue, 
near the rear access to the Middleburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department.

  Purified water, Reynolds said, 
poured from the leak and instead of bub-
bling to the surface, ran directly into a sew-
er line, accessible only from a twelve-foot 
deep brick-lined “manhole.”

 From there the water ran downhill to 
a pumping station, which moved it to the 
town’s long-beleaguered waste-water treat-
ment system.

  There is was purified for a scond 
time and dumped back into the environ-
ment, presumably to feed wells, and start 
the process all over again.

 There was no evidence of the leak 
at on the surface of the ground near the fire 
station at all.

  Closer investigation of the ground 
near a creek, well below the Windy Hill 
complex adjacent to the Fire House, re-
vealed that some of the lost water may have 
wound up there. No one had apparently 
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Creighton Farms Members 
Will Love Their New Clubhouse 

Beautifully set overlooking 
the first and 18th holes of 
the Jack Nicklaus Signa-
ture golf course, Creighton 

Farms members will find the elegant 
Virginia Manor Club House that will 
soon open for members, their guests 
and families. 

As you step onto the wide 
front veranda, past the black wicker 
rockers and into the double sitting 
room, one is immediately welcomed 
into an American Classic realm of 
silk wall coverings, pale wedge-
wood blue and tobacco carpets and 
deep, recessed doorways that lead 
to the Trophy Room, The Library, 
The Grille Room,  Jack’s Bar and 
Lounge, The Billiard Room, and The 
Board Room.   

The sparkling new Pro Shop is 
just around the corner.

Graciously appointed with de-
lightful paintings, by local Artist in 
Residence Tom Neel, and fine fur-
nishings, the $11 million clubhouse 
is destined to become the heart of 
the 900-acre Creighton Farms estate.  

Close personal attention has 
been paid to every detail of the new 
clubhouse by David Southworth, 
President and CEO of Southworth 
Development, the owner and devel-
oper of Creighton Farms.  

“We want Creighton Farms 
to offer our residents, families and 
members a truly world class residen-
tial and resort community,” he ex-
plained.  ‘Soon we will open resort 
style pools, Har-Tru tennis courts 
and a sport and wellness 
center.”

“We’re delighted to be 
part of this beautiful Ameri-
can countryside, and we in-
tend to be serious stewards 
of this historic property.”

Luxuriously appointed sitting 
rooms, spa and locker rooms for 
gentlemen and ladies are located one 
floor below.  Deep Tartan carpets 
and leather furnishings welcome 
gentlemen and ladies who may relax 
in an elegant atmosphere of toasty 
bamboo, pale silks and soft beige 
interiors.

Members will also enjoy re-
serving one of nine stunning guest 
rooms on the top floor of the club-
house where one suite of rooms has 
also been provided.

Every clubhouse floor opens to 
wide stone verandas and terraces for 
optimal views of the first and eigh-
teenth holes, and the spectacularly 
preserved countryside at Creighton 
Farms.  A Certified Audubon Inter-
national Property, the estate exem-
plifies the care and respect that has 
been lavished on it by Southworth.

“Half of the total homesites at 
Creighton Farms have been sold to 
builders or residents  ,” according to 
General Manager Attila Harai.  We 
also offer splendid Villas , in The 
Nicklaus Village for residents who 
want a turn key solution or to down-
size, as well as custom built manor 
homes and enclave estates through-
out the property.

Several levels of membership 
are available at Creighton Farms.  
For more information on the Club 
at Creighton Farms, please contact 
General Manager, Mr. Harai at aha-
rai@creightonfarms.com or tele-
phone 703 957 4800.
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s policy for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. 
We encourage and support advertising and 
marketing programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtain housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to Virginia’s fair housing law which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status, handicap or intention 
to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept advertising for real estate that violates 
the fair housing law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on equal opportunity 
basis. For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint call the Virginia Fair Housing 
office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free call (888) 
551-3247. For the hearing impaired call (804) 
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Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

Middleburg
real estate 540.687.6321

White Oaks Farm, - middleburg - Now available. 60 outstaNdiNg acres 
iN the exclusive FoxcroFt area just 10 MiNutes FroM Middleburg. turNkey 
horse farm with a beautifully restored 1890’s 4 bedroom, 2 full 2 half bath 
manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard stable 
with an impressive party/hunt breakfast room, 7 paddocks with new fencing. 
2 additional dwellings.

millville rd  - middleburg - -43 acres available with goose creek 
frontage! includes 2 barns (one a 24 stall belmont, the other a 16 
stall shedrow), an income producing indoor equine swimming facility, 
and a 2 bedroom farm cottage (w a 4 br septic field). this property 
oFFers three additioNal buildiNg sites with outstaNdiNg rolliNg hill 
views, one with a rare beached bank on the serine goose creek.

millrace lane – marshall - picturesque turn-key equestrian prop-
erty on 20 acres with immaculate custom home and manicured grounds. 
mt. views, rolling acres, fenced pastures, dog kennel, guest 
house, 9 stall barn connected to indoor arena, 2 run-in/equipment 
buildings, paddock and pond also available additional 58 acres with 
workshop and creek fq7609128. this is a must see!!!

540-270-3835 $5,900,000Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399  $1,950,000ted Zimmerman

540-454-1399 $1,395,000.scOtt buZZelli

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

703-408-0719 1,450,000Wendy andreWs

dresden Farm nOW available– this beautifully maintained 125 acre 
horse farm includes a circa 1785 5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall bel-
mont barn with 8 paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
separate tack room. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond. property with potential easement 
restrictioNs.

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter Pejacsevich

tranquility rd – purcellville - beautiful stone home on almost 25 
acres Just outside of purcellville. main house 4 bedrooms,4.5 baths 
Fully FiNished baseMeNt w/FaNtastic setup. MaiN level cherry hard-
wood floors. 2 master suites main level,  enclosed breezeway to 
3 bedroom/2bath guest in law home currently rented for $2,000. 
2 car garage for each home,separate entrances, patios,porches, 3 
MiNutes to towN

703-203-9766  $1,200,000jim lemOn

keyser rd – huMe - well located iN beautiFul huMe less thaN 1 hr 
FroM dc; spectacular views. expertly reNovated with high-eNd FiN-
ishes and craftsmanship. main residence, pool w/ poolhouse, fieldstone 
hardscaping, gourmet kitchen, catering kitchen, great flow. 2 br 2 ba 
guest house, center aisle 8 stall horse stable, riding ring, virtually 
unlimited ride out. 78.58 ac in 2 parcels; addl 50.3 ac parcel available

703-606-6358 $3,445,000geOrge rOll

aldie rd – aldie -the hoMe is privately situated at the eNd oF a short 
gravel road with No through traFFic. it Features beautiFul Mature hard-
woods and terraced boxwood gardens, stone pathways and retaining 
walls. inside, this charming house boasts sun filled rooms and hard-
wood Floors throughout. coMpletely reNovated with New baths aNd 
kitchen. come enJoy it’s flagstone patio surrounded by towering oaks 
aNd blue sky…

540-270-3835 $4,450,000Peter Pejacsevich

White gOOse ln – purcellville - picturesque family home on white 
goose laNe w/lake & pool. Master MaiN w/luxurious bathrooM; gour-
Met kitcheN/FaMily rooM; Fireplace & vikiNg appliaNces. Mud rooM w/
separate lauNdry rooM aNd loo. rec-rooM & sports bar w/Fireplace. 
gym & separate playroom. expansive outdoor living space. deck, 
multiple patios, private pool w/terrace. privat boating & fishing doc. 
lo7405727.

FOxcrOss Farm, - middleburg - amazing 148+/- acre fox cross estate with 
gated entrance & stream Just 2 miles from middleburg. huge 7 bed, 7 bath 
all brick manor home w/massive room sizes and three finished levels. expan-
sive deck overlooks the pool aNd patio. wooded & opeN acreage with FeNced 
pastures, 2 barns and two guest houses. sub-dividable land not in easement

atOka PrOPerties, 
a divisiOn OF 

middleburg real estate, 
is mOving 

their Purcellville OFFice tO 
115 n 21st street, Purcellville, 

right next to nichole’s hardware. 
an Outstanding lOcatiOn 

in the heart OF 
Purcellville’s old town. 

We are all very excited. 
Please cOme and visit!

WWW.atOkaPrOPerties.cOm

OFFice: 540-338-7770 
Fax: 540-338-2248

rOkeby rd., uPPerville - Fabulous sMall FarM iN piedMoNt huNt couN-
try. 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, “in-law” or “nanny” wing, full finished 
basement walkout to pool, pond, fenced paddocks, schooling area, fab-
ulous 5 stall stable. detached 3-car garage with workshop. mature 
landscaping. fantastic location and price. convenient to middleburg, 
dulles airport and washington, dc. super for hunting box or small 
horse operatioN…

540-837-2400   $995,000anne mcintOsh 540-454-1399 $449,000 scOtt buZZelli
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P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street
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THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

HIgHfIELds

MIddLEBURg pHARMACy

Commercial C2 Zoning in Middleburg, VA.
Central Business District. Prime location.
Detached, three level, mixed use. Retail with large
display windows on main level, 3 one bedroom
apartments on upper level, fully leased. English
basement-lower level leased as workshop.
Approx. 7000 sq. ft. Stone building, with 4
parking spaces.                                   $1,700,000

Rebecca poston (540) 771-7520

EdgECLIff

stOvER MILL

Restored historic cottage on 20 acres in
charming Little Georgetown. Conveniently
located just east of  The Plains, easy access to
D.C. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, hardwood floors,
exposed stone. Protected views in a lovely
setting. Barn, run in sheds and fenced
paddocks In Conservation Easement. $775,000

Emily Ristau (540)878-1909

gULICk MILL

Nearly 60 acres of  land with app. 1/3 of  a mile of
Goose Creek frontage!! 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath 2 level
home with swimming pool, separate 1 Bedroom, 1
Bath guest home with unfinished log wing. Great
location just off  of  Sycolin Road, just minutes
from shops and restaurant. Currently under
County Conservation Easement.

$2,300,000
Barrington Hall (540)454-6601

COLtsfOOt

Stunning contemporary. country house on 22.99 acres
tucked10 mins. west of  Warrenton. 2004 Renovation &
Upgrades of  all HVAC, appliances, roof  & external
factory painted siding. Attic converted to 3rd floor
Master Bedroom & sitting room with private balconies.
2011 renovation of  three baths from floor to ceiling &
whole interior painted. Board fenced pastures w/barn,
run-in shed, dressage arena, pond & creek.        $699,000

susie Ashcom (540)729-1478

pREsQU’IsLE

Circa 1815s Used as Civil War Headquarters
sSited on a knoll over the Hazel River sRestored
to its original elegance sOrnate Plaster and Carved
Mantels sFlemish Bond 20” thick brick wallss 2
Stables s135 acressSeveral Tenant Houses
sAcreage is made up of  very rich soils and is being
leased and actively farmed by a local dairyman.

$1,965,000
susie Ashcom (540)729-1478

AspEn HILL COttAgE

Just 2 ½ miles west of  the village of  Middleburg, and on
a quiet lane in the Aspen Hill neighborhood s Lovely 3
Bedroom 2 Full Bath, 2 ½ Bath home on just over 2 acres
s Master Bedroom on main level s Hardwood, tile and
carpeted floors s Brick Fireplace sCrown Molding
s Vaulted ceilings s Tray ceiling s Extensive Landscaping
s Storage Shed s Private Deck s Attached 2 Car Garage
s Full Basement   $505,800

Barrington Hall (540)454-6601

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

146 acres near the village of  Rectortown with excellent
road frontage along both Rectortown & Crenshaw
Roads. Ideally situated in heart of  Piedmont Fox Hounds
hunt country s Lush open fieldssStone walls sPond
sSweeping views of  both the Blue Ridge & Cobbler
Mountains s One house may be built on a pre-selected
site near pond, 5 Bedroom conventional perc s Land in
VOF Conservation easement.                          $2,400,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Upperville- Spectacular custom built home on 50
acres with gorgeous mountain views. Open floor
plan includes 1st Floor Master Bedroom, Den, Living
room, Chef ’s Kitchen, Sunroom, 3 Fireplaces, 3
bedrooms on 2nd  level, full walk-out basement
Heated pool, lovely terraces and enclosed courtyard.
Two-car garage with one bedroom apartment above.                                                       

$3,250,000
Cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

COM
M

ERCIA
L

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

William E. Kirk, 
the son of the late 
Norman E. Kirk 
Sr. and Annie 

Shipman Kirk, died January 
15, 2012 at Inova Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. 

Born on December 4, 
1927.  Mr. Kirk served his 
country in the United States 
Army in WWII.

He was predeceased by 
his brother Norman E. Kirk 
Jr., his sister, Virginia Fesler. 
and by his sons, William E. 

Kirk Jr. and Anthony Neff.
He is survived by his 

brother Philip Kirk of Ber-
ryville, Virginia and his sis-
ters Joyce Dwyer of  Leesburg, 
Virginia and Lucy Henderson 
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
He is also survived by chil-
dren Billie Kirk-Munday, of 
Purcellville  Jeffery Neff of 
Prospect; and Teresa Neff, 
Purcellville; as well as many 
nieces and nephews and five 
loving grandchildren.

William E. Kirk

The Board of Directors of 
Oatlands Historic House 
and Gardens has announced 
the election of Michael J. 

O’Connor of Leesburg as its new 
Chairman.

O’Connor, although never 
having lost his Chicago accent, has 
been in Loudoun County for over 
thirty years and is actively involved 
in many civic activities in Leesburg 
and Loudoun County. 

As one of the founders and co-
chairs of the Downtown Improve-
ment Association, O’Connor spear-
headed many of the changes the 
Town of Leesburg will undergo over 
the next few years.   He is a spon-
sor of Leesburg’s First Night and has 

been active on the Oatlands Board of 
Directors for eight years; he is on the 
Board of Governors for Middleburg 
Hunt,  is a Board member of the for-
mer Cross Roads; and he has been 
a Board Director of the Virginia 
League of Conservation Voters. 

Active politically, he has par-
ticipated, in a bi-partisan manner, 
in many Loudoun County elections.  
He was recognized as the 2010 
Business Leader of the Year by the 
Loudoun Democratic Party. 

O’Connor is committed to 
building the local economy and 
is a local business owner himself.  
Through Kingdom Enterprise, his 
Leesburg real estate company, he is 
involved in many Leesburg down-
town businesses.  All of the proper-
ties he owns are rented and are house 
successful, vibrant and meaningful 
businesses.  

He is also owner of The Palio 
Ristorante Italiano in downtown 
Leesburg which has sponsored 
events for the Loudoun Symphony, 
Leesburg Airport, The Leesburg 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and many 
other civic organizations. 

O’Connor is also the Owner 
and CEO of Facilities Solutions 
Group in Reston, Virginia providing 
services to corporate and Federal 
government entities and to the intel-
ligence community.

For additional information 
about Oatlands, please telephone 
703-777-3174 or visit www.oat-
lands.org.

Oatlands Elects 
Michael J. O’Connor 
Chairman of the Board 

The Mosby Heritage 
Area Association 
presented its annual 
Heritage Hero Awards 

to long-time preservation-
ists Janet G. Whitehouse and 
Hope Porter on Wednesday, 
December 14, 2011, at the 
National Sporting Library in 
Middleburg.

“I can’t think of any-
one more deserving of this 
award that Janet Whitehouse 
and Hope Porter,” said Childs 
Burden, Heritage Association 
President. “Both of these for-

midable women have worked 
selflessly for decades to help 
preserve our special area of 
the country.”

Mrs. Whitehouse was 
a founding member of the 
Mosby Heritage Area Associ-
ation 1995, and served on its 
Board of Directors for many 
years.

Hope Porter founded and 
served for many years as Di-
rector of Citizens for Fauquier 
County and played a promi-
nent role in work of the Pied-
mont Environmental Council.

Whitehouse and 
Porter Honored as 
“Heritage Heroes’
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“Three Latin words
mean everything to me.

And might mean
something to you. ”

My guiding principal is my college fraternity motto:
Honor super omnia, which means “Honor Above All.”

After decades with top-level accounting firms, I’ve started my own.
I’d like to explain more about our ultimate personal service

for successful individuals. Call or email me. Today.
We’re an accounting firm that’s accountable.

540-338-1241 (Office) • tony.hudimac@hudimaccpa.com

--Tony HudimacFrom early planning 
to the family dinner,
we pride ourselves on being the 
single point of contact for your home 
improvement. BOWA transforms 
houses into homes™ through the design 
and construction of luxury renovations 
and additions. As your single point of 
accountability, we execute and manage 
the entire design and construction 
process and client experience. 
Combined with our expertise and 
culture of Heroic Customer Service, 
this allows us to provide our clients 
with the best in service, craftsmanship 
and value. So, when you have a project 
of any size in mind, call BOWA first.

Renovate
BEFORE

youryourLifestyle

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771
Gregg A. Helvey, DDS

Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry
14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117

Office: (540) 687-5855
www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

One need only read the 
charming, heartfelt, 
handwritten letter from 
Melvina to the Cherry 

Blossom Breast Cancer Founda-
tion to understand the magnitude 
of the good works this organiza-
tion makes possible.  

Established in memory of 
Cheryl Clayton Atkins by her hus-
band, James, and three Middleburg 
women , the foundation concluded 
its 2011 fund raising initiatives by 
awarding over $100,000 in grants 
to help women in Loudoun and 
Fauquier Counties prevent and 
respond to a diagnosis of breast 
cancer.

“At the end, when she was 
very ill, Cheryl asked me to please 
educate women about, and help 
women with, breast cancer.  So 
many women simply do not have 
mammograms, and often, after a 
frightening diagnosis, they cannot 
afford to have the treatment they 
need,” Atkins explained.

“From an early age, her fam-
ily called Cheryl, ‘Cherry Blos-
som,’ because of her sparkling 
personality, so every time the or-
ganization we named for her raises 
enough money to help, it’s as if 
the help was coming directly from 
her.  I know she would love that, 
and I do too,” he said.

Atkins’ personal experience 
spurs him onward to increase the 
Foundation’s funding every year.  
Cherry Blossom Foundation has 
raised and donated more than 
$260,000 since it was founded 
five years ago. “But our goal is to 
raise $200,000 every year to sup-
port our mission,” he emphasized.

“We have a tremendous 
board of directors with officers 
that include Mary Jo Jackson, 
who lives with breast cancer, and 
Lizanne Driskill, daughter of the 
late Nanette White,” Atkins em-
phasized, “We also have corporate 
partners and supporters who have 
been wonderful, including the girls 
at Foxcroft School, Middleburg 
Bank, Applied Knowledge Group,  
Panera Bread, and many, many 
others. The community supports 
the foundation and we know we 
are doing work that is  needed and 
appreciated.”

“Our mission is to detect, 
treat, educate, and eliminate breast 
cancer in Loudoun and Fauquier 
Counties,” Atkins continued.  “We 
are determined to ensure that ev-
ery woman in our area under-
stands how important a mammo-
gram is and to ensure that she has 
the care needed thereafter.” 

2011 Cherry Blossom grants 
were awarded to Inova Loudoun 

Hospital, Fauquier Hospital, 
Georgetown Lombardi Cancer 
Center, Blue Ridge Hospice, Cast-
ing for the Cure, 3B’s Foundation, 
Loudoun Breast Health Network, 
Loudoun Community Health Cen-
ter, and the Tigerlily Foundation.

“We hope to see our support-
ers April 30th at the Cherry Blos-
som Golf Tournament at Creigh-
ton Farms in Aldie, and, as always, 
we invite them to walk or run with 
us in late September at the Cher-
ry Blossom Walks in Leesburg, 
Middleburg and Warrenton.”

2012 will be a big year for 
the Cherry Blossom Foundation, 
according to Atkins.  The organi-
zation that has helped more than 
500 local women to date hopes to 
double that in the very near future. 

“We want every woman in 
Loudoun and Fauquier Counties 
to know that we can and will help 
them understand and deal with 
breast cancer.  We will not stop 
until we have achieved that.”

For more information about 
how you can help the women of 
the area through the foundation, 
please visit www.cherryblossom-
breastcancerfoundation.org.

Cherry Blossom Foundation 
Provides Critical Breast Cancer Help 
for Loudoun and Fauquier Women

Distinguished and varied 
works of art will fill the 
Middleburg Community 
Center on Friday Feb-

ruary 24th, in an unprecedented 
auction of original artwork from 
our community’s best local artists.  
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. for this 
fundraiser, which will benefit the 
Middleburg Montessori School.

“It is always impressive when 
so many artists come together to 
support a worth-while cause like this 
one,” offered Bradley Stevens, one 
of our country’s leading realist 
painters.  Stevens, a former faculty 
member at both George Washington 
University and Georgetown Univer-
sity, is donating a private drawing 
lesson in portraiture to the winning 
bidder.ver fifteen artists will par-
ticipate in the event, including the 
craftsmen of Plank and Nickel fur-
niture.  The auction will showcase 
the art of Misia Broadhead-Barham, 
Anthony Barham, Kim Basinger, 
Armand Cabrera, Hwa Craw-
ford, Mikel Diaz, Richard Dimon, 
Charles Matheson, Lilla Ohrstrom, 
Dana Lee Thompson, Dana Volkert, 
Henry Wingate and Cathy Zimmer-
man, among others.  

Armand Cabrera, known 
for his alla prima work—paint-
ings completed in one sitting in the 
studio or outdoors—has donated 
“Farmhouse,” a stunning 8x10 oil 
on linen.  Armand, a former Cali-
fornia-based production artist in the 
entertainment industry, brings his 
eye for detail to his exquisite land-
scapes. His work has been featured 

in International Artist Magazine and 
American Art Collector.  

The Virginia countryside is 
also featured prominently in the 
work of Hwa Crawford, a juried 
plein-air artist, one who paints “in 
the open air” or outdoors. Originally 
from Korea, Crawford’s love of the 
Virginia landscape is captured in her 
tranquil paintings.

The natural world, isolated 
and enlarged, is the abstract contri-
bution of local artist Dana Volkert.  
Her compelling work has been ex-
hibited in galleries worldwide and is 
a must for the modern collector.

Flying airplanes for the Navy 
was artist Henry Wingate’s first 
career.  Wingate is best known for 
his classic oil portraits and his tradi-
tional representational works of art, 
approaches he studied in ateliers, or 
working studios.  An award winning 
artist, Wingate has been featured in 
American Artist and Portrait High-
lights magazines.

Also included in the auction 
are handcrafted, reclaimed wood 
furniture from the designers at Plank 
& Nickel.  Two beautiful live-edge 
modern benches will be among the 
offerings.

Many of these artists have 
websites and collectors, both expe-
rienced and new, are encouraged 
to explore the work of these artists 
online.

The public is invited to this 
open event.  Barrel Oak Winery will 
provide wine to bidders and guests 
alike.  Delicious hors d’oeuvres 
from Julien’s on Washington Street 
will add to the French Cuisine Am-
bience.

“We are thrilled to be part-
nering with these talented artists,” 
explained BethAnn Slater, Head of 
School of Middleburg Montessori.  
“Ultimately, we are all coming to-
gether to benefit the children in our 
community.” 

For information about the 
event please contact Tara McIntosh 
at 703-473-3996.

Art Auction Benefits 
Middleburg Montessori Bill Couzens

The time has come to shift the 
so-called War on Cancer from 
a cure-focus to one of reduc-
ing cancer risks, writes Bill 

Couzens, Less Cancer founder, in a re-
cent blog post. For 40 years now, billions 
of dollars have been spent to research a 
possible cancer cure, yet little attention 
has been paid to reducing cancer risks.

The war on cancer must include 
the search for prevention in a real way, 
through action. We have more cancer 
now than ever before---not less. 

Beginning with Nixon’s War on 
Cancer in 1971, cancer cure fundraisers 
have proliferated.  While those efforts are 
appreciated, those efforts, more attention 
must paid to how people live their lives 

and to striking down the causes of cancer. 
This reduction of risk focus means that 
people will have to live their lives differ-
ently.

That change includes radically al-
tering our priorities. As a culture, we have 
looked the other way as profit rose above 
human health and the environment.

Cancer has essentially become 
an expected stage of life. Startling sta-
tistics indicate that between 1975 and 
2004,  increased incidences of primary 
brain cancer  have increased nearly 40 
percent, while leukemia has increased 
over 60 percent among children 14 years 
and younger. (Children’s Environmental 
Health Center-Mount Sinai). 

The work to reduce cancer risks 
also provides an opportunity to address 
other public health issues that may in-

clude diseases such as Obesity or Asth-
ma.

Other than the human toll, can-
cer’s economic pressure is astounding. 
The worldwide cancer cost burden was 
$895 billion in 2008. (Lancet Oncology).

The time to begin a new fight 
against cancer, before it starts, is long 
past, Now, we all must make up for lost 
time.

The U.S. Congress has recog-
nized our work to reduce cancer risks 
which includes Less Cancer launching 
the National Cancer Prevention Day, 
which Michigan and Virginia will recog-
nize on February 4th.

To read Couzens’ blog, please 
visit: http://lesscancer.blogspot.
com/2011/12/look-at-cancer-prevention.
html

Less Cancer Founder 
Takes a Look at  Cancer Prevention

Mark Dewey

Where I live now, 
the Blue Ridge 
isn’t very high. 
Snickers Gap and 

Ashby Gap are just 1,000 feet, 
and the ridge between them 
rises only half again that high. 
But it has impressive separat-
ing powers. The other day, 
when I left my house on the 
western slope at dawn, the sky 
was clear and starry and the air 
was cold and dry. It hurt your 
ears. A mile and a half east of 
my house, where Route Seven 
crosses Snickers Gap, the en-
tire Loudoun Valley opens un-
der your gaze, and that day it 
was full of cream, north and 
south as far as you could see, a 
white lake. I held my breath as 
we descended into it. 

Modest as the mountain 
is, it still seems to separate the 
east from the west culturally 
as well as atmospherically. 
When I lived on the eastern 
slope, I bought bread and milk 
in Purcellville and looked to 
Leesburg for sophisticated 
needs. Now that I live on the 
western slope, I keep a PO box 

in Berryville, and I’m addicted 
to the masaman curry at Win-
chester Thai. You’d think that 
it was hard to get a thought to 
go across the mountain. You’d 
think the mountain had a spe-
cial kind of gravity that made 
thoughts flow in the same di-
rection as water.

When I moved from one 
side of the mountain to the 
other, I realized that culture 
is a function of place, both 
specific to it and determined 
by it--as specific as a couple 
of miles, whose minor differ-
ences have great determining 
power. That became clear to 
me when I learned the story 
of a cultural event that takes 
place down the road every 
year. 

It started like this: In the 
old days the postal service 
wouldn’t deliver on the rugged 
western slope, so people had 
to row across the Shenandoah 
every Sunday to get their mail 
at John Miller’s farm. They 
came after Sunday services, 
where they had sung gospel 
music with friends, and they 
brought the pleasure of song 
and communion down the side 
of the mountain with them. 
They also brought the fiddles 
and guitars they’d  played in 
church, and after collecting 
their mail they took up those 
instruments again to play a 
faster kind of song. A banjo 
appeared, and a dobro--Friday 
and Saturday instruments. And 
then strangers started coming, 
for the music, not their mail. 

“One day my dad drove 
down to Richmond and talked 
to Carlton Haney, who was 
a promoter and manager,” 
John Miller, Jr. told me, “and 
the next day the Carter Fam-
ily came and sang right over 
there.” That was 1945. Now 
the Watermelon Park Music 
Festival has evolved into an 
annual event that lasts for three 
days and attracts many of the 
world’s best bluegrass players. 
Last September there were 18 
bands, including Ralph Stan-
ley and Bruce Molsky.

Why is it, I wonder to-
day, that I didn’t know any of 
that until I moved over the top 
of the mountain?

I’d like to think of this 
column as an effort to pick the 
mountain up and hold it in the 
air, so the separated thoughts 
and waters of a common cul-
ture can flow back together.  
The two sides of the mountain 
aren’t exactly the same place, 
but they’re more alike than 
different, and together they 
produce a culture of extraordi-
nary richness.  We are lucky, 
wealthy people.

Mark Dewey is the edi-
tor of The Shenandoah Press, 
a new, non-profit news source 
based in Berryville.  The 
Middleburg Eccentric and the 
Shenandoah Press have cre-
ated a news alliance to better 
serve our readers.  Please visit 
www.ShenandoahPress.org.  

Discovering a 
Culture of Place
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News of Note

For thousands of years, nee-
dlepoint has fascinated cre-
ative individuals who love 
to have something to do with 

their hands while thinking, sitting, 
listening and planning.  Fortunately 
for everyone in Hunt Country, Sta-
cey Norris has opened a splendid 
new needlepoint shop called Stitch 
that would make an Egyptian stitcher 
swoon with envy.

Located in the heart of 
Middleburg at 112 Washington 
Street, the thoroughly elegant shop 
welcomes customers to an environ-
ment that closely resembles a pretty 
sitting room, or intriguing art gallery.  
The only difference is that the art on 

the walls is needlepoint canvases of 
all kinds.

Positioned perfectly on flat 
black walls, there is a canvas to ro-
mance the tradionalist, the amateur 
and the expert.  Stacy understands 
perfectly where she is, and there are 
charming dogs, horses, and polo can-
vases to stitch.  But you will also find 
Beatrice Potter rugs for children’s 
rooms, floral pieces of all kinds, 
sports cars, ballet slippers, fire trucks, 
puppies, Louboutin shoes, Hermes 
dog collars and Chanel iPod covers.

Among the services Stitch of-
fers are custom designs and finish-
ing for customers who simply do not 
have time to stitch.

“The first weekend we 
opened, a wonderful mix of delight-
ful customers stopped by,” Stacey 
explained.  “So many young people 
love to needlepoint now, I began 
when my grandmother taught me 
when I was a child, and I’ve loved it 
ever since.”

The stylish young shop keeper, 
who looks as if she might have just 
finished walking down the runway at 
a Michael Kors show, is thoroughly 
enthusiastic about the art of needle-
point.

“Many don’t realize that nee-
dlepoint was found in the Cave of 
the Pharoah that was discovered by 
Howard Carter of Tutankamen fame,  
But there have been so many famous 
needlepointers,” she said.

“Mary Queen of Scots, Marie 
Antoinette, Queen Elizabeth I, Prin-
cess Grace and Martha Washington 
are among those we know about, but 
men needlepoint too.  Rosey Grier, 
the famous football player published 
a book about his love for the art.”

Also available at Stitch is a 
beautiful array of wool, silk and cot-
ton to choose from with the new me-
tallic and alpaca threads very much 
in evidence.  Stacey will custom or-
der any thread her customer desires.

“Although I grew up in Vien-
na, Virginia, I have always loved the 
Middleburg area,” Stacey continued.  
“I’m so very happy to open my shop 
here.  It will be my great pleasure to 
help needlepointers in this area and 
to teach many others who do not yet 
know how much enjoyment they 
will receive by stitching.”

Please visit Stacey’s new shop 
at www.taigon.com/shops/stitch, Or 
telephone 540 687 5990.

A New ‘Stitch’ for 
Hunt Country Needlepointers

Needlepoint is back in 
Middleburg!

• Handpainted canvases
• Fibers

• Home Accessories
If you don’t needlepoint....we’ll can do it for you!

Telephone 540.687.5990
112 W. Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117

www.stitchneedlepoint.com • info@stitchneedlepoint.com

Finding Joy Through Change

 Where: Transformational Healing 
  2 South Hamilton Street, Middleburg, Va
 When: Monday, Nov. 7 & 14, and Dec. 5 & 12
 Time: 7:00 – 7:45 pm
 Cost: FREE
These FREE classes are meant to be an 
introduction to energy work for those that are 
curious about this type of healing modality. 
There will be a 15 minute talk about energy 
work and a 20 minute Q & A period.

PHONE 703-966-7620
EMAIL cindy@transform-heal.com
MAIL  P.O. Box 2277 • Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE  2 South Hamilton Street • Middleburg, VA

The Transformational Healing of Energy Work
How energy work can help you transform your life

The Transformational Healing of Energy Work
How energy work can help you transform your life

Do you feel stuck?  

Would you like to re-find 
your joy, inspiration  
& passion for life?

Do you feel stuck?  

Would you like to re-find 
your joy, inspiration  
& passion for life?

nan knisley designs        interior design       middleburg, va  

703.598.0492
www.nanknisleydesigns.com

We would like to welcome Allie to 
our family, and the surrounding 
communities! Please call to book 

your new do’ for the new year!

a salon
540-687-6020

10 N. Pendleton Street • Middleburg, VA 20117

No visit to Middleburg is 
complete without brows-
ing along Washington 
Street, and very soon, 

shoppers of all ages and style persua-
sions will thoroughly enjoy strolling 
around Washington Street Collect-
ibles, Laurel Ulrich’s fascinating new 
shop that will open by Valentine’s 
Day.

The range and depth of her 
collection of antiques and fascinating 
decorative pieces is totally seductive 
with many beautiful Japanese and 
Chinese pieces balanced by evidence 
of her love of Western cowboy and 
the early American periods.

“I’ve always loved design,” 
mused the tall, blond first-time retail-
er.  “My husband, Joe, and I are in-
veterate shoppers and we finally de-
cided that opening a shop was really 
the logical solution to our passion.”

Whether you absolutely must 
have a beautiful period Mahjong 
table or someone you dearly love 
would be thrilled to have a Comet 
Ranch sign from the early West, 
you will definitely find something 
to intrigue your fancy at Washington 
Street Collectables.

Three porcelain statues of 
Japanese wise men sit thoughtfully 
near a stunning hammered metal 
console side table, and there will be 
silver, china and Militaria to delight 
the most discriminating collector.

A pretty turn-of-the-century 
oval desk, an incredible 18” square 
silver chest for storage of a major 
collection with its original ballasts 
covered with forest green velvet 
and a small Edwardian wing back 
chair covered in plaid silk moiré that 
could have lived happily in Sherlock 
Holmes’ sitting room all combine to 
create an atmosphere of history and 
heritage.

“Our price points will allow 
shoppers and collectors to find some-
thing in every price range here,” 

Laurel says.  “There is nothing more 
frustrating that being in a shop that 
has beautiful things, but learning 
quickly that you simply cannot af-
ford to buy.”

“Our prices will attract the 
youngest collectors setting up their 
first home and we will definitely ca-
ter to the discerning collector who 
is always searching for the missing 
piece in their collection.”

A twelve-panel, black lac-
quered Japanese screen with cherry 
blossoms, egrets and water lilies will 
certainly not last long, but passers 
by have already been asking if they 
might purchase the pair of metal 
greyhounds by the door or the paint-
ed wagon a Washington, D.C. used 
100 years ago that is sitting in the 
window.

“I love the 1923 Tinsley oil 
of an old west sheriff reigning in his 
horse,” Laurel said smiling.  “But I 
love everything here.  I only hope 
everyone in Hunt Country will find 
something they love too.”

Please stroll by Washington 
Street Collectibles when you are next 
in the Village, and make a note to 
stop in by Valentines Day. Located 
across the street from the Middleburg 
Bank.

Washington Street Collectibles 
the Perfect Place for A Shopper’s Prowl

Fun Days @ Foxcroft, an excit-
ing new day camp with a va-
riety of programs for a range 
of ages, invites all interested 

families to a Summer Preview  on 
Sunday, February 26 from 1:00-4:00 
pm. 

The Summer Preview, which 
will offer prospective campers and 
their families the opportunity to tour 
the campus and meet staff mem-

bers, will be held at the Athletic/Stu-
dent Center of Foxcroft School. The 
School is located four miles north of 
Middleburg, on Foxcroft Road.

Fun Days @ Foxcroft will of-
fer five one-week sessions, beginning 
July 9 and running through August 
10. The core program, Fun Days 
Camp, is a traditional summer camp 
program for ages 5-12. Specialty 
camps for youngsters up to 15 years 

old focusing on riding, tennis, theater, 
lacrosse, aquatics, and engineering are 
also available in the mornings. Ex-
tended care – “Camp OT” --starting at 
7:00 am and running to 6:00 pm, and 
transportation from convenient loca-
tions are available as well.

For more information, please 
visit our website at www.foxcroft.
org or call Foxcroft School at 
540.687.4553. 

Fun Days at Foxcroft Summer Preview
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suspected that the marshy ground 
near the creek was the result of any-
thing other than natural processes.

The 300,000-Gallon Cost

The primary direct cost of the 
leak, estimated at 300,000 gallons 
a month, 900,000 gallons a quarter, 
or 3.6 million gallons a year, has 
been, of course, the cost of purifying 
the water for consumption before it 
leaked and then purifying again, for 
release into the environment.

 To that should be added the 
cost, mechanical,  financial and en-
vironmental, of constantly pumping 
and throwing away millions of gal-
lons of well water.

 Water rates in Middleburg are 
currently $42.36 for the first 2,000 
gallons; $14.94 for each 1,000 gal-
lons thereafter. 

As for most small, rural com-
munities with their own systems, 
Middleburg’s rates are predictably 
higher than for larger communi-
ties due, among other things, to the 
town’s smaller customer base over 
which to spread operating costs.  

Rates are also affected by 
water leaks, aging water meters that 
tend to slow down over time, and 
billing accuracy, all problems exacer-
bated in a town with infrastructure as 
old as Middleburg, with a population 
barely approaching 700 people.  

Middleburg according to Town 
Administrator Semmes,  has made 
it a priority this year to address the 
unaccounted for water loss problem 
in earnest and in a systematic com-
prehensive way, including the water 
leak detection study by VRWA, ini-
tiating a meter replacement program, 
and updating the town’s utility billing 
software.

In Middleuburg user fees, as a 
rule, pay for running and maintain-
ing the water distribution and waste 
water treatment systems and debt 
service.  Capital improvements, on 
the other hand, are generally funded 
by availability and connection  fees, 

proffers by developers (like Sala-
mander), grants and loans.

Fixing the great  leak should, 
at the very least,  reduce processing 
costs which, by some estimates may 
have accounted for as much as 15% 
of the well water treated by the town.

Council member Mark Sny-
der, Council’s chief liaison with the 
Utilities staff, noted that the Town 
had been worried about the condi-
tion of the Town’s water systems for 
years, but all too often had neither 
the data, nor the money to do much 
about them. 

The town had little choice, 
he noted but to approach problems 
piecemeal, by addressing emergen-
cies, and making such other im-
provements as grants, fees, and other 
funding made  possible.

As data collection and report-
ing moved beyond Snyder’s first 
DOS-based spreadsheets, concerns 
rose.

The Town’s auditors began 
reporting significant differences be-
tween the amount of water pumped 
and purified, and the amount of water 
billed to the town’s citizens and busi-
nesses.  

To address the billing side of 
that equation, the Town, this year, is 
at last replacing its old DOS-based 
billing software with updated Win-
dows-based software.

Leaks also appear to have mul-
tiplied or become worse over time. 
As many were fixed as the town 
could find and afford to fix.   Wa-
ter mains on Liberty and Hamilton 
Streets, for example,  were replaced 
in 2005 and on W. Marshall and N. 
Madison Streets in 2010.

VRWA’S Reynolds used high 
tech listening devices to eventually 
discover the great 300,000 gallon 
leak, moving from valve to valve and 
pipe to pipe along the system.

Even then, he said, it would 
have been difficult if not impossible 
to pinpoint the loss without the help 
of Town staff, especially Mainte-
nance Supervisor Marvin Simms and 

Charlie Triplett of Loudoun Water
The Virgina Rural Water Asso-

ciation is a private, non-profit orga-
nization “whose voting members are 
small municipal and rural water and 
wastewater systems across the state.”

Town Administrator Semmes 
and the Council are pleased with the 
progress made so far this year on the 
unaccounted for water issue.   Ac-
cording to Semmes, they are “com-
mitted to continuing to address the 
issue from all angles with whatever 
resources they can muster with the 
hope of making the utility system 
as efficient as possible  to minimize 
costs to its customers.”

New Rules for 
Middleburg’s  Police Force

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes told the Eccentric on Janu-
ary 19 that a first draft of the long-
awaited re-write of the Middleburg 
Police Department’s Rules, Regula-
tions and Standing Orders would be 
presented to Town Council at its last 
Thursday work session in January.  
Copies could not made available to 
the Eccentric before press time,  
Semmes noted, because she was 
loathe to release them to the public 
before members of Council had had 
an opportunity to read and review 
them.

The new rules were reportedly 
drafted by Middleburg’s new Police 
Chief, Bill Klugh with the assistance 
of the Town Administrator, who had 
already collected and distributed 
a small collection of comparable 
documents from small-town Police 
departments across the state.  Chief 
Klugh is well known, within the state 
and nationally, as an expert on com-
munity policing.

Pressure to review, revise, and 
in some cases adopt for the first time, 
rules and regulations governing how 
policemen in Middleburg interact 
with citizens and visitors arose im-
mediately after the co-founder and 
Editor-in-Chief of the Middleburg 

Eccentric was, deliberately lured into 
a well-planned, very public, well-
publicized and humiliating arrest on 
November 30, 2010.

Falsely charged with fraud, in 
an amount totaling less than $9,000, 
the Eccentric Editor, a 67-year old 
grandmother and community leader, 
was lured to her daughter’s restau-
rant under false pretences at the 
height of the 2010 Christmas session 
and once there, surprised, arrested, 
handcuffed, and paraded down Fed-
eral Street in a cold misting rain by a 
contingent of no less than five well-
armed policemen, including the for-
mer Middleburg Chief of Police.

Pictures of the arrest appeared 
the next day on the front page of the 
Loudoun Times Mirror, which paid 
$200 for pictures taken by a photog-
rapher who had been alerted to the 
date, place and time of the arrest.  

Court testimony and his own 
emails later revealed Middleburg’s 
former Chief of Police had played a 
major role in the set up and execution 
of the arrest and had himself leaked 
the time, date and place of the pend-
ing arrest, contrary to State Police 
guidelines.

At December, 2010, regular 
meeting of Middleburg Town Coun-
cilthe Publisher of the Eccentric pub-
licly submitted a formal complaint 
and  a series of questions about the 
Town’s guidelines (or lack of them) 
governing police conduct in such 
cases.

Subsequent investigation by 
the Eccentric revealed significant in-
consistencies in the rules governing 
the Middleburg Police Department, 
including serious flaws in the depart-
ment’s chain of command. (No one, 
for example, really knew to whom 
the Police Chief reported)

On March 11, 2011, the Town 
announced that its former Police 
Chief, Steve Webber, would resign, 
effective June 28.

Just over two weeks later, at 
it’s March 24, 2011 work session, 
Council requested that Town Admin-

istrator Semmes, Vice Mayor Dar-
lene Kirk, Council Member Bundles 
Murdock, and the Police Chief at the 
time, Steve Webber, “develop rec-
ommendations to clarify and expand 
the existing policies regarding the su-
pervision of the Police Chief position 
and other police officers.”

After nearly a year the depart-
ment’s chain of command has been 
clarified (the Chief reports directly to 
the Town Administrator) and a new 
Chief has been hired.

The draft guidelines presented 
on January 26, 2012,  will, however, 
represent the Town’s first formal re-
ply to the questions lodged by the Ec-
centric in December, 2010.

According to Town officials 
the draft  general orders and special 
orders will cover three key topics:   
Arrest Procedures, Use of Force, and 
Prisoner Care-Transport.

At the January regular ses-
sion of Council Chief Klugh did not 
mention his forthcoming guidelines, 
but reported that “December was 
“a good month”, with “crime num-
bers being consistent with the past – 
meaning they were low.”  

He further advised Council 
that his officers have “completed 
their annual fire arms qualification 
and use-of -force training,”  presum-
ably consistent with the draft guide-
lines scheduled for presentation on 
January 26..

Other News

At its January meeting Coun-
cil unanimously approved a resoltu-
tion of appreciation for the work of 
all those involved in the Town’s 2011 
“Christmas inMiddleburg” celebra-
tions.

Mayor Davis announced that 
theMiddleburg Library Advisory 
Board would now be sending written 
reports, unless there was something 
special upon which they wanted to 
report. 

Stacy Sheets, Marketing 
Communication Manager for Visit 
Loudoun, appeared before Council 
to present their latest video, featur-
ing the Mosby Heritage Area Asso-
ciation’s Director of Education, Rich 
Gillespie. Visit Loudoun, she noted, 
“has produced over forty videos 
showcasing Loudoun County, one of 
which earned an Emmy Award. “

Janet Clarke, the newly elected 
Blue Ridge District representative to 
the Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors appeared before Council 
and expressed her pleasure and hon-
or at being elected. She was, she said, 
“elected to serve the people”; that she 
was looking forward to working with 
Council, and that it shou.d consider 
her “at its disposal.”

Town Administrator Semmes 
announced that she is already deep 
into the annual budgeting process 
and would have “something for 
Council’s review” during its Febru-
ary work session.

Middleburg’s Economic 
Development Coordinator, Cindy 
Pearson announced a new event:  a 
Winter Sale to be held throughout the 
town on February 18 & 19.   It wold 
be similar to the Summer Sidewalk 
Sale, she said, except “merchandise 
would not be displayed on the side-
walks.”  Participating businesses 
will identify themselves on the day 
of sale by  displaying blue and white 
balloons.  

News of Note

Condé Nast Jo
hansens Award Winner:

“MOST EXCELLENT INN - 2011”

OpenTable Diner’s Choice Award Winner:

“TOP 100 BEST RESTAURANTS IN THE USA - 2011” COME SEE WHY!
Goodstone Inn & Restaurant 

has been awarded . . .
Condé Nast Johansens prestigous designation as

“Most Excellent Inn 2011- North America”
and

OpenTable Diner’s Choice Award Winner
“2011 Top 100 Best Restaurants in the USA”

A  V I S I T  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N AT I O N  R E S TA U R A N T

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM

36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table.

Like us on Facebook • Follow us on Twitter: @goodstoneinn

Goodstone Ad for Middleb. Ecc. Jan.2012_Layout 1  1/6/12  12:42 PM  Page 1

Middleburg’s 1st AnnuAl

FebruAry 18 & 19, 2012 

ultimAte

Sponsored by: The Middleburg Business & Professional Association

Please  join us for ...

CheCk the middleburg business & ProFessionAl AssoCiAtion

FACebook PAge For uPdAtes

sAturdAy 10 A.m - 5 P.m. s sundAy - hours As Posted by shoPs

look For the Winter White & blue bAlloons

At PArtiCiPAting businesses

Missing Water Found
Continued from page 1
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Bruce Smart
 

For 112 years, at year 
end the National Audubon So-
ciety has conducted a census  
of bird species and numbers, 
now by sampling in 1700 de-
fined “Circles” across the na-
tion. Volunteer counters enter 
the crisp outdoors, freed from 
holiday overindulgence and 
Redskin-related disappoint-

ments, joyfully oblivious to 
current political rancor. It’s a 
healthy, happy, useful begin-
ning for a new year.

But first, some ecologi-
cal basics. Each living spe-
cies requires habitat provid-
ing food, shelter and climate 
suitable to its particular needs. 
Changes in the makeup of 
bird populations reflect habi-

Editor’s Desk

Middleburg’s Town Staff has be-
gun the new year by delivering good 
news on two fronts.

Water

With the help of the Virginia Wa-
ter Resources Association the town ap-
pears to have both found and addressed 
the mystery of Middlburg’s “Missing 
Water,” an effort which first reports 
indicate may prevent the loss of some 
300,000 gallons of purified water a 
month from the town’s distribution sys-
tem.

What is important about this news 
is not that it took so long to address the 
problem but that it has been addressed 
at long last, as part of an ongoing and 
systematic effort to correct the system’s 
deficiencies.

Thanks . . . and congratulations.

Police

Working together, Middleburg’s 
new Police Chief, Bill Klugh, and Town 
Administrator Martha Semmes have de-
livered to Town Council draft revisions  
of critical parts of  the Middleburg Po-
lice Department’s Rules, Regulations 
and Standing Orders.  Council began 
formal consideration of the changes at 
its last work session in January.

Council and staff began to re-eval-

uate those rules and regulations after 
formal complaints about the conduct 
of the former Middleburg Police Chief 
were lodged by the Eccentric, following 
the arrest and public humiliation of the 
newspaper’s editor on November 30, 
2010, on charges that later proved to be 
unsubstantiated.

Since the events of November 30, 
2010, Town Administrator Semmes has 
been assigned personal responsibility 
for oversight of the department.  

Acting in that capacity she worked 
with Middleburg’s officers  to manage 
the force after the June 28 retirement 
of former Chief Webber, and led the 
recruitment, hiring and integration of a 
new and well-qualified Chief.  

The new Chief, Bill Klugh, in turn, 
has gotten to know the police force, 
the town, and the people he serves.  He 
has hired and trained a new officer, and 
worked with Semmes to draft rules and 
regulations that will, we hope and be-
lieve, prevent what happened on the 
streets of Middleburg on November 30 
from ever happening again.

A good start.

We look forward to both further 
progress, and unwavering dedication 
to  the oversight required to ensure that 
Middleburg enjoys both clean water and 
sound law enforcement.

2012:  
A Good Start

Christmas Bird Count
Purple

THE FINAL FOUR
Blue Notes

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Draisey 
insurance 
aGency
Post Office Box 1348
Middleburg, Virginia 20118
703-431-1730
888-752-9111 (toll free)
E-Fax: 877-761-0946
Paul@DraiseyInsurance.com

Paul C. Draisey
cic, cbia

ProtectinG your 
ProPerty, assets, anD Dreams

Auto • Home • Life • Specialty Vehicles
Complete Business Coverages

Workers Compensation • Bonds

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Feb. 10th Deadline 
for Feb. 24th Issue

540.687.3200
www.middleburgeccentric.com

Dear Editor,

Richard Engberg pro-
vided some concerns about 
uranium mining.  Let me add 
a few.

Underground miners in 
the 1940s, 50s etc developed 
cancer fron inhaling a radio-
active gas (Radon) and radio-
active dust and from handling 
their food with dusty hands.

Open pit mines will have 
radioactive dust blown down-
wind. 

In situ leaching may re-
sult in local high concentra-
tions of urnium oxide which, 
if in conjunction with carbo-
naceous material (Coal, peat 
etc) may result in an active 
reaction.  This occurred some 
millions of years ago in Afri-
can deposits of uranium ore. 
The Union of Concerned Sci-

entists couls check this out.
120 million pounds of 

ore at 2% concentration is 
equivalent to 3 million tons of 
material.  Disposal is a prob-
lem.  In the west, the residual 
ore after leaching (still radio-
active) sent dust downwind to 
sparsely settles areas.  Virgin-
ia is not sparsely settled.  To 
reduce the mound of residue, 
some was used to pave roads 
covered lightly with oil.  I 
suspect many downwind chil-
dren eventually had cancer.  
Data should be available to 
verify or dispose of this con-
jecture.

In summary mundane 
things like radioactive gas 
and dust are important to con-
sider.

George Kaplan
Haymarket, VA

Letter
tat changes, whether of natu-
ral or human origin.  Birds are 
sensitive, mobile and migra-
tory – excellent barometers of 
Earth’s environmental health.  
Audubon’s  counts provide a 
century-long picture of what 
is happening to the ecology  
of our nation, important for 
conservation planning. Homo 
sapiens cannot survive if the 
“web of life” which supports 
his species is destroyed. On 
the other hand, if homo sapi-
ens disappears, the planet will 
live on happily without him. 
It’s our choice.

For several years Pur-
ple has been responsible for 
counting in Section 11 of 
Calmes Neck Circle, centered 
on Route 7’s Shenandoah 
River crossing . Section 11 
contains about 10,000 acres 
of farmland, wetland and for-
est in the southwest corner of 
Loudoun County, a diversified 
habitat appearing superficial-
ly similar to what it was 100 
years ago. Most large farms 
are in open space easement or 
an agricultural district. Effect 
of limited new construction on 
smaller lots is partially offset 
by abandoned older houses.

Now some history: Dur-
ing those 112 years “Progress” 
happened. Roads were paved. 
Population grew. Agriculture 
became mechanized. Chemi-
cal pesticides were intro-
duced.  Bald Eagle population 

crashed around 1950, when 
DDT entered their food chain. 
Then DDT was replaced by 
less damaging insecticides; re-
cently, every count has found 
Eagles. Mechanical corn pick-
ers replaced hand picking. 
Some might decry “killing 
jobs,” others claim “improved 
productivity.” Harvesting ma-
chines spilled some corn.  Re-
sult: a multitude of Canada 
Geese now winter locally. The 
nation’s forests were cut, de-
stroying Wild Turkey habitat. 
Now, the Blue Ridge forest 
has regrown, and Turkeys are 
again numerous.

The Northern Virginia 
winter bird list totals 69 spe-
cies “regularly occurring,” and 
42 “occurring in small num-
bers”. Over the years Section 
11 has recorded all but a few, 
but the most in a single winter 
count is 54. 2012’s count team 
totaled 11, ranging from pro-
fessional naturalist Byron to 
inquisitive newcomer Carole. 
In between were four experi-
enced amateurs, two sporadic 
enthusiasts and three tolerant 
spouses. Most had done pre-
vious counts together, so the 
ambiance at mealtime was 
that of a happy reunion, mask-
ing a determination to find at 
least 50 species. To do so we 
divided into three area teams. 

The morning climax 
moment for Byron, his wife 
Valeria and Purple came at a 

large farm pond. From afar it 
seemed blanketed with Canada 
Geese. We glassed the surface. 
In with the Geese were several 
Hooded Mergansers at one 
end, and a few Black Ducks 
at the other. As we moved in 
for a closer look eight tiny 
ducks – Green Winged Teal – 
flushed. Alarmed, the whole 
pond then took off, honking. 
Byron enumerated the flight: 
350 Canadas, eight Teal, five 
Mergansers, four Blacks, two 
Mallards, and a Great Blue 
Heron. No one disputed him.

 At lunch our three teams 
combined results - 48 species. 
Then several members depart-
ed for family duties, leaving a 
cleanup team of three to scour 
likely coverts, eventually add-
ing five more species: final to-
tal 53. Ten days later I still see 
those sun-lit Canada Geese, 
circling overhead under a blue 
January sky.

 We live in a wonderful 
place, surrounded by natural 
beauty. We are its stewards, so 
that those who come after us – 
humans and a myriad of other 
creatures – may continue long 
into the future to enjoy what 
we have today. Christmas Bird 
Counts will provide informa-
tion to direct conservation ef-
forts and strengthen personal 
commitments to that end.” 
Jobs versus productivity” will 
not matter if we lose man’s 
own habitat.

Daniel Morrow

Haves, Have Nots, and the 
Last Men Standing

GINGRIGH

HAS:  Hubris and SC
	 Newt believes he is a 

“force of history,” the embodi-
ment of the best of best of Rea-
gan, Toynbee, Faulkner, Casano-
va, Demosthenes and the Pope..  
Collecting the baseball cards 
doesn’t make a man a player.

LACKS:  Honor
	 The House and two of 

Newt’s wives discovered that his 
oath was not worth the breath it 
took to swear it.  Divorce fol-
lowed.   Investigations continue.  
See Trust.

ROMNEY

HAS:  Money and NH
	 Born to wealth, Mitt 

now claims he “earned” HIS mil-
lions the hard way, “disposing” of 
assets bought on the cheap, “fixed 
up” and either mortgaged, sold 
off, or pushed over the cliff into 
bankruptcy.  You got fired.  He 
got paid.  See:  Trust, Real Estate, 
Used Cars.

LACKS: Trust
	 Two thirds or more of 

the GOP vote consistently for 
someone (anyone) but Mitt.  The 
currently passing parade of  un-
electable alternatives speaks to 
both their sincerity and their des-
peration.  See:  Used cars.

SANTORUM

HAS:  Faith and Iowa
	 Rick believes in his 

heart of heart that he has special 
insight into the mind of God and 
has been called upon by the de-
ity not only to enlighten the rest 
of us, but to pass legislation that 
will save us from our own pas-
tors, friends and families, not to 
mention science, history, technol-
ogy, and reason. 

LACKS:  Ordination
	 Who, the rest of us want 

to know,  anointed Rick as God’s 
spokesman on earth?  See Gin-
grich, Romney, Paul and the be-
atitudes.

PAUL

HAS:  Conviction
	 Ron is a true believer, 

with an heir apparent, and a hard 
core of young disciples carry-
ing dog-eared copies of Atlas 
Shrugged and Hayek’s Road to 
Serfdom.  He would rather be 
right than President.  Half that 
wish will come true.  He doesn’t 
care. 

  
LACKS:  Perspective

	 Ron still lives in a fan-
tasy world and still believes 
“government” is always “them” 
and never “us.” He forgets that 
the America to which he wants to 
“return” was never the American 
he remembers.  He will learn that 
Rand is not Rand and Then is not 
Now.   See:  History, economics, 
gold standard.
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Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Antiques

Tree Service Electricians

PrintingWine Tasting

Plumbing

Surface Blasting
Services

Septic

Gold/Silver

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

New Installations
and

Repairs

Septic

540-974-3944

MWG

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Blast Masters of Virginia

All Blast Medias
All Surfaces, 

Fire, Mold, Paint, Graffiti
Welding & Fabrications
Historical Restorations

Mobile / Shop

600 North Kent Street
Winchester, VA 22601

blastmasters@gmail.com
540.514.7511

Stephen T. Johnson

Blast Masters of Virginia

All Blast Media
All Surfaces

Welding & Fabrications
• Industrial
   Commercial

• Mobil and
   Highwork

• Structural Steel   

• Brick, Stone, Wood

• Powder Coating

• Surface 
   Coating
   Applications

• Fire, Mold,
   Paint, Graffiti

540-514-7511
blastmasters@gmail.com

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Garden

Antique
 Vintage

Industrial
and other interesting stuff

Out Back 
Antiques

Behind the Aldie Peddler
Rt. 50, Aldie, Virginia

540.341.7527

garden furnishings
ornamental and functional:

benches, tables, chairs, urns,
statuary, and other items of
interest for patio or lawn.

On the WEB and
by appointment.

www.trocadero.com/summerhill

Antique
Cast Iron

Snow Removal
W i n e s  Co n s t r u C t i o n

a n d ex C avat i o n

• Ponds  Roads 
• Riding Arenas
• Land Clearing
• Snow Removal
Free Estimates
540.270.1158

Class A Contractor

For all your dirt moving needs!

Pets

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Hunt Country Guide
Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

“Put this ad on your refrigerator. Then call
me when you want a great mortgage.”

HOLLY HOOPES
Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600

Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

S
UNTRUSTM

O
RTGAGE

Equestrian 
Paving Tar & ChipLeather Repair

Health

Mortgages

For Rent Fitness & Training

Paving

• Oct 8th  Finals for Ponies, 9am- 
Dale Crittenberger

• Oct 15th  Finals for Horses, 9am
Dale Crittenberger

Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Real Estate Firms
Finance Real Estate

Horse Shows

Help Wanted

Rein duPont

www.reindupont.com
(540) 454-3355

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

Middleburg, Virginia

Fitness Classes Offered:
Cardio    Pilates    Studio Cycling

Yoga    Zumba
Customized Pesonal Training

All Classes Taught by Certified Instructors

Studio
Personalized Fitness

22 East Washington Street, 2nd Floor
Middleburg, VA

703.409.3882

“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”
Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.

Treat yourself or a friend to a
Swedish/deep tissue 

therapeutic massage!
by Susan Grayson

Certified Massage Therapist
Former Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Middleburg
Office for 

Rent
8 North Jay St. 

1000 sq ft
Please Inquire

540-687-5300

Llewellyn Village 
Apartments

Middleburg VA

Accepting Wait List 
Applications for
2 Bedroom Homes 

to include disabled
Contact Site Manager at:

1-540-687-3402
TDD # 1-800-982-8771

M,W, F  9 – 4
Rents Income Based

This Institution is an Equal 
Housing Opportunity
Provider & Employer

                       

Veterinary Technicians 
Wanted

Expanding 24 hour Vet Hospital 
in Purcellville, Va seeks Skilled Li-
censed and experienced Asst Techs 
for FT Positions. Days, Nights and 
Weekend Shifts available. Positions 
range from Appointments, Surgical, 
Blood Bank and all offer a variety of 
exposure to interesting cases, spe-
cies and challenges. Competitive 
wages and perks for qualified appli-
cants. Email TechnicianManager@
Blueridgevets.com

Kerrigan    
Paving

End of Season Special
20% Off
Tar & Chip

Up to 50% Less Than
Black Top

Residential & Commercial
KerriganPaving.com

w h e r e  y o u  b e l o n g .

Creighton Farms, greater washington’s most extraordinary resort-lifestyle 
community, invites you to visit and learn about all the benefits of member-

ship in The Club at Creighton Farms. Schedule a visit today to experience our:

•  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus  
Signature Golf Course

•  Brand new 30,000-square-foot  
Clubhouse

•  Grille Room, Pub and Private  
Dining Room

• Club Rooms for overnight stays

• Spa Facilities

• Fitness Room with exercise equipment

• Extensive golf practice areas

•  Future plans for tennis, swimming,  
Sports & Wellness Center*

To schedule a visit and personal tour – and learn more about golf, Corporate  
or Social Memberships at Creighton Farms – please call Michael Robichaud at 
703-957-4808.

Membership is subject to application, approval, and payment of applicable fees and dues. obtain and 
carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to 
obtain a membership. *Planned amenities

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105
www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

Leather Repair Mortgages Health
“FIRST CLASS TREATMENT”

Relax. Rejuvenate. Renew.
Treat yourself or a friend to a

Swedish/deep tissue 
therapeutic massage!

Susan Grayson, C.M.T.
Certified Massage Therapist

Registered Nurse

At Massage for Life
Middleburg Physical therapy

Call 540-687-6565

Shopping

Catering
for advertising information call 540.687.3200

COUNTRY WAY 
Inspired Floral Designs & Gifts 

www.CountryWayFlowers.com 
102 W. Washington St. Middleburg, VA     540.687.3583 

 

The Shops of West Washington Street

102 W. Washington St.

Middleburg, VA

540-687-5748
www.betseyshop.com

Contemporary
Women’s
Clothing 

&
Accessories

at
Great
Prices

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

Nobel 
NielseN 
shoes

 540-687-8200 
19 east WashiNgtoN st.

NNshoes1@mac.com

 FraNchetti boNd~VaNeli
ekluNd liNeNs~sebago
crockodile haNdbags

Architect

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

For Rent
Middleburg Office Space

Upper Floor Federal Court
5 Separate Offices

3 sm. offices - $425 ea.
1 med. office - $550
1 lg. office - $650

Includes: Storage space, all 
utilities, reception area, 

kitchenette and bath.
Call Carole Miller

Armfield, Miller Ripley 
Fine Properties
540-687-2233

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS Ronald D. Jackson, DDS 

Discover a different kind of dental experience...comfort, understanding and 35 
years of expertise come together to give you the highest quality oral health care 
and a beautiful smile. Whether it’s implants, teeth whitening, orthodontics, sleep 
apnea, cosmetic or general dentistry, our experienced dental team is prepared 
and happy to meet your needs. Utilizing state of the art technology and materials 
ranging from digital x-rays, digital impressions, advanced oral cancer screening 
to email and text appointment reminders, we are able to deliver the excellent 
results in the smoothest, most efficient way. Call and you’ll know you’ve found 
the right place.

www.MiddleburgSmiles.com
204 East Federal Street 

PO Box 386 • Middleburg, VA 20118
Phone: 540-687-6363 • Fax: 540-687-6733

Robert A. Gallegos, DDS, PC

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

accredited fellow

American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry

member

Congratulations to Dr. Gallegos on 10 years in Middleburg
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Editor’s Desk

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

To My Customers . . .

 I would like to purchase your

 unwanted jewelry as well as any   

 scrap silver and gold.  

 Gold and silver prices have never 

 been higher.

 I am in a position to pay you a very 

 fair price.  Call or come by.

                
        Hope to to see you soon,

                
                

                
        (540) 687-6997  

boro pack could be graced with the 
jackpot visage of a presidential con-
tender, and he would not have to say 
a word, which in his case would be a 
big advantage.

	 In the New Age- Soft 
Drink category, the competition was 
between Pepsico and Coca Cola  (76 
vs. 103 in absolute numbers or 26% 
vs. 34% of the soft drink group). The 
order of the two companies reversed 
from 2010. Coke was able to estab-
lish a clear separation from its old-
est rival, Pepsico, which has been 
the winner for six out of the ten last 
years.  Warren Buffett is bullish on 
Coca Cola management and maybe 
with reason given Coke’s surge in 
popularity vs. Pepsico.

	 The Fast Food group suf-
fered a regression to the mean by go-
ing from 21% of total trash in 2010 to 
13% in 2011.  Mickey D’s accounted 
for 42% of fast food and 7-Eleven 
26%. Fast food is a money maker so 
much so that the industry produced 
an executive to stand for President of 
the United States. Herman Cain was 
articulate and personable but seemed 
to have difficulty when several wit-
nesses came forward to accuse the 
candidate of making statements that 
could be described as “something 
other than the truth.” The scurrilous 
accusations of the witnesses did not 
please the voters, who could also 
have been concerned about the com-
pensation scheme in the fast food 
industry, whereby the executives are 
compensated in seven figures and 
all others receive minimum wage. 
Could the “Herminator” have repli-
cated for America what had worked 
for the fast food industry? Thankfully 
we will never know. 

In the Beer, Wine, and Booze 
category, Coor’s, last year’s surprise 
winner, must take third place to In 
Bev AB, the parent company of 
Anheuser-Busch, first and Corona/
Modelo second and Miller/Coor’s 
third. The later two were separated 
by only two containers. Budweiser 
accounted for a full 11% of all road 
trash. Corona/Modelo only account-
ed for 4% of total road trash. Bud-
weiser with 115 pieces of individual 

trash easily exceeded Coca-Cola’s 
absolute total of 9% (102). 

This year the “Egregious 
Eight” accounted for 50% of all road 
trash. They are ranked in order of 
gross trash production: 

1.In Bev-AB (115)
2.Coca Cola (102)
3.Marlboro. (79)
4.Pepsico (76)
5.Mac Donald’s (61)
6.Corona/Modelo (40)
7.  Miller/Coor’s (38)
8. 7-Eleven (34)
	 In 2011 there was an ebul-

lient entrant into the trash competi-
tion in the plastic road sign category, 
usually an afterthought in the numer-
ical competition. Van Metre Homes 
was the winner in this category 
having successfully positioned 17 
school bus yellow 22” by 44” signs 
in the VDOT right of way along the 
portion of the Foxcroft Road in this 
survey. The signs directed potential 
customers toward a “speculation 
home” on Lieth Lane, just north-
east of Foxcroft. The signs said that 

a 3-8 acre “spec home” could be 
had for low 700,000’s. Loudoun 
County taxpayers have graciously 
subsidized these houses to a tune of 
$20,000 in services per house. One 
might also note that there are more 
than a few other properties for sale 
in Middleburg, but the agents usually 
refrain from putting a forest of signs 
along the public right of way. One 
might also think that the presence of 
plastic signs might degrade the value 
of said houses given that people gen-
erally buy houses in the country to 
avoid suburban style marketing.

	 The question remains as to 
what to do with the signs. Loudoun 
County officials note that, since no 
permits are granted to place tempo-
rary plastic signs on public or private 
lands, the signs are by definition il-
legal. County officials estimate that 
nearly 50,000 such signs have been 
removed from Loudoun County 
roads in the last three years. The 
Van Metre signs were placed sur-
reptitiously at night and removed at 
daybreak by citizens. Thus, the signs 
did  not direct anyone except for the 
public’s annoyance with Van Metre 
Homes. Housing developers have 
great respect for the law, especially 
when they can get it to work for 
them. Why then would a business go 
out of its way to break the law? May-
be the law could be changed? If Don 
Trump, prince of developers, were to 
be elected president maybe these pes-
ky, job killing ordinances would not 
exist. Chances are that Don Trump 
would still seek the presidency, if he 
were drafted by the free market wing 
of the GOP. We then could unleash 
free expression by means of plastic 
signs advertising fast food, antiques, 
cigarettes, beer, or whatever other 
entity was dis-satisfied with our cur-
rent level of road pollution. Ron Paul 
could also be expected to free devel-
opers from the current unreasonable 
and unconstitutional sign restrictions 
(there is nothing in the Constitution 
prohibiting plastic signs). 

	 This year’s Foxcroft Road 
Pig Pen grand prize is awarded to 
Van Metre Homes, which has gone 
out of its way to foul its own nest. 
The liberated plastic signs can be 
repossessed at the Loudoun County 
landfill along with fifty thousand of 
their spiritual comrades.

Summary of Repetitive Trash
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total

Tobacco

Food Products

Fast Food

Beverage Containers

Generic Cups

Total

73 42 61 100 92 63 73 70 92 666

75 91 39 64 69 66 62 53 82 601

104 124 113 127 146 103 163 270 144 1294

698 697 765 776 727 472 663 729 567 6094

0 78 86 80 88 40 49 61 35 517

950 1032 1064 1147 1122 744 1010 1183 920

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Marlboro

Parliament

Camel 

Red Man

Newport

Winston

Salem

Merit

Benson & Hedges

34 22 33 64 47 43 32 33 54

2 0 5 1 2 5 4 2 0
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Van Metre Homes Garners Trash Award in 2011 
2011 Foxcroft Road Pig Pen Awards
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Soft Drinks
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William H. McCormick VMD

2011 was the tenth consecu-
tive year of volunteer action to 
control trash on the Foxcroft 
Road. The author conducts 

this survey as a single observer. 
However, there are others who also 
pick up trash on the Foxcroft Road, 
such as the Middleburg Hunt and the 
Foxcroft students themselves. There-
fore, if anything, the numbers here 
noted are understated. At a value 
of 1085, the year 2011 was a shade 
above the ten year average of 1052.

To aid those first time readers 
and as a reminder to past readers of 
this column, the course of trash col-
lection is a 4.6 mile route of dirt and 
hard road that includes portions of 

the Polecat Hill Rd. (Rt. 696), the 
Foxcroft Rd. (Rt. 626), the Snake 
Hill Rd. (Rt. 744), and the Millville 
Rd. (Rt. 743). 

In the past year, 1086 individ-
ual pieces trash were retrieved from 
the Foxcroft Road, and most of the 
trash was recycled. The perennial 
nicotine champion, Marlboro, ac-
counted for 68% of the tobacco total 
with Newport second at 15%, and 
Camel 14%.  The relative numbers 
of tobacco products increased their 
percentage from 5% in 2010 to 8% 
of total trash in 2011, the second best 
year in the last ten. One wonders if 
Rick Perry could cash in on the pub-
licity from his presidential campaign, 
and become the new Marlboro Man. 
Instead of diseased organs, the Marl-

Pastimes

Karen Rexrode

Any day with tempera-
tures over 55 degrees 
brings out the honey 
bees. The infrequent 

Helleborus foetidus or early 
flowering witch hazel will be 
loaded with pollen seekers, a 
winning strategy for both par-
ties, one is pollinated (a sure 
bet), the other feeds. These so-
cial bees have been beneficial 
to mankind, in fact keeping 
honeybees dates back 9,000 
years. Scenes painted on cave 
walls have verified our co-exis-
tence and ancient Chinese and 
Egyptian cultures kept honey-
bees in hives made of wicker.

The poor honey bee has 
been assailed by two parasitic 
mites, partly responsible for 
what is now referred to as col-
ony collapse disorder or CCD. 
No single reason has been at-
tributed to the unusually high 
occurrence of CCD, contribut-
ing factors include pesticides 
(even the mitecide used to treat 
the parasitic mites that attack 
them), starvation (not enough 

sources of pollen) and a lack 
of immune suppression, which 
just leads to more questions. 
Their numbers have dropped 
all over the world which is 
very scary. Imagine entire fruit 
fields that would need pollinat-
ed by hand. Imagine the cost of 
that hand pollinated fruit! 

The act of locating flow-
ers by social bees, like honey 
bees is quite interesting. It’s 
called a bee dance. The map-
ping or location of each flower 
is carried back to the hive where 
the information is passed along 
as a dance that indicates the 
location of the flower, relative 
to the sun. If the source of the 
food is particularly good, oth-
ers will join in the dance, alter-
ing the dance as the sun moves. 
Studies have shown that their 
accuracy can be rated to within 
twenty degrees in direction and 
no more than fifteen percent 
for distance. Three miles from 
the hive is their working area 
which is amazing for such a 
small creature. On many occa-
sions I have seen honeybees on 
a nocturnal flower prior to its 

opening. They will gather and 
force themselves into the flow-
er while it’s still tightly rolled, 
clearly a bee’s dance provided 
the road map. Imagine having 
the ability to convey a map (so 
well) with little more than a 
dance? As a directionally chal-
lenged adult, I find it fascinat-
ing.

If you would like to do 
your part in helping with honey 
bees or pollination in general, 
plant native flowering plants, 
they survive better, flower 
more. Secondly, encourage or-
chard mason bees. These soli-
tary bees breed via tubes, like 
open ends of bamboo or holes 
drilled in wood. Native bees, 
non-aggressive (like the hon-
ey-bee), they are blue-black 
in color, hard workers and no 
threat to honey-bees. Mason 
bee homes can be found at 
many nurseries and garden 
centers. Every little bit helps 
and best of all, your garden 
will thank-you, maybe even 
your neighbor’s garden. 

Help Our Bees
The Plant Lady

Tom Neel

In my lengthy time in the 
art world I’ve watched a 
lot of trends, from pop art 
to posters, portraits, plein 

air and prints.  From the love of 
the masters to even animation 
cells.  This world of art, and I’m 
talking about two dimensional 
art now, has been a roller coaster 
of artistic and collector trends 
and preferences.  All of it valid 
I suppose, as the market finds 
what it likes.  But interestingly 
enough, now possibly a little 
territorially threatened by an 
invention called the flat screen 
TV.

The best friend of a 
painting has always been the 
wall.  For without a wall a 
painting has no place to be.  
Art on walls dates back to 
that of the walls of caves and 
marches forward through time, 
recording history, the world, 
its people, their lifestyles and 
belongings.  It has recorded 
passion for color and texture 
too and in a varied spectrum 
of styles and mediums.  But 
little credit has really ever been 
given to the wall (Pink Floyd 
aside) and its importance to 
art.  Yes, the easel has poorly 
substituted along the way as 
a support for a painting, but 
it pales by comparison to the 
wall.  What would the muralist 
be without walls?  But for sure, 
what would the fine art painter 
be without them?  Nowhere.  

When televisions first 
entered the home, they replaced 
the radio as the place families 
would huddle.  Back then the 
TV as they became known, was 
bulky and heavy with cathode 
ray tubes (CRT).  It needed a 

stand and as time went on even 
became a piece of furniture.  
Eventually though they all 
became black boxes and as they 
became bigger, more found 
their ways into hutches or 
armoires, where they could be 
hidden when off.

As time went on their 
modest expanding size wasn’t 
enough, as upper end homes 
began building home theaters, 
rear projection TVs started 
to surface and then came the 
plasma.  The first one I ever 
saw was of okay quality, cost 
$13,000. and was still pretty 
heavy.  But today LCD screens 
are far less expensive, can 
be very thin and designed at 
least as an option, to be wall 
mounted and wall mounted they 
are becoming.

As an artist, I define 
walls in two ways, focal point 
and secondary.   A focal point 
defines a room.  It is the place 
where the eye should go first 
as you enter a room and as far 
as I’m concerned, the place 
that should not only define the 
room’s interior design, but the 
room’s owner as well.  Place 
a landscape of the Virginia 
countryside there, it speaks of 
a sense of place.  A portrait, 
speaks of admiration.  Modern 
art, more likely a passion for 
color, texture and shape, but a 
TV?  Well, that says something 
altogether different.    

I have to share at this 
point that my wife Linda and 
I own “a” TV and we both 
watch and enjoy it, but I hope it 
doesn’t define us or our home.  
I can see however with 24 hour 
news and hundreds of channels, 
the lure to it.  Like a moth to a 
flame we are drawn in and add 

in the flat screen on your PC 
and phone - the web, youtube, 
online shopping, video games 
and the virtual world of it all 
easily becomes consuming.  
Trust me, I’m certainly not 
above some of this addiction 
myself and I’m convinced 
that many of us given a single 
choice of something to stay on 
when the power goes out, most 
would chose the TV or PC to 
withstand our powerless time.  
We would so likely pass over 
cooking by watching the Food 
Network and heat ourselves on 
someone else’s reality, only to 
parish in front of CNN.  

I read an article dated from 
September of 2010, speaking of 
the then plunge in LCD sales 
which stated, “Shipments of 
panel TVs rose to 52 million in 
the second quarter, but “only” 
38.7 million TVs were actually 
shipped to retailers.”  You can 
stop rubbing your eyes now, 
you read that correctly.  What 
are we doing, using them as 
coffee tables too?  Weren’t we 
all just recently singing, “Deck 
the walls with flat screen TVs, 
fa la la la la - la la la la!   Keep 
them on so we won’t miss 
anything, fa la la ....         

As artists our saving grace 
is the favorable trend for these 
flat screened monsters to be 
on motorized devises which 
either lower them into cabinets 
or raise them into ceilings.  
Off to heaven or hell, but at 
least sometimes hidden away.  
Meanwhile art auctions thrive.  
Still coveted as a possession 
of depth and true emotion.  Art 
is one which stands the test of 
time and that which we can be 
proudly represented by as our 

future inhabiters look back on 
us.  But sorry, no it doesn’t 
have a remote.

Live An Artful Life, Tom

The Artist’s Perspective
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Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

Alex Smith’s coronation 
following the San 
Francisco 49ers win 
against the New Orleans 

Saints two weeks ago was, 
probably, a little premature.

With one minute left in the 
third quarter against the Giants this 
past Sunday, Smith had completed 
6 of 14 passes for 138 yards and 2 
touchdowns.

Not bad, until you consider 2 
of those 6 completions, 101 of those 
yards, and both of those touchdowns 
had gone to Vernon Davis, Smith’s 
talented but mercurial tight end.

Point? 4 for 12 for 37 yards 
through all but 60 seconds of the 
third quarter isn’t the stat line 
people who got so caught up in 
Smith’s performance against the 
Saints were expecting.

Bottom line? In today’s 
pass-happy NFL, grinders like the 
49ers, regardless of regular season 
success, aren’t going to have what it 
takes to lift the a Lombardi Trophy 
in February. 

You need a quarterback who 
can bomb it with regularity every 
once in a while. 

I know, I know…. Both 
the Packers and the Saints bit the 
dust pretty early. Sure. But both 
the Packers and the Saints, while 
captained by two of the premier 
quarterbacks of their generation, are 
also hamstrung by defenses with 
one glaring weakness. 

Neither team puts consistent 
pressure on the opposing 
quarterback, and while the Packers 
led the league in interceptions that’s 
more a reflection of their secondary 
individually than their defense as 
a whole. Facing opponents with 
better offenses generally and better 
quarterbacks specifically, teams 
that can’t put that other quarterback 
on the ground consistently are at a 
severe disadvantage.

So, to win the Super Bowl 

in the 21st century, you need a 
premier, or better than average, 
quarterback on one side of the ball, 
and on the other you need speed 
rushers and maulers who are going 
to make the other quarterback so 
unhappy for most of the day that he 
won’t be able to slice and dice the 
rest of your defense to shreds.

Which is why I picked the 
Giants and the Patriots to be in the 
Super Bowl at the very beginning 
of the season. 

I’m sure I’ve got it written 
down here somewhere….

Ok, so that might be a slight 
exaggeration of the facts. Or a 
monstrous one. Whatever. You 
can’t prove a thing.

But the bottom line is that the 
Patriots-Giants matchup in store 
for us on February 5th should be 
exactly the kind of game everyone 
hopes for at the beginning of the 
year: two potent offenses facing off 
against two angry, pin-their-ears-
back defenses.

(Yes, yes, I know, the Patriots 
defense was ridiculed much of the 
season, and gave up more yardage 
than Napoleon in the Louisiana 
Purchase. But that’s absurd. Who 
cares how many yards they gave up. 
Bill Belichick’s employed a bend 
but don’t break defense forever. 
Just look at how many total points 
the Pats gave up during the season; 
suddenly their defense jumps from 
second worst to middle-of-the-pack 
average.)

Interestingly enough, the 
Giants lead the postseason with 9 
sacks. The other two teams with 9 
sacks? San Francisco and Houston, 
both of which have been eliminated 
and neither of which had the kind of 
maestro they needed running their 
offense.

What are the odds the team 
with the next highest number of 
sacks also had a stellar quarterback? 
Pretty good. 

It’s the Patriots, with 8.

And though it pains me, this 
being the 10-year anniversary of 
the Tuck Rule game that sent my 
poor, beloved, bedraggled Raiders 
into a tailspin from which they’ve 
never fully recovered, I’m leaning 
towards the Patriots to win in 
February. 

Not because my heart’s in it. 
Far from it. Trust me, I’d love Eli to 
win another one. But I just think, at 
the end of the day, Brady has more 
weapons at his disposal. Sadly.

Patriots 34 – Giants 30

###

Sad times for Penn State. 
Considering everything that’s come 
to light over the last few months 
in State College, I still believe Joe 
Paterno did more good than harm 
over his decades in the happy 
valley. 

But I’m still stunned every 
once in a while by Paterno’s 
strangely myopic attitudes about 
what may or may not have 
happened to those young boys at 
the hands of Jerry Sandusky. 

Paterno claimed he’d, “never 
heard of, of, rape and a man.” 
Really? An 85 year-old man, a 
Catholic, in the age of the internet, 
in the 21st century, was completely 
unfamiliar, had never heard of, 
pedophilia and forced sodomy? 
Really?? 

He went on to say, “I’m 
happy in one sense that we called 
attention…. that this is going on. It’s 
kind of been like a hidden thing.” 
Seriously? Child abuse, pedophilia 
and rape are, “like a hidden thing”? 

Hidden from whom? 
Only those who choose not 

to look, Joe, only those who choose 
not to look.

Sad.

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

Super Sunday
7th Inning Stretch
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Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR POST-HOLIDAY PRICING
As absurd as it may sound, we’re making room for spring 
merchandise already. Shop Highcliffe today for Allen 
Edmonds, True Grit, Lou Lingerie, Not Your Daughter’s 
Jeans, Indigenous Designs, Highcliffe Private Label, 
and more, now at reduced prices.

WE’RE  HAVING A SALE, 
BUT IF YOU MUST 

PAY FULL PRICE WE’LL 
WORK WITH YOU.

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !   G i f t  C a r d s  Av a i l a b l e

www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Custom Apparel For Men And Women

MIDDLEBURG ACADEMY
Discover our close­knit learning community  

www.middleburgacademy.org

“Without a strong moral
foundation, a student’s
education is incomplete.
We take pride in the fact that
our academic program is an
excellent preparation for college
success, but we are also
dedicated to building the
character and civic
understanding necessary to a
full and productive life in the
21st century.

We believe that everything
we do within the school
should be intentional,
according to 
this vision."

Dr. Ron Sykes
Head of School

To learn more about 
Dr. Sykes and
Middleburg Academy
visit our website.

Photograph by Mona Botwick
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Dr. Michael Oberschneider

Dr. Mike,

Are you familiar with 
Parental Alienation Syn-
drome?  My husband and I 
are separated, and he is say-
ing horrible things about me 
to our children, which in turn 
is creating real problems for 
them.  I believe that they are 
suffering emotionally as a re-
sult of his trying to turn our 
children against me.  I re-
cently met with an attorney 
who told me about Parental 
Alienation Syndrome and my 
rights to fight my husband in 
court for custody due to his 
husband’s behavior.  What are 
your thoughts?

A in Loudoun County

A, 
Parental Alienation Syn-

drome was first termed by fo-
rensic psychiatrist, Dr. Rich-
ard Gardner, in response to 

growing custody litigation in 
the 1980’s.  It essentially in-
volves the brainwashing of a 
child by one parent against the 
other parent with the child’s 
active participation over time 
in the denigration and alien-
ation of a parent.  The justifi-
cation of the denigration and 
alienation is unfounded.  As a 
disorder, it is seen primarily 
during child-custody disputes 
and cases.  The syndrome 
is controversial, and in my 
opinion and experience, most 
courts are conservative when 
considering it unless there is 
convincing evidence that a 
child is being psychological-
ly harmed by a parent.  You 
mention that your children 
are “suffering emotionally” 
due to your husband’s behav-
ior.  If your attorney intends 
on arguing that your husband 
is alienating your children 
from you, your attorney will 
need to prove that by having 
psychological evaluations and 
parenting capacity evalua-

tions conducted on your hus-
band and children.  Your hus-
band’s attorney, may however, 
request similar evaluations of 
you and your children with an 
independent evaluator of his 
own.  The involved attorneys 
may also eventually order a 
formal custody evaluation to 
determine issues of visitation 
and custody if you and your 
husband are unable to resolve 
your differences as a divorc-
ing couple.  Of course, my 
points are all general here not 
knowing the specifics of your 
situation.  I recommend you 
follow your attorney’s lead 
on this but keep in mind that 
Parental Alienation Syndrome 
cases can be hard to prove and 
win.

About this column: Dr. 
Michael Oberschneider, di-
rector of Ashburn Psycho-
logical Services, offers ad-
vice each month based on 
questions sent by readers. 
To submit a question email 
DrMike@mbecc.com 

Ask Dr. Mike
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Faces & Places
Virginia Horse Show Association 2011 Year End Awards
The Homestead, VA, Teresa Ramasay Photos

Tom & Tracey Brennan, Miranda Scott and Greg RamsayDebby Michelson was awarded the Susan Hagen 
Memorial Trophy

Miranda McLaughlin and Gary Baker

Nobel NielseN shoes 

 NNshoes1@mac.com
19 east WashiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200

Italian Driving Moccasins 
$120.00

Nobel NielseN shoes 

 NNshoes1@mac.com
19 east WashiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200

Pembroke Boots, 
$300.00, 

immediately delivery 
colors: Brown and 

Black in waxed calf

Nobel NielseN shoes 
aNd More!!!

 NNshoes1@Mac.coM
19 east WashiNgtoN st.  540-687-8200

50% off

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

Spring!. 

22 E. Washington Street • Middleburg, VA • 540.687.8050

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

Hall of Fame Inductees, Frank O’Meara, Dianne Grod, 
Paul Cronin and Alva Pitts

Nancy Peterson and Oliver Brown Debbie Ireland, Laura Wright, Peg Seals and Chelsea 
Ireland

Betty Oare recieves “The Amateur Sportsman 
of the Year Award from Rosalie Morton

Kelly DeRisio and Roy Perry VHSA Board of Directors

Sandy Gerald presents “The Horse Show of the Year” Award to 
Tommy Lee Jones for the 2011 Upperville Horse Show

Kelly & Danielle DeRisio, Lily & Kim Gottwald Trinity Hammerschmidt with her year end awards
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Daniel Morrow

This is the story of the 
1854 murder of VMI 
Cadet Tom Black-
burn, the trials that 

followed, and the impact of 
those events on young men 
and women who would all 
too soon face the larger trials 
of the American Civil War.

Part 7:  The Gathering 
Storm

“And what most stimu-

lates their courage is that 
their squadrons . . . are com-
posed of families and clans.  
Close by them, too, are those 
dearest to them, so that they 
hear the shrieks of women, 
the cries of infants.  They are 
to every man the most sacred 
witnesses of his bravery -- 
they are his most generous 
applauders..”

--  Tacitus

On Saturday morning, 
January 14, 1854, Cadet Tom 

Blackburn walked across the 
VMI parade grounds to the 
Samuel McDowell Moore 
house to visit his cousin, 
Mary Evelyn Anderson.  He 
arrived to find her with her 
Aunt Evalina Moore enter-
taining his friend, classmate 
and former roommate, Cadet 
Alexander Broadnax Bruce. 

“Sandy” Bruce was one 
of the most eligible young 
bachelors in Virginia, if not 
the entire south.  He was 
the third son of James Coles 
Bruce, the builder of “Berry 
Hill” in Halifax County, Vir-
ginia, a planter,  businessman 
(heir to a chain of successful 
country stores)   land specu-
lator, and the owner of  more 
slaves than there were free 
white citizens of Lexington.

Though rich and hand-
some, Bruce was by no means 
the sharpest blade ever drawn 
from a VMI scabbard.  At the 
time he stood dead last in the 
class of 1854. with little or 
no hope of improvement.

When Blackburn 
walked in conversation at 
the Moore house turned to 
mail:   letters written, letters 
received, and how important 
they were to young men and 
women far from home.

When Blackburn de-
scribed a letter he had “writ-
ten recently,” Evalina Moore 
interrupted to ask if he had 
seen the “very rediculous” 

letter Charles Burks Chris-
tian had written to his cousin 
Mary Evelyn, describing it it 
as absolutely “calculated to 
produce laughter.”

Blackburn asked Mary 
Evelyn if the story were true.  

When she reluctantly 
admitted she had, indeed re-
ceived a letter from Chris-
tian, Aunt Evalina suggested 
she show it to Blackburn and 
Bruce,  just for fun.

Mary refused.
Mary’s aunt said she 

“didn’t think there would be 
any harm in showing it, as it 
was something rich.”1 

Mary refused again, in-
sisting the letter was really 
“nothing.” 

When that didn’t con-
vince the group, she, com-
plained that she really didn’t 
feel like going all the way 
upstairs to fetch it.

At that point Aunt Eva-
lina offered to send a “ser-
vant.”  

Mary gave in, went to 
her room, fetched Christian’s  
note, and gave it to her cous-
in Tom to read, later swear-
ing that she, herself, had read 
the note  only once and that 
“hastily” before giving it to 
Blackburn.  

By all accounts her 
cousin’s first reading of 
Christian’s note elicited 
nothing more serious than 
laughter.  

Mary Evelyn said read 
the letter quietly to himself, 
except for “ . . . the Latin 
sentences  which he read 
aloud . . . . “ and that  he “ . 
. . smiled several times when 
reading it.”   (Christian had 
apparrently lifted the Latin 
from a medieval love poem)

Sandy Bruce said 
Blackburn laughed at every 
single line, English or Latin, 
but agreed with Mary that he 
had read only the Latin pas-
sages aloud..

After the “reading” 
Aunt Evalina pointedly re-
minded everyone that  Chris-
tian’s note had read aloud “in 
confidence” remembering 
no doubt that Christian had 
specifically asked that Mary 
Evelyn send it back to him as 
soon as she had read it. 

For her part, Mary Eve-
lyn said she had “no thought” 
that the note “contained any-
thing that would create a dif-
ficulty” between her cousin 
and Mr. Christian” or  “any-
thing that my cousin could 
take exceptions to.” 

Mary Evelyn Anderson, 
in fact, firmly believed that 
the “calumniator” referred 
to in Christian’s missive was 
not her cousin Tom at all, 
but another Cadet she had 
known for about a year and a 
half, James White Humes of 
Abingdon, Virginia.

Humes was both a 
classmate and close friend 
of  Tom Blackburn.  Another 
of  Humes’ friends, Robert 
“Kit” Carson,  also from Abi-
ndon was one of Blackburn’s 
roommates

Humes would, indeed, 
later testify that he had heard 
that Christian “ . . . had made 
an engagement with Miss 
Anderson to escort her to 
church” at least a week be-
fore the murder.  

He told Blackburn “im-
mediately”, he said, not only 
about the “arrangement” but 
about rumors already in cir-
culation,  that Christian was 
to be considered  “a suitor” 
of Miss Anderson.

Humes then strongly 
advised Blackburn to keep 
Mary Evelyn away from 
the man, later swearing that 
“Christian’s reputation so far 
as I was acquainted with it 
was not such . . . that it would 
be to his cousin’s credit to go 
to church with him . . . . “   

As for who, if anyone, 
should take the matter up 
with Christian, Humes was 
certain of at least one thing:  
it was not to be Cadet James 
White Humes.

“I considered Blackburn 
more responsible to Christian 
than I was,” Humes later tes-
tified.  In fact, Humes said, 
he did not consider himself 
“responsible at all.”

Blackburn would soon 
clear up all confusion about 
who said what, about whom, 
and when.  

Humes would become 
responsible, assigned by the 
Commanant of VMI  to carry 
the news of Tom Blackburn’s 
death to the Blackburn fam-
ily

Sandy Bruce would be 
spared the indignity of rank-
ing last in his class by the 
granting of  posthumous de-
gree, issued to a Cadet who 
would have no grades for his 
last semester:  Bruce’s friend 
and confidant, Tom Black-
burn..

To be continued

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

The Star-Spangled Banner
200th Anniversary of the War of 1812

Talk by Marc Leepson in the Carriage House 
at Oatlands Plantation south of Leesburg

 
Tour of Rokeby following talk

(Rokeby’s vault was used to store the Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, and 
the Articles of Confederation during the occupation of Washington D.C. in 1814)

 
Tickets: $65 for MHAA members  •    $75 for non-members

 
Reservations can be made by calling 540-687-6681 

or online at www.mosbyheritagearea.org

The Blackburn Murder

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to:
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our February Mixer

Tuesday, February 14
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Middleburg Real Estate/Atoka Properties

10 East Washington Street

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz
to bring you up-to-date

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Richard A. Engberg

Last month this column dis-
cussed the proposed devel-
opment of a uranium mine 
in Pittsylvania County, Vir-

ginia.  Developers indicate that the 
mine would create more than 300 
jobs and pump more than $150 mil-
lion annually into an economically 
challenged area of Virginia.  This is 
a most attractive upside.

The first step in developing 
the proposed mine is prevailing 
upon the Commonwealth’s legis-
lature to lift the ban on uranium 
mining in Virginia that was enacted 
in 1982 following the nuclear acci-
dent at Pennsylvania’s Three Mile 
Island. 

Shortly after last month’s col-
umn appeared, the National Acad-
emy of Science released the results 
of a $1.4 million study on uranium 
mining in Virginia.  This study was 
not about whether mining should be 
permitted or the potential benefits 
of mining but rather, first, about po-
tential impacts on the environment, 
public health, and worker safety, 
and second, about technical options 
for best practices for mining, mill-
ing, processing and reclamation.

Uranium has never been 
mined in the eastern United States.  
Uranium mining has only occurred 
in states west of the 100th meridian 
in sparsely populated areas where 
annual rainfall is usually less than 
15 inches per year.  Approximately 
half the uranium producing mines in 
the west closed in the early 1980’s 
when the price of uranium oxide 
declined significantly.  Mining 
was no longer economically fea-
sible because deposits being mined 
were low grade compared to higher 
grade deposits in Canada and Aus-
tralia.  However, since 2000, the 
average price of uranium oxide has 
increased almost five-fold.

Many environmental groups 
are concerned about the downside 
of uranium mining in Virginia.  
They point out that during the ear-

ly years of uranium mining in the 
west, radiation hazards were not 
strongly considered and workers 
were exposed to significant radia-
tion.  Would there be adequate safe-
guards in the Virginia mine?

They have other concerns 
including fears of water pollution, 
both surface and groundwater from 
mine tailings.  Virginia which has 
more than three times the annual 
rainfall of the western states and 
may be visited by hurricanes or 
northeasters that can cause severe 
flooding and place water supplies 
many miles downstream of the 
mine at risk of radioactive contami-
nation.  

Still other concerns are air 
pollution from dust associated with 
ore milling, and long term radiation 
risks of tailings disposal sites to the 
health of persons living near the 
proposed mine site and elsewhere.

So what did the National 
Academy report conclude?   It de-
termined that uranium mining in 
Virginia is economically viable.  
That said, it expressed strong con-
cern about environmental risks.  
However, it stated that at least some 
of the public and worker health 
risks could be mitigated if interna-
tionally recognized and accepted 
best practices for design, construc-
tion, operation and monitoring 
were used at the mine site.

Important Note:  Governor 
McDonnell has asked the Virginia 
legislature to take no action dur-
ing the 2012 legislative session to 
remove the state’s uranium mining 
ban.

Uranium Mining 
in Virginia:  Part II
Waterworld

Chandler Van Voorhis

A conservation easement 
is considered a gift to 
the nation and Fauquier 
County can be consid-

ered one of the nations crown 
jewel with some 94,500 acres 
permanently protected. With 
nearly one out of four acres un-
der conservation easements and 
much of it center in the Scott 
District, Fauquier is providing 

a national model of balance and 
sustainability.

For 40 years, the Piedmont 
Environmental Council has been 
at the vanguard of protecting the 
rural heritage of America’s Cra-
dle of Democracy. With success 
comes new challenges and that 
horizon is increasingly centered 
on protecting our watershed. 

While easements protect 
the land from future develop-
ment, they do not necessary pro-
tect our water from non-point 
source pollution from agricul-
ture run off. Today, agriculture 
is one of the chief culprits of 
water pollution. This pollution 
typically comes from farmers 
applying too much fertilizer and 
chemicals to crops and/or al-
lowing cattle to freely roam the 
stream. 

Fortunately, many farmers 
are beginning to understand the 
importance of fencing the cat-
tle away from the streams and/
or installing riparian buffers. 
Fencing out cattle from streams 
can stabilize stream banks, im-
prove water quality, reduce ero-
sion and improve the health of 
the cattle. Likewise, installing 
riparian buffers usually require 
planting trees and grasses along 

the edges of streams and creeks. 
These strips of land help to both 
stabilize the stream banks while 
absorbing agriculture run-off 
before it makes its way to our 
stream. 

Both fencing and riparian 
buffers help to create a balance 
and a linkage between private 
activity and public good. As one 
of the fathers of conservation, 
Gifford Pinchot once wrote, “the 
connection between forests and 
rivers is like that between a fa-
ther and son. No forests, no riv-
ers.”

Coupled with easements, 
these actions provide an en-
hanced layer of protection.

The other threat to our wa-
tershed comes from shortsight-
ed policy. There is a growing 
push by Del. Lingamfelter (R-
Woodbridge/31st) and others to 
eliminate requirements that de-
velopers and homeowners enter 
into a performance bond or have 
insurance before installing Al-

ternative Onsite Septic Systems. 
So, if developers are not on the 
hook, guess who is? We the tax-
payers are.

And what is the failure 
rate of Alternative Onsite Sep-
tic Systems? A report from the 
Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors indicates that 52% of 
these systems have failed within 
the first few years of operation. 
What Del. Lingamfelter is pro-
posing is nothing more than the 
sub-priming of farmland while 
creating moral hazard let alone 
a serious threat to clean water. 

So while we have a lot to 
be proud of, there are hurdles 
ahead of us. 

To help address these chal-
lenges, on March 7th at 6 p.m. 
at the Middleburg Community 
Center, a Forum will take place 
to discuss the state of our water-
shed and to provide information 
about various landowner assis-
tance programs, financing op-
portunities of riparian restora-

tion and 
f e n c i n g 
as well 
as the 
c h a n c e 
to learn what other friends and 
neighbors are doing to create a 
more sustainable future. 

All landowners in the 
Goose Creek Watershed are in-
vited and encouraged to partici-
pate. 

After all, what starts out 
as a trickle on top of the moun-
tain and runs through our farms 
ends up as a major source of our 
drinking water.  So the actions 
we take today to improve how 
we graze, farm and set policies 
will be felt downstream and at 
home for years to come.

Chandler Van Voorhis is 
Managing Partner of C2I, LLC 
in Middleburg and a member of 
the Outdoor Writers Association 
of America. He can be reached 
at chandler@c2invest.net.

Protect Our Watershed
A Creek Runs Through Us 

Village Green
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110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Meadowkirk Inn & Retreat
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $16,000,000

358 acres • 8 BR Manor house • 6 FP • Heart of pine floors • 10’ ceilings
• Inn w/20 rooms all w/private baths • Conference room • Stone barn can
accommodate 120 guests • 3 cottages • Log cabin • Pool & pool house •
Observatory • Picnic pavilion • 2 miles of Goose Creek frontage
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

Located in the heart of fox hunting country • 3 miles from
Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial home  • Stable
• Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court • Mature trees and
sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds most of the property
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Mistral
Upperville, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

28 acres • First floor living includes master suite with office
• Large formal living room • Mature gardens • Pond • 3
additional bedrooms • Great views • Tree lined driveway
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Withers Larue Road
Berryville, Virginia  •  $567,900

Custom built log home • 3 BR, 3 BA • Stone fireplace •
Exposed log walls • Vaulted ceilings • Great views • Room to
expand • 25 acres • Could work for horses
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mountain Road
Purcellville, Virginia  •  $1,500,000

92.5 +/- acres in scenic easement • Rolling and rising
acreage • Bold mountain views • Pond and creek •
Protected area
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Harborvale
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

51 acres in Orange County Hunt • Minutes from town •
Stone cottage is now a shell ready for construction • 3 car
stone garage • Stable • Tenant house • Large pond • 2 parcels
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $5,000,000

103 acres • 1800’s Virginia farmhouse • 9 fireplaces • 5 bedrooms
• Guest house • Pool house/game room • Gorgeous stone
walls, terraces and garden walls • Pond • Barns
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

1780 Quaker Barn
Philomont, Virginia  •  $1,495,000

Completely restored and updated • 4/5 BR, 3 1/2 BA, 3 FP •
Vaulted ceilings expose 40’ hand hewn beams and original
barn timbers • Lower level reveals chestnut log beams,
fieldstone walls, flagstone floors • Pool, terrace, outdoor FP
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mrs. Beaver’s Cottage
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $395,000

Excellent location • 2 bedrooms • Fireplace • Hardwood
floors • Fabulous views • 7.12 mostly wooded acres • Great
rehab potential
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

View Point Lane
Warrenton, Virginia  •  $589,000

4.99 private acres • Minutes from the town of Warrenton •
4 bedrooms, 2 full and one half baths • Open floor plan •
Wood burning fireplace • Attached 2 car garage • Mature
plantings
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Lime Kiln Road
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $575,000

Wonderfully maintained; open floor plan; first-floor master
suite • 4BRs, 3.5BAs, fireplace, well-appointed kitchen •
Perfect full-time or weekend home across from historic Goose
Greek • Minutes from Leesburg, Middleburg, major DC routes
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia  •  $697,000

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION! • 8 acres near Warrenton •
First floor master • Stately pool • 2 additional private guest
suites • 4 fireplaces • 3 car garage • Located in Warrenton
Hunt Territory
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Salvador is 14 year old Paint gelding 
who has excellent ground manners, is 
gentle, very sweet & gets along with 

everybody. He was severely emaciated 
when he was rescued but is now very 
healthy. He is a very special horse! 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

mhfdtn@earthlink.net  (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Lexi is a 5-6 yr old Shih-tzu 
that is very sweet & needs a spe-
cial home. She is on a special diet 
& requires daily eye medicine. She 
is housetrained, is good with dogs 
& good with cats. Lexi will need a 
quiet home without small children.  

Chance is a 45# 1 yr. old Beagle X 
Lab who is full of energy & very hap-
py-go-lucky. He needs a home with 

lots of exercise & no children under 
10. Chance is incredibly intelligent & 

is a fast learner. He knows many 
commands & is ready to learn more!  

Crumpet is a 2-3 yr. old Cairn Terri-
er.  He loves to be held & gets along 
with other dogs, but cannot live with 

cats.  He came in with severe flea aller-
gies.  He is healthy & has recovered, 

but is still growing his hair back. 

Mona is a super special, adorable  
Mastiff who was rescued from being 

chained in a trailer park. She is excel-
lent with smalll children & extremely 
kind-hearted-not a mean bone in her 
body. A gentle giant! Mona weighs 80 

pounds but is low to the ground.  

Pepe is a teeny little pony colt with one 
blue eye and is super sweet. He is about 4 
months old as of late October, stands for 

the farrier and vet & is easy to handle.   

Mary is a healthy, petite young 
adult kitty. She is very sweet, 

loves attention, & gets along well 
with other cats. All she wants is 

a family to call her own.  

Crinkles is an adorable cat who has   
a huge personality. He was named   

Crinkles because his ears are crinkled 
from years of chronic ear infections. 

He is now very healthy & needs an 
outdoor or indoor outdoor home with 

no dogs. He would be a terrific mouser! 

Gunner is a medium sized Spaniel mix who 
is very affectionate, energetic, and gets 

along well with other dogs. He loves people & 
has a very easy-going personality. He will 
need a home with a secure in fenced yard. 

Princess is a very sweet 5-6 
year old Lhasa that has had a 

rough few years. She is incredi-
bly sweet & friendly & gets along 
with everyone. This sweet little 
girl is ready for a pampered life 

with a family who adores her.  

Chester is a tiny pony colt who was 
taken off his mom way too early. He is 
6-9 months. He is very people oriented 

& loves the attention. He stands for 
vet & farrier & will follow you around 
everywhere you walk. He is very easy 

going & has a huge personality. 

Felix is a 2 yr old absolutely ador-
able Aussie/Chow? Mix who is only 

about 35 pounds so the perfect size 
dog. He and his brother Zachery 
were recently rescued so we are 

still getting to know them but they 
seem to be terrific little dogs. 

Zack You will fall in love with Zack! He is 
a 24 yr. old, 16.3h beautiful chestnut 

Thoroughbred gelding. Zack was once a 
famous racehorse. This gentleman gets 

along with everybody, is healthy, & has no 
issues. A total sweetheart & loves people.  

Ebony is a darling kitty born in May 
of 2011. He has a very affectionate, 
sweet personality. He gets along well 
with other cats & would love his own 

family with which he can snuggle.  

Dime & his siblings were born under 
a local bank to a feral mom. They were 
very afraid when we brought them in, 

but have had lots of love from our 
staff & would love a barn home. 

Round Bales of Hay
Kept Inside & Outside

Call for Pricing
540-592-3319

Albert P. Clark

I’m always proud to see the tre-
mendous progress happening 
in the relationships between 
dogs and people. So many of 

you regard us as true members of 
the family and treat us with kind-
ness and respect. The scientific 
community now acknowledges that 
our social-cognitive functioning is 
similar to that of a child (Science 
Daily, Jan. 5, 2012). It’s a good 
time to be a dog.

While it’s true that far too 
many of us still experience inhu-
mane treatment, there is no doubt 
that many of us are living pretty 
amazing lives. For those of us lucky 
enough to share our lives with peo-
ple who love us, we eat well, sleep 
well, play well and thrive. There 
are a lot of happy pets out there, 
and I’m thrilled to see it!

Some of the very same peo-
ple who pamper their dogs, howev-
er, often give very little thought to 
the way other animals are treated. 
Specifically, the same people who 
are devoted to the happiness of 
their four-legged friends might not 
be very concerned about what hap-
pens to their food before it becomes 
burgers or bacon.

I wish people could remem-
ber that we are all sentient beings 
– including humans, dogs, cows, 

sheep and pigs. We’re all mam-
mals. We feel emotion. We feel 
fear. We feel pain. 

Please don’t get me wrong: 
I’m not getting on a soapbox about 
being vegetarian or vegan – that’s 
entirely up to the individual. What 
I am passionate about is putting an 
end to factory farming. Decades 
from now when people come to 
their senses, the way we treated 
animals in 2012 will no doubt seem 
barbaric and ignorant.

What people don’t see can 
hurt them. Turning a blind eye to 
the horrible injustices that happen 
to most animals before they give 
their lives to feed people is sim-
ply wrong. All animal lovers have 
a responsibility to care about what 
he or she eats and buys, as well as 
to care about the health and envi-
ronmental repercussions of factory 
farms.

The good news is that it’s 
easy to take a stand. Choose cer-
tified humane, organic, grass-fed, 
free-range, local or cruelty-free 
products. Stop frequenting fast-
food restaurants that support fac-
tory farms. Sure, making these 
choices may be more expensive, 
but it’s the only compassionate op-
tion. If more people would just stop 
rewarding companies that mistreat 
animals, it really could make a dif-
ference. 

I love that so many people 
adore their dogs. It feels really 
good to be on a pedestal. We like 
the attention. But I’m saddened that 
my fellow animals don’t always en-
joy the same kindness from people. 
I’m disheartened that well-meaning 
humans unintentionally promote 
atrocities in the animal world. 

If all of this feels a little 
daunting, it’s not. Michael Pol-
lan’s books are available to every-
one. Food, Inc., is an eye-opening 
documentary. These and many, 
many other resources are out there. 
The ills of factory farms are a very 
poorly kept secret. The problem is 
that a lot of people simply don’t 
want to know.

If you haven’t taken a stand, 
there’s no time like the present. If 
you’ve already taken one, don’t 
be afraid to gently encourage your 
friends, family and colleagues to 
do the same. Sweeping change hap-
pens when one voice becomes a 
chorus of voices.

People like to teach us single-
word commands. (Speak. Sit. Stay.) 

I have a gentle command for 
my animal-loving friends: Care. 

Albert, a Jack Russell Terri-
er, is Chairman of the Board of Wy-
lie Wagg, a shop for dogs, cats, and 
their people, in Middleburg, Fair-
fax, Falls Church and Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share 
Their homes with four-legged friends.



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
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WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703.317.7000
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In the Virginia Countryside
In the Capital Region
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BERRYMAN LANE, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Perfect Middleburg location - 4 BR, 3 FBA home on 3.5 acres. Protected
by surrounding large farms on all sides, 2 stall barn, both horse and
invisible dog fencing around entire property. Partially remodeled with
fabulous views. 3000+ SF. 3 miles to Middleburg and just that much
closer to DC without comprising quality of life. $639,000.
Jim Thompson 540-687-3216

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
NEW PRICE! Classic stone farm house dating from the early 1800’s located
on the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville Turnpike, N.E. of Middleburg.
Restored main residence with 3 finished levels, small guest cottage, 2BR
house, pool, pond, barns, stable, fields & woods on 48ac (in 2 parcels).
Surrounded by farms in scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $2,250,000.
Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

WILD WIND, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Located just west of town in Middleburg Downs, this lovely French
Colonial is sited on over 3 beautifully landscaped acres providing
excellent privacy and views of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Well
maintained 4 bedroom house has a new kitchen, laundry and powder
room. Hardwood floors throughout. $699,500.
Carole Miller 540-687-2233

BLUE RIDGE DOWNS, BOYCE, VA
Beautiful pastoral setting on 7.99 acres. 4 BR, 3.5 BA Cape Cod in
Clarke County's Hunt Country. Land suitable for horses. 1st floor MBR,
heated enclosed glass porch, newly renovated kitchen with upgraded
maple cabinets & SS appliances. Priced below recent appraisal! $499,900.
Carol Fochtman 540-272-4334
Rick Lowe 703-509-3962

CHESTNUT OAKS, UPPERVILLE, VA
Chestnut Oaks, located in Greystone just west of Upperville, VA.
Charming custom built brick colonial on 52+ acres, 4 bedrooms,
3.55 baths, lovely pine floors and stately wood moldings. Partially
fenced, 3 run-in sheds, lovely landscaped setting, total privacy offering
spectacular views. $1,750,000.
Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3328

THE RIDGES, HUME, VA
Located in the beautiful rolling countryside of Hume, VA is this lovely,
classic, well-built, colonial house. Ten acres, 4 bedrooms, 4 full and 2
half baths. Gourmet kitchen, large deck, wood floors throughout,
generator. Everything in A+ condition. Barn with 6 stalls, good fencing.
Gorgeous views in all directions. Also for rent $2,500/mo. $920,000.
Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222
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