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Middleburg’s new Chief of Po-
lice, A.J. Panebianco, formally 
announced the hiring of a new 
officer, Jay Hollins, effective 

July 12, 2012 .  Hollins will take the depart-
ment’s new “Oath of Honor” in the presence 
of the Mayor, Town Council, and members 
of the community he serves at the next  for-
mal meeting of Town Council.  

With Hollins’ appointment   Panebian-
co’s four-man force returned to full strength, 
after  being short one officer for only two 
days.

Hollins replaces long-
serving Middleburg  po-
liceman Own Heine, who 
resigned to take a position 
with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland 
Fisheries effective July 10.  

Panebianco reported 
that Hollins was already 

“working nights, doing his 
field training” and that he 
seemed to fit in well.  “I 
have heard some good 
things from a few folks 
so far,” he said.

Asked about the 
new Oath of Honor, 

Panebianco told the Eccen-
tric, “.I think it’s important to 
have the officers state their 
accountability to the public.  

That is why I like the oath…it 
says aloud what we expect of 
our officers.”

Panebianco had high 
praise for the work of Senior 
Officer Mike Prince, and of-

ficers Tim Tharpe and Heath-
er Fadely in June.  

The violent storm in late 
June brought out the best in the 

force and the town staff, he said, 
noting that he and the town could 
be “very proud” of all of them for 
“gutting it out and taking care of 
Middleburg.”  Town Admin-
istrator Martha Semmes and 
Council agreed unanimously.

Officer Heather Fadely, 
he continued, deserved special 
recognition for “braving the el-
ements to remove debris from 
the roads” as she stood watch 
“as the main storm hit.”

In addition to its emer-
gency duties, the Middleburg 
force responded to nearly 300 

calls for service during the past 
month, conducted well over 50 

foot patrols, and nearly 70 hands-
on checks of local properties and 

business, “not counting” the field 
work done by the Chief himself.

Panebianco and his officers have 
also been actively engaged in  other 

community activities, over and above 
their official duties, including fund rais-
ers and food collection for Seven Loaves. 

The force also worked closely 
with Town staff “to track down the ad-
dress” of what Town Administrator 
Martha Semmes describes as 
“a major delinquent taxpayer.”  
More than $4,000 in back real 
estate taxes and penalties were 
collected.

For more on the depart-
ment, the Chief encourages 

everyone to visit its new web site: http://mid-
dleburgpolice.org 

Volunteer Fire Department Oversight 

In response to questions about what 
steps, if any, have been taken to detect and 
prevent misuse of funds controlled by the 
County’s local volunteer fire companies, 
Doug Rambo, head of the Loudoun County 
Fire and Rescue Commission, told the Ec-
centric that as early as Fiscal Year 2007, 
during discussions of the County’s fire and 
rescue contributions for that year, “ . . . the 
Fire and Rescue Commission recommended 
establishment of a program to periodically 
audit volunteer fire and rescue companies.”

Unfortunately, according to Rambo,  
“The Board was unable to provide funding 
for the program at that time.”

“We have again suggested a program 
of periodic financial reviews” he said,  “and 
hope to receive funding from the Board of 
Supervisors in FY14 to audit stations every 
three years or when there is a change in the 
company treasurer.”

Rambo says that he believes the 
Board’s Government Reform Commission 
agrees “the audits that I have described are 
appropriate.”

On May 7 of this year, through its at-
torney, Ed MacMahon, the   Middleburg Vol-
unteer Fire Department accused its former 
Treasurer, the late Paul Draisey, of embez-
zling a sum approaching half a million dol-
lars from the department before his death by 
his own hand earlier this year.

New Streetscape Grant
Town Administrator Martha Semmes 

announced that on July 18 that the Metro-
politan Washington Transportation Planning 
Board had awarded Middleburg a technical 
assistance grant to develop a Washington 
Street Streetscape Improvement Plan. 

Middleburg’s project was one of only 
two Virginia grants out of a total of nine 
awarded under the program to projects in 
Maryland, Virginia and the District of Co-
lumbia

According to Semmes, “The Town, 
with the endorsement of Loudoun Coun-
ty, requested technical assistance for a 
streetscape improvement project for the 
town’s main street . . . . which was a recipient 
of the 2010 American Planning Association 
Great Streets Award.” 

The grant will cover the cost of devel-
oping a plan “for enhancing the safety and 
functionality of the street, while considering 
a host of unique factors such as historic pres-
ervation, aging street lights, and a succession 
plan for aging trees.”  

“The challenge of this project,” 
Semmes noted in a press release, “is to im-
prove the streetscape without losing the 
character that was recognized by the Great 
Streets Award.”

Middleburg Beautification and Pres-
ervation, Inc. was especially pleased at the 
news.  Elaine Burden told the Eccentric the 
group “has been raising money for the past 
twenty years” to support just such efforts. 
“We are delighted,” she said, not only because 
of the grants implications for ongoing beau-
tification projects, but for technical improve-
ments as well, 
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Robyn Dobson Yovanov-
ich, whose passion for 
theater and enthusiasm 
for life enriched students 

at Foxcroft School, members of 
the steeplechase racing community 
and the entire Middleburg com-
munity, lost her battle with cancer 
and died peacefully in her sleep 
Monday, July 23 at her home in 
Upperville, VA. She was 58.

Yovanovich is survived by 
her husband, Donald Yovanovich, 
and her daughter, Anna Clancey 
Yovanovich, father, Robert V. Dob-
son of Delaplane, VA, and brothers 
Michael Dobson of Middleburg, 
and John Dobson of Charleston, 
SC. Her mother, Gwendolyn Dob-
son, predeceased her.

Yovanovich had been chair 
of the Foxcroft School Fine Arts 
Department since 1997. She 
shared her passion for drama daily 
as advisor and mentor to scores 
of students and directed 30 major 
theatrical productions, including 
this spring’s “Legally Blonde.”  In 
addition to teaching drama, dance, 
and fitness, and advising several 
student clubs, she inspired many 
would-be thespians, a number of 
whom have gone on to earn drama 

scholarships and forge acting ca-
reers.

The courage with which she 
waged her three-year battle with 
cancer and her  love and devo-
tion to Foxcroft, came together 
in spring 2010 when she put on a 
one-woman show called “What I 
Did For Love” that raised nearly 
$7,000 for the School’s Fine Arts 
Department. 

Robyn was also well-known 
in area theater circles, appearing 
in and directing productions for 
the Middleburg Players, on whose 
Board she served. Referring to her 
family as “horse people,” she was 
involved in the equestrian life of 
the area as well. She  served as 
chair of volunteers for the Virginia 
Gold Cup and did color commen-
tary on ESPN-TV for the Gold Cup 
and the International Gold Cup  for 
a decade and a half. 

A fifth-generation Virginian, 
Robyn was born in Alexandria, 
Va., and moved to Middleburg 
when she was in high school. After 
attending the Catholic University 
of America on a Helen Hayes dra-
ma scholarship, she went to New 
York and worked on Broadway for 
several years, including a stint as 
an understudy for a character in A 
Chorus Line! She also worked in 
equine advertising and journalism  
businesses in Kentucky and Vir-
ginia and taught acting, directing 
and dance at other schools in the 
area.. 

A memorial service will be 
held Thursday, July 26, at 11:00 
a.m. at Foxcroft School, in Miss 
Charlotte’s Garden. Internment 
is private. Contributions may be 
made to the Foxcroft School Fine 
Arts Department, P.O. Box 5555, 
Middleburg, VA 20118.
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540-270-3835 $4,900,000Peter Pejacsevich

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

DresDen Farm now available– this beautifully Maintained 125 acre 
horse farM includes a circa 1785 5 bedrooM Main house, a 12 stall bel-
Mont barn with 8 paddocks, heated waterers, a new generator and a 
separate tack rooM. there are 4 additional dwellings (including newly 
renovated manager’s house and guest house), extensive greenhouses, 
gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond. 

Kearensyville, wv  - 1800s farM house on 60+ acres of rolling farM 
land.  2 ponds.  tree lined driveway. views!! great potential.

ebenezer rD – bluemont - the looK & Feel oF olD with all oF the 
moDern beneFits. custoM built log & stone hoMe include 2 separate 
lots--More acreage available. covered front & side porch. stone 
patio & stone walls. 3 stone fireplaces. finished space above 3 car 
garage would make excellent guest house. mBa feature a cooper 
lined claw foot tub & hidden shower stall. reclaiMed randoM width 
wood flooring. pond. spring house...

careFree ln – boyce - at the end of carefree acres sits this lovely 
cedar hoMe on 5 private acres. large country kitchen with all solid 
wood cabinets and solid wood doors through out the hoMe. finished 
lover level with full bath and kitchenette. close to shenandoah river.

) bench ln – bluemont - custoM built log hoMe with bright interior. 
approx 3000+ finished sf. sit in the screened porch or on the deck and 
enjoy the wildlife wandering bye.12+ acres open and wooded-- plenty 
of space for the gardeners. lovingly landscaped. private setting. de-
tached 3 car garage w/ covered shed area plus 1 car attached garage. 
den could be 5th br. loft area for your hoMe office.--great coMMuter 
location

locKes mill rD – berryville - lovely renovateD Farm house with 
charming 6 stall barn. all Fully renovated. tons of character. 
fenced paddocks. great rideout. blue ridge hunt country. surround-
ed by land in scenic easeMenet. super horse property. five bedrooMs, 4 
working fire places, patio, great views of blue ridge Mnts

540-270-3835 $3,975,000Peter Pejacsevich

white oaKs Farm, - miDDleburg - now available. 60 outstanding acres 
in the exclusive foxcroft area just 10 minutes from middleBurg. turn-
key horse farm with a Beautifully restored 1890’s 4 Bedroom, 2 full 2 
half bath Manor house. original hardwood, wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard 
stable with an iMpressive party/hunt breakfast rooM, 7 paddocks with new 
fencing. 2 additional dwellings.

Keyser rD – hume - well located in beautiful huMe less than 1 hr 
from dc; spectacular views. expertly renovated with high-end finishes 
and craftsManship. Main residence, pool w/ pool house, fieldstone 
hardscaping, gourMet kitchen, catering kitchen, great flow. 2 br 2 ba 
guest house, center aisle 8 stall horse stable, riding ring, virtually 
unliMited ride out. 78.58 ac in 2 parcels; addl 50.3 ac parcel available
  

 snaKe hill rD– miDDleburg 1850 georgian estate. 121 acres. 
traditional virginian hunt country Manor. spacious & private 
8-bedrooM hoMe. gracious winding stairway & restored hardwood 
floors throughout. long, tree-lined driveway, lake, 3 barns, 7 & 
24-stall. swimming pool and equine heated exercise pool, outdoor 
arena. 4-board fencing, 2 tenant hses. 5 Minutes to Middlebug. i hr 
dc. conservation easeMent.

Possum hollow – DelaPlane - stunning custom colonial on approx. 
25 acres in a gorgeous setting. beautifully decorated and land-
scaped. high ceilings, sun-filled rooMs - wood floors & fabulous 
windows capture Magnificent views froM every rooM. ideal for 
horses or a gracious country lifestyle. located in piedMont hunt.

540-533-7543 $199,000.Peter Pejacsevich

703-606-6358                            $ 3,255,000george roll

beaverDam briDge rD – Purcellville - outstanding 20 acre geM with 
elevated, unobstructed views of the blue ridge, bull run and cobbler 
Mountains, and surrounded by open lan

wooDgrove rD - Purcellville, -Private ParK liKe setting.
oPen&wooDeD w/stream&PonD. 4 bay barn.bricK DetacheD 
oversizeD 2-4 car garage w/ storage above. unique home w/ 
character has much to oFFer.1st Floor br Plus 2-3 brs on ul. 
hw Floors. cozy Fr with wooDstove.covereD bacK Porch.bricK 
Patio. ingrounD Pool & screeneD in cabana

540-533-7453 .mary cantatore

540-454-1399  $ 715,000scott buzzelli

540-533-7453  $466,000mary cantatore

540-533-7453                              $795,000marcy cantatore

540-270-3835 $1,485,000Peter Pejacsevich540-270-3835 $2,900,000Peter Pejacsevich 703-509-4499  $930,000anne mcintosh

540-533-7453                               $525,000marcy cantatore

Cover Photo by
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Photography

News of Note

w h e r e  y o u  b e l o n g .

Creighton Farms, greater washington’s most extraordinary resort-lifestyle 
community, invites you to visit and learn about all the benefits of member-

ship in The Club at Creighton Farms. Schedule a visit today to experience our:

•  Award-winning Jack Nicklaus  
Signature Golf Course

•  Brand new 30,000-square-foot  
Clubhouse

•  Grille Room, Pub and Private  
Dining Room

• Club Rooms for overnight stays

• Spa Facilities

• Fitness Room with exercise equipment

• Extensive golf practice areas

•  Future plans for tennis, swimming,  
Sports & Wellness Center*

To schedule a visit and personal tour – and learn more about golf, Corporate  
or Social Memberships at Creighton Farms – please call Michael Robichaud at 
703-957-4808.

Membership is subject to application, approval, and payment of applicable fees and dues. obtain and 
carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to 
obtain a membership. *Planned amenities

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA  20105
www.creightonfarms.com  |  703-957-4800

Several generations of 
Middleburg area skiers 
who grew up skiing at 
Bryce will be sadden to 

hear of the passing of Jack Kern 
of the Bryce Mountain National 
Ski Patrol. 

Jack will be remembered 
by many readers.  He worked at 
Bryce as a volunteer for several 
decades.

Area residents may not 
know that Jack retired as a Brig-
adier General in the US Army, 
having served in Bosnia, Iraq 

and Afghanistan, in addition to 
his civilian work.  He helped 
many generations of Hill School 
students and others on Fridays 
and weekends during the ski sea-
son. 

He died from complica-
tions following heart surgery and 
will be buried with full military 
honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery on October 18, 2012, 
beginning at 3.00 p.m. at Fort 
Myer Old Post Chapel..

Sad News for 
Middleburg Area Skiers 

Robyn Dobson Yovanovich

On July 4, 2012, William 
Elton Burdick passed 
away at his home in 
Potomac Falls, Virgin-

ia.  He was born on September 2, 
1930 in Bradford, Pennsylvania.

Bill entered the University 
of Chicago as a fifiteen-year-od 
student and subsequently earned 
an engineering degree from Le-
high University and a Masters 
Degree in economics from Stan-
ford University. He graduated in 
1950 and went to work for Beth-
lehem Steel.  

He married his sweetheart 
Sally in 1954, the same year he 
joined the Navy.

Early duty in Yokosuka, 
Japan, as a Civil Engineer was 
a highlight tour in the views of 

both Sally and Bill.  Other tours 
included Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, the Washington Navy 
Yard and the Pentagon.

After retiring in 1975, Bill 
worked as a general contractor, 
building two churches and a li-
brary.  He also constructed the 
family’s home in Middleburg, 
Virginia, complete with a nine-
hole golf course. 

In addition to golfing, Bill 
was an avid model ship and rail-
road builder.

Bill is survived by his wife, 
Sally, their two children, Martha 
and Paul and four grandsons, 
Jonathan, Daniel, William and 
Robert.  You may reach Sally at 
540 687 5657 maraposa@fal-
consresidents.org.

William Elton Burdick
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There is another way to live and 
think: its called agrarianism.

  It is not so much a philosophy as a 
practice, an attitude, a loyalty,
 a passion---all based in close 

connection with the land. 
 It results in a sound local 

economy in which producers
 and consumers are neighbors 

and in which nature herself 
becomes the standard 

for work and production.
	 Wendell Berry,author,poet, 

2012 Jefferson lecturer and farmer.

Sandy Lerner is no stranger to 
the battlefield.  Whether it be 
strewn with venture capital-
ists, FDA regulators or Colin 

Firth aficionados.  But the fifteen-
year fight to create a 21st century 
Piedmont farm that meets her exact-
ing standards has taken a toll.

“Farming is very hard work,” 
she says emphatically. “But my par-
ents taught me to love hard work.  
That’s not the problem.

“The problem is that the 
American food system has been 
destroyed by big producers and big 
banks. If these changes had resulted 
in better food for us all, I’d applaud.  
Sadly, the opposite is true and we all 
know it.

“When I was in school, I took 
care of our cows on my aunt and 
uncle’s Northern California farm.  
I knew those cows well.  I can still 
tell you what a cow is thinking from 
across the field. 

“I did my homework sitting 
with those cows every day after 
school.  They were kind and patient 
friends.  We took very good care of 
them, and they, in turn, provided us 
with excellent food.  It was a sym-
biotic relationship that served all 
involved.  That is hardly the mega-
agribusiness model that calls the tune 
today.”

At a certain point in Sandy’s 
life, when becoming a farmer again 
held great appeal, she visited fifty 

farms before deciding to purchase 
Ayrshire in Upperville in 1996. 

The 800-acre Virginia prop-
erty was in serious disrepair, but with 
the help of her farm manager, her 
not-insignificant assets and her deter-
mination to create a certified humane 
and certified organic farm, she set to 
work.

“I thought I was prepared to 
go the distance to produce beautiful, 
healthy food,” she says.  “I wanted to 
create an organic ecosystem on my 
working manor farm that could be a 
21st century agrarian model. 

“I was naïve.  I didn’t under-
stand that big growers don’t need to 
play fair with smaller farmers.  

“Agriculture has changed so 
much.. and not for the better… there 
is no longer a food system to support 
smaller farms in the US… 40 years 
ago there was a great food system in 
California… and all across the coun-
try.  But as the concentration of banks 
occurred, and the Bechtels, Tysons,  
Cargills and their ilk bought up the 
small farms, slaughter-houses, local 
transportation systems, and process-
ing plants, the food system was de-
stroyed.

Years ago, according to Sandy, 
local bankers had available equity 
in their local farms, but as banks 
merged and the traditions of smaller 
institutions were subsumed, the rug 
was pulled out from under the local 
agricultural supply, production and 
distribution systems.

“I remember a time when my 
uncle’s Auburn banker would stop 
by our farm just to say hello and see 
how we were doing.  Those days are 
long gone.”

Today, major universities are 
so dependent on large multinational 
seed, chemical, and agribusnesses for 
research funding, that small farmers 
have a difficult time gaining enough 
influence and leverage to promote 
their interests.   

Transportation is another 
problem.  As suburban development 
began to ring the cities, farmland dis-

appeared and moving your produce 
or product to market became prohibi-
tively expensive and time-consum-
ing, especially so as the local food 
system disappeared simultaneously 
with local trains, canning and pro-
cessing facilities, and skilled labor.

“I quickly learned that, in or-
der to have viable local growing, 
production and distribution systems, 
we had to design, staff and manage 
them ourselves.”

“It has taken years to perfect 
our poultry system and this year we 
will process 200,000 chickens.  The 
quality of our birds is superb.  They 
meet every certified humane and 
certified organic standard.  We have 
shipped to 40 states, and it is clear 
that we could market 200,000 more 
if we could process and distribute 
them.  We could not scale up to dou-
ble our production, so I finally under-
stood that the very best way to meet 
demand and continue to contribute 
to the local economy was to spin off 
our chicken production to an inde-
pendent farm run by a local farmer 
who used to produce under contract 
to Tyson.

“That’s what we’ve done, and 
the outcome is an enormous success.  
The farmer is delighted.  He thor-
oughly understands the regulations 
and requirements of a certified hu-
mane and certified organic business, 
and our customers could not be more 
pleased.”

As a certified humane farmer, 
Sandy must ensure that every step 
of the transportation, growing, and 
slaughter processes meets code.  
HACCP (Hazard Analysis & Critical 
Control Points, a management sys-
tem created by USDA,) plans have 
to change every time anything on 
the farm changes, and the regulation 
manuals are three inches deep. Un-
less one is willing to stay abreast of 
every nuance, it is almost impossible 
to remain certified.

Although Federal regulations 
for certified humane and organic cat-
egories can be nightmares… Virginia 

is, in Sandy’s opinion, the worst agri-
cultural business state in the nation.  

“Virginia has very little atten-
tion focused on local food systems 
(except wine), and there is little, if 
any, attention given to “specialty 
crop” production or distribution.  
Virginia, on the other hand, is a great 
place to be in business.  But when 
you ship out of state, our product is 
controlled by Federal regulations.”

Mega-agribusinesses like 
ADM, Tysons, or Cargill employ de-
partments of people to ride herd on 
the regulators and they invest major 
sums in lobbying to shape the regula-
tions.  

Smaller farmers simply cannot 
play in this arena. 

With little local bank support, 
land overvalued by developers, and 
absent processing and distribution 
infrastructures, it has become almost 
impossible for independent farms to 
thrive.

Not everyone who wishes to 
farm has Sandy Lerner’s dedication, 
vision, sense of stewardship and re-
sources.   But even Sandy Lerner, 
with all these assets and one of the 
most beautiful farms in The Pied-
mont, is frustrated with the chal-
lenges she faces as she tries to help 
open an era of American agriculture 
that contributes significantly to the 
health and well being of 21st century 
citizens.

A few challenges along the 
way have included:

“When I realized one-third of 
my rare heritage cattle were clini-
cally anemic … I had to create an 
‘organically acceptable’ way to bring 
them back to health…. It took weeks 
of research and testing to solve this 
problem… research and testing that 
I did myself.

We’ve run up against compro-
mised reproductive systems directly 
attributed to the consumption of tall 
fescue.  Fescue kills the reproductive 
system in any animal… I don’t plant 
it, but it arrives airborne on the farm.  
I lose six animals a year to fescue 

toxicity, thanks to the suburban de-
sire for a year-round green lawn.

Sod farming requires more 
chemicals than any other “agricultur-
al” crop.  Those chemicals run into 
the streams, foul the water table, and 
compromise the health of the popula-
tion whether animal or human.”

The labor challenge can also 
be difficult.  

“There are no longer any ag. 
classes in Loudoun county high 
schools, and no organic ag. classes 
at any Virginia university.  I was 
recruiting and training wonderful 
workers who were, in time, recruited 
by others.  If I had been in the recruit-
ment business, it would have made 
good bottom-line sense.  I wasn’t.  
And, it doesn’t.”

The Bottom Line

	 Fifteen years ago, when 
Sandy started farming at Ayrshire, 
she wanted to prove that she could 
create a local, humane, organic, prof-
itable farming business.

“For millennia, Europeans 
have been hybridizing animals and 
produce for health and taste.  Beau-
tiful food during all seasons of the 
year.

“I can do that, I thought.  To-
tally confident that I was capable and 
dedicated enough to succeed.”

“I would find ancient breeds 
and bring them back.  I would work 
closely with Mimi Stein, Dave Ste-
phens, and others, who have been 
with me since the beginning, to en-
sure that the Ayrshire Farm quality 
was consistently producing the best 
food anywhere.   I knew it would 
take time.  But we had time and capi-
tal.”

What she did not understand 
was that she would have to solve ev-
ery problem herself.  From designing 
new processing systems to defining 
what precisely the problems were, 
what were their causes, and finding 
humane, organic solutions.  

“If you have to define the 
problem before you can solve it, it is 
a real roadblock in farming.  Time is 
seldom on your side and seasons go 
by very quickly.  An ill-defined prob-
lem can lead to a poorly considered 
solution.  A poor solution is often 
worse than no solution at all.”

Ayrshire has not yet reached 
profitability, and to succeed, the farm 
must be a profitable business. 

“ Our poultry model may be a 
big part of the future for us,” Sandy 
muses.  “By working with farmers 
that contribute to our growing, pro-
duction, and distribution processes, 
we can make a major contribution to 
the health of the country and of the 
local economy.  That may be our fu-
ture….”

“My goal has not changed,” 
she insists.  

“All I want to do is create deli-
cious, beautiful food that is good for 
you, create local jobs, and be kind to 
animals.”

“I had no idea it would be so 
difficult.”

News of Note
The New Agrarians
Sandy Lerner Fights to Win Her American Revolution

Celebrate Summer 
at Goodstone Inn & Restaurant!
Join us for the finest in French Country cuisine 
at our award-winning, farm-to-table restaurant. 

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM
36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117

Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table.

Like us on Facebook • Follow us on Twitter:
@goodstoneinn

A  V I S I T  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N AT I O N  R E S TA U R A N T

TripAdvisor Winner: “2012 Certificate of Excellence” • Wine Enthusiast Magazine Winner: “100 Best Wine Restaurants 2012”

OpenTable Winner: “100 Best Restaurants in the USA 2011” • Condé Nast Johansens Winner: “Most Excellent Inn, North America 2011” 

THE GOODSTONE SPA:
Enjoy total relaxation with a massage or facial. 

Visit www.goodstone.com for our full spa menu.

Corporate Meetings • Elegant Weddings • Special Events

Goodstone July Ad Middleb. Ecc. _Layout 1  7/3/12  12:03 PM  Page 1
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News of Note

What is now known as 
Middleburg Humane 
Foundation (MHF) 
has been a part of the 

Middleburg community for so long 
that some of its origins have passed 
into myth and need a little clarifica-
tion.  

It began as an adoption pro-
gram called Scruffy’s Strays in the 
eponymous ice cream parlor at 6 W. 
Washington Street, opened in 1987 
by Hilleary Bogley as a means to 
raise money to help needy animals.  
Pictures and stories were posted on 
the walls for potential adopters to 
see.  

For six years, foster homes 
provided care, and proceeds from 
Scruffy’s paid for spaying, neuter-
ing and other veterinary care.   Al-
though Scruffy’s never raised much 
money, it did raise community 
awareness and support. 

Many concerned citizens 
came together around a dream of a 
farm shelter where abused and ne-

glected animals could receive spe-
cial care and a second chance.

In 1994, the dream became 
reality.  

An abandoned farmhouse 
on almost five acres just outside 
Middleburg (in Marshall, an area 
of more reasonably priced real es-
tate) was purchased by a handful 
of those animal lovers and given its 
own second chance as a farm shel-
ter.  

MHF was  incorporated 
as a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion with a board of directors to 
whom Hilleary, as foundation 
president, continues to report.    In 
the 19 years since, MHF has been 
proud and honored to be part of the 
Middleburg community.   Because 
of the generous friends it has made 
here, almost 10,000 animals have 
benefited from MHF’s many pro-
grams.  

The beloved Scruffy’s no lon-
ger raises money for the shelter, but 
provides livelihood for Hilleary to 

supplement her MHF salary.  As in 
many of Middleburg’s businesses 
though, pictures and information 
about MHF still grace Scruffy’s 
walls.  

Since the beginning, these 
friendly establishments have kindly 
provided essential help to MHF by 
posting pictures of available ani-
mals and putting out donation jars 
for the cause.  

In 1997, MHF enhanced its 
Middleburg presence by opening 
a thrift shop next door to the ice 
cream parlor.  The shop’s proximity 
to and shared history with Scruffy’s 
has caused many long-time cus-
tomers to think of them as one busi-
ness, but they are completely sepa-
rate.  The MHF Thrift Shop is run 
entirely by volunteers and open ev-
ery day of the week from noon until 
5 pm.  Every penny of its proceeds 
goes directly to shelter operations.

Beyond adoption, MHF pro-
grams assist chained dogs, provide 
low-cost spay/neuter and emergen-

cy medical assistance, coordinate 
with Equine Rescue, educate the 
public, compassionately help con-
trol feral cat populations, and in-
crease adoptability with behavioral 
enrichment.  

But the core of MHF’s mis-
sion is a specialization in rescue 
and rehabilitation of abused and 
neglected animals.  

MHF is just one essential 
component of a larger system of 
private and governmental animal 
agencies that serve the area around 
Middleburg.  The farm shelter plays 
a special role as a healthy, healing 
environment for animals too sick, 
weak, traumatized, or frightened to 
succeed in more typical facilities.

MHF takes in animals re-
ferred from many sources in sev-
eral surrounding Virginia counties 
and even from West Virginia.  Hil-
leary also volunteers her services as 
a court-appointed Humane Inves-
tigator for Fauquier and Culpeper 
counties.  Although she has no legal 

jurisdiction in Loudoun County, she 
cooperates and coordinates with 
their animal control department. 

In any county, the sheriff’s 
department is the place to report 
concerns about animal welfare.

MHF continues to dream big, 
and the need for its services has 
outgrown the small farm.   Long-
time supporters Zohar and Lisa Ben 
Dov have generously given MHF 
25 acres of land at the west end of 
Marshall.  Now MHF is turning to 
its big-hearted and animal-friendly 
community for donations to build a 
new facility.  Planning is in its early 
stages, but fundraising is underway. 

Donations payable to “MHF 
New Farm Fund” may be sent to 
Middleburg Humane Foundation, 
P.O. Box 1238, Middleburg, VA  
20118.

More information about 
MHF and its programs is available 
at middleburghumane.com.

Middleburg Humane Continues to Serve

10 East Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 middleburgrealestate.com

Charlie Westbrook

Picturesque turn-key equestrian ProPerty on 20 acres in 
Warrenton Hunt WitH immaculate custom Home and mani-
cured grounds. mountain vieWs, rolling, fenced Pastures, 
kennel, guest House and 9 stall barn connected to indoor 
ring. tWo run-in sHeds/equiP buildings, Paddock and Pond.  
additional 58 acres WitH WorksHoP and creek available for 
Potential easement.                                                           $1,225,000

• Realtor of Estate & 
  Land Properties

• Practiced in 
  Conservation
  Land Easement 
  Strategies

• Real Estate & 
  Tax Credit 
  Advisory Services

Middleburg real estate

outstanding 53 ac race training facility able to con-
vert to turnkey oPeration for eventers, Hunter/jumP-
ers, dressage. 5 local Hunts in 30 min drive. Primary 
barn Has 28 stalls WitH office, vet and tack rooms. sec-
ond barn encloses 2 eurosizers and easily converted to 
indoor ring 80x150x20’. 15 paddocks on 35 acres. House 
site.                                                                       $1,947,500

703.447.9505
tHe PercH ~ tHe Plains, va

Wonderful location \in orange county Hunt. love-
ly 3 bedroom contemPorary WitH fabulous kitcHen/ 
dining room. large living room WitH firePlace. full 
suite on loWer level WitH great room, kitcHen, fire-
Place, bedroom & batH. stone terraces back and 
front. Pool. seParate garage WitH guest suite/ office. 
2 stall barn WitH full batH/ groom quarters. fenced 
Paddock. Privacy. landscaPing.                     $1,225,000

millrace farm ~ Warrenton, va

HaPs lane ~ Purcellville, va

Freedom from 
Knee Pain

is Quicker & Closer Than You Think

Learn More at a FREE Local Seminar
Is knee pain keeping you from enjoying an active lifestyle? 

You may be a candidate for Prince William Hospital’s new 

MAKOplasty® partial knee resurfacing. Our orthopaedic 

surgeons use 3-D imaging and robot-assisted technology  

to resurface only the diseased area of your knee, leaving 

healthy bone and tissue intact. For most, this means just 

one night in the hospital, rapid relief from pain and a quick 

return to what you’ve been missing.

Wed., August 1, 7 p.m.
Gabriel Gluck, MD

Wed., August 15, 7 p.m.
A. Brion Gardner, MD

4th floor Conference Room 
Prince William Hospital 
8700 Sudley Road, Manassas

To Register: 703-530-WELL (9355) 
or www.pwhs.org/seminar

www.pwhs.org/robot   

Polo enthusiasts can im-
merse themselves in the 
sport of polo at the Na-

tional Sporting 
Library and Museum on 

the weekend of September 22 
and 23 with a symposium, an 
art exhibition, and a benefit 
polo match. 

The first, a Symposium 
on Saturday in the Founders’ 
Room of the Library from 3:00 
p.m. - 7:30 p.m. The second, a 
Polo Cup fundraiser on Sun-
day, will take place at the Vir-
ginia International Polo Club 
in Upperville, Virginia. 

 
Evolution of Polo in America

 
This extraordinary oppor-

tunity is enriched by a sympo-
sium featuring prominent ex-
perts in the sport – its history, 
art and the game itself.  Mod-
erated by F. Turner Reuter, Jr., 
the panel of experts includes: 

 H. A. Laffaye, a former 
polo player and an author-
ity on international polo and 
its history who has authored 
several books, including The 
Evolution of Polo and Polo in 
the United States. Dr. Laffaye 
is also a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Museum of 
Polo and Chairman of the Hall 
of Fame Nominating Commit-
tee. 

Michael H. S. Finney,  a 
Maryland racing historian and 
sporting art dealer specializing 
in equine art. He began his polo 
career at the Bostwick’s Village 
Farms Club in New York and 
went on to reside with Hector 
Barrantes in Argentina before 
playing for White Birch Farm. 
Finney has also served as an 
instructor, announcer and ref-
eree at the Myopia Polo Club 
in Boston and as a consultant 
on polo art for Polo Magazine. 

Dennis J. Amato,  Ph.D,  
a noted polo historian, who 
has amassed one of the world’s 
largest collections of printed 
materials and ephemera on 
the sport.  He has contributed 
to several books and written 
almost forty articles includ-
ing Long Island Polo: Past & 
Present, Theodore Roosevelt 
and Oyster Bay Polo, Early 
California Polo and Artist & 
Poloist: Charles Cary Rum-
sey.  Amato also served as the 
Meadow Brook Club’s histo-
rian in 1994 and 1995.  

Charles Muldoon, a five-
goal polo player, who has 
played the sport at the high-
est levels, both nationally and 
internationally. Notably, he is 
also the captain for the U.S. 
Polo Team and was elected 
Governor at Large of the US 
Polo Association in 2011. 

 The symposium is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 
22, 3:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. It is 
free and open to the public. 
There is limited seating so 
reservations are required. For 

more information, please con-
tact jsheeehan@nsl.org or call 
540-687-6542, ex 10.

Polo Art Exhibition

“Chukkers:  The Sport of 
Polo in Art” will include over 
fifty paintings and watercolors, 
twenty sculptures and medals, 
and a selection of antique tro-
phies.  Curated by the NSLM 
and researched by H. A. Laf-
faye, the exhibition includes 
loans from the Museum of 
Polo and Hall of Fame.  

The exhibition is free and 
open to the public. Museum 

Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 
noon to 4 p.m. The NSLM is 
closed on federal holidays. 

 
 Polo Cup Fundraiser

 
A benefit for the NSLM 

will take place at the Virginia 
International Polo Club in 
Upperville, Virginia, Sunday 
September 23. 

For information on the 
match and luncheon, please 
call Diana Kingsbury-Smith at 
540-687-6542, ext. 26 .

Polo Weekend at National Sporting Library & Museum

Thirteen-year-old Philomont 
resident Lindsay Woods, a 
student at The Hill School 
in Middleburg, has earned 

first place in one of several nation-
wide contests sponsored by the An-
cient Coins for Education (ACE) 
Organization.  

Her score was the highest in 
the country (Junior Division: 13 and 
under) for one of three ACE Im-
age Competitions. Image Contests 
require students to answer a chal-
lenging series of questions about the 
history of the ancient world based 
on pictures of coins, buildings, and 
artifacts.

The Ancient Coins for Edu-

cation Organization was founded 
in 2001 by a group of Classical 
numismatists (those who study or 
collect coins) to help teachers of the 
classics bring ancient history to life.  
ACE puts tangible pieces of the past 
into the hands of children, including 
actual ancient Roman coins for stu-
dents to measure and identify, and 
offers authenticated Roman coins to 
its top prize winners to keep. 

Lindsay was presented with 
four coins at the Hill School’s An-
nual Awards Assembly held June 
5th.  Among the academic awards 
Lindsay earned was a Certificate 
of Outstanding Achievement from 
the American Classical League/

National Junior Classical League 
for exceptional results on the 2012 
Introduction to Latin National Latin 
Exam.   

The Hill School, where Lind-
say Woods is a rising 8th grader, is 
one of about 120 schools to partici-
pate in the annual Ancient Coins for 
Education competitions.  Lindsay 
entered in all four competitions.

In recognition of Lindsay’s 
exceptional achievements, Hill 
School Latin Teacher Christie 
Roberts presented her with a large 
framed display of her prizes: the 
Ancient Coins for Education Junior 
Division First-Place Certificate; the 
four authentic, ACE-bestowed an-

cient Roman coins; as well as three 
School Winner Certificates.  

“We at Hill School are all 
very proud of the hard work and ini-
tiative Lindsay showed in complet-
ing all four contests, and we are es-
pecially pleased to congratulate her 
for the exceptional achievement of 
winning national recognition from 
the ACE program,” Roberts said.

Lindsay lives in Philomont 
with her parents, Lisa and Dennis 
Woods, and her three older sib-
lings, all of whom graduated from 
The Hill School (Melissa ‘04, Evan 
‘07, and Anthony, ’10).  In addi-
tion to her studies, Lindsay enjoys 
field hockey, riding and pony club, 

and serving as an elected 8th Grade 
Sports Captain.

Latin Awards

Exceptional results on the 
2012 National Latin Exam testify 
to the strength of the Hill School’s 
Latin program.  Of the thirty-three 
seventh and eighth grade Hill 
School students who took the exam, 
a remarkable 76% earned national 
recognition.  

The independent K-8 school 
offers an introduction to Latin class 
in sixth grade followed by high 
school Latin in seventh and eighth 
grades.  The following students 
earned American Classical League/
National Junior Classical League 
Awards for 2012 National Latin 
Exam:

SEVENTH  GRADE CER-
TIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT 
presented to: Cassidy Bolden, Anna 
Calloway-Jones, Tully Kennedy, 
Guadalupe Sandoval, Andrew Si-
mon, Nicole Stetson, Finley Stew-
art, Sofia Tate, George Williams

SEVENTH GRADE CER-
TIFICATES OF OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT presented to: 
Leland Burke, Jacob Daum, Devin 
Keeler, Crishon Washington, Kath-
ryn Whitehead, Lindsay Woods

EIGHTH GRADE CERTIFI-
CATES “CUM LAUDE” presented 
to: Philip Bein and Ben Weed 

EIGHTH GRADE CER-
TIFICATES “MAXIMA CUM 
LAUDE” AND SILVER MEDALS 
presented to: Savannah Birchall 
Clayton, Lizzy Catherwood, Madi-
son Johnson, Marina Shallcross 

EIGHTH GRADE CERTIFI-
CATES “SUMMA CUM LAUDE” 
AND GOLD MEDALS presented 
to:  Rooney deButts, Carley El-
dredge, Boo Graham, Charlotte 
Scharfenberg

Hill School Student Earns First Place in 
National Classics Competition
Exceptional Number of Hill School Students Earn
2012 National Latin Exam Awards
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News of Note

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Hosted By: 

August 7, 2012   6:00pm — 8:30pm 
Join us  

and Our Co-Sponsor at the  

MIDDLEBURG COMMUNITY CENTER 

Fun and 

Games 
Food and Drinks 

POST 295 

Co-Sponsor: 
In Cooperation With: 

FREE !! 

Bounce and Play,  
Cornhole, Safety Displays 

and MORE!! 

2 Bicycles to 
Give Away!! 

Free Gifts and 
Prizes!! 

THE MIDDLEBURG COMMUNITY CENTER 
A 501c(3) non-profit organization 

Call (540) 687– 6373 or email 
middleburgcc@aol.com  

300 West Washington Street 
PO Box 265 

Middleburg, VA 20118-0265 

The Board of Directors of the Middleburg Community Center along 
with Event Chairs Joey Snider and Bundles Murdock sincerely thank all 

the volunteers and sponsors who made our July 4th celebration so 
 successful. Middleburg Community Center provided an evening of 

games, raffles by a community group, and a  spectacular fireworks show 
providing family entertainment to more than 500+ people. 

Special Thanks  
 

Kerry Marshall 
 

Dunn Fout 
 

American Legion Post #295 
 

Justin Dennison - Drummer 
 

Garret Millich - Trumpeter 
 

Teri Domanski & Boy Scout Troop 
#2950 

 

Middleburg Eccentric 
 

Middleburg Police Department 
 

Middleburg Volunteer Fire Department  
 

Loudoun County Sheriff’s K-9 unit 
& “Bronco” 

 

Shelia Johnson & Salamander Hospitality 
- Fireworks Site 

Col. John Zugschwert 

Akre Capital Management 
Mrs. Magalen Bryant 
Clites Architects, PC 

Mr. & Mrs. John Kent Cooke 
Richard Falkenstein, M.D. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Firestone 
Focus Wealth Management, Ltd. 

Ms. Margaret Gallagher 
Suzanne, Amy & Pippa Gerber-Stroh 

Mr. & Mrs. Sydney Hall 
J.R. Snider, Ltd. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Janes 
Mrs. Virginia Jenkins 

Mr. & Mrs. Trowbridge Littleton 
Mrs. Jacqueline Mars - Stonehall Farm 

Mr. Kerry Marshall 
Middleburg Country Inn 
Middleburg Orthopaedics 

Middleburg Physical Therapy 
Middleburg Tack Exchange 

Mrs. Jeanne Morency 
Bundles Murdock 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Nettere 
Mrs. Allen D. Ohrstrom 

Mr. Franklin Payne 
Mrs. Nicole Perry  

Mrs. Marie Piskorz 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Reid 
Mrs. Carolyn Saffer 
Ms. Mary B Schwab 

Mr. Mark Snyder 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sodolski 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Thomas 

Thomas & Talbot Real Estate 
Town of Middleburg 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Van Metre 

In 2007, in an effort to promote 
the growth of the State’s wine 
industry as both agribusi-
ness and a tourist attraction,  

the State of Virginia passed laws 
severely restricting the power of 
local authorities to regulate what 
a grape-growing, wine-making, 
“agricultural operation” could or 
could not do.

At that time Fauquier county 
counted three (or arguably fewer) 
wineries on its tax rolls.  Now 
there are 26.

As the wine business grew, 
so did the promotional activities 
associated with the “business” of 
keeping a winery afloat.  

Some of them annoyed the 
neighbors.

Since at least 2008 Fauquier 
County, its residents, wine makers, 
Supervisors, and outside interest 
groups have been debating the fine 
points of reaching a legal “modus 

viendi” between growers and non-
growers:  a set of regulations that 
would not only allow the growth 
of the wine industry, but promote 
it, while at the same time protect-
ing the peace and quiet of those 
who happened to live in the vicin-
ity of an operation that, in order 
to survive, must all too often be 
much more than a grape-growing, 
wine-pressing “farm.”

On July 12, after years of 
heated debate, public hearings, 
lawsuits and related unpleasant-
ries all too often related to com-
promise, the Fauquier County 
Board of Supervisors adopted 
“THE FAUQUIER COUNTY 
FARM WINERY ORDINANCE 
ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 
AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS 
3-318, 5-1810, 6-102, 6-400 AND 
15-300 OF THE FAUQUIER 
COUNTY ZONING ORDI-
NANCE.” 

The debates over and around 
that ordinance have been well 
covered by local media.  Less well 
covered have been the actual rules 
themselves.

Here, in brief, are some of 
the more controversial elements of 
the legislation.   The list is by no 
means exhaustive.

To read the entire ordinance, 
request a copy from the Fauquier 
County Board of Supervisors, 
or see the version posted on the 
“Fauquier Now” website:  http://
www.fauquiernow.com/images/
userfiles/files/Ordinance_Farm-
Wineries.pdf

At press time Fauquier 
winery owners were reportedly 
already considering a court chal-
lenge.

Activities “Allowed” at a 
“Farm Winery”

Upon approval of a zoning permit, 
owners of a “Farm Winery” in 
Fauquier may conduct:

1. The On-Premises sale 
of wine during Regular Business 
Hours, or if approved, during Ex-
tended Business Hours; 

2. Wine Tasting and Con-
sumption conducted On-Premises 
at a Farm Winery during Regular 
Business Hours, or if approved, 
during Extended Business Hours; 

3. The direct sale and ship-
ment of wine by common carrier 
to consumers in accordance with  . 
. . the Code of Virginia and regula-
tions of the ABC Board; 

4. The sale and shipment 
of wine to Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board licensed wholesal-
ers, and to out of state purchasers 
in accordance with . . .  the Code 
of Virginia and regulations of the 
ABC Board, and federal law; 

5. The storage, warehousing 
and wholesaling of wine in accor-
dance . . . . the Code of Virginia 
and regulations of the ABC Board, 
as well as federal law; 

6. The sale of Wine-Related 
Items incidental to the sale of wine 
during Regular Business Hours, 
or if approved, during Extended 
Business Hours; 

7. Private personal gather-
ings held by the owner of a Farm 
Winery who resides at such Farm 
Winery (or on property adjacent 
thereto that is owned or controlled 
by such owner) where wine is not 
sold or marketed at such event; 
and further provided that such 
private personal gathering is not 
otherwise regulated pursuant to 
the provisions of the Zoning Or-
dinance; 

8. Light Accompaniments 
served in conjunction with Wine 
Tasting and Consumption during 
Regular Business Hours, or if ap-
proved, during Extended Business 
Hours; and 

9. Up to two times in any 

calendar month, activities or 
events that would otherwise fall 
within the definition of a Special 
Event, but which (a) are limited to 
25 invitees or ticketed attendees, 
and held when the Farm Winery 
is closed to the general public, and 
in any case prior to Closing Time; 
or (b) involve the serving of Ca-
tered Food to the general public 
in conjunction with Wine Tasting 
and Consumption during Regular 
Business Hours, or if approved, 
Extended Business Hours. 

Further restrictions gov-
ern sound, lighting, parking, and 
health regulations.

The Closing Time for any 
Special Event held at a Farm Win-
ery was set at no later than 9:00 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday 
and 11:00 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day. 

Prohibited Activity

Expressly prohibited are:
1. Restaurants, Food Estab-

lishments as defined by the Health 
Department, or any activity which 
requires a Temporary Food Estab-
lishment Permit from the Health 
Department 

2. Helicopter rides 
3. Hot air balloons 
4. Fireworks 
5. Grocery, convenience or 

general stores 
6. Go-kart, motorized bike 

or four-wheeler trails, tracks or 
rides 

7. Amusement park rides 
8. Flea markets 
9. Farmers’ markets 
10. Bowling Alleys 
11. Mini-golf 
12. Personal Services, in-

cluding beauty or spa type services 
13. Such other uses as are 

determined by the Zoning Admin-
istrator to be similar in nature or in 
impact to those listed above. 

Fauquier and the Wineries
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As of June 30, the Friends 
of the Middleburg Library 
report that they have raised 
nearly 71%, of the $775,000 

necessary to complete the long-await-
ed expansion of the Middleburg Pub-
lic Library.

Originally designed to be the 
size of the Library in Lovettsville, the 
Middleburg facility was halved due to 
budget constraints.

The new building will provide 
much needed new space  for expanded 
on-site collections of materials, com-
puter facilities, and room the library’s 
growing and very popular public pro-
grams for patrons of all ages.

To see plans and contribute, go 
to www.middleburglibraryfriends.org/

Or deliver your tax-deductible 
cash, check or money order to:
Middleburg Library Advisory Board

P.O. Box 1823
Middleburg, VA 20118

For further information,  call 
540-687-5730 or email Denis Cotter, 
Friends of the Library President , at 
denisjcotter@gmail.com http://www.
middleburglibraryfriends.org/

News of Note
Middleburg’s New Library

If you believe that swim meets, robots and musicals 
enrich a child’s scholastic experience, then come to our 

Ready to learn more?

Call 540.878.2741 today to schedule  
an introductory tour of our campus.

www.highlandschool.org

open house
Achievements 

Worth Celebrating

www.highlandschool.org Independent thinkers welcome.

Highland is known for our athletic successes, and that’s understandable. In the last  
12 years, we’ve celebrated nine Virginia state championships, 25 state finals appearances, 137 
conference championships, and 75 former students competing on NCAA teams.

But our students’ achievements are evident far beyond the scoreboard. This school year alone, our 
students posted the highest average SAT scores in Fauquier County (1,757). Eighty-three students 
took 166 AP exams, scoring 3 or above on 86% of them, and 4 or better on 59%.

It’s this type of excellence that gets our students into rigorously competitive colleges around the 
country, every single year.

Partial list of universities accepting Highland Class of 2012 members:

Seven acceptances into prestigious Schools of Engineering

Boston College (3) 
Brown
Bucknell
Carnegie Mellon
Colgate
Dartmouth
Emory University
James Madison (7)

Middlebury
New York University
Stanford
Tufts
Vanderbilt
Villanova
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles

University of Chicago
University of Richmond
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Southern California
University of Virginia (5)
University of Wisconsin – Madison
Virginia Tech (8)
William and Mary (5)

Congratulations Highland School Class of 2012

• 9,046+/- SF
• Built in 1990
• 17 parking spaces
• Zoned C-1
• Suite sizes from 1,500 - 3,000 sf
• FX6824

888-621-2110TRANZON.COM  

Aug 9 at 11:00am  
8 N Jay St., Middleburg, VA

MIDDLEBURG OFFICE BLDG

Tranzon Fox, VAAF423

Middleburg Eccentric
6” x 9”
Thurs., July 26, 2012

Prince William Hospital orga-
nized a groundbreaking cer-
emony for its new hospital 
in Haymarket on June 12th 

on the campus of Heathcote Health 
Center. 

The 60-bed hospital with pri-

vate suites will be located on the 
40-acre site in Haymarket where 
the  Heathcote Health Center is lo-
cated, near the intersection of Route 
15 and I-66. 

The new hospital will include: 
40 medical / surgical beds,12 obstet-

rical beds, three critical care beds, 
four operating rooms, ·two proce-
dure rooms, a newborn nursery and 
a 24/7 emergency room.

The new hospital is scheduled 
to open for patients in early 2014.

Prince William Hospital 
Breaks Ground in Haymarket

Cannonball Invi-
tational Pro/Am 
founder and direc-
tor, Rick Bechtold, 

announced a new charitable 
partnership with the Pied-
mont Community Founda-
tion for a third annual golf 
event to take place Septem-
ber 15th and 16th.

In addition to the part-
nership with the area’s local 
Community Foundation, the 
Sunbelt Senior Tour Profes-
sionals Tour has selected 
the Cannonball Invitational 
Pro/Am as one of four major 
events, said Bechtold, bring-
ing such well-recognized 
players to the program as past 
Champions Jim Chancey and 
Gary Trivisonno, as well as 
Danny Edwards, Blain Mc-
Callister, David Rummels, 
Fulton Allem, Guy Boros, 
and Grant Waite.

“We started this Pro/
Am using the Sunbelt Senior 
Tour Professionals (www.
sunbeltseniortour.com) three 
years ago to raise money for 
our local community chari-
ties, to give back to those 
who need a hand up, not a 
hand out,” said Bechtold.  
Over the past two years, the 
event has given upwards of 
$70,000 to area charities. 
Bechtold hopes to increase 
that substantially with the 
new partnership with the 
Piedmont Community Foun-
dation (PCF). 

PCF, headquartered in 
Middleburg serves Loudoun 
and Fauquier Counties and 
was founded in 1999 to 
build a local philanthropic 
endowment created by com-

munity donors.  Each donor 
creates a fund reflecting the 
unique charitable vision of 
its founder. Distributions 
are used annually to provide 
charitable grants for a range 
of local needs, such as hous-
ing, homelessness, educa-
tion, preservation, health 
treatment and more—de-
pending on how each donor 
crafts their fund. 

“We have a very broad, 
flexible philanthropic man-
date,” said Executive Direc-
tor, Amy Owen, “But our eye 
is on the future as much as on 
the charitable needs of today.  
We build local endowment, 
to meet local needs, guided 
by local leadership.’” 

Brad Davis, president 
of Piedmont Community 
Foundation, expressed his 
pleasure with the golf part-
nership.  “It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for some good 
fun, a little tutelage from a 
golf pro, and a means to sup-
port a charitable organization 
that will be here and relevant 
for generations to come.” 

The Pro/Am is hosted 
each year by the Club at 
Creighton Farms in Aldie, 
Virginia.  This year’s event 
kicks off Saturday the 15th 
of September with a pairing 
party matching golfers with 
their golf-pro teammate, fol-
lowed by the Sunday Sep-
tember 16th tournament.  

For more information, 
please go to www.cannon-
ballinvitational.come or 
contact Rick Bechtold, tour-
nament director, (703) 344-
1215.

Cannonball Pro/Am 
Golf Tournament 
Names Partners

From left to right: Carl Armato - President and CEO, Novant Health, Richard Belden - Chair, Prince Wil-
liam Health System Board of Trustees, Douglas Wall, MD OB/GYN - President, Prince William Hospital 
Medical Staff, Melissa L. Robson, RN - President Prince William Hospital, COO Northern Virginia Market, 
Heather Huneycutt - Senior Director, Clinical Operations and Integration, Prince William Hospital
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Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

George Hodges-Fulton, CR
Vice President

540-687-6771

Your Guide through
Every StepBEFORE

From early planning 
to the family dinner,
let BOWA be your guide through every 
step of the remodeling experience. 
BOWA transforms houses into homes™ 
through the design and construction 
of luxury renovations and additions. 
As your single point of accountability 
from the earliest stages of planning, we 
execute and manage the entire design 
and construction process and your 
overall experience. Combined with 
our expertise and culture of Heroic 
Customer Service, this allows us to 
provide our clients with the best in 
service, craftsmanship and value. So, 
when you have a project of any size in 
mind, call BOWA first.

Makin Copy, an eight-
year-old mare, came 
to Middleburg Equine 
Clinic with what was 

described as a gait deficit.  Veteri-
narian Dr. Cleanth Toledano, who 
works with Dr. Willie McCormick, 
studies gait problems and she could 
see immediately that the filly was 
struggling.

“She was down in the trailer, 
so we knocked down the walls and 
pulled her out by her tail, all 815 
pounds of her.  She got up, although 
her owners, Ron and Ann Kilbourne, 
said she had been “poor” for eight 
months.  

The ladylike animal wobbled 
around with serious spasticity to her 
gait and genuflection of her stifles 
(knees). Her thoroughbred body was 
very correct and what little deficit she 
had was symmetric.   But she was 
weak and losing muscle from some-
thing systemic.

The beautiful young vet who 
loves to advocate for horses real-
ized that Makin Copy clearly had a 
neuropathy that was causing the bad 
gait, but why?  She’d tested negative 
for EPM and lyme disease and they 
quickly sent off blood samples for 
more tests.  Her eyes were cloudy, 
so they tested her vitamin E levels, 
then supplemented her with plenty of 
vitamin E. 

“We were trying to care for 
her, at first simply as horsemen, but 
I was also observing her closely for 
any signs that would point us in the 
right direction. I observed everything 

about her while I helped her eat, 
passing a tube if she choked, clean-
ing up after her, managing her daily 
life, monitoring her health and then 
conveying those observations into 
words to consult with medicine spe-
cialists”

While compilating different 
medical impressions concerning the 
case , Dr. Toledano contacted Abby 
Sage, a Cornell graduate, “who un-
derstood what I was thinking…. that 
it could be meningitis affecting her 
nervous system.  We chose tetracy-
cline to treat her, and she began to 
improve.

“Since she responds to anti-
biotics, any antibiotic and quickly,” 
Abby noted…. “it verifies that this is 
a wimpy bacterial infection and that 
an immune deficiency is at the root 
of it, as you suspect. Send blood to 
Cornell, where they are studying im-
mune deficiencies in the horse, to di-
agnose an immune deficiency caus-
ing bacterial meningitis”

Dr. Julia Felippe, a professor at 
Cornell, who is an expert in immu-
nology, promptly contacted Dr. Tole-
dano about the blood work, and be-
came a critical consultant on the case.  

“We detected a depletion of  
immunoglobulins and an arrest of 
gene expression in the B cell line of 
bone marrow cells. The B cell genes 
were simply not expressing.  The 
progenitors were not making cells to 
protect her from bacteria.”

Geneticists officially diag-
nosed “Makin Copy” with Common 
Variable Immune Deficiency, and 

only 29 horses have ever been di-
agnosed.  Because CVID has many 
similarities to the human disease, 
also called CVID, this horse became 
a model for the human condition. 
The diagnosis alone was a triumph, 
but with the help of an NIH grant and 
Cornell’s research group, could more 
questions about the immune system 
and its deficiencies be answered 
by treating this little mare here in 
Middleburg?  

Should we give her a bone 
marrow transplant in the hopes that 
it will activate her B cells or replace 
them?”

The decision to perform a 
bone marrow transplant on Makin 
Copy was confirmed. Moreover, 
this experimental treatment would 
be preceded by three days of intense, 
also experimental chemotherapy to 
kill off any remaining functioning 
part of the mare’s entire immune sys-
tem and thus decrease the likelihood 
of transplant rejection. Of course, 
a perfect genetic match for a donor 
would also decrease risk of rejection.  
Dr. Toledano traveled The Piedmont 
searching until she found a bone 
marrow match, the mare’s full sister. 

With Dr. Felippe’s guidance, 
Dr. Toledano had the honor of per-
forming the bone marrow trans-
fer from Makin Copy’s sister into 
Makin Copy  The procedure itself  
went smoothly but no one knew if 
she would survive the transplant. 
“We worried about so many things 
that could have happened.  She 
could have gone into anaphalactic 

shock, or had a bad reaction to the 
pre-treatment chemotherapy, or all 
the post-treatment drugs she is tak-
ing now to suppress the grafted cells 
from attacking her own body. Since 
we did not want the patient to reject 
the transplant, nor the transplanted 
immune cells to reject the patient, all 
immunity in Makin Copy has been 
suppressed, so we worry about her 
getting infections. Or she could even 
have adverse reactions to the anti-
fungals, antivirals and antibacteri-
als that are, in essence, serving as a 
substitute immune system while the 
transplant hopefully takes root.”

Through the entire process 
Makin Copy has remained a horse. 

She is not kept in a sterile environ-
ment, but goes out in a paddock, eat-
ing hay and debris from the environ-
ment. Dr, Toledano has also been the 
mare’s advocate adamant that “no 
phase of the treatment was worse 
than the disease.”

“If she ever became uncom-
fortable, especially during the che-
motherapy, she was easily soothed 
by rubbing her and itching her.” The 
mare’s gratitude, patience and brav-
ery were amply evident throughout 
the entire process.  

But today, Makin Copy is do-
ing well, although Dr. Toledano still 
describes her as a “dead horse walk-
ing.” The mare is happily residing at 
Dr. Toledano’s farm for further treat-
ment, monitoring, and weekly genet-
ic testing of her blood for evidence 
that the procedure took.  This mare 
has already made a major contribu-
tion to equine science, human health 
and genetic studies

“If it is ever her time to give up, 
I’ll drive her to Cornell so they can 
euthanize her and study her there.”

Dr. Toledano insists that with-
out the support of Makin Copy’s 
owners this contribution to science 
would not have happened. 

“They could not have been 
more supportive and were happy 
for us to try to find a bone marrow 
match for her.  In the end, everyone 
involved in this brave mare’s care 
wanted to do the very best for her 
and learn as much as possible about 
how to help other horses and humans 
in the future.”

None of this would have been 
possible without the help and sup-
port of Dr. Willie McCormick, the 
renowned Hunt Country Veterinar-
ian who owns Middleburg Equine 
Clinic.

“We love to work together,” 
said Dr. Toledano.

“We believe sharing what we 
learn is a priority and everything we 
can contribute to equine education 
only makes our work more valu-
able.”

Would anyone have predicted 
that the daughter of a barrel racer 
who grew up in New Orleans and 
Charlottesville would make such a 
significant contribution to equine sci-
ence so early in her career? 

Those who know Dr. Toleda-
no are not at all surprised.

Her love of horses transcends 
her frustration with their illnesses.  
She is an acute observer, and her 
conclusion about Makin Copy only 
underscores her commitment to the 
animals in her care.

Heroic Local Filly Makes Contribution to Equine Science
Bone Marrow Transplant at Middleburg Equine Clinic

News of Note
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Embroidery

Shopping

Catering

Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600
Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

HOLLY HOOPES

“I’ve been making
1-of-a-kind home loans

for more than 2 decades!”SUNTRUSTM
ORTGAGE

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Books

103 W Federal Street
Middleburg, VA

540 687-6620
www.Patina-Shop.com

                                          Antiques, Jewelry  Gifts  
PATINA

Classic Apparel & Accessories

100 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
540.687.8898

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

We have lots of new 
books for every reader.

Special orders,  author signings, 
book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Make it Uniquely Personal!
Custom Embroidery for all your 

business and personal needs
540-592-9599

www.stellaandbean.com
www.companycasuals.com/stellaandbean

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Iron Work Electricians

Wine Tasting

Plumbing

For Rent

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

Septic

New Installations
and

Repairs

Septic

540-974-3944

MWG

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114 
877-900-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

Pets & Grooming

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Avery 5371

S U N R I S E

CERTIFIED 
ARBORISTS ON 

STAFF.

A R B O R I C U LT U R E  L L C .

THE HIGHEST QUALITY TREE CARE DELIVERED 
BY RELIABLE PROFESSIONALS.

a rbo r i cu l t u re@sun r i s e -a rbo r i cu l t u re . com
w w w . s u n r i s e - a r b o r i c u l t u r e . c o m

 540.999.8912   
703.574.3755     

Roofing

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Arborists

Your
Ad 

Here

Leather Repair Fitness & Health

FREE In-Home Needs Assessment

Meeting the Needs of the Whole Person. . .
Body, Mind, and Spirit.

www.CleansingWater.com
30 Main Street, Suite 234 • Warrenton, VA 20186

(540) 341-0212 • (866) 294-4665 • Fax (540) 341-8477

Horse Shows Architect
ANDERSON COOPER 

GROUP
ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

Summer Show Series
Hunters ~ 6 pm

“Wednesday nights under the lights”
June 13th, 20th, 27th 
July 11th, 18 and 25

Jumpers ~ 9 am
June 23rd, july 21st 

Sept. 22, and Oct. 13 & 14  
Middleburg, VA 20118 • Office: 540-687-5255

Private and group classes at your 
home or Bluemont Studio.
Specializing in equestrians.

Featured in US Eventing Magazine.

Brandy Greenwell • 540-974-7791 
www.corecurriculumpilates.com 

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

www.MiddleburgGroomer.com
() -

All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments

Mortgages

Help Wanted

Middleburg

Large 1 BR/ 1 Bth
Fireplace, WD, DW

$1050 per mo
~

1 BR 1 Bth
WD/DW

$900 per mo.
540-697-3200

ADMIN/ PERSONAL    
ASSISTANT NEEDED;

Someone that is depend-
able, hard working, self 

motivating and also good in 
organisational managment. 
Inquiring applicants are to 

reply to johnfisherservices@
yahoo.com

Farm Feas
First Occasional

Saturday, September 15th, 2012

at Ayrshire Farm
21846 Trappe Road Upperville, VA 20184

For Tickets: 
www.AyrshireFarm.com

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Organic Foods

Construction

Appliances

all makes 
& models

Appliances Pro, Inc.
No Extra Charge Weekends, Evenings & Holidays

“We Repair it Right the First Time!”

same 
Day 

Service

find us in
the verizon

yellow pages 

free
service call
with repair!

540.364.5626

$35 off
any complete repair 

call today!

www.prorepairappliance.com

epa certified
licensed, bonded & insured

Gold/Silver

Monté 
BUY

GOLD & SILVER

z

13 W. Federal St.
Middleburg, VA
540-687-3380

Your
Ad 
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Your
Ad 

Here
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Elementary

School
Middleburg
Town Office

The Pink Box
Visitor Center

Middleburg
Community

Center

The National
Sporting Library

Middleburg
Baptist
Church

Built 1844

Middleburg
United

Methodist
Church

Emmanuel
Episcopal
Church

Built 1842

Foxcroft R
d.

Foxcroft School’and Glenwood Park

Hill School

Notre Dame Academy

UPPERVILLE

ALDIE

For more information about the Town of Middleburg, call our tourist information center at 540-687-8888, or stop by the Pink Box at 12 N. Madison St.
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3 Crowns
Barrel Oak Tasting Room &
Betsy’s
Byrne Gallery
Christmas Sleigh
English Country Classics 
Crème de la Crème
Cuppa Giddy Up
Danks Deli
Duchessa
El Agave
Four o’clock Fox
Highcliffe Clothiers
Home Farm Store
Journeymen

Juliens
Lavender Moon Soap Company
Les Jardin De Bagatelle
Lou Lou
Lou Lou II
Middleburg Common Grounds
Middleburg Country Inn
Middleburg Humane Thrift Shop
Middleburg Exxon
Middleburg Floral Gallery
Middleburg Millwork
Middleburg Tack Exchange
Middleburg United Methodist Church
Nobel Nielsen
PATINA

Red Horse Tavern
Saddlery Liquidators
Salamander Market
Salamander Touch
Scruffy’s
Second Chapter Books
Shaggy Ram
Southern States
STITCH
Teddy’s Pizza
The Corner Garden
The Fox Den Tavern
The French Hound
The Fun Shop
The Men’s Grooming Room

The Red Fox
The Studio
The Tack Box
The White Elephant
The Wine Cellar
Timmie Jane
Tully Rector/Beyond the Pale
Union First Market Bank
VABC
Uppercrust
Watermelon Wishes
Wendy Pepper
Whoopsie Pies
Wylie Wagg
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Faces & Places
Warrenton Pony Show
Warrenton, VA ~ Photos by Teresa Ramsay Photography

Addison Bzdak win the Walk Trot Class

Alexandra Tippett riding Roy Perry’s Placido Susannah Gerhardt riding Oh Good Night

Helen Lohr riding Punkin Patch Lauren Fraser was presented the Best Child Rider on a 
Horse

Four Generations of the Hoovler Family Kenley Trademark won the Best Turned Out Pony and 
was Best YG. Pony

Maddie Schaefer riding SportscastGrace Ayyildiz won the VA. Bred Pony Model

Lauren Rockwell was Grand Pony Ht. Champion. Gabriella Hoard-West riding Kryptonite

Elise Ledsinger riding Michigan Avenue to win the Perf. 
Wk. Ht. Champion

Tommy Lee Jones presents the WPS Scholarship Awards to 
our graduating jr. members

Helen Lohr and Trinity Hammerschmidt showing in the 
Costume Class

Maddie Schaefer riding the Small Pony Ht. Champion 
Blue On Blue

The Fiore Family

Charlotte Keesler Riding Secret Garden

Helen Lohr was presented the Ruth O’Keefe Meredith 
Sportsmanship Award

Lauren Fraser rode Seymour to win the Childrens Ht. 
Older Championship

Michelle Worek was the Childrens Ht. YG Champion

Tommy Lee Jones was presented the Chuck Hoovler Per-
petual Service Award by the Hoovler Family
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Faces & Places
National Sporting Library and Museum Open House
National Sporting Library and Museum, Middleburg, VA, Photos courtesy NSLM

NSLM volunteer Jeri Coulter and 
photographer Douglas Lees

George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. and 
NSLM Curator Claudia Pfieffer

NSLM Director of Communications and 
Education Mickey Gustafson and histo-
rian and conservator William Adair

Mr. and Mrs. William Prime

Your LOCAL one call does it all for your Satelite TV, Internet

540-905-2454
Authorized Installer for

DirecTV & exede
Innovative web acceleration technology

             *Up to 12 Mbps download speed *Up to 3 Mbps 
upload speed *10 gigabyte monthly allowance

$54.99 per month 

Cell phone Boosters ~ Wi-Fi Internet 
Set-up & Configuration of Home Networks

We at SAT-MAN Communications practice EXCELLENT 
customer service while

GUARANTYING your 100% satisfaction with every job
WWW.SAT-MAN.COM  SATMAN@SAT-MAN.COM

SAT-MAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
P.O. BOX 478, Marshall, VA 20116

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Now Serving Sunday Lunches with BrunchSpecials
Tuesday - Saturday Dinner Starting at 5:30 pm

Wednesday - Sunday Lunch Starting at 11:30 am

Bar Opens @ 5:00 pm
French Inspired bistro Cuisine in a Relaxed Country Atmosphere

540-687-3018

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast & Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Thurs. 6 am to 8 pm •  Fri. 6 am to 10 pm
Sat. 8 am to 10 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm

100 East Washington Street • Middleburg
540-687-8898

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

SUMMER SALE
70% Off In Store
StartIng July 30th

Aug. 3rd-5th
SIDEWALK SALE
$10 teeS

$20 JeanS

$25 ShoeS

Don’t Miss It!13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

TULLY
RECTOR

CHAN LUU

Kay Jackson, F. Turner Reuter, Jr., Jacqueline B. Mars, William Adair

Atty Benitz, Nancy Bedford, NSLM board member Mimi Abel Smith, NSLM intern 
Tara McClory, Cynthia Benitz

NSLM Vice Chairman Jacqueline B. Mars, Chairman of the Board Manuel H. Johnson and 
Mary Johnson

Steven Parrish and Linda Volrath Parrish Mary Anne Goley, former director, Fine 
Arts Program, Federal Reserve Board and 
artist Clarice Smith

Marvin Watts, Anne Rowland, NSLM Executive Director Rick Stoutamyer

Dick Riemenschneider, chairman of the USPA and NSLM volunteer Jimmy Hatcher
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AJ.  challenged the Middleburg Business & Professional Association to fill his cruiser with non-perishable food items for 7 Loaves! The MBPA members rose to the challenge at their 
July Biz Buzz mixer with over 300 lbs. of food and other household necessities and some cash donations.

you away from

A PARTNERSHIP OF PRINCE WILLIAM 
& FAUQUIER HOSPITALS

Don’t let cancer keep

The promise of another day is closer than you think. 
At Northern Virginia’s premiere cancer treatment facility.

Located off Route 29, next to Wegmans Shopping Center 7901 Lake Manassas Dr., Gainesville, VA 20155 703.753.4045 | cancercenterlm.org

Nobel NielseN & WeNdy PePPer sideWalk sale

Fabulous discouNts!!!
august 3, 4, 5  

103b West Federal st. (next door to Patina)~ 540-272-9454

Beginner to AdvAnced Adult HorseBAck riding And leAses
Indoor and Outdoor rings 

with miles of trails for riding

22064 Sam Fred Road
Middleburg, VA 20117

foxholefarm@comcast.net Contact: Linda Nichols
Home: 540-687-5953 • Cell: 703-732-3091

Thrillrides-4-U  
330 sales with a 100% feeback

let me turn your cars , horse trailers, 
farm equipment into cash ! 

i can sell just about anything ! 
LocaL or refenrences avaLabLe upon request

For more inFormation please 
email me thrillrides4u@Gmail.com 

or call chris 703-220-6123

Photos by Koru Photography

MADGrad_MEAd_Layout 1  7/24/12  7:33 AM  Page 1

Faces & Places
How many lbs. of non-perishable items can you stuff in 
Middleburg’s Police Chief AJ Panebianco’s cruiser?
North Madison Street, Middleburg, VA, Photo by Dee Dee Hubbard
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Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our August Mixer

Tuesday, August 14
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Creighton Farms

22616 James Monroe Highway
Aldie, Va

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

The decree set forth against Penn 
State University on the morning 
of July 23rd may not have 
resulted in the death penalty 

many feared or hoped for, but the impact 
of the sanctions contained therein may 
well result in what amounts to a life 
sentence without parole for the now 
infamous program.

Penn State has, for all intents and 
purposes, been turned out, set to wander 
the wastes and wilderness of athletic and 
institutional purgatory, until such time 
that memory itself has been forgotten and 
people no longer associate the University 
with its disgraced coach and the abject 
failure of his “grand experiment.”

The odds of either happening are 
slim.

Evidence against Penn State 
“present[ed] an unprecedented failure 
of institutional integrity leading to a 
culture in which a football program was 
held in higher esteem than the values of 
the institution, the values of the NCAA, 
the values of higher education, and, 
most disturbingly, the values of human 
decency,” according the NCAA’s decree.

For the next four years, the Penn 
State football program may not play 
in any post-season games, bowls and 
conference championships included, 
and the scholarships it may offer players 
will drop from 85 a season to 65; current 
and incoming players may transfer 
and play immediately at other schools, 
avoiding the typical one year penalty 
for transfers. Additionally, the PSU 
athletic department as a whole will be on 
probation for 5 years, and the university 
must pay a $60 million fine, equivalent 
to one year’s gross income generated 
by the football team. Lastly, all wins 
from the 1998-2011 seasons, 112 in all, 
including 6 bowl wins and 2 conference 
championships, have been vacated.

“Penn State accepts the penalties 
and corrective actions announced today 
by the NCAA,” PSU President Rodney 
Erickson said in a statement. “With 
today’s announcement and the action 
it requires of us, the University takes a 
significant step forward.”

There was no other option for 
Penn State and its leadership. It’s that 
simple. 

And while students and alumni 
may gnash their teeth and shake their 
fists at the desecration of Saint Joe and 
his holy records, a shake of the head 
and a shrug of the shoulders is all I can 
manage. 

One current student was quoted 
as saying, “It just keeps piling on and on. 
We are a huge family and this is just a 
huge blow to our family.”

Paterno’s family, in a statement 
released following the NCAA’s decree, 
said, “How Sandusky was able to get 
away with his crimes for so long has yet 
to be fully understood ….. The sanctions 
announced by the NCAA today defame 
the legacy and contributions of a great 
coach and educator without any input 
from our family or those who knew him 
best…. That the President, the Athletic 
Director and the Board of Trustees 
accepted this unprecedented action by 
the NCAA without requiring a full due 
process hearing before the Committee 
on Infractions is an abdication of their 
responsibilities and a breach of their 
fiduciary duties to the University and the 
500,000 alumni. Punishing past, present 
and future students of the University 
because of Sandusky’s crimes does not 
serve justice.”

These people, these apparatchiks 
of the Happy Valley machine, just 
don’t get it. They talk of “piling on” 
and “family” and “defamation” and 
“due process” and “abdication of 
responsibilities” and “justice” as if 

they are just words and phrases, letters 
strung together with no actual meaning, 
to be bandied about with no actual 
consequence or impact.

Who “abdicated responsibility” 
between 1998 and 2011? Maybe, if new 
allegations are proven true, for even 
longer, as far back as the 1980’s, maybe 
even the 1970’s! 

Who “piled on” when it came to 
covering up and obfuscating and hiding 
the horror that was taking place on their 
watch?

Where was the “due process” 
for the victims of Jerry Sandusky’s 
depravations? Where was the “justice”?

Lives were indelibly and 
permanently desecrated, ripped apart 
and torn asunder. Shattered. What was 
taken from those victims may never be 
returned.

What “family” is it that allows 
such things to happen?

And then, gallingly, cries victim 
when the devil comes to collect his due?

Rest in peace, Penn State.
We thought we knew you.

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

RIP PSU
7th Inning Stretch

Karen Rexrode

Personal wars on weeds are a 
way of life for the gardener. 
One year it’s fleabane, the 
next horse nettle. Conquer 

and eradicate we say, little by lit-
tle, one square foot at a time. This 
year one of my personal wars is on 
crabgrass. The weed that loves 103 
degrees, growing in one day from 
nickel size to dinner plate, oh yes, 
it’s a nasty one. So a little informa-
tion about crabgrass; it’s a warm 
season annual. The seed needs 
light to germinate. Its root system 
is shallow. It can look like a crab. 
Two hands work best to pull it. The 
seeds sprout from April to Septem-
ber. It came from Europe.

The botanical name is Digi-
taria sanguinalis and this is only 1 

species of digitaria, there are about 
229 more. The digitaria is from 
Latin, digitus or finger, referring to 
the way the seed head spreads out 
like a hand. Its horizontal habit of 
growth often keeps it lower than 
your mower blade, allowing it to 
bloom and produce seed all around 
its little annual self. We consider it 
a weed, but since it will grow in the 
worst heat, farmers (especially in 
the south) plant it as a summer for-
age for horses and cattle. Crabgrass 
hay is considered one of the best, 
cattle will gain more weight when 
compared to more traditional for-
age hays and they often prefer it. In 
fact the US patent office introduced 
it as a forage crop in 1849, like so 
many other forage grasses, few are 
native.

So how do you eradicate 
(or attempt to eradicate) crabgrass 
from your garden and lawn? Hit 
it where it hurts, there are a few 
weaknesses in crabgrass, the seed 
needs light to germinate and it’s an 
annual. The roots are more shallow 
than standard turf grasses therefore 
it thrives with regular watering. To 
take advantage of these Achilles 
heels, fill holes in your lawn with 

compost to bury the seed before it 
sprouts in spring (March). This can 
also be done in very late fall, after 
crabgrass has been killed back by 
freezing temperatures. Sow your 
preferred turf seed in the compost 
and allow your lawn to grow a lit-
tle higher than usual to shade out 
any sprouting crabgrass. Secondly, 
water deep and infrequently rather 
than often and shallow.

 In the garden, pull it out as 
it appears, do not let it produce 
seed heads. Also mulching over the 
ground will keep old seed from ger-
minating. There are plenty of pre-
emergents that work, but these are 
temporary solutions, working for 3 
months (at best). The seeds are not 
killed, rather hampered from send-
ing out a radical or root. The use 
of pre-emergents becomes a cycle 
that needs  repeated indefinitely 
and hampers many good plants 
from sprouting. No easy solution 
it seems, the hotter the weather, 
the more you have to work it. Two 
hands are better than one and a 
crabby disposition may help.

Crabgrass
The Plant Lady

Kay Colgan
Certified Pilates Instructor

We all love our dogs.  I 
love exercising with 
my dogs.  They make 
great companions 

when jogging or walking.  Well 
they make great companions all 
the time, but make exercising more 
enjoyable.  Our dogs give us un-
conditional love.  In fact, they will 
do anything we ask of them.  Even 
if it means going out for a jog at 85 
degrees that may just jeopardize 
their health.

	 Every day I see well in-
tentioned individuals exercising 
with their dogs in this heat.  Even in 
the mornings the temperature can 
be well above 80 degrees.  What 
we fail to realize is that our dogs 
have an inefficient cooling sys-

tem.  The only way they can cool 
themselves down is by panting. 
Their panting is basically just an 
exchange of hot air when the tem-
perature soars to 80 plus degrees.   
It can and often does put the animal 
in distress.  If you were to put your 
heaviest winter coat on and go out 
for a jog, you would realize some 
of what your pet is going through.  
By the way I don’t recommend ex-
ercising in the heat of the day with 
or without your dog.  Heat stroke is 
a reality and can happen quickly to 
our pets and ourselves.

	 The best you can do to 
cool your dog down is to hose 
them off and bring them into an 
air conditioned room.  It can take 
them a while to cool down.  If you 
suspect heat stroke, get them to 
the vet immediately.  Some symp-
toms of heat stroke are; excessive 

panting, swollen tongue, wobbly, 
and generalized weakness.  Hose 
them down and get them to a vet or 
emergency center.

	 I do love to exercise out-
doors with my dogs.  But when the 
mercury rises, I exercise indoors 
and take my dogs to the river in 
the evening and let them swim for 
exercise.  Keep yourself and your 
dog’s cool during these hot sum-
mer months.  Drink lots of water 
and just wrestle with them more in-
side. Enjoy your summer and think 
of cooling ways to have fun with 
your dogs.

For more information about 
fitness, please contact Kay Colgan, 
at Middleburg Pilates and Person-
al Training at Ks, 14 S Madison 
Street in Middleburg or call 540-
687-6995. 

Heat, Dogs and jogging
TH

Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

   To My Customers . . .

 I would like to purchase your

 unwanted jewelry as well as any   

   scrap silver and gold.  

 I am in a position to pay you a very 

 fair price.  Call or come by.

                 
       Hope to to see you soon,

19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia •  (540) 687-6997
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Richard A. Engberg

This is supposed to be a col-
umn about water, right?  So 
what does “derecho” have 
to do with water?  In Span-

ish, el derecho refers to a moral 
principle or custom, in other words, 
a right.  La derecha refers to some-
thing on the right, like a right hand.  
So what does something that means 
right have to do with water?

Think back to the night of 

June 29.  Remember the rain, the 
lightning and thunder, and espe-
cially the wind that caused dam-
age and power loss for a week or 
more?  You may not have known it 
at the time but you experienced a 
rare storm that climatologists call a 
derecho.

So what is a derecho anyway 
and how could a term that means 
right in Spanish possibly refer to 
a storm?  Another definition of 
derecho in Spanish is “direct” or 

“straight”.  Think straight wind.  
Now does it begin to make more 
sense?  

So how did derecho come to 
refer to a storm?  In 1888, a phys-
ics professor from the University 
of Iowa was searching for a term 
to describe high velocity straight 
winds that were thunderstorm in-
duced.  He had experienced storms 
that produced damage similar to 
that produced by tornadoes but in-
stead of whirling, the wind damage 

was from one direction in a rela-
tively straight line.  The physicist 
named this type of storm “derecho” 
and the name is still used to this 
day. 

 A derecho is a huge storm.  
To be called a derecho, a storm 
must be about 250 miles wide and 
must include straight wind gusts of 
58 miles an hour or greater.  Some 
of the most intense derechos occur 
during summer heat waves.  Re-
member those eight days in June with temperatures over 100 de-

grees?
We might have experienced 

the granddaddy of all derechos on 
June 29.  The fast moving storm 
that began about noon in the Chi-
cago area, was much more than 250 
miles wide when it passed through 
our area, extending from central 
North Carolina to New Jersey.  
Wind?  Oh yeah.  Wind gusts of 
nearly 80 miles an hour were mea-
sured in many locations.  Thunder 
and lightning?  Uh huh.  It seemed 
almost constant during the 30-45 
minutes the storm was in our area.  
Rain?   That too, although not as 
much as one might have expected.  
Damage?  Most certainly.  I lost 
one tree and part of another but I 
was lucky - never lost power, not 
for a minute, thanks to the buried 
power lines in my neighborhood.  
So, while I was clearing tree debris, 
about 3 million customers who did 
lose power for up to 10 days were 
cussing Pepco and Dominion.

So was this derecho an ab-
erration or can we expect them to 
occur more frequently?  I can’t an-
swer that.  I do believe that climate 
change is occurring and we can ex-
pect more unusual weather in the 
future.   

Switching gears, you may 
recall my last column was about 
water and music.  I promised to list 
more water songs in subsequent 
columns.  Here are some Country-
Western water songs :  Big River 
-Johnny Cash; Blue Eyes Cryin’ in 
the Rain-Willie Nelson; Raining on 
Sunday-Keith Urban; Cool Water-
Sons of the Pioneers; The Thunder 
Rolls-Garth Brooks.

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !   G i f t  C a r d s  Av a i l a b l e

www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Custom Apparel For Men And Women

THE HEAT HAS 
 GOTTEN TO MARK.

HE’S SLASHED
EVERYTHING  TO
MAKE ROOM FOR

SWEATERS.
25% OFF ALL SUMMER CLOTHING
Fall merchandise coming in soon! Hurry in and save 
big! Shop Highcliffe today for the highest quality men’s 
and women’s apparel and accessories. 

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE Pastimes
Tom Neel

My wife, Linda and 
I have owned our 
home for close to 
nineteen years.  

With me as an artist, you would 
be most likely thinking there’s 
no wall without art in our home 
and you’d be mostly correct.  
But I’m sure with a squeeze 
and a shuffle here and there, 
more art could find a place in 
our home.

With the two of us either 
having been involved in the 
business of art for close to 
thirty years, one would only 
imagine that we’ve had plenty 
of opportunity to pick up things 
along the way or to have found 
a spot for our own pieces of art 
and of course this is the case.  
But in reminiscing about days 
gone by, I was pondering just 
what we did have up on our 
walls recently.

You see, we both were 
also employed by a well 
known fine art publisher in 
the past and we both had many 
occasions to not only travel in 
the business of art, but to visit 
both the homes and studios of 

many successful artists.  There, 
an interesting story was seen. 
What do artist’s have on their 
walls?  I mean one would think 
they have no shortage of art, 
their own and that of artistic 
friends.  But it was often very 
interesting to see what they 
actually surrounded themselves 
with.

Well here’s a taste.  Yes, 
many displayed their own 
art.  After all, they liked what 
they did and for most, in the 
beginning, it was all they could 
afford. Also in most cases, 
there was a loving spouse who 
became possessive to pieces 
here and there.  But I can actually 
only think of one nationally 
known artist we knew, whose 
name shall be kept unknown, 
that had their own art on every 
wall of their home.  Most had 
a collective mix of their own 
work throughout the years and 
then an often unpredictable 
mix of other artist’s work they 
enjoyed or in some cases held 
in very high regard.  Some of 
may have come through a trade, 
but I think more often than not, 
it was purchased.

A great example of 

this was the very successful 
Americana painter and actually 
I must say, friend and mentor, 
Charles Wysocki and his wife 
Liz.  They were a whimsical 
couple.  Certifiably fun to be 
with and sadly missed and not 
with us anymore.  But Chuck 
was known worldwide for his 
colorful Americana paintings, 
which enthusiastically and 
proudly showed his love for 
America, its traditions and 
especially New England.  
Though he lived in California. 

Through his most 
successful years, Chuck 
painted in acrylic, switching 
later to water mixable oils.  The 
Wysocki’s home in California 
was sort of a recreated New 
England mini compound near 
Lake Arrowhead, for which 
you would think you could 
smell the Atlantic ocean.  But 
sorry, wrong coast. There 
in his dining room though, 
was a grand painting by the 
much younger Marine artist 
Christopher Blossom.  I 
remember while staying with 
the Wysockis, asking Chuck 
about the painting, which even 
in those days would have set 

him back nearly $10,000.  He 
told me, I simply have the 
highest respect for Chris as a 
painter.  Well, that’s certainly 
validation and it was a pleasure 
to hear.

So here I am years later 
and I started thinking about 
the many pieces of art we have 
displayed in our home, how we 
came about them and how my 
things over time fit into this 
collection?  I actually think 
it’s an interesting thing for an 
artist to do.  So what did I find?  
Not counting my studio or the 
mural I did, but counting both 
original paintings, etchings and 
lithographs, I came up with 
a total of 37 pieces currently 
up.  Of those, 27 were originals 
including oils, acrylic, 
watercolors, pastel and mixed 
media.  8 of those originals 
were by me and the rest were 
by 9 other artists from multiple 
states and England.  The other 
10 pieces are mostly etchings 
or true lithographs. 

When I look at each piece 
my mind is often flooded with 
great memories of the time, 
place and circumstance where 
each was acquired. Places like 

Scottsdale and Sedona Arizona, 
New England, Utah and 
flowers, birds nests, fruit and 
rural life in England.  Much of it 
so different, but the continuity 
of it all is the story of our life.  
Even the things of my own 
represent both my nearly 25 
years of fine art sales, but also 
paintings I’ve done of places 
we’ve been.  The collection 
may just be a perfect compass, 
always keeping us on course 
for this chosen life.

One of my favorite 
paintings is an oil painting 
titled “A Pair”, which is of 
actually two pears sitting side 
by side.  It’s representational, 
as it was painted by both Linda 
and me back in 2000 when she, 
being a textile artist, asked to 
try oil painting. It was a lesson 
of sorts.  So we sat together 
and I had her paint one pear, 
as I painted the other.  It’s only 
9 X 12 so our brushes were 
never far apart.  Kind of scary 
too, you can’t really tell any 
difference between her pear 
and mine!

LiveAnArtfulLife.com, 
Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

Derecho – The Right Stuff?
Waterworld

Cindy Battino

Weight loss. Self-care. 
Health. It’s not easy. 
It’s complicated. It 
encompasses your 

entire being. If you just focus on 
the physical, you will find yourself 
back where you started. Is that where 
you are? Looking into your mental, 
emotional, and physical aspects will 
give you the answers to why you 
have neglected your health. As a fit-
ness professional for 25+ years and 
energy worker for 10, I can tell you 
there is no feel-good, highly motiva-
tional, and easy answer to help you 
with this particular arena of your life. 
Don’t misunderstand – you CAN 
lose weight – any amount – and live 
a healthy and happy life. It will take 
looking in places you haven’t looked 
before. 

The Gap

To guarantee weight loss and 
better health you must be ready to 
shake up your life. Your desire has to 
be greater than the challenges ahead. 
You must step courageously into the 
gap between identifying your goals 
and achieving your goals. In this 
gap you will discover the mental and 
emotional patterns that have sabo-
taged you in the past.

To understand our mental pat-
terns, we need to have a better un-
derstanding of how our brain works. 
The latest research shows that when 
we have a new experience we create 
a new neurological pattern. How-
ever, the old neurological patterns 
are stronger and, therefore, easier 
for us to follow automatically. The 
only way to make these new patterns 
stronger is to repeat them over and 

over and over again. This research 
tells us what we already knew: creat-
ing a new habit takes time and con-
sistency. It’s easier to default to the 
old way, of course.  If you have been 
stopping at McDonalds on the way 
into work for years, this is a strong 
neurological pattern. Shifting these 
patterns will be difficult but doable – 
as they are deeply grooved into your 
psyche. All you need is what you 
have – intelligence, determination, 
compassion, and support.  

Emotional patterns are a bit 
dicey. They aren’t necessarily ra-
tional because they were created by 
you long ago. They can be inspired 
by love and compassion or fear and 
judgment. How you feel when you 
look in the mirror can be an indica-
tion of why you have had difficulty 
with your self-care in the past. It 
could be that intelligence was hon-
ored more than physicality when you 
were growing up. It might be that 
you have been struggling with being 
overweight your entire life and grew 
up being teased and judged.

Close your eyes. What hap-
pens to your breath and your body 
when you ask yourself: “What will 
happen if I lose weight and I’m still 
unhappy? Does being overweight 
keep me safe? Is it easier to take 
care of everyone else? Will I ever 
be enough?” Do your breathing and 
heart beat quicken? Do you get a 
knot in your stomach?  This is fear. 
Hello fear, nice to meet you.  

Don’t let fear win - GET 
HELP!

Fear can be faced. Fear can be 
shifted. Don’t give up – get help. It’s 
time to step into the quagmire of the 
gap, but don’t go there alone. Why? 
Because you don’t have to. There’s 
nothing wrong with the fact that 

you might need more support than 
your overweight dog to help you to 
achieve your health and weight loss 
goals. Seek support from fitness pro-
fessionals, such as a nutritionist and 
personal trainer. There are overeating 
support groups, life/wellness coach-
es, energy workers, and therapists to 
help you walk through the gap. May-
be your children can be your motiva-
tion. By eating well and exercising 
you will show them how to have the 
courage and strength to change their 
lives. You will teach them about nu-
trition and the importance of taking 
care of your body – so that your body 
can take care of you. You want them 
to know that health matters and that 
it’s not selfish to take time for your-
self each day.

Having helped hundreds of 
people lose weight and heal their 
lives, my recommendation is to get 
as much support as you can – wher-
ever you can. Don’t be afraid to hire 
professionals and call in favors with 
friends and family. Have your kids 
bike and hike with you. Have them 
help you clean out your pantry and 
refrigerator. Get the family dog in-
volved as well: they are always up 
for a walk! If you want to guaran-
tee weight loss hire a nutritionist, 
personal trainer, energy worker, and 
therapist. If this is not feasible, first 
hire a nutritionist. Holli Thompson 
is our local nutritionist celebrity. 
If being overweight has created a 
battle with depression, start with 
therapy and/or an energy worker to 
get through the fog that depression 
creates. Whatever support and mo-
tivation you need, get it! You don’t 
have to let fear control your life. You 
are strong enough. You are creative 
enough. You are worthy enough. You 
deserve to live a healthy life.

Reinventing Weight Loss 
Transformational Healing

A portrait can be a 
gift of love.
 
A portrait can honor 
a friend, recognizing 
a high accomplish-
ment
 
A portrait can pay 
homage to a relative, 
or even an ancestor.
 
A portrait can re-
cord a graduation or 
special
accomplishment.

Commission a Portrait Today!

Dan Moore, portrait artist - Studio Furstenburg
will paint an oil portrait of your loved one.

$4,500

Call 1-(540)-338-7942

such as new “dark sky” street lights.”

New Water

As part of its ongoing efforts to in-
tegrate the Town’s new water and waste 
water treatment facilities, improve ser-
vice, and appropriately allocate the cost 
of those services to those who use them, 
work continues on several fronts.

As of July 12 two bids had been 
received and a third was expected from 
companies seeking to provide a new on-
line bill payment system.

The town is also seeking a sec-
ond bid for a “comprehensive utility rate 
study” to give the town sound, objec-
tive, independently evaluated data upon 
which to base new and more equitable 
rates.

Staff also completed work in co-
operation with Loudoun Water and the 
Virginia Office of Drinking Water to 
complete a required annual report to the 
Town’s water customers on the quality of 
their drinking water.   Copies have been 
mailed to all the Town’s utility custom-
ers. 

“We are happy to report,” Town 
Administrator Semmes told council, 
“that the quality of the Town’s water is 
good and we did not have to report any 
violations of water quality standards for 
the past year.”

New Concern Over 
Committee Performance

Several of Middleburg’s Town 
Committees, Boards and Commissions  
include citizen volunteers, and are criti-

cal to the effective functioning of Town 
government.  

According to Town Planner and 
Zoning Administrator David Beniamino, 
town staff is particularly concerned about 
attendance (or lack of it) at some of those 
committee meetings, particularly criti-
cal and legally required meetings of the 
Planning Commission and the Historic 
District Review Committee.  

Both, he noted, have been plagued 
by members who simply fail to show up, 
without warning, leaving the committees 
unable to act for lack of a quorum.

“Over the past year,” according to 
Beniamino’s report “two Planning Com-
mission meetings and three Historic Dis-
trict Review Committee meetings have 
needed to be canceled after their sched-
uled start time.”

In each case, he continued, “appli-
cants attended these meeting only to have 
to return at a later date to see improve-
ments to their homes and businesses get 
approved.”

At its July 12 meeting Town 
Council voted to delegate the appoint-
ment of Town Council Committee chairs 
for the 2012-2014 term to Mayor Betsy 
Davis.

Many, though not all of the new 
chairs will actually serve more as “des-
ignated subject area specialists” than as 
heads of actual committees.  

For years Council has met regu-
larly as a “Committee of the Whole” in 
order to improve communications and 
cut down on the number of meetings 
Council members are required to attend 
each month.

Until further notice the following 

committee assignments stand:

 Mayor Betsy Davis
Economic Development
Traffic Calming Task Force

Vice Mayor Darlene Kirk
Finance/Personnel
Health Center Advisory Board

Kevin Hazard
Christmas in Middleburg (with Bundles 
Murdock)
Planning Commission

Trowbridge Littleton
Land Use
Historic District Review

Bundles Murdock
Public Safety
Meandering Trail
Christmas in Middleburg (with Kevin 
Hazard)

Kathy Jo Shea
Middleburg Museum
Go Green

Mark Snyder
Public Works
Wellhead Protection Advisory Commit-
tee

David Stewart
Pink Box (Town Visitor Center) Advi-
sory

Economic Development Coordinator 
Cindy Pearson
Main Street Middleburg

New Police Officer
Continued from page 1
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DON’T FORGET THE TENT SALE

Fabric

Jul. 20th

to
Jul. 31st

10 to 5
Everyday

Mon. - Sat.

All TenT SAle FAbricS 
$14 To $16 per yd

20% oFF

All TrimS 
Offer expires April 1, 2009~No Special Orders

* All Sales Final.Offer expires April 1, 2009~No Special Orders

8393 West Main Street
Marshall, Virginia

 (Exit 28 off I-66 WEST)
540-364-1221

hautefabrics @gmail.com
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SHE 5789/5-12
Fauquier

At
Canine College.
you won’t come home 
from vacation to  a bill 
padded with “extras.”

We offer a flat fee –
Boarding $30 a day –

so that the only surprise 
waiting for you

at pickup is a better be-
haved dog!

Sure, it was a great vacation...
But those mini-bar fees...outrageous!

WHETHER FOR ONE DAY OR FOR AN
ENTIRE VACATION –

The dog you pick up will behave better than the
one you dropped off! We Guarantee it!

www.JaymesCanineCollege.com

I hear they have new 
“digs” at Canine College. 

Check it out!

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Stella is a gorgeous 2 yr. old that 
is extremely smart & obedient.  She 
loves training & can learn anything.  

She loves to play & enjoys taking car 
rides.  She is fearful of some men 
and can’t live with cats.  We are 

currently working on socializing her 
with other dogs.  Stella has a lot of 
love to give & will be a loyal friend. 

Chepie is an out-of-this-world 
cute Pekingese.  She loves to play 
& will entertain herself for hours 

with her toys.  She gets along 
with cats & other dogs, but is 

fearful with some men & cannot 
live with small children.  Once she 
knows you she can't get enough 
attention & loves to be held & 

snuggled.  Her people definitely 
make her world go around!  

Macey is a fun 4 year old  
Shepherd mix. She loves people & 
attention. She gets along well with 
other dogs, but is particular about 
choosing her dog friends.  She is 

very sweet, quiet & gentle.  

KITTENS!!! 
We have 37 healthy adorable 

kittens of all ages available for 
adoption.  If you are interested 
please submit an application now!  
Ask about our buddy program!!! 

Honey is an adorable 7-8 yr old who is 
good with kids & most dogs, but is fearful 
of some men.  She lived her life on a chain 
for many years & was often cold, scared, 

hungry & lonely. Honey is now one happy fun
-loving little dog awaiting her forever 

home!  Honey has a blast playing with toys, 
loves to go on walks, likes going down the 

slide in the playground & enjoys belly rubs.   

Leo lived a long life on a chain  
so he is still learning lots of    

new things. He has a very kind      
temperament & likes to please.   
He enjoys attention & loves to 

give hugs! He has come a long way 
& truly deserves a second chance. 

Matilda is a 6 year old speckled 
gray, healthy Appaloosa X mare. She 
is about 14.2 h, and can easily carry 
an adult. Easy going and excellent 

ground manners. Wants a job- ready 
to be trained to be-come a riding 
pony. We could imagine her in the 

dressage arena or hunter ring!  

A Friend to All Animals 

Puppies!!!  We have 3 adorable Shepherd mix puppies.   
So far they have been very laid-back & have enjoyed their 

socialization time with people as well as other animals.   

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
mhfdtn@earthlink.net   

(540) 364-3272 
www.middleburghumane.com 

 

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

w w w.Middlebu rgGroomer.com

(540) 687-5119

All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments

Albert P. Clark

Not too long ago, 
I was incredibly 
excited about 
summer. I envi-

sioned carefree days en-
joying the sun, relaxing, 
and playing in the thick, 
soft grass. Well, summer 
has come, but it’s a little 
different than I imagined 
it would be. In fact, it has 
been downright challeng-
ing for a lot of us.

Late last month, 
there was something 
called a derecho, which 
is a fancy term for a re-
ally, really bad storm. It 
knocked out power and 
felled trees, and was, to 
put it mildly, super scary! 
After that, there have 
been lots of other less 
severe storms. Adding to 
the summer’s challenges, 
temperatures have been 
soaring into the 90s and 
even 100s. Let’s just say 
that it hasn’t exactly been 
the relaxing season of my 
dreams.

Of course, there’s 
not a lot that any of us 
can do about Mother Na-
ture. However, it helps a 
lot if our people are pre-
pared. I thought I would 
mention just a few of the 
really important things 
to remember about pets 
and hot weather. I know 
you’ve heard many of 
them before, but they are 
well worth repeating.

First and foremost, 
do not ever leave a pet 
in a car on a warm day 
for ANY amount of time. 
Cracking the window 
does not make a car safe, 
by the way. A car’s inside 
temperature can increase 

by 40 degrees in about 
an hour, with 80% of 
that increase happening 
within 30 minutes. Many 
experts caution against 
leaving pets in cars even 
when temperatures are in 
the sixties. I know lots of 
us love to go for rides, 
but don’t take us with 
you in warm weather un-
less we can stay with you 
at all times when you get 
to your destination. 

Remember that pow-
er outages happen more 
frequently in the summer. 
If you leave us at home 
while you work during 
the day, plan for potential 
outages by making sure 
a neighbor or pet sitter 
has access to us and can 
check on us in the event 
that there is a power 
problem.

Keep in mind that 
skin cancer is very com-
mon in dogs, especially 
light-colored ones. Just 
as you protect your own 
skin from sun exposure, 
you should protect ours 
too. There are pet-safe 
sunscreens that you can 
apply to our noses and 
ears. In general, just 
make sure that we’re not 
out in the sun for long pe-
riods of time. It’s as dan-
gerous for us as it is for 
you.

Check surface tem-
peratures before you take 
us for walks. Concrete 
and asphalt can get bru-
tally hot during the sum-
mer, and we don’t have 
shoes to protect our sen-
sitive paws. Just put your 
hand on the surface of the 
walkway before you ven-
ture out with us. If it’s 

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their homes with four-legged friends.

too hot for you, it’s too 
hot for us. 

Be on alert when 
storms are coming. Make 
sure we’re inside and 
out of harm’s way. Stay 
with us if we’re nervous 
and do all that you can 
to keep us calm. If you 
have a pet who becomes 
highly stressed during 
storms, you might want 
to look into products that 

can help. Thundershirts 
are widely available for 
both dogs and cats, as are 
calming herbal supple-
ments like Rescue Rem-
edy. 

In general, just re-
member that the dog days 
of summer are not really 
the best days for dogs 
(or cats). I’m still dream-
ing of carefree, relaxing 
days. I’ve just adjusted 

my dream to include a 
lot of time inside with air 
conditioning and a great 
big bowl of fresh, cool 
water at all times!

Albert, a Jack Rus-
sell Terrier, is Chairman 
of the Board of Wylie 
Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg, Fairfax, 
Falls Church and Arling-
ton.

 
LocaL ExpEriEncEd MaturE profEssionaL 
sEEks farM/EstatE ManagEMEnt position.

Skilled and knowledgeable in all aSpectS 
of equiptment maintenance/RepaiR, 

conStRuction/Renovation,landScaping 
managing employeeS and HoRSe caRe.

eState and faRm conSultant

Housing not needed

RefeRences available 
cuRRently employed owneRS Relocating

 
eStatemanageR4u@gmail.com
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Bruce Smart
 

In last month’s column 
Purple listed eight prob-
lem areas facing Ameri-
ca   which require govern-
ment action to resolve. 
Of course “government 
action” means action by 
elected officials, and the 
ability of any official to 
act in the public interest is 
constrained by the commit-
ments, the “baggage,” he or 
she carries when taking of-
fice.   Let’s start with elec-
tions. That’s where “gov-
ernment action” begins.

Getting elected in 
America takes money – 
scads of money. Willie Sut-
ton robbed banks because 
“that’s where the money 
is.”   Current law, under-
written by the Supreme 
Court’s Citizens United 
decision, allows contribu-
tions to so-called Super-
Pacs in unlimited amounts 
by individuals and corpora-
tions who can under pres-
ent law remain anonymous. 
So candidates follow Wil-
lie’s advice   - they accept 
SuperPac support, and look 

to wealthy individuals and 
businesses for campaign 
funds. In return the donor 
expects   support for his 
particular special interests 
or ideological beliefs. So 
the official comes to office 
beholden to his or her fi-
nancial backers, not to the 
voters at large.

It seems to be true 
that a lie, repeated often 
enough, becomes fact to 
many listeners. Television, 
say Fox News, reaches 
many listeners. There is no 
check on the accuracy of 
the political messages it is 
paid to carry. And televi-
sion is expensive. So lots 
of political money raised 
is spent sending tele-
vised   messages, usually 
negative and frequently 
distorted or untrue, to vil-
ify the candidate the mes-
sage senders oppose.

What is the result? 
Constructive ideas are 
driven out of the political 
debate. Animosities be-
tween  politicians and par-
ties are intensified. Elec-
tions are decided by money. 

Elected officials become 
beholden to their moneyed 
supporters. Policies, if any 
can be enacted by a bitterly 
divided legislature, tend to 
favor special interests rath-
er than the general welfare. 
Hard problems are filibus-
tered or ignored. Govern-
ment descends into angry 
gridlock. Our democratic 
system of government fails 
its citizens. Sadly, that is 
where we are now, and the 
tone of this current cam-
paign   threatens to drive 
America politics further 
into the swamp.

What can be done?

First, citizens need to 
recognize the danger. If 
you are unconvinced there 
is danger, read “It’s Even 
Worse Than It Looks,” by 
Mann and Ornstein, two re-
spected political scholars, 
one from a liberal “think 
tank” and the other from a 
conservative one. They will 
convince you that system is 
broken, and money is a ma-
jor cause. Quoting them: “ 
In a city where much of the 
business is about divvying 

up over $3 billion in fed-
eral spending and carving 
out tax breaks from over 
$2 trillion in revenues, the 
money spent influencing 
those [political] decisions 
has mushroomed …”

Second, get rid of ano-
nymity. Citizens United 
did not insist on it; Repub-
licans blocked a bill that 
would have required dis-
closing the names of large 
donors.

How to get rid of big 
money in politics? Rever-
sal of the Citizens United 
decision would be a start. 
The watchdog organization 
Global Integrity states that 
in Citizens United “The 
United States has taken 
a step backwards in its 
struggle to control the cor-
rupting influence of money 
in politics.” Chief Justice 
Roberts’ break   with his 
conservative colleagues 
over health care suggests 
that the Court might yet be 
an ally in forestalling the 
sale of our government to 
the highest bidder.

Finally, voters should 
react adversely to anony-
mous negative messages, 
and support the targets of 
those attacks. In Virginia’s 
US Senate race, out-of-
state money  favors one par-
ty’s candidate the over the 
other by a 18:1 ratio. Who 
is behind that?   Virginia’s 
Senate election should be 
decided by Virginians, not 
by outside money. 

Ultimately, we must 
greatly reduce the influ-
ence of private money 
in elections. Candidates 
spend far too much time 
raising money, and elec-
tions are hugely expensive. 
Those who finance them 
demand favors, corrupting 
the democratic process.

But politicians are un-
likely to bite the hand that 
feeds them until we vot-
ers insist. The time to start 
working on that process is 
now. The day to insist on it 
is the first Tuesday in No-
vember.

Editor’s Desk

“I saw behind me those who had 
gone, and before me those who are to 
come.  I looked back and saw my father 
and his father and all our fathers,   and 
in front to see my son and his son, and 
the sons upon sons beyond.  And their 
eyes were my eyes. As I felt so they had 
felt, and were to feel, as then, so now, as 
tomorrow and forever.  Then I was not 
afraid for I was in a long line that had 
no beginning and no end.”

Richard Llewellyn
How Green was my Valley (1939

Perhaps we happy few here in Western 
Loudoun and northern Fauquier have too 
much respect for the past and for those who 
lived and died there.

Perhaps the past is, after all, not only 
a different country, but a country unworthy 
of attention, much less respect.

Perhaps the lives, and stories, and 
hand-me-down artifacts of its all too easily 
forgotten inhabitants are, indeed, meaning-
less, even worthless.

“Heritage?” Perhaps that too is a silly 
notion, kept barely alive by old soldiers and 
hopeless romantics still touched, despite 
themselves, by the 19th century notion of 
Chamberlain’s deathless shadows and some 
mighty presence that lingers on hallowed 
ground to consecrate it “for the vision place 
of souls.”

How quaint.  

Perhaps the Loudoun County Mu-
seum, and its priceless collections really 
aren’t worth a single dime of public money 
. . . much less the $63,000 requested by its 
Directors to continue operations and pre-
serve those artifact for yet another year.

Perhaps Supervisor Ken Reid was right 
all along to suggest that the County’s His-
toric District Review Committee be joined 
by someone who had not only bulldozed an 
historic house, but had fought tooth and nail 
to remove Waterford’s official designation 
as an historic treasure.

Perhaps Eugene Delgaudio was right 
to suggest that giving the Museum’s Board 
more time to try to raise money was folly.

We don’t think so.

But what do we know?  Silly folks 
that we are, we believe that the people of 
Loudoun should insist that their money be 
spent on preserving the county’s history.

We think there should be significant 
and ongoing public investment in libraries, 
museums, parks, and the preservation of the 
history of those who shaped, for better or 
worse, who we are today.

For us it is an unavoidable debt, owed 
to those who came before us, to those who 
will follow us, and to ourselves.

The Board of Supervisors should fund 
the Loudoun County Museum. 

The Loudoun County Museum

Money and Political Power
Purple

Let us Pray
Blue Notes
Daniel Morrow

If you are so inclined, 
praise the Lord  . . . or at 
least 6 of 8 Loudoun County 
Supervisors.  

As of July 17 Loudoun 
County is once more . . . 
brace yourselves heathens . 
. .  indisputably in the reli-
gion business.

With the advice and 
consent of the County’s Fi-
nance Committee and the 
all important Courthouse 
Grounds and Facilities 
Committee, solons York, 
Delgaudio,  Volpe,  Le-
Tourneau, Reid, and Buona, 
voted to approve the design, 
purchase and display of our 
very own County religious 
symbols at Yuletide.

Supervisors Janet 
Clarke and Shawn Williams 
opted out.  God knows why.  

Geary Higgins?  Ab-
sent. 

As a sop to the god-
less, lost souls and retail 
sales, of course, we had to 
throw in wreaths, garlands, 
Santa, reindeer and a tree 
. . . but, oh Pilgrims, what 
a small price to pay in ex-
change for not only own-

ing, but displaying at pub-
lic expense our very own 
sturdy plywood cut outs of 
a Menorah, the Baby Jesus, 
his mom, and a selection of 
other traditional elements of 
the manager scene described 
(more or less) in two of the 
four Christian gospels.

Oh happy day.

Some pagans, atheists, 
intellectuals, an assortment 
of witches, communists, lib-
erals, people from France, 
adherents to several non-
Judeo Christian religions, 
and pesky nit-pickers who 
have actually read the First 
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion have taken issue with 
our Supervisors . . . but what 
do they know?

“Congress shall make 
no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion?“  
Surely they jest.   Does the 
Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors look like Con-
gress? (Only sometimes)

Next, we designate the 
pools at Ida Lee as Official 
County Baptismal Fonts.  
First the County, then the 
World.

Deo Vindice . . . so to 
speak.

Leadership By
Example

Each year we recognize outstanding individuals for the exemplary
 contributions they make to our lives, our county and our community.

Their stories are available at The Thomas Balch Library  
in The Loudoun Laurels Archive.

The Loudoun LaureLs
www.loudounlaurels.com

Jim Roberts    •     A Lifetime of Service

Tom Pratt

I am never at a loss 
for words when it comes to 
politics in this country and 
pointing out what I person-
ally think is wrong with 
the ways in which we con-
duct ourselves as a country 
thought to be the pillar of 
democracy and an example 
of how democracy should 
work.

It is my opinion that 
runaway capitalism and 
the lack of regulation have 
nearly ruined this county 
and have spawned a cul-
ture of greed and a society 
that spends an inordinate 
amount of time trying to 
make illegal acts legal.  
Therefore I will list a num-
ber of things in my opinion 
that would restore America 
to the greatness it once en-
joyed.

First election reform:

Campaigning limited 
to 12 weeks prior to the 
election.

No private or corpo-
rate donations to candi-
dates, all qualified can-
didates receive the same 
public funds and the same 
television time.  So that 
the merits of their cam-
paigns would reign, not 
how much money is raised 
and spent.

The voting should 
be by proportional repre-
sentation, (how the Acad-
emy Awards and Heisman 
trophy are decided) this 
would foster a multi par-
ty system.  If you wanted 
to vote for Dr. Stein of 
the Green Party, and did 
want to waste your vote 
your second choice, either 
Obama or Romney would 
then get your vote if Dr. 
Stein did not get a high 
enough percentage to be 
viable.  

There should not be 
crossovers in the financial 
world, banks should be 
banks and companies such 
as GE should stick to mak-
ing electrical products.  
Hedge funds and deriva-
tives should be highly reg-
ulated and those heads of 
financial institutions who 
break laws and cause great 
harm to investors should 
face criminal charges and 
spend time in jail, in my 
opinion the only way to 
deter such actions.

Energy companies 
should be mandated to 
spend at least 50% of 
their profits on renewable 

sources, thereby creating 
millions of new jobs and 
saving the planet.  Fossil 
fuels should start to be a 
thing of the past.

We should go to a 
Medicare for all health 
care system.  It would save 
over 30% in health care 
costs, which is the percent 
spent on forms to decide 
who is eligible and who 
is to be paid.  The Office 
of Budget and Manage-
ment concluded that single 
payer is the most economic 
way to fund health care.

Drug companies 
should be banned from 
advertising prescription 
drugs, doctors should de-
cide on prescribing those 
medications.

Lobbyists should only 
be allowed to represent not 
for profit organizations.

Term limits on Con-
gress.  Members should 
not arrive reasonably poor 
and leave very rich, that 
was not how the founders 
envisioned civic duty of 
representing the people.

Citizens United must 
be repealed.  It is beyond 
belief that corporations, 
both domestic and foreign 
can contribute to cam-
paigns and run ads that af-
fect the outcome of elec-
tions without disclosure of 
who is behind the funding.

I am not so naïve to 
think any of these sug-
gestions could be easily 
implemented but would 
like people to start think-
ing about them and how, if 
it were possible to adopt 
them, it would change this 
county.  This is nonpartisan 
as both parties are guilty 
of these abuses. The party 
which is having a huge re-
surgence is the Green Par-
ty and their candidate for 
president, Dr. Jill Stein.  
I urge you to explore the 
Green Party this year as an 
alternative to Obama and 
Romney.   Dr. Stein and 
the Greens make an enor-
mous amount of sense and 
I feel this country is so 
outraged at the excesses 
of the 1% and the disre-
gard for the common man 
and the environment that 
she and they deserve to be 
listened to and taken very 
seriously.  Future columns 
will be dedicated to the 
Greens and their platform.

Hypocrisy

Aug. 9th Deadline 
for Aug. 23rd Issue

540.687.3200

Media Kit and Full Online Version @ www.mbecc.com

Like us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/MiddleburgEccentric
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Daniel Morrow

Friends Indeed
“Never do a wrong thing to make 
a friend, or keep one.”

Robert Edward Lee

Andy Moore

Shortly after Charles Chris-
tian talked Bill Winn into lending 
him his Bowie knife, Christian 
ran into Andy Moore, a law school 
classmate and friend, on the steps 
of McDowell’s Hotel.

At Christian’s request they 
immediately went back into the 
hotel and up the stairs to Chris-
tian’s room, where Christian anx-
iously asked if Moore had “heard 
of his difficulty.”  

Moore, the son Rockbridge 
County’s chief prosecutor, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney David E. 
Moore, should have been an ex-
cellent source.

He was Mary Evelyn Ander-
son’s 3rd cousin, the nephew of 
her guardian in Lexington, Samuel 
McDowell Moore, and a frequent 
guest in the Moore house.  He also 
knew and liked Tom Blackburn.

He said hen had no idea 
what Christian was talking about.

Christian, no doubt more 
than a little surprised,  told Moore 
the whole story:  that Tom Black-
burn had seen a note he had writ-
ten to Andy’s cousin, Mary Ev-
elyn; that Blackburn had admitted 
that he had personally advised 
her not to accompany Christian to 
church; and that when asked why, 
Blackburn had told him he re-
garded Christian’s character “bad 
or infamous.”

Moore’s first reaction was 
to ask “how in the world” Chris-
tian had “kept his hands off” Tom 
Blackburn.

Christian replied by not-
ing that the VMI cadet “had his 
hand in his breast as he advanced 
towards him” and was probably 
armed.  

Moore, who knew Black-
burn as well as he knew Christian, 
poo-pooed the notion, noting that 
it was Blackburn’s “habit to carry 
his hand in that manner.”

No matter, Christian argued.  
He believed that his recent 

and highly unsatisfactory encoun-
ter with Blackburn was no acci-
dent but “a preconcerted affair.”  

“There were a good many 
Cadets standing ‘round,”  he told 
Moore, and “a Cadet had taken his 
cane from his hand” just before 
Blackburn arrived.

When Moore reacted by 
saying he wished he had been 
there, Christian clearly thought 
he meant he would have “taken up 
for him” against Blackburn. 

Moore replied that that 
wasn’t what he meant at all.

As a friend of both Black-
burn and Mary Evelyn Ander-
son’s, Moore said, he believed 
that, if he’d been there, he might 
have “settled the matter to the sat-
isfaction of both.”

When Christian then asked 
how Blackburn was related to 
Mary Anderson, Moore was more 
supportive.  

Blackburn was only her 
third cousin, he told Christian, 
a  relationship he thought “was 
rather far out” for Blackburn to be 
giving her advice about walking 
out with Christian. 

In fact, he said, upon reflec-
tion he thought it rather “offi-
cious” of Blackburn “to give such 
advice to his cousin. After all, he 
said,  Mary Anderson “was under 
the care of Mrs. Moore” who had 
often “seen Christian at parties 
and had opportunities to judge of 

his character.”
Indeed, as far as Andy 

Moore was concerned, if Mr. and 
Mrs. Moore considered Christian 
a man of bad character ”it was 
their business to advise her,” not 
Tom Blackburn’s.

When Christian’s worried 
aloud about whether or not he re-
ally had a bad reputation in Lex-
ington, Moore reassured him.  His 
name, he said ”was never men-
tioned, except in ridicule of his 
moustache . . . .”

Christian then asked Moore 
what he thought he should do.

Moore replied, “I would go 
to Blackburn and ask for an expla-
nation, and if he refused to give it, 
I would fight him.”

This was clearly not an an-
swer Christian wanted to hear.  

He complained, Moore later 
testified, that “Mr. Blackburn was 
much stronger than he and could 
“whip him.” 

Moore retorted, “I would 
cane him.”

When Christian hesitated 
again, arguing that “Blackburn 
was armed and would kill him.” 
Moore was having none of it.  

If that were indeed the case, 
he told Christian, he should arm 
himself, and, if necessary, “wing 
him.”

Christian then showed 
Moore he was already wearing 
Winn’s bowie knife and carrying 
two pistols, though he was a little 
unsure of just how he should be 
wearing them.

Opening his jacket, which 
Moore described as a modern 
“sack coat rather than a close-fit-
ting cutaway, Christian revealed 
his borrowed bowie knife, still 
stuck “in the waistband of his 
pants, running across from right 
to left.”  

Moore laughed, and speak-

ing with absolute certainty, told 
Christian that “Bowie knifes are 
generally carried behind.”

Christian complained that 
with a sack coat on it might be 
difficult to get at the knife quickly 
if he wore it “behind.”  The pock-
ets of the coat, on the other hand, 
seemed perfectly adequate for 
carrying the pistols.

The conversation continued 
for what seemed to Moore to be 
an hour or two, with much discus-
sion of Christian’s newly acquired 
weaponry,  

Christian showed Moore 
bullet molds, noted he had “been 
“running balls” for his new pis-
tol” and complained that he’d had 
to buy a good many caps in order 
to find some that would fit.

When he offered Moore a 
box of the extra caps, Moore de-
clined, saying he “had no use for 
them.”

When Moore got up to 
leave, Christian promised that he 
would confront Blackburn in the 
street.  

He hoped, he said, that 
Moore would be there to back him 
up,  just in case Blackburn’s Cadet 
friends might “double on him.” 

Moore told Christian to let 
him know where he intended to 
meet Blackburn, promising to do 
what he could to help if the VMI 
Cadets tried to gang up on him.

And More

	 Later that night Chris-
tian met with another group of 
law students gathered in Robert 
E. Seevers’ room. 

Christian asked the same 
question he had asked Andy 
Moore just hours earlier:  what, 
if anything,  they’d heard of “the 
affair.”

A.G. Strayer, a friend so 
close that Christian had confessed 
to him that he wanted to marry 
Mary Evelyn Anderson,  said he 
had only “heard a whisper of it.” 
He then asked Christian to tell the 
group what he knew.

Christian rehashed his ver-
sion of events for at least the third 
time that day;  announced his in-
tention to seek Blackburn out that 
very night; and  flashed his pistols 
and borrowed Bowie knife.

Strayer immediately point-
ed out that there was little or no 
chance of finding Blackburn at 
that time hour, and that if Chris-
tian went about the streets of Lex-
ington armed with deadly weap-
ons he was “liable to indictment.”.

Christian dismissed the no-
tion.

After “reviewing the laws of 
the State of Virginia,” he said, he 
had found a provision that made it 
clear it was “his privilege” under 
the Code to arm himself when he 
had a “reasonable cause to believe 
that he would be attacked.”  

As for the practical side of 
self defense, he told his friends 
he was a crack shot, especially 
with his single-shot rifled-barrel 
pistol.   He could put five shots 
“in the space of a dollar” with 
it, he said, and anyone he shot at 
“would be a goner.” 

Almost as an afterthought 
he added that he fully intended 
avoiding that circumstance if at 
all possible.  

Christian also observed that, 
technically, he had given Black-

burn fair warning at the conclu-
sion of their “interview” at Mc-
Dowell’s Hotel earlier in the day.

His last remarks to Black-
burn on that occasion, he said,  
were , “All right for the present.  
I will see you again.”  

Blackburn, he said, had re-
plied only: “Very good, Sir.”

As far as Christian was 
concerned, that remark meant 
Blackburn “had reason to expect 
trouble.” 

All this, of course, stood in 
sharp contrast to the stories circu-
lating around the grounds of VMI, 
where Christian was being cred-
ited for expressing his admiration 
of Blackburn’s “noble principles” 
in defending his cousin’s honor.

Strayer, in any case,  still 
thought it foolish for Christian 
to carry a knife and pistols on the 
street, and repeated his advice 
to stand down, repeating that he 
“had no doubt that Christian and 
Blackburn could settle their dif-
ferences amicably.” 

When Strayer pointedly 
asked if Christian “did not desire 
such a termination” of the affair, 
Christian replied, “Certainly,” but 
reminded Strayer that “his charac-
ter had been assailed.”  

When Strayer said he didn’t 
consider the  insult “sufficient 
reason to take notice of the mat-
ter,” Christian ,  asked, “what 
would he consider sufficient?”  
Why, he wondered aloud, would 
“Blackburn or anyone else” make 
such remarks about him..  “He had 
always acted as a gentleman, his 
insisted, noting that ”after all” he 
was “of as good a parentage as Mr. 
Blackburn or Miss Anderson.” 

Seevers told Christian he 
still thought that, until Blackburn 
had been given a chance to either 
apologize or explain himself, the 
time was not right for a challenge. 

Christian agreed, noting 
that a formal challenge was out of 
the question in any case. 

In order to fight a formal 
duel, he and Blackburn would 
have to go somewhere that al-
lowed it. 

He had no money, he said, 
and could not get away to Lynch-
burg or Richmond, where he 
could get some. Nor did he be-
lieve Blackburn could get any 
money from the Institute to allow 
him to travel to a place that would 
allow a formal duel.

Options, it appeared, were 
thus limited.

At the first opportunity 
Christian, said, he would ask 
Blackburn to explain himself.

If there were to be a fight it 
would be a street-fight, not a for-
mal duel, and Christian would use 
his weapons only in self defense. 

With those thoughts in 
mind,  according to both Seevers 
and Strayer,  Christian retired for 
the evening.

Most of Christian’s law 
school classmates, and most of 
Blackburn’s friends, appeared to 
believe the “affair” was over.

As one witness later told 
the Rockbridge County Circuit 
Court, by the time Christian was 
through reviewing his options and 
explaining his intentions, even 
his fellow law students “thought 
him too much of a coward to go 
through with it. info@sheridanmacmahon.com

www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Meadowkirk Inn & Retreat
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $16,000,000

358 acres • 8 BR Manor house • 6 FP • Heart of pine floors • 10’ ceilings
• Inn w/20 rooms all w/private baths • Conference room • Stone barn can
accommodate 120 guests • 3 cottages • Log cabin • Pool & pool house •
Observatory • Picnic pavilion • 2 miles of Goose Creek frontage
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Lions Lane
Boyce, Virginia  •  $1,490,000

109 mountain top acres • Unbelievable western views •
Hunters’ paradise • 3 bedrooms • 2 fireplaces • Gourmet
kitchen • 3 car garage • Energy efficient
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $4,700,000

c. 1889 masterpiece • Stunning site is unmatched in the region • 15 acres amidst 400
protected acres • Main house has 3 BR, amazing kitchen, limestone floors, mahogany
doors, 4 FP • 3 BR guest cottage • 2 BR carriage house • Charming guest quarters •
Great location, stunning views, exquisite detail • Rare find, fantastic value
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Canongate
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $730,900

Circa 1760's stone farm house on 6.45 acres • Beautiful wood
floors, 4 wood burning fireplaces, country kitchen with granite
countertops, bathrooms all updated • Fenced paddocks, two
stables and a machine shed
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Commercial
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $725,000

Free standing commercial building on large lot • Stone
and shake office building • Oversized stone garage •
Large administrative area, reception, conference room,
three private offices
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Conde Road
Marshall, Virginia  •  $697,000

8 acres near Warrenton • First floor master • Stately pool •
2 additional private guest suites • 4 fireplaces • 3 car garage
• Located in Warrenton Hunt Territory
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Marley Grange
Millwood, Virginia  •  $2,600,000

Understated elegance • Finely appointed 5600+ sq. ft. home
built in 1997 on 75 acres in a private and secluded setting •
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 half baths • 10 stall barn • 224 ft. x
128 ft. blue stone ring • Excellent horse facility and ride-out
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Carrington Road
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $1,300,000

100 acre parcel • Spectacular building site • Mostly open
farmland with some mature forest • Great views of the
protected Cobbler Valley • Creek and stream run though the
property with large pond site • 4 BR perc certification
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

1780 Quaker Barn
Philomont, Virginia  •  $1,495,000

Completely restored & updated • 4/5 BR, 3 1/2 BA, 3 FP • Vaulted
ceilings expose 40’ hand hewn beams & original barn timbers •
Lower level reveals chestnut log beams, fieldstone walls, flagstone
floors • Pool, terrace, outdoor FP • Also for rent $4,000/month
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Pagebrook East
Boyce, Virginia  •  $995,000

Gorgeous tract of land in middle of Blue Ridge Hunt territory
• Small cottage, additional building site with approved 4 BR
septic • 97.8 acres of open pasture land • Fenced for horses
& cattle • Pond • Barn & run-in sheds
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Warwick Farm
Bluemont, Virginia  •  $1,100,000

NEW PRICE! • Turn key horse operation • Custom log &
cedar home on 13.37 acres • 3 bedrooms, 3 baths • 4 stall
center aisle barn • 90 x 180 bluestone & shredded rubber ring
• 2 run in shed
Joseph Keusch (540) 454-0591

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

Located in the heart of fox hunting country • 3 miles from
Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial home  • Stable
• Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court • Mature trees and
sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds most of the property
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

See it.     Save it.    Pass it On.

John Hennessy, chief historian at the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, will return to the Mosby 
Heritage Area on Friday, July 27, to give a talk on the Second Battle of Manassas (Bull Run). On Saturday, July 28, he 

will serve as our guide for a tour of the battlefield.

John Hennessy
About the Speaker: John Hennessy is the author of three books on the American Civil War, including the definitive work on the Battle 
of First Manassas, An End to Innocence: The First Battle of Manassas. He started his National Park Service career at Manassas in 
the 1980s, and has since worked for the New York State Historic Preservation Office, the National Park Service Interpretive Design 
Center at Harpers Ferry, and at Fredericksburg. He is the principal author of “Holding the High Ground,” the document that has 

helped shape the National Park Service’s direction in interpretation for the Civil War Sesquicentennial, shepherding in an expanded 
approach to interpretation that examines the war and its major battles in a broader context--bringing to visitors not just the stories of 
men in uniform, but also of the civilians and slaves who were affected by the conflict. Mr. Hennessy grew up in upstate New York, and 

has been at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Parks since 1995.
Schedule and directionS:

Friday, July 27:
6:30 p.m. -- Wine & Cheese Reception, followed by talk and book signing 
National Sporting Library • 102 The Plains Road, Middleburg, VA 20117

Directions: Take Route 50 to Middleburg. From the west, turn right on The Plains Road opposite the Middleburg Community Center on 
the west end of town. From the east, turn left on The Plains Road. The National Sporting Library is immediately on the right with the 

entrance a few hundred yards from Route 50. There is ample free parking behind the Library.
Saturday, July 28

8:00 a.m. -- Arrive at Atoka for coffee and donuts
8:30 a.m. -- Bus leaves for the Manassas National Battlefield

9:15 a.m. -- Begin tour of the battlefield, stopping at sites that are significant to the
Battle of Second Manassas (Bull Run), box lunch at the Visitor Center.

3:30 p.m. -- Return to Atoka
The Rector House • 1461 Atoka Road, Marshall, VA 20115

Directions: From the east, take Route 50 to Middleburg. From the traffic light, proceed 4 miles to Route 713. Turn left on Route 713 
into the village of Atoka, parking in the lot immediately to the left behind the stone wall. From the west, travel about 5 miles east of 

Upperville. Turn right on Route 713 into the village of Atoka and park in the lot immediately to the left.

Tickets: Buy On line or at the DoorFriday NightTalk Only: $45 MHAA member; $55 non-member
Saturday Tour Only: $65 MHAA member; $75 non-member

Talk & Tour: $90 MHAA member; $110 non-member
To register, call 540-687-6681 or go online to the Calendar Page of the MHAA

website, www.mosbyheritagearea.org/events.html

Battle of Second Manassas with John Hennessy
Friday, July 27, 2012, 6:30 p.m.

National Sporting Library, 102 The Plains Road, Middleburg, VA 20117

Saturday, July 28, 2012, 8:00 a.m.
Meet the Bus at the Rector House, 1461 Atoka Road, Marshall, VA 20115

The Blackburn Murder

Allen & Thurber “Pepperbox” Revolver



MIDDLEBURG 540.687.6395
WASHINGTON,VA 540.675.1488
AMRFP.com

WASHINGTON, DC 202.944.5000
GEORGETOWN/DUPONT/LOGAN 202.333.3320
BETHESDA/CHEVY CHASE 301.222.0050
POTOMAC 301.983.6400
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 703.317.7000
WFP.com

In the Virginia Countryside
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THE OAKS, MILLWOOD, VA
Spectacular turn key horse property on 32+- acres in perfect
Clarke County location. Recently renovated 3 bedroom, 4
bath house featuring fabulous great room, spacious rooms
and heart pine flooring throughout. 8 stall barn with large
apartment and 4 car garage. $1,300,000. With additional 98
acres and 5 DURs. $2,350,000.

Jim Thompson 540-687-2224

THE BELL FARM, MARSHALL, VA
Atoka Road location! Just south of Middleburg. Style. Elegance.
Approx 6000 SF,  5BR, 4FP, great room with 11’ ceilings.
Extensive stone terraces. Beautiful gardens, pool & cabana.
Professionally landscaped. Pond with dock. Barn. All in mint
condition. 39.4 ac. Priced below appraisal. $2,395,000.

Ruth Ripley 540-687-2222
Carole Miller 540-729-7896

WINTER FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
302 acres of paradise, close to town. Perfect mix of flat open
land, woodland and Beaverdam Creek frontage as well. West
views of the Blue Ridge. Incredible dairy barn ready for stalls,
3 tenant houses, multiple building sites for your dream
home. This property is not in Conservation easement.
$4,900,000.

Kevin Keane 540-687-2221

BURR RIDGE, LEESBURG, VA
Stately, elegant home, formal gardens, views of 3 states from
private hilltop. Just outside of Leesburg. Convenient to Dulles
Greenway & Dulles Airport. 50 acres, tenant house, pool, pool
house. $2,700,000.

Kevin Keane 540-687-2221
Babette Scully 540-687-2220

CHESTNUT OAKS, UPPERVILLE, VA
Chestnut Oaks, located in Greystone just west of
Upperville, VA. Charming custom built brick colonial on
52+ acres, 4 bedrooms, 3.55 baths, lovely pine floors and
stately wood moldings. Partially fenced, 3 run-in sheds,
lovely landscaped setting, total privacy offering spectacular
views. $1,650,000.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-592-3238

TALLWOODS, DELAPLANE, VA
Enchanting home/weekend retreat, 3 BR, 3 full BA & 1 half BA.
Architecturally designed, quality constructed, traditional stucco
residence filled w/natural light throughout. Windows galore
w/views of the park like setting. Extensively renovated by current
owners, vaulted ceilings, oversized moldings, decorative finishes,
high end designer fixtures, hardwood floors, decks, light filled LL.
Wooded & open acreage, 11.85 acres. Easy access to DC., $1,125,000.

Jud & Page Glascock 540-687-2226

THE BERRYVILLE MILL, BERRYVILLE, VA
Historic Berryville Mill, built in 1902. Unique iconic building
in the middle of town, own a piece of history. Incredible
architectural features, ready to be put to work. This really is a
must see, one of a kind views from the upper floors.
$589,000.

Kevin Keane 540-687-2221
Carole Miller 540-729-7896

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

INTERNATIONAL OFFERING INTERNATIONAL OFFERING

OAKHAM FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
Historic Oakham on 100 acres. Located east of Middleburg in
the Middleburg Hunt, this property has been in the same family
since 1830. The 15 room manor house has original floors,
doors, hardware and mantels, and is in need of restoration.
Included are a 4BR tenant house, an 1830’s 2 room school-
house, and a large stucco barn. Land is gently rolling with a
pond and stream. Conservation Easement. $3,500,000.

Carole Miller 540-729-7896

BRONZE HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG, VA
NEW PRICE! Classic stone farm house dating from the early
1800’s located on the Virginia Scenic byway, Snickersville
Turnpike, N.E. of Middleburg. Restored main residence with 3
finished levels, small guest cottage, 2BR house, pool, pond,
barns, stable, fields & woods on 48ac (in 2 parcels). Surrounded
by farms in scenic easement. Middleburg Hunt! $1,875,000.

Rick Lowe 703-509-3962
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