
Daniel Morrow

Economic Development Coor-
dinator Cindy Pearson issued 
the moral equivalent of the 
two-minute Christmas warn-

ing at Town Council’s November ses-
sion:  Mayor Betsy Davis and the entire 
council were to muster for duty on the 
Town’s wagon float at least a quarter 
hour before the main parade begins 
at 2:00 PM on Saturday, December 1.  
The Hunt Parade begins three hours 
earlier, at 11:00 AM.  If the weather 
holds Middleburg expects one of the 
best celebrations in recent memory.

Hurricane Sandy

Mayor Davis personally thanked 
Middleburg’s Town Staff and its Police 
Department for “the amazing job they 
did during Hurricane Sandy” noting 
that, happily, “Middleburg experienced 
no major problems.”

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes, she noted,  “kept everyone 
current through emails,” our Main-
tenance Superintendent worked the 
streets “both before and after the 
storm,” and, Chief Panebianco, Senior 
Officer Mike Prince and Officer Heath-
er Fadely were on duty, present and ac-
counted for the entire night.”

Councilmember Mark Snyder 
thanked Charlie Triplett, of Loudoun 
Water, who was also in Middleburg 
that night 

Councilmember Trowbridge Lit-
tleton thanked Chief Panebianco for his 
hard work and asked him how many 
hours he had been on duty during the 
storm.  Panebianco admitted he was up 
for twenty-three hours straight noting 
“that he was not as young as he used 
to be.”

Councilmember Murdock thanked 
VDOT and Dominion Power for re-
sponding quickly to Hurricane Sandy, 
and suggested the Town express its ap-
preciation in writing.

After the event, Town Administra-
tor Semmes reported, she met with rep-
resentatives from FEMA, the County 
Emergency Operations Department 
and the Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Management to discuss the 
costs incurred by the Town because of 
Sandy.  

Expense data from the entire 
County, she told council, would soon 
be compiled and sent to the Governor, 
who would then decide if the County 
was eligible for financial relief.  

Most, if not all the Town’s costs, 
she said,  “were related to overtime and 
generator fuel needed to run the treat-
ment plants.”

Halloween

Police Chief Panebianco told 
Council that his first Halloween in 
Middleburg seems to have 
gone well despite Hurricane 
Sandy.  Senior Officer Mike 
Prince estimated that the 
number of trick-or-treaters 
may have been off by as 
much as 30-40 %.

Trowbridgle Littleton estimated 
that the Community Center’s numbers 
were also down by about one-third.  

Election Violence

Councilmember Catherine “Bun-
dles” Murdock speaking, she said, as 
a private citizen, expressed “outrage” 
at what she described  as “acts of vio-
lence” that occurred on Election Day in 
Middleburg and the days prior to it.

The “violence” took the form of 
damage that she said at least four resi-
dents reported had been done to their 
Romney-for-President signs.  

Murdock, a Republican, told 
Council “she would be raising this is-
sue no matter which candidate’s signs 
were damaged” noting that “she had 
never witnessed such bad intentions 
during a presidential campaign.”

Noting that, generally speaking, 
“the campaign workers for the two 
parties were very friendly” and had 
“shared food and drinks throughout 
Election Day,” she expressed her hopes 
that, in the future, whoever had vandal-
ized the signs would “take a cue from 
them.”  

Councilmember Mark Snyder ob-
served that Middleburg residents “have 
always showed respect for political dis-
course” and that he “encouraged them 
to share their opinions, regardless of 
whether they agreed with him or not.”

Councilmember Littleton noted 
that the same thing happened some 
twenty years ago during a local elec-
tion, noting that it was done by some-
one from outside of the town

Murdock expressed her hope that 
the vandalism in this case was, indeed, 
the work of one individual.”

Audit

Jeff Mitchell, of Mitchell & Com-
pany appeared before Council at its 
regular monthly work session in late 
October to present the results of his 
firm’s audit of the Town’ books for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2012.  

The Town’s money, he noted, is 
held in three main funds or accounts:  
a General Fund; a Health Center Fund; 
and the Water/Sewer Fund.  

The General Fund, as of June 30, 
contained $1.2 million in cash and 
$32,000 in readily collectable receiv-
ables (uncollected property taxes, util-
ity taxes, and State sales tax.) 

The town’s fixed assets, such as 
buildings owned by the Town and its 
parking lots, were valued, very conser-
vatively, at $1.2 million, based as they 
are on original cost, less depreciation 
rather than their true market value.

The Health Center Fund showed 
fixed Assets of $153,429, which was, 
again, based on the original cost of the 
town-owned Health Center building,  

www.mbecc.com
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Step into Louis Shields’ 
beautiful new design stu-
dio in Middleburg and 
you’ll immediately rec-

ognize the elegance and highly 
refined sense of style so apparent 
in his former location.   In addi-
tion to offering a highly- edited 
collection of fine antique furni-
ture, Louis now features his own 
spectacular abstract   art and his 
own custom furniture designs.  

Of his artwork, he says, 
“I am a trained painter and I’ve 

painted forever, but this period 
of my work really pleases me.  
In planning this move, I wanted 
to showcase the paintings and 
the custom furniture among the 
antiques.  The response has been 
very enthusiastic.”

So enthusiastic, in fact, that 
his paintings now hang in Man-
hattan, Denver, San Francisco 
and Florence, Italy.  Those were 
sold in just the three months be-
fore he moved.

The proprietor of Middle-
burg’s highly regarded “Hasten-
ing Antiques” for thirty years, 
he was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and studied painting 
in the U.S. and England, where 
he lived for ten years.

“While in England, I re-
stored three houses and fell in 
love with the antiques’ busi-
ness,” he recalled.  “When I 
returned to the United States, I 
was determined to live no farther 
north and no farther south than 
Middleburg...so Middleburg it 
was...and is.”

When he moved to the new 
shop, he changed the name of the 
business to reflect his broader 
emphasis on design:  “Hastening 
Design Studio - Art - Antiques - 
Interiors”.  The new address, 116 
West Washington, across from 
the Post Office in Middleburg 
and next door to Common 
Grounds, has three enormous 
windows to display his can-
vases, and is reminiscent of the 
very best London, New York and 
Paris galleries.

P.O. Box 1768
Middleburg, VA 20118

540-687-3200
fax 866-705-7643
www.mbecc.com

news@mbecc.com

Editor In Chief
Dee Dee Hubbard ~ editor@mbecc.com

Design & Production Director
Jay Hubbard

Publisher
Dan Morrow

Copyright © 2012 All rights reserved. No 
part of Middleburg Eccentric may be repro-
duced without written permission of the Ec-
centric LLC. Middleburg Eccentric is not 
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts or 
artwork. Middleburg Eccentric  reserves the 
right to accept or reject any and all copy. 
Middleburg Eccentric is published monthly 
on the 4th Thursday by Middleburg Eccen-
tric LLC. Circulation to  Clarke,  Fauquier, 
Loudoun & Prince William Counties.

We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s policy for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. 
We encourage and support advertising and 
marketing programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtain housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to Virginia’s fair housing law which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status, handicap or intention 
to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept advertising for real estate that violates 
the fair housing law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on equal opportunity 
basis. For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint call the Virginia Fair Housing 
office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free call (888) 
551-3247. For the hearing impaired call (804) 
367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virginia.
gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org
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Patrickswell lane – Marshall - Heritage FarM now available.  Fan-
tastic opportunity. rarely available large parcel. 296 acres. Zoned 
ra. potential easeMent credit. Main stucco House and 3 More tenant 
Houses. large pond. barn and views. FQ7935337

1530 weston lane – Middleburg - lovely brick HoMe on 1.1 acres 
just outside Middleburg - siZable Front and back yard - two car de-
tacHed garage - Flagstone patio - Mature trees and stone wall - 
large rec rooM in baseMent. Must see.

 811 Main street w - Purcellville,va   Hours or enjoy tHe Fenced
in backyard witH a pool!  4 bedrooM, 2 batH vintage HoMe on .73 acres. 
Mature landscaping Makes you Feel as iF you are in your own private 
world

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$5,850,000 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

Five Points road – the Plains - legacy FarM now available! 450 acres 
in orange county Hunts Most priZed territory. build your dreaM estate 
aMidst rolling, park-like Fields and stone walls, a laZy little creek, croM-
wells run, and FraMed by unMatcHed Mountain views. tHe property is in a 
conservation easeMent.  

dresden FarM lane – Middleburg - dresden FarM now available. tHis 
beautiFully Maintained 115 acre Horse FarM includes a circa 1785 5 
bedrooM Main House, a 12 stall belMont barn witH 8 paddocks, Heated 
waterers, a new generator and a separate tack rooM. tHere are 4 addi-
tional dwellings including newly renovated Managers House and guest
 House, extensive greenHouses, gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond.  

 beaverdaM bridge road ~ Purcellville ~outstanding 20 acre geM 
witH elevated, unobstructed views oF tHe blue ridge, bull run and 
cobbler Mountains, and surrounded by open land. lo7813318

37810 britain rd - lovettsville,va - country property in serene 
setting witH Mature trees only Minutes to leesburg, purcellville, and 
tHe Marc train.  lovely 4 bedrooM, 3.5 batH HoMe witH Front porcH, 
patio, 2 tiered deck and 2 car garage. possible in-law suite. 3 Fire-
places.  3 stall center aisle barn. Fenced paddocks. all on3.49 acres. 
lo7814588.

9229 Patrick street – uPPerville- cHarMing country cottage on 
Quiet street in upperville. Fenced back yard witH large trees and Flag-
stone patio. Hardwood Floors tHrougHout, and an outstanding Master 
suite. FQ7915615 

15997 short hill rd -Purcellville,va Main Floor Master suite 
witH Fireplace. 3 bedrooMs plus a loFt, 3.5 batHs alMost 11 very 
private acres.  living rooM witH stone  Fireplace.  FinisHed base-
Ment witH gaMe rooM, exercise area and More.  Front porcH. deck 
witH Hot tub.  tHis is a great Find! lo7918252                          

540-533-745 $499,500Marcy cantatore 
540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$589,000 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

497  lockes Mill road – berryville - lovely renovated FarM House 
witH cHarMing 6 stall barn. all Fully renovated. tons oF cHaracter. 
Fenced paddocks. great rideout. blue ridge Hunt country. surround-
ed by land in scenic easeMent. super Horse property. Five bedrooMs, 4 
working Fireplaces, patio, great views oF blue ridge Mnts. 23 acres. 
cl7882180

2909 Millwood road – Millwood – soutH gate FarM,, a beautiFul 
turnkey Horse FarM, is located on tHe edge oF tHe cHarMing village oF 
Millwood. tHis uniQue property consists oF 126 acres oF priMe land in 
conservation easeMent designed to cater to tHe Horse and tHe Horse-
Man. a custoM stone and stucco HoMe built in 1999 witH no detail leFt 
unturned -- 4,300 sQuare Feet including a gourMet kitcHen, custoM 
Millwork tHrougHout, geotHerMal heating.  cl7939070 

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$6,833,300 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$4,900,000 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$699,000 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835 $449,000

 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich 540-454-1399 

540-270-3835 $383,000
 scott buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

703-509-4499 
540-270-3835

$2,999,000anne Mcintosh

Peter Pejacsevich

703-509-4499 
540-270-3835

$930,000anne Mcintosh

Peter Pejacsevich

20596 airMont road – blueMont - classic Fieldstone FarMHouse on 5 
open acres witH 7 stall barn,Full siZe dressage arena, views and adja-
cent to MucH open space For ride out. beautiFully landscaped gardens 
pristinely Maintained. House is autHentic and original witH 4 stunning, 
Fplaces. , tin rooF, coMpletely renovated over tHe past 10 years, water 
and electricto barn w/ box stalls, Fencing. piedMont Hunt. lo7928777

540-533-745 $475,000Marcy cantatore 

540-533-745 $475,000Marcy cantatore 
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News of Note

P r o P e rt i e s  i n  H u n t  C o u n t ry

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P. O. Box 500 s 2 South Madison Street

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

kENSLEE hiLL

ExNiNG cottAGE

Charming stone & frame cottage with 3 Bedrooms, 1
bath on 4.57 open acres just East of  Middleburg on
a quiet gravel road. Cottage was originally part of
neighboring estate "Exning".  Redesigned by local
architect. Lovely hardwood floors, 2 stone fireplaces,
screened & flagstone porches. Updated kitchen. Old
stone walls. Fruit trees. Small field with run-in shed.
Separate storage shed.  Also for rent. $575,000

cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

foALSfiELD

ZuLLA RoAD

Beautiful parcel of  almost 16 acres of  rolling land
in a private setting on sought after Zulla Road.
Includes open pasture & flowering trees, plus a
barn/runin shed and paddock. A modular office
has been improved & features a bedroom, bath,
kitchen & spacious conference room overlooking
a rear terrace & pergola. Ideal as office, studio or
temporary quarters while building. $549,000
Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523

fiELDStoNE

Custom Southern Living Home built of  fieldstone
in 2001, beautifully sited on a knoll with western
views sFirst floor master bedroom with double
master bath sCountry kitchen opens into the      in-
formal dining, family room and sun room           s
3,000 sq. ft. unfinished, walkout basement s4 car
garage s7 acres s1 mile west of  Middleburg. 

$975,000
Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

hALfWAy LAND

Located in Halfway, just minutes to
Middleburg or The Plains. Almost 3
mostly cleared acres dotted with
mature trees.  Ideal for hunt box or
main house. Approved 4 bedroom perc.
Orange County Hunt.           

$275,000

cricket Bedford (540)229-3201

ShEN. RivER fARM

turn-key horse farm.Dressage, show jumping &
cross country can be taught here on 18 acres and
only minutes from the I-81 & I-66 merger.Currently
leasing additional 15 acres for grazing for $1/year.
Dressage arena,220x100, Riding arena, 100x250 and
indoor 50x76. Brick Colonial (completely updated &
modernized) sits majestically on a knoll in a curve of
the Shenadoah River.                             $875,000

Susie Ashcom (540) 729-1478

hiGh thickEt

RAPPAhANNock couNty-114 acres of  gently
rolling fields and woodland. Situated in the center
of  the Thornton Hill Hounds Hunt Territory.
sStunning views of  Old Rag from the 4000 sq ft
Georgian Style  home s Large modern kitchen
sWet Bar sGuest House. sHeated Indoor Pool s5
Stall Barn and Sheds sRiding Trails run
throughout the land.                $1,985,000 oLREA

Alex Sharp (540) 219-4425

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Elegant custom stone and stucco home on 12+ acres in
The Plains. Exquisite details, reclaimed heart pine floors,
high ceilings, beautiful moulding, 4 marble and stone
fireplaces. Large screened porch opening to  covered
stone terrace. 4 bedrooms, 4  full and 2 half  baths with
master bedroom on main level. Lovely grounds with
perennial gardens, pool, pond, stone walls, board fencing
and 2 car garage.                                                  $2,250,000

Bee Lefferts (540) 454-5555

Spectacular land with over 100(+or-) acres of  rolling
pasture and magnificent woodlands, including
approximately ½ mile of  frontage of  the most
beautiful area of  the Potomac River. Breathtaking
views of  Sugarloaf  Mountain & the Potomac River
Valley. Land not in easement, ideal for tax credits,
horse/cattle farm, winery or private estate. Additional
land with dependencies available.                 $3,995,000
Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523

New Pric
e

Potomac R
ive

r

New List
ing

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Welcome to Lou Shields Beautiful New Shop
“I will always offer an-

tiques,” Louis said, gesturing to 
a charming 1670 Louis XIV wal-
nut stool and a pair of perfectly 
scaled Regency bookcases.  “For 
years I’ve had the great pleasure 
of finding and restoring impor-
tant French and English antiques 
for my clients.   I thoroughly 
enjoy the search and restora-
tion process, and I will always 
continue that work.   Antiques 
offer exceptional character to a 
room.   They are endowed with 
hundreds of years of history and 
one can feel their presence in a 
room.”

Good design is intelligent 
use of light, space and color, 
Louis insists.  

“I respect the entire range 
of design elements from an-
tiques to modern design to art.  
But, for me, the most interesting 
interiors are a skillful blend of 
all these elements.   My interior 
design projects, whether in Palm 
Beach, DC, or Manhattan, al-
ways include a mix of styles and 
pieces.”

It is the exciting combi-
nation of Louis’ exceptionally 
beautiful and impeccably re-
stored antiques with his stunning 
abstract paintings that seduces 
passers-by into his new space.

“Although for many years, 
my art was focused on etchings 
in the Arthur Rackham style, 
these new abstracts really cap-
ture my sensibilities now,” he 
said.

Clearly, his paintings ges-
ture toward the architectural 

structure and depth he loves, and 
his palette originates in a natu-
ral range, but when you gaze at 
the magnificent painting of what 
must be a flowing red cape, it is 
impossible not to feel the power 
and haste of Louis’ subject.

“My paintings are inten-
tionally non-referential, but they 
draw from natural origins.”

Lou’s favorite creations, 
bar none, are his talented daugh-
ters, Jessica, a highly regarded 
chef and owner of a food truck; 
and Lela, an artist who has a stu-
dio in Fairfax, California, called 
Trouvé.

“Their English mother, 
Kate, is an extraordinary garden-
er and a wonderful horsewoman, 
so they grew up in a very artistic 
environment.  I simply could not 
be more proud of them.”

Among the careful selec-
tion of paintings and antiques at 
Hastening Design Studio, you 
will find a Mogol Empire silver 
engraved vase; an Italian Neo-
Classical mirror from 1785; 19th 
century Sevres plates and many 
stunning pieces that Louis has 
designed and produced himself.  
The small gilded iron, marble-
topped tables are exceptionally 
beautiful and useful.   Even so, 
he never stops searching.

If the 1935 cabinet de-
signed by Andre Arbus or the 
French Regency hall lantern 
have gone to new home by the 
time you visit Hastening Design 
Studio, think how delightful it 
would be to have one of Louis’ 
paintings for Christmas.
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News of Note

Start the season! A Family Festival Day in Middleburg, Virginia, December 1, 2012 
Sponsor, Donor, Parade Entry information at www.ChristmasinMiddleburg.org

2012 Sponsors 

Friday, November 30th 
• 2:00pm - 5:00pm: Middleburg Garden Club Christmas Greens Sale, Emmanuel Episco-

pal Parish house. Sale of Christmas greens and flower show. 
• 5:00pm: O Holy Night! The Tree Lighting Ceremony and Carols, behind the Pink Box, 12 

North Madison St., 5:30pm on Friday. 

Join us at the foot of our town Christmas Tree in the Pink Box Garden for a heartfelt evening 
program that includes the Invocation, singers, caroling, hot chocolate & cider courtesy of 
the Home Farm Store, and of course the illumination of the tree (drum roll, please)! Joyful Holi-
days brought to you and to us all by the Middleburg Business and Professional Association! 

Saturday, December 1st 
• 8:30am: Breakfast With Santa and Silent Auction, Middleburg Elementary School 
• 9:00am - 5:00pm: Craft Fair, Middleburg Community Center 
• 10:00am - 4:00pm: Middleburg Garden Club Christmas Greens Sale, Emmanuel Episco-

pal Parish house. Sale of Christmas greens and flower show. 
• 11:00am: Middleburg Hunt Review, mounted riders and hounds down the main Washing-

ton Street 
• 11:30am - 1:50pm: Hayrides! Horse drawn hayrides around town. The Pink Box, 12 North 

Madison Street 
• 10:00am: Middleburg Methodist Church hot chocolate, crafts, bake sale while waiting for 

the hunt to ride by. 
• 11:30am: Middleburg Methodist Church, lunch in the Church fellowship hall, with a con-

cert of Christmas music in the sanctuary before the 2pm parade.  
• 2:00pm: Christmas Parade, down the main Washington Street 
• 3:00pm - 6:00pm, Wine Crawl, progressive wine tastings all across town.  

Saturday Specials for All 
• Free Parking ! 
• Sit-down or grab-and-go food from the restaurants in town. 
• Kids and family activities all day long! 

Wine Crawl  
December 3rd 
3:00pm - 6:00pm 

Middleburg Country Inn  

Barrel Oak Tasting Room and 
Gallery 

Olio Tasting Room 

Home Farm Store 

The Wine Cellar 

Julien’s 

The Fox’s Den 

Middleburg Common 
Grounds 

The Fun Shop 

Market Salamander 

Drive to: 
Boxwood Estate Winery 

Goodstone Inn & Restaurant

We Gather Together!  
As we gather together with fami-
lies and friends and those within 
our community for Thanksgiv-
ing, it doesn't take long for any 
of us to appreciate the blessings 
surrounding us that we are 
thankful for.

So, may our Thanksgiving 
praise lead to more joy, that 
carries us straight into . . . 
Christmas, in Middleburg! 
December 3rd, 2011 

www.ChristmasinMiddleburg.org

19 South Madison Street  • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers
Celebrating 40 years ~ Fine Jewelry and Silver ~1972 ~2012

Rolex  $5959..00   

 Sapphire  Pendant 
$1750..00   

Diamond Pendant 
$3995..00   

Cuff Links $465..00   

Crystal Cuff lLnks 
$2600..00   

Basket Pin 
$2995..00   

Bracelet  $4800.00   

Sapphire Earrings
 $1995..00   

Hill School Greens Sale
Hand Tied Wreaths, Roping, 
Paperwhites and Amaryllis

Order by Tuesday, Nov. 27
for pick up at Hill Thursday, Dec. 6th & Friday 

Dec. 7th

Optional Delivery within a 12 mile radius 
Dec.6th through 10th

Saturday, December 8, 2012 
10:00 am  to 4:00 pm 

At The Hill School, Middleburg, VA 

Come one, come all! We hope that you'll grace 
The Hill School Holiday Marketplace! 

For holiday shopping just stroll -- don’t race! 
To shop for gifts in our wide-open space. 

 

Need artwork or jewelry, creams for the face? 
Candles or baked goods? Quilts, felt, or lace? 

Home-made sock monkeys! Buy one, buy a brace! 
From Whoopsies to dog collars, this is the place! 

 
 

Sheila C. Johnson Performing Arts Center 
130 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117 

540-687-6897/ www.thehillschool.org 

Hill Holiday Marketplace  
 

 

       Organized by The Hill School Alumni Association 

Tom Neel

The Piedmont Environmen-
tal Council’s 40th Anni-
versary Art Show opened 
at The National Sporting 

Library’s Forrest E. Mars, Sr. Ex-
hibit Hall on November 7th.   A 
supportive crowd enjoyed the Li-
brary’s reception and warm hospi-
tality, while also enjoying the fine 
art of eleven Piedmont area artists 
and their work.  Though the repre-
sented work seemed to have little 
to do with the PEC’s overall mis-
sion, the quality of the paintings 
and broad range of subject matter 

measured up to a valuable artistic 
experience.  

Some 30 works of art were 
chosen for the exhibit by the 
show’s curator William Wood-
ward, professor emeritus of fine 
arts at Georgetown University.  All 
were for sale, with partial proceeds 
benefiting the PEC.  

Also at the National Sporting 
Library’s Museum is the must see 
exhibit - Bob Kuhn: Drawing on 
Instinct, which runs through Febru-
ary 28, 2013.  This means you have 
time to see it more than once and 
I highly recommend that you do!  
Bob Kuhn may be best known as 

a wildlife artist, but he was indeed 
one of those old school illustra-
tors that became a fine art master 
and this show is quite masterful in 
its own right in sharing that story.  
Don’t just think incredible wildlife 
artist, think of talent to the likes of 
N.C. Wyeth or Norman Rockwell 
and you’ll know what I mean.

Before photography, in the 
great days of illustration, the east 
was home to an amazing resource 
of artists needing close proximity 
to the publishers of New York City.  
In time, many would follow, per-
haps the greatest of them all N.C. 
Wyeth, west and in the process, 

PEC 40th Art Show and Bob Kuhn Exhibition 
visit National Sporting Library

Book Signing for 
Bruce Smart’s “Legacies” 

The National Sporting Li-
brary and Museum will 
host a book signing for 
Bruce Smart who has 

just completed  Legacies,” the 
third volume in his ‘A Communi-
ty of the Horse’ series.  The pub-

lic is invited to meet Bruce at a 
book signing at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
November 30th.

Bruce Smart is a retired in-
ternational business and govern-
ment executive with a life- long 
interest in the environment and 
education. Living in Upperville, 
Virginia, for the past 25 years, he 
has spent much of his time pho-
tographing and writing about its 
horse community, and defending 
its rural character from encroach-
ing development. 

To attend the event, please 
call 540-687-6542, ex 10 or 
email jsheehan@nsl.org.  

some would become this country’s 
finest realist painters.   Bob Kuhn 
was certainly among them.  

This exhibit not only exposes 
visitors to the best of wildlife art, 
but its unexpected jewel is expos-
ing you to a master’s process, his 
original sketches, magazine covers 
and don’t miss the video which was 
made in 2006, the year before his 
passing.   As if you looked up the 
word “texture” in the dictionary 
and found a Bob Kuhn painting, his 
very skilled ability in paint applica-
tion is only second to his masterful 
and often energizing composition.  
His years of narrative painting as a 

top illustrator means your eyes will 
go exactly where he intended them 
to and you won’t be disappointed.

Kuhn was a dedicated story 
teller of the world’s wild-life of 
animals and his stories live on 
through this traveling retrospective 
organized by The National Mu-
seum of Wildlife in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming.  Adam Harris, the exhi-
bition’s curator, should be highly 
commended, as should the the Na-
tional Sporting Library for bring-
ing us this amazing opportunity.

For more information, visit 
www.nsl.org 
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Bob Lee, Executive Di-
rector of the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation, 
was recently honored 

as “Conservationist of the Year” 
by the Land Trust of Virginia.  In 
fact, according to LTV President, 
“this is a lifetime achievement 
award.  Bob is a great conser-
vationist who has contributed to 
land conservation for many de-
cades.”

Don Owen, Executive Direc-
tor of the Land Trust of Virginia 
said, “We are delighted to honor 
Bob, who is one of the nation’s 
foremost authorities on land con-
servation.   He has been at the 
helm of the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation for the past eight 
years, guiding an organization 
that has protected more land than 
any other organization in the his-
tory of land conservation in Vir-
ginia. “

“Bob is a powerful advo-
cate for conservation, who has 
protected many of Virginia’s 
priceless natural and historic re-
sources.”

Prior to joining the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation in 2005, 
Lee was the County Adminis-
trator for Fauquier County from 
1990 to 2004, and County Ad-
ministrator for Clarke County 
from 1978 to 1990.  

He received his Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Government from 
the College of William & Mary, 
and his Masters in Policy Plan-
ning and Regional Analysis from 
Cornell University.  

“Bob’s inclusive and inspir-
ing approach to conservation is 
a tremendous benefit for us all,” 
added LTV Chairman Birge Wat-
kins.  “Even as the head of one 
of the largest public land trusts in 
America, Bob has been an advo-
cate for private land trusts.  He 
has recognized that private land 
trusts can partner with a state 
agency like VOF, to accomplish 
even more.

“In particular, I want to 
note that Bob has been a very 
good friend of the Land Trust 
of Virginia, as well as, many 
other conservation organizations.  
For years, LTV and VOF have 
worked hand-in-hand to secure 
dozens of important easements.”

“So today we honor Bob for 
his leadership and inspiration in 

land conservation...  For his love 
of the land, and for his apprecia-
tion of our rural heritage…

For his success in preserving 
thousands of acres of significant 
open space throughout Virgin-
ia…

For his many years of dedi-
cated service… and for his sup-
port of and assistance to the Land 
Trust of Virginia.”

Lee has accepted many ap-
pointments throughout his dis-
tinguished career, including ap-
pointments to the Shenandoah 
River Basin Committee, the Vir-
ginia Commission on Population 
Growth and Development, the 
Virginia Municipal Liability Pool 
Insurance Program, the Farmland 
Preservation Task Force. 

In addition, Lee has served 
on the Boards of the Foundation 
of the State Arboretum, the Great 
Meadow Foundation, and the Ap-
palachian Trail Conservancy. 

The Virginia Outdoors Foun-
dation is Virginia’s leading land 
conservation organization, pro-
tecting 650,000 acres in more 
than 100 counties and indepen-
dent cities in Virginia, primarily 
through the use of conservation 
easements.  

News of Note

10 East Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20118 
office 540.687.6321 middleburgrealestate.com

Charlie Westbrook

Picturesque turn-key equestrian ProPerty on 20 acres in 
Warrenton Hunt WitH immaculate custom Home and mani-
cured grounds. mountain vieWs, rolling, fenced Pastures, 
kennel, guest House and 9 stall barn connected to indoor 
ring. tWo run-in sHeds/equiP buildings, Paddock and Pond.  
additional 58 acres WitH WorksHoP and creek available for 
Potential easement.                                                           $1,225,000

• Broker of Estate & 
  Land Properties

• Practiced in 
  Conservation
  Land Easement 
  Strategies

• Real Estate & 
  Tax Credit 
  Advisory Services

Middleburg real estate

703.447.9505

tHe PercH ~ tHe Plains, va
Wonderful location \in orange county Hunt. love-
ly 3 bedroom contemPorary WitH fabulous kitcHen/ 
dining room. large living room WitH firePlace. full 
suite on loWer level WitH great room, kitcHen, fire-
Place, bedroom & batH. stone terraces back and 
front. Pool. seParate garage WitH guest suite/ office. 
2 stall barn WitH full batH/ groom quarters. fenced 
Paddock. Privacy. landscaPing.                     $1,225,000

millrace farm ~ Warrenton, va

Our licensed experts install and repair all 
    leading brands to keep you                           . 

Is Your

 Ready for Winter?

facebook.com/appletoncampbell               
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 PR
OFESSIONAL SERVICE SINCE 1976 appletoncampbell.com

540.347.0765 Warrenton
703.754.3301 Gainesville
540.825.6332 Culpeper

Guaranteed
 Service   Up-Front Prices    Satisfaction

Heat Pumps   .   Furnaces   .   Boilers   .   Geothermal

Become a Home Savings 
Agreement (HSA) Customer

 15% discount on all 
    types of service repairs

 Regular maintenance 
   and more

New monthly payment 
option—easy payments 
with no finance charge!

Convenient Saturday 
Service at Weekday Rates

Veteran hotelier Simon 
Smith is the new Gen-
eral Manager at Good-
stone Inn & Restaurant in 

Middleburg, Virginia.
He will be responsible for dai-

ly operations of the award-winning 
Virginia country inn and five-star 
French Country restaurant. 

Smith joins Goodstone fol-
lowing responsibilities as Director of 
Food and Beverage and Director of 
Lodging at Blackberry Farm, a Re-

lais & Chateaux property in Walland, 
Tennessee. He previously served as 
Restaurant Manager at Boars Head 
Inn in Charlottesville, Virginia, and 
as Restaurant Manager and Somme-
lier at Meadowood Resort, a Relais 
& Chateaux property in Napa Valley, 
California. 

A native of England, Smith’s 
history with Goodstone began in 
2008 when he first served as General 
Manager, overseeing the daily hotel 
operations of the 18-room country 
inn and estate. He is highly regarded 
for his hotel expertise and exception-
al leadership skills. 

“We are thrilled that Simon 
will be joining Goodstone at this 
very exciting time,” says owner Mark 
Betts. “With his strong background 
in hotel operations and food and bev-
erage management, he will be a tre-
mendous asset to Goodstone.” 

Goodstone Inn & Restaurant is 
a romantic country inn and restaurant 
in the heart of Virginia’s wine and 
hunt country. The luxury country inn 
offers eighteen elegantly decorated 
guest rooms and suites in six indi-
vidual residences restored in English 
and French Country decor. 

Drawing inspiration from its 
location on 265 acres of rolling hills 
and farmland in Middleburg, 

The Restaurant at Goodstone 
provides its guests with an unparal-
leled fine dining experience. 

Goodstone won Wine Enthusi-
ast Magazine’s 100 Best Wine Res-
taurants 2012; Trip Advisor’s 2012 
Certificate of Excellence; Open Table 
Diner’s Choice Awards for Top Best 
Overall Restaurants in the USA 2011; 
and Condé Nast Johansens Most Ex-
cellent Inn 2011. 

For more information, please 
telephone Goodstone Inn & Restau-
rant at (540) 687-3333. 

New General Manager 
for Goodstone Inn & 
Restaurant 

TripAdvisor: 2012 Certificate of Excellence • Wine Enthusiast Magazine: 100 Best Wine Restaurants 2012
OpenTable: 100 Best Restaurants in the USA 2011 • Condé Nast Johansens: Most Excellent Inn North America 2011

UniqueVenues NEW BEGINNING Our sprawling 265-acre estate 
gives your wedding room to bloom.
From intimate weddings at The Manor House 

to elaborate events on Goodstone’s 
265-acre estate, our unique venues will 

make your wedding day truly memorable.

Please call to schedule 
a Goodstone wedding consultation.

3605 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG
540.687.3333

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM
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Land Trust of Virginia 
Honors Bob Lee 
Conservationist of 
the Year

Middleburg Baptist 
Welcomes New Pastor

Middleburg Baptist 
Church recently wel-
comed the Rev. Dr. J. 
Travis Moger its new 

pastor. 
Prior to coming to 

Middleburg, he served as a Navy 
chaplain with the rank of Com-
mander and taught history and 
ethics at the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, MD. 

Still a chaplain in the Navy 
Reserve, Moger holds a B.A. in 
religion from Dallas Baptist Uni-
versity in TX, an M.Div. from 

Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, NC, 
and a Ph.D. in history from the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara. 

He was a Fulbright Scholar 
at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe 
University in Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany. He also did a combat 
tour with infantry Marines in 
Iraq. Previously he has been pas-
tor of churches in North Carolina, 
Florida, and California.

A native of Ocala, FL, Moger 
says he’s from “the other horse 

country” and feels right at home 
in Middleburg where he now 
lives with his wife Amelia and 
their four children: Natalie (20), 
Nadine (16), Madeline (15), and 
Mark (12).

Two National Merit Scholars 
from Middleburg 

Middleburg Acad-
emy seniors, Caswell 
Bennett of Sterling, 
and Alex Rossi of 

Leesburg, have been recognized 
by the National Merit Scholarship 
Program for their exceptional aca-
demic promise and achievement. 

Caswell Bennett was named a 
Semifinalist in the 2013 National 
Merit Scholarship Program, and 
Alex Rossi has received word she 
is a Commended Scholar.

Caswell Bennett is among 
the approximately 16,000 Semi-
finalists who represent less than 
one percent of U.S. high school 
seniors and have the opportunity 
to continue in the competition for 
some 8,300 National Merit Schol-
arships worth more than $32 mil-
lion. 

To be considered for the Merit 
Scholarship award that will be of-
fered in the spring, Semifinalists 
must fulfill several requirements 
to advance to the Finalist level of 

the competition. About 90% of 
the Semifinalists are expected to 
attain Finalist standing, and more 
than half of the Finalists will win a 
National Merit Scholarship, earn-
ing the full “Merit Scholar” title.

About 34,000 Commended 
Students throughout the nation are 
being recognized for their excep-
tional academic promise. Com-
mended students like Alex Rossi 
place among the top five percent 
of more than 1.5 million students 
who entered the competition by 
taking the 2011 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Caswell Bennett, son of 
Kimberley and Michael Bennett 
of Sterling, was home-schooled 
before arriving at Middleburg 
Academy as the recipient of a 
four-year Merit Scholarship. He is 
a member of the National Honor 
Society and Student Council, is a 
multi-year member of the Science 
Club, and President of the Robot-
ics and Engineering Club. In ad-
dition to his considerable abilities 
in Science and other academic 
disciplines -- Caswell earned First 
Place in Physics at the Shenan-
doah Regional Science Fair -- he 
is a strong athlete. Beginning 
with his freshman year, Bennett 
has been an important contributor 
to Middleburg Academy sports, 
both on the Varsity Golf Team and 
on the Boys  Varsity Basketball 
Team,for which he plays guard.

Alex Rossi is the  daughter 
of Stephanie and Mark Rossi of 
Leesburg; she attended Loudoun 
Country Day School before ar-
riving at Middleburg Academy 
as a Head of School’s Freshman 
Scholar. Alex Rossi has gone 
on to achieve Merit Scholarship 
Awards in each of her subsequent 
years at the college preparatory 
high school. She,too,has contrib-
uted abundantly to the life of her 
school: not just in the academic 
arena, but in her various leader-
ship roles and as a model student-
athlete. Alex was elected President 
of the Student Council for 2012-
13 (and has been a member since 
freshman year);is a member of 
the National Honor Society; and 
Past President of The Green Club. 
Alex has also been a Varsity Field 
Hockey and Lacrosse player since 
her freshman year, including serv-
ing as Captain of Varsity Lacrosse 
her sophomore year.

Alex Rossi Caswell Bennett

“Tomorrow is Christmas and 
we are not goin to drill.  We 
are goin to keep Christmas 
and we are goin to have a 

little fun….”  So wrote a soldier 
in a letter home to his mother in 
December of 1861.  

What was it like for soldiers, 
in both blue and gray, far from 
home and in the midst of war dur-
ing the holiday season?   Find out 
when you join Confederate troops 
for a Civil War Christmas on Sun-
day, December 9th from 4-7 p.m. 
at Mt. Zion Historic Park, 40309 
John Mosby Highway, Aldie VA.  

Members of the 28th Virginia 
Regiment will celebrate the holi-
day with visitors as it was done in 
wartime during the 1860s.  Expe-
rience the customs they brought to 
camp with them from home, help 
to decorate their Christmas tree, 
and enjoy refreshments from the 
time period. 

Admission is free, but dona-
tions are gratefully accepted.  For 
more information, contact Site 
Supervisor Tracy J. Gillespie at 
703-327-9777 or tgillespie@nvr-
pa.org.  Mt. Zion Historic Park 
is a property of the Northern Vir-
ginia Regional Park Authority.  
For more information, visit www.
nvrpa.org.

A Civil War 
Christmas at 
Mt. Zion 
Church



Page 8   Middleburg Eccentric    •   November 22, 2012 ~ December 13, 2012 Middleburg Eccentric    •  November 22, 2012 ~ December 13, 2012 Page 9

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Many Piedmont land-
owners would like to 
ensure that the land 
they love is protected 

in perpetuity but do not know how 
to do it.  Fortunately, several expe-
rienced and trusted organizations in 
Hunt Country can help landowners 
through this stewardship process.

The Land Trust of Virginia 
(LTV) is one local organization 
that can help.  Although they can 
create conservation easements any-
where in Virginia, their focus is on 
Western Loudoun and Fauquier 
counties, and they are justifiably 
proud that they have helped create 
conservation easements on 40% of 
the land in this area.

“We are proud of that,” em-
phasized Chairman Birge Watkins 
at the LTV’s recent annual meet-
ing, “but it only underscores that 
60% of this beautiful area still 
needs protection.”

Now 20 years old, LTV is a 
thriving, accredited, non-profit 
land trust dedicated to protecting 
Virginia’s open spaces, natural re-
sources and historic sites.  

LTV members work to per-
manently protect the land and its 
irreplaceable scenic, natural and 
historic resources.  

“We support and encourage 
fiscally responsible, private non-
profit conservation,” added Ex-
ecutive Director Don Owen.  “Our 
members donate their time, energy, 
expertise and resources to preserve 

the land they love.”

What is a 
Conservation Easement

	 A conservation easement 
is a voluntary agreement that al-
lows a landowner to permanently 
limit the type and amount of de-
velopment on their property while 
retaining private ownership.  The 
property need not be a vast hold-
ing, in fact, easements exist on 
properties of fifteen acres or less.

The process of donating 
an easement is straightforward.  
Working together, a private land-
owner and the LTV identify uses of 
the property they would like to see 
continue, such as farming or forest-
ry, and the restrictions they would 
like to see limit the future develop-
ment of the property.

An independent, qualified ap-
praisal to formalize the value of the 
property on the public market is a 
key step in the conservation pro-
cess.  This value will be reduced 
when the conservation easement is 
established because development 
has been permanently restricted, 
but the tax benefits associated with 
conservation easements can off-
set at least part of the reduction in 
value.  . 

Tax benefits include a combi-
nation of highly significant Federal 
and State income tax savings as 
well as Virginia State income tax 
credits that may be transferred if 

the landowner is not able to realize 
the tax credits full value.

The landowner may continue 
to live on the property and may, de-
pending on the size of the property, 
retain rights for limited expansion 
and development that might in-
clude land parcels for children.  

Easements limit or prohibit 
certain activities including indus-
trial, commercial and intensive 
residential development.

Once finalized, the easement 
is signed by the landowner who is 
the easement donor and the Land 
Trust of Virginia, the organization 
receiving the easement, and re-
corded with the County Registrar 
of Deeds.

“Each easement is flexible 
and customized to the landowner’s 
needs,” Owen explained.  “And the 
financial benefits to the landowner, 
particularly in Virginia, can be sub-
stantial .”

The Best Benefit

According to Marcia and Hank 
Woolman, who placed their land in 
a conservation easement with LTV 
in 2005, the best benefit was that 
it allowed them to protect the land 
they love.

“Farm land lost is farm land 
lost forever,” Marcia explained.  

An active conservationist, 
Marcia has “very firm” feelings 
about the future of the Virginia 
countryside she loves.

“When I arrived in Fauquier 
County some 20 years ago, I was 
blessed with a new friend who be-
came my mentor, Eve Fout.  She 
dedicated a great part of her life to 
bringing awareness to the need for 
and use of conservation easements.  
She was tenacious, and many of 
our ‘eased’ landowners can trace 
their decision back to the indomi-
table Eve Fout.”

As Marcia learned more about 
what could happen to their land if 
they did not protect them, she and 
Hank were determined to put their 
land in easement.  

“As Hank and I sat on our 
porch, most of what we saw was 
land in easement.  If we did not 
protect our fifteen acres, we knew 
they could someday spoil the beau-
tiful vista.”

“This special place is still here 
due to the foresight of visionaries 
like Eve Fout, Bill Backer, Charlie 
Whitehouse and Alice Mills who 
knew that the only way to ensure 
that rural land remain rural forever 
was to protect it with conservation 
easements.”

It is the stewardship and dedi-
cation of leaders like the Wool-
mans that protects this beautiful 
rural area, according to Don Owen, 
who has just concluded another 
successful year at the Land Trust of 
Virginia.

“Once landowners understand 
how much we can help them pro-
tect their land, they are sincerely 

interested in the process of creating 
an easement and the benefits that 
may accrue to them by doing so.”

“We just presented our ‘Hills-
boro Rural Village and Community 
Study’ to 30 residents of that area 
who wanted to know more about 
how to conserve their property.  

“Our most important job is 
to make certain that land owners 
understand the potential conser-
vation easements offer them and 
their families.   When the process 
is fully understood, and the LTV 
role is clear, we can strike partner-
ships that lead to the creation of 
new conservation easements that 
protect even more of our beautiful 
countryside.”

LTV isn’t the only land trust 
in the area.  There are several good 
land trusts, including the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation and several 
nonprofit land trusts that, like LTV, 
have been accredited by the Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission.”

If you would like to consider 
protecting your land with a con-
servation easement, please contact 
either Don Owen or John Magis-
tro at 540 687 8441 or at john@
landtrustva.org.

News of Note

Propane Costs Too Much!
“That’s why I started

Hunt Country Propane.”

A 5-minute call could 
save you $1,000 or MORE!

• We’re Local
• We’re Less

• We’re Friendly

540-687-3608
www.HuntCountryPropane.com

LOUDOUN  •  FAUQUIER  •  CLARKE

— Dale Schulz

The New Agrarians
Create a Conservation Easement to Protect the Land You Love

Happy Holidays 

 

703-344-1215 

100 E Washington St. Middleburg, VA  

“For All Your Gift Ideas” 

Holiday Savings Start  

On Black Friday 

Throughout December 

Duchessa Donates 3%  

of Your Purchases to the   

Charity  of  Your Choice  
 

Visit  

Richard Allen  

For Your Gentleman’s 

Custom Clothing and Sportswear 

          100 E Washington St .Middleburg                          540-687-8898 

Seasons Greetings 
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w w w . m i d d l e b u r g a c a d e m y . o r g
Contact our Admissions Department at 540-687-5581 or admissions@middleburgacademy.org

Come find out why “friendly,” “welcoming,” and “accepting” are the words most often used
by our students to describe their school.

Upcoming Visit Dates: November 29  |  December 6  |  December 13

middleburg academy

GALLOPING PAST THE COMPETITION
donbeyervolvo.com

Foxcroft School has been 
around for almost 100 
years, but this was a first: 
Two athletic teams ad-

vanced to the semifinals of the 
state tournament this fall, with 
one of making it all the way to the 
championship game.

The field hockey team, 
ranked second through most the 
fall, fell 3-0 to Fredericksburg 
Academy in the VISAA Division 
II Title game Saturday (Nov. 10) 
– just a day after FA eliminated 
Foxcroft’s tennis team in a semi-
final match.  The fact that neither 
Foxcroft squad came away with 
the championship was academic. 
The journey was special, espe-
cially for a school that has tradi-
tionally been better known for its 
riding program than for its team 
sports.

Foxcroft’s athletes from 
both team and equestrian are-
nas amassed a stunning array of 
honors, too, this fall as five ath-
letes earned All-State honors, 10 
earned All-Delaney Athletic Con-
ference mention and several rid-
ers collected prestigious ribbons 
at SWVHJ shows in Lexington, 
VA. Four field hockey players 
and a junior cross-country athlete 
who had never run competitively 
before were the All-State stars. 
Riders captured numerous titles 
at top shows in Lexington, VA, 
including the SWVHJA Hunter 

Medal Finals.
With 10 seniors on the squad, 

field hockey was expected to 
be strong this year but it turned 
out to be even better than adver-
tised. Coached by athletic direc-
tor Michelle Woodruff and for-
mer Loudoun County Player of 
the Year Jessi Coil (a Foxcroft 
alum), the team compiled a 12-5-
2 record with four of those losses 
came against Fredericksburg 
Academy, including a 1-0 loss in 
the DAC championship game and 
the state title game.

Hosting its first state game 
ever, Foxcroft field hockey rolled 
past Norfolk Christian, 3-0, at 
Foxcroft in the first round of the 
state tournament to earn a trip 
to Viriginia Beach for the semi-
finals. Determined  not to let the 
long trip or the unfamiliar arti-
ficial turf deter them, Foxcroft 
came from behind on a pair of 
second-half goals by forward 
Olivia Jane Johnson to defeat 
Hampton Roads Academy on Fri-
day, November 9, setting up the 
showdown with nemesis FA. The 
Falcons jumped to an early lead 
and then played the same stifling 
defense that had shut down Fox-
croft’s offense in previous games. 
It was the third state champion-
ship in the past 10 years for Fred-
ericksburg .

Four Foxcroft players – Car-
oline Fout of Middleburg, John-

son of Rectortown, Alicia Holz of 
Delaplane and Lilly MacDonald 
of Bluemont -- were named First 
Team All-State and, along with 
Carter Ware of Middleburg and 
Rebecca Mann of Hamilton col-
lected All-DAC honors as well.

While field hockey entered 
the season with high expecta-
tions, no one knew quite what 
to expect from tennis. The team 
went only 1-9 last season but 
with several new faces dotting 
the lineup the team turned com-
pletely around and posted a 10-4 
record to earn a number 3 seed in 
the state. Like field hockey, tennis 
has fallen three times to Freder-
icksburg Academy, the third com-
ing in the DAC Championship.

In its first state tournament 
appearance in years, perhaps ever, 
Foxcroft coasted to an easy 7-1 
victory over Norfolk Christian in 
the first round to set up a rematch 
with FA in the semifinals. Once 
again, the Falcons prevailed, win-
ning 5-4, although they ultimate-
ly fell, 5-0, to Hampton Roads 
Academy  in the championship.

Junior Amalia Simpson 
of Newtown Square, Pa., and 
freshman Annie Mickum of The 
Plains, who anchored the top two 
singles positions and combined 
for the top doubles pair, were 
named to the All-DAC by the 
league’s coaches.

The All-State tennis team has 

Foxcroft School Field Hockey & Tennis Make 
History with Runs at State Tourneys
Athletes Earn 5 All-State and 10 All-DAC Mentions As its contribution to 

the annual “Christ-
mas in Middleburg” 
celebration, the 

Middleburg Garden Club 
(MGC) will present a two-day 
floral design competition and 
horticultural show entitled 
“A Middleburg Christmas” at 
the Emmanuel Church Parish 
Hall.  

The show is a tradition 
spans decades of the Club’s 
community involvement and 
offers residents and visitors 
alike a glimpse into the beau-
ty and magic of floral design 
and gardening.  

Holiday gourmet gifts, 
greens and wreaths will also 
be available for purchase.

The  flower arrange-
ments and garden cuttings on 
display at this and previous 
club’s Greens Shows are nur-
tured and created primarily by 
MGC members, but also by 
area residents and members 
of other garden clubs in the 
region.   

The designs and exhib-
its on display are entries in a 
judged competition in a wide 
range of design and horticul-
tural categories by a diverse 
range of garden enthusiasts.  
The expertise and ingenuity 
they apply to their creations 
range from traditional to ex-
perimental, and the level of 
friendly competition, espe-

cially in the Inter-Club cat-
egories of the show, produces 
spectacular results.

For 2012, several 
Middleburg clothing stores 
are partnering with MGC to 
present a competition among 
four area garden clubs to pro-
duce the best floral arrange-
ment  based on a clothing en-
semble.  

Four women’s clothing 
stores -- Betsey, Duchessa, 
Lou Lou’s, and Three Crowns 
– are providing an ensemble, 
and the clubs will design an 
arrangement that comple-
ments the clothing.  

Four other garden clubs 
will compete for awards based 
on a four-place holiday dinner 
setting.  New this year will 
be a show division devoted to 
exhibits illustrating MGC’s 
community involvement.

At the Club’s Christmas 
bazaar shoppers will find 
flower arrangements, kiss-
ing balls, home-made baked 
goods, and other seasonal 
items.  Proceeds go toward 
MGC’s community projects. 

The show and bazaar are 
free and open to the public.

Individuals wishing to 
compete in the show should 
contact Gabriele Wickens at 
540 687-6206.

For further information, 
please contact Page Dimos at 
540 687-6109

“Middleburg Christmas”
presented by Middleburg Garden Club

Southworth Develop-
ment announced today 
that Scott McArthur 
has been named Head 

Golf Professional at Creighton 
Farms.  

Previously Scott, who has 
worked at Creighton Farms 
since 2008, was 1st Assistant 
Golf Pro.

Scott’s vast knowledge of 
the private club industry and 
the Virginia region are impres-
sive, and he is a Certified PGA 
Professional in both Instruc-
tion and General Management, 
a distinction held by less than 
2% of PGA Professionals.   

Scott began his golf career 
in 1987 as an Assistant Golf 
Professional at Farmington 
Country Club in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia. From there, he 
moved on to The Water’s Edge 
Country Club at Smith Moun-
tain Lake, Virginia as the 1st 
Assistant prior to accepting 
a position as the 1st Assistant 
Golf Professional at the Salis-
bury CC in Midlothian, Virgin-
ia in 1994. 

Since that time, Scott has 
held a number of positions in-
cluding: Head Golf Profession-
al at Lake Monticello GC in 
Palmyra, Virginia; Head Golf 
Professional at Tantallon CC 
in Ft. Washington, Maryland; 
1st Assistant Golf Professional 
at Old Hickory GC in Wood-
bridge, Virginia; and most re-
cently 1st Assistant Golf Pro-
fessional at Creighton Farms.   

Scott serves as a member 
of the PGA President’s Coun-
cil on Growing the Game.  He 
is a graduate of the University 
of Georgia where he played la-
crosse and earned a degree in 
Business Administration.  

Scott and his wife Felice 
are residents of Washington 
D.C. and are expecting their 
first child in April.   

Scott McArthur replaces 
Michael Vidal, who recently 
took the Director of Golf posi-
tion at Willowbend, Mashpee, 
MA, another Southworth De-
velopment property.   

New Head Golf 
Professional at 
Creighton Farms

not been announced yet but in 
cross country, Amy Edgemond, a 
junior from Reston, earned First 
Team All-State honors by finish-
ing among the top 20 of 182 com-
petitors in the state meet held at 
Woodberry Forest on November 
9. She  finished 18th in the race. 
A rider who had never run com-
petitively before this year, Edge-
mond also finished fifth in the 
DAC championship to earn All-
DAC honors.

Also receiving first team All-
DAC honors was volleyball play-
er Melanie Monroe, a senior from 
McLean. Although the young and 
inexperienced team finished with 
an 0-14 record, Monroe, its lone 
senior, was one of the most con-
sistent players in the league with 
an all-around game that included 
strong serving and solid play 

both  at the net and the back row.
On the riding front, se-

nior Caroline Quanbeck of 
Middleburg and her horse Sam-
buca won the SWVHJA Hunter 
Seat Medal Finals in Lexington, 
VA, on Nov. 10 a day after soph-
omore Lee Muse of Texas was 
Hopeful Hunter   Champion and 
Courtny Cunningham of Hamil-
ton was reserve champion in the 
Open Hunters. Earlier this fall, 
Tessa Paget-Brown was Chil-
drens/adult jumper champion 
and Quanbeck, Abby Bauer of 
Purcellville and Meghann Har-
mon of Middleburg earned re-
serve champion honors.

Complete results and more 
information on Foxcroft athletics, 
including riding, may be found 
on the School’s website (www.
foxcroft.org).

The Thanksgiving holiday is right around the 
corner and Ayrshire Farm has once again 
donated certified organic, certified humane 
turkeys to DC Central Kitchen. The turkey 

donation has become a highly valued tradition for 
Ayrshire Farm and for the many families who enjoy a 
delicious Thanksgiving dinner.

Third Year of 
Turkey Donations 
for Ayreshire Farm 

Standing in the back Row – Left to Right: Varsity Head Coach Cricket Bedford, Athletic Assistant & Co-
Organizer of the Big Hit Tournament, Stephen Price, players: Rachel Marsh, Olivia Sirianni, Loren Sepulveda, 
Anna Calloway-Jones, Pia Scharfenberg, Goalie-Elle Benefield, Leland Burke, Teddy Segmuller, Cady Eldredge, 
Harper Northrup, Athletic Director, Varsity Coach & Big Hit founder, Sydney Bowers. Kneeling Left to 
Right: Ashley Boardman, Arianna Soresi, Lindsay Woods, Finley Stewart, Annie Dunlap, Sofia Tate and Kath-
ryn Whitehead. Missing - Goalies: Nicole Stetson & Allegra Sturdevant, players Stefanie Hoerner, Alison Van 
Metre & Pamela White.

Hill School’s Varsity Field Hockey Squad earned 
Third Place in the Big Hit Invitational Tournament
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Dale Schulz

Why does it seem that we are los-
ing power more often these days?

In June of this year,  a derecho trav-
eled through our area with high winds 
leaving many in our area without power 
for days, and in some cases for a full 
week.   Last month, the area was impact-
ed by hurricane Sandy which resulted in 
wide scale power outages in our area.  
Some would say these unusual events, 
such as the Northeast being impacted by 
a hurricane in late October,  can be at-
tributed to climate change.  

How does a modern standby 
generator work?

The standby generator sits outside 
and when power is lost powers up and 
restores power to essential circuits in 
the home with no human intervention.  
When Dominion Power or Novec re-
stores power the generator automati-
cally transfers power back to the elec-
tric utility and shuts down until it is 
needed again.  Typically, once a week 
the standby generator will automatically 
power up for a short period of time for 
“exercise” to insure that it is operating 
properly.  

How large will the standby or 
back-up generator be outside my 
home?

Answer:  About the size of your 
outside air condition or heat pump unit.  
In many cases the generator is located 
alongside the outside air condition or 
heat pump units.  

Will the generator operate all the 
circuits in my home?

You could install a standby genera-

tor which could operate all the circuits 
in your home, but generally the loss of 
power is a temporary event, and it is 
only necessary to operate essential cir-
cuits.    A 20KW standby generator is 
optimal for all but the largest homes.  

What would you consider to be 
essential circuits?

That can vary from family to fam-
ily, but for most of us being warm, hav-
ing running water, the refrigerator  and 
freezer operating, the sump pump func-
tioning, being able to get on the internet,  
the ability to cook, make coffee, watch 
TV and having lights is essential.    A de-
cently sized generator can handle these 
duties and others, such as the garage 
door openers.  

How long will the back-up gen-
erator be able to operate after losing 
power?

With a 500 gallon propane tank a 
generator could operate for up to a full 
week, 7-days, without refilling.  Typi-
cally, we lose power for a shorter period.   
Propane is the ideal fuel for a residential 
back-up generator as the fuel does not 
degrade sitting in the tank like others 
such as, gasoline and diesel.  

If I have natural gas in my com-
munity can it be used as the fuel 
source for the generator?

If available in your neighborhood, 
natural gas is similar to propane.  Most 
generators are designed to operate on 
both natural gas and propane with only 
minor modification.   The same genera-
tor operating on propane will produce 
slightly more power than the same gen-
erator operating on natural gas.  

What is your preferred brand of 

standby generators?
They all do the job.  My personal 

favorite is Kohler for two important 
reasons:  First, is that Kohler units run 
quieter.  Second, Kohler’s power quality 
is better than others which is important 
for sensitive electronic equipment in to-
day’s home.

What does it typically cost to in-
stall a residential back-up generator 
system at my home or farm?

Generally, $10,000 - $15,000 de-
pending on the size of the generator and 
whether the home has an existing source 
of fuel for the generator, such as propane 
or natural gas.  

About the Author:  Dale Schulz is 
the President of Hunt Country Propane, 
www.huntcountrypropane.com.,  locat-
ed here in Middleburg.  Hunt Country 
Propane is a local, lower priced area 
propane supplier.  They also offer full-
service installation of standby genera-
tors and propane tanks in our area.  You 
can contact them at 540.687.3608  

FAQs ABOUT STANDBY GENERATORS
No Longer a Luxury

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

 

130 South Madison Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 • www.thehillschool.org  

Learn more about Hill’s educational philosophy 
and program, including how we use our 137 
acre campus as one of our many classrooms 

To RSVP for an Information Session please  
call Kelly Johnson at 540-687-5897 

 
Apply now for the 2013-2014 school year 

    The Hill School 
   K-8 Co-educational Day School • Founded in 1926 
 

Scientists work and learn in the field.     
Our students do too.  

Information Sessions  
Thursday, January 10, 2013   

at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

Nol Putnam’s 
White Oak Forge

inhabited the that is now
Youngblood Studio

for 20 years

No 10 years after his departure
we celebrate

HIS NEWEST WORKS

NOL VISITS HIS OLD 
HAUNTS

Please be there to join us
December 1, 2012

5-8 pm

Youngblod Art Studio
6480 Main Street

The Plains, VA 20198

If there are any questions, please call
Lilla Ohrstrom 540-270-0402

or
Gabie Batista
540-219-9504

COMMUNITY INVITED TO 
FOXCROFT SCHOOL PAGEANT ON DEC. 2

Live animals, Santa highlight afternoon of fun and tradition 

Join Foxcroft School students in celebrating the holiday season 
Sunday, Dec. 2, with a spectacular Christmas Pageant, followed 
by a visit from Santa Claus. The performance, which is free, 
it  begins at 2p.m. in the  Engelhard Gymnasium 

Foxcroft’s pageant is a tradition that was started by Charlotte Haxall Noland, the founder of the School, 
nearly 100 years ago. Each December, Foxcroft’s new students and Chorale present the nativity story as a 
gift to the community. Noland’s script includes several characters you won’t find in the Bible and provides 
a musical and visual treat -- complete with live animals. Donkeys, goats, bunnies, and bird have all made 
appearances in recent years. 
Non-stop Christmas music and beautiful costumes that have been part of the show for decades are also 
featured. Following the Pageant, Santa Claus will give the children in the audience gifts that have been 
prepared by Foxcroft students. The pageant is the culmination of a weekend devoted to community out-
reach and holiday activities at the School. The highlight of the weekend, however, is the Pageant and all 
are invited! Foxcroft is located on Foxcroft Road (Route 626), four miles north of the center of Middle-
burg. For more information, call 540.687.5555.

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

Long & Foster, Realtors 
Middleburg Office 

8 N. Madison Street 
Middleburg, VA 20117          
540.687.8530 

Drop off: Mon-Fri, 9 - 5 
 Sat-Sun, 11 - 4 
Deadline: December 13th 

Communicate By De-
sign, a professional 
graphic and web de-
sign firm based in 

Sterling, Virginia, received ten 
2012 Awards Certificates of 
Excellence from The Ameri-
can Graphic Design Awards.  
Sponsored by Graphic Design 
USA magazine. The American 
Graphic Design Awards re-
ceived more than 9,000 entries. 
Only 15% were recognized with 
a coveted Awards Certificate of 
Excellence.   

Known for exceptional de-
sign, attention to detail, and 
outstanding customer service, 
Communicate By Design has 
been helping trade associations 
and businesses design, produce, 
and distribute their marketing 
components and collateral for 
more than 20 years.  A woman-
owned business active in com-
munity charitable programs, 
Communicate By Design was 
recognized for the second con-
secutive year with Awards Cer-
tificates of Excellence in:

•	 Annual reports
•	 Organization
•	 Business-to-business
•	 Corporate websites
•	 Self-promotion
•	 Direct mail

•	 Brochures
•	 Sales kit
•	 Event invitation
•	 Newsletters
•	 Rebranding

“We are extremely honored 
to have our work recognized by 
The American Graphic Design 
Awards.  These Awards Cer-
tificates of Excellence mean a 
tremendous amount to the mem-
bers of our team.  Communicate 
By Design looks forward to pro-
viding innovative and engaging 
design to our clients for many 
years to come,” said Elyse Ga-
lik, president, founder, and CEO 
of Communicate By Design.

Graphic Design USA maga-
zine, the premier news magazine 
for graphic design and creative 
professionals, has sponsored na-
tional competitions showcasing 
the fastest-growing and most 
valuable areas of design for 
business and society for almost 
50 years.  The American Graph-
ic Design Awards is the original 
flagship competition.

For additional information 
about Communicate By Design, 
please contact Richard Galik, 
chief operating officer, at 571-
434-1950 or rgalik@communi-
catebydesign.com .

Communicate By Design 
Honored with American 
Graphic Design Awards 
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All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments
Vintage Canine Collectables 

Gi� Certi�cates Available

Be Sure To Book Your 
Holiday Appointments Early!

w w w.MiddleburgGroomer.com
(540) 687-5119

11 W. Federal Street
Middleburg, Virginia  20117

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

Meet Dr. Kip Dorsey and Dr. William Cloud. They’re surgeons 
with the skill to repair the human body. And the empathy to 
soothe the human heart. Which means they can make you 
feel welcome, too. Learn more about them at fhdoctors.org. 

Planetree Designated
Patient-Centered Care.

Fauquier Health is pleased to

welcome our 
new surgeons.Dr. William CloudDr. Kip Dorsey

We welcome 
Medicare patients

7915 Lake Manassas Drive • Gainesville, VA • 703-743-7300 • fhdoctors.org

less depreciation, not its fair mar-
ket value.

The Water/Sewer Fund 
showed  $370,000 in cash as of 
June 30th, and receivables total-
ing $176,000.  

The funds fixed assets, total-
ing some $12.5 million, had in-
creased substantially compared 
to last year due to the Town’s  ac-
ceptance of land, the new water 
treatment plant and new waste-
water treatment plant from Sala-
mander.

The land alone, Mitchell 
said, was valued at $881,000, 
the water treatment plant at $2.7 
million; and the wastewater treat-
ment plant was valued at $4.1 
million.  

The Water/Sewer Fund 
showed long-term debt of $3.3 
million, most of which had been 
refinanced in October, 2010.  

Mitchell suggested the Town 
might well refinance again, not-
ing that it was currently paying 
interest of 4%, 4.5% and 5.5% on 
various portions the $3.3  million.  

New Appointments 
and Volunteers

Noting that a small town 
like Middleburg could never run 
without the extraordinary help 
and hard work of volunteers, 

Council unanimously ap-
pointed:

Kathy Ribaudo to the Plan-
ning Commission for a four-year 

term;  
Howard Armfield and Ed-

ward “Snooks” Swain to the 
Health Center Advisory Board 
for two-year terms;

Andrew Bergner, Terri 
Kitchen, Mary Bell Peters, Wen-
dy Duling and Mimi Stein to the 
Pink Box Advisory Committee 
for two-year terms;  

Marci Nadler to the unex-
pired term on the Middleburg 
Arts Council, said term to expire 
June 14, 2013.  

Council also recommend to 
the Judge of the Loudoun County 
Circuit Court that Betty Barrett 
be re-appointed to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals for a five-year 
term, said term to expire Decem-
ber 31, 2017.

New Zoning Recommendations

Town Planner David Benia-
mino reported that the Planning 
Commission had recommended 
changes to zoning laws govern-
ing the Town’s R-2 District. 

One would reduce the 
amount of land on a lot that could 
be legally covered by construc-
tion from the current 35% to 30%. 

Another would reduce the al-
lowable building height from 35 
feet to 30 feet. 

The Planning Commission’s 
goal, Beniamino reported was to 
enact ordinances which, in con-
junction with a new architectural 
control district, would reduce the 

chances of so-called “McMan-
sions” or other building “out of 
scale with the surrounding neigh-
borhood.” 

Accordingly, Beniamino 
suggested Council move swiftly 
in the new year to request the 
town’s Historic District Review 
Committee or the Planning Com-
mission itself to begin to explore 
the establishment of an architec-
tural control district.  

Route Streetscape Project

Council authorized Town 
staff to appoint a Route 50 
Streetscape Project Steering 
Committee as an integral part 
of a ongoing project to develop 
a coherent design for Route 50 
streetscape

Middleburg has received 
a grant from the Metropolitan 
Washington Council on Local 
Governments to provide con-
sulting services to develop the 
streetscape design.  

The Committee, as current-
ly configured, will include one 
member each from  Town Coun-
cil, the Planning Commission, the 
Historic District Review Com-
mittee, the Middleburg Business 
and Professional Association, 
the Go Green Committee, the 
Streetscape Committee and a res-
ident of the Town of Middleburg. 

Ho! Ho! Ho!
Continued from page 1

H unter ’s Head Tav-
ern in Uppervil le, 
Va.,  the first  res-
taurant in Amer-

ica to achieve a certif ied 
humane designation, was 
recently recognized with 
a Snail  of Approval Award 
from Slow Food D.C. 

In an awards ceremo-
ny at  Policy Restaurant & 
Lounge, Slow Food D.C., 
honored the tavern’s con-
tinued efforts to contribute 
to the quali ty,  authenticity 
and sustainabili ty of the 
food we eat and the bever-
ages we drink.

The Snail  of Approval is 
Slow Food DC’s method of 
recognizing the food-relat-
ed providers who are mak-
ing significant contribu-
tions to the transformation 
of our food system to one 
that is  good, clean and fair. 

Ayrshire Farm and 
Hunter ’s Head Tavern pro-
duce and provide certif ied 
organic,  certif ied humane 
meats and produce. They 
were also recently recog-
nized with a two-star cer-

t if ication from the Green 
Restaurant Association.

“Making a difference in 
the way food is grown or 
raised—and then presented 
to the public—is the reason 
we are here,” said Sandy 
Lerner,  owner and founder 
of Ayrshire Farm. 

“Our whole team works 
hard every day so we can 
offer the safest ,  healthiest 
and most natural  food to 
our customers.”

In order to win a Snail 
of Approval,  restaurants 
must be nominated. Nomi-
nations are examined by: 
the degree to which the es-
tablishment’s activit ies are 
congruent with the Slow 
Food DC mission of promot-
ing and celebrating local, 
seasonal,  and sustainable 
food sources;  how much it 
is  working to preserve the 
culinary tradit ions of the 
region’s ethnically and cul-
turally diverse populations; 
and how it  is  supporting the 
right of all  people to enjoy 
good, clean, fair  food.

Hunter’s Head Tavern 
Wins Snail of 
Approval Award 
Slow Food D.C. recognizes the tavern 
for food quality and sustainabilityThe Mosby Heritage Area 

Association, the Northern 
Virginia Piedmont preserva-
tion and education organi-

zation, has selected four individuals 
to receive the organization’s an-
nual Heritage Heroes Awards. The 
awards ceremony will take place 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012, at 
6:30 p.m. at the National Sporting 
Library in Middleburg, Virginia. 

The 2012 Heritage Heroes 
Awards recipients include:

Su Webb served on Loudoun’s 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Board for more than twenty years, 
including terms serving as vice chair 
and chair. As chair of the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority, 
which owns Balls Bluff battlefield, 
she also was a moving force be-
hind acquisitions such as White’s 
Ford. Su Webb has worked with the 
NVRPA in several roles since the 
1960s. She also serves as chair of 
the Loudoun County Farm Heritage 
Museum and on the Aldie Heritage 
Association Board of Directors.

Editor and publisher Walter 
Nicklin is the author of Pieces of the 
Piedmont, the Puzzle of One Life: A 
Personal Geography from Virginia’s 
Foothills and America’s Historic 
Heart and is the co-author of  250 
Years in Fauquier County: A Virgin-
ia Story for the 250th anniversary of 
Fauquier County. He is the publisher 
of the Piedmont Virginian magazine, 
which has consistently and force-
fully supports historic preservation 
efforts in the Mosby Heritage Area.

Bob Sinclair is the president of 
the Fauquier Heritage and Preserva-

tion Foundation, was the co-founder 
of the John K. Gott Library in Mar-
shall, Virginia, and served as chair of 
the 250th Anniversary of Fauquier 
County Committee. He played an 
intregral role in getting the town of 
Marshall a place on the the National 
Register as a Historic District.

Lori H. Kimball, the Direc-
tor of Programming and Education 
at Oatlands Plantation, also is the 
president of the Loudoun Preserva-
tion Society. She has served on the 
boards of the Waterford Founda-
tion, the Friends of Thomas Balch 
Library and on the Preservation 
Virginia Northern Virginia Regional 
Branch Board.

“The Heritage Hero Awards re-
cipients are selected by the Board of 
the Mosby Heritage Area Associa-
tion to honor those in our commu-
nity who have given of themselves 
to further preservation and conser-
vation in our unique and special area 
of the world,” said MHAA President 
Childs Burden. 

“All four of this year’s recipi-
ents richly deserve this honor. And 
they measure up to the high stan-
dards of previous winners of the 
Heritage Hero Award, including 
Senator John Warner, Karen Hughes 
White, Janet Whitehouse, Hope Por-
ter, Linda Newton, and Robert H. 
Smith.” 

The Heritage Heroes award 
presentation is open to the public.  
Please make reservations by tele-
phoning  Judy Reynolds at 540 687 
6681.

Four Heritage Heroes 
RecognizedPeter Quinn, who has 

been the headmaster at 
Wakefield School for the 
past 16 years, will leave 

Wakefield to take the position of 
Headmaster at Peddie School in 
Hightstown, N.J.

Quinn will remain as Head-
master for Wakefield School 
through the balance of the 2012-
2013 school year, beginning his 
duties at Peddie on July 1, 2013. 

“Wakefield School has en-
joyed  a long and successful 
tenure with Peter as our Head-
master. In fact, a tenure that 
spans nearly two decades is rare 
indeed for independent schools, 
said Susan Lewis, Wakefield’s 
Chair of the Board of Trustees.  

“When Peter leaves at the 
end of this school year, we all 
wish him much success in his 
new position,” 

“We have begun the first 
steps of our search process to 
build on the solid foundation de-
veloped with Peter.  We remain 
dedicated to our core principles, 
mission & philosophy.  Our 
commitment to an outstanding 
academic program — delivered 
in a very personalized way by 
extraordinary faculty and staff 
— is something that is funda-
mental to Wakefield School. We 
remain steadfastly committed to 
nurturing that foundation. We 
look forward to the appointment 
of a new Head for Wakefield 
School in the near future.”

Quinn will be making a re-

turn to Peddie, where he previ-
ously spent ten years of his ca-
reer. 

His career began at Wake-
field in 1978, when the cam-
pus was located in Huntly. Af-
ter seven years there, he left to 
join Peddie, filling the roles of 
teacher, counselor, coach, and 
eventually director of admis-
sions and financial aid. 

In 1996, Wakefield School 
called Quinn, and he joined 
the school as headmaster. The 
school was just opening its 
campus in The Plains with 245 
students.  Under the leadership 
of Peter and his extraordinary 
team of administrators, faculty 
& staff the school has grown 
dramatically.

Sixteen years later, the 
campus looks quite different 
with enrollment more than 400 
students; four new buildings — 
an upper school building, a new 
field house, a science and tech-
nology center, and an arts and 
music center; and new athletic 
fields. 

This summer, Quinn was 
approached by a consultant 
helping Peddie to find a new 
headmaster. He entered the 
search, and on Nov. 10 was se-
lected to fill the role.

“Peddie is one of three 
schools I have lived in and 
loved over my career, and it 
will be a new and very different 
opportunity from Wakefield,” 
Quinn said. 

“One does not control the 
timing of these opportunities, 
and I was not planning on leav-
ing Wakefield until retirement.  
Life is what happens when you 
are making other plans, as they 
say.”

In a statement on its web-
site, Peddie calls Quinn a “dy-
namic and visionary educator.”

“After a comprehensive, 
international search for a new 
school leader, the Board of 
Trustees is confident that Peter 
brings with him the necessary 
balance of dedication to the 
traditional virtues of educa-
tion as well as passion for in-
novation and dynamism – both 
critical attributes to lead Ped-
die as we embark anew in our 
150th  year,” said Christopher 
Acito, chairman of the board 
of trustees, and leader of the 
search committee, in a letter on 
the school’s website.

Wakefield’s Board of Trust-
ees has developed a compre-
hensive plan for managing the 
transition and recruiting a new 
Headmaster, including retaining 
a professional search firm and 
seeking input from the broader 
Wakefield community. 

“The Board of Trustees re-
mains firmly committed to a 
strong and prosperous future 
and adherence  to the principle 
and tradition of developing ca-
pable, ethical, articulate citi-
zens,” said Lewis.

Headmaster to Leave Wakefield 
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HARRIS TWEED LOVERS,
YOUR SHIPMENT HAS COME IN.

O n l i n e  s to re  n ow  o p e n !  www.highcliffeclothiers.com   
16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117   Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Gift Cards Available

This specially designed limited edition 
sport coat, woven and finished by hand 
in the western Isles of Scotland, is true 
to the traditional English country gentle- 
man’s sport coat. Highcliffe also has a 
fabulous collection of sport coats by 
Crittenden, styled in herringbone, 
corduroy and Shetland tweeds. Shop 
Highcliffe for the highest quality men’s 
and women’s apparel.

LOOK YOUR
VERY BEST

LOSING THAT
VERY BIG FISH.

IT’S BEGINNING TO SMELL 
 A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS.

It’s the proper finish to any man’s styling. The way he smells. 
Choose from any of these exclusive sophisticated scents. 
Shop Highcliffe Clothiers today for the highest quality men’s 
and women’s apparel, accessories and fragrances.

O n l i n e  s to re  n ow  o p e n !  www.highcliffeclothiers.com   
16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117   Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Gift Cards AvailableLOOK YOUR
VERY BEST

LOSING THAT
VERY BIG FISH.

YOUR LITTLE BOY– DRESS HIM 
WHILE YOU STILL CAN.

Boy’s bowties 
and long ties 
now available.

O n l i n e  s to re  n ow  o p e n !  www.highcliffeclothiers.com   
16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117   Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

Gift Cards AvailableLOOK YOUR
VERY BEST

LOSING THAT
VERY BIG FISH.

703.370.TREE (8733)
www.shadetreefarm.com

Shade Tree Farm 

From 6 feet to over 45 feet  
in height, our trees are  
healthy, high-quality,  
Virginia-grown trees.

And with one of the largest 
fleet of tree spades in the 
Mid- Atlantic Region,  
we  install them, too!

At Shade Tree Farm,  
we LOVE trees!  

Transforming 

landscapes  

since 1981!

Happy Holidays!
Christmas Eve Dinner

Monday, Dec. 24, 5 - 9 pm 
Dinner Menu with Holiday Chef Specials

New Year’s Eve Dinner
Monday, Dec. 31 

Reservations May Be Made During 2 Reservations May Be Made During 2 
Seatings: 5 - 6:30 pm and 8 - 9:30 pm

Dinner Menu with Celebratory Specials

Girasole
4244 Loudoun Avenue
The Plains, VA 20198
540-253-5501

EmbroideryCatering
“Shopping for a mortgage?

Make me your first 

Call me! 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600
Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com
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HOLLY HOOPES

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Books

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

We have lots of new 
books for every reader.

Special orders,  author signings, 
book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
8 East Federal St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Make it Uniquely Personal!
Custom Embroidery for all your 

business and personal needs
540-592-9599

www.stellaandbean.com
www.companycasuals.com/stellaandbean

Embrey electric Service, llc

Residential and 
Commercial 

Electrical Services
Licensed and Insured 

Serving
Western Loudoun 

& Fauquier Counties

RON EMBREY
Cell: 703-606-0372

Office: 540-554-8706

Iron Work Electricians

Wine Tasting

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114 
877-900-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

Pets & Grooming

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Avery 5371

S U N R I S E

CERTIFIED 
ARBORISTS ON 

STAFF.

A R B O R I C U LT U R E  L L C .

THE HIGHEST QUALITY TREE CARE DELIVERED 
BY RELIABLE PROFESSIONALS.

a rbo r i cu l t u re@sun r i s e -a rbo r i cu l t u re . com
w w w . s u n r i s e - a r b o r i c u l t u r e . c o m

 540.999.8912   
703.574.3755     

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair Health

FREE In-Home Needs Assessment

Meeting the Needs of the Whole Person. . .
Body, Mind, and Spirit.

www.CleansingWater.com
30 Main Street, Suite 234 • Warrenton, VA 20186

(540) 341-0212 • (866) 294-4665 • Fax (540) 341-8477

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

www.MiddleburgGroomer.com
() -

All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments

Mortgages

Roofing

Fox Tails
Massage
Fox Tails
Massage

MARION COOPER, CMT

101 West Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

413-687-2130
mbcooper9@aol.com

 

Massage

Construction

Landscaping

Marcelino caMpos

Campos
Landscaping

Mowing & landscaping

Oil Changing • Blade Sharpening

gutter Cleaning • pOwer waShing

540.398.6540
540.671.3847

macampos75@hotmail.com

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Unique
Hostess Gifts 
In all shapes & sizes

Printing

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

Music Lessons

REGISTER NOW!
Private Music Lessons & 

Classes available for all ages

Convenient locations in
Upperville, Middleburg, Aldie, 

Purcellville & The Plains

(540) 592-3040
piedmontmusic@aol.com
www.piedmontmusic.org

ANDERSON COOPER 
GROUP

ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

Architect

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

540.687.3200
Deadline for Nov. 29th issue is Dec. 13th

Don’t Forget to place your Holiday Ads!

Plumbing

Organic Foods

Superfoods!
Salads
Desserts
& more

Hunter’s Head tavern
540.592.9020

9048 John S. Moby Hwy. Upperville, VA
  www.HuntersHeadTavern.com

Faces & Places
2012 Virginia Field Hunter Championship
Photos by Liz Caller



Page 18 Middleburg Eccentric     •  November 22, 2012 ~ December 13, 2012 Middleburg Eccentric   •   November 22, 2012 ~ December 13, 2012 Page 19

www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Faces & Places
Foxcroft Hunt Breakfast
Middleburg, VA Photos by Foxcroft School

The Middleburg Business & Professional 
Association and the Pink Box 

invite you to enjoy a town tradition and kick- off 
to your Christmas in Middleburg weekend

the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Friday, November 30th 

5:00 p.m.

Please join us in the 
Pink Box Garden 

(corner of Madison & Marshall) 
for the Lighting of the Town Christmas Tree 

Enjoy Holiday Music as well as
Hot Chocolate, Cider & Sweets

(Courtesy of Home Farm Store) 

Afterwards, at 6:15 pm, come to
The Hill School

for a special musical program presented by
A Place To Be

Happy Holidays!
The Middleburg Business & Professional Association

Pink Box

Pink Box 

Want to be a Foxcroft School girl?
 Prospective students and their families invited Open 

House Dec.7

Those interested may register for the Open House by going to the 
“Apply” area of the Foxcroft website (www.foxcroft.org) or by calling 
540.687.4340. Space is limited so sign up early! One more Open House 
will be held Friday, Jan. 18.Families are also welcome to schedule visits 
at other times. 
Foxcroft has an outstanding curriculum that includes an innovative 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) initiative 
that includes computer programming, a project-based, service learn-
ing engineering program developed at Purdue University, and math 
and science curricula designed especially to stimulate and educate 
girls. 
 The School broke ground on a new dormitory in July, the 
first step in an initiative that will update all the residential buildings 
to enhance the living spaces for both students and faculty families.  In 
excess of 80 percent of the Foxcrof faculty live on campus and day 
students also have rooms and beds, creating an outstanding sense of 
community that nurtures and inspires students.
 During Foxcroft’s Admission Open Houses students and par-
ents will have an opportunity to thoroughly explore the School. They 
may attend classes, Morning Meeting, and meals with students, and 
get to ask questions at student and faculty panels.. Tours of the campus 
and admission interviews also are available
 

For more information, call -
Director of Admission and Financial Aid Gina B. Finn at 540.687.4340.

Masters for the day,: Grace Hallett, Shea O’Brien, 
and Ashleigh Dove

Jack Morris, Rachel Harshman (mother of Breanna Heiston “16”), Nick 
& Brandy Sells Greenwell”93” and Lud Sells

Sen. Landrieu and her husband Frank Snellings  with friends.Judy Callsen and her daughter Lauren Gamboa

!"#$%&'()*+$,&#
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2/$%&'(3"45(67,89:;<(=>(?@"##"A$1B(,8*(C$%%#*DE/B(F/**(G$B8,$1BH
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Masters Jeff Blue and Penny Denegre lead the Middleburg Hunt to Covert.
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Highland School’s solid foundation is our academic excellence, and it shows. In 
the 2011-12 school year, Highland’s students posted the highest average SAT 
scores in Fauquier County: 1,757. 

We’re also the only school in the county, public or private, with 2013 National 
Merit Scholarship finalists. Since 2004, six Highland students have earned 
National Merit Scholarships--a record that makes us proud, but, knowing our 
students the way we do, doesn’t surprise us one bit.

Contact Highland School today at (540) 878-2741 to schedule a private tour of 
our campus, and ask us about scholarships and need-based grants we offer for 
aspiring independent thinkers.

Don’t Just Strive...Thrive.

www.highlandschool.org visit us on...

Faces & Places
Bob Kuhn Exhibition at The National Sporting Museum
Middleburg VA

Juno Loudoun, LLC is the owner and developer of  the project. Access to and use of  recreational amenities are not included in the purchase of  real estate in Creighton Farms and require separate club  
membership which is subject to application, approval, and payment of  applicable fees and dues. Initiation fee may be waived if  membership is activated within sixty (60) days of  purchase. Obtain and 

carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a solicitation of  offers from, residents 
of  NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of  real estate. Prices and terms are subject to change without notice. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required 
by Federal and State law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the merits or value, if  any, of  this property.

22050 Creighton Farms Drive, Aldie, VA 20105
www.CreightonFarms.com

An Extraordinary Home
in an Extraordinary Community

Creighton Farms invites you to experience our new Villa Model.  
The 4,600-sq.-ft. home boasts stunning views of the  

Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course, 4  bedrooms, 4.5-baths and  
a 3-car garage on 1+ acres in Creighton Farms’ new  

Nicklaus Village neighborhood.

Schedule a tour today to learn more about all the spectacular  
opportunities at Creighton Farms, tour the Villa Model and Clubhouse,  

and sample a taste of extraordinary living.

Call 703.957.4800 to schedule your tour today.

ARF’s Animal Night
Upperville, VA

Supervisor Peter Schwartz, Zohar Ben Dov, Ken Rietz, and Delegate Mike Webert Scott Abeel, Ken Rietz, Carter Wiley, Jim Thompson and Alex Vogel.

Speakers former Congressman Jim Nussle. host 
Dave Roux and Pollster Lance Tarrance

Dr. Andrew Bishop , Middleburg President Gary 
Shook, and Robert Monk 

Scott Abeel, Ken Rietz and Carter Wiley
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Karen Rexrode

Now that leaves have 
fallen from trees and 
shrubs its time to 
wander through the 

garden and access the prun-
ing requirements of our woody 
plants. Dead branches need re-
moved, something that might 
not be so obvious, check by 

bending the branch to see if it 
breaks with a snap. Crossed 
branches are also a good place 
to prune, removing the worst 
offenders, essentially leaving 
an open network of interior 
branches. A yearly pruning will 
save you from the future prob-
lem of dealing with insects that 
have entered damaged wood 
and also help maintain a good 

shape on trees and shrubs as 
they mature. When this is han-
dled regularly there is no need 
for a chain saw, just a good pair 
of pruners or a hand saw. Trees 
like Japanese maples, redbuds, 
magnolias and dogwoods re-
spond beautifully to yearly 
maintenance. 

When removing a tree 
limb, it is very important to cut 

just beyond the branch collar so 
that the wound will heal prop-
erly. The branch collar is an 
area of tissue containing pro-
tective chemicals that heal over 
and provide a barrier against 
boring insects. If you look 
closely you will usually see a 
small bump or ridge that circles 
the base of each branch. Cut at 
the top of the limb, just beyond 
the ridge, but don’t cut all the 
way through until you have cut 
some from the bottom, an inch 
or so into the limb. This keeps 
the falling weight of the branch 
from ripping off bark as it falls. 

Shrubs that are routinely 
sheared will also benefit from 
periodic thinning. The remov-
al of dense, inner branches in 
shrubs such as boxwood will 
promote air circulation and en-
courage healthy growth. The 
practice of plucking boxwoods 
or thinning inner branches can 
be done anytime in the winter, 
many professionals time it so 
that boxwood clippings can be 
sold for use in holiday decora-
tions. 

You can also take ad-
vantage of the winter season 
with an inspection for insects. 
Boxwoods often suffer from 
leaf minor and/or mites which 
become more obvious with 
the onset of cold weather. 

The leaves will look yellow, 
blotchy with leaf minor prob-
lems and speckled from mites. 
The boxwood leaf miner win-
ters over inside the leaf and re-
sumes its feeding in spring. In-
secticidal soap can be sprayed 
once the feeding begins with 
warmer temperatures in March 
and April. The mite will over 
winter as an adult, a November 
application of a light horticul-
tural oil is recommended, ap-
plied when temperatures are 45 
degrees or above. 

The deciduous magno-
lias can get scale which is eas-
ily seen once the leaves have 
dropped. Small, peppercorn 
size lumps  will cover branch 
or trunk. If you noticed an un-
usually high incidence of bee 
activity around your magnolias 
in summer, chances are you 
have scale. The bees are drawn 
to the honeydew secreted by 
the females in June and July. A 
dormant oil spray can be used 
during the winter months, ap-
plications can be made in No-
vember and again in March. 

November brings us 
shortening days and a lessen-
ing of tasks in the garden, but 
with good timing a few things 
can be dealt with to halt future 
problems.

Cindy Battino

This economy can have a 
positive effect on your 
holiday celebrations. It 
can motivate you to cre-

ate new traditions that include 
peace, serenity, intimacy, abun-
dance and good health. 

Holidays and Travel

If you choose to travel over 
the holidays, can you drive, take 
a train or bus instead of fly? The 
cost of gas and flying might not 
work in your tightened budget. 
The buses are definitely the way 
to go in style for distances you 
might have normally driven. 
You can also turn tradition on its 
head by recommending the fam-
ily come to you – or meet in the 
middle.

Your travel time can be 
shortened. Spending four days 
versus a whole week could cut 
your expenses in half. Another 
possibility? Stay home this year 
and create your own family tradi-
tions. If your children are little, 
there is less opportunity for fights 
over toys, dogs, and food. 

Gifts

There is no getting around 
the fact that all kids (large and 
small) like to have lots of presents 
under the tree. If you do stock-
ings plus gifts, consider not hav-
ing stockings so that there can be 
more under the tree. Fill the stock-
ings with items no more than $1-2 
each. Infants and toddlers don’t 
care how many presents they get. 
Teens and above can grasp the 
concept of less is more – and the 
importance of doing for others. 

Have a budget. Let the kids 
give you lists that include lots of 

choices. This holiday might be 
about only getting three instead of 
10.  Maybe it is about only buy-
ing a few presents and making 
the rest. Art, clay, tie-dye, family 
pictures, cookies – there are lots 
of ways to make great presents for 
the whole family.

What is the true meaning 
of the holiday to you? If you be-
lieve the holidays are about grati-
tude, love, and joy, why not share 
something that is important to 
you with your family? You can 
give your favorite book or mov-
ie. You can donate to a cause, or 
buy presents for needy children 
in your family’s name. Starbucks 
has a bracelet for $5 that creates 
jobs. Schools have lists of fami-
lies in need. Homeless shelters 
always need volunteers, blankets, 
and coats. 

Holidays and Stress

If you invite extended fam-
ily be part of your holiday season, 
don’t be afraid to rock the boat 
by doing things differently for 
the sake of serenity. Make sure 
you have your own room with 
a door and real bed for a good 
night’s sleep. If staying with fam-
ily means sleeping on the floor or 
in a room without a door, find a 
cheap hotel and book it NOW.

Pack your sneakers and take 
a walk in the middle of the day. 
Walk off the food, anxiety and 
boredom. You will pat yourself on 
the back for making your mental, 
emotional and physical health a 
priority this holiday season. 

We tend to revert to old be-
havior when we are around our 
family. Examine your expecta-
tions and make sure they are 
reasonable. Set your intention to 
stand in the person you are today. 
One acronym to hold as a mantra: 
THINK before you speak. Is what 
you want to say: Truthful, Help-
ful, Important, Nice, and Kind? 

You deserve a happy and 
healthy holiday season, and it is 
up to you to make it happen. We 
hope that these tips will bring 
more joy to your holiday!

Please contact Cindy at 
cindy@transform-heal.com to 
receive a list of resources – web-
sites, books, blogs, health insti-
tutes for cancer.

Pastimes

Alex Cudaback

The sound you’re hearing 
from just over the hori-
zon could be the scrap-
ing and squeaking of 

rats after cheese. 
It might be the aftereffects 

of Adam “Pac-Man” Jones mak-
ing it rain out in Cincinnati.

But, most likely, it’s the 
University of Maryland, charter 
member of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, its President, its 
Athletic Director and its Board 
of Regents all prostrating them-
selves before Jim Delany, their 
souls, er, I mean soles, scuffling 
the floor as they try to squirm 
closer to the Big 10’s dangling 
teats and the warm, rich, heavy 
money that comes oozing out of 
them.

Gross.
Oh, but wait! Here comes 

Maryland’s student government 
executive board, praising the 
decision for its, wait for it, aca-
demic implications! 

According to a letter sub-
mitted by the executive board 
in support of the move, “Sev-
eral academic benefits come 
with membership in the CIC 
(the Committee on Institutional 
Cooperation), ranging from col-
laboration and cooperation that 
helps member schools obtain 
federal grants, to exchanges of 
member resources and scholars. 
This would increase the Uni-
versity’s stature as a Research I 
institution, further bolstering our 
academic reputation nationally 
and globally.”

Wha…?!?
Sorry. I just had to clean 

up the milk that blew out of my 
nose after reading that.

Look, the University of 
Maryland can do, and will do, 
whatever it wants. And the stu-
dent government’s executive 
board can get in line and play 

good soldier ‘til the cows come 
home. (Speaking of cows, there 
are many, many, many more of 
them in the Big 10 than the ACC. 
So get ready. Lots of cows. Go 
moo.)

But for the University or 
any of its apparatchiks to stand 
up and shrilly proclaim that this 
was a move based on anything 
other than a mad grab for cash is 
lunacy bordering on the insult-
ing.

You want research? Wan-
der on down Tobacco Road and 
see if a geometric form begins 
to resolve itself around the three 
universities clustered within fif-
teen miles of one another. 

I’ll give you a hint. 
Three universities. In a 

triangle. Loosely, but aptly, re-
ferred to as THE RESEARCH 
TRIANGLE.

Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology and Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State Univer-
sity (c’mon, Maryland, that’s 
Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech 
to you!) are home to two of the 
preeminent engineering and ro-
botics programs in the country, if 
not the world.

Maybe Maryland felt that 
the lousy academic reputations 
of schools like Boston College, 
the University of Virginia, Wake 
Forest and Clemson were kee-
pin’ ‘em down….

Uh huh.
So, let’s all take a deep, 

deep breath and admit, in no un-
certain terms, that the University 
of Maryland fled to the Big 10 
Conference for an increase of 
guaranteed revenues of nearly 
$8 million per year, bumping 
direct, athletics-generated rev-
enues from a paltry $17 million 
to nearly $25 million, and that’s 
before the newly swollen Big 10 
(12? 14?) gets the opportunity to 
renegotiate its ransom demands, 

er, sorry, media rights, in 2017.
What do the students and 

student-athletes (‘cause they’re 
different) get out of this? What 
about the parents, you ask?

Road trips! Woohoo! There 
was something sort of exciting 
about rolling down to Florida in 
the middle of February for col-
lege basketball. 

Now?
Sunny Minnesota!
Who wants to go to Georgia 

or South Carolina when you’ve 
got home and homes scheduled 
with Nebraska?

Yay!
And the real kicker, the 

thing that’s gonna make this 
travesty even easier to sweep un-
der the rug of “we’re looking to 
the future?”

The exit fee that Maryland 
is facing is only $50 million!

Yes! 
Wait….
So, to weasel out of the 

conference it helped found, the 
conference about which Univer-
sity President Wallace Loh said 
two months ago, “I think the 
ACC is a fantastic conference. 
Maryland has been part of this 
conference from the very begin-
ning, it’s a deep and rich tradi-
tion, we will continue to be a 
part of the ACC,” it’s only going 
to cost Maryland, a state, taxpay-
er-supported institution, mind 
you, more than six times what it 
will benefit from annually in this 
hare-brained move?

Brilliant.
After this transparent mon-

ey grab, the University of Mary-
land is going to need a LOT of 
help in bolstering its reputation, 
locally, nationally and globally.

Maybe the student govern-
ment was right….

Alex can be reached at  
cuda24@yahoo.com

To Boldly Go… to the Big 10
7th Inning Stretch

Wood Work
The Plant Lady

Now Serving Sunday Lunches with BrunchSpecials
Tuesday - Saturday Dinner Starting at 5:30 pm

Wednesday - Sunday Lunch Starting at 11:30 am

Bar Opens @ 5:00 pm
French Inspired bistro Cuisine in a Relaxed Country Atmosphere

540-687-3018

JULIEN’S
A Touch of Europe in Middleburg

540.687.3123

European Market 
& Sandwicherie

Café Restaurant
& Wine Bar

Daily Specials
Extensive Wine List

Catering
3 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 

Open Daily 11 to 9, Closed Thursdays

Tailgate Catering
Many Wines & Beers

Cheeses, Baked Goods

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast & Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Fri. 6 am to 7 pm
Sat. 8 am to 7 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm

17 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.3004

Fresh olive oils. 
Aged balsamics. 
Fine teas.
 And much more...come taste!

Hunt Scene
Middleburg 
Ornament

Exclusively at 
The Fun Shop

$22.00

Other items with the Hunt Scene Also 
availableCoasters, Trivets, Wallets, 
Keyrings, Moneyclips, Notecards

13 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.5858

Reinventing 
the Holidays
Transformational Healing

703-542-8888
Dr. Tiffany Lione

www.Stoneridgeeyecare.com

Dr. Amir Abyaneh

Stone Ridge/South Riding

Happy Holidays!

Associates In Eyecare
Optometrists, PC

D o n ' t  l e t  y o u r  F l e x i b l e  S p e n d i n g  A c c o u n t  m o n e y  
g o  t o  w a s t e !  I t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  e y e g l a s s e s ,  s u n g l a s s e s ,
a n d / o r  C o n t a c t  L e n s e s !  C o m e  i n  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  n e w  
d e s i g n e r  l i n e s  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r !

located on Route 50 in the Stone Ridge/Aldie shopping center, next to Harris Teeter

703-542-8888
Dr. Tiffany Lione

www.Stoneridgeeyecare.com

Dr. Amir Abyaneh

Stone Ridge/South Riding

Happy Holidays!

Associates In Eyecare
Optometrists, PC

D o n ' t  l e t  y o u r  F l e x i b l e  S p e n d i n g  A c c o u n t  m o n e y  
g o  t o  w a s t e !  I t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  e y e g l a s s e s ,  s u n g l a s s e s ,
a n d / o r  C o n t a c t  L e n s e s !  C o m e  i n  a n d  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  n e w  
d e s i g n e r  l i n e s  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r !

located on Route 50 in the Stone Ridge/Aldie shopping center, next to Harris Teeter
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Pastimes

Richard A. Engberg

Last year in this column, 
the water guy discussed 
hydraulic fracturing or 
fracking as it is abbreviat-

ed.  Regardless of how it sounds, 
fracking to many is something 
that will help the United States to 
long term energy independence, 
but to others is a dirty word.  

First, let’s review what 
fracking is.  It is a technique of 
pumping large amounts of water, 
sand and chemicals at high pres-
sure into a well drilled first ver-
tically and then horizontally into 
a shale formation to create and 
enlarge cracks in the formation to 
release natural gas or oil.

Last year’s column dwelt 
with fracking fluid, focusing on 
concerns about toxic chemicals 
used in the fluid, and on the dis-
posal of the fluid returned to the 

surface together with water pro-
duced from the formation.  These 
concerns are still valid but mostly 
can be overcome by proper well 
construction and proper handling 
of the waste material.  This col-
umn, let’s focus on the importance 
of fracking and on its downsides.  

The importance is easy to 
discuss and measure.  

An article in the November 
12, 2012, Wall Street Journal, 
speculated that thanks to the de-
velopment of horizontal drilling 
and fracking, the United States 
has the potential for less reliance 
on foreign oil.  The article sug-
gested that as early as 2020, the 
United States may replace Saudi 
Arabia as the largest producer of 
oil. 

The International Energy 
Agency also weighed in, saying 
that global energy production is 
being redefined by the resurgence 

of oil and gas production in the 
United States.   

Those who support frack-
ing without serious regulation see 
energy independence as totally 
necessary even if there are some 
downsides.  They extol the new 
jobs and economic benefits of this 
new industry.  They believe that 
federal lands that overlie shale 
formations should be opened to 
drilling and fracking.

Those who are either anti-
fracking or who only support 
fracking that is seriously regu-
lated cite water pollution from 
fracking chemicals and formation 
water.  They are concerned that 
fracking can increase greenhouse 
gases released to the atmosphere 
accelerating climate change.  
They point out environmental 
damage caused by installation of 
new roads and drilling sites.  They 
provide examples of chicanery by 

energy companies in their efforts 
to secure mineral rights.  They 
discuss documented instances of 
increased crime in small towns as 
large numbers of oil field workers 
descend on these communities.  
They express concern about un-
limited drilling on federal lands. 

 Can you imagine a drill site 
near Old Faithful in Yellowstone?  
Near Half Dome in Yosemite?  
Next to Delicate Arch in Arches 
National Park?  In the middle of 
Gettysburg battlefield?

The water guy takes no po-
sition for or against fracking, at 
least not now. 

He understands the need for 
more energy production and ap-
plauds that American technology 
and ingenuity have taught us how 
to release oil and gas from forma-
tions heretofore untapped.  But 
he also understands that there are 
other energy sources - solar, wind, 

geothermal, and nuclear - that 
need to be developed, and that we 
will not achieve true energy inde-
pendence until we make better use 
of these sources. 

 He wonders if our countries 
fixation on energy from oil and 
gas doesn’t slow down the devel-
opment of these other sources?  
He also doesn’t want to see the 
environment and our natural won-
ders threatened by indiscriminate 
drilling.

Only time will tell what the 
future will bring regarding frack-
ing. Stay tuned.

Hydraulic Fracturing Revisited
Waterworld

Tom Neel

As many of you who 
read this column 
each month will 
know, I tend to air on 

the side of artistic philosophy, 
more so than on individual art-
ists.   In the event, and while 
I’ve mentioned his name be-
fore, you do not know about 
Peter Wood, please let me in-
troduce you.

Peter lives in the town of 
Middleburg and like many, he 

didn’t grow up here, but he has 
found a dedicated mission in want-
ing the area’s artists and art scene 
to be recognized and more so, for 
the area to be legitimized as a true 
arts destination.   Now while this 
has at least been somewhat tried 
before and his efforts do overlap 
the efforts of more than a few oth-
er organizations, Peter’s approach 
is proving to be different.   He is 
pushing his pin into the map on 
the town of Middleburg and some 
very localized surrounding areas.

It is fair to mention that 
Peter himself is an artist and his 

work is found at www.RustyMet-
al.com. While Peter’s creations 
would be described as contempo-
rary or modern, here in the pretty 
traditional setting of Hunt Coun-
try, it is non the less relevant.  But 
his approach to both his art and 
his mission is so open minded 
and diligent, the importance of it 
can’t be ignored.   He just wants 
the world to know quality artists 
of all kinds make Hunt Country 
their home.  That there really is a 
little something for everyone here 
and he doesn’t discriminate in this 
endeavor.

In the process of maintain-
ing his own artistic career, web-
site and newsletter, Peter does 
the same for the Middleburg Arts 
Project which he has founded, 
and its website can be found at 
www.MiddleburgArts.com.   Once 
there, you can sign up for the or-
ganization’s newsletter and you’ll 
certainly become much more in-
formed of artistic happenings than 
you might have been otherwise.

An organic exploration, Pe-
ter sort of began by wanting to 
build an artist group that would  
organize and self promote them-

selves.  But like many visionaries, 
he rolled with the high and low 
tides of starting any organization 
and has done much of it all on his 
own.    Seemingly tirelessly, he 
not only organizes meeting, looks 
for, notes, sources and promotes 
any artistic event or opportunity 
he can find locally - he creates 
them too.   Chaos Theory, open-
ing Thursday, November 29th at 
Sona Back in Middleburg, is one 
such event.   With more informa-
tion found at the above men-
tioned website, Peter has found 
something else to wrap his arms 
around.

I’d like to also put a per-
sonal spin on Peter’s mission, that 
laced within his goal is that of di-
rectly supporting a local economy 
and jobs.   After all, local artists, 
the products they create and the 
local business that assist the sales 
of their creative works, is about as 
locally good as it can get.  Artists 
aren’t often thought of as manu-
facturing products, but we do and 
when someone purchases art here 
and takes it to, oh, lets say Greece 
of all places, as I’ve had a paint-
ing go to in the last year, it is a 
true export.   Trust me, that was 
$3,500. dollars from someplace 
else, that’s now largely finding 
it’s way into the local economy 
and its charities.

Peter’s mission, as all of us 
in the local business of art, is one 
digit in a five finger approach to 
full hand of local health.   That 
hand is out shaking those of would 
be visitors.  The individual thumb 
and fingers of History, Equestrian, 
Scenic Recreation, Winery and 
The Arts, should never be thought 
of as one bigger or more impor-
tant than the other, but rather just 
as important as each other and far 
more important as one complete 
hand.   Seen palm up within that 
hand, those seeking to visit our 
area will find a welcome wealth 
of opportunity which also then 
includes great shopping, events, 
restaurants, inns, museums and 
much, much more.  Amen.

LiveAnArtfulLife.com, Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

Your Guide through
Every StepBEFORE

From early planning 
to the family dinner,
let BOWA be your guide through every 
step of the remodeling experience. 
BOWA transforms houses into homes™ 
through the design and construction 
of luxury renovations and additions. 
As your single point of accountability 
from the earliest stages of planning, we 
execute and manage the entire design 
and construction process and your 
overall experience. Combined with 
our expertise and culture of Heroic 
Customer Service, this allows us to 
provide our clients with the best in 
service, craftsmanship and value. So, 
when you have a project of any size in 
mind, call BOWA first.

Tim Burch, CR
Project Leader

540-687-6771
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Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!
The Middleburg Business and

Professional Association invites you
to our December holiday mixer

Tuesday, December 11
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by Santa and his elves
Held at Emmanuel Parish House

105 East Washington Street

MBPA Awards Presentation
Holiday Music

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz
to bring you up-to-date

Donations of canned good will be 
accepted for Seven Loaves

e

Holiday Open House, 1 - 4 pm
"Viewer's Choice" voting, 1 - 3

Sunday, December 9th

Buchanan Hall
8549 John Mosby Hwy., Upperville

For rules, registration and details visit 
www.BuchananHall.com/wordpress

Individuals/Groups
- Child: 16 & under
- Adult: 17 & up
- Mixed Age

(families, school groups, etc.)

Entry Categories

Cash prizes for winners!

Live holiday music

and more!

Fun for all ages!

Sponsored by

THEVIRGINIACARPENTER.COM

Gingerbread House 
Competition

& Holiday Open House

•  Handpainted canvases 
• Fibers 
• Home Accessories

Telephone 540.687.5990
112 W. Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20117
www.stitchneedlepoint.com • info@stitchneedlepoint.com

10% Off
All  Belts

and Collars
in Stock!

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

  
Holiday Decorating Services  

 Avoid the hassles & stress of holiday decorating. Our 
experts (30+ yrs. exp.) will consult with you to transform 
your home into a warm, welcoming holiday retreat to 
relax & celebrate the holidays with family & friends. For 
further details, contact Diane (703) 380-0312 or email 
diane@momknowsbest.org. Local references available. 

Holiday Decorating Services
Avoid the hassles & stress of holiday deco-

rating. Our experts (30+ yrs. exp.) will con-
sult with you to transform your home into a 
warm, welcoming holiday retreat to relax & 
celebrate the holidays with family & friends. 

For further details,  contact Diane (703) 380-0312 or 
email diane@momknowsbest.org. 

Local references available.

Kay Colgan, B.S. Health 
Coach and Certified Pilates 
apparatus and mat trainer

Today’s economy has most 
of us in a state of flux.  The 
price of everything going 
up and less coming in is 

sure to make even the happiest peo-
ple a little uneasy.  Ongoing stress 
can wreck the best laid plans when 
it comes to losing and maintaining 
weight loss.   Our bodies produce 
cortisol which is a hormone that 
basically likes to hold onto fat, es-
pecially around the middle. With 
no windfall in the near future how 
can we get healthy, lose weight and 
deal with the current economy?   

	 First, realize what you 
can control and what is basically 
out of your control.  If expenses are 
high and funds are low, eliminat-
ing lattes and lunches out will help 
get you back on track.  While this 
might not solve all your financial 
woes, being able to take control of 
one little piece will help to put you 
back in the driver’s seat.   Once 
you feel like you can regain some 
control, then stress becomes less.  
Exercises such as Yoga and Pilates 
help you breathe and calm down.  
Learning how to use your breath 
in stressful times will not only help 
you deal with stress but will help 
to keep your blood pressure from 
boiling over.   Remember stress is 
not a bad thing.  In fact, it is good 

at times to get the adrenaline up 
and meet a task head on.  But on-
going chronic stress of worry will 
inflame the body and compromise 
the immune system.   Instead of al-
lowing your body to break down, 
build it up with healthy nutrition.   
Studies have shown eating the 
proper nutrients which come from 
fruits and vegetables and lean pro-
tein will help our bodies deal with 
the stressors of life.  Sometimes 
we reach for comfort foods when 
we are stressed and it only adds to 
our inflamed condition.  Instead, 
be conscious of what you eat and 
drink.  Staying hydrated as well as 
eating a balanced diet will not only 
make you feel better, but will also 
calm the body.

	 Stress is a part of all of 
our lives.  It can eat away at us 
if we allow it to.  Count to 10 as 
you breathe in and fill your lungs 
and count to 10 as you exhale.  Do 
this 5 times when stress is getting 
to you.   Constantly taking deep 
breaths during stressful times has 
been proven to lower cortisol lev-
els.  You don’t need to pay for a 
class to breathe, it’s free!  Breathe 
with me and lower your stress to-
day.  For more information about 
health and fitness, please contact:  

Kay Colgan,  Middleburg 
Pilates and Personal Training, 14 
S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Va. 
Or call 540-687-6995.

Breathe, you might 
just lose weight
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Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Kelly is an adorable love-of-
your-life kitten that is looking 

for a home. He has a HUGE 
personality & is extremely 

affectionate. Kelly needs to be 
an only kitty for about 3 more 
months (we can explain more…) 

He is about 5 months old,  
is neutered & very healthy.  PUPPIES!!!  

We have 5 adorable puppies 
born September 24, 2012. 

They will grow to be medium-
large size. They will need 
homes where they receive 
lots of socialization. Their 

mom is an Airedale Terrier X 
& their dad is a Beagle X.  

 Spring is one special 
dog! She is a Shepherd 

mix that is about 5 years 
old. She is smart, playful, 

and seems to love  
absolutely everyone! 

Daisy is a charming Beagle 
X Setter who was born in 
March. She is a little shy, 

but sweet. She is very quiet 
inside, walks nicely on a 

leash & loves to play. Daisy 
should have a home with 

fencing & no kitties.  

KITTENS!!!  
We have 32 adorable  

kittens of all ages available 
for adoption. If you are 

interested please submit an 
application now! Ask about 

our buddy program!!!  

A Friend to All Animals 

Julio is a sweet Beagle X 
Miniature Pinscher that is 
about 2 yrs old. He gets 
along great with other 

dogs, cats & children. He 
LOVES to play and would 
love a family of his own!  

Middleburg  
Humane Foundation 
mhfdtn@earthlink.net   
(540) 364-3272 
middleburghumane.com 

Joker is the sweetest,  
most special bunny  

you will ever meet! He  
is 1 year old, litter box  

trained, very social, enjoys  
attention, likes being held 

& loves cats! He would 
make a great companion  

as an indoor bunny.  

 

Albert P. Clark

It’s hard for me to talk about what’s 
going on in my life, but I think it’s 
best to write from the heart. Basi-
cally, one of the dogs in my family 

is sick. Tucker, the Whippet, has a very 
aggressive form of skin cancer caused 
by the sun. At this point, he has had se-
rious surgery and chemotherapy. More 
surgery is next.

We don’t know if Tucker will 
be okay. We just don’t know. What we 
do know is that he’s happy to be here. 
He still wags his tail and plays when 
he feels like it and gives way too many 
kisses with his pointy nose. His eyes are 
still bright – maybe even more so now. 
For Tucker, every day is still a gift.

Watching him reminds me of 
why I’m proud to be a dog. Each morn-
ing of my life, I wake up 100% ready 
to greet the day. I’m definitely no spring 
chicken, but I guess I didn’t get the 
memo, because I still act like a puppy 
when daylight breaks. 

My people are actually kind of 
annoyed with me about this. When I 
wake up, I think everybody in the house 
should be awake, so I make it happen. 
It’s very nice of me, and I can never fig-
ure out why everybody grouses about it. 
I mean, what sane being would want to 
miss one second of one glorious sunrise 
on this planet? It makes me wonder if 
my people understand the gift of a new 
day the way I do … the way Tucker 
does … the way all dogs do.

Not only do we know how to 
wake up with gratitude, we also know 
how to make the most of our days. 
We’re really appreciative of the simple 
things: a small treat, the chance to play, 
a gentle pat on our heads. When we’re 
happy, our tails wag our entire body and 
our eyes literally smile.

I’m bringing this up because the 
holidays are here, which means it’s the 
perfect time to be thankful. And yet, I 
think people have a really hard time un-
derstanding how to be. They get caught 
up in their busy schedules and forget 
to smell the roses. They don’t remem-
ber that every day with loved ones is a 
luxury. They forget about gratitude as a 
way of life.

I’m not talking about being 
thankful in the typical ways. I’m talk-
ing about realizing that there is only one 
true gift. The gift is in the being here. 
The gift is in being at all. 

When I enthusiastically an-
nounce the arrival of morning, I’m not 
just asking for breakfast or telling ev-
eryone that I have to go outside. Yes, I 
need those things too, but if one listens 
closely, there’s something else in my 
bark. It’s the unmistakable joy of being 
able to greet the day; to see Tucker’s 
bright eyes; and to know that all of us 
have more time.

I hope Tucker’s going to be here 
for a long, long time. He’s skinny and 
weird looking and I used to love pester-
ing him to no end when I was a little 
peanut of a pup. He took it all in stride 
and tried to show me then what he’s try-
ing to show me now: how to live life to 
the fullest no matter what nips at your 
heels.

This holiday season, it might be a 
good idea to give the people and pets in 
your family a little extra love and atten-
tion. Every day is a brand new chance to 
be with them. What a gift indeed.

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, is 
Chairman of the Board of Wylie Wagg, a 
shop for dogs, cats, and their people, in 
Middleburg, Fairfax, Falls Church and 
Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes with 
four-legged friends.

“Chef Tom Kee and company strike just the right balance”
—Washington Post Magazine

TOM KEE
Head Chef

6478 Main Street
The Plains, Virginia 20198
540-253-5644
www.railstoprestaurant.com

Lunch wed through sat, 11-3, 
Brunch sun, 10-3

Stop in and Try Our
 New Lunch Menu

For reservations call 540-253-5644

Soup & Salads
Today’s Soup - Cup...$4.25     Bowl...$6.25

Chili - Cup $6,25     Bowl $8.25

Small Mixed Green Salad ...$4.75
with Orange, Brie and Pecans& Sherry Vinaigrette

Asian Salad ... $7.75
      With Soba Noodles, Julienne Vegetables & 

Thai Peanut Dressing 
Add Grilled Chicken, Salmon or Pork...$13.75     

Salmon Nicoise...$15.75
      Mixed Greens with Grilled Salmon Fillet, Boiled 

Potato, Hard Boiled Egg, French Beans, Tomato, 
Black Olive and a Garlic Vinaigrette

and Choice of Dressing                                               

Warm Spinach Salad with Scallops... $14.75
     with Sauteed Mushrooms, Smoked Bacon and a 

Balsamic Vinaigrette  

House Smoked Trout Salad ... $10.25
with Mixed Greens, Capers, Chives 

and a Lemon Vinaigrette

Sides
$2.75 each or 3 for $7.75
House Made Potato Chips                                         

Grilled Vegetable Couscous
  Blue Cheese Potato Salad

  Hand Cut French Fries
  Macaroni and Cheese 
Vegetable of the Day

Cole Slaw  

Sandwiches & Entrees
served with your choice of one side

House Smoked Turkey Reuben 
on House Made Wheat Bread

     with Sauerkraut, Swiss Cheese 
and Russian Dressing .. $10.25                                                 

Grilled Asian Pork Sandwich ith Asian Slaw, 
Bok Choy and a Hoisin Vinaigrette...$6.50

Grilled Fresh Fish Club on Potato Roll with 
Smoked Bacon and Pesto Mayonnaise...$9.75  

                                                           
Rail Stop Burger... $9.75

Bacon, Cheddar Cheese, Grilled Onion, Lettuce, 
Tomato& Sliced Dill Pickles on a Potato Roll 

Roasted Eggplant Open Face Sandwich...$8.75
 with 4 Cheeses, Marinara, 

Pesto and Parmesan

Three Cheese Quesadilla... $7.25
with  Roasted Peppers, Scallions, Jack Cheese, 
Cheddar,  Queso Fresco, Lime Cream, Smoked 

Tomato Salsa & Avocado Salsa
With Chicken...$8.75

With Steak...$9.25

These Items may be ordered undercooked. Consum-
ing raw or undercooked meats, poultry, seafood, 

6478 Main Street, The Plains, VA ~ www.railstoprestaurant.com

My
Gift

to 
You!

~ Peace on Earth ~

Mon.-Sat. 10 to 5
8393 W. Main Street • Marshall, VA 20115 • 540.364.1221

www.hauteonline.com • hautefabrics@gmail.com

10% Off
All 

In-stock 
Items

Expires 12/31/12

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

SHE 5789/5-12
Fauquier

At
Canine College.
you won’t come home 
from vacation to  a bill 
padded with “extras.”

We offer a flat fee –
Boarding $30 a day –

so that the only surprise 
waiting for you

at pickup is a better be-
haved dog!

Sure, it was a great vacation...
But those mini-bar fees...outrageous!

WHETHER FOR ONE DAY OR FOR AN
ENTIRE VACATION –

The dog you pick up will behave better than the
one you dropped off! We Guarantee it!

www.JaymesCanineCollege.com

I hear they have new 
“digs” at Canine College. 

Check it out!

www.MiddleburgGroomer.com
(540) 687-5119

11 W. Federal Street
Middleburg, Virginia  20117

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

Be Sure To Book Your Holiday Appointments Early!

Give the Gift of Music for Christmas!

Private Instruction & Classes available for all ages
Convenient locations in Upperville, Aldie, 

Middleburg, Purcellville & The Plains

REGISTER NOW  540-592-3040
piedmontmusic@aol.com • www.piedmontmusic.org

CMSP is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization
serving Northern Virginia since 1994.

The Community Music School
of the Piedmont

 Deck the Halls  with Boughs of Holly! ! !
Need some help preparing for your Holidays?

Let us lend you a hand....
   Seasonal Decorating and Party Planning, 

Home Refinement,Florals, Photos & More....
 Forget-Me-Nots     571-218-5901

 Fa la la la la.....la la la la! ! !
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Where Small is Big

Bruce Smart
 

Purple’s pre-election column ob-
served that the first effort of the Presi-
dent elected should be to work to restore 
civility and collegiality to the legislative 
process. It now falls to President Obama 
to lead in that effort.

The electoral map shows that his 
victory came principally in coastal states 
– From Maine down to Virginia, plus 
Florida in the east, and the entire west 
coast – Washington, Oregon and Cali-
fornia. Add the lake states of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan and Ohio 
– Hiawatha’s “shining big sea water” - 
and you surely have a victory “from sea 
to shining sea.” But with a politically 
divided Congress, none of the nation’s 
problems can be solved unilaterally by 
one party. We must pull together, or we 
will condemn our nation and our chil-
dren to second class status – Greece, if 
you need an example.

An immediate problem is the 
continuing deficit, resulting in a huge 

national debt, now symbolized by the 
so-call “fiscal cliff” coming due on 
January 1st. The lame duck Congress 
will probably “kick the problem down 
the road” to the new Congress to be 
convened in January, because effective 
solutions to our financial problems will 
take time to design and negotiate , even 
in a collegial atmosphere.

Here’s how Purple sees that pro-
cess. Both parties will have to give. En-
titlement costs must be cut, especially in 
health care. There are current military 
expenses that are not required; after all, 
we now spend as much on defense as 
the combined total of the next 15 na-
tions. And there are plenty of earmarks 
and subsidies we can live without.

But Purple’s arithmetic says that 
savings alone won’t do it; we will have 
to raise taxes. Many Republicans, at 
the instigation of an unelected partisan, 
have pledged never to do so. Their lead-
ership must persuade some Republican 
members to renege on that pledge, and 
honor their oath of office to put America 

first.
We have seemingly intractable 

problems with immigration reform, cli-
mate change, education, basic research, 
the corrupting influence of anonymous 
money in political campaigns. Those 
will only get worse if we lack the politi-
cal will to design and implement politi-
cally painful remedies now. Then there 
are foreign policy matters such as Iran, 
Syria, and Israel-Palestine.

Fortunately, we in this area have 
a Congressional delegation that seems 
able and willing to help. Frank Wolf 
is a veteran Republican Congressman 
who has had the good sense to avoid 
any pledges re taxes. While Purple has 
disagreed with him on climate, he is a 
man who listens and can be influential 
in the Republican caucus which has to 
be reviewing its future policies. Sena-
tor Mark Warner, a shining star in the 
Democrat-controlled Senate, has al-
ready shown himself to be a consensus 
-seeker. And Senator-elect Tim Kaine 
told Purple a month ago that, if elected, 

Editor’s Desk

I m a g i n e 
Middleburg with its 
very own McDonalds, 
Wendy’s, Taco Bell and 
(be still my heart) a 
Sheetz.

Visualize strip mall 
convenience, stores like 
everyone else has, and 
(be still my heart II) 
the 24/7 high-intensity-
lighting sky-glow that 
only a 1,000-car black-
top parking lot can pro-
vide.

Think about all the 
advantages of banishing 
the “country” . . . with 
all that grass, all those 
pesky birds, insects and 
free-wheeling mam-
mals large and small 
(not to mention all that 
scary “emptiness”) . . . 
.to a respectable five or 
ten mile distance from 
town.

Think no dogs al-
lowed. Think no horses 
allowed. Think no out-
doors allowed.

Imagine a “normal” 
Christmas parade, with-
out fox hunters, horses, 
dogs, cub scouts, corgis, 
or the Town Council in a 
hay wagon . . . held IN-
SIDE.

Sound grim?
Think small, cool, 

and collected . . . and 
shop here first.

Shop all the lo-
cal merchants, restau-
rants, retailers and ser-
vices providers who 
make Middleburg . . . 
Middleburg.

Happily, they make 
it easy.

Our local business-
people know what we 
like, make it easy to find 
and a pleasure to pur-
chase.

They also stay on 
top of what other people 
like, bring the best of it 
here, and make us the 
center of an extraordi-
nary special and region-
al celebration.

Shopping in 
Middleburg is ALWAYS 
new and different . . . 
but, is some indescrib-
able way, its always . . . 
Middleuburg.

November and De-
cember will either make 
or break nearly every 
small retailer . .. includ-
ing our own.

Let’s make sure our 
first loyalty as shoppers 
this year is to the people 
who make our town the 
special place that it is.

Shop big. Shop of-
ten. Shop Local. 

From Sea to Shining Sea
Purple

Letters
To The Editor:

We began reading with inter-
est the editorial entitled “Red Sky.” 
However, by the time we finished, 
our interest had changed to disgust. 

We are the owners of the boat 
Red Sky and take great exception to 
the aforementioned editorial.  First, 
the writer based the core argument 
of his editorial and associated po-
litical conversion on a foundation-
ally wrong set of assumptions at our 
expense. Second, he demonstrated 
a clear bias focused on judgmental 
beliefs of what constitutes a “show 

of wealth” from the guise of having 
some sort of position of knowledge 
or other high-minded self-imposed 
arrogance of a “better person”.  Third, 
the thrust of his editorial amounted to 
an assassination of our character.  

We have nothing to do with the 
hedge fund business, nor participate 
in tax evasion.  Instead, we are faith-
ful, proud, and hard working Ameri-
can citizens, who always lawfully 
pay our fair share of taxes, employ 
many people, have created wealth for 
others, and contribute our time and 
resources generously to many nation-
al and international charitable causes.

There is a great deal of beauty 
and responsibility in having the right 
to exercise freedom of speech and 
expression thereof.  There is also 
a down-side to this precious right 
as is evidenced by the individual 
who abused it in order to promote 
his self-serving narrow-minded 
views.  Should the original editorial 
author have done a little more home-
work and not lazily run with the input 
from a lone tradesman on a dock, he 
might have realized that his informa-
tion was 100% incorrect.

The Owners of Red Sky    

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Advertising Deadline
November 30th  

for 
December 13th Issue

540.687.3200

Thrillrides-4-U  
330 sales with a 100% feeback

let me turn your cars , horse trailers, 
farm equipment into cash ! 

i can sell just about anything ! 
LocaL or refenrences avaLabLe upon request

For more inFormation please 
email me thrillrides4u@Gmail.com 

or call chris 703-220-6123

Your LOCAL one call does it all for your Satelite TV, Internet

540-905-2454
Authorized Installer for

DirecTV & exede
Innovative web acceleration technology

             *Up to 12 Mbps download speed *Up to 3 Mbps 
upload speed *10 gigabyte monthly allowance

$54.99 per month 

Cell phone Boosters ~ Wi-Fi Internet 
Set-up & Configuration of Home Networks

We at SAT-MAN Communications practice EXCELLENT 
customer service while

GUARANTYING your 100% satisfaction with every job
WWW.SAT-MAN.COM  SATMAN@SAT-MAN.COM

SAT-MAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
P.O. BOX 478, Marshall, VA 20116

This month the Ec-
centric welcomes a new 
“Red” columnist, James 
Morgan.  Jim works at 
the State Department, is a 
Marine, a member of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Mosby Heritage Area As-
sociation, and a respected 
historian (the author, by 
all accounts,  of the defini-
tive work on the Battle of 

Ball’s Bluff).    We also 
return this month to the 
approach that launched 
Red vs Blue.  Each month 
Jim and Dan Morrow will 
write on the same topic, 
without either having first 
seen what the other has 
written.   We hope you will 
enjoy both the tone and 
substance of their monthly 
exchanges.    

Editor’s Note: 

Tom Pratt

The election is over, thank 
goodness, and we will no longer 
have to suffer the bombardment of 
political ads especially for those of 
us here in states considered swing or 
important.

The amount of money spent 
was frankly disgusting and the only 
real winners were the paid media 
outlets who made a fortune.  I would 
love to hear from readers whether or 
not any of the ads actually made a 
difference in how you voted.

 We must overhaul the election 
process.  

There should be NO private 
or corporate funding of candidates.  
Elections should take six weeks not 
19 months; all qualified candidates 
should be given FREE AND EQUAL 
television time.  Elections would be 
decided on the merits of the candi-
dates and not on how much money 
you can raise and spend. 

If you agree, talk this up and 
let your representatives know how 
you feel, maybe we can start a move 
in that direction. 

The biggest losers this time 
around were Carl Rove and his bil-
lionaire PAC fund contributors, the 
extreme religious right and the Tea 
Party. 

The most unfortunate losers 
were those moderate and old fash-
ioned Republicans whose party has 
been stolen from them by the extrem-
ists.

 I must say I was very, very 
happy to see Rove and his investors 
take such a huge hit.  I hope it proves 
that money and advertising (much of 
it false) will not win out and fool the 
American people.  

Intellect and integrity have 
returned to the American public fol-
lowing the lapses during the disas-
trous two Bush elections.

It has been interesting to hear 
the right wing pundits trying to ex-
plain how and why the party lost. 

 Bill (I call him O’Really!) 
said that those who voted for Obama 
where those who needed something 
and were convinced that Obama 
would give it to them.  He was ac-
tually referring to welfare and other 
social programs, but he was right in 
that need did play a part in the reelec-
tion of Obama and other Democratic 
and Independent Congressional win-
ners.  

We need the freedom to mar-
ry the person we love regardless of 
gender. If you are a woman you need 
freedom to make your own choices 
about your body. We need assurance  
that organizations such as Planned 
Parenthood  and Public Broadcasting 
will not be federally defunded.  Con-
gress needs to be free from men who 
minimize and try to define rape as 
something other than a violent event. 

 We need people such as Eliza-
beth Warren to take on the corpora-
tions who are far too powerful and 
whose influence is destroying this 
country. Although not perfect, we 
need to be free from a president who 
would make it a priority to repeal the 
first health care act ever passed in 
this country. 

Now that Obama has been 
safely reelected we cannot be com-
placent and let him have his way if 
we disagree.  We must push for a bet-
ter policy on immigration.  

We must strongly object to his 
drone program where Americans are 
targeted and killed just because they 
are suspects, and where hundreds of 
innocent civilians are killed and in-
jured. 

We have to keep pushing for 
Single Payer Medicare for all, be-
cause it is the best and most economi-
cal method of ensuring all Americans 
are covered.  

The war on poverty must con-
tinue. 

I would like to make a point 
that I have not heard from anyone in 
the press.  I contribute much of the 
success the Democrats had this time 
around to the Occupy Movement, 
they showed that regular Americans 
could make a difference no matter 
how small or insignificant we feel.  

Remember, it was Occupy 
who made giants like Bank of Amer-
ica cancel a planned rise in rates, they 
made us aware that true grassroots 
organizing can and does make a dif-
ference.  

The Occupy Movement is not 
in the press as much as they were 
at the height of their movement but 
they are very much alive in smaller 
communities around the country and 
around the world………so kudos to 
all you occupiers who helped turn 
this country around and get on a bet-
ter and more fair track.

Hypocrisy

Abortion
Daniel Morrow

For an old man to write on a 
topic that is best left (like the right 
to choose) to women is arguably both 
unwise and arrogant.

What makes it necessary, 
however, is that old men, most of 
them wealthy, old, white lawyers, 
have been both unwise and arrogant 
enough to legislate on the matter.

Worse still, they legislated 
in ways that were so fundamentally 
misguided, unjust, and dangerous 
that the courts had to be called on to 
protect the rights of innocent women 
against their own representatives.

Sadly, the misguided, unjust 
and dangerous assault on those rights 
continues, and until more of us come 

to our senses, the courts will remain 
the last all-too-fragile bulwark of jus-
tice.

Ancient rhetoric continues to 
be used in the right’s ongoing ef-
forts to re-impose old injustices and 
further restrict women’s inalienable 
right to make their own decisions 
about their own bodies.

Our Conservative friends like 
to say Liberals, male and female,  
“favor” abortion.  

Nothing could be farther from 
the truth.

The ideal, for most of us, is to 
do everything in our power to make 
abortions as rare as possible and as 
safe as possible.  

The only way to do that, of 
course, is to keep them legal.

If you doubt that ask one of us 
old enough to remember what hap-
pened when abortion was illegal.

Perhaps the most powerful 
argument trotted out by those who 
would make abortion once more il-
legal and unsafe, is the notion that 
an abortion is the moral equivalent 
of murder.

The irony there is that many if 
not all of them clearly don’t believe 
what they’re arguing.

They swear they believe “life” 
is sacred, but happily approve of roll-
ing the dice whenever the death pen-
alty is imposed.

“Collateral damage” they will 
argue, whether in Hiroshima, or 
Dresden, or Afghanistan, is absolute-
ly “justifiable” on the grounds of “the 

James Morgan

During his 1858 debates with 
Abraham Lincoln, Senator Stephen 
Douglas said, “whoever wants slav-
ery has a right to have it.”  Doug-
las owned no slaves himself and 
disapproved of the institution: “We 
have prohibited it in Illinois (and) 
I think we have done wisely.”  In 
other words, Stephen Douglas was 
pro-choice; personally opposed but 
didn’t want to impose his views on 
others.  As to the morality of the prac-
tice, Douglas said, “you must allow 
the people to decide for themselves 
whether it is a good or an evil.”  

Sound familiar?
Douglas’ view of “choice” was 

to the slave as today’s version is to 
the unborn child.  In each case, the 
individual with the most at stake has 
the least to say about it.  In each case, 
an entire group of people is classed 
as sub-human or, in the words of the 
Dred Scott decision, “a subordinate 
and inferior class of beings (with) no 
rights or privileges but such as those 
who held the power and the Govern-
ment might choose to grant them.” 

Indeed, how else could the ac-
tions against slaves or unborn chil-
dren possibly be justified except by 
denying their humanity?  And, in 
each case, the “pro-choice” argument 
uses the language of freedom and 
constitutional rights.  Lincoln rightly 
called that “a specious and fantastic 

arrangement of words by which a 
man can prove a horse chestnut to be 
a chestnut horse.”

A woman should be able to do 
as she sees fit with her own body, but 
not with someone else’s body.  And 
there’s the rub.  There are two dis-
tinct human beings involved in an 
abortion.  Unfortunately, the law has 
declared one of them to be “subor-
dinate and inferior” and having “no 
rights or privileges.”  

In both “Dred Scott v. Sand-
ford” and “Roe v. Wade,” the U.S. 
government effectively claimed the 
right to redefine the meaning of “hu-
man.”  Each time, it virtually erased 
an entire category of human beings 
from existence.  How can anyone ap-
prove of such an outrageous assertion 
of power? 

Abortion supporters like to 
insist that the beginning of life is a 
purely religious question, beyond the 
competence of the state to decide, 
and therefore out of bounds for the 
purpose of making public policy.  But 
this is a dodge, an attempt to discredit 
pro-lifers by portraying them as reli-
gious extremists.  

So when does life begin?  As 
anyone who has taken high school 
biology should know, life begins at 
conception.   Insects, starfish, rep-
tiles, birds, cats, humans, name the 
species.   Though there is a religious 
component to it in discussions of the 
soul, the beginning of life is explain-

able by science without reference to 
religion at all regardless of how des-
perate abortion supporters are to dis-
miss it as a “merely” religious issue.  
It is not a matter of religion (still less 
of politics), but of biology.  And with 
medical science allowing unborn ba-
bies to survive ex utero ever earlier, it 
is becoming more and more obvious 
that science is on the side of life. The 
extremists are those who deny this. 

Defenders of slavery and 
abortion also are alike in their use 
of code words to hide the brutal re-
alities which they are defending.  
Slaves were “servants.”  Abortion is 
“choice.”  Slavery was the South’s 
“peculiar institution.”  Abortion is 
“reproductive health.”  Both slav-
ery and abortion were declared by 
the Supreme Court to be constitu-
tional rights of the people though, of 
course, “the people” did not include 
those whose lives were most affected 
by the decisions.  In short, “choice” 
is a smokescreen and abortion is no 
more a proper object of personal 
choice than slavery was.   

The legal, organized, and 
systematic killing of innocent and 
defenseless human beings is simply 
barbaric.   We should be as ashamed 
of it as we now are of slavery.  Those 
who oppose it are not the extremists.  
We deny no one’s legitimate rights.  
We simply recognize the difference 
between horse chestnuts and chest-
nut horses.

Blue

Red

Dear Editor:

As we all know, Thanksgiving is 
a time to reflect and give thanks to 
the people and events that have en-
riched our lives. On an equally im-
portant, but smaller scale, my wife, 
my daughter, and I do this every 
night at the dinner table. We each 
discuss our lowest point and high-
est point of the day, three things we 
are grateful for, and one thing we are 
proud of. During the last few months, 
our nightly talks have had a common 
theme centered on the biggest shift 
in our lives this year… our move to 
Middleburg.

When you transplant a ma-
ture tree, one of the main concerns 
is shock. Much of the tree’s root 
system - and therefore its ability to 
thrive and stand on its own - is lost 
in the move. The tree often requires 
not only physical support, but careful 
nurturing until it can adapt to the soil 
and climate where it is planted. It is 
not much different when you trans-
plant a family that has established 
roots in a community.

My wife and I lived in Prince 
William County for nine years be-
fore we moved to Middleburg. We 
lived for all of those years in the 
same house - the house where I pro-

posed to her, where we brought our 
only daughter home from the hos-
pital, where we started a business, 
and where we suffered hardships and 
experienced joys with family and 
friends. But also during that time, we 
were married in Middleburg, made 
many day trips to the area, and fell 
deeply in love with its bucolic pace 
of life and natural beauty.

Nevertheless, our move was 
in many ways a leap of faith. The 
great unknowns were not whether we 
would be living in a beautiful part of 
the country - you know before you 
transplant your tree that it will not 
be an eyesore, or else you wouldn’t 
move it. Our main concerns before 
relocating were of landing here de-
cade. d - when you’of town at the last 
minute, for whether, as people with 
busy professional and social lives, 
we would need to spend months or 
years building close friendships; 
whether our daughter would smooth-
ly adjust to her new school and social 
environment; and whether we would 
have anyone to turn to for advice on 
doctors or babysitters, to let out our 
dog when we were running late, to 
help set up chairs and tables for a 
birthday party, or any of a thousand 
acts of kindness you receive - or no 
longer need - when you’ve been in 

one place for nearly a decade.
I cannot express how deeply 

misplaced our concerns were. From 
the day we arrived, the people of 
the Middleburg community, and es-
pecially The Hill School, opened up 
their hearts and their homes to us in 
the most amazing ways. We did not 
have to slowly earn our way into the 
community - which, having grown 
up in a small town, I know can take 
ages. We were greeted so warmly, 
we were quickly engaged by people 
who were truly interested in getting 
to know us, and we were invited to 
participate in their community and in 
their lives with no hesitation or res-
ervations. And for that we are filled 
with gratitude.

So, during this time of thanks, 
we wish to thank everyone here for 
making us feel welcome. Thank you 
for your generosity, hospitality, and 
warmth. Thank you for your spirit 
of friendship and community. And 
thank you for convincing me and my 
family that we made the best decision 
of our lives in moving here.

Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy Thanksgiving to all.

The Quinn Family

greater good.”
Soldier’s sacred lives, they 

argue, may, with justice, be sacri-
ficed for even less cause, for tactical 
advantage, in hopeless actions, in 
unjust wars, at the whim of ticket-
punching officers.

Yet, they argue, the notion that 
some “greater good” may be served 
by not allowing a pregnancy to reach 
the point of viability, is criminal or 
worse. 

Rape?  Incest?  The mother’s 
life?  Deformity?  A lifetime of pain 

and suffering?  Mental and physical 
agony?  Human, social, and econom-
ic costs beyond reckoning?

Those things pale into insig-
nificance, our Red friends argue.

We don’t think so, and most 
women agree.

his first act would be to seek out a Re-
publican colleague with whom he could 
build a bridge across the political divide. 
It does not hurt that Tim is a former 
Chairman of the Democratic Party and 
a friend of the President.

So Purple is optimistic, buoyed 
by Garrison Keillor’s post-election pro-
gram last weekend. Garrison had his 
neighbors from Lake Woebegon sing-

ing old time national favorites, bringing 
tears of hope to my eyes as they sang:

“O beautiful for patriot dream, 
that sees beyond the years, Thine alabas-
ter cities gleam, undimmed by human 
tears! America! America! God shed his 
grace on thee, And crown thy good with 
brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.”

Purple prays the Americans in 
Congress were listening. 
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Daniel Morrow

Saving Tom Blackburn

When Jim Massie finally the 
side of the man who had gone 
down during the “scuffle” he’d 
witnessed,  he found him lying 
“slightly twisted,” on his left side, 
with his head resting in a deep rut 
in the Nelson Street mud.

He was still alive.

“He made no moan or groan,” 
Massie later testified, “but there 
was a gurgling, snuffling noise 
made in his breathing . . .  like a 
man with his mouth and nose full 
of something.”

The lower half of the downed 
man’s  face was covered in blood, 
Massie remembered.  In the shad-
ows it looked “black, as though he 
wore whiskers.”  

“Hoping to prevent him from 
strangling in his own blood,” 
Massie grabbed his right arm and 
pulled until his head was out of the 
rut.

Massie then “called to him 
and asked who he was,” but “he 
gave no sign of consciousness.” 

“I believe some one is killed 
here!”  Massie muttered to whom-
ever might be listening, and then 
began to shout, “Help!  Help!”

A “tall gentleman in citizen’s 
clothes” was the first to reach 
Massie’s side.  

When this unidentified civil-
ian asked what was the matter, 
Massie said he told him, “Some 
man is killed here!’ or something 
to that effect.   

Much to Massie’s distress, 

the “tall gentleman” at that point 
made “an exclamation of horror 
and ran off.”

Massie turned again to what 
he now saw was a very badly 
wounded man, and tried to get him 
to sit up.  

Only then, he said, did he no-
tice the victim’s overcoat with its 
distinctive cloak and brass but-
tons, and realized at once the man 
was a Cadet.  

Then, as soon as he could 
see man’s face he  “recognized 
the features of Cadet Blackburn” 
whom he “knew very well.”

“A tall cadet and another gen-
tleman then came up,” and Mass-
ie, said  “informed them that I be-
lieved some one had killed Cadet 
Blackburn, and requested them to 
go for a physician.”

The cadet immediately set off 
“to fetch, a physician.”

Another “gentleman” wear-
ing the dark blue uniform and cap 
of a VMI musician was next on 
the scene.  

Though never precisely iden-
tified, he was, no doubt, A. V. 
Bancker, the VMI drummer, or 
one of his two sons.  The three 
comprised the entire VMI “band” 
and had been hired some five 
years earlier to replace “Mike” 
and “Ruben”, two slaves who had 
provided martial music for the ca-
det corps during it’s first decade. 

Bancker recognized Black-
burn immediately, “and stooping 
down near him called his name 
loudly several times.”

“There was no answer,” 
Massie later testified, though 
Blackburn was still alive and “the 
gurgling sound continued.”

Bancker then took Blackburn 
by the shoulders while Massie 
hung on to his right arm, and to-
gether they dragged him a few 
yards, then up and onto some hay 
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110 East Washington Street
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Middleburg, Virginia 20118
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Clifton
Berryville, Virginia  •  $6,900,000

Classical Revival home, ca. 1834 • Perfectly proportioned •
12 1/2' ceilings • 25' front columns • 4 BR, 3 1/2 BA • Award
winning historic renovation 1990 • Pool • Two tenant hous-
es • Spectacular views of the Blue Ridge • 411 acres
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Montview
Marshall, Virginia  •  $2,295,000

Prime Fauquier County location in the heart of Orange County Hunt •
39.94 acres • Brick home completely updated • 3 BR with master suite
on main level • 2 full & 2 half BA • 2 FP • 2 car garage • Flagstone
terrace • 8 stall center aisle barn • Board fencing • Mountain views
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Meadowbrook Court
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $439,000

Immaculate end unit town home feels like a private cottage •
Completely renovated • New kitchen & baths • New roof • Elegant
living room with wood burning FP • Built in book shelves • Private
terrace & landscaped garden • Perfectly turn key • No maintenance
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Mountain View
The Plains, Virginia  •  $1,600,000

Excellent location • 26.53 acres • Pastures & woods •
Hilltop setting • 2 spring fed ponds • Recently renovated •
3-4 bedrooms • 3 baths • 2 fireplaces • Country kitchen •
Stone floors on main level • Attached conservatory
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Fox Hollow
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $875,000

Prime Fauquier County location • Main house circa 1790,
addition in 1985 • 5 BR, 3 1/2 BA, 4 FP • Spring fed pond •
Guest/tenant house • Workshop • Property suitable for hors-
es • Miles of trails • 12.97 acres
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $3,750,000

c. 1889 masterpiece • Stunning site is unmatched in the region • 15 acres amidst 400
protected acres • Main house has 3 BR, amazing kitchen, limestone floors, mahogany
doors, 4 FP • 3 BR guest cottage • 2 BR carriage house • Charming guest quarters •
Great location, stunning views, exquisite detail • Rare find, fantastic value
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Lime Kiln Road
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $549,000

Wonderfully maintained; open floor plan; first-floor master
suite • 4BRs, 3.5BAs, fireplace, well-appointed kitchen •
Perfect full-time or weekend home across from historic Goose
Greek • Minutes from Leesburg, Middleburg, major DC routes
Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Lions Lane
Boyce, Virginia  •  $1,490,000

109 mountain top acres • Unbelievable western views •
Hunters’ paradise • 3 bedrooms • 2 fireplaces • Gourmet
kitchen • 3 car garage • Energy efficient
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Marley Grange
Millwood, Virginia  •  $2,600,000

Understated elegance • Finely appointed 5600+ sq. ft. home
built in 1997 on 75 acres in a private and secluded setting •
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 half baths • 10 stall barn • 224 ft. x
128 ft. blue stone ring • Excellent horse facility and ride-out
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Chestnut Street
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $399,900

4 BR home in village of Middleburg • New first floor master suite w/extensive
built in bookshelves & closets • Major renovations include new siding •
New roof • New kitchen & new furnace • Great millwork, trim & finishes
w/natural light throughout • Large 1/4 acre lot w/mature plantings
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Reliance Road
Middletown, Virginia  •  $2,875,000

French Provencal • 158.84 acres • 5-6 Bedrooms • 5 1/2 Baths •
3 Fireplaces • Gourmet Kitchen • Exotic hardwood floors •
Terraced gardens • Koi pond • Frontage on Crooked Run • Also
available on 42.42 acres for $1,750,000
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,900,000

Near Foxcroft School • Understated elegance prevails • Grand stone pavilion and 5 BR c.
1830 Virginia farmhouse. • Built of native field stone & antique Honduran mahogany
floors • Extensive millwork • Extraordinary structure serves as a banquet room, pool house,
greenhouse & guest quarters • Large spring fed pond • Beautiful setting • 103 acres
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

The Middleburg Business & Professional 
Association and the Pink Box 

invite you to enjoy a town tradition and kick- off 
to your Christmas in Middleburg weekend

the 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Friday, November 30th 

5:00 p.m.

Please join us in the 
Pink Box Garden 

(corner of Madison & Marshall) 
for the Lighting of the Town Christmas Tree 

Enjoy Holiday Music as well as
Hot Chocolate, Cider & Sweets

(Courtesy of Home Farm Store) 

Afterwards, at 6:15 pm, come to
The Hill School

for a special musical program presented by
A Place To Be

Happy Holidays!
The Middleburg Business & Professional Association

Pink Box

Pink Box 

The Blackburn Murder

White’s Corner in 1870.  Detail from a photograph, by Michael Miley, taken during the funeral of Robert E. Lee

scales, by which time, by Massie’s 
account, “some dozen persons had 
gathered around.”

No more than two or three 
minutes had passed since Massie 
had seen young Blackburn shoved, 
stagger and fall in the road.

For a short time, some said 
three to five minutes, the wounded 
cadet lay bleeding atop the hay 
scales.  

He was there, still alive,  
when Tom Taylor returned from 
the church and Kirkpatrick re-
turned with a doctor, 36-year-old 
Patrick H. Christian.  Dr. Christian 
had been born in Amherst County 
and, ironically,  was a relative, a 
second cousin,  of the man who 
had just stabbed Tom Blackburn.

Dr. Christian later testified 
he found Blackburn lying on the 
scales,  breathing “slowly and 
heavily” with blood “oozing] from 
mouth and nostrils.”  

After what seemed to Massie 
to be another four or five min-
utes,  Dr. Christian suggested that 
Blackburn be taken to his office.

Massie, however, didn’t think 
Blackburn would make it that far 
and suggested that he be taken, 
instead, to the “counting room” of 
White’s store, just steps away, on 
the corner of Nelson and Main. 

With Massie leading the way, 
Benton Taylor and several oth-
ers, helped carry Blackburn into 
a relatively sheltered area behind 
White’s store, and then toward the 
counting room door.  

Just as they got there Massie 
stumbled across one of White’s 
employees, a Mr. Gold, who had 
apparently been working on a 
Sunday evening and was caught in 
the process of locking the count-
ing room door behind him.  

Massie convinced Gold to un-
lock the door for him and stepped 
inside the counting room.

As soon as he looked around 
Massie realized the space was 
much too small for Doctor Chris-

tian’s or Blackburn’s needs.
Thus the laid Tom Blackburn 

“on the cellar cap by the counting 
room door, in an area “separated 
from the street by a high fence, 
gated, and protected from the ele-
ments by a shed roof.”

A unidentified cadet, sent for 
a lantern,  ran to McDowell’s Ho-
tel.

There in the hotel bar/of-
fice, he met the ever-present bar-
keeper and front-desk clerk, Hugh 
Laughlin.

Laughlin gave the cadet the 
lantern that hung at the front door 
at McDowell’s, and then followed 
him to White’s store..  

As soon as he arrived Laugh-
lin, later testified, he thought 
Blackburn was dying.

Massie, by this time,  was 
dead certain.

Blackburn lay helpless on the 
sloping cellar door, “ Massie said, 
“his mouth and nose full of blood . 
. . gasping . . . his eyes set.”

The arrival of the lantern set-
tled the matter for Doctor Chris-
tian.

When he finally got a good 
look at Blackburn, he quickly 
came to the same conclusion as 
Laughlin and Massie.  

“I saw a wound on his neck, 
on the left side, immediately be-
low the ear, and directly in the 
course of the carotid artery,” 
Christian later testified.  “I saw 
that Mr. Blackburn was dying, and 
believed that his death proceeded 
from cutting the carotid artery.”

Dr. Christian, nevertheless, 
went through the motions of try-
ing to save the boy.  

He requested that “stimulants 
be brought, and that another phy-
sician and instruments should be 
sent for.”   

He later admitted that he did 
so, not because he “thought they 
would be of service”  but because 
he “thought it proper.”
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