
Daniel Morrow

At a Valentine’s Day meeting Town 
Council expressed unanimous praise for 
the work of the Middleburg Police De-
partment in the wake of a string of bur-
glaries in western Loudoun and northern 
Fauquier counties.

By early January of this year law 
enforcement authorities in Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties had established what 
they believed to be clear connections be-
tween a string of no less than six burglar-
ies in the area. 

The perpetrators appeared to strike 
unoccupied homes and businesses, fo-
cusing their efforts on jewelry and elec-
tronic devices.  To date no violence has 
reported in any of the cases.  

On January 25 at a home just over 
the Fauquier County line on Halfway 
road, police reported that yet another bur-
glary attempt had been interrupted while 
still in progress.

At least two suspects fled the scene, 
one in a vehicle which was later found 
abandoned near town by Middleburg PD 
Senior Officer Mike Prince.

Officers from the Loudoun and 
Fauquier County Sheriffs’ Departments,  
and the Middleburg’s Police Chief and 
two officers soon converged on Federal 
Street in Middleburg, where a suspect, 
identified as Damian Scott Francis Fale-
ro, 29, of Farmville, Virginia, had been 
spotted.

By 9:00 PM on the 25th it was clear 
that Falero had managed to escape.  

That night a white, 2011, Chrysler 
van was stolen from a winery in nearby 
Fauquier.

The van was found and Falero was 
later arrested at a motel near Richmond.

The investigation and search for the 
other suspects in the crime spree contin-
ues. 

Chief Panebianco’s Middleburg 
force, he reports, has been on high alert. 

Both the Chief and his officers 
have been seen counseling concerned 
residents, doing extra checks of doors 
and windows after hours, and generally 
maintaining a high state of vigilance in a 
community in which unlocked doors had 
long been the norm.

A security briefing organized by the 
Chief for concerned citizens at Middle-
burg’s Community center on January 
31, featured presentations on security 
preparedness and question-and-answer 
sessions with officers familiar with the 
ongoing investigation.

At that session at least one 
Clarke County resident noted 
similar incidents reported there 
as early as October of last year.

In response to Council’s 
praise  Chief Panebianco was 
quick to credit officers the 

work of officers Prince and Fadely.
Panebianco had special praise for 

Senior Police Officer Mike Prince for his 
work in the investigation and apprehen-
sion of the perpetrator of an unrelated 
breaking and entering incident at a popu-
lar Middleburg flower shop.  According 
to Panebianco, the person arrested by 
Prince in that case has confessed and, at 
press time, charges were pending.

Water and Sewer Rates 
Council reacted positively to the pre-

sentation of a new comprehensive study 
by Edward Donahue and Eric Callocchia 
of the Municpal and Financial Services 
Group designed to help the Town insure 
that its rates for water and sewer services 
are “stable” and managed in a way that 
“fully recovers the costs of providing ser-
vices” and “appropriately allocates costs 
to customers.”

The fiscal year 2013 budget calls 
for the Town to spend nearly $305,000 
to provide water and some $366,000 to 
provide sewer services.

Major capital investments are rec-
ommended for the water system between 
2014 and 2018, the bulk of it for replac-
ing 2 and 4 inch water lines in Ridgeview, 
replacing old cast iron lines in Washing-
ton Street.  Capital improvements for the 
sewer system are projected at between 
$40,000 and $45,000 per year.

Large increases in demand for both 
water and sewer services are anticipated 
for fiscal year 2014, when the new Sala-
mander Inn and Spa is “projected to 
come on-line.”

The report recommended little or no 
changes in the average water rates, but a 
shift in cost to heavier users.  The recom-
mended minimum charge for consumers 
using 3,000 gallons or less per quarter 
is $46.76.  Nearly two-thirds of use and 
some  80% of water bill revenue is pro-
jected to come from customers who use 
between 3,000 and 30,000 gallons per 
quarter, at a rate of $11.91.  A third of 
water use and almost 5% of revenue is 
projected to come from heavy users, in 
excess of 30,000 gallons of purified wa-
ter per quarter.

Sewer rates, the report suggest, 
should rise steadily over the next four 
years, from a $38.13 minimum charge 
per quarter in FY 2013 to $48,55 in FY 
2017.

Rates for heavier users inside 
Middleburg, over 2,000 gallons per quar-
ter, should rise from $12.45 to $15.85 
over the same period.  The rates for sewer 
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Ayrshire Farm had a great surprise 
this week with the birth of this Scot-
tish Highland calf, the 17th born to a 
19-year-old cow (the equivalent of 110 
in cow years.) 

The average dairy cow gives birth 
to only 1.5 calves in a lifetime.

 The average beef cow lives only 9 

or 10 years and has an average of 7 or 
8 calves. 

This extraordinary arrival was ap-
parently the result of a secret rendez-
vous with a Scottish Highland bull. No 
one at Ayrshire Farm knew she was 
pregnant until last week.  Both mom 
and baby are doing well.

Surprise!
110-Year-Old Cow has 17th Calf
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Patrickswell lane – Marshall - Heritage FarM now available.  Fan-
tastic opportunity. rarely available large parcel. 296 acres. Zoned 
ra. potential easeMent credit. Main stucco House and 3 More tenant 
Houses. large pond. barn and views. FQ7935337

rail road house, BlueMont The RailRoad ConduCToR’s home-CiRCa 
1910- gorgeous setting witH babbling brook witH bridge and views oF 
countryside. gracious HoMe witH wood Floors, Moldings and tall ceil-
ings, Fireplaces, Modern kitcHen witH ss appliances. new batHrooMs 
and deluxe lower level ideal nanny/in law. village setting. 4 bed-
rooMs/2 Full/2 HalF batHs.

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$750,000 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

1 old winchester rd, Boyce  (land) beautiFul, Mostly open 80 +/- acre 
parcel witH 4 durs available Just outside tHe village oF boyce. aMaZing 
rolling pastoral views witH blue ridge Mountains to tHe east. land is not 
in easeMent. property can be subdivided into 4 lots.  a Must see!! 

dresden FarM lane – Middleburg - dresden FarM now available. tHis 
beautiFully Maintained 115 acre Horse FarM includes a circa 1785 5 
bedrooM Main House, a 12 stall belMont barn witH 8 paddocks, Heated 
waterers, a new generator and a separate tack rooM. tHere are 4 addi-
tional dwellings including newly renovated Managers House and guest
 House, extensive greenHouses, gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond.  

 BeaverdaM Bridge road ~ Purcellville ~outstanding 20 acre geM 
witH elevated, unobstructed views oF tHe blue ridge, bull run and 
cobbler Mountains, and surrounded by open land. lo7813318

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$6,833,300 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$4,900,000 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$749,900 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

703-408-4261 $444,444 scott rees

20596 airMont road – BlueMont - classic Fieldstone FarMHouse on 5 
open acres witH 7 stall barn,Full siZe dressage arena, views and adJa-
cent to MucH open space For ride out. beautiFully landscaped gardens 
pristinely Maintained. House is autHentic and original witH 4 stunning, 
Fplaces. , tin rooF, coMpletely renovated over tHe past 10 years, water 
and electricto barn w/ box stalls, Fencing. piedMont Hunt. lo7928777

snake hill rd– MiddleBurg 1850 georgian estate. 121 acres. 
traditional virginian Hunt country Manor. spacious & private 
8-bedrooM HoMe. gracious winding stairway & restored Hardwood 
Floors tHrougHout. long, tree-lined driveway, lake, 3 barns, 7 & 
24-stall. swiMMing pool and eQuine Heated exercise pool, outdoor 
arena. 4-board Fencing, 2 tenant Hses. 5 Minutes to Middlebug. i Hr 
dc. conservation easeMent.

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$2,600,000 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$699,000 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

 wynhurst ct – MiddleBurg -  outstanding 5 br 5.5 ba van Metre 
HoMe available w/ a Middleburg address! enJoy country views, and 
all tHe Modern aMenities one can Hope For only 5 Miles FroM Middle-
burg, 9.6 Miles FroM purcellville, and 19 Miles FroM leesburg.

703-606-6358 $3,930,000george roll

keyser rd, huMe: expert renovation w/HigH-end FinisHes & craFts-
MansHip. pool w/poolHouse, 5ac lake, stone Hardscape, gourMet kitcH, 
great Flow.2br 2ba guestHouse, centre aisle 8 stall stable, riding 
ring, great ride-out. 128.8 ac in 3 parcels; tHe 50.3 ac parcel May be 
purcHased separately.

2909 Millwood road – Millwood – soutH gate FarM,, a beautiFul 
turnkey Horse FarM, is located on tHe edge oF tHe cHarMing village oF 
Millwood. tHis uniQue property consists oF 126 acres oF priMe land in 
conservation easeMent designed to cater to tHe Horse and tHe Horse-
Man. a custoM stone and stucco HoMe built in 1999 witH no detail leFt 
unturned -- 4,300 sQuare Feet including a gourMet kitcHen, custoM 
Millwork tHrougHout, geotHerMal heating.  cl7939070 

703-509-4499 
540-270-3835

$2,999,000anne Mcintosh

Peter Pejacsevich

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835

$589,000 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

126 roseMont circle, Berryville cHarMing stone cape cod
located in tHe Historic village oF berryville. iMMaculately Main-
tained Forover 40 years. Hardwood Flooring tHrougHout, Master suit 
on Main level.spacious living rooM & dining rooM. yard boasts Ma-
ture trees witH anextensive boxwoods. stroll to restaurants, sHops 
and scHool. a Must see. 

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835 $292,000 

 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

1530 weston lane – MiddleBurg - lovely brick HoMe on 1.1 acres 
Just outside Middleburg - siZable Front and back yard - two car de-
tacHed garage - Flagstone patio - Mature trees and stone wall - 
large rec rooM in baseMent. Must see.

540-454-1399 
540-270-3835 $320,000

 scott Buzzelli 
Peter Pejacsevich

Cover Photo by
Meghan Blackburn
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THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

HigHFieLdS

tuRkey RooSt

Custom built Colonial on 10 acres with Blue Ridge
Mountain views. Chef ’s Kitchen w/ top of  the line
appliances, adjoining sun-filled Family Room with
Cathedral ceiling & double fireplace to Den,
Hardwood floors on 1st level, 3 fireplaces. Finished
basement w/Rec. Room & Guest Suite. 2-car garage
with office space or workout room above 4-stall barn,
tack room, wash stall, sheds & paddocks.  $1,379,000 

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

LiBeRty HaLL

SHeN. RiveR FaRM

turn-key horse farm.Dressage, show jumping &
cross country can be taught here on 18 acres and only
minutes from the I-81 & I-66 merger.Currently
leasing additional 15 acres for grazing for $1/year.
Dressage arena,220x100, Riding arena, 100x250 and
indoor 50x76. Brick Colonial (completely updated &
modernized) sits majestically on a knoll in a curve of
the Shenandoah River.                             $875,000

Susie ashcom (540) 729-1478

PReSqu’iSLe

Circa 1815s Grow a vineyard, shoot over your gun
dog or  become a hermit! sSited on a knoll over
the Hazel River  sRestored to its original elegance
sOrnate Plaster and Carved Mantels sFlemish
Bond 20” thick brick wallss 2 Barns s135
acressSeveral Tenant Houses sAcreage is made
up of  very rich soils and being actively farmed.                              

$1,865,000
Susie ashcom (540) 729-1478

aSPeN HiLL

Spacious stone & frame rambler on almost 2
acres! Open floor plan with Living Room with
gas fireplace, Dining area, Kitchen & Great Room
with floor to ceiling stone hearth. Master bedroom
suite with luxury master bath, sauna & private
deck. Filled with  windows, house opens in back
to enclosed garden area & pool. Fenced dog
pen and 2 car garage.                          $425,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

11 S. MadiSoN StReet

Commercial C2 Zoning in Middleburg, VA.
Central Business District. Prime location.
Detached, three level, mixed use. Retail with large
display windows on main level, 3 one bedroom
apartments on upper level, fully leased. English
basement-lower level leased as workshop.
Approx. 8000 Sq. Ft. Stone building, with 4
parking spaces.                                   $1,700,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

209 MaPLe StReet

Renovated rambler on quiet corner in Middleburg.
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, Gourmet eat-in Kitchen,
Granite counter tops, Stainless appliances, updated
Master bath, Spacious Living Room,  New carpet,
Finished basement with Recreation Room, Guest
Room suite with separate entrance. Huge fenced
in Backyard. Large Detached 2-car Garage. Easy
in town living. $315,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Lovely Stone and Stucco Farmhouse with Incredible
Views of the Blue Ridge Mountains s20+ acres
surrounded by Protected LandssMeticulous exterior
renovations include newly Re-Pointed Stonework, Metal
Roof, 2 Large Additions, Covered Porch, Basement,
Buried Electric, New Well and Septic sFully Fenced,
Mature Trees, Stone Walls, and Boxwoods sReady for all
your  interior finishes. New Shutters.                  $1,950,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

Custom built home on 50 acres with gorgeous
Mountain views. A European country feel  with
traditional Virginia details. Stucco, 3 Fireplaces, metal
roof  and flagstone porches. Open floor plan includes
Main Floor Master Bedroom, Chef ’s Kitchen,
Sunroom, 3 bedrooms on 2nd level and full walk-out
basement. Heated pool, two-car garage with one
bedroom apartment above.                        $2,499,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

New Pric
e

New Pric
e

New List
ing

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Robert Lawrence 
Krantz Sr.
Communication Systems Engineer

Robert L. Krantz Sr., 91, of Uni-
son, Virginia, born April 16, 1921, in 
New York City, NY, passed away peace-
fully on January, 26, 2013, at the Warren 
County Hospital in Front Royal, Virginia 
from a lengthy illness.

He was the only child of Frederick 
L. Krantz and Marietta Reirden Krantz. 
He spent his childhood living between 
New York City and Old Greenwich, CT. 

He graduated from Greenwich 
High School with the class of 1939 and 
later received his BA in Military Science, 
from the University of Maryland.

He was a member of the General 
Motors Parade of Progress until WWII 
began. At that time, at age 20, he enlisted 
in the Army Air Core and became a pilot.

He married Edna Ann Winters, 
from Providence, R.I., in Coffeyville, 
Kansas, while in the second phase of his 
flight training. 

His vast knowledge in defense 
communication systems allowed him to 
be a mentor to thousands of others work-
ing in the defense industry. He and most 
of his peers spent much time overseas 

in the company of the military, embassy 
staff, and other more covert arenas. It 
was for people like him that the nation 
today is a safer place to live than it was 
during the Cold War.

He enjoyed his retirement to the full-
est living on his farm in Unison, with his 
wife of 70 years, Edna Krantz, his herd 
of Black Angus and keeping his farm 
equipment operational. He stayed active 
and involved with the Loudoun County 
Library Foundation, The Loudoun 
County Hospital Sale ( in charge of elec-
tronics ), Election Polls, reading, writing 
his autobiography and spending many 
hours each day on his computers keep-
ing informed and in touch with his many 
friends around the world.

He is survived by his wife of 70 
years, Edna Ann Winters Krantz, daugh-
ter Joyce W. Westfall of Unison, VA., her 
daughter Andrea Fonash and her three 
daughters, Amelia Fonash, Penelope 
Fonash, Isabella Fonash all of Chester 
Springs, PA., her son Chad Westfall and 
his wife Morgen Westfall of Pottsville, 
PA. His son Jeffery H. Krantz and his 
wife Beverly J.Krantz and their daugh-
ter Kara Krantz of Haymarket, VA. The 
family of his eldest son Robert L. Krantz 
Jr., who pre-deceased him, his wife Em-
ily K. Krantz of Clifton, VA., son Robert 
L. Krantz III and his wife Katie Krantz 
and their three children, Ella Krantz, Cely 
Krantz, Robert Krantz all of Washington 
D.C., and step-son Edward Martin and 
his wife Stacy Martin of Gainsville, VA.

The family suggests that contribu-
tions be made to: Wounded Warriors, 
www.woundedwarriorproject.org ; The 
Philomont Fire Department, 36560 Jeb 
Stuart Rd., Philomont, VA.

Cornelia “Neil” 
Flagg Keller

The Trustees, National Advisory 
Council and Partners of the Journey 
Through Hallowed Ground Partnership 
mourn the loss of Cornelia “Neil” Flagg 
Keller, a co-founder who, with her vision 
and support, set out to shift the axis of 
contemporary assumptions about con-
servation and historic preservation.

In 2004, while on an outing with 
a friend, she became concerned that not 
enough was being done to recognize and 
protect the irreplaceable landscape from 
Gettysburg to Monticello.  With that, she 
co-founded an innovative public-private 
nonprofit organization, The Journey 
Through Hallowed Ground Partnership.

In a letter to engage others in this ef-
fort, in early 2005, she wrote:

“If you spend any time at all in 
Virginia, you don’t need to be told that 
our quality of life and land are being 
sorely challenged by explosive popu-
lation growth and, in my opinion, by 
negligence, carelessness and oversight.  
Without rigorous change and leadership 
to save and protect that which makes Vir-
ginia’s earth so precious, the frightening 
trend of obliteration will continue and 
worsen.  Something has to be done.  The 
above paragraph may be a tad dramatic, 
but I feel so strongly about the desecra-
tion of my front, back and side yard.  And 
I think Voltaire got it right.  Life is all 

about tending one’s own garden.  In our 
case, that would be Virginia.  I feel called 
to do my part, which is why I am writing 
to you.”

Born September 8, 1946 in Alex-
andria, LA, Neil grew up in Louisiana, 
Arkansas, New York and Mississippi.  
She graduated from Kent School, Sweet 
Briar College and Columbia University.

After teaching at Dalton School in 
New York City for two years, she mar-
ried and moved to Richmond, VA where 
she was an activist for women’s health 
and rights, vitally involved in the forma-
tion of the Virginia League for Planned 
Parenthood.  

Her sense of humor, strong family 
loyalties and deep friendships made Neil 
unforgettable to those who had the privi-
lege of knowing her.

She was preceded in death by her 
father, the Rt. Rev. Christoph Keller, Jr.; 
a sister, Martha Keller; and two sisters 
who died at birth.  She is survived by her 
mother, Polly Keller Winter of Alexan-
dria, LA; daughter Cynthia Henebry of 
Richmond, VA; and son Christoph Stutts 
of Carrboro, NC; sisters Caroline Theus 
of Alexandria, LA; Cynthia Davis of 
Charlottesville, VA; Kathryn Anderson 
of Alexandria and Elisabeth Keller of 
Cambridge, MA; brother Chris Keller of 
Little Rock, AR; grandsons Wendell and 
River Schoeneman of Richmond and 
Graham and John Stutts of Carboro and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

	 The family encourages me-
morial donations to the Children’s Tuor 
Foundation, 95 Pine Street, 16th Floor, 
New York, New York 10005; the Fo-
cused Ultrasound Foundation, 1230 
cedars Court, Suite F, Charlottesville, 
VA 22903; or the Journey Through Hal-
lowed Ground Partnership, PO Box 77, 
Waterford, VA 20197.
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Last October, when Linda 
Taylor and her husband, 
Donald, disembarked 
from their Yale Educa-

tional Tour of Ancient Cities to 
visit the remains of the ancient 
city of Troy, Linda, who had sat 
down for a cool drink outside a 
small shop, heard a low whimper 
and looked down to see a very 
thin dog with a beautiful face.  
Turkey is full of well cared for 
“street dogs”, but this one was in 
terrible shape.

“She was covered with 
mange,” Linda explained. There 
was no one to help her for the 

Troy excavations are very isolat-
ed, and I knew she wouldn’t last 
long.”

Linda could not forget the 
dog she met in Troy.

“She made such an impres-
sion on me.  She was struggling 
so hard to survive and her fate 
was so dismal.  I can’t turn my 
back on suffering.”

Shortly after the Taylors re-
turned to Middleburg from their 
vacation, Linda was in Ashe-
ville, where she grew up, visiting 
friends.  While there, she met a 
wonderful Turkish businessman, 
Tunc Togar, who lives in Ashe-

ville but owns a business in Tur-
key.

“I told him about this ex-
tremely sad dog I’d met in Troy, 
and explained how much I had 
wanted to help, and he said he 
would be delighted to assist.  I 
couldn’t believe it, but he is very 
well connected in Turkey and, al-
though he named the search and 
rescue “Mission Impossible”, 
he went to work immediately to 
find the dog he called “Helen of 
Troy.”

Soon, Tunc had friends lo-
cate the dog and sent photos to 
Linda to verify her identity.  

Linda confirmed that the dog 
in the photos was Helen and Tunc 
arranged with a vet tech and team 
to pick her up and transport her 
the 180 miles to Istanbul.

“After almost three months 
of baths and intense care to get 
her well and ready to travel, Tunc 
prepared the required paperwork 
to allow her to leave the coun-
try,” Linda explained.  “He owns 
an import-export company, so he 
was very knowledgeable about 
the regulations we needed to 
meet.”

Soon, Helen was on her way 
from Istanbul to her new home 
in Middleburg in a “very posh” 
little crate with the love and good 
wishes of all who had cared for 
her.

“She is uniquely endearing,” 
according to Linda, “but getting 
a dog out of Turkey is not easy… 
she had to go to the Ministry of 
Agriculture for inspection to be 
certain she was not carrying any 
disease and many approvals were 
needed for her to travel to the 
United States.”

“My hat is off to the Turks 
for caring so deeply for their ani-
mals.”

Today, Helen of Troy lives in 
Middleburg in a family of friend-
ly dogs and cats who quickly wel-
comed her.  

The brindle shepherd mix 
with deep chocolate ears and a 
spectacular herringbone tail does 
indeed have a beautiful charcoal 
face, a soft taupe chest and a truly 
sweet disposition.

“She would have soon died 
a terrible death in Troy,” Linda 
said.  “I’m so happy she’s here 
and I’m so grateful to Tunc. I just 
feel this was meant to be and I 
am eternally grateful to the won-
derful Turkish man who worked 
so hard to make this ‘mission 
impossible’ become ‘mission ac-
complished’.”

Bill Couzens, Founder of 
‘Next Generation Choices 
Foundation’ and the ‘Less 
Cancer Campaign’ was 

recently in the nation’s capitol with 
Erica Wiley to applaud the creation 
of the ‘National Cancer Prevention 
Day’ resolution.

‘The resolution here in the 
Capitol and in individual states is 
all about reminding and educating 
lawmakers as well as other com-
munity leaders and individuals that 
when we make choices -when we 
vote, we do so with “Less Cancer” 
policies in mind.  

“This is really the one day that 
is NOT attached to big money- this 
is the one day that does not corpo-
rate or cancer marketing and does 
not involve corporations that either 
produce risk increasing products or 
are in the cancer treatment indus-
try.”  

Couzens spoke movingly at 
a briefing for the National Cancer 
Prevention Day Resolution intro-
duced by Congressman Steve Is-
rael with 19 Co-Sponsors in the US 
Capitol Building. 

Since that time the story has 
gone viral around the globe with 
raised activity in the social net-
works including a Tweet from 
Representative Israel “  Proud to 
partner today with @LessCancer 
and introduce Resolution for Natl 
Cancer Prevention Day” 

Earlier Israel had said, “There 
are far too many who have been 
touched by cancer, both directly 
or indirectly. Today, on National 
Cancer Prevention Day, we com-
mit ourselves to prevention and 
reducing our risks as much as pos-
sible through healthy lifestyles and 
clean environments. Less Cancer 
has been a true partner in this fight, 
and I applaud them for that.”

Erica Wiley’s Speech

“We live in a great nation 
where the best medical care is 
available in the world.   Unfortu-
nately none of our medical advanc-
es could  save my beautiful son, 
Hugh.  My family and I used every 
method at our disposal – the right 
specialists, the best treatments, 
state-of-the art research and tech-
nology in the United States and in 
Europe -and it was just not enough.

And, yes, while this is sad, 
the sad thing is that  Hugh  is not 
the only child who our nation has 
lost to Cancer.  Upon returning for 
round after round of chemotherapy 
to the always-too-full pediatric on-
cology units, we would often learn 
that other children, some of whom 
were infants, were no longer with 
us.” 

“You see… if two-thirds of 
Cancers result from the environ-
ment  and children are more sus-
ceptible to environmental con-
taminants than adults, then what 
is going to occur?  As exposures 
increase, incidences of Cancer in 
children will increase.  

“This unfortunate trend over 
the past 20 years is reflected in our 
nation’s childhood Cancer statis-
tics.  And these childhood statistics 
understate incidences of Cancer as 
they omit incidences of cancers af-
ter the age of 15, omit tumors clas-
sified as ‘non-cancerous’ and omit 
adult cancers resulting from child-
hood exposure.”

“I am here today to ask each 

of you to “Please, let us choose 
that different picture of children, 
the one with Less Cancer…let us 
make the choices to reduce risk in 
our food, our water, our air, our en-
vironment.

“I am very encouraged to see 
that we are making choices today 
to take a critical step toward aware-
ness about reducing risk, support-
ing healthy choices and encourag-
ing Cancer Prevention.

My heartfelt thanks and con-
gratulations to the honorable Con-
gressman Israel for having the vi-
sion and courage to sponsor this 
resolution for Cancer Prevention 
Day and to the honorable Con-
gressmen and women who also 
supported it.

“I am also grateful to Less 
Cancer and to Bill Couzens for all 
the work that occurs to raise aware-
ness that Cancer does not have to 
the new norm; and that, by mak-
ing choices to reduce risk and not 
accept the status quo, there can be 
Less Cancer.  

Bill, I know that this work is 
hard and, often, hard on your fam-
ily; but I believe that the work you 
do will, indeed, result in Less Can-
cer…so, please, don’t ever stop.

Suzi Tobias

Suzi Tobias from Texas also 
spoke, saying: 

“We cannot simply treat can-
cer.  To invest all of our resources 
in treatment without prevention is 
a flawed approach—it’s defensive 
and reactive. 

“If we want Less cancer, we 
need an approach that is offensive 
and proactive.

“According to the National 
Institute of Health: as many as two-
thirds of all cancer cases are linked 
to environmental causes, and most 
of these are potentially preventable 
through lifestyle choices and prac-
ticing risk reduction. 

“This essentially means that 
we have the opportunity to reduce 
or eradicate up to two-thirds of all 
cancer.   Imagine, two-thirds Less 
Cancer.

“How would we achieve such 
a goal? 

“RAISING AWARENESS 
of the concept of cancer preven-
tion.  We cannot stand by passively 
and wait for cancer to happen.   

“We can EDUCATE and em-
power people on risk reduction 
strategies and offer them the tools 
necessary to make healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

“We can work to ENACT 
POLICIES that keep human health 
and cancer risk reduction in the 
forefront—for example, Congress-
man Israel’s excellent Cleaning 
Product Right-to-Know act.

“This was a critical piece of 
legislation that would have re-
quired the manufacturers of house-
hold chemicals to disclose all in-
gredients on the label.   It would 
have enabled consumers to make 
informed decisions about chemical 
exposure—a vital piece of the pre-
vention puzzle.

“We can work to find a way 
for business and industry to ally 

their products and practices with 
the needs and health of people 
without intruding on their ability to 
succeed.  We must find the balance 
between a healthy economy and 
our nation’s health.”

Thank You Middleburg

Recently, Couzens said in a 
telephone conversation with Editor 
Dee Dee Hubbard- 

“I am so grateful to the many 
Middleburg friends who were so 
patient with my emails asking for 
help.. at a time when people did not 
understand the culture of “Less.”

“For me at the time, there was 
nothing being done in the area of 
prevention it was all early diagno-

sis -not prevention.  
“Now, 10 years later, the mis-

sion for Less Cancer has far ex-
panded our main street community 
and the work has been about many 
not just here locally.

“Today, lots and lots of people 
make the Less Cancer Mission hap-
pen. We see that also in individual 
States like here in Virginia where 
Jill Vogel Introduced the resolu-
tion for Cancer Prevention Day or 
in Michigan where State Senator 
Bert Johnson Introduced the reso-
lution for Cancer Prevention Day 
and New Hampshire where State 
Representative, Tom Sherman and 
State Senator Nancy Stiles worked 
with Governor Maggie Hassan for 
Cancer Prevention Day.” 

For your plumbing, heating, air 
conditioning, and electrical services—
Appleton Campbell is the right choice.  

Highly trained, professional, polite 
technicians provide service repairs 
and installations of all leading 
brands.  

You receive exceptional customer 
service from your first phone 
call through the completion of 
your job—ensuring your total 
satisfaction.  

Appleton Campbell has been 
providing honesty, integrity, and 
experience since 1976.  Call 
Appleton Campbell today!

facebook.com/appletoncampbell               
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Guaranteed
 Service  

 Up-Front Prices   
 Satisfaction

appletoncampbell.com

Convenient Saturday Service 
at Weekday Rates!
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540.347.0765 Warrenton       540.825.6332 Culpeper
703.754.3301 Gainesville     540.645.6229 Fredericksburg
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
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Celebrate with Your Valentine 
at Goodstone!

Enjoy a romantic Valentine’s Day Dinner 
with our Valentine’s Day Menu at Goodstone’s 

award-winning French Country restaurant.
Thursday - Saturday: February 14-16th

Visit goodstone.com for a special Valentine’s package 
for the entire month of February!

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM
36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
Please call 540.687.3333 to reserve your place at our table.

Like us on Facebook • Follow us on Twitter:
@goodstoneinn

A  V I S I T  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N AT I O N  R E S TA U R A N T

TripAdvisor: 2012 Certificate of Excellence • Wine Enthusiast Magazine: America’s 100 Best Wine Restaurants 2012

OpenTable: 100 Best Restaurants in the USA 2012 • Condé Nast Johansens: Most Excellent Inn in North America 2013 Finalist

Corporate Meetings • Elegant Weddings • Special Events
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News of Note
Couzens & Wiley Speak for Less Cancer on Capitol HillHelen of Troy Lands in Middleburg

Mission Impossible Saves Very Sad, Very Lucky Puppy
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Jack and Mary Kirk Goehring 
have filed civil suits against 
the Middleburg Eccentric, its 
editor, and its publisher.

In Case Number 
107CL00077028-00, filed in the 
Civil Division of Loudoun Coun-
ty Circuit Court the Goehrings 
allege that:  an article published 
in the   “November 24-Decem-
ber 15, 2011 print edition” of the 
Eccentric, covering the trial and 
acquittal of the newspaper’s edi-
tor constituted “Defamation from 
Negligent Publication of Falsity;” 
and that an article published in 
the “May 29, 2012, digital edition 
constituted “Defamation from 
Negligent Publications of Fal-
sity”, and “Defamation Published 

with Constitutional Malice”
The Goehrings requested 

that the Court award them some  
$4,700,000 in the case against the 
newspaper and its Publisher Dan 
Morrow, and similar amounts in a 
similar case filed against the Ec-
centric and its Editor, Dee Dee 
Hubbard.

Both Hubbard and Morrow 
stand by the accuracy of the Ec-
centric’s coverage of Hubbard’s 
trial and acquittal of criminal 
charges and of the subsequent 
suit for malicious prosecution and 
defamation filed against the Goeh-
rings by Hubbard and members of 
her family.

In a demurrer to the Goeh-
ring’s complaint, Middleburg 

Attorney Edward B. MacMa-
hon, asserted that the Goehrings’ 
138-paragraph submission “was 
so long and confusing that it vio-
lates the Plaintiff’s obligations to 
file a brief and concise statement 
of their alleged claims . . .  .“  The 
Court has ordered a replead of the 
complaint. 

MacMahon’s demurrer also 
noted that in their complaint as 
originally filed,  the plaintiffs 
“have failed to allege all of the el-
ements of a defamation case.

“Plaintiffs, and each of them 
individually,” MacMahon wrote,  
“fail to cite a single written word 
[in the first story] that they con-
tend was published and that ‘con-
cerns’ them that is false. . . . “   

“These defendants,” he con-
tinued, “cannot be sued for ac-
curately reporting the contents of 
public filings or for reporting pub-
lic proceedings.”

“The claim related to the sec-
ond article is patently frivolous,” 
the demurrer continues.  “The 
Court can take judicial notice of 
the lawsuit referenced in the sec-
ond article and see that it is accu-
rately reported.”

MacMahon has requested that 
the court combine the cases filed 
against the Eccentric, Hubbard 
and Morrow into one.

Eccentric Publisher Dan Mor-
row noted that suits of this kind 
can be devastatingly expensive 
to defend and are often, if not al-

ways, designed to have a chilling 
effect on reporters, their editors 
and their organizations.

“The Eccentric,” he observed,  
“has lived through worse threats 
to our small newspaper and to 
those who work on it.  We believe 
in freedom of the press, we  stand 
by our work, and will do our best 
to continue to publish for years to 
come.”

Morrow has requested that 
supporters of the paper contribute 
its legal defense fund.  

Checks should be clearly 
marked, “Eccentric Defense 
Fund” and sent to the offices of the 
paper’s attorney:  Edward B. Mac-
Mahon, Jr.,  107 East Washington 
Street, Middleburg, VA 20118.

News of Note

“That’s why I started Hunt Country Propane.”
• We’re Less
• We’re Local
• We’re Honest

A 5-minute call
could save you

$1,000 or MORE!

540-687-3608

www.HuntCountryPropane.com
Also — Propane Tanks • Pool Heaters

GENERATORS

Propane Costs
Too Much!

— Dale Schulz
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Shout it Out!
Foxcroft is turning 100!

Watch for more information at 
www.foxcroft.org/centennial

The celebration begins in September 2013 
and culminates in a weekend of events, 

April 25-27, 2014.

Charlotte Haxall Noland
Foxcroft’s Founder

Fabulous Hoplet Fashion 
from Foxcroft Girls

Forget those expensive 
Cartier bracelets and or-
der a selection of fabu-
lous Hopelets from two 

brilliant Foxcroft girls who are 
making and marketing runway-
worthy bracelets to help other 
girls attend their favorite school.

Convinced that, without their 
Foxcroft experience, they would 
have become invisible in a traditional 
school environment, Campbell Hart-
ly and Emily Longley decided to cre-
ate a business to raise $10,000 for the 
Foxcroft Scholarship Fund. 

“Our Foxcroft education 
changed our sense of ourselves and 
gave us amazing levels of self confi-
dence,” Emily remembered.  

“We wanted to make it possible 
for more girls to enjoy the Foxcroft 
education experience that we know 
changed our lives.” Campbell added.

At the end of their sophomore 
year, they began thinking about put-
ting their artistic jewelry-making 
talents to work in a small charity to 
raise money for the Foxcroft Schol-
arship Fund.

“We both enjoy art, design 
and jewelry making,” Campbell 
explained.   “So it was only natural 
that we decided to use an artistic ap-
proach to raise money,” Emily con-
tinued.”

They began to make test brace-
let at their kitchen counters on week-
ends, trying out different materials 
and designs until, as they said in uni-
son, “… our passion blossomed into 

Hopelets.”
Campbell and Emily’s Hoplet 

creations, originally concocted from 
brass chain, leather, silk threads and 
hex nuts are so good looking that 
they put Fifth Avenue designers to 
shame.  And the new rhinestone and 
button collection will be ‘tres chic’ 
on the beach this summer.

Early customers included fellow 
students, alumni, teachers, parents 
and friends who spread the word by 
wearing the very cool little bracelets 
singly or in stacks of ten or more.

Whether you consider yourself 
a minimalist or a maxed-out fashion 
maven, you will want a selection of 
Hopelets. From fresh pastels to sleek 
sparkly styles, you’ll need enough 
to share with friends who will love 
them on sight. 

Without falling victim to the 
rising gold standard or the ever-es-
calating prices of beautiful embel-
lishments, your Hopelets will take 
you everywhere in style with the 
confidence that your $14 investment 
is being put to extremely good use 
because every dollar goes into the 
Foxcroft Scholarship Fund.

These “little bracelets for a big-
ger purpose” have already added 
over $9,000 to the Foxcroft Schol-
arship Fund and there is the very 
real potential that the girls’ original 
Hoplet goal of 10k may be left in 
the dust as demand for the bracelets 
escalates.

Trying to keep up with orders 
for Spring, Campbell and Emily 

have lots of time to talk about how to 
build the careers they hope for in art 
or art management.

“Foxcroft gave us the confi-
dence to pursue what we love,” Em-
ily said.  “Every girl should have this 
experience and we hope the success 
of our Hopelets ensures that more 
and more girls enjoy a Foxcroft edu-
cation,” Campbell continued.

“We proved to ourselves that 
a creative venture could be a viable 
business,” Emily noted, “and as our 
initiative gained ground, we realized 
that our work had given us an iden-
tity and a new voice of our own.”

“We learned so much about 
business by establishing Hopelets,” 
Campbell explained.  “We now un-
derstand margins, materials, market-
ing, discipline and web design, and 
we hope our business will be contin-
ued by Foxcroft girls in the future.”

“Perhaps we can partner with 
additional girls schools so they 
Hopelets reach a bigger audience,” 
Emily said.  “That would be so much 
fun and it would ensure that our little 
company continues to help addition-
al girls for a long time to come.”

Hoplets’ Fox Collection, 
Foxcroft Traditionals and the Hound 
Collection are all available on the 
website, www.hopelet.org.  They 
are also available for purchase at 
Stitch and Common Grounds in 
Middleburg.

Trees locally grown in 
Upperville, Virginia.

703.370.TREE (8733)
www.shadetreefarm.com

At Shade Tree Farm we grow and install  
BIG trees (i.e. specimen trees) that can 
transform your property overnight. 

With over 30 years of experience, our 
staff members are trained professionals 
who will assist you or your designer in 
selecting the best trees for your project. 

We also have one of the largest fleet of 
tree spades in the Mid- Atlantic Region 
and specialize in challenging transplant 
projects, large or small.

Transform your yard
Plant mature, landscape-size trees 
and gain the immediate impact of 
shade, flowering accents, privacy 
screening, and definition of space.

Shade Tree Farm 
Where The Trees Live

Eccentric Sued

Following an extensive 
nationwide search, the 
Board of Directors of the 
National Sporting Library 

& Museum (NSLM) announced 
the appointment of Melanie 
Leigh Mathewes as its new Ex-
ecutive Director.   The Virginia 
native who brings a wealth of art 
and art management experience 
to her new position, looks for-
ward to making a valuable contri-
bution to the NSLM.

“I’m here to make sure every-
one on our team can be success-
ful,” said the lovely and charm-
ing Virginian.  “I look forward 
to proceeding with the details of 
our American Alliance of Mu-

seums accreditation, to expand-
ing and broadening the reach of 
the Museum to the nation and to 
ensuring that we become a truly 
valuable community resource for 
visitors and patrons of all ages.”

Melanie’s family roots are 
in Gloucester County, Virginia, 
where she continues to spend 
time each year with her husband, 
Perry, and daughters, Clare, a 
15-year-old ballerina,  and Leigh, 
an engineering student at Virginia 
Tech who is interning for GE.

Classically trained in ballet, 
she knew she wanted to “be an 
archeologist and work in a muse-
um” by age five.  Fascinated with 
sculpture, environmental art and 

architecture, she is inspired by 
the NSLM campus and the his-
tory of Vine Hill.

Formerly, Ms. Mathewes 
served as Executive Director of 
the Hermitage Museum & Gar-
dens in Norfolk, Virginia, for the 
last eight years. During her ten-
ure, she oversaw the first strate-
gic plan for the Hermitage, which 
resulted in numerous improve-
ments in the physical plant, and a 
dramatic increase in membership 
and visitation. 

Prior to her work at the Her-
mitage, she was events and ex-
hibition specialist at the Norfolk 
Botanical Garden. 

In addition to leading the 

Hermitage, Ms. Mathewes joined 
the Virginia Association of Mu-
seums as council director for the 
Tidewater and Eastern Shore re-
gion in 2011. She is also an ad-
junct faculty member at Tidewa-
ter Community College, teaching 
courses in art history since 2010. 

Her twenty-year career with 
museums includes work at Agec-
roft Hall, The Museum of the 
Southwest, Fredda Turner Dur-
ham Children’s Museum, Craven 
Arts Council, Tryon Palace His-
toric Sites and Gardens, and Nor-
folk Botanical Garden. 

She holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in art history from Virginia 
Tech and a master’s degree in 

Museum Studies from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

In a statement announc-
ing the appointment, Manuel H. 
Johnson, chairman of the NSLM 
Board of 

Directors, said:  
“We are very pleased that 

someone of Melanie’s back-
ground and experience will be-
come our Executive Director.   
Her record in Norfolk is most 
impressive, and when we inter-
viewed her, we could see why she 
was so successful there.  

‘We look forward to work-
ing with her to take the National 
Sporting Library & Museum to 
an even higher level.” 

Mathewes Appointed Executive Director of NSLM

Hill School 
First Grade 
Visits Seven Loaves 

Recently, the First Grade 
class of The Hill School 
visited the food pantry 
of Seven Loaves Servic-

es, Inc. in Middleburg to donate 
194 pounds of food they had pur-
chased with the proceeds of the 
children’s fund-raising efforts.

The 23 children made and 
sold pumpkin bars before Christ-
mas and used the money ob-
tained to make a field trip to the 
Middleburg Safeway to purchase 
canned goods and other non-per-
ishable items for Seven Loaves.  

Led by Cate Donohoe and 
Joan McNaughton, their teach-
ers, the children brought their of-
fering to the pantry where it was 

weighed, followed by a re-stock-
ing of the pantry’s shelves by the 
children.

Afterwards, the children re-
ceived a tour of the Seven Loaves 
facility by Melanie Maloney and 
Jim McLaughlin, Seven Loaves 
volunteers, and Maloney gave the 
visitors a brief presentation on 
hunger and food insecurity, and 
the efforts of Seven Loaves to 
provide nutritious food, personal 
supplies and other assistance to 
people in Middleburg and the sur-
rounding area. 

“We were delighted and hon-
ored to have a visit from these 
energetic youngsters,” said Malo-
ney.  “They made our day.”
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Wondering what our independent college
prep school can do for your teenager?

■ Small class sizes allow teachers to know each student
personally 

■ 100% college acceptance rate includes such top-tier
schools as Cornell, Dartmouth, UC Berkeley, and UVA

■ Dual Enrollment & AP classes mean many students
graduate with college credits

■ A remarkable 77% of faculty hold advanced degrees

■ Strong emphasis on moral and leadership development,
character formation and citizenship

■ Daily bus service to and from six counties (with late
activities bus option)

Families in eight counties can tell
you how young adults mature
and thrive in our close-knit
learning community. 

MIDDLEBURG ACADEMY
w w w . m i d d l e b u r g a c a d e m y . o r g

Contact Doug Goodman, Director of Admission, 
at 540-687-5581 or dgoodman@middleburgacademy.org

MEET

February 28 |   March 14
Saturday morning visits are always 
welcome by appointment.
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News of Note
Tim Burch Leaves Television Stardom 
to Serve Hunt Country Clients

Fortunately for Hunt Coun-
try homeowners, Tim 
Burch tired of the pace of 
being a television star on 

‘Extreme Makeover:  Home Edi-
tion’ and returned to Virginia to 
settle back into a geographic area 
he loves.  Today, as project leader 
with BOWA, he is thoroughly en-
gaged in the renovation of proj-
ects large and small for clients 
who understand that they have 
found a partner without peer to 
help them improve their Arcadia.

Whether your ideal residence 
is an impeccably restored Palladi-
an villa or a 1950’s Hunt Box that 

simply requires more closets and 
a few additions, the project leader 
you choose to work with will be the 
deciding factor in your success and 
satisfaction.  

“It is my great pleasure to help 
people look for ways to improve 
their lives at home,” Tim empha-
sizes.  

He grew up in Oakton and 
moved to Hunt Country 1995.  Tim 
began working with his father, the 
owner of T.A. Burch and Sons, 
when he was still in grade school 
and learned to love even the small-
est job on renovation and construc-
tion projects.

“Working outdoors was al-
ways a pleasure for me,” he says.  
“Whether my job was picking up 
nails or measuring, I loved the pro-
cess of improving a building.”

When Tim says he loves work-
ing outdoors, he’s gesturing to the 
many activities he enjoys in addi-
tion to building.  He and his brother, 
Sean, have been active outdoors-
men since they were little.

“We were both serious moun-
tain climbers and I skied giant sla-
lom for years during high school 
and college.  I leave the mountain-
eering to Sean now.  He’s a profes-
sional.  But I still get out there and 

clear my head.”
Tim’s life has been a series of 

happy opportunities.
Early on he was president and 

chairman of the National Associa-
tion of Remodeling Inc. (NARI) in 
metro D.C., and it was during a 
speech to NARI members that he 
was spotted by the Extreme Make-
over founders.  

It’s easy to understand why the 
tall, handsome, young man who 
might have looked like a Camp-
bell’s Soup Kid when younger, 
would stand out in a crowd.  To say 
he is personable, is the understate-
ment of the decade. Tim is an articu-
late, passionate professional whose 
care for his clients comes through 
loud and clear.

Finding a professional who ac-
tually understands what you need 
and hope for, whatever the scale of 
your project, can be a frustrating 
process of trial and error that taxes 
the patience and the pocketbook of 
the most civilized client. 

“Your project leader’s respon-
sibility is to help you make and 
execute renovation plans that lead 
to tremendous satisfaction,” Tim 
explains. 

“Sadly, many clients do not un-
derstand that the planning process 
is critically important.  In fact, it is 
the most important process in the 
entire project.  If the planning pro-
cess goes well, the actual engineer-
ing and construction processes will 
be simply smooth steps on the way 
to success.”

A graduate of James Madison 
University and Keller Business 
School, Tim understands that he 
received his Ph.D. in construction 
from ‘Extreme Makeover: Home 
Edition.”

“I led 22 projects in the three-
year run of the series and, believe 
me, having seven weeks to plan a 
renovation before seven days of 
filming is a real challenge.  Build-
ing a crew of experts each time, 
planning delivery of materials and 
orchestrating the processes so we 
created a great television show as 
well as a successful project is a real 
challenge.  I loved every minute of 

it, but I was definitely ready to come 
home to my family and the area I 
love when it came to an end.”

“I’m still in touch with the fam-
ilies we did tear-downs for on the 
show… they’re wonderful people 
and it was an honor to be able to 
help them.”

Tim is very happy to have more 
time with his family.  He met Mela-
nie, his wife, now a permit supervi-
sor in Fauquier County, in college 
and he swears that all three of his 
children share his love of design, 
construction and renovation.

“Chloe, who is 16, is a great 
interior designer; Stratton, our son, 
is 13 and is an all-around helper on 
projects.    Helena, who is nine now, 
is the project manager of all of us!  
She keeps everything in order and 
makes sure we don’t get distracted!”

Being invited to join BOWA 
was an ideal next step for Tim.  Once 
again, the BOWA leaders met him at 
a presentation and, after a series of 
interviews, offered him a position he 
could only have dreamed about.

“Although BOWA is a large, 
financially stable firm with McLean 
headquarters, they offered me 
an opportunity to be based in the 
Middleburg office and it simply 
could not have been better for me.  
After traveling all over the country 
for years and being home only a few 
days a week, going to work in this 
beautiful village near my Warrenton 
home is almost too good to be true.”

Already active on many boards 
and activities, Tim intends to pro-
vide help to his community when-
ever he can.  

“My best days are when the 
phone rings and someone says, 
‘Can you please come over and take 
a look at my house… I’m just not 
happy with the way its working for 
us, but I don’t know why….’  From 
that moment on, I have the opportu-
nity to work with them to make real 
improvements in their homes and in 
their lives.  That’s the biggest plea-
sure anyone can expect from their 
profession.”

To speak with Tim Burch please 
telephone 540 687 6771 or email 
him at timb@bowa.com.

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

 • Computer designed and fabricated
 • All ceramic – no metal
	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
 • Completed in a single appointment
  • No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Wealth Planning You 
Can Build On
“Some of us approach wealth planning by leaving it entirely to the ‘experts,’ often not fully 
understanding what it is they have recommended we do, while some of us throw up our hands 
and do nothing. Neither way is very wise.”

           — Robert B. Seaberg, PhD, Wealth Planning Managing Director at Morgan Stanley

Wealth planning—that is, the integration of lifestyle planning, asset protection and wealth 
transfer issues—can seem a daunting, almost overwhelming task. And the more assets we have, 
the more complex the task can seem.

This is why our family business, The CGE Group at Morgan Stanley, encourages families to 
discuss their specific wealth planning goals with us in a private setting. These conversations 
along with a comprehensive wealth plan become even more critical when families are faced with 
a transitional period, such as a significant life event. We can help you plan for these events.

We invite you and your family to contact ours to learn more about how we are helping families 
grow, protect and transfer wealth.

The CGE Group at Morgan Stanley

C. Greg Ellison, CIMA,® CPWA®

First Vice President 
Wealth Advisor

Charles M. Ellison, CIMA,® CPWA®

Associate Vice President 
Financial Advisor

440 W. Jubal Early Drive, Suite 260 
Winchester, VA 22601  
http://www.morganstanleyfa.com/ellisonellison/

Morgan Stanley

© 2013 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

Investment Management Consultants Association, Inc. owns the marks CIMA®, Certified Investment
Management AnalystSM (with graph element)®, and Certified Investment Management Analyst.SM
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Van Pay Joins 
Middleburg Real Estate 
& Atoka Properties

Billie Van Pay, a licensed 
Virginia realtor since 
2004, is pleased to an-
nounce her association 

with Middleburg Real Estate in 
Middleburg, Virginia and Atoka 
Properties in Purcellville, Vir-
ginia.  

Born in Mississippi, Billie 
Van Pay received her Bachelor of 
Science in Literature and Com-
position from the Mississippi 
University for Women. She also 
received her Master in Guidance 
and Family Counseling and her 
Specialist Degree in Administra-
tion from the University of Mem-
phis.

With her diverse and exten-
sive education, she has worked 
in a variety fields including news 
reporting, teaching, counseling, 
educational administration, court 
reporting/legal advising, sales, 
freelance writing, and, for the 
past nine years in  real estate.

As an active member of the 
community Billie is involved 

in several civic and charity or-
ganizations: The Germantown 
Horse Show Association in Ten-
nessee, Longreen Hunt Club in 
Tennessee, Christ, United Meth-
odist Church, The Prelude to 
Gettysburg Committee, Mosby 
Square Board of Directors and 
Middleburg Hunt Club. 

A highly energetic and enthu-
siastic individual with a passion 
to assist people, Billie believes 
“A person’s real substance is 
measured mainly by his/her acts 
of charity, compassion and gra-
ciousness.”

“It is great to have someone 
like Billie, who shares our val-
ues, join our team,” said Daniel 
Kaseman, managing partner of 
Middleburg Real Estate. She is 
an asset to the community and 
will certainly be a great addition 
to Middleburg Real Estate.” 

To contact Billie Van Pay 
please email bvprealtor@aol.
com or telephone 703 727 4301. 

Middleburg Library Breaks 
Ground for Expansion

Formal ground breaking 
ceremonies for the ex-
pansion of Middleburg’s 
library are scheduled for 

8:30 a.m. Thursday, February 
21st.

The Finance and Government 
Services Operations Committee of 
the Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors unanimously approved 
the start of construction on the 
Middleburg Library Expansion 
Project at a recent meeting. 

And the full Board of Super-
visors are set to give their final 
approval at their February 20th 

meeting.
The Library Trustees unani-

mously approved the start of 
construction at their mid-January 
meeting.

The formal groundbreaking 
will be a very short and modest 
ceremony with the Library Owl in 
attendance.

 Citizens will be welcome at 
the groundbreaking ceremony, 
but the big event will be the grand 
opening in about six or seven 
months time.  The goal is to offi-
cially open the expansion in either 
late September or early October.
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KEEP YOUR 
MONEY

Wiseman & Associates wealth management
twiseman@wisemanandassociates.com      (540) 687-7077

We have over 25 years of experience in Northern Virginia managing and helping our clients 

grow their wealth. We carefully evaluate every aspect of your financial picture and your 

unique needs to develop a comprehensive plan designed to manage your assets, grow 

your net worth and leave a legacy. Ours is a measured approach that relies on our team’s 

in-depth understanding of Wealth Management, Estate and Business Succession and 

Insurance Strategies. Our success over the years can be directly attributed to helping our 

clients in Hunt Country and the greater D.C. metropolitan area skillfully manage their 

assets and pursue their personal goals. Contact Wiseman today for a free consultation or 

go to wisemanandassociates.com to learn more. We believe that true financial success 

is not about how much money you have, but how much money you keep.

Winchester, Virginia      Middleburg, Virginia          

Tom Wiseman is a registered representative with, and securities are offered through, LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Copyright © 2013 Wiseman & Associates LTD. Keep Your Money® is a registered trademark of  Wiseman & Associates LTD.

“Hell is Being a 
Republican in the 
State of Virginia”

The Mosby Heritage Area 
Association is hosting 
a talk by author David 
Goetz on March 10, 2013 

at 2:00pm at the John Barton 
Payne Building, 2 Courthouse 
Square, Old Town Warrenton, VA 
20186. 

Goetz will be discussing his 
new book, Hell is Being a Re-
publican in the State of Virginia, 
which focuses on the post-Civil 
War friendship between Col. John 
Singleton Mosby and Ulysses S. 
Grant, former enemies. 

The famous quote reflects the 
hardships Mosby faced while re-
siding in post-Civil War Warren-
ton after befriending, to the hor-
ror of his neighbors,  his former 
enemy, General and President, 
U.S. Grant. 

According to Civil War his-
torian Clark “Bud” Hall “David 
Goetz has written a wonderful 
scholarly work, and I applaud 
him for answering many ques-
tions that I have had for many 
years about the Grant/Mosby re-
lationship.” 

Mr. Goetz owns “Mosby’s 
Confederacy Tours” in Warren-
ton, Virginia which offers guided 
tours of historic sites specific to 
Colonel John Singleton Mosby 

in Fauquier, Loudoun, Warren, 
Clarke and Fairfax counties in 
Virginia. 

Books will be available for 
purchase at the talk. $25 MHAA 
Members/$30 nonmembers. For 
more information see www.mos-
byheritagearea.org.   To register 
call 540-687-668 or email. info@
mosbyheritagearea.org, 

Hunt     Country
Pool Builders inC.

“Simply Elegant”

design & Build
SpaS • FountainS • WaterFallS • patioS

for over 25 years!

540.364.3609  • 540.272.0200

www.huntcountrypools.com

Personalizing the great outdoors

TH
Thos Hays & Son Jewelers

To My Customers . . .

I am happy to purchase your
broken and unwanted jewelry, 

as well as scrap gold. , silver and 
diamonds.

Please call 540-687-6997 
or come by

19 S. Madison St. 
Tues. through Sat.  

Foxcroft to Host 2013 
Cherry Blossom Walk 

Foxcroft School students 
presented a big check — 
worth more than $8,000 
— to the Cherry Blos-

som Breast Cancer Foundation 
Wednesday morning, but the an-
nouncement that the School will 
host the 2013 Cherry Blossom 
Nanette’s Walk, Fun Run and 
Pooch Prance as part of its offi-
cial Centennial celebration kick 
off may have been even bigger 
news.

 The Walk will take place Sunday, 
September 29, said Foxcroft Assistant 
Head of School Sheila McKibbin, and 
Chairman of the CBBCF Board James 
Atkins, over scenic paths and cross-
country trails on the 500-acre campus. It 
will be the flagship event of a “Centen-
nial Day of Service” that includes com-
munity projects organized by Foxcroft 
alumna and friends across the country 
and around the world. 

“Since Miss Charlotte started this 
school, ‘giving back’ has been one of 
our core values,” said McKibbin,. “We 
believe especially in helping women and 
supporting the local community – be-
cause we are all a part of that community, 

whether we come from China or from 
Middleburg. The Cherry Blossom Breast 
Cancer Foundation work does that and so 
it is very appropriate and extremely ex-
citing that the Walk will be here and that 
our Centennial celebration begin with 
service.” 

“Foxcroft has been a valuable part-
ner in Cherry Blossom’s success,” said 
Atkins.  “We are honored to accept the 
invitation to be part of Foxcroft’s 100th 
birthday celebration.”	

Centennial Community Service 
chair Karen Lilly and Community Rela-
tions co-chair Marcy Harris, who were 
instrumental in moving the Walk to 
Foxcroft, shared their excitement and 
hopes for the day with Foxcroft students 
and faculty.

“Thirty years after I graduated, 
the importance of giving back is still 
ingrained in me, as it will be for you,” 
said Lilly, a Foxcroft alumna, current 
parent, and president of the Parents’ As-
sociation.  “The Day of Service is really 
just Foxcroft doing what we do, because 
that’s who we are, but we want to make 
it global, so whether your friends and 
family are nearby or far away, encourage 
them to be part of this special start to the 
Centennial celebration.” 

Harris, a past parent and current 

trustee who has supported Foxcroft’s in-
volvement in the Cherry Blossom from 
the start, urged the students and faculty to 
help make September’s event the “big-
gest and best Walk ever.” 

“Maybe you want to challenge the 
other high schools in the area to see who 
can get the most people to participate,” 
she said. “If you live in the area, get your 
family and friends to come. Let’s really 
get behind it and show Foxcroft off for 
the wonderful, caring place that it is.” 

That caring is already evident in the 
generous check that senior Elsie Spencer, 
juniors Kate Eagen, Caroline Hucka-
bay, and Andeulazia Hughes-Murdock, 
and sophomore Jean Kang presented to 
Atkins and Foundation Board members 
Mary Jo Black and Lori McGuinness. 
The check represented $5,371 raised at 
January’s Think Pink Basketball Tourna-
ment, organized by Athletic Director Mi-
chelle Woodruff and the Athletic Asso-
ciation, and $3,000 from last fall’s Walk. 

“Since our founding seven years 
ago,” he added, ” Foxcroft’s leaders and 
girls have been part of each Cherry Blos-
som Nanette’s Walk, and other events. 
The phenomenal success of the 2013 
Think Pink Tournament is another tribute 
to these dynamic young women and their 
leaders.” 

Foxcroft School is the number one 
single contributor to the CBBCF, Atkins 
says, and last spring the student body 
was named one of the first Cherry Blos-
som “champions” for its enthusiastic and 
generous support. The Cherry Blossom 
Breast Cancer Foundation supports early 
detection, treatment, and awareness of 
this insidious disease in Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties as well as research to 
find a cure. 
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2012 was the eleventh consecutive 
year of volunteer action to con-
trol trash on the Foxcroft Road. 
The author conducts this survey 

as a single observer. However, there 
are others who also pick up trash on the 
Foxcroft Road, such as the Middleburg 
Hunt and the Foxcroft students them-
selves. Therefore, if anything, the num-
bers here noted are understated. At a 
value of 1089, the year 2012 was a shade 
above the eleven year average of 1055.

To aid those first time readers and 
as a reminder to past readers of this col-
umn, the course of trash collection is a 
4.6 mile route of dirt and hard road that 
includes portions of the Polecat Hill Rd. 
(Rt. 696), the Foxcroft Rd. (Rt. 626), the 
Snake Hill Rd. (Rt. 744), and the Mill-

ville Rd. (Rt. 743). 
In the past year, 1089 individual 

pieces of trash, an average of three per 
day, were retrieved from the Foxcroft 
Road, and most of the trash was recy-
cled. The perennial nicotine champion, 
Marlboro, accounted for 54% of the to-
bacco total with Camel second at 17%, 
and Newport third at 15%.  The relative 
numbers of tobacco products increased 
their percentage from 5% in 2010 to 9% 
of total trash in 2012, the best percent 
year in the last eleven. Obviously the 
efforts of the government to discour-
age cigarette consumption have met 
resistance with cigarette packs actually 
steadily increasing in number. The 2009 
Family Smoking Prevention and Con-
trol Act mandated that 50% of the cover 
of each cigarette pack bear the image of 
medical sequels to smoking, i.e. lung 

CAR SHOPPING? DON’T BE AN ASS. GO TO DON BEYER VOLVO.
donbeyervolvo.com

News of Note
tumors, gangrenous limbs and mouth 
ulcers. In court the tobacco industry has 
sought to portray the government regu-
lation as an attempt to coerce the public 
into healthy behavior, whereas the to-
bacco industry has merely been exercis-
ing its right to commercial speech.1 Ac-
cording to the CDC,  tobacco is the root 
cause of 30% of all cancers and 80% of 
lung cancer.

In the New Age- Soft Drink 
category, there was close competition 
between, the duopoly, Coca Cola and 
Pepsico (53 vs. 50 in absolute numbers 
or 28% vs. 26% of the New Age-soft 
drink group). Coke was able to establish 
a slim lead over its oldest rival, Pepsico, 
which has been the winner for six out 
of the ten last years.  Coca Cola is the 
world’s largest bottling company. Coke 
has aggressively entered the recycling 
market with a goal of recycling 40% of 
production.

The Fast Food group suffered an-
other down year at 12%  in 2012 vs. a 
total 21% of  all trash in 2010.  7-Eleven 
accounted for 27% of fast food and Mc-
Donald’s 24%. In 8 of the last 10 years 
McDonald’s has led 7-Eleven.

In the Beer, Wine, and Booze cat-
egory, Miller/Coor’s, must take second 
place to AB INBev. After all, AB INBev 
currently controls 48% of the United 
States beer sales but 64% of Foxcroft 
Road beer cans and bottles, whereas 
SABMiller controls only 28% of market 
share with Grupo Modelo a distant third 
at 6%. In road trash Miller/Coor’s and 
Corona/Modelo were separated by only 
two containers. AB INBev accounted 
for a full 14% of all road trash. Miller/
Coor’s accounted for 3% and Corona/
Modelo only accounted for 2% of total 
road trash. AB INBev with 151 pieces 
of individual trash easily exceeded 
Coca-Cola’s absolute total of 5% (53). 
Of the top eight individual road pollut-
ers only AB INBev was able to increase 
production (up 31%) in 2012. There are 
many beer labels in the U.S., but 82% of 
beer is sold by just three producers, AB 
INBev, SAB Miller, and Grupo Modelo. 
As of January 2013, AB INBev is the 
object of a Justice Department injunc-
tion to block the proposed acquisition 
of Grupo Modelo, the holding company 
of Corona-Modelo, in a deal worth $20 
billion . No wonder that there is similar-
ity between most beers sold in the U.S. 
As Pulitzer prize winning author, Steve 
Pearlstein, points out in the 3 Feb. 2013 
Washington Post, “since 2008 despite 
a recession and a modest decrease in 
the amount of beer it sold, America’s 
beer duopolists have increased prices; 

operating profits and share prices…..to 
achieve the corporate executive nirvana 
– the appearance of competition without 
any real competition.”2

This year the “Egregious Eight” 
accounted for 39% of all road trash. 
The cumulative total number of pieces 
of  trash per year generally averages 
approximately 1100. 78% of this trash 
clearly bears the label of a commercial 
entity. 22% of all trash could be said to 
be “accidental.” Or to look at the situa-
tion in another way, corporations have 
exercised a right to dispose of at least 
78% of the trash found on the public 
roads. The following corporate entities 
are ranked in order of gross trash pro-
duction: 

1.In Bev-AB (151), production is up 
31% over 2011!
2.Coca Cola (53), down 48% from 
2011
3.Marlboro. (52), down 4% from 
2011
4.Pepsico (50), down 34% from 
2011
5.7-Eleven (34), unchanged from 
2011
6.McDonald’s (30), down 51% from 

2011
7.SAB Miller (28)	 , down 26% 
from 2011
8.Grupo Modelo (22), down 45% 
from 2011	  

Last year’s Foxcroft Road Pig 
Pen winner, Van Metre Homes, won out 
by placing signs, which were against 
Loudoun County ordinances, along the 
road every Friday evening. These signs 
were removed every Saturday morn-
ing. After this column appeared in The 
Middleburg Eccentric in late January 
2011, Van Metre ceased to put up any 
more signs. Could it be only a coinci-
dence? We also regret the disappearance 
of Hostess Twinkie and Ding Dong 
wrappers. Hostess is said to have been 
victimized by labor unrest. Uranium 
mining will have to wait for another 
year to pollute Virginia. Unfortunately 
a bottle deposit bill will have to wait 
as well. Tom Friedman relates a story 
concerning the late American entrepre-
neur, Steve Jobs. When Jobs first went 
to the small Reed College in Oregon, 
he dropped out after one semester. The 
second semester he stayed at Reed tak-
ing courses while sleeping on friends’ 
floors, getting one free meal per week 
at the Hare Krishna temple and other-
wise supporting himself by gathering 
5 cent bottles for recycling.3 Of course, 
no such thing could happen in the Old 
Dominion, since Virginia has no bottle 
deposit bill. 

This year’s Foxcroft Road Pig 
Pen grand prize is awarded to AB IN-
Bev, which has increased trash produc-
tion by 31% over 2011 qualifying the 
corporation as “King of the Road.” AB 
INBev and its predecessor Anheuser-
Busch have been the subject of at least 
two recent books, Bitter Brew: The Rise 
and Fall of Anheuser-Busch and Ameri-
ca’s Kings of Beer, November 2012, by 
William Knoedelseder, and Dethroning 
the King: The Hostile Takeover of An-
heuser-Busch, an American Icon, Nov 
2011, by Julie MacIntosh. The titles 
speak for themselves and they make for 
interesting reading.

WHM
1.Bayer, R., Gostin, J.D., and 

Marcus-Toll, D., “Repackaging Ciga-
rettes- Will the Courts Thwart the 
FDA?” N. Engl. J. Med. 367; 22, No-
vember 29,2012, p. 2065-2070.

2.Pearlstein, Steve, “King of 
Beers or Absolute Monarch,” The 
Washington Post, 3 Feb 2013, Sec G 
p.15.

3.Friedman, T. and Mandel-
baum, M., That Used to be Us, MacMil-
len Audio, 2011.

Summary of Repetitive Trash
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Beverage Containers

Generic Cups
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91 39 64 69 66 62 53 82 88 614

124 113 127 146 103 163 270 144 127 1317

697 765 776 727 472 663 729 567 534 5930
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AB INBev Garners 2012 Trash Production Award
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Generic Cups Misc

Soft Drinks
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Pepsico

Coca Cola

7UP/ Dr. Pepper

Select (Safeway)

Arizona

Red Bull 

Other

96 92 112 90 70 80 123 76 50

87 87 80 98 81 76 73 102 53

13 20 12 10 10 11 13 13 17

17 22 12 6 6 2 12 9 0

2 4 3 1 3 4 18 7 6

11 26 19 20 19 40 16 14 15

40 30 70 73 51 46 57 75 68

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Deer Park

Aquafina(Pepsico)

Dannan

Desani(Coca Cola)

Kirkland

Nestle’s

Refreche

My Essentials

Others

2 27 19 26 11 19 26 26 21

9 3 10 11 5 6 8 8 5

1 7 8 4 0 1 0 0 3

4 11 10 17 6 10 7 5 3

0 0 0 7 4 5 9 4 3

0 0 0 9 2 8 5 4 11

0 0 0 7 1 11 14 8 3

10

14 16 12 14 10 12 17 21 21

Water

Soft Drinks
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Pepsico

Coca Cola

7UP/ Dr. Pepper

Select (Safeway)

Arizona

Red Bull 

Other

96 92 112 90 70 80 123 76 50

87 87 80 98 81 76 73 102 53

13 20 12 10 10 11 13 13 17

17 22 12 6 6 2 12 9 0

2 4 3 1 3 4 18 7 6

11 26 19 20 19 40 16 14 15

40 30 70 73 51 46 57 75 68

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Deer Park

Aquafina(Pepsico)

Dannan

Desani(Coca Cola)

Kirkland

Nestle’s

Refreche

My Essentials

Others

2 27 19 26 11 19 26 26 21

9 3 10 11 5 6 8 8 5

1 7 8 4 0 1 0 0 3

4 11 10 17 6 10 7 5 3

0 0 0 7 4 5 9 4 3

0 0 0 9 2 8 5 4 11

0 0 0 7 1 11 14 8 3

10

14 16 12 14 10 12 17 21 21

Water

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Budweiser

Bud Lite

Busch

Natural Ice

Natural Dry

Natural Light

Michelob

Corona/Medelo

Coor’s 

Pabst Blue Ribbon

Steel Reserve  

Heineken 

Foster’s

Yeungling 

Others 

86 78 78 119 68 36 36 42 51

84 33 58 41 52 40 40 28 37

16 29 33 32 24 17 14 18 8

71 50 67 77 29 6 4 4 5

8 17 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 5 2 12 14 2 9 12 1

7 19 8 7 12 10 5 11 6

23 20 23 26 10 17 20 52 40

18 22 5 32 43 33 120 107 38

3 6 19 5 1 1 2 1 1

3 4 16 2 1 2 1 2 5

0 0 0 0 14 13 18 20 7

0 0 0 0 5 2 0 3 0

0 0 0 0 0 6 9 5 9

35 62 65 41 38 19 14 23 20

Beer / Wine / Booze

Summary of Repetitive Trash
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total

Tobacco

Slow Food

Fast Food

Beverage Containers

Generic Cups

Misc

Total

42 61 100 92 63 73 70 92 96 689

91 39 64 69 66 62 53 82 88 614

124 113 127 146 103 163 270 144 127 1317

697 765 776 727 472 663 729 567 534 5930

78 86 80 88 40 49 61 35 50 567

0 22 73 126 162 89 103 185 194 954

1032 1086 1220 1248 906 1099 1286 1105 1089

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Marlboro

Parliament

Camel 

Red Man

Newport

Merit

Benson & Hedges

Other

22 33 64 47 43 32 33 54 52

0 5 1 2 5 4 2 0 1

6 7 5 6 3 0 5 11 16

1 1 1 4 2 0 1 0 0

3 4 13 15 4 8 11 12 14

0 0 0 0 4 15 7 0 0

0 0 0 0 3 4 1 2 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Tobacco

7%
6%

13%

59%

6%

9%

% of Total  Years Trash by Type

Tobacco Slow Food
Fast Food Beverage Containers
Generic Cups Misc

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

McDonald’s

Chick-Fil-A

7-Eleven

Taco Bell

Starbucks

Sheetz

Wendy’s

Burger King

Dunkin Donuts

KFC 

Popeyes

Subway

Others

64 38 48 62 51 75 128 61 30

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14

34 39 29 32 23 15 36 34 34

2 2 0 1 1 5 13 10 6

6 6 1 11 2 7 7 6 3

4 4 8 4 4 3 4 2 5

4 0 4 2 5 25 27 5 3

4 2 8 5 2 2 10 3 1

1 5 3 3 2

6 0 3 2 3 2

30 2 2

8

12 23 23 23 13 23 10 15 17

Fast Food

Sheila Johnson Introduces “Interludes”
Beautiful SJ Scarf Collection Inspired by the Images She Loves

Wherever Sheila 
Johnson travels, 
she photographs 
the  beauty and 

the inestimable power of the 
scenes she sees.  Whether she 
is just waking up on a winter 
morning in Hunt Country to 
see a sugar maple in its fiery 
splendor, or visiting Haiti after 
the earthquake to find and pho-
tograph a still-standing clas-
sically beautiful blue door of 
grace and strength that could 
not be bowed by the elements, 
she sees beauty all around her.

Because she cherishes the 
beautiful things she sees, and 
because she so wanted to share 
them to inspire others she 

worked with Mirko Iglio, the 
noted Florentine textile design 
consultant, to create a new line 
of truly spectacular scarves 
that reproduce her photo-
graphs on enormous, supple, 
natural fabric that Mirko says 
are  “… miraculously Bella!”

“Everywhere I go I’ve tak-
en my camera for the last twen-
ty years,” Sheila explained.  
“Photography is an artform I 
love because, if you keep your 
eyes open, you will really see 
every aspect of what’s going 
on around you. 

“I believe Virginia horse 
country is one of the most 
beautiful places in the world.  
Every morning when I am at 
home, I see something beauti-
ful in the ever-changing land-
scape.

“It was a dream of mine 
to be able to share my photo-
graphs with others.  As Mirko 
says, ‘Florence is the most 
famous textile city in the 
world,’… so  it was only natu-
ral that I ask him to help me 
create my collection.”

Best known as a success-
ful entrepreneur and philan-
thropist, Sheila’s roots have 
always been in culture and the 
arts—a lifelong love that her 
new SJ Scarf Collection  fully 
expresses.

The stunning scarves are 
large enough to wrap around 

the wearer several times.   The 
vibrant colors of her photo-
graphs form a gorgeous ab-
stract palette when draped 
across ones shoulders, and a 
stunning reproduction of her 
spectacular photographs when 
fully extended.

Described by Italian 
Vogue as ‘…a mother, artist, 
sports enthusiast, film pro-
ducer, designer, philanthropist 
and social engineer in a petite 
powerhouse…’ Sheila’s SJ 
Collection of luxury scarves 
that she refers to as “wearable 
art” are  “…destined to be-
come another part of her ever 
growing empire.”

“Each scarf tells an inspir-

ing, uplifting, intimate story,” 
Sheila explains.  “Even among 
the rubble in Haiti, there was 
real beauty.”

Questioned by Yomi Abi-
ola of Italian Vogue about 
her business acumen, she ex-
plained many things about 
success that women can learn 
from sports:

“Women need to play the 
game to get the deals. We learn 
how to broker deals, how to 
empower ourselves, not be-
hind the desk, but through real 
competition.” 

Johnson is very much on 
the field and playing at the top 
of her game. Her stamina for 
creativity and expansion are 
inexhaustible. Her mantra is to 
keep giving back and empower 
the community.

Today, Sheila is not just 
giving back through phi-
lanthropy and industry, she 
plans to share her inspirations 
and her passion with others 
through her beautiful photo-
graphic scarves.

Her ties to the world of 
art and design run deep. She 
serves as chair of the Board 
of Governors of Parsons The 
New School for Design in 
NYC, where she funded both 
an award-winning design 
center and a scholarship for 
talented but underserved stu-
dents. In May 2012, Johnson, 

along with designer and friend 
Donna Karan, was honored by 
Parsons for her contributions 
to the field. A fervent advocate 
of arts and education, she was 
appointed by President Obama 
to serve on the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities. 

An accomplished violinist, 
Johnson earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in music from the Uni-
versity of Illinois. A mother of 
two, she lives in Middleburg, 
VA, with her husband, the 
Honorable William T. New-
man, Jr.  

For more information, 
please visit www.sheilajohn-
soncollection.com. 
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Pay us just 1% for the same services provided by other real estate companies.

Buyers Are Doing More To Find Their Homes

So Why Should You Pay High Commissions?

Dave Olimpi
Vice President 
Realtor

Kathryn Sink
Vice President 
Realtor

James Atkins
President 
Principal Broker

Box 345, 23262 Dover Rd., Ste. 100
Middleburg, VA 20118 
jim@homesforleaders.com 
www.homesforleaders.com
703.447.2302

Wanted:  Portraits of 
The Blackburn Family

Daniel Morrow

Early in its history the 
Clarke County Historical 
society commissioned a 
series of photographs of 

portraits of outstanding citizens 
in the history of Clarke County.

Unfortunately the records of 
who owned the original portraits, 
if such records ever existed, are no 
longer available.

Happily, the Society has pub-
lished most, if not all the photo-
graphs on its web site.

This is the only known im-
age of VMI Cadet Thomas 
Blackburn’s father, Richard Scott 
Blackburn, published on line at 
http://clarkecounty.pastperfect-
online.com/31579cgi/mweb.
exe?request=record;id=F1FE6915-
C 8 7 0 - 4 C A 3 - A 1 1 0 -

301106056314;type=102
It is describe on the Society’s 

website as follows:
“Portrait of Dr. Richard Scott 

Blackburn (1809-1867) who was 
a son of Thomas Blackburn and 
Elizabeth Sinclair (1776-1840), his 
wife, who was a daughter of John 
and Margaret Sinclair, of what is 
now Jefferson County, West Vir-
ginia. Thomas Blackburn was the 
second son of Lieut. Col. Thomas 
Blackburn (1740-1807) of ”Rip-
pon Lodge,” who was commis-
sioned a first lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army, Nov. 1, 1799. He had many 
descendants and died in 1813. His 
sister, Julia Ann, married Judge 
Bushrod Washington to whom 
Gen. Washington devised ”Mt. 
Vernon.” Lieut. Thomas Blackburn 
was the grandson of Col. Rich-
ard and Mary Watts Blackburn of 
”Rippon Lodge,” the former being 
the first of his name and family to 
emigrate to America from England. 
Dr. Richard Scott Blackburn mar-
ried, Nov. 13, 1833, Sarah Anne El-
len Thomas, daughter of Governor 
Thomas of Maryland.”

If you own the original paint-
ing of Richard Scott Blackburn, or 
know where it can be found, please 
contact this newspaper (dan@
mbecc.com) and/or the Clarke 
County Historical Association.

And please visit the Society’s 
website at  http://clarkecounty.past-
perfect-online.com  for more.

Local Economy Forecasted to Decline in 2013, 
But Builders Are Betting On New Home Demand     
Real Estate Reality

A new report forecasts that 
Northern Virginia’s 2013 
economy will decline 
from last year’s tepid           

3% growth to 2.8%, as the United 
States confronts a “New Normal”, 
with growth much slower than 
recoveries from previous reces-
sions. Developers, however, still 
see a demand for properly priced,              
new homes, as seen near Aldie, 
Lenah Run, Haymarket, and 
South Riding.

In its January Greater Wash-
ington Economic Conference, 
George Mason University’s Cen-
ter for Regional Analysis pre-
dicted a smaller and aging Federal 
workforce, fewer domestic and 
international migrants to the area, 
and younger and lower paid work-
ers filling the “New Normal”, 
new jobs. Hundreds of investors, 
builders, lenders, and realtors-in-
cluding this writer-listened in rapt 
attention as Dr. Stephen Fuller 
presented his 21st annual report 
covering the next five years.

Daily we experience or see 
the clogged roads that affirm that 
the health of the Fairfax and Ar-
lington economy affects the hous-
ing market as far away as western 
Loudoun/Round Hill/Middleburg. 
Significant numbers of Ashburn 
residents commute to DC, Res-
ton, Fairfax, and Roslyn.  Our 
homes and jobs are separated by 
hour-long commutes in Northern 
Virginia so when government 
agencies and companies near and 
inside the Beltway encounter eco-
nomic woes or flat growth, conse-

quences exist.
Unfortunately, Dr. Fuller and 

other conference speakers did not 
offer near-term hope. Not until 
2014 will the Washington Area 
economy grow more than 3% and 
not until 2017, said a FANNIE 
MAE speaker, will median priced 
home values across the Nation 
reach their 2007 values. 

Douglas Duncan, FAN-
NIE’s Chief Economist, told us 
that “Housing is on firm footing, 
headed in the right direction, but 
not robust”. He also said that U.S. 
home ownership will continue to 
decline from its 2006 level of 69% 
to about 65%. Nationally, Duncan 
forecast GDP growth in 2013 of 
2.2% and 2.4% in 2014. Not the 
best news for his audience, nor for 
local home buyers and sellers.

However, those who do want 
to buy homes will have many 
choices as single family home 
construction will increase in 
2014-17 and the prices of exist-
ing homes are likely to undergo 
price compression due, if nothing 
else, to the law of supply and de-
mand. Many of these new homes 
are in the Rt 7 and Rt 50 corridors 
around Ashburn, South Riding, 
Purcellville and Round Hill where 
to-be-built attached new homes 
are available for $3-500,000, 
and single family units for $5-
700,000. Builders are setting price 
points that the “New Normal” 
buyers can afford with the current 
low mortgage rates.

Despite Northern Virginia’s 
very good December sales of 

2,289 homes-up 5.39%, higher 
home selling prices -up 13.3% 
year over year, and a recent report 
by the National Association of 
Realtors that 2012 had the highest 
existing home sales in five years, 
the local Metropolitan Regional 
Information Service recently 
reported that “….several clues 
reveal a possible softening of de-
mand in the near-term and new 
contracts have declined slightly 
for the 2nd straight month. Addi-
tionally, unseasonable declines in 
sales and median price from No-
vember could be an early sign of 
weakening demand.”

Explaining one contributor 
to the possible slowdown, GMU’s 
Fuller observed that despite the 
growing number of jobs in North-
ern Virginia, many will pay less. 
“It takes two jobs to equal the 
levels of income of 2007”, he 
said. Education and healthcare, he 
reported, will have two thirds of 
the new jobs the next few years, 
with construction and the Federal 
workforce, which provided 39.8% 
of local jobs, declining.

In my own real estate busi-
ness of helping Northern Virginia 
companies recruit out-of-area 
candidates, one major client has 
curtailed all hiring due to the Se-
questration threat and another, one 
of the largest employers in North-
ern Virginia, has reduced its six 
month executive recruiting plans 
to two positions from more than 
ten in early 2012. 

The GMU forecast indicates 
that the aging and retiring Federal 

workforce, the influx of younger 
and single workers who rent rath-
er than buy, and the growing num-
ber of retiring Baby Boomers who 
are expected to downsize, will 
pressure the existing single family 
home market, especially the larger 
homes. 

Conclusion: Don’t expect 
much price growth the next three 
years. If you want to sell your 
home, this year is as good as next 
year. If you are in the market for 
your first home, prices and mort-
gage rates are really good. 

Next month: The Govern-
ment’s new rules that significantly 
alter home mortgage terms and 
conditions and may reduce the 
number of mortgages issued.

James Atkins is President of 
Homes For Leaders Real Estate.  
jim@homesforleaders.com

 

130 South Madison Street • Middleburg, VA 20117 • www.thehillschool.org  

Learn more about Hill’s educational philosophy 
and program, including how we use our 137 
acre campus as one of our many classrooms 

To RSVP for an Information Session please  
call Kelly Johnson at 540-687-5897 

 
Apply now for the 2013-2014 school year 

    The Hill School 
   K-8 Co-educational Day School • Founded in 1926 
 

Scientists work and learn in the field.     
Our students do too.  

Information Sessions  
Wednesday, February 27, 2013   

at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our March Mixer

Tuesday, March 12
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
The Hill School
130 S. Madison
Meet in the theater

Coat drive for Seven Loaves—
please bring your gently-used coats

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Rick Bechtold’s Richard Allen Clothing offi-
cially opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony 
on Saturday, February 16th. L to R Rich Lu-
trell, Rick Bechtol, Robin Cavanagh, Middle-
burg’s Police Chief A.J. Panebianco and Town 
Council member Trobridge Littleton.

Rose Rogers with her Dad, John Zugschw-
ert’s, famous, award winning, 25 year old 
Jade Plant in an amazing full bloom.

Richard Allen 
Clothing Open

Who Knew Jade 
Could Bloom
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It’s 10,950 nightly 
walks with the dogs. 

A stroll down the aisle 
with a bride, and later, up the aisle

with a daughter.
It looks like a knee. But it’s really

a pretty amazing guy.
At Fauquier Health, we know a key part of healing is understanding you as a 
person -- your family, your lifestyle, your work. That’s why we’re Virginia’s only 
hospital with the Planetree designation for patient-centered care.

Planetree Designated
Patient-Centered Care.

www.fauquierhealth.org

Orthopedics

Faces & Places

Independent thinkers welcome.

Call 540.878.2741 today to schedule  
an introductory tour of our campus. 
www.highlandschool.org 

visit us on...

Our newest scholarship program...
where merit meets opportunity
The Piedmont Scholarship program is now available for new students entering 

grades 9-12 this fall. Made possible through generous donations from the 

Highland community, the merit scholarships award up to $10,000 each academic 

year to deserving, qualified students. 

The Piedmont Scholarship, along with our established Founder’s Scholarship  

and  financial aid opportunities, helps ensure our school remains full of  

students dedicated to making a difference--in Highland’s community,  

and outside it.

News of Note
La Bal de Fur at Ayrshire Farm
Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Harriett Condon and Reddy Meuniere

Brian Lichorowic, Mimi Stein and Micky Gustafson

Ursula  Landsrath and Belinda Burwell, DVM

Filmmaker 
Lavinia Currier 
Screens “OKA!” 
at Foxcroft

Local filmmaker and envi-
ronmentalist Lavinia Cur-
rier will screen and discuss 
her movie OKA! at Foxcroft 

School on Tuesday, March 12 at 
7pm. 

The public is invited to attend 
this latest offering of the Helen Cu-
dahy Niblack ’42 Arts Lecture Se-
ries in the Athletic/Student Center 
on the Foxcroft campus. 

Currier, a Fauquier, VA, resi-
dent, co-wrote and directed OKA!, 
based on the unpublished memoir of 
ethnomusicologist Larry Sarno. 

Set mostly in the stunningly 
beautiful rainforest of Central Af-
rica, the movies tells the story of 
Larry Whitman, an American who, 
despite a failing liver, accompanies 
the Bayaka pygmies on a dangerous 
journey into the heart of the forest. 

The film, co-produced by Cur-
rier and James Bruce, premiered at 
the 2010 Telluride Film and, in its 
final cut, at the 2011 Washington DC 
Environmental Film Festival.

Filmed in English, French, San-
go, and Akka, OKA! stars Kris Mar-
shall, perhaps best known for his 
role in Love Actually, with Isaach de 
Bankolé,  Will Yun Lee, and a won-
derful Bayaka ensemble. 

Isaach de Bankolé is a veteran 
of more than 30 films, including 
Diving Bell and the Butterfly (2007) 
and Casino Royale (2006); Lee ap-
peared in Total Recall and Die An-

other Day and has been named one 
of People Magazine’s “Most Beauti-
ful People.” 

Lavinia Currier, studied poetry 
at Harvard University and acting at 
the Neighborhood Playhouse in New 
York. She has made several feature 
films, including Heart of the Gar-
den, which won a 1985 Gold Eagle 
Cine Award, and Passion in the Des-
ert (1997). She was executive pro-
ducer of the acclaimed documentary 
The Sun Behind the Clouds: Tibet’s 
Struggle for Freedom (2010), and 
received the International Campaign 
for Tibet’s Light of Truth Award 
from the Dalai Lama for her support 
of Tibetan refugees. Foxcroft’s Au-
drey Bruce Currier Library is named 
for her mother.

The free, public screening is 
part of a longer visit to Foxcroft by 
Currier during which she will share 
the story of her artistic journey with 
students and faculty in other more 
informal and conversational events.    

The Helen Cudahy Niblack 
’42 Arts Lecture Series, established 
by Austi Brown (Foxcroft Class of 
1973) in memory of her mother, has 
brought a variety of literary, per-
forming, and fine artists to Foxcroft 
to share their work, stories, and per-
spective on the nature of the creative 
process with both students and the 
larger community since it began in 
2007.

Sajen Takes the Lead

You may have seen him 
around Middleburg, a black 
Labrador cross wearing a 
blue and yellow vest, trot-

ting happily alongside his partner’s 
motorized wheelchair. Sajen, a skilled 
companion service dog from Canine 
Companions for Independence (CCI), 
is 11 now and his muzzle is graying, 
but he has definitely left his mark on 
his girl and on this community.

For eight years, Sajen and his best 
friend, Caroline Elgin, have led an ev-
er-increasing group of CCI graduates, 
volunteers and puppies-in-training 
down Main Street in the Middleburg 
Christmas Parade. This year, the en-
thusiastic spectator response at our 
small local parade inspired Caroline’s 
mom, Carina, to apply to march in the 
somewhat larger Inaugural Parade. 
Amazingly, CCI was one of 40 groups 
out of 3,000 that applied to be given 
the honor.

Caroline and Sajen, tail wagging, 
led the way, down Pennsylvania Av-
enue, with 56 CCI dogs and 135 hu-
mans. 16 people and 6 dogs were there 
representing Middleburg-area, in this 
amazing, once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity. 

Sajen and Caroline have indeed 
been amazing ambassadors for CCI 
in the nine years they have been best 
friends and partners. Thanks to meet-
ing them, enough volunteer puppy 
raisers have stepped up to the plate to 
have a regular, bi-weekly CCI puppy 
training class at the Middleburg Amer-
ican Legion Hall. In addition to several 
amazing local individuals and families 
raising puppies, three area schools 
have taken the challenge: Middleburg 
Montessori (Shyla), Middleburg Acad-
emy (Rocco), and in early March, the 
Foxcroft School Freshman dorm will 
be raising a pup. (Sajen was raised at a 
boarding school in Vermont and thinks 

its great!)
The puppies, Labradors or golden 

retrievers or crosses between the two, 
are specifically bred in California for 
the job by CCI’s geneticist. They are 
then flown to volunteer puppy raisers 
across the country for the next stage 
of their lives. For about 15 months, 
these volunteers love, train and social-
ize their special charges, and then give 
them back for thorough evaluation and 
advanced training. Puppy raisers are 
amazing people, a key component of 
the community of kindness that is CCI.

Puppy raiser MegAnn Slater of 
Upperville will be flying to California 
this month to hand over Freedom’s 
leash to his new partner. The ticket was 
provided through the generosity and 
United mileage of a Middleburg area 
CCI supporter. Most of the dogs from 
Virginia graduate from CCI’s New 
York facility, as did Casella Slater’s 
Elizabeth III, several years ago. She 
stays in touch with his partner, a young 
man with cerebral palsy. Gail Griffith 
of Philomont, now on puppy number 
5, Carlo, has had three puppies gradu-
ate, beating the odds.

Only 40 per cent of the dogs 
graduate, and puppy raisers are given 
the opportunity to keep them. Some 
Middleburg pups have already found 
their way home. Suzanne Lamb raised 
Bradley for CCI, only to have skin al-
lergies block his way. Bradley has hap-
pily found another career, as husband 
Steve’s hunting dog, and is a happy 
retriever.

Two Middleburg pups are still in 
Advanced Training at the CCI North 
East Regional Center in Medford, 
NY. Kai, raised by Julie Coles and 
Andrews, raised by Georgiana Watt, 
are still busy learning the advanced 
commands such as opening doors and 
turning off light switches, and may be 
matched with their people with dis-

abilities during April or August gradu-
ations.

Thanks to Sajen, Middleburg 
has truly embraced CCI. This dog-
loving community has stepped to the 
plate and made generous donations, to 
help CCI breed, train and place these 
amazing dogs for free. Customers 
at Middleburg’s Common Grounds 
bought enough of Caroline’s specially 
designed mugs for Caroline to be able 
to donate $400 to CCI, and her t-shirts 
on sale at The Fun Shop raised more 
money for the cause.  

Wylie Wagg is extremely support-
ive of all CCI does, and Sajen loves to 
stop by for a biscuit. The Studio gave 
free baths to the Middleburg pups 
marching in the parade, as captured by 
a New York Times photographer. Car-
oline, a graphic and web design major 
at The Art Institute, donates a portion 
of every sale from her website , named 
for her labradorable Sajen to CCI. 
(www.labradorabledesigns.com) 

“I just do everything I can to give 
back to CCI, for changing my life by 
giving me Sajen”, Caroline added.

Sajen will be retiring soon, and 
Caroline will be getting a CCI “suc-
cessor dog”. Sajen be able to stay with 
Caroline, hog the couch, belly flop into 
the pool and be a happy farm dog. He 
brought her from a shy fifth grader, 
hiding behind her bangs, to a confi-
dant happy college student. He gave 
her the courage to find her place in 
the world, to reach for her own special 
star. Thank you, Sajen… CCI family 
and Middleburg CCI supporters.

Cynthia Daily, Kim Shelly and Stephanie Nicoll.
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Progeny

Iron Work Gold

Wine Tasting

MELMORE, INC.
Historic Restoration,

Design & Custom Building
VA Class A Contrator’s License

Lead EPA Certified
Maximizing tax credits & cost control

Middleburg VA
540.687.3003

Email: tl@melmore.com

since 1982 

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Pets & Grooming

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

www.MiddleburgGroomer.com
() -

All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments

Roofing

Construction

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Free Organic Apple
With purchase 
of any sandwich. 
Good thru March 2013

Window Cleaning

540.687.3200

Deadline for Mar. 28th issue is Mar.14th

Organic Foods

Home Delivery
Fresh Cut Beef, Pork,

Lamb, Poultry!
Order Online

& Visit Our Fully
Stocked Farm Shop

From your
local farmer
703.300.5765

Pasture-raised.
Affordable.
Hormone &
Antibiotic-free!

www.FieldsofAthenryFarm.com
38082 Snickersville Turnpike, Purcellville, VA  20132

Middleburg Eccentric ad Dec. 2012_Middlebu           

www.mbecc.com * Facebook.com/MiddleburgEccentric

EmbroideryCatering
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“I’m bullish on
the housing recovery.

Call me!”

HOLLY HOOPES
Office: 540-338-2223 • Mobile: 703-409-2600

Holly.Hoopes@suntrust.com

Books

CateringBack Street

5 East Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-3154
bscafe@middleburg.com

�
Weddings · Receptions

Anniversaries · Parties · Tailgates
Luncheons · Special Occasions

We have lots of new 
books for every reader.

Special orders,  author signings, 
book clubs & more.

Hours: Mon~Sat 10 to 6, Sun 12 to 5
10 South Liberty St., Middleburg, VA

540-687-7016 
secondchapterbks@gmail.com

Make it Uniquely Personal!
Custom Embroidery for all your 

business and personal needs
540-592-9599

www.stellaandbean.com
www.companycasuals.com/stellaandbean

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114 
877-900-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Avery 5371

S U N R I S E

CERTIFIED 
ARBORISTS ON 

STAFF.

A R B O R I C U LT U R E  L L C .

THE HIGHEST QUALITY TREE CARE DELIVERED 
BY RELIABLE PROFESSIONALS.

a rbo r i cu l t u re@sun r i s e -a rbo r i cu l t u re . com
w w w . s u n r i s e - a r b o r i c u l t u r e . c o m

 540.999.8912   
703.574.3755     

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair Health

FREE In-Home Needs Assessment

Meeting the Needs of the Whole Person. . .
Body, Mind, and Spirit.

www.CleansingWater.com
30 Main Street, Suite 234 • Warrenton, VA 20186

(540) 341-0212 • (866) 294-4665 • Fax (540) 341-8477

Mortgages

Taxi Service
703-999-9672

Located in Middleburg
Serving 

Loudoun & FauquierCounties
Dulles, Reagan, Baltimore  Airports

 Accept Credit Cards

Call or Text early for service

Taxi Service

Landscaping

Marcelino caMpos

Campos
Landscaping

Mowing & landscaping

Oil Changing • Blade Sharpening

gutter Cleaning • pOwer waShing

540.398.6540
540.671.3847

macampos75@hotmail.com

Printing

MIDDLEBURG PRINTERS
Your Hometown Professionals

Letterheads • Envelopes
Business Cards • Brochures

Invitations • Informals
Booklets • Flyers

Copy Services
Digital Black & White  •  Laser Color

Direct from Computer

540-687-5710  •  Fax 540-687-3821
middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

The Piedmont Building  •  5 E. Federal St.
Middleburg, Virginia

ANDERSON COOPER 
GROUP

ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

Architect

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

Preview Fun days @ Foxcroft

Foxcroft’s unique day camp 
that debuted to rave re-
views last summer, in-
vites prospective campers 

and their families to a summer 
preview Open House at Foxcroft 
School on Sunday, February 24 
from 1:00-3:00 pm. 

The Open House, hosted by fun 
days co-directors Michelle Woodruff 
and Katie Turner, will be held at the 
Athletic/Student Center on Foxcroft’s 
500-acre campus, four miles north of 
Middleburg, on Foxcroft Road.

Fun days has expanded its pro-
gram to offer eight one-week sessions 
and an impressive 22 specialty camps. 

The program begins June 17 and 

ends August 16, with no camp during 
the week of July 4. 

In addition to the core, traditional 
summer camp program for ages 5-12, 
a less formal option called Camp 
Dowachyawanna will be offered sev-
eral weeks in August. Camp OT offers 
extended care, starting at 7:00 am and 
running to 6:00 pm

Morning specialty camps for 
various ages -- as young as 5-8 and 
old as 15 -- range from theater, arts, 
and riding to science, and sports. New 
offerings for 2013 include computer 
programming, culinary arts, dance, 
outdoor adventures, sewing, softball, 
and “Little Scientists.”  

Many of the specialty camps are 
led by Foxcroft coaches and faculty, 

including Director of Riding Kate 
Worsham, Science Department Chair 
Dr. Maria Eagen, and varsity coaches 
Patrick Finn (lacrosse), Kate Barston 
(tennis), and Woodruff (field hockey) 
– whose most recent Foxcroft squads 
all advanced to the state semifinals or 
better!

All the camps are offered in 
one-week sessions, a la carte, so that 
youngsters can choose exactly what 
they want to do and families can ar-
range attendance around vacations 
and over summer plans. Transporta-
tion from convenient locations are 
available as well.

For more information, please vis-
it our website at www.foxcroft.org or 
call Foxcroft School at 540.687.4553. 

Hank Berg  to Continue 
Leadership at Highland School

Highland School’s Board 
of Trustees is pleased to 
announce that Head of 
School Hank Berg has 

agreed to a new contract that en-
sures he will remain the school’s 
leader through June 2015.

Berg has led Highland since 
2005. During that time, he has played 
a significant role in major initiatives 
that have touched every Highland stu-
dent, including the renovation of the 
Middle school, construction of the 
Lower School, which earned a pres-
tigious LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) certifica-
tion, and the opening of the Upper 
School Humanities wing. 

He has also has helped assemble 
a faculty and staff that consistently in-
spire students to deliver superior aca-
demic and athletic achievement. 

“The foundation of every school 
is made up of strong, stable leader-
ship, and that is exactly what Hank has 
provided Highland School for the last 
seven years,” said Tim Dunn, chair-
man of Highland’s Board of Trustees.

 “The positive changes Hank has 
overseen are simply breathtaking. The 
expansion of our facilities, the im-
provement of our academic programs, 
and the quality of our faculty and staff 
are all thanks to his leadership, and we 
are pleased that his commitment has 
been extended for several more years, 
at least.”

Berg has spent the last 34 years 
working at area independent schools, 
holding positions ranging from sci-
ence teacher to head of school. He’s 
also serving as Vice President / Presi-
dent Elect of the Virginia Association 
of Independent Schools, and is on 
track to serve as the organization’s 
president for one year starting in July 
2014.

“It has been a great opportunity 
and privilege to be at Highland at a 
time when we are building the school 
program and facilities of the future,” 
Berg said. “The community of faculty, 
staff, students and parents is just terrif-
ic and the quality of life in Warrenton 
is unbeatable.”

Hill School Announces 
Junior Kindergarten Program

The Hill School of Middleburg, 
Virginia, has announced the creation 
of a new junior kindergarten pro-
gram for 4- to 5-year-old students 
for the 2013-14 school year.

“We are delighted to better 
serve our current families and the 
greater community with this new ju-
nior kindergarten,” Head of School 
Treavor Lord said.  “We have been 
asked about this for years and are 

now pleased to provide families 
with an option for students not quite 
ready for our kindergarten.”

The junior kindergarten will be 
a half-day program with an elective 
afternoon session.

Parents who wish to learn more 
about Hill School and the junior kin-
dergarten program are encouraged 
to contact Kelly Johnson (540-687-
5897 or kjohnson@thehillschool.

org) and attend an information ses-
sion at Hill on Wednesday, February 
27 (at 9 a.m. or 7 p.m.)

The goal of a Hill School edu-
cation is to build character, self-
confidence, and scholarship through 
academic and co-curricular excel-
lence, individualized attention, and 
a strong sense of community.

Wakefield School Selects 
Interim Headmaster

Wakefield School has 
chosen Ed Costello 
to serve as its inter-
im headmaster for 

the 2013-2014 school year.
Costello, who has served 14 

years as headmaster of Durham 
Academy in Durham, N.C., will be-
gin his tenure at Wakefield on July 
1, 2013. 

Wakefield’s current head-
master, Peter Quinn, will end his 
17- year career at Wakefield at the 
conclusion of this school year and 
take the reins of the Peddie School 
in Hightstown, N.J.

Susan Lewis, Wakefield’s 
Board Chair, said the school is de-
lighted with the appointment of 
Costello as interim head.

“His extraordinary credentials 
and distinguished career at several 
prominent independent schools of-
fer continued strong leadership for 

Wakefield School,” she said. “Ed’s 
experience and acumen will serve 
Wakefield well as we build on our 
outstanding academic programs, 
strong character education, and de-
velopment of capable, ethical, and 
articulate citizens.”

Durham Academy is an in-
dependent, co-ed day school with 
1,200 students in pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12.

The school’s mission is to 
provide each student an education 
that will enable him or her to live 
a moral, happy and productive life, 
primarily through intellectual en-
deavor and growth, according to the 
school’s website.

Durham Academy has a 100 
percent college acceptance rate, a 
rigorous college preparatory curric-
ulum, small class sizes, and an expe-
riential education program, and also 
emphasizes character education, the 

web site said.
Costello said he was attracted 

to the mission of Wakefield School.
“I have always been in schools 

with a strong academic orientation,” 
he said. “I believe grounding in the 
liberal arts is the greatest foundation 
you can have in life.”

Costello said he is looking for-
ward to a productive year.

The school is ready to welcome 
him and his experience, Lewis said.

“Ed’s experience at Durham 
Academy and his deep knowledge 
of other regional accreditation re-
quirements, will offer us insights 
into best practices ensuring that our 
programs remain at the forefront of 
independent schools in the region,” 
she said.

Wakefield expects to announce 
its long-term headmaster selection 
in late fall 2013.

Middleburg Academy 
Names New Head of 
School

The Board of Trustees of 
Middleburg Academy, 
Loudoun County’s only in-
dependent, coeducational, 

college preparatory high school, has 
completed its long-term leadership 
succession planning with the hiring 
of Colley W. Bell III as the next Head 
of School. Mr. Bell, currently Head of 
School at Nansemond-Suffolk Acad-
emy, begins his tenure on July 1 under 
an initial five-year employment  con-
tract. 

Middleburg Academy’s current 
Head of School, Dr. Ronald P. Sykes, 
will remain in his position through 
June 30, working closely with the in-
coming Head, the Board of Trustees, 
and administrative team to ensure a 
smooth transition in the six-month 
preparation for new leadership under 
Bell.

In making the announcement, 
Michael S. Hoover, Chairman of 
Middleburg Academy’s Board of 
Trustees, spoke with enthusiasm about 
Mr. Bell’s accomplishments, charac-
ter, and charisma. “We are excited to 
draw upon Mr. Bell’s lifelong love of 
independent schools and his demon-
strated leadership qualities. Everyone 
we’ve spoken to who has worked 
with Colley invariably describes him 
as an engaging and motivating figure, 
one who succeeds at getting people to 
accomplish challenging things. More-
over, his strengths in management, 
finance, and community-building, as 
well as in the development of 21st 
century focused curriculum and tech-

nology, assured us that Colley is the 
right person to take Middleburg Acad-
emy into the future.” 

  Bell has served since 2008 as 
Head of School at Nansemond-Suf-
folk Academy, a 750-student PK-12 
independent school in Suffolk, Vir-
ginia.  Prior to that, he was Assistant 
Headmaster at Tower Hill School in 
Wilmington, Delaware.  Mr. Bell’s in-
dependent school career, which began 
in 1984, has also included teaching, 
coaching, and administrative posi-
tions in Illinois, Kentucky, Massachu-
setts, and New York.  

He is married to Edwina G. Bell, 
Director of Development and Com-
munications for the Chrysler Museum 
of Art in Norfolk.  Together with their 
eleven-year old son, Colley Bell IV, 
they will make their new home in the 
Headmaster’s Carriage House on the 
Middleburg Academy campus. 

As part of its mission, Middleburg 
Academy is committed to providing 
its students with a strong intellec-
tual, spiritual, and moral foundation. 
“Middleburg Academy’s mission and 
vision are very much in keeping with 
my own beliefs,” said Mr. Bell. 

Beautiful Violin Music at 
Middleburg Elementary

Students in grades 2, 3, and 
4 at Middleburg Elemen-
tary School are participat-
ing in an after-school vio-

lin program run as a partnership 
between the Middleburg PTO and 
the Community Music School of 
the Piedmont.

The program began in October 
and will continue until the end of the 
school year. CMSP faculty member, 
Cynthia Saucedo, is pleased with the 
students’ progress.

“The students were complete 
beginners. They are very eager and 
have learned quite a bit in a short 

time,” she continued.   “We plan to 
have them perform in our spring re-
cital, which will be a big treat.”

Susan McGroddy, of the 
Middleburg PTO, expressed her 
enthusiasm for the program. “This 
makes music instruction accessible 
and affordable. We are delighted 
that our Middleburg Elementary stu-
dents have this opportunity.”

For more information about 
this program or any of the music 
instruction that the Music School 
offers, please contact Martha Cotter 
– piedmontmusic@aol.com or 540-
592-3040.  
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SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013 

10AM - NOON 
 

AGES 2-10 
Bring your own basket and camera for a fun filled 
morning, playing games, rolling & hunting eggs! 

For more information call Middleburg Community Center 
at 540-687-6373 

MIDDLEBURG COMMUNITY CENTER’S 

 

 

             SHAKE                                              N’ ROLL 
 

Bring your poker face  
& good luck charm 

Get ready for a night of  
community fun, food & gambling! 

 

Saturday, March 2, 2013 
7-10pm 

 
Tickets $70 in advance/$75.00 at the door 

 

Middleburg Community Center 
300 W. Washington Street, Middleburg, VA 

 
CRAPS ◊ ROULETTE ◊ TEXAS HOLD’EM  

 

BLACKJACK ◊ CARIBBEAN STUD 
 

SLOTS 

Support Troop 2950 — Boy Scouts of Middleburg
  Bagged Mulch SALE

Summer Camp Fundraiser!   

High Quality, double-shredded

$4.50 ea.

Orders must be placed 
by March 2, 2013
Pick up or delivery on March 2nd or 3rd

For more information 
email: Troop2950@gmail.com
or call 540-687-8067

Hardwood Mulch
(3cu.ft.—covers area 3’x4’ —3” deep)

16 South Madison Street, Middleburg, VA 20117
O N L I N E  S TO R E  N OW  O P E N !   G i f t  C a r d s  Av a i l a b l e

www.highcliffeclothiers.com    Phone:  540 • 687 • 5633

LOOK YOUR
VERY BEST

LOSING THAT
VERY BIG FISH.

A SALE THAT 
WILL SUIT 

EVERY MAN AND 
HIS WALLET.

SUITS, SPORT JACKETS, TUXEDOS NOW UP TO 25% OFF.
You know you’ve always wanted a custom tailored suit. There 
has never been a better time. Take advantage of Highcliffe’s 
great selection of sport jackets, suits and tuxedos at post-
holiday prices. It’s the perfect time to get a perfect fit at a 
perfect price. Shop Highcliffe for the highest quality men’s and 
women’s apparel and accessories and look amazing in 2013.

VOTED
BEST OF VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA 

L I V I N G

2012

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

Pastimes

Cindy Battino

Everyone handles grief 
differently. Some 
close up or weep in-
cessantly. Others get 

angry. In my years of work-
ing with people, I find that 
most people hold onto grief 
and stuff it deep inside them-
selves. Over time this can 
make them feel heavy, sad, 
and even lead to depression.

How do you handle 
death? Whether it’s death 
of a pet, friend, or relation-
ship, it’s a part of life that 
we are never prepared for. 
We weren’t taught how to 
say Goodbye in a healthy and 
positive way. Some of my 
most rewarding work is help-
ing people to release grief. 
They experience an immedi-
ate freeing feeling that comes 
from saying Goodbye.

Giving Back

The first part of releas-
ing grief is giving back what 
we have been holding for this 
person. As parents we are im-
perfect and we pass on to our 
children the beliefs, concepts 
and ideas we didn’t do well. 
For example, my friend’s par-
ents would argue loudly and 
consistently about money. 
Every time I was over and the 
father looked at the check-
book, there was anger and 
rage. I would have to excuse 
myself and go home. Know-

ing this friend many years 
later, she still struggles with 
financial responsibility. It is 
the same with our partners. 
We take on and take over 
the issues that they don’t do 
well. What do you hold for 
your mother, father, children, 
spouse, and friends? 

Step #1 – Give it back. 
How? Journal. Make a list. 
Use any object to symbolize 
what you have been holding. 
If you are using an object – 
like stones – hold a stone 
and say: “Frank, I give back 
to you your anger and rage.”  
And put the stone into the 
trash. Repeat this process un-
til you can’t think of anything 
else to return to its rightful 
owner.

Saying Thank You

Each person and ani-
mal that has entered your life 
has given you beautiful gifts. 
Now is the time to thank them 
and show your gratitude for 
the positive affects they have 
had on you.

Step #2 – Say Thank 
You. How? Journal. Make a 
list. Use any object to sym-
bolize your gratefulness for 
each blessing. If you are us-
ing an object, such as leaves, 
hold a leaf and say: “Frank, 
thank you for all of your 
jokes and times you made me 
smile.” And throw the leaf 
into your fireplace, grass, or 
back into the woods. Repeat 
this process until you can’t 
think of anything else to be 
thankful for.

Saying Goodbye

Step #3 – Burn, baby, 
Burn. If you have chosen to 
journal or make lists, stand 
tall in front of your fireplace 
(or outside in the driveway 
or by the grill) and read ev-
erything you have written out 
loud. Take a match and burn 
these pieces of paper and 
watch them turn to ash and 
be carried away from you and 
your life.

Step #4 – Goodbye 
Meditation. Sit with your feet 
flat on the floor, back nice and 
tall, and hands by your sides. 
Close your eyes. In your 
mind’s eye see the person or 
pet in front of you. Tell them 
that you love them, that you 
miss them, and that you know 
they will always be a part of 
you. Tell them Goodbye and 
see yourself walking away. 

Releasing grief is a pow-
erful healer. It will lighten 
your spirit. It will give you 
closure and honor your heart. 

Reinventing 
Grief By Saying 
Goodbye

Tom Neel

I could say in studio lingo, 
that painting is music to 
my ears.   Studio painting 
is generally one of solitude 

and I would assume most artists 
choose something audible over 
silence and I choose music.  I’m 
not sure how I would do in a 
co-op type studio, where chit 
chat can flourish.   Other than 
while working “en plein air”, 
(outside), I’ve really only expe-
rienced something close to it a 
few times in my life as an artist.  
I’m likely as good at chit chat 
as anyone - duly noted,  but one 
must remember to keep their 
eye on the ball or the brush, as 
it were.

I’ve done a little of the 
book on tape type thing over 
the years and it really depends 
on the story as to whether I’ll 
keep up with it or mindlessly 
wander into my painting, where 
it belongs!   When I’m painting 
though, I’m not there to listen to 
a story.  I’m there to create one.  
Finding myself having to con-
centrate on a story, then loosing 
myself in my painting, only to 
have to go back and pick up on 
something I’ve missed in the 
book’s audible delivery, seems 
a pointless exercise.

Sometimes it works and 
sometimes it doesn’t.   It’s as 
simple as that and I admittedly 
could be guilty of not being 
able to chew gum and walk at 
the same time.  Multitasking is 
all fine and good, as long as one 
of those things isn’t really that 
important.   It’s like the person 
texting while walking and walk-
ing into a pole or alas, crashing 
a car.  In any event, we all have 
to find what works for us and if 
it assists you in a motivational 
way, perfect.  If not, well then, 
move along.

As it is though, music seems 
to be my company of choice.  I 
fire up the iPod and Bose combo 
and have at it.  Most songs are 
only a few minutes long, which 
is harder to get wrapped up into 
than a multi chapter story.  So I 
push the button, find a playlist 
or shuffle it up and let it flow.  

As you well know, music 
comes in all kinds and to be 
very frank, there’s little of it that 
I don’t have some interest in.  
That said, some of you reading 
along may have this romantic 
picture of the artist listening to 
Mozart, with one brush in his 
mouth, as if the stem of a rose 
and another carefully applying a 
given stroke.  Or maybe opera or 
holly chants of some sort come 
to mind.   I hate to disappoint, 
as it all has its wonderful place 
in the grand creative scheme 
of things.   But I’ve personally 
found these genres to be a little 
too melodic, long winded and 
of slow energy.  I have listened 
to marching hymns though, 
they’re great fun.   Maybe too 

much so, as I find myself parad-
ing around the studio twirling 
my brush like a baton.  It’s just 
not a pretty picture. 

Past this account of things,  
I do really listen to everything 
else.  Rock, country, blues, pop, 
country rock, show tunes, jazz, 
reggae, folk, R&B, Motown, 
new age, instrumental, guitar (I 
play a bit too), latin, a little hip 
hop, even some metal.  My iPod 
library looks like ten people of 
all different ages are sharing it 
and it covers music from about 
the 1930s forward, though the 
last 30 years get the most air 
time.  

Sometimes it’s just jazz or 
even country, but the music re-
ally needs to be in sync with me.  
Best of all, I mostly just throw 
it all at myself.   That is to say, 
while I do have some playl-
ists which can funnel moods 
or interests.   For the most part 
I just let it happen and see what 
comes up.   Shuffle me.   Ever 
heard Chet Atkins, Al Green, 
Zeppelin, John Prine and Diana 
Krall in a row?  How about Bob 
Marley, John 5, B.B. King, Joan 
Osborne and then Jack Mack 
and the Heart Attacks.  The sil-
liness goes on and on, but wel-
come to my world. 

In this use, tunes are just 
programmable energy levels 
to me.   Some are story driven, 
some more rhythmic focused 
and others are all about beat.  
The best part is I find that the 
music I play never lets my en-
ergy go flat.   I’m going along 
creatively doing my thing and 
just when I mindlessly think 
I’m at a pace, the pace changes.  
It’s the immediacy of being in a 
zone and all of a sudden hearing 
that howl and beat of Michael 
Jackson’s Thriller grabbing you.  
Who needs caffeine and after-
wards, Jackson Brown comes in 
and brings your heart rate back 
down, only to have Joe Cocker 
covering a Beatles’ tune, lift it 
back up again.  I love it and so 
does my painting. 

Now with my writing, I 
have found that music doesn’t 
really assist in this process.  Be-
ing moderately dyslexic is chal-
lenge enough.   My typing is 
like a minefield of typo bombed 
words that challenge the limits 
of spellcheck.  I get by, but mu-
sic would only prolong the end-
ing.  Heck, maybe I should have 
just been a musician!

Live An Artful Life.com  
Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

Karen Rexrode

Our local fields are 
home to a delight-
ful grass which is 
beautiful this time 

of year. Russet-red in winter, 
as the season progresses they 
darken to a tawny red. Only 
two feet tall, little bluestem 
stands out from big bluestem 
with its darker winter color. 
A native to most of North 
America and the official state 
grass of Nebraska, it is better 
known as Schizachyrium sco-
parium. The name is Greek in 
origins, schizein - to split and 
achuron - for chaff, referring 
to the upper lemma. A lemma 
in simple terms, is the shorter, 
leafy blade that surrounds the 
small, feathery plumes. Also 

known by an older name, An-
dropogon, from Greek - man, 
and pogon - meaning beard 
which describes the small di-
vided plumes or spikelets. 
Schizachyarium, pronounced 
chiss-a-CARE-ee-um, is the 
proper name and not terribly 
difficult to say once you get 
passed the spelling. 

Farmers view this grass 
as a sign of poor soil and pas-
ture land that needs lime. Ob-
viously not grazed by deer, the 
seed is eaten by several spe-
cies of grouse, here the ruffed 
grouse. This little known 
grass has been sold by nurser-
ies for a few years as people 
recognize the benefits of na-
tive plants. There are many 
common names linked to little 
bluestem, poverty grass is one 

and may have been coined by 
farmers that resented its pres-
ence in unkempt fields. Capa-
ble of thriving in moist loca-
tions but  thoroughly  drought 
tolerant.

In summer, the common 
name makes more sense as the 
leafy blades are very blue. A 
selection has been collected 
by Kurt Bluemel, Maryland’s 
well known grass guru, which 
he named Schizachyarium 
‘The Blues’. Selected out of a 
field row for its wider blades 
and good blue color. As with 
many ornamental grasses, we 
benefit from two seasons of 
ornament, summer and winter. 
In the summer garden I like to 
plant it with the dwarf Russian 
Sage, oriental lilies and Phlox 
paniculata ‘Junior Bouquet’. 

Little Bluestem 
The Plant Lady
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Pastimes

Stone Ridge - Beautifully built three bedroom 
town home. Three finished levels with bump-
outs on all levels for extra family room, master 
bedroom and lower level living space. Upgrad-
ed cabinets, appliances, counters and flooring. 
Deck off kitchen. Extra workshop or storage 
space in two-car garage. Bathrooms on every 
level. 
$399,000             Andy Stevens     703.568.0727 

Middleburg - Classic colonial in historic village. 
3BR/1.5BA, beautiful restored HW floors, built-
in bookshelves, wood burning FP, sun-porch. 
New kitchen and cabinets w/oak butcher block 
countertops, ss appliances. Professionally land-
scaped. Stucco, recently painted. Electrical 
updated. Wonderful community, close to 
shops, restaurants, schools, businesses! 
$349,000              Marci Welsh      703.906.5802 

Middleburg - Priced to sell quickly. Beautiful 3 
BR/3BA brick end unit well maintained town-
house. 4 bright levels, HW floors on 3 levels, 
gourmet kitchen w/stainless steel Miele appli-
ances, granite, center island. Recessed lighting 
throughout, finished lower level with 1BR/1BA, 
gas fireplace. Great quiet location close to 
village, shops, restaurants. 
$399,999          Kathy Chovnick     703.340.5716 

Western Loudoun County - Mountain Top location 
with magnificent valley and mountain views!      
Excellent value for 4,000 square foot home with 4 
BR, 3.5 BA, 2 car garage and barn on 117 private 
acres. Three wells installed, multiple approved septic 
sites, four dwellings permitted. In conservation  
easement. Purchase home on 27 acres for $660K or 
90 acres land only w/2 dwelling rights for $675K. 
Easy access to Route 50 and Route 7. 
$1,145,000                 Joyce Gates           540.771.7544 

Paeonian Springs - Historic home perfect for country 
living with low maintenance yard! Colonial in every 
way, towering ceilings, double-hung windows, hand-
crafted details. And modern in every way with new 
technology, gourmet kitchen, ultra baths, and even a 
media room. On a beautiful site, two historic homes 
plus a huge barn dismantled, piece-by-piece, then 
reconstructed and joined to create a one-of-a-kind 
residence.  
$1,049,000           Lilian Jorgenson        703.407.0766 

Middleburg - Magnificent farmhouse, Eastern 
Mburg. Gracious living space offering gourmet 
kitchen opens to FR, casual dining w/French 
doors to backyard, pool and porch. Formal DR 
and LR, large butler’s pantry, wet-bar, walk-out 
lower level with gym, library, rec room and 
FBA. BR suite on main floor w/4 more BRs & 
BAs upstairs. Plus a 2BR/2BA carriage house.  
$2,750,000      Michele Stevens   703.568.0721 

Aldie - Incredible opportunity to own well-built 
country home on almost 7 rolling ac, located 
conveniently between Middleburg & Leesburg. 
4 BRs and 3.5 BAs, 3 levels w/large walk-out 
lower level apt, attached 2-car garage, plus a 
detached 2-car garage w/upper level storage. 
Peaceful and private setting. Wildlife abounds. 
Surrounded by large farms. Farmette potential. 
$544,900        Michele Stevens     703.568.0721 

Round Hill - Elegant Georgian w/3-car garage, 
nestled on 10+ ac of pasture & woods. 2-story 
foyer w/sweeping curved staircase creates 
dramatic entrance. HW floors; 9' ceilings; ex-
tended crown moldings; central vac; skylights; 
vaulted ceiling w/beams; main lvl grand MBR; 
princess suite; Jack-n-Jill bath connecting 2BRs. 
Pool w/pool house, patio, deck. Gorgeous!... 
$925,000              Mary Wisker     703.577.6015 

Leesburg - This is one of the finest houses in the 
River Creek Golf and Country Club Community and 
one of the largest Renaissance models, featuring 
grand-scale everything! Swimming pool, resort style 
plaza and luxurious two-story family room with 
towering windows, fireplace and built-ins. PLUS A 
SELF-CONTAINED IN-LAW WING that rivals most 
condos! Truly an incredible house in an prestigious 
community. 
$1,399,000           Lilian Jorgenson        703.407.0766 

Middleburg - "Locochee Farm" is a gorgeous 
95 ac equestrian property. Exquisite manor is 
meticulously updated to include a 1st flr MBR 
suite, sunroom, and state-of-the-art kitchen. 
Property also features beautifully constructed 
18-stall center-aisle barn, 100’x200’ indoor 
arena, 150’x180’ outdoor arena, large pad-
docks, riding trails, ponds, cottage, and more. 
$3,400,000          Marci Welsh      703.906.5802 

Bluemont - A one of a kind rare opportunity!    
Commercial AND Residential on 5 ac w/pond! 
3BR home with 1,744sf on main level and 
2,100sf of retail space on lower level. A 50-
year-old family owned business. Gunsmith’s 
machinery, tools, supplies, firing ranges (above 
& under ground), 2400sf steel building, and 
MORE! Located near Mount Weather. 
$600,000          Bobby Kirk             703.728.8602 

Middleburg - A spectacular custom REGAL ESTATE 
nestled on 5+ ac. of privacy. The 9500+ sq ft resi-
dence w/ Exquisite Architectural Details is ready for 
entertaining. From the Curved Staircase to the 2-
story Great Room, Sunroom, Library, Gourmet Kitch-
en, Butlers Pantry, Au Pair/In-Law Suite, Mud Room, 
Morning Room, Slate Patio, Stacked Stone Fence, 
this home is MAGNIFICENT. (20 mins from Leesburg 
& Middleburg.) 
$1,499,900               Mary Wisker           703.577.6015 
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 19275 James Monroe Hwy ~ Leesburg, VA 20175
Phone 703-777-7781 ~ Fax 703-777-2758       

www.NOAHVETS.com ~   Info@noahvets.com

       
 5371 Merchants View Sq. ~ Haymarket, VA 20169

Phone 703-753-4444 ~ Fax 703-753-4446
 www.DVVETS.com   ~   Info@dvvets.com

  Our Comprehensive Dental Package Includes the Following:

*Full Examination & Consultation by a Veterinarian*
*Comprehensive Dental Evaluation*

*IV Catheter & IV Fluids*
*Anesthesia & Monitoring*

* Ultrasonic Scaling & Polishing of the Teeth*
*Hospitalization & Tons of TLC from our Caring Team*

*As part of our Dental Month Special, you will receive 
an additional 10% off any needed dental services such as: 

*Dental X-Rays* *Teeth Extractions* *Periodontal Laser Gum Treatments*

  *Antibiotics & Pain Medications*   *Home Care Dental Products*

 

Contact one of our convenient locations today to schedule your appointment!

Cats & 
Small 
Dogs 
$325.00

   Dogs 
50lbs & up 
$395.00

Richard A. Engberg

The CWA is 40?  So what’s 
the water guy talking 
about now?  The Com-
munication Workers of 

America?  The California Wa-
terfowl Association?  No, he’s 
talking about the Clean Water 
Act (CWA), enacted a little over 
40 years ago (October 1972) as 
a result of the House and Senate 
overriding the veto of President 
Richard Nixon.   The CWA is 
important because it was the first 
major U. S. law to substantially 
address water pollution.

So why is the water guy 
dedicating a column to it?  Prior 
to its being enacted, stream pollu-
tion was so bad that, for example, 
in 1969, the Cuyahoga River in 
northeast Ohio actually caught 
fire.   Water pollution of our na-
tion’s rivers and lakes, in fact, 
water pollution anywhere in the 
world, occurs primarily from two 
sources, point and non-point.  A 
point source is a discharge direct-
ly into a stream at a single loca-
tion like a discharge from a sew-
age treatment plant or an industry.   
Contaminants that caught fire in 
the Cuyahoga River were derived 
from several point sources.  A 
non-point source is more difficult 

The CWA Is 40
Waterworld

Alex Cudaback

So.
The always simmer-

ing debate about the nick-
name for a certain local 

sports team has once again bub-
bled to the surface, bringing with 
it the typical charges of “liberal 
elitism” vs. “racism” and other, 
less polite, name-calling, the iro-
ny of which is probably lost on 
most of the people involved.

According to Bruce Allen, 
the team’s G.M. and, thanks to 
genetic ties for which he bears 
absolutely no responsibility, 
someone who should be more 
than familiar with the derail-
ing distraction perceived ra-
cial insensitivities can create,               
“[t]here’s nothing that we feel 
is offensive. And we’re proud of 
our history.”

Oh.
Allen also said it was “ludi-

crous” to suggest the organiza-
tion was trying to upset Native 
Americans.

I’m sure that’s 100% cor-
rect. I have no doubt that the last 
thing the team and its ownership 
would want to do is actively set 
out to offend anyone, to demean, 
hurt, distress, injure, affront, 
wound, vex, gall or piss off any 
entire segment of the population.

But that’s what the team has 
done. And that’s what the team 
continues to do.

I fully understand the tradi-
tion and goodwill engendered 
by Washington’s NFL franchise, 
what it’s meant for generations of 
proud supporters. Sweet Georgia 
brown, just look at how dramati-
cally bad the team has been un-
der current ownership! For fans 
to continue to shell out hundreds 
and thousands of hard-earned 
dollars, for an inferior product, 
well, that speaks volumes to the 
history Allen refers and the loy-
alty to which he’s become accus-

tomed.
And I understand that most 

people don’t see hurt and the 
pain in the team’s current nick-
name; I’m even aware of the 
fact that some Native Americans 
claim the nickname doesn’t of-
fend them in the least, that they 
look upon it with pride and hon-
or.

But what I don’t understand, 
and what I think engenders so 
much frustration and so much 
grief amongst those for whom 
the name really is offensive, re-
ally is an incredible affront to a 
seemingly large number of Na-
tive Americans (and others), is 
the absolutely dogged refusal our 
local football team has shown 
in either a) admitting the name 
might somehow, remarkably, be 
offensive to an entire segment 
of the population, or b) sitting 
down to proactively discuss the 
situation and any even theoreti-
cal solutions.

The bunker mentality dis-
played my ownership and man-
agement on this issue is just be-
yond me. And maybe, ironically, 
the popularity of the team is re-
ally to blame. Would the sainted 
local franchise be so unwilling to 
admit the possibility of a mistake 
if their fan-base weren’t quite so 
rabid? Could the thinking be so 
simple as, “Our fans have put up 
with an overpriced, overhyped 
loser for over a decade, so do we 
really have to worry if our nick-
name offends some people?”

Is that overly cynical?
Or maybe the team feels put 

upon, scape-goated by the liberal 
media and leftist, intellectual 
elite. Maybe the team would be 
more willing to engage in a dis-
cussion if it weren’t branded as 
the bad guy. Maybe ownership 
and management needs more of 
a soft-gloved, coddled approach. 
More carrot, less stick. Maybe 
people need to scrape and beg 

and cajole a bit more, as if we 
were talking to an obtuse, tem-
per-throwing three-year-old.

Maybe.
Why doesn’t the light of pu-

rifying, puritanical indignation 
shine so brightly on the other 
professional sports teams that 
have what some would consider 
equally offensive and insensitive 
nicknames, like the NHL team in 
Chicago, the MLB teams in At-
lanta and Cleveland, or the NFL 
team in Kansas City?

Why is everybody picking 
on us, in other words.

Boo.
Hoo.
Maybe it’s because none of 

those other teams, particularly 
none of the 70 high schools 
Washington has decided to hide 
behind, have the visibility that 
our local NFL team has. You 
know, in the capitol of the Unit-
ed States of America, the city 
also home to Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights, the country to 
which the rest of the world looks 
as a bastion of tolerance and de-
cency and basic human dignity.

Maybe it’s because all the 
whiners and complainers and 
meddlers that just won’t leave 
us the hell alone see in our lo-
cal football team an opportunity 
to affect far reaching change and 
cultural sensitivity that would 
have an impact far beyond our 
little, local fiefdom. Maybe, 
those damn rabble-rousers think, 
if we can get Washington’s NFL 
franchise to reconsider its long-
held position of tone-deaf intran-
sigence, maybe that will serve 
as the tipping point for all those 
other teams to reconsider their 
own pig-headedness. 

Maybe, with Washington’s 
star seemingly on the rise, its fu-
ture brighter than anyone should 
rightfully expect, maybe now 
would be a time to showcase a 
new and renewed enthusiasm for 

What’s In A Name?
7th Inning Stretch

to define, to locate specifically, 
and to quantify.   Examples of 
non-point sources include runoff 
from agricultural fields, or from 
salt treated streets.  

The CWA included several 
provisions.  It 1) gave the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) the authority to set waste-
water standards for industry, 
2) maintained requirements to 
set water quality standards for 
contaminants in surface water, 
3) made point source discharge 
unlawful unless permits are ob-
tained, 4) funded construction of 
sewage treatment plants,  and 5) 
recognized the need to address 
problems stemming from non-
point pollution.  

While the legislation was 
very extensive, it probably can be 
said that implementing the CWA 
has, on the whole, met with some 
success.  One goal was to make 
polluted streams safe for fishing 
and swimming.  It is estimated 
that in 1972, only 36 percent of 
the Nation’s streams were fish-
able and swimmable.  At present, 
it is estimated that this total has 
risen to 66 percent.  Obviously 
this doesn’t represent complete 
success, but it is an excellent ac-
complishment.  Still, it hasn’t 
happened overnight, and the fi-
nancial outgo by EPA has been 
large.

The overall improvement 
in reducing stream contamination 
has been accomplished by the es-
tablishment of Total Maximum 
Daily Loads (TMDL’s) for stream 
segments.  Water quality is moni-
tored in the stream segments and 
the concentrations of known pol-
lutants are compared to state or 
national water quality standards.  
Most of the contaminants are an-
thropogenic,  that is, man-made 
or generated by man’s activities.  
Anthropogenic contaminants, 
for example, can be chemical, 
nitrate or phosphate; biological, 
fecal coliform bacteria, or physi-
cal, sediment or turbidity. Based 
on comparison to standards, TM-
DL’s are established for contami-
nants in the stream segment.  For 
the stream segment to be fishable 
and swimmable, individual con-
taminant concentrations should 
not exceed their TMDLs.  If point 
sources exist in the steam seg-
ment, discharges are regulated 
so that contaminant concentra-
tions do not exceed their TMDLs.  
Non-point source contaminants 
also can be regulated but this can 
be very expensive.

Although great progress in 
stream cleanup has been made, 
there is still a long way to go.  
Generally the stream segments 
that have been cleaned up were 
the easiest to clean up.  For 
some of the most contaminated 
streams, it may come down to a 
decision whether the benefits of 
cleanup outweigh the outrageous 
cost of cleanup.  Stay tuned.  The 
next 40 years under CWA will be 
interesting

what new perspectives and op-
portunities might bring.

Maybe.
When Bruce Allen says,   

“[t]here’s nothing we feel is of-
fensive,” one has to wonder just 
what he can possibly be think-
ing.

We know you don’t find it 
offensive, Bruce.

But other people do. And 
you’d be best to at least acknowl-
edge that fact than to dig in your 
heels and hold your breath like a 
truculent child. 
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Brush Clearing/Removal • Tilling

540-822-4434

Turf Repair & Home Sales Prep

 Spring Clean-up • Garden Design
Bed & Garden Prep • New Planting

Dividing & Transplanting

Soil Improvement & Fertilizing

Garden Maintenance Contracts AvailableGarden Maintenance Contracts Available

Shrub Trimming • Tree Pruning
Landscape Cloth Protection Chance to win a variety of 

high-quality themed 
gift baskets 

Tickets are $20 in advance 
or $25 at the door. 

Call 703-581-7185 
for advanced tickets or 

questions.
 

Aldie Elementary School
 Basket Bingo

Friday March 15, 2013 
7pm at Aldie Elementary School. 

Doors will open at 6pm
Advertising Deadline

Mar. 14th 
for 

Mar. 28th Issue
Download our Media Kit

at www.mbecc.com

540.687.3200

NOW OPEN 
IN OUR NEW LOCATION 

On Middleburg’s Main street 

SHOP TODAY 
PLACE YOUR CUSTOM ORDERS  

     BY  FEB 28TH  

TO RECEIVE  A 20% DISCOUNT 

 703-344-1215 

100 E WASHINGTON ST. MIDDLEBURG 

WWW.RICHARDALLENCLOTHING.COM 

 

Personal & Business Concierge  

 • Project/ Program/Event 
Services 

540-454-7252
www.beckncallservice.com

• Pet/Farm Animal Care
 and Boarding Services  

Private Journey Planning Throughout the World

P.O. Box 2146 • Middleburg, VA 20118 • ph. (703) 927-8271
www.matthannantravel.com

Matt Hannan Travel

Now Serving Sunday Lunches with BrunchSpecials
Tuesday - Saturday Dinner Starting at 5:30 pm

Wednesday - Sunday Lunch Starting at 11:30 am

Bar Opens @ 5:00 pm
French Inspired bistro Cuisine in a Relaxed Country Atmosphere

540-687-3018

17 E. Washington 
Middleburg, VA

540.687.3004

Fresh olive oils. 
Aged balsamics. 
Fine teas.
 And much more...come taste!

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Fri. 6 am to 7 pm
Sat. 8 am to 7 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm13 E. Washington 

Middleburg, VA
540.687.5858

Dale Schulz

Where does propane come 
from?

Propane is a by-product of drill-
ing for oil and natural gas.  Propane, 
along with methane, butane, and 
others are separated at the well head 
and furthered processed at a refin-
ery.  Virtually all propane currently 
used in North America is produced 
in North America.  The day is rap-
idly approaching where the U.S. will 
be a net exporter of natural gas and 
propane.  

Why do I have propane and 
not natural gas?

Although propane and natural 
gas are very similar, propane when 
placed under slight pressure in a 
container returns to its liquid form 
and can easily be transported by rail 
or truck.  Natural gas is best trans-
ported via pipelines.  If there is not 
enough density of homes or busi-
nesses in an area, the best alternative 
to natural gas is propane.  Most gas 
appliances can easily be converted 
from operating on natural gas to 
propane.   

How is the price of propane 
determined?

Propane is a commodity.  Its 
priced fluctuates on a daily and 
seasonal basis.  Propane is gener-
ally cheapest in the warm weather 
months when the demand is the 
weakest.  It just takes a 5-minute call 
to see what your price is.  We often 
suggest to Hunt Country Propane 
members they Pre-Buy their pro-
pane needs for a season and lock-in 
the lowest price.

Why do most back-up resi-
dential back-up generators use 
propane?

Back-up generators go months, 

and even years, with only minimal 
use.  Other fuels,  such as,  gaso-
line and diesel,  tend to degrade 
over time sitting in a tank.  Propane 
can go years with no change in its 
character.   You need the generator 
to operate when you lose power – 
every time.  Incidentally, we install 
Consumer Report’s top-rate brand of 
stand-by generators, Kohler.  

When I purchased my home I 
was told that my tank was owned 
by the propane company.   I wasn’t 
happy.  How did that happen?

When the builder built your 
home rather than purchasing a 500 
or 1,000 gallon tank they had your 
propane company provide it with-
out charge with the requirement that 
you, the homeowner, must purchase 
propane from only that propane 
company indefinitely.  It is similar to 
purchasing a new car, for example, a 
Ford, and being told that for the life 
of the auto you can only purchase 
gasoline from one company, for ex-
ample, Shell.  Typically, year after 
year homeowners who do not own 
their propane tank pay significantly 
more for propane than homeown-
ers who own their tank.  Company-
owned tanks were a good deal for 
your builder and the propane sup-
plier, but a rotten deal for you, the 
consumer.    In 25-years of building 
custom homes in the area we never 
installed a company owned tank.  
All the custom homes we built in 
the area the homeowner owned their 
tank when the home was completed.  

Can any propane company 
fill up my tank if I do not own it? 
What alternative do I have?

No, only the company who 
owns your tank can fill it.  Your best 
course of action is to negotiate the 
purchase of the tank with the com-

pany that owns your tank.  Typically, 
your savings will pay for the tank 
purchase in a 1-2 year period.   The 
sooner you own your own tank, the 
sooner you can start saving on your 
fuel bill.   You may wish to tell the 
builder of your home that you were 
unhappy to learn that you don’t your 
propane tank.  

Is propane clean energy?
Propane, along with natural 

gas, is one of the cleanest burning 
fossil-fuels.  Electrical generation 
plants throughout the Country are 
being converted from burning coal 
to natural gas.  Propane produces 
50% harmful emissions as home 
heating oil.   If propane didn’t ex-
ist, we would have to invent it.  No 
other substance comes close when 
it comes to energy density, ease of 
handling or flexibility.  

About the Author:  Dale Schulz 
is the President of Hunt Country 
Propane, www.huntcountrypropane.
com.,  located  in Middleburg.  Hunt 
Country Propane is a  local, lower 
priced area propane supplier.  You 
can contact them at 540.687.3608  

FAQs ABOUT PROPANE
What’s In Your Tank?

Weight loss = health?
Kay Colgan, Health Coach 
and Certified pilates and 
fitness instructor

A new year and the weight 
loss ads are everywhere.   
Eat these packaged meals 
and you will finally have 

the body you always dreamed of.   
Just 10 minutes a day of this work-
out will help you finally shed those 
pounds.  These ads even have be-
fore and after pictures of people that 
tried their program and succeeded.  
At least that is what they say.  But I 
would challenge to really get healthy 
and fit one needs to eliminate pack-
aged foods and exercise at least 45 
minutes a day.  Just losing weight is 
not a true sign of health; in fact it 
can be quite the opposite.

If we eliminate certain things 
from our diets, we will lose weight.  
High protein or high fiber diets work 
for a little while, but we all know 
what happens.  As soon as we eat a 
carbohydrate, the weight seems to 
return.  Sometimes we gain more 
weight than we lose.  Diets are a 
temporary fix.  What we all need 
is a life style change.  A change of 
getting away from sugar and high-
ly processed foods.  A lifestyle of 
eating what your body craves and 
needs.  If you listen to your body, it 
will tell you what it needs.  Some-
times we are numb or maybe over 
processed that we really don’t know 
what our bodies need.  Starting with 
whole foods in there most complete 
form is a great starting point.  Or-
ganic locally grown is the best, but if 
that is not possible then just getting 
fresh vegetables and fruit in on a 
daily basis is great. For each person 
it is different.  No one way of eating 
is right for every individual.  How-
ever, no one needs processed emp-
ty calorie foods.  One of the most 

controversial ingredients is sugar.  
Research is being done constantly 
on the effects of sugar on the body.  
From insulin resistance to dementia 
sugar is being looked at as a catalyst 
to these diseases and a host of many 
more.  Inflammation in the body and 
the correlation that sugar has on it 
is being widely studied.  Intellectu-
ally we all know it, but just giving 
up sugar is hard.  We envision a life 
without chocolate chip cookies.  No 
ice cream, ugh!  In reality it is what 
you are ingesting on a daily basis 
that matters.  An ice cream cone or a 
cookie once in a while will not sabo-
tage your nutrition.    

Losing weight does not 
equal health.   Diets that are based 
on chemicals that you cannot pro-
nounce probably are not the best.  
But a life style of eating whole 
foods will create a more healthy 
and youthful body.  Energy will soar 
when adapting this type of life style.  
It is not rocket science, but foods in 
there most natural states are the best.   
Eating lean protein that has not been 
raised with antibiotics and hormones 
is better for you.  Try it for a month.  
Fresh vegetables, lean protein and 
fruits are the beginning of a sound 
nutritious way of living.  Whole 
grains are fine as long as they are 
not overly processed.  I guarantee 
your energy will soar and the bonus 
is you will lose weight.  No depriva-
tion, no starvation, but good nutrient 
dense food.   It all equals a win-win 
situation!  Wouldn’t it be nice to get 
off the weight loss roller coaster and 
live a healthy life?

For more information about 
nutrition, health and fitness, please 
contact Kay Colgan at Middleburg 
Pilates and Personal training at 14 
S. Madison Street or call 540-687-
6995.

Pastimes
Affordable, Upscale Coach 
Transportation for 
Northern Virginia, DC
& Mid-Atlantic Region

The Prevost XL ‘Entertainer 
Executive Day Coach’, 
owned and operated by Mark 
Monroe of Country Coach 

located in Warrenton, Virginia, pro-
vides safe, reliable, comfortable trans-
portation for corporate, sports, family 
events and very special occasions.  

Weddings, funerals, proms, birth-
days, anniversary celebrations, and 
wine tasting day trips are just some 
of the outings that Country Coach’s 
‘Entertainer Executive Day Coach’ 
provides transportation.     

With a capacity of 18 passen-
gers—the ‘Entertainer Executive Day 
Coach’ is equipped with:
•	 Upscale décor 
•	 Full kitchen & bathroom
•	 Multiple seating arrangements
•	 Sleeping quarters
•	 Multiple flat screens with Di-

recTV
•	 Stereo throughout

A powerful, extended-use gen-
erator makes this coach a great base 
location that provides all of the com-
fort features needed for those attend-
ing an event.  

During January’s Presidential In-
auguration—the ‘Entertainer Execu-
tive Day Coach’ provided a base for 
inauguration security.  

Mark Monroe, who drives the 
coach, has more than 35 years of 
transportation experience and a long-
standing record of accident-free, safe 
driving.  His record is available at the 
U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
website www.saferfmcsa.gov. Enter 
Country Coach and DOT #1067121.  

For additional information on 
Country Coach’s ‘Entertainer Execu-
tive Day Coach’ or its Black Sedan 
Livery Service for up to five passen-
gers, contact Mark Monroe at mark@
countrycoach.net or 540.270.6250.

Just back from.....
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve 
Exquisite Travels With Matt Hannan

This past November, I 
brought clients from Ge-
neva to India for a three-
day private tiger safari at 

Ranthambore National Park. Our 
visit was part of a longer itinerary 
that included New Delhi, Agra (to 
see the Taj Mahal), Ranthambore, 
Jaipur and then Bhutan for one 
week.

We set out on the train trip 
from Agra to Ranthambore on 
board the Golden Temple Express 
and arrived after three hours in 
Sawai Modhopur. 

Here we transferred to the 
luxurious Oberoi Vanyavilas re-
sort, situated within a gorgeous 
garden setting with lodging in 
tented accommodations. 

For two and a half days, our 
guide and driver led us through 
open savannah, across rivers, into 
deciduous forests and past groves 
of gnarled banyan trees where 
we marveled at the many distinct 
types of landscape, bird life (Indi-
an jays, peacocks and waterfowl) 
and animal life (Sambarelk, Chi-
tal deer, marsh crocs).

One client commented that 
even without seeing a tiger this 
place was truly remarkable and 
definitely worth the visit.

Twice we had to travel out-
side the park until we reached the 
farthest part of the reserve, zone 
nine.

It was here that we had our 

epiphany.  After a full afternoon 
outing on our last drive and with 
only two hours left we saw her, a 
young female Bengal Tiger lying 
in the grass. 

She was resting under a tree 
overlooking a dry streambed and 
she faced away from us looking 
into the distance. She was su-
perbly camouflaged within the 
autumn-colored grass surround-
ing her and once our eyes became 
accustomed, we noticed the tell-
tale white spots on the back of her 
large black ears. Her tail popped 
up out of the grass, twitched in 
the air and when she moved her 
large beautiful head we caught a 
glimpse of that amazing profile. 

For 1 1/2 hours we sat in 
our jeep transfixed, watching 
her every move and magnificent 
markings, long streaks of black 
stretching from along her spine 
down her flanks.

She got up every 15 minutes 
or so to relocate finally moving to 
a point on the streambed next to 
a log.

A herd of water buffalo en-
tered and she moved closer as-
suming the position, head down, 
feet planted firmly and ready to 
pounce. 

After watching them intently 
she decided to let them go, turned 
and positioned herself so that we 
had a full frontal view.

Out of the handful of jeeps 

that had the good fortune to come 
across this location, we were 
the last to leave. We savored 
our few last private moments 
together with this magnificent 
creature,feeling her direct gaze 
upon us as we moved out of 
range, returning to our lodge with 
a renewed sense of the wonder of 
travel.

For private travel planning 
services please call: Matt at 
703.927.8271 or info@matthan-
nantravel.com www.matthannan-
travel.com
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Friends for Life

Lumina  is a super adorable Boxer 
who was imported from Russia. She 
is 4 yrs. old and has been spayed & 
is very healthy. She came from a 

puppy mill. She is housetrained and 
has been around children and would 

do best as an only dog. 

Roxanne is a gorgeous 1-2 yr. 
old DMH.  She would love to 
have a barn home where she 

could be your number one mouse 
patrol officer! She gets along 
with other cats.  Please adopt 

Roxanne soon-she is bored!  

Basya is a 3 yr old German Shepherd 
who was rescued from a puppy mill situa-
tion. She had been imported from Russia.  
Basya is a spayed female with very nice 
manners, & is now very healthy. Basya is 
good around children & is housetrained.  

She would do best as an only dog. 

Basil is an incredibly sweet 3-4 yr. old 
Malamute/Shepherd.  Other than seeing a 
slight amount of light, he is blind. After 
going to an optometrist it was found that 
his condition is hereditary & requires no 
treatment.  He loves people & attention, 
but cannot live with cats. Basil is very  

affectionate & just wants someone to love.  

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
 P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

       mhfdtn@earthlink.net     (540) 364-3272 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Olive Oyl is a 1–2yr. old  
kitty with a huge personality! 

She loves attention & gets along 
with other cats.  She would love 
her own lap to sit in & cuddle. 

Clover is a beautiful 1 yr. old 
Redbone Coonhound. She is very 

affectionate, has excellent 
house manners, but cannot live 

with cats. She has a typical 
hound personality-very bubbly!  

Melvin is a handsome 8 yr. old 
Lab  X Rottie X Husky  with  

stunning ice-blue eyes.  He is very 
sweet, is housebroken, & is good 
with kids & other dogs.  He is a 
puppy at heart & would make a 

wonderful family friend. 

Sable is a 4 year, 15H,  
TB mare off the track. She 
stands for the farrier and 

gets along with other horses. 
Sable needs an experienced 

handler and rider. 

Athena is a 23 year old 16h 
TB mare.  She is easy-going, 
has good ground manners, & 
stands for the farrier.  She 

would make a great companion. 

Vicky is a beautiful 4 yr. old  
Airedale Terrier X. When she first 
came to us she had young puppies. 
She is very sweet, loves people, is 

extremely playful & loves toys. She 
can’t live with cats & is particular 

about her dog friends.  

Middleburg  
Humane Foundation 
Middleburg Humane Foundation’s 

Grooming Salon 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Liz Washington is  grooming full time at  
Middleburg Humane’s Grooming Salon in 

Marshall.  Liz does a terrific job & truly has a 
special way with all animals. Saturday hours as 
well as early and late drop-offs are available.  

The Grooming Salon is a great source of 
income for the shelter as well.  Please sup-

port Liz as well as MHF 
Please call for an appointment! 

 

(540) 364-GROOM (4766) 

 

Albert P. Clark

I don’t watch much televi-
sion. I hear it, but I don’t 
watch it. The one show 
that I never miss, howev-

er, is Downton Abbey. As this 
season comes to a close, I find 
myself considering how simi-
lar my life is to the lives of the 
landed gentry on my favorite 
show. I mean, I’m every bit as 
fascinating, and, like the idle 
rich, I have no need for actual 
work. There are four dogs and 
one cat in my house, and we 
all live like royalty. It’s obvi-
ous why we would love a show 
about the glamorous lives of 
aristocrats, but what’s not obvi-
ous is why our people are fans.

At the very least, they 
should be a bit uncomfortable 
with the premise. They are 
clearly most closely aligned 
with the staff, yet they don’t 
seem to be relating whatso-
ever to any of the downstairs 
denizens at Downton. Perhaps 
my people are not the brightest 
sorts. Maybe that’s why they 
are reduced to a life of servi-
tude.

Let me be clear: my peo-
ple are the finest servants one 
could hope to find. They take 
great pride in their work. They 
prepare my every meal. They 
bathe me, cut my nails, trim 
my fur, and brush my teeth. 
They dress me when it’s cold. 
They clean all of my linens. 

Furthermore, I lead my 
people around on a leash when 
we walk. I make them pick up 
unmentionable things. I tear 
toys into shreds and watch as 
they clean up every last piece 
of fuzz. I push slobbery tennis 
balls into their hands until they 

throw them for my entertain-
ment. 

On top of it all, they pay 
for everything. In this regard, 
I’m even more special than the 
Downton elite. I don’t even 
have to pay people to look af-
ter me – they just do it because 
it’s an honor to be around me! 
They buy all of my food, pay 
my vet bills, and replace every 
shredded toy and bed. I would 
have thought it to be quite tire-
some, but they clearly enjoy 
the privilege.

My people don’t do this 
just for me, mind you. They 
serve all of the four-legged 
residents in our house equally. 
(The cat is more demanding 
than all of the dogs combined. 
She is very bossy indeed.) And, 
while they’re scurrying around 
answering to our every beck 
and bark, we spend our days 
lazing about the house, getting 
in as much naptime as possible.

Now that I think of it, I 
suppose I do not show enough 
gratitude for all that my people 
do. It occurs to me that some 
sort of gesture of appreciation 
might be in order. Perhaps I’ll 
throw a party for them. We’ll 
eat delicious food and en-
joy lively games on the lawn. 
Sounds like such fun! I’ll have 
my people get to work plan-
ning it immediately. And of 
course they will have to staff 
the party. But still … what a 
jolly good idea! Well done, Al-
bert. Well done.

Albert, a Jack Russell Ter-
rier, is Chairman of the Board 
of Wylie Wagg, a shop for 
dogs, cats, and their people, 
in Middleburg, Fairfax, Falls 
Church and Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes with 
four-legged friends.

Mark Stevens’  
Center Stage Productions  

 
 
 
 

 
 

is proud to  
present: 

This course will include:  
Audition techniques 
Character development 
Stage movement 
Voice/ articulation 
Fun! Fun! Fun! 

Wednesdays/ Fridays 
5:30pm-7:00pm 
 

4/10-5/17 
5/22-6/28 
 

$125 county 
$144 non-county 
 

Marshall Auditorium 
Marshall Community Center 
4133-A Rectortown Rd. 
Marshall, VA 20115 
540-422-8580 

Registration opens: March 11th  

The instructor, Mark Stevens M.Ed., is a 
22-year veteran teacher in Loudoun 
County and has directed countless Mid-
dle School plays at Blue Ridge Middle 
School, such as: “Peter Pan”, “Beauty 
and the Beast”, and “The Wizard of Oz”, 
to name a few. He recently starred in 
“The Little Shop of Horrors” in Middle-
burg. He is currently on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Middleburg Players and 
will be directing the upcoming spring 
production of “The Wizard of Oz”. 

These goals will be achieved 
through stage games, direct in-
struction, small group practice, 
and will culminate in a one act 
performance for parents. This is 
the perfect course for the seri-
ous beginner through advanced 
student. 

A fun filled theater class for kids ages 10-15 and open to all  

Waterford 
Where the past is always present 

April 22, 2013 2 10am–5pm
A walking tour presented  

by the Leesburg Garden Club, the Fauquier 
and Loudoun Garden Club and the Garden 
Club of Virginia to benefit the restoration of  

historic Virginia gardens.

The frenetic pace of life drops to an ambling gait in the historic village of 
Waterford, settled in 1733. The theme of this tour is “Where the Past is Always 
Present”.  It features restored homes and gardens from the 18th century.  Once 
a busy hub of commerce centered around the Janney Mill, Waterford was left 
to decay as the Civil War and subsequent railroad passed it by. Neglect nearly 
spelled the end for this charming village. By the late 1930s there was renewed 
interest in Waterford because of its picturesque rural setting and quiet pace. 
Buildings were renovated and new life emerged. The town is now largely 
returned to its gracious and genteel past.

Historic Garden Week is 
presented by the Garden Club 
of Virginia and is conducted 
for one week only April 20–27, 
2013.  Owners of over 200 
homes and gardens around the 
Commonwealth open their doors 
and garden gates to the public to 
showcase historic properties.   

Thirty outstanding tours 
presented by individual affiliated 
garden clubs generate funds 
to restore cherished historic 
gardens and grounds of Virginia’s 
prominent places and historic 
figures, including George and 
Martha Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, James and Dolley 
Madison, Patrick Henry, George 
Mason, Robert E. Lee and 
Woodrow Wilson. 

–FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE–

Admission

 $20 for single home admission 
 $30 in advance | $35 day of tour to all properties
 Ages 6–12 are half price | 5 and younger are free 

in-AdvAnce tickets (purchased before April 21, 2013)

Admission tickets to all properties can be purchased by sending a check made payable to the 
Leesburg Garden Club with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Mrs. Christopher Gerow, 40306 Foxfield Lane, Leesburg, VA 20175
Tickets may also be purchased in advance with a credit card by accessing the Historic Garden Week 
secure website www.vagardenweek.org.  Or through the following purveyors:

The Marshall House 217 Edwards Ferry Rd., Leesburg, VA | 703-777-1880 

Loudoun Convention & Visitors Center 112-G South St., SE, Leesburg, VA | 800-752-6118 | 703-771-2170 | www.visitloudoun.org

Leesburg Vintner 29 S. King St., Leesburg, VA  | 703-777-3322

Oatlands Planation 20850 Oatlands Plantation Ln., Leesburg, VA | 703-777-3174 

The Pink Box 12 N. Madison St., Middleburg, VA | 540-687-8888

Waterford Old School 40222 Fairfax St., Waterford, VA | 540-882-3018

For more information visit www.leesburggArdenclub.org or call 540-338-5453

80th Anniversary!•

Photography by Steve Hillebrand

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Portable Sheds & Stables - available in custom sizes

Stall Barns

Run-In-Sheds

SHE 5789/5-12
Fauquier

At
Canine College.
you won’t come home 
from vacation to  a bill 
padded with “extras.”

We offer a flat fee –
Boarding $35 a day –

so that the only surprise 
waiting for you

at pickup is a better be-
haved dog!

Sure, it was a great vacation...
But those mini-bar fees...outrageous!

WHETHER FOR ONE DAY OR FOR AN
ENTIRE VACATION –

The dog you pick up will behave better than the
one you dropped off! We Guarantee it!

www.JaymesCanineCollege.com

I hear they have new 
“digs” at Canine College. 

Check it out!

Boutique Dog SalonBoutique Dog Salon

w w w.Middlebu rgGroomer.com

(540) 687-5119

All Breeds
Cage Free

Individual Appointments

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 
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In Defense of 
Traditional 
Marriage

We Feel 
Safer Already

Bruce Smart
 

Approaching spring brings 
glimpses of better days ahead. 
For country folk, and for Amer-
ica, it cannot come too soon.

 A week ago four wild 
swans visited our ice-free farm 
pond, their loud, melodic voices 
celebrating the coming season. 
Days later, we walked through 
a field holding 40 or more cows, 
twenty with young calves. Jer-
ry Crenshaw, who owns them, 
cheerfully reports: “the mar-
ket’s pretty strong now.” As we 
left the cattle, Bluebirds flitted 
ahead, their brilliant breeding 
plumage flashing in the sun. 
There were no swans on the 
pond, but a Great Blue Heron 
flew out of the cattails, while 
four Canada geese floated along 
the shore, considering nesting 
sites. In the garden daffodil 
stems were pushing up through 
a blanket of old leaves.

Spring and change are 
coming, not just in our coun-
tryside, but perhaps also in 
Washington. One hears faint 
rumblings that the freeze that 
has iced up politics for so many 
months may be thawing. The 
“fiscal cliff” was skirted when 
Republicans relaxed their anti 
– tax ideology, and allowed top 
rates to rise and the partial pay-
roll tax holiday to expire. Credit 
the President’s stiffening views, 
and Republican realization that 
obstruction is bad politics.

A bi-partisan move for 
immigration reform is afoot, 
led by Republican Senator 
Rubio and others who real-

ize their Party cannot succeed 
by abandoning Hispanics. Our 
Senators, Mark Warner and Tim 
Kaine, are reaching across the 
aisle. Perhaps the President’s 
State of the Union speech and 
Republican realism will stimu-
late legislators to bury partisan 
hatchets, and cooperate to ad-
dress national problems, deficit, 
debt, climate and gun violence 
among them. 

But today’s chilling wind 
and snow flurries tells us that 
spring is still tentative in the 
countryside. The soil remains 
too cold and muddy for gar-
dening. And in cold and muddy 
Washington hard feelings still 
remain – left over from slan-
derous campaign ads, efforts to 
gerrymander Congressional dis-
tricts, and years of mistrust. The 
faint promise of responsible 
governance replacing distrust 
and anger is chilled by the threat 
to filibuster a cabinet nomina-
tion that would be approved if 
given an up-or-down vote. Our 
nation cannot succeed if politi-
cians do not trust and work with 
each other. Neither party has all 
the good ideas. Unaddressed, 
our many problems fester. 

Purple believes the most 
threatening global problem is 
climate disruption. Some deny 
the science, and many fear the 
costs of remedies. But there is 
a flicker of hope here too. As 
many Middleburg Eccentric 
readers know, the New Yorker 
Magazine’s audience is so-
phisticated and well informed. 
Smart advertisers appeal to 
their readers’ beliefs. A recent 

issue included:
An MSNBC ad entitled 

Lean Forward, said: “The 
America that voted is big, di-
versified, and generous of heart. 
It’s time to go to work in a new 
era of hope.”

A Shell ad, picturing a 
mother holding an infant’s 
hand; “Let’s find cleaner sourc-
es of energy today, to help pro-
tect her tomorrow.”

A Singapore Session ar-
ticle on Building a Sustainable 
Urban Future, stated: “We can 
radically improve ….our infra-
structure …. to reduce green-
house gas emissions;” and “The 
earlier you start proper plan-
ning, the lower the price you 
pay in getting it right.”

A BASF ad promoting 
their coatings of wind turbine 
blades: “We create chemistry 
that lets cozy homes love windy 
days.”

A Ford ad introducing the 
“C-MAX HYBRID + C-MAX 
ENERGI plug-in HYBRID five 
passenger car.”

And  finally, a twenty page 
article titled  “Polar Express: 
A journey through the melting 
Arctic, with sixty thousand tons 
of iron ore.”

If companies that advertise 
in The New Yorker, and its read-
ers, are worried about climate, 
then concern has expanded 
from scientists to thought lead-
ers. That important step towards 
wide public recognition gives 
Purple a cause for great hope 
for his descendants. But there is 
still much to do. Political spring 
has not yet arrived. 

Editor’s Desk

Town Council truly 
spoke for the entire com-
munity when it thanked the 
officers of the Middleburg 
Police Department for 
their excellent work during 
the recent raft of robber-
ies in northern Fauquier, 
Loudoun, and possibly 
Clarke counties.

It’s great to see the 
town’s officers present 
and accounted for, rat-
tling doorknobs, walking 
beats, and checking out 

dark places we don’t want 
to go.

What’s even more 
gratifying is watching 
them personally counsel-
ing and reassuring wor-
ried citizens of a village 
in which locking doors is 
truly something new.

Kudos to the force;  
and kudos to the Town 
Council for their on-going 
support of Chief Panebi-
anco and his officers. A Season of Hope?

Purple

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 
www.thebestmove.com

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Advertising Deadline
Mar. 14th 

for 
Mar. 28th Issue

Download our Media Kit

at www.mbecc.com

540.687.3200

Thrillrides-4-U  
330 sales with a 100% feeback

let me turn your cars , horse trailers, 
farm equipment into cash ! 

i can sell just about anything ! 
LocaL or refenrences avaLabLe upon request

For more inFormation please 
email me thrillrides4u@Gmail.com 

or call chris 703-220-6123

SAT-MAN CoMMuNiCATioNS 
Practices excellence in service and guarantee 100% satisfaction

 Authorized Installer for:
Satellite • tV inStallation

DirecTV & HD Antenna’s                          
Cell phone repeaters    

Satellite • internet
Exede & Hughesnet

Wi-Fi Internet

We alSo offer:
Set-up and Configuration of Home Networks, 

Voice & Data cabling, Home Theatre Installations, 
Custom Surround Sound Systems (5.1 – 7.2)

ContaCt US by phone 540-905-2454
Located in Marshall, Va. 20115

Email: SATMAN@SAT-MAN.COM
WWW.Sat-man.Com

Tom Pratt

Throughout the history 
of this country people who 
stand up for what is right and 
have enough courage to chal-
lenge the political and eco-
nomic powerful have been 
vilified, discredited, ruined 
financially, imprisoned and 
in some cases assassinated.  
A few of the most famous 
are Martin Luther King Jr. 
Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, Har-
riet Tubman, Nelson Mande-
la and Paul Robeson and his 
wife Eslanda. These people 
are now recognized not only 
as heroes but almost eligible 
for beatification.  They were 
not thought heroic by those 
who disagreed in their time 
because they threatened the 
status quo which is not ac-
ceptable to the establishment.  
MLK’s historic and prescient 
Riverside Church speech con-
demning the Viet Nam war 
and slamming the corporate 
and military state brought 
him the wrath of every news 
outlet in America, saying he 
had gone too far, but if you 
listen to his speech today he 
was correct on every point he 
made.

Today we have many 
who are fighting the coura-
geous and correct fight and 
are being treated in the same 
manner as those before them.  
I am speaking of the Bradley 
Mannings, the Julian Assang-
es and many less known fight-
ers such as Diane Wilson, 
whose unending fight to save 
the Gulf of Mexico from the 
destructive drilling and pol-
luting industries. Diane been 
jailed numerous times for her 
brave actions. 

Daniel Ellsberg was vili-
fied for releasing the Pentagon 
Papers that ultimately con-
tributed to ending the Viet-
nam War; he of course now 
has been vindicated.  Mor-
dechai Vanunu who exposed 
Israel’s covert and never pub-
lically mentioned nuclear pro-
gram spent 17 years in jail for 
speaking to the British press, 
he is still under sanctions 
and has not been allowed to 
leave the country and is fac-
ing more jail time because he 
spoke to a foreigner.  Jeffrey 

Wigand who revealed that the 
tobacco industry was lying 
when they refused to admit 
that levels of nicotine were 
added to cigarettes making 
them more addictive; he was 
fired and discredited.  Am-
bassador Joseph Wilson who 
revealed that there was no 
yellow cake uranium in Ni-
ger (thereby discrediting the 
WMD lies), so angered prince 
of darkness VP Cheney that 
he outed Wilson’s wife Valer-
ie as a CIA operative in retali-
ation.  Sibel Edmonds an FBI 
translator was fired and had 
death threats made against 
her for revealing cover-ups 
and extreme incompetence in 
the agency.  She is now the 
founder and head of the Na-
tional Society of the Whistle-
blower’s Coalition.

These are just a few 
brave souls who buck the 
powerful for no personal gain 
at great personal risk to bring 
about needed and necessary 
change to our country.

The paranoia over the 
Occupy Movement is another 
example of how the rich and 
powerful will not tolerate 
change.  The occupiers have 
been thwarted, threatened and 
jailed for their peaceful and 
important mission.

I urge all readers to start 
listening to alternative news 
such as Democracy Now, 
hosted by Amy Goodman, 
where you will meet and get 
to know many of these people 
who are so dedicated to mak-
ing the future better for us all.  
The show airs on Link TV and 
Free Speech TV both can be 
found on Dish and Direct TV 
as well as many cable outlets.  
On Direct TV the show airs at 
8am on Channel 348.

The environmentalists 
who fight polluting corpora-
tions will be thought of as he-
roes decades from now when 
their battles to save the planet 
from global warming caused 
by fossil fuels are won.

Be ahead of the curve 
and recognize those people 
now who are fighting the 
good fight in order to make 
the world a better and more 
equitable place for us all.

HypocrisyGay Marriage
Daniel Morrow

From a secular perspective 
gay marriage is simply a con-
tract; a contract with emotional 
overtones; but nevertheless, a 
contract.

It is legally binding on not 
only the participants but on the 
community within which the 
contract is formalized.  

Promises are made; ben-
efits and support are expected in 
return.  

It is no different from any 
other contract between consent-
ing adults and the society in 
which they live.

That such contractual 
rights, benefits, and obligations 
should be open to all citizens is 
. . . self-evident.

From a religious perspec-
tive, however, marriage can be 
something else entirely.

From a Christian perspec-
tive it is almost universally con-
sidered a sacrament: a sacred 
and transformative rite.

In the Roman Catholic 
tradition it is one of the most 
touching and compelling of the 
sacraments.

Within that tradition, it is 
a sacrament performed, not by 
an officiating priest, but by the 
bride and groom themselves.  

Their promises to each 
other, in the presence of their 
god, are what counts.  

A priest may be present 
and may bless their union, but 
the sacrament itself is the hands 
and the hearts of the people 
who, quite literally, marry each 
other.

All else is secondary
The church, of course, may 

decide whether or not the mar-
riage is “valid” based on its own 
special insights into the mind 
of god.  But in the end, only 
the commitments of those who 
pledge themselves to each other, 
and their god, really count.  

In the secular world an 
increasing number of citizens, 
and their legislatures, believe 

the state is honor bound to make 
available the benefits of a “mar-
riage” contract to all its citizens.

If all are created equal in 
the eyes of the law, all must be 
treated equally before the law.

Here in the United States, 
if public opinion polls are to be 
believed, that point of view, for 
the first time, prevails.  

In the secular world, most 
of us have long believed all our 
fellow Americans are (or should 
be) full citizens, no matter what 
their sexual orientation.

As for “marriage” in the 
sacramental sense, that too is 
changing and will continue to 
change.

Those in despair about the 
pace of change might witness 
the changes in the  “Christian” 
view of women, race, slaves and 
masters, all of which changed 
radically, sometimes in less than 
a single lifetime.

Among Christians the Je-
sus of the Sermon on the Mount 
continues to gain ground on the 

Blue

Christmas in 
Middleburg

Kudos to the Christ-
mas in Middleburg team 
for both staging a block-
buster event in 2012 AND 
getting started early on 
making 2013 even better.  

After attracting what 
appears to have been the 
largest crowd in the his-
tory of the event it would 
be easy to rest on one’s 
laurels.

James Morgan

Defending traditional 
marriage seems a strange thing 
to have to do as it is only re-
cently that anyone, anywhere 
has suggested that marriage 
could possibly be understood 
as anything other than a male-
female union.  It should be 
instructive that no society in 
human history, even that of 
ancient Greece which actually 
celebrated homoeroticism, has 
ever understood or allowed 
marriage on other than male-
female lines.  

This is eminently sen-
sible and the reason is simple:  
marriage is not just about 
two people and their feelings 

for each other.  Marriage is a 
comprehensive union utterly 
unlike any other kind of per-
sonal relationship.  It has a 
unique and enormously im-
portant, indeed indispensable, 
societal purpose connected 
to the procreation and rear-
ing of children and, thus, to 
the very survival of society.   
Without a man and a woman, 
the first part is impossible and 
the second part is much more 
problematic, especially for the 
children.

The state typically has 
recognized the central im-
portance of the family as the 
essential building block of a 
healthy and orderly society.   
This is why government has 

Red

Jesus of Paul or the opinions 
of others who never really met 
the man they claim to know and 
worship.

Those who still believe 
women are less than fully hu-
man and that slavery stemmed 
from a curse from god are now 
not only minorities, but minori-
ties scorned as unjust, cruel, 
mean-spirited or simply unin-
formed, misled or willfully ig-
norant.

In time, the vast majority 
of the best of those with special 

insight into the mind of God 
will find a reason to change 
their minds and their views 
about their gay brothers and sis-
ters.

And if history is any 
teacher, they and their fellow 
believers will find a compel-
ling story to explain why true 
believers never really believed 
such nonsense in the first place, 
explaining, at last definitively, 
what god really meant by what 
they now think he said.

God does, indeed, work in 

mysterious ways.
In the meantime, the law 

will move inexorably toward 
protecting the rights (and ex-
pecting society’s due) from all 
its citizens.

And where the law and the 
better angels of our nature lead, 
minds, hearts and behavior usu-
ally follow.

Contact Daniel at 
dmorrow@mbecc.com

recognized, supported, and 
regulated marriage in a unique 
way.   Marriage creates fami-
lies.  Families create citizens.  

Limiting marriage to 
the naturally complementary 
male-female pair does not deny 
anyone’s rights.  Think about 
it.  No one, straight or gay, 
really has a “right” to marry 
anyway.   Nor is it about ho-
mosexuality per se.  It is about 
society’s interest in preserving 
itself over time via the promo-
tion and support of procreative 
marriage.   The law does not 
regulate other types of friend-
ship or companionship because 
none has an overriding public 
purpose.  That some marriages 
produce no children is irrel-
evant.  Most do.  No homosex-
ual union can.  

Marriage has been bat-
tered enough already.  No-fault 
divorce, the acceptance of co-
habitation by unmarried cou-
ples, and our popular culture’s 
relentlessly energetic promo-
tion of pre- and extra-marital 
sexual license all have done 
their part, as skyrocketing out-
of-wedlock birth rates clearly 
demonstrate.   How can this be 
good either for individuals, es-
pecially children, or for society 

as a whole?  Unless the goal is 
to destroy marriage altogether, 
it makes no sense to undermine 
it further by eliminating all ob-
jective standards and stripping 
it of any coherent shape.  

And that is what would 
happen - what some people 
want to happen – if same sex 
marriage were normalized.  
Trendy academic proponents 
of “Queer Theory” support gay 
marriage precisely because it 
would undercut “bourgeois” 
societal norms.  And, as those 
norms become less clear and 
less widely accepted, there 
would be less reason for people 
to follow them.  

Moreover, if marriage can 
be redefined so profoundly as 
to include same sex couples, 
then on what basis can it be 
legally limited to couples at 
all?  Why not groups?  Several 
prominent “progressives” al-
ready have called for the legal 
recognition of group marriage.  
Deny the principle of man-
woman marriage and, logically, 
there can be no limits.  

Though it angers femi-
nists to hear this, men and 
women really are different.  
They bring different and com-
plementary parenting skills to 

a marriage. Numerous studies 
show that having a father and 
a mother is distinctly better 
for the physical , psychologi-
cal, and emotional well-being 
of children, including adopted 
children.  This is not to say that 
homosexuals cannot be loving 
parents - my own lesbian niece 
is proof that they can - but it 
does show that children are de-
monstrably and significantly 
better off when they have si-
multaneous male and female 
role models as they grow up.   
Children who grow up with a 
mother and a father also are 
much more likely to carry that 
stability into their own adult-
hood so society as a whole 
benefits.  

This is why traditional 
marriage should be affirmed.   
Distinction is not discrimina-
tion.  Belief shapes behavior.   
Gay marriage, even when dis-
guised as “civil union,” would 
do irreparable harm to tradi-
tional marriage and it is no ex-
aggeration to say that the sur-
vival of traditional marriage is 
critical to the survival of civi-
lization.

Contact James at 
jmorgan@mbecc.com
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110 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 1380

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
(540) 687-5588

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,900,000

Near Foxcroft School • 5 BR c. 1830 Virginia farmhouse • Grand stone
pavilion • Built of native fells stone & antique mahogany floors •
Extraordinary structure serves as a banquet room, pool house, green house
& guest quarters • Large spring fed pond • Beautiful setting • 103 acres
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Sycamore Bend Farm
Lincoln, Virginia  •  $1,400,000

20 + acres • VA farmhouse, c 1780 • Master BR suite & full BA w/ 3 additional BR & 2 full BA
on 2nd floor • Front & rear staircases give easy access • 4 FP enhance the living room, den, study
& kitchen • Hardwood floors throughout • 1/2 BA on 1st floor, family room • 13 stall stable •
Bank barn • Large sand ring • Spring house • Fenced & cross fenced w/water to fields
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Fox Valley Farm
Marshall, Virginia  •  $1,895,000

Historic property on 32 acres in Orange County Hunt • 1st
floor master, den, grand salon, English kitchen with large DR
& billiard room • 2nd kitchen/ bar leads to patio, pool & guest
cottage • 7 stall barn adjoins 3 BR, 2 BA farm manager's house
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Walter Woodson (703) 499-4961

Fox Hollow
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $875,000

Prime Fauquier County location • Main house circa 1790,
addition in 1985 • 5 BR, 3 1/2 BA, 4 FP • Spring fed pond •
Guest/tenant house • Workshop • Property suitable for hors-
es • Miles of trails • 12.97 acres
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Keepsake Farm
The Plains, Virginia  •  $1,195,000

8 acres in Orange County Hunt • Surrounded by pristine
protected land • 3 bedrooms • Spacious Master bedroom •
Exposed beams and interior stone walls • 2 stall barn
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Meadowbrook Court
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $439,000

Immaculate end unit town home feels like a private cottage •
Completely renovated • New kitchen & baths • New roof • Elegant
living room with wood burning FP • Built in book shelves • Private
terrace & landscaped garden • Perfectly turn key • No maintenance
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Sherburne Farm Road
Marshall, Virginia  •  $790,000

Exceptionally well built house • 10 open acres • Geothermal heat
system with 5 zones & radiant floor heat • Open floor plan offers
excellent views • Master suite on main floor • 2-3 BR on lower
level • Exercise room with access to patio
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Marley Grange
Millwood, Virginia  •  $2,600,000

Understated elegance • Finely appointed 5600+ sq. ft. home
built in 1997 on 75 acres in a private and secluded setting •
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 half baths • 10 stall barn • 224 ft. x
128 ft. blue stone ring • Excellent horse facility and ride-out
Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Longview Lane
Delaplane, Virginia  •  $3,750,000

c. 1789 masterpiece • Stunning site is unmatched in the region • 15 acres amidst 400
protected acres • Main house has 3 BR, amazing kitchen, limestone floors, mahogany
doors, 4 FP • 3 BR guest cottage • 2 BR carriage house • Charming guest quarters •
Great location, stunning views, exquisite detail • Rare find, fantastic value
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Canongate
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $720,900

Circa 1760's stone farm house on 6.45 acres • Beautiful wood
floors, 4 wood burning fireplaces, country kitchen with granite
countertops, bathrooms all updated • Fenced paddocks, two
stables and a machine shed
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

Located in the heart of fox hunting country • 3 miles from
Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial home  • Stable
• Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court • Mature trees and
sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds most of the property
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Meadowkirk Inn & Retreat
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $16,000,000

358 acres • 8 BR Manor house • 6 FP • Heart of pine floors • 10’ ceilings
• Inn w/20 rooms all w/private baths • Conference room • Stone barn can
accommodate 120 guests • 3 cottages • Log cabin • Pool & pool house •
Observatory • Picnic pavilion • 2 miles of Goose Creek frontage
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Editor’s Desk

John P. Flannery

The FEMA facility, Mount 
Weather in Northern Virginia off Route 
601, is where Vice President Cheney sat 
out 9-11 underground.   Above ground, 
there is a shooting range and I went there 
to shoot an AK-47 Assault Rifle – now 
some time ago. 

This name, AK47, comes from 
the second version of an assault weapon 
designed by Soviet Mikhail Kalashnikov 
in 1947.   When fired in full-automatic 
mode, this AR fires continuously for 
every trigger pull.  There have of course 
been design improvements and model 
changes since its origin.  The magazine’s 
capacity is 30 rounds.  It can shoot 100 
rounds a minute over an effective range 
of 400 meters. 

You no doubt have seen movie 
stars shoving fully loaded magazines in 
cinematic fight scenes.  But loading the 
magazine beforehand is something that 
has to be done carefully.   You place a 
round between the feed lips until it locks 
inside the magazine, and you repeat this 
until the magazine is full.  Like I said, 30 
rounds.  At the range, several of us loaded 
magazines for each other before we shot. 

When I was standing at the firing 
line, the trigger felt sluggish and I didn’t 
fire.  It didn’t feel right.  The officer on the 
range said he didn’t see anything wrong.  
But, because I was persistent, we pulled 
out the magazine and one of the cartridg-
es was nudging up against another.  The 
magazine had been loaded wrong.  The 
officer said, if forced by the trigger pull, 
it could have exploded in hand.  But, of 
course, that didn’t happen.  We caught it.

You may know, if you’ve ever 
fired one of these weapons, that it’s like a 
fire hose of lead running from your hands 
through the slight recoil in your shoulder 
to the target, almost like the target is 
pushing back – and then your magazine 

is spent – and you load another.
We’ve had a lot of pundits talk, 

with such bravado, about arming them-
selves, also teachers and janitors with all 
manner of weapons but they never talk 
about jammed weapons, much less how 
different it is to face a stationary paper 
target as opposed to someone who sur-
prises you in armor and is coming at you 
carrying an even more powerful weapon 
than yours.

Perhaps this was best brought 
home when Navy Seal Chris Kyle, 38, 
the world’s most renowned sniper, who 
reportedly scored 150 combat kills, went 
to a rural Texas Shooting range last week 
southwest of Fort Worth. 

Mr. Kyle was armed but he was 
shot dead by Eddie Ray Routh, a former 
Marine corporal, who served in Iraq and 
who repeatedly shot and killed Kyle and 
Chad Littlefield, 35, with a semiautomat-
ic hand gun on the firing range.

Afterwards, Mr. Routh said, Kyle 
and Littlefield “were out shooting target 
practice and he couldn’t trust them so he 
killed them before they could kill him.”

This incident underscores how 
difficult it is for even a trained assassin to 
defend himself at a firing range. Yet some 
talk of math teachers and pastors packing 
heat in schools, churches and homes.

Next up is how this was a disas-
ter waiting to happen.  Early reports in-
formed us that the Marine corporal suf-
fered from PTSD.  If we hadn’t learned 
anything else, we would think that in-
viting a serviceman with PTSD to a fir-
ing range was a really bad idea.  If you 
haven’t read it, get a copy of Jonathan 
Shay’s “Achilles in Vietnam: Combat 
Trauma and the Undoing of Character.”  
It’s about this precise question – how to 
help a returning vet with PTSD – and 
how the psychological devastation of 
war has the same effect it has today as 
when Homer’s Iliad was first created.  

Shooting ranges are not recommended 
for recovery from PTSD.

We have since learned that Mr. 
Hough was released from a Veterans hos-
pital, from a psychiatric center, over his 
parents’ objections, just four days before 
he gunned down Kyle and Littlefield. 

I agree there is some right to arms 
in this nation but it is not a constitutional 
right separate from the necessity of a mi-
litia. 

Supreme Court Justice Joseph 
Story wrote in his 1833 abridged edition 
of his treatise on the Constitution how he 
lamented that, while “the importance of 
a well-regulated militia would seem so 
undeniable, it cannot be disguised that 
among the American people there is a 
growing indifference to any system of 
militia discipline.”   

Columbia Law Professor Richard 
Uviller wrote more recently that, with the 
evaporation of state militias all together, 
and their assumption into the Army, the 
Second Amendment, as a matter of con-
stitutional interpretation, had become a 
“vacant and meaningless sequence of 
words.”

  The Supreme Court appears to 
recognize a right of privacy in the home.  
That’s what’s left of the Court’s decision 
in Heller.  But not much more.  Beyond 
that, it is a right at common law and 
circumscribed as any right, particularly 
given the mischief that weapons can and 
have caused. 

It is time we rolled up our sleeves 
and defined what we will allow or not as 
our nation’s code of violence – and not 
just with regard to arms. 

The answer is most certainly not 
a coterie of gun-slinging teachers and 
janitors in schools, not when trained as-
sassins can’t even defend themselves at a 
shooting range. 

The answer is the rule of law, not 
the code of the claw.

Live Fire on the Range
On the firing range at Mount Weather

Chandler Van Voorhis

For over 100 years underpinning 
our understanding of space and time has 
been the constancy of the speed of light 
as stated in the mass–energy equivalence 
equation, E = mc2 . 

“Many physicists believe that 
all matter is ultimately composed of 
trapped light. This belief is embodied in 
Einstein’s famous E = mc2 energy/mass 
equation. The notion here arises from 
the fact that every particle of matter has 
a mirror-image particle of antimatter. 
When a particle of matter interacts with 
its mirror-image particle, it undergoes a 
process called matter/ antimatter annihi-
lation, the result of which is the produc-
tion of light or massless energy. Thus, 
matter is trapped light,” writes Dr. Fred 
Alan Wolf, author of Mind into Matter: 
A New Alchemy of Science and Spirit.

However, a group of physicists at 
CERN, the world’s largest particle phys-
ics laboratory near Geneva, have discov-
ered subatomic particles that move faster 
than the speed of light. They have con-
firmed this finding by replicating the test 
twice. Could it be that Einstein is wrong 
that E does not equal MC2 ? Theses find-
ing are rocking the scientific community 
and have profound implications on how 
we understand the world we inhabit.

Einstein’s theory of general rela-
tivity basically says that matter cannot 
exist without space and time. If any one 
of the three --- matter, space or time-
-- ceases to exist they all do. So if time 
stops or ceases to exist, matter and space 
cease to exist.

Time is a funny thing. Most of us 
believe time is constant and that we ei-
ther have too much time or not enough 
of it. But where does time come from? 

Time is really man’s attempt 
to create reference points and distinct 
boundaries. And for many, the boundar-
ies of time are we occupy our thoughts as 

we either live in memory or live in antici-
pation of the future. Few are those who 
live fully Present.

The energy we tap into by Being 
Present or Being Still (stopping of time) 
enables the artificial lines of separation to 
melt away as matter ceases to exist. This 
forces us to realize that distinctions are 
man’s illusion. 

As author Lynne McTaggart cap-
tures in her book, The Field, man is not 
separate from the universe; he is connect-
ed to everything through a quantum field. 
Scientists are coming to understand that 
the universe is a dynamic web of inter-
connectedness. Through breakthroughs 
on the Zero Point Field to Spooky Action 
at a Distance, scientists are demonstrat-
ing that there may be a life force flowing 
through the universe. 

Just as one cannot separate the 
sunrays from the sun or a drop of water 
from the ocean, so too man from his 
source. After all, we are His reflection. 
Our challenge is to walk in the light of re-
alization that is captured in the first com-
mandment. Personally, this command-
ment is about the Law of Inseparability. 
By dropping the ego we allow our life to 
be re-centered much the same way as the 
sunrays relate to the sun.

So, if we are all mere reflections of 
our Creator and God is Love, the second 
commandment forces us to build equity 
in one another and our natural resources 
around us. Equity creates compounded 
value through the currency of love, 
which enlarges the heart of mankind.

As Herman Hesse writes in Sid-
dhartha “Have you also learned the secret 
of the river --- that there is no such thing 
as time?”  

Chandler Van Voorhis is Manag-
ing Partner of C2I, LLC and a member 
of the Outdoor Writers Association of 
America. He can be reached at chan-
dler@c2invest.net.

Have you also 
learned the secret 
of the river?
A Creek Runs Through Us

usage “outside of town” is projected 
to rise from a minimum of  $50.45 to 
$64.24 by FY2017.  Rates for heavier 
users, from $18,48 to $23.53 over the 
same period.

Under this structure the average 
in-town customers’ total water/sewer 
bills should rise roughly 3% in FY 
2014 for users of 3,000 gallons of wa-
ter per quarter or less;  decrease nearly 
6% for users of 12,000 gallons; and 
increase nearly 28% for users of more 
than 240,000 gallons per quarter.

Town Council will take the report 
under advisement and set rates at a later 
date.

Middleburg Museum
At its January 24 work session, 

Council member Kathy Jo Shea moved, 
and Vice Mayor Darlene Kirk second-

ed a unanimously approved motion to 
authorize the release of$925 in dona-
tions that have been collected for the 
development of the Middleburg Mu-
seum to the new, 501.c.3,  Middleburg 
Museum Foundation.

Refinance
At the same session Council au-

thorized “the issuance and sale of a 
General Obligation Refunding Bond . . 
.  not to exceed $1,300,000.  Town Ad-
ministrator Martha Semmes has been 
working for some time to save money 
by taking advantage of lower interest 
rates to refinance Middleburg’s long-
term debt.

Christmas in Middleburg
Council Member Kevin Haz-

ard reported that the Christmas in 

Middleburg team was “not waiting 
until September to begin meeting, but 
rather were planning this year’s event 
now.”  The group is already discussing 
how to handle the problems encoun-
tered by last year’s record crowds, in-
cluding bathroom availability, parking, 
meals, and post -event clean-up.

Town Budget
Town Administrator Semmes re-

ported that staff work continues on de-
veloping the Town’s FY 2014 Budget.  
A draft of the General Fund budget is 
scheduled for presentation to Council 
in February, and a draft Utility Fund 
budget in March.

Strategic Goals
Mayor Davis summarized that 

Council has identified five key goals 

Police Work Praised
Continued from Page 1

Located on the East and West 
ends of Middleburg

2 Single Car Garages 
with Electric Power

$175 per month

2 Good Sized Work Shops 
with Electric Power

$300 per month

Chatsworth Corporation
540.687.3200

Available Immediately...Call 540-687-3200

1500 SQ. FEET • PRIME RETAIL SPACE
MAIN STREET, MIDDLEBURG VA

Will consider short 
or long term lease. 
For more information 
please call Jock Reuter 
at 540-687-5511

FOR LEASE

EUTER

INCORPORATEDR SEUTER’
MIDDLEBURG, VA WASHINGTON, DCEST. 1965

R E A L  E S TAT ER SEUTER’
MIDDLEBURG, VA WASHINGTON, DCEST. 1965

R E A L  E S TAT ER S’
MIDDLEBURG, VA WASHINGTON, DCEST. 1965

INCORPORATED

INC.

EUTER
R E A L  E S TAT ER S’

MIDDLEBURG, VA WASHINGTON, DCEST. 1965
INCORPORATED

Middleburg
real estate

Quietly Serving Our Clients Since 1943

Office Space for Rent – Middleburg
Nice/Bright 3 room office (2 offices and bath w/ 
shower)2nd floor on Main Street in Middleburg.  

$1,000/month.  Please call 703-217-0664

upon which to focus in the year ahead:  
(1) contacting and maintaining com-
munications with Town businesses 
and residents; (2) improving commu-
nications with Town committees; (3) 
ground water preservation; (4) devel-
oping and support new events and (5) 
developing a list of anticipated opening 
of the Salamander Inn and Spa on the 
Town, its citizens and services.

Traffic Calming and 
Congressman Wolf

Mayor Davis noted that in re-
sponse to rumors that the Virginia Sec-
retary of Transportation was consider-
ing dissolution of the Route 50 Traffic 
Calming Committee several people 
wrote letters and Congressman Wolf 

got involved.  
Davis received a call, she said,  

from Garrett Moore, of VDOT, who 
reported that VDOT would not dis-
solve the task force, which was fol-
lowed by a letter of confirmation.

The task force would remain 
in existence, she noted, until the 
Middleburg portion of the project was 
finished.  

Brick crosswalks should be in-
stalled in Middleburg during the sum-
mer of 2014, according to the Mayor,  
noting that the schedule is  designed 
to accommodate Middleburg’s need to 
first replace its underground utilities.  
The crosswalk project should take two 
to three months to complete.  



FINE PROPERTIES
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