
Animal Rescue Fund is a 
not-for-profit organization 
established four years ago 
to help other organizations 

provide care to animals in need.  This 
year, ARF awarded a record $104,000 
in grants to 21 existing animal shelters 
and animal service initiatives. Dur-
ing the first three years of existence, 
ARF has awarded a total of $264,000 
to organizations that applied for aid 
through ARF’s annual grant process.

“Naturally, the contributions 
which make this possible don’t fall 
from the sky,“ says ARF Chairman 
Jennifer Richards. “We are blessed 
with the most dedicated Board of Di-
rectors, volunteers and loyal contribu-
tors.” 

She continued, “ Business own-
ers in our area have been wonderful. 
The Shaggy Ram’s Joanne Swift is 
the kindest, animal loving, supporter; 
Tom Wiseman from Wiseman & Asso-
ciates never fails to pitch in to help.”

Our gratitude is extended to the 
Middleburg Bank; Senator Jill Vogel; 
Nova Smiles; The Middleburg Eccen-
tric and especially to Mrs. Jacqueline 
Mars and Mars Petcare US, Inc. with-
out whose generosity we would not 
be able to donate food to many needy 
shelters. 

“We are also immensely grateful 
to look to Ron Bradley, Zohar Ben-
Dov, Manley Johnson and Ken Rietz 
for extra financial support.”

ARF is an organization of vol-
unteers who recognize the inherent 
burden faced by existing shelters to 
not only care for rescued animals but 
to raise their own funds as well. ARF 
was created to increase awareness of 
and funding for existing animal shel-

ters and animal service organizations.
Twenty-one organizations re-

ceived ARF grants this year including:  
The Mddleburg Humane Foundation, 
The Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, The 
Fauquier SPCA, PAWS for Seniors, 
WAAG, Cause Fur Paws and The Vir-
ginia German Shepherd Rescue.

For a complete list, please visit 
the ARF website at www.arfrescueva.
org.

“We are overwhelmingly grate-
ful to the generosity of our local resi-
dents,” said Founder Ursula Land-
srath. “We deeply appreciate our many 
volunteers and contributors.”

New Board Members

	 In 2014 ARF welcomes two 
new members to the Board of Direc-
tors:  Cristin Cotten of Delaplane and 
Carole Stadfield of Middleburg. Jen-
nifer Richards will be Chair, Ursula 
Landsrath President and Mary John-
son Vice- President. Other officers are

Treasurer Dede McClure, Secre-
tary Angie Webber and Special Events 
Chair Cathy Boswell.

ARF also announced the dates 
for its three annual events in 2014.  
Sunday, May 18 is the 2014 date for 
the Deleplane Dog Fest & Bazaar.  
The annual Animal Night will take 
place Saturday, October 11, and the 
ARF Estate Sale is planned for the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. In-
formation about these events can be 
found at www.arfrescueva.org.

“We are overwhelmingly grate-
ful to the generosity of our local resi-
dents” says Ursula Landsrath. “We 
deeply appreciate our many volun-
teers and contributors.”
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Dr. Belinda Burwell, DVM, 
about to release the rehabilitated 
American Bald Eagle

ARF’s Two New Board Members, Cristin Cotten with Gabriel, and 
Carole Stadfield holding Angel

ARF Board Members, Dede McClure and 
Angie Webber, with rescued 
Great Pyrenees, Maxine

ARF Board Member, Cathy 
Boswell, Presents a $10,000 
ARF Grant for the Blue Ridge 
Wildlife Center to Dr. Belinda 
Burwell, DVM, Director and 
Veterinarian
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s policy for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. 
We encourage and support advertising and 
marketing programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtain housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to Virginia’s fair housing law which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status, handicap or intention 
to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept advertising for real estate that violates 
the fair housing law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on equal opportunity 
basis. For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint call the Virginia Fair Housing 
office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free call (888) 
551-3247. For the hearing impaired call (804) 
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ATOKA PROPERTIES 
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Purcellville 540-338-7770
Leesburg 703-777-1170

MIDDLEBURG REAL ESTATE
www.middleburgrealestate.com
540-687-6321

Find us on Facebook!

PATRICIA BURNS
540.454.6723 

36579 MOUNTVILLE RD, MIDDLEBURG, VA- 
Magnif icent  hunt  country esta te ,  White  Oak Farm,  60 
outs tanding acres  in  the  foxcroft  area . .  Turnkey horse  
farm with a  res tored 1890's  4  br,  2  ful l  2  half  bath.Origi -
nal  hardwood,  wine cel lar,  7  s ta l l  courtyard s table  with  a  
par ty/hunt  breakfast  room, 7 paddocks with new fencing.  
2  addi t ional  dwel l ings.  LO8233146 $3,300,000

W EXFORD,  T HE F ORMER K ENNEDY R ETREAT-  The  house  tha t  
Jack ie  bu i l t  in  1963 .  S teeped  in  h i s to ry,  se t  amid  ro l l ing  f i e lds  
l i ned  w/  s tone  f ences ,  t r ee s ,  pond ,  poo l ,  t enn i s  c t . ,  m tn  v i ews ,  
t a k e s  y o u  b a c k  t o  d a y s  o f  C a m e l o t .  1 6 6 +  a c r e s ,  4  p a r c e l s ,  t a x  
credit-easement potential .  Orange County Hunt.  Privacy and only  
30 mins to Dulles and 60 mins to DC. Qualified buyers only please .

FQ8204258
  $7,950,000

LO8221569
$579,000

21062 HOODED CROW DR, LEESBURG, VA  -  Tenant occupied 
until Jan.31st. Please excuse TENANT's CLUTTER. Note that Gleeds-
ville Road at 15 South is closed. Must go past and enter at Emerald Park. 
Directions noted correctly in listing. Home has over $90,000 dollars in 
builder and homeowner improvements. Not your typical builder 
standards. Designer kitchen and baths. Custom yoga studio in basement, 
yard with sprinkler. No-voc paint
COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703-296-2347

LO8105401 • $1,190,000

23085 Pantherskin Ln,  Middleburg,  VA- Except ional ly 
spacious brick house in sought after Atoka Chase, minutes
from downtown Middleburg in a very private setting. Large
master  sui te .  Large mud room.  4  car  garage. Finished 
lower level.  Media room. 10 acres. Pond.  5  bedrooms.  4  
baths .  

BUNDLES MURDOCK
540.454.3499  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

Serving our Clients Since 1939
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$6,833,300  •  FQ7949197 $2,999,000  •  CL7939070

$990,000  •  CL8028260

$6,833,300  •  LO7840524

porch.  Deck. Invisible Fence.

 Main Floor Master Suite with 
Fireplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 
very private acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
Finished basement with game room, exercise area 
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SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

544 TILTHAMMER MILL RD, BOYCE, VA - With beautiful views
of  the  Blue Ridge Mountains ,  th is  home is  located on a  20 acre  
parcel.  The ranch style brick house, with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, 
was built  in 2007. With a large kitchen, spacious dinning room, a 
covered porch, patio and a guest house, it is perfect for entertaining.

9376 BRIAR LN, DELAPLANE, VA - Turn-key Equestrian 
property on 31+ private acres, frontage on Goose Ck. Spacious 4 BR; 
Master suite on main level, California closet, jacuzzi, etc. Open floor 
plan with mahogany beamed vaulted ceilings. Gourmet kitchen with 
Wolf appliances, 31x16 den, double 58' decks. Extraordinary stable! 
14~x14~ stalls, etc.,120~x240~ ring, 5 paddocks, sheds with water/elec. 
Great ride-out, Convenient commute....

ANNE MCINTOSH
703-509-4499

FQ8230417
$1,799,000

209 WASHINGTON ST E, MIDDLEBURG, VA  -Historic c.1820 
turnkey B&B in Town of Middleburg. Includes real estate, successful 
business, contents (excl. owner's personal items). Beautifully decorated & 
furnished. Off St.  pkg, 8 lovely rooms w/ en suite bathrooms, huge 
commercial kitchen, dining rm, office, sitting area, parlor, 9 frpls. decks, 
gardens. Includes add'l .25 ac corner lot Tax ID #538293356000. Walk 
to shops/restaurants.

LO8226376
$2,200,000

PATRICIA BURNS
540.454.6723 

FQ8110815
   $795,000

PATRICIA BURNS
540.454.6723 

10157 JOHN S. MOSBY HWY, UPPERVILLE, VA  - Amazing oppty. for 
buyers looking for a home-based business. Very charming, in a great location, 
with good visibility off John Mosby Hwy. between Upperville and Paris 
adjacent to Blackthorne Inn. Organic gardening? Antiques? Grapes/wine 
tasting? Also good for a horse person. Outbuildings and good parking.

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

21450 ROSEDOWN CT, MIDDLEBURG, VA  •  Former Westport 
III  Model Home available on 3+ acres in Middleburg, VA! Light 
filled open floor plan featuring 5 bedrooms with 4 full and 2 half 
baths. Fully finished lower level with full bath. Three car garage 
and a beautiful covered back porch. 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

LO8195937  •   $1,075,000

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

H E R I TA G E F A R M,  M A R S H A L L,  VA -  F a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y.  A
rarely available large parcel. 296 acres. Zoned RA. Potential ease-
ment credit. 3 tenant houses. Large pond. This is 3 separate parcels, 
6071-09-6237, 6071-28-8393, 6072-00-7650. Heritage farm is a perfect 
hard asset  investment and offers the potential  of an incredible tax 
benefi t . FQ7935337 • $6,364,000

B EAVERDAM B RIDGE R D,  M IDDLEBURG,  VA  -  Beau t i fu l  
cus tom s tone /  s t ucco  home  on  10+  ac re s .  4  bd rms ,  5  1 /2  ba ths .  
Ma in  l eve l  bed room,  cus tom k i t chen  wi th  g ran i t e  and  a  b reak
fa s t  ba r.  4  f i r ep l aces ,  3  ca r  ga rage  wi th  an  ups t a i r s  apa r tmen t .  
HUGE f in i shed  basemen t ,  who le  house  gene ra to r,  po rch  o ff  t he  
mas t e r  su i t e ,  a  poo l ,  m inu te s  t o  midd leburg  and  Pu rce l lv i l l e .

LO8169923
$1,600,000

TED ZIMMERMAN
540-905-5874

22553 DRESDEN FARM LN, MIDDLEBURG, VA - Dresden Farm is 
a beautifully maintained 115 acre horse farm, It includes a circa 1785 
5 bedroom main house,  a  12 s ta l l  Belmont  barn with  8  paddocks,  
heated waterers, a new generator and a separate tack room. There are 4 
additional dwellings (including newly renovated manager's house and 
guest house), extensive greenhouses, gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre pond.

$3,900,000  •  LO7610514

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

CL8055171  •   $980,000

Cover Photo by
Dee Dee Hubbard

RESPITE CARE

You’ve always been
there for them.
Now, let us be there

for you.

Arrangements must be made ahead of time and specifi c information from physician is required. 
Rehabilitation & Nursing Center 360 Hospital Dr., Warrenton VA     The Villas at Su­  eld Meadows 6735 Su­  eld Ln., Warrenton VA

One of the most important things a caregiver can do is care for 
themselves. At Fauquier Health, our short-term respite care 
provides a safe and comfortable environment for your loved one 
and gives you some much needed time. So, you can breathe easy 
knowing that your loved one is being treated by experts who care.

www.fauquierhealth.org/respite

Call us at 540-316-3800 for more information

News of Note

The Middleburg Char-
ter School Committee 
submitted an applica-
tion to the Loudoun 

County School Board last 
August and has been busy 
working out the details with a 
School Board charter review 
committee during a series of 
bi-monthly public meetings.  
These meetings have covered 
the topics of governance, fa-
cilities, personnel, curriculum, 
special education, finances, 
and transportation.

If approved by the 
School Board, Middleburg 
Elementary School will con-
vert to a public charter school 
and be operated under a multi-
year contract with the School 
Board by a nonprofit corpora-
tion composed of community 
members, parents, and school 
staff.  The new charter school, 
MCCS, hopes to give priority 
admission to children residing 
in the Middleburg commu-
nity and will also be open to 
any child residing in Loudoun 
County.   If those desiring ad-
mission exceed the capacity 
of the school of 137 students, 
then a lottery will be conduct-
ed to determine admissions.

MCCS is excited to offer 

an educational program that 
will provide our children an 
excellent education and will 
meet the needs of the commu-
nity.  It will include an innova-
tive interdisciplinary curricu-
lum, multi-age classes, all-day 
kindergarten, and a modified 
school year calendar.

MCCS will adopt the 
Leonardo Da Vinci program 
developed at Barcroft Elemen-
tary School in Arlington, VA.   
This curriculum was devel-
oped under the leadership of 
their award winning principal 
Miriam Hughey-Guy, who re-
tired in 2013.   She is serving 
as a consultant to the MCCS 
committee and, along with 
selected staff from Barcroft 
Elementary, will guide the 
MCCS staff in implementing 
a similar program at MCCS.  
The program uses Leonardo 
Da Vinci as a model to inspire 
the children to develop their 
innate intellectual curiosity.  
A thematic, project-based, in-
terdisciplinary curriculum will 
employ unifying topics to pro-
vide context for teaching and 
practicing the various disci-
plines of math, language arts, 
science, social studies, history, 
art, music and PE.  Barcroft’s 

program is aligned with the 
Virginia Standards of Learn-
ing.

Unlike traditional el-
ementary schools, MCCS will 
not have children separated 
by grade and taught multiple 
subjects by a single grade 
level teacher.  Grades K-2 will 
be combined into one class 
while grades 3 through 5 will 
be combined into a separate 
class with the number of class 
rooms of each grouping deter-
mined by student enrollment.  
Combining children across 
age groups allows younger 
students to see models for 
learning in older children, 
provides mentoring opportu-
nities for older children in a 
class, and ensures continuity 
of child-teacher relationships 
across several years.   Instead 
of all teachers covering every 
discipline, teachers with expe-
rience and qualifications in ei-
ther math or language arts will 
teach primarily those subjects 
to multiple classrooms and 
mentor younger teachers as 
they develop expertise in their 
chosen area.

Full-day kindergarten 
gives children the extra in-
struction at a young age that 

research shows has major ben-
efits.   A modified year-round 
calendar reduces the long sum-
mer break, when children lose 
ground academically.   School 
opens in early August.   Two-
week breaks, called interces-
sions, are scheduled between 
quarters, one between the late 
summer and fall quarters and 
another between the winter 
and spring quarters.  Interces-
sions include opportunities for 
remedial studies for children 
as well as enrichment classes 
or camps depending on the in-
terest of the students.

Parents and community 
members are invited to hear 
more about MCCS at a pub-
lic meeting at Middleburg El-
ementary School on Monday, 
February 3rd at 6:30pm.  Mir-
iam Hughey-Guy will attend 
the meeting as well as mem-
bers of the Loudoun County 
School Board’s Charter Re-
view Committee and everyone 
will be available to answer 
questions.

For more information 
please contact MCCS at 540-
505-0456 or by emailing mid-
dleburgcharterschool@gmail.
com.

Middleburg Community 
Charter School Update
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News of Note
Dan Morrow

At its regular meet-
ing on January 
9, 2014, Town 
Council voted 

unanimously to hire a new 
company, Inboden Environ-
mental Services, to handle 
the day-to- day manage-
ment of the Town’s water 
systems, arguably Middle-
burg’s largest assets and 
most complex management 
challenges.

With the town’s man-
agement contract with 
Loudoun water due to ex-
pire at the end of 2013, 
Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes, with full council 
support, had issued a for-
mal Request For Proposals 
for the system contract in 
the fall of 2013.

“Two were received, 
she said, from “private util-
ity service providers,” both 
long active in the state:  one 
from Inboden Environmen-
tal Services, based in Mount 
Jackson Virginia; the other 
from the ESS Group, with 
offices in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Norfolk, 
Virginia. The town’s current 
contractor, Loudoun Water, 
did not respond directly to 
the town’s formal RFP, but 
submitted a draft “renewal 
contract” for consideration 
on January 2, 2014.

A committee compris-
ing Town Administrator 
Martha Semmes, Council-
members Mark Snyder and 
Kevin Hazard, and Bob 
Etris of the Houston-based 
consulting firm Whitman 
Requardt Associates re-

viewed all three offers and 
unanimously recommended 
hiring IES.

A key element in the 
town’s choice of vendors, 
Semmes reported, was the 
now well-established need 
to have water and waste-
water system management 
staff on site, “all day dur-
ing the week and some dur-
ing the weekends” both of 
which were required by the 
permits issued by the State 
to operate the systems, and 
the realities of day-to-day 
maintenance and problem 
solving needs.  

Indeed, Semmes noted, 
in her view the recent se-
rious and very expensive 
damage to the town’s Well 4 
treatment plant “would not 
have occurred or the dam-
ages could have been mini-
mized” if Loudoun Water 
staff had been on site.  

Customers with frozen 
water meters, she also ob-
served, need immediate at-
tention, and tend not to be 
happy to wait for the dis-
patch of service personnel 
stationed elsewhere in the 
county, if and when they 
become available.

It has apparently be-
come “increasingly diffi-
cult” and expensive Semmes 
observed, “for Loudoun 
Water to provide the level 
of service the Town staff, 
Council and customers ex-
pect.”  Their draft renewal 
contract, she further noted, 
had simply not offered to 
provide the on-site staff 
presence the town required, 
and, in her view, appeared 
to offer less service than 

their competitors at higher 
cost.

Mark Snyder, arguably 
the Town Council’s resident 
expert on water issues past 
and present, noted that the 
members of the review com-
mittee all agreed that “IES 
was a great solution and had 
the capabilities, dedication 
and years of service to do 
the job. and were cheaper 
than any other alternative.”

Semmes also noted 
that IES had “direct expe-
rience with the membrane 
technology at the [Town’s 
new] wastewater treatment 
plant.”

Terry Inboden, the 
founder of IES, could be 
in Middleburg as early as 
February, Snyder said, to 
facilitate a smooth transfer 
of operations.  IES, in Sny-
der’s view, should be able 
to “fully assume operations 
in March. “ 

Crosswalk Funding 

At its January regular 
session Council formally 
and unanimously resolved 
to pursue Loudoun County 
Transportation Funding for 
the design and construction 
of new pedestrian cross-
walks on Washington Street

According to Town Ad-
ministrator Semmes. Town 
staff had “found a way” 
to apply for County fund-
ing, noting that Middleburg 
“had not done so for many 
years.”

Semmes told Council 
that she had already spoken 
with Loudoun County Ad-
ministrator Tim Helmstreet 
about the project and pro-
vided him with cost data.  
According to Semmes, 
Helmstreet told her he could 
still put a “placeholder” for 
the crosswalks in the coun-
ty budget if he received a 
formal request for funding 
from the town.  Normally, 
Semmes noted, such fund-
ing requests should have 
been submitted in October.

Mayor Betsy Davis 
told Council that Supervi-
sor Janet Clarke had also 
“seemed very supportive of 
the request when they dis-
cussed it during a meeting.”   

Christmas 
in Middleburg

Following last year’s 
rousing success, Town 
Council formally and unan-
imously approved in Janu-
ary a “Resolution of Ap-
preciation” for those who 
had taken on the responsi-
bility for funding and stag-
ing the Town’s Christmas in 
Middleburg  celebrations.

Mayor Davis praised, 

Jim Herbert, Chairman of 
the Christmas in Middleburg 
Committee, noting that “ev-
ery year, the event got bet-
ter.”

Herbert reported that 
roughly 13,500 people were 
estimated to have attended 
the celebrations, with as 
many as 10,000 present for 
afternoon’s Santa parade.

The Christmas in 
Middleburg website, Her-
bert noted had over 48,000 
“interactions” and, accord-
ing to “Visit Loudoun” 
survey-based estimates, as 
much as   $75 per attendee 
was generated in cash flow 
on the day of this event. 

Middleburg 
Charter School

Dave Quanbeck and 
Janelle Stuart, of the 
Middleburg Charter School 
Committee reported that 
the Loudoun County School 
Board would vote to ap-
prove or disapprove their 
application on February 
25th 

Three members of the 
School Board will hold “an 
unofficial, advertised meet-
ing on February 3rd at the 
elementary school in order 
to gauge the level of com-
munity support.”

The Middleburg Com-
mittee “encouraged people 
to attend and noted that one 
member of the School Board 
was skeptical of charter 
schools and was asking to 
see community support.”

Quanbeck also encour-
aged supporters to attend 
the regular full meeting of 
the School Board on Febru-
ary 11,  “during which time 
the charter school adoption 
would be discussed as an 
information item and public 
input would be accepted.”  

Town Council agreed 
to consider a resolution of 
support for the project dur-
ing their January 23rd work 
session.  

Salamander Signage

Town Administrator 
Semmes reported that the 
management of Salaman-
der Resort and Spa had ap-
proached the Town about 
working together on a 
“way-finding signage pro-
gram.”  Council should ex-
pect a budget proposal, she 
noted, at some point in the 
near future.

Historic 
District Guideline

Town Planner and Zon-
ing Administrator David 
Beniamino reported that 
the town’s Historic Dis-

trict Review Committee had 
brought in a consultant at 
its last meeting “to discuss 
updating the Historic Dis-
trict Guidelines.”  The con-
sultant, he said, will submit 
a proposal to the HRDC on 
the topic in February, and 
that HRDC would provide a 
recommendation for Coun-
cil’s consideration shortly 
thereafter.

Police

Chief of Police A. J. 
Panebianco presented his 
department’s “end-of-the-
year report” to council. 
Highlights of 2013 includ-
ed dealing with a string of 
burglaries early in the year, 
with the town’s Lieutenant 
Mike Prince playing “a key 
role” in identifying the in-
dividuals later arrested in 
connection with the crimes.

Officer Tim Tharpe, he 
reported, is now addressing 
the Town’s longstanding 
parking meter issues, in-
specting them on a monthly 
basis and marking those that 
are out of order for repair.  
In 2014, he said, the depart-
ment will also keep track of 
malfunctioning meters “in 
a searchable spreadsheet 
so the staff would know at 
a quick glance which ones 
malfunctioned most often 
and needed to be replaced.  

Panebianco had high 
praise for work of Officers 
Heather Fadely and Mark 
Putnam, who found them-
selves in the highly unusual 
position for Middleburg of-
ficers of having to investi-
gate two deaths within two 
days.  

Officer Jay Hollins, he 
noted, has completed ad-
vanced, instructor school 
level training and has been 
passing that training along 
to other members of the 
force ”as well as some of-
ficers in Purcellville.  

The Department’s new 
Facebook page has clocked 
six hundred “likes” and 
counting.  It receives three-
to-six hundred hits on each 
new post, Panebianco re-
ported, and received around 
five thousand hits for a post 
soliciting Christmas cards 
for a little girl.

Middleburg enjoys a 
very low crime rate, the 
Chief noted, in part because 
his officers are “out on the 
street” . . . “ a lot.”

Open and honest com-
munication from citizens 
and business owners, he 
continued, also plays a ma-
jor role, sometimes making 
it possible for his officers to 
intervene to prevent trouble 
rather than having to react 
after the fact.

Middleburg Water Under New Management

From brisk afternoon walks and hikes to afternoons in the spa to warming beverages in front of 

glowing fireplaces, Salamander® Resort & Spa is an ideal place to enjoy one or more of the many 

special activities planned. We chase away winter doldrums with fun-filled gatherings and intimate 

reconnections, all in the region’s most luxurious winter resort setting.

January 31 – February 1 Chef Master Series 
Bryan Voltaggio conducts a weekend of 

classes, conversation and an unique 

custom dining experience. 

January 31 – February 2  “Super” Weekend 
Get geared up all weekend long with Touch Football 

on the lawn, NFL inside info from a guest pro, 

festivities in our Gold Cup Wine Bar & Billiards 

Room and Spa treatments that put you in the 

best locker room in the league.

February 7 – 23 Olympics
Continuous coverage in the Gold Cup Wine 

Bar & Billiards Room. Enjoy winter menu 

favorites from around the world, and see if 

you can “medal” in a game of Olympic Trivia. 

   February 14 – 16 Valentine’s Day      
    Embrace this special time with luxurious 

    accommodations, Spa treatments, 

     aphrodisiac menus at Harrimans 

      Piedmont Grill.

                                     

February 28 – March 3 Oscars 
Get red-carpet ready, with our Spa services, 

watch the awards and toast the winners in 

the Gold Cup Wine Bar & Billiards Room.     
           

               

March 14 – 17                  St Patrick’s Day 
Whiskey flights, Black Velvets and hearty 

Irish specials make this  a real celebration 

in the Gold Cup Wine Bar & Billiards Room.

March 16 – April 7   March Madness
From tip off to final buzzer, cheer on your team with 

continuous coverage in Gold Cup Wine Bar & Billiards Room. 

W I N T E R  i s  W O N D E R F U L

For a full list of activities and details:  540.687.3600  |  SalamanderResort.com

16 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, VA • 540.687.5633 
Mon - Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5
 highcli�eclothiers.com 

Annual 
End Of Bolt Sale
Once again we’re o�ering oustanding deals 

on the some of the world’s best fabrics. 

A custom suit never looked so good
...on paper that is.
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News of Note
Canine Companions for Independence

facebook.com/appletoncampbell               
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38

38

Guaranteed
 Service  

 Up-Front Prices   
 Satisfaction

appletoncampbell.com

Convenient Saturday Service 
at Weekday Rates!

2013
540.347.0765 Warrenton       540.825.6332 Culpeper

703.754.3301 Gainesville     540.645.6229 Fredericksburg

Plumbing, heating, air conditioning, 
or electrical problems? 
Appleton Campbell is your solution. 
  Highly trained, professional, polite 

technicians

  Maintenance, service repairs & 
installations of all leading brands

  Competitive pricing

  Exceptional customer service

We have been serving the Greater 
Piedmont and Northern Virginia with 
honesty, integrity and experience since 
1976.  Call us today and enjoy the 
Appleton Campbell difference.

We look forward to seeing you Feb. 22. 
Learn more at NovantHealth.org/haymarket.

Get a sneak peek of 
your new hospital

Join us to celebrate the opening of 
Novant Health Haymarket Medical Center
Saturday, Feb. 22, Noon to 3 p.m. 
You deserve a healthcare partner who will be there for you when and where you need it. 
That’s why we’re opening Novant Health Haymarket Medical Center at 15225 Heathcote Blvd.

Don’t miss this unique opportunity for a behind-the-scenes, pre-opening peek at your new 
hospital, which combines the expertise of our compassionate medical team, high-quality 
care and state-of-the-art technology you expect. 

Be sure to make it by noon so you don’t miss the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Tours conclude 
with light refreshments and goodies. Bring family, friends and neighbors  to celebrate all that 
this means for our community.

Discover how we’re ready to transform your health and wellness experience.

Lauren R. Giannini

You can’t miss Ca-
nine Companions 
for Independence 
with their distinc-

tive yellow and blue vests, 
attentive and ready to serve 
their person. Founded in 
1975, Canine Companions 
have proven their worth by 
helping children and adults 
to live better lives in spite of 
disabilities and medical con-
ditions. 

“My daughter was the 
first in this area to get a Ca-
nine Companion, and we 

really want to “give back” 
by helping CCI in any way 
we can. One way is to re-
cruit new puppy raisers. CCI 
could not exist without these 
amazing people,” said Carina 
Elgin. “Currently, four CCI 
puppies are being raised by 
Heidi Hotchkiss at Foxcroft, 
by Jane Banse and the CCI 
Club at Middleburg Acad-
emy, by the Slater family of 
Middleburg Montessori, and 
by Georgiana Watt.” 

Right before press time, 
Lynne Kelly and her son Sam 
Morgan welcomed their CCI 

puppy. Other members of the 
local community who have 
sponsored or raised CCI 
puppies include Lisa and 
Zohar Ben-Dov, Julie and 
John Coles, Jennifer (Frost) 
Fleming, Gail Griffith, and 
Susanne Lamb. 

CCI puppies attend the 
bi-weekly CCI training class 
under the tutelage of Gene-
vieve Warner CPDT at Mid-
dleburg’s American Legion. 
“Graduate” teams often stop 
by to watch, especially Car-
oline Elgin and Shelly, her 
second CCI service dog. 

Caroline has cere-
bral palsy, caused by birth 
trauma. Weak muscle tone 
makes walking difficult, and 
her speech is soft and un-
clear. Teaming with Sajen at 
the age of 10 helped her to 
evolve from shy fifth grader 
into poised young lady. 

“Getting a CCI dog is 
a really great thing because 
it brings you into the world. 
You always have a friend 
nearby,” said Caroline. “You 
have more independence and 
confidence, because your 
dog can help you with many 

things. You also get a whole 
new family, because the vol-
unteers are all such great 
people.”

Sajen turned 12 and 
retired to a life of leisure 
on the Elgins’ farm in The 
Plains. The Elgins flew to 
California so Caroline could 
team up with Shelly. The 
two dogs couldn’t be more 
different. Sajen is a big, 
black male who needed lots 
of praise, whereas Shelly 
(two) is a small, very mel-
low female and responds to 
Caroline’s soft voice, perfect 
for the next phase of her life, 
when mom might not always 
be nearby.

Carina recalled Car-
oline and Sajen’s first 
Middleburg Christmas pa-
rade. “My husband Dean and 
I were astonished, watching 
this shy girl in a wheelchair, 
driving down the middle of 
Main Street, just beaming – 
smiling, waving and so very 
proud of her dog. It was the 
first of many amazing expe-
riences for Caroline with Sa-
jen by her side.”

Canine Companions for 
Independence, a nation-wide 
501c3 non-profit, breeds 
Labradors, Golden Retriev-
ers, and crosses of the two 
to be trained as service dogs, 
facility dogs, skilled com-
panions, and hearing dogs. 
CCI service dogs partner 
with children and adults with 
physical disabilities. The 
dogs turn lights on and off, 
fetch things like the remote 
and shoes, pick up dropped 
keys, pull manual wheel-
chairs, and lots more. They 
provide great social support 
and guarantee that their per-
son is never alone. 

The official path of 
each Canine Companion 
starts when pups are weaned 
and spend 15-18 months 
with puppy raisers. In May 
several Middleburg puppies 
will be handed over to CCI 
for advanced training. From 
birth to graduation each dog 
costs about $40,000, but 
in CCI’s unique program, 
thanks to volunteers and do-
nors, there is no charge to 
the children, adults and vet-
erans who qualify and pass 
the training. 

Not every CCI puppy 
makes the grade. They can’t 
have allergies or health is-
sues and undergo rigorous 
training and testing. If any 
CCI dog leaves the program 
or is not matched with a hu-
man partner, its “raiser” per-
son or family has first dibs 
and usually welcomes their 
former pup with joy and 
open hearts. 

That was the case with 
the Slater family. “My four 

children – Cassella, MegA-
nn, CatiAdele, Bobby – and 
I have raised four puppies 
for CCI and so far two have 
graduated to become service 
dogs,” said BethAnn Slater. 
“A third one went almost 
all the way through the ad-
vanced specialized training 
to be a hearing dog, but she 
was culled for distractability. 
Hedy is a great dog and she’s 
with my oldest daughter at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.

“Our fourth CCI puppy 
is Shyla and my youngest, 
Bobby, brings her to school 
at Middleburg Montessori,” 
Slater added. “Shyla’s day 
varies. She gets put through 
the basics – sit, stay, bed and 
down – and also practices 
being calm at school. With 
the children there’s a lot of 
distraction and they can get 
noisy. The most difficult 
part of raising CCI puppies 
is returning them for ad-
vanced training. We are very 
sad when the dogs leave us, 
but there is also great joy to 
know that our puppies can 
help someone live a better 
life.”

Every December local 
Canine Companions for In-
dependence turn out in full 
force to participate in the 
Christmas In Middleburg pa-
rade. This year a brand new 
team joined the CCI group: 
Forest Stone Allen and Toli-
ver walked the entire length 
of the parade route. Three 
years ago, Forrest suffered 
a Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI). In November he suc-
ceeded in taking and passing 
the intensive two-week train-
ing at CCI’s northeast head-
quarters (New York state). 
Forrest teamed up with his 
Canine Companion service 
dog, raised coincidentally 
by family friend and former 
Middleburg resident, Col-
leen Hayduk Roberts.

““Toliver has been an 
enormous  help to Forrest 
through these recent and very 
disappointing setbacks – two 
hospitalizations and three 
surgeries,” said his mother 
Dr. Rae Stone, DVM. “To-
liver  spreads love,  joy,  and 
hope everywhere he goes – 
to Forrest and to his family 
(father Kent Allen DVM and 
brother Austin), friends, doc-
tors, nurses, therapists, and 
other hospitalized  patients. 
Toliver’s unconditional love, 
his special brand  of  joy and 
hope eases  the  pain and 
makes anything seem pos-
sible.”

People who grow up 
with disabilities or whose 
health issues result in se-
vere challenges often end 
up feeling alone and outside 
of mainstream society. But 
there is nothing like a love-

ly big dog, fiercely devoted 
and loyal to their person, to 
make a bad day better and 
brighter. It’s also interesting 
how the CCI service dogs ac-
tually help a person to come 
to grips with their realities at 
various stages of their lives.

People asked Caroline 
whether she has a better re-
lationship with Sajen or 
Shelly, although she loves 
them both. “Shelly – be-
cause I am older and she is 
more my own dog now that 
I don’t need my mom around 
like I did when I was 10,” 
said Caroline, who attends 
college to study graphic arts 
and started LabradorableDe-
signs.com, a greeting card 
and graphics business. “I 
also understand now that I 
am older how much Shelly 
is going to mean to me and 
how special she is. I under-
stand better how volunteers 
and staff worked really hard 
to prepare her for me.”

Canine Companions for 
Independence can save lives 
literally. Nation-wide, the 
CCI community has about 
3,000 active members and 
about 1,851 active graduate 
teams. 

For more information 
and to get involved, please 
visit www.cci.org  
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The Mosby Heritage Area 
Association, the North-
ern Virginia Piedmont 
preservation and educa-

tion organization, will host on 
February 16th at 2:00pm, their 
annual event, Foxhunting in the 
Piedmont: History and Future of 
the Sport, featuring Masters of 
Foxhounds and enthusiasts for 
a casual conversation and panel 
discussion. The event will be 
held at the Hill School’s Sheila 
C. Johnson Performing Arts 
Center at 103 S. Madison Street, 
Middleburg, Virginia. 

The event will bring togeth-
er current and former Masters of 
Foxhounds Dr. Will Allison, ex-
MFH; Mr. Randy Rouse, MFH; 
Mr. Jake Carle, ex-MFH; Mr. Tur-
ney McKnight; and Mr. Tad Zim-
merman, MFH to discuss their 
respective Hunts and any trends 
they are noticing in the field. The 
discussion will end with audi-
ence input and questions and will 
serve as a very informal and en-
tertaining afternoon.  This event 
is great for all ages and interests. 

Previous panel speakers in-
clude: Tommy Lee Jones, Robert 
Ashcom, Melvin Poe, and Albert 
Poe.

Tickets can be purchased 
ahead of time on MHAA’s web-
site www.mosbyheritagearea.
org or by calling 540-687-6681. 
Tickets are $30 for MHAA mem-
bers and $35 for non-members.  
Tickets may be purchased at the 
door.

Biographies of the Speakers:

Will Allison, ex-MFH be-
gan hunting with the Warrenton 
Hunt in 1964.  Dr. Allison was 
appointed Honorary Secretary in 
1980 and he served in that posi-
tion until he was named Joint 
Master in 1985, serving with Mrs. 
Maximilian “Sally” Tufts.   He 
continued as Joint Master for 15 
years until his retirement in 2000. 
Dr. Allison, a native of Warrenton 
and a long time member of the 
Virginia Gold Cup Association, 
was elected its President in 1995 
and continues in that position.  
Dr. Allison was elected chairman 
of the Virginia Gold Cup Associ-
ation Spring and Fall Race com-
mittees in 2000 and continues in 
those positions as well.   He is 
also on the Board of Directors of 
the National Steeplechase Asso-
ciation and is currently President 
of the Virginia Steeplechase As-
sociation.  

John J. (Jake) Carle II, 
ex-MFH served as Master of 
Foxhounds for the Keswick Hunt 
from 1964-2000. He contrib-
uted remarkable amounts of his 
own time and financial support, 
funded professional whippers-
in, designed the kennels, and 
established a successful hound 
breeding program. Mr. Carle also 
expanded the Keswick territory 
in 1980 to include land formerly 
hunted by the Rapidan Hunt. He 
was the 2011 recipient of the Ju-
lian Marshall Award of the Bryn 
Mawr Hound Show. Mr. Carle 
has served as the Virginia District 
Director of the MFHA, a Board 

member and Vice President of 
Virginia Foxhound Club and 
American Foxhound Club, and 
was a founding member of the 
Museum of Hounds and Hunting 
of North America.  He currently 
resides in Amissville, Virginia.   

H. Turney McKnight 
moved to the Jarrettsville, Mary-
land area in 1969. In 1970, after 
winning four consecutive stee-
plechase races, he was featured in 
the ‘Faces in the Crowd’ section 
of Sports Illustrated (his daughter 
Anna would be featured 30 years 
later for winning four straight 
equestrian events). In My Lady’s 
Manor Point-to-Points, Mr. McK-
night was second twice and three 
times third between 1973 and 
1983. In addition, Mr. McKnight 
continues to serve as chairman of 
the meet and oversaw the historic 
move from a 69-year old venue to 
the newly constructed course on 
the grounds of the Elkridge-Har-
ford Hunt Club. Mr. McKnight 
and his wife, Liz, who is MFH of 
the Elkridge-Harford Hunt, each 
had Maryland Hunt Cup wins on 
Tong, a horse bred by his mother. 
Mr. McKnight’s Hunt Cup win 
was 1982 and Mrs. McKnight’s 
in 1986, making them the only 
married couple to both have won 
the Cup. Mr. McKnight is a re-
tired attorney.

Randy Rouse, MFH is 
among the longest serving Mas-

ters of Foxhounds, serving as 
MFH of the Fairfax Hunt since 
1961. He enjoyed his first fox-
hunt after returning from Navy 
service during World War II. Mr. 
Rouse was able to work with 
masters of Loudoun, Middleburg, 
and Piedmont Hunts, along the 
western boundary of the Fairfax 
Hunt country to face the chal-
lenge of disappearing open coun-
try in Fairfax. By the late 1960s, 
Mr. Rouse had obtained leases 
from Middleburg and Loudoun 
Hunts, and the Fairfax Hunt was 
meeting with increasing frequen-
cy in the Ashburn-Arcola area. 
Mr. Rouse also organized the first 

point-to-point race meet hosted 
by the Fairfax Hunt in 1958. In 
the 1970s, he, and his prized 
horse, Cinzano, won all 11 races 
they competed in as an amateur 
steeplechase jockey.

Arthur A. “Tad” Zimmer-
man, MFH became Master of 
Foxhounds of the Piedmont Hunt 
in 2002 after 

hunting as a child with the 
Radnor Hunt in Pennsylvania, 
where he also showed hunt-
ers as a junior. He later came to 
Virginia to ride with J.C. Wof-
ford. In 1975, Mr. Zimmerman 
was a reserve rider for the Pan 

Am games in Mexico City and 
in 1976 was on the short list for 
the Montreal Olympics. He is the 
Chief of the General Services Di-
vision at the International Mon-
etary Fund, where he has worked 
for 25 years. He and wife of 36 
years, Cathy, have two sons, Jack 
and Ted, who has followed in his 
father’s equestrian footsteps. Mr. 
Zimmerman is Senior Steward 
for the National Steeplechase As-
sociation and is a Regional Rep-
resentative for Northern Virginia 
and West Virginia on the board of 
the Masters of Foxhounds Asso-
ciation.

News of Note

Alexander James  
CUSTOM FITTING

7408 John Marshall Hwy >   Marshall, VA 20115 >   540.364.0305

Get properly fitted for custom 
equestrian and sporting apparel.

Thursday January 30th 9am - 5pm
Friday January 31st 9am - 5pm

Appointments recommended. 
Walk-ins welcome.
Contact Jeri to schedule 
an appointment. 540.364.0305

tricountyfeeds.comYour Guide through
                  Every Step

Design & Construction   n   Renovations & Additions   n   Purchase Consultations www.bowa.com

Tim Burch
Project Leader

540-687-6771

BEFORE

From early planning 
to the first great meal, 
let BOWA be your guide through 
every step of the remodeling 
experience. BOWA transforms houses 
into homes™ through the design and 
construction of luxury renovations 
and additions. As your single point of 
accountability from the earliest stages 
of planning, we execute and manage 
the entire design and construction 
process and your overall experience. 
So, when you have a project of any 
size in mind, call BOWA first.

Celebrating  25  years  of helping 
families  improve their  lives  at  home

Cabin Fever, First Juried Exhibit of ‘Artists in Middleburg’ 

The Middleburg 
Arts Council is 
proud to sponsor 
Cabin Fever, a 

juried show of the Artists 
in Middleburg at The By-
rne Gallery from Febru-
ary 8 to March 2, 2014. 

Artists in 
Middleburg (AiM)  is an 
informal collection of 
talented artists interested 
in promoting, exhibit-
ing and sharing the arts 
in Middleburg, Virginia. 
AiM maintains a list of 
interested artists, hosts 
monthly meetings, gath-
ers for art socials and cre-
ates art events for mem-
bers and the surrounding 
community. Cabin Fever 
is the first juried AiM 
member show.

The renowned art-
ist William Woodward 
selected the artworks for 
the exhibit. He is Profes-
sor Emeritus of Fine Art 
at The George Washing-
ton University where 
he taught and directed 
the painting program 
for graduate students.  
Woodward has several 
decades of experience 
in creating narrative art. 

More at www.william-
woodward.com

Cabin Fever will 
include artworks that 
bring thoughts of warmth 
and hints of spring in 
the cold month of Feb-
ruary. Come enjoy the 
warmth and hospital-
ity of Middleburg, break 
your “cabin fever!”

This exhibit is host-
ed by gallery owners Su-
san and Bill Byrne, of The 
Byrne Gallery, located in 
the heart of Middleburg 
at 7 West Washington 
Street. Additional works 
will be shown in the sec-
ond floor gallery at Sona 
Bank across the street.

Please join us for 
the opening of Cabin Fe-
ver at the Artists’ Recep-
tion on Saturday, Febru-
ary 8th from 2:00-5:00 
p.m.

The Byrne Gallery 
Hours: Wednesday – Sat-
urday, 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m.; Sunday, noon - 5:00 
p.m.; Closed Monday 
and Tuesday. Contact 
Susan Byrne at 540-687-
6986 or www.byrnegal-
lery.com

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
Feb.
13th

Deadline
for

Feb.
27th

Issue

540.687.3200

Mosby Heritage Area Association to 
Host Masters of Foxhounds for Panel Discussion
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please join us for the third

Art of the Piedmont
Auction & Reception

at the

Middleburg Community Center
Friday ◆ February 21

5:30 –9:00 pm

Anthony BARHAM
Nancy BASS

Misia BROADHEAD
Armand CABRERA

Donna CLARK
Edward COOPER
Teresa DUKE
Gail GUIRRERI-MASLYK
Charles MATHESON
Lilla OHRSTROM

 Katherine RIEDEL
Dana Lee THOMPSON

Dana VOLKERT
Antonia WALKER
Diane R. WEINER

Dana WESTRING
David WILLIAMS
Henry WINGATE
Cathy ZIMMERMAN

ar tof thepiedmont.org
check the website for

auction info & inclement weather schedule

a benefit for the Middleburg Montessori School Lilla Ohrstrom   Walking My Rose Colored Way

  Residential Home Financing 
(including Large Acreage Properties)

  BCT's 30-Day to Closing Guarantee*

  Land Loans to Individuals

  Construction to Permanent Loans

CommonSense Mortgages
Simplify the Process

Grant Wetmore
Loan Officer

NMLS#1097556

Arch A. Moore III
Chief Lending Officer

NMLS#1097555

www.mybct.com

The Noble House
2 West Washington St.
Middleburg, Virginia

540.687.5304

Talk to the
Decision MakersMortgage & Commercial

Loan Company

*BCT Mortgage Products only. If BCT does not close within 30 days of receiving your complete application, 
we will refund $500 of the processing fee.

212932 6"x9" Middleburg Eccentric ad 3.ai   1   1/7/14   6:48 AM

News of Note
Janet Whitehouse, Co-Founder of Mosby Heritage Area Assoc.

A master at involv-
ing others and en-
ergizing efforts on 
behalf of charitable 

organizations, Janet Grayson 
Whitehouse once described 
her approach to preservation 
as “advocacy is a team sport.” 
In 1993, in coordination with 
the PEC and as co-chairman 
of the Goose Creek Associa-
tion, she spearheaded the first 
meeting - held at Grace Epis-
copal Church in The Plains, 
Virginia - to rally opposition 
to Disney’s proposed theme 
park near Haymarket. “The 
meeting was organized to feel 
the pulse of opposition within 
our community,” Childs Bur-
den, President of the Mosby 
Heritage Area Association has 
said. “Well, the pulse was not 

beating, it was racing.” This 
was the opening salvo in the 
battle which ultimately led to 
Disney’s abandonment of the 
project.

In 1995, she co-founded 
and chaired the aforementioned 
Mosby Heritage Area Associa-
tion, which through its “preser-
vation through education” pro-
grams annually teaches over 
5,000 Virginia students about 
local history. Through its many 
initiatives, MHAA serves as 
an advocate for the preserva-
tion of historic, cultural, scenic 
and natural resources of the 
Northern Virginia Piedmont. 
Its many educational programs 
seek to bring an awareness of 
the significant heritage of this 
unique area which in turn leads 
to an appreciation for its pres-

ervation.
In honor and recognition 

of Janet’s lifelong passion for 
the preservation of her beloved 
Virginia Piedmont, the Janet 
Grayson Whitehouse Fund has 
been established by the Mosby 
Heritage Area Association. 
Funds will be used to further 
the educational programs and 
preservation efforts of MHAA.

Donations to the Mosby 
Heritage Area Association, a 
non-profit a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion are tax deductible. Contri-
butions may be sent in her hon-
or to MHAA, PO Box 1497, 
Middleburg, VA 20118 with 
checks made payable to the 
Mosby Heritage Area Associa-
tion and designated to the Janet 
Grayson Whitehouse Fund.

Lauren R. Giannini

Warrenton Hunt in-
vites you to dress 
up as your favor-
ite movie star and 

walk the red carpet at Fauquier 
Springs Club on February 22 
when their annual fundraiser 
“Night At The Races” recre-
ates the glamorous ambience of 
1930s-40s Hollywood at Santa 
Anita Park. 

The evening’s attractions 
and entertainments include the 
Chateauville Players from the 
Castleton Music Festival, play-
ing show tunes from that Golden 
Era, several live auction items, 
a huge silent auction and, of 
course, the races. 

“Tickets for Night at the 
Races tend to sell out fast and I 
sent my reservation in early to 
snag one of our seven special 
tables for 10 people,” said Mi-
chele Mitchell, who serves on 
the committee for the gala eve-
ning. “Special tables are deco-
rated differently, you and your 
guests are served champagne at 
the table – you don’t have to go 
to the bar for it. There are choco-
lates and wonderful little touch-
es that just add to the fun. I’m 
decorating the tables and I can’t 
wait – this year’s Night at the 
Races is going to be so cool.”

Considering last year’s 
party, that’s a classic understate-
ment. It seems that the com-
mittee has raised the bar (pun 
intended) and intends to outdo 
their personal best. Warrenton 
Hunt’s membership takes great 
pride in both their sporting and 
social reputations.

Dress code is cocktail at-
tire and black tie for the gentle-
men. Warrenton Hunt’s masters 
– Rick Laimbeer, Kim Nash and 

Celeste Vella – encourage guests 
to dress up as their favorite 
movie stars, because there will 
be a contest. Laimbeer makes 
a superb Master of Ceremonies 
and while it’s anybody’s guess 
how he will handle replicating 
the Golden Era of Hollywood at 
Santa Anita, you can bet that the 
evening will be great fun.

“The color theme is black, 
white and red, just like Holly-
wood in the good old days,” said 
Mitchell. “People should think 
about red carpet attire or dress as 
an actor or actress. They might 
want to think up a group theme 
for their table.” 

The festivities begin at 
7 and conclude at 11 p.m. The 
cost of the ticket ($95 per per-
son) includes the open bar and 
buffet dinner. Each ticket pro-
vides the guest with $50 “Bet-
ting Bucks” (sorry – no real cur-
rency, please), which you wager 
at betting stations before each of 
the races projected onto the big 
screen. Winners’ names are put 
into a hat for a drawing for spe-
cial prizes. 

Warrenton Hunt raises 
funds to support their hounds 
with the silent and live auction 
items. This year’s live auction 
features a trip for four to San-
ta Anita Park and tour of the 
backstretch with one of the top 
trainers, special evening at the 
Castleton Music Festival, two-
night stay at the luxurious Kes-
wick Inn, and private hunt for 15 
people with Warrenton Hunt. 

This is a “gap” year for the 
Warrenton Hunt ball, so make 
your plans to get in on the Night 
at the Races’ red carpet glamour 
and racing action.  

RSVP to Alice Laimbeer 
(payment by checks only): 
alaimbeer@gmail.com

Warrenton Hunt’s 
Red Carpet Evokes 
Hollywood Blast 
From The Past
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News of Note

36205 SNAKE HILL ROAD, MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
540.687.3333 / WWW.GOODSTONE.COM

A  2 0 1 3  L O U D O U N  D E S T I N A T I O N  R E S T A U R A N T

OpenTable Diner’s Choice Award: 100 Most Romantic Restaurants USA 2013  / TripAdvisor Award: 2013 Certificate of Excellence
Condé Nast Johansens: Most Excellent Inn Finalist 2013 / Wine Enthusiast Magazine: America’s 100 Best Wine Restaurants 2013 

Embrace the quiet, elegance and privacy 
of the Goodstone estate!

Goodstone Inn & Restaurant offers the perfect escape from 
everyday hustle and bustle. Our luxurious 265-acre estate features 
18 guest rooms and suites in six private English and French Country 

guest residences. Enjoy fine dining in our award-winning French 
restaurant. Hike the miles of trails, tour the farm and gardens, 
relax with a spa treatment at our country spa. Breathe in the 
panoramic views and peacefulness of the Goodstone estate!

CORPORATE MEETINGS • WEDDINGS • SPECIAL EVENTS

Goodstone Jan. 2014 Ad Middleb. Ecc. _Layout 1  12/23/13  5:52 PM  Page 1

“That’s why I started Hunt Country Propane.”
• We’re Less
• We’re Local
• We’re Honest

A 5-minute call
could save you

$1,000 or MORE!

540-687-3608

www.HuntCountryPropane.com
Also — Propane Tanks • Pool Heaters

GENERATORS

Propane Costs
Too Much!

— Dale Schulz

tt

       

Dale Schulz

What is happening with 
the market price of propane?

Our current price is 
$2.399/gallon.  Unlike other 
companies that have multiple 
prices depending on who you 
are, we have a single, low 
price.  Many of our mem-
bers were previously paying 
up to $5.00/gallon with other 
propane companies before 
switching to Hunt Country 
Propane.  Not only is the price 
of propane up this Winter, but 
natural gas prices are up 32% 
from this time last year.  

Do you have delivery 
charges?

	 We are the only pro-
pane company in the local area 
that does not have delivery 
charges which can be $20.00/
delivery.    We have no deliv-
ery, no hazmat charges, etc.  

When should I get filled 
up?

If your gauge is reading 
less than 50% you are ready 
for a fill up.  You want to be 
topped off your tank going 

into the Fall/Winter.  If we 
have a blizzard you may not 
be able to get propane for sev-
eral weeks and propane could 
be in very short supply, as it is 
currently.   

My current propane 
company says they own my 
tank.  I am not sure they do.  
How do I find out for sure?

Call the company that 
has been providing your pro-
pane recently and ask them to 
kindly provide you with docu-
mentation that they own your 
tank.  We have found numer-
ous instances of recent where 
the propane company said 
they owned the tank only to 
find they didn’t in fact own the 
tank.  

If I don’t own my tank 
can you fill my tank up?

Unfortunately, we cannot 
fill you up.  Approximately, 
50% of the homeowners in 
Loudoun, Prince William, 
Clarke and Fauquier Counties 
do not own their own tanks.  
These homeowners pay signif-
icantly more than homeown-
ers that own their own tank.  
In over 25-years of building 

custom homes in the area we 
never installed a propane tank 
that the homeowner did not 
own.  

How did it happen that I 
don’t own my own tank?

	 Answer:  When your 
home was being constructed 
your builder, often a produc-
tion builder,  struck a deal 
with a propane company that 
they would provide the buried 
propane tank without charge 
in return for their owning the 
tank when the home was com-
pleted.  It was a good deal for 
the builder as they got a tank 
for free and a good deal for 
the propane company as they 
had a captive customer.  You 
were the only one with the bad 
deal.  We have found instances 
where homeowner who don’t 
own their tank are paying 
$2.00/gallon more than home-
owners who own their own 
tank.  

How long will it take for 
me to payback the cost of pur-
chasing my tank?

Often less than 1-years, 
after which time you will be 
saving every fill up.  Buy your 
tank.  

Is propane cleaner 
burning than fuel oil?

Yes.  Propane is produces 
approximately 50% less harm-
ful emissions than oil.  Many 
people are surprised to learn 
that home heating oil is the 
same product as diesel fuel.  
The diesel fuel you purchase at 
a service station includes on-
road taxes which home heat-
ing oil does not.  In 25-years 
of building custom homes we 
only installed a single oil burn-
ing furnace.  Most of our cli-
ents insisted on clean-burning 
propane.  The majority of new 
custom homes built in the area 
have gas (propane) furnaces.  

What has been your ex-
perience with electric heat 
pumps.  

In my years of building 
custom homes, I’ve never 
seen anyone who actually 
liked a heat pump.  They blow 
out cool air and run continu-
ously.  We recommend hi-effi-
ciency  gas (propane) HVAC 
systems in our customs 
homes.  It sometimes makes 
sense to install a heat pump 
above a garage or barn, be 

even in these situations you’d 
rather have gas heat.    

If I want to make the 
switch to Hunt Country Pro-
pane how hard is it to do?

It couldn’t be easier.  It 
only takes a 5-minute call.  We 
can typically deliver the next 
day or two.  

Where does propane 
come from?

All propane used in this 
area is produced in North 
America and is delivered via 
rail and pipelines.   It is by-
product of drilling for oil and 
natural gas (methane).   

About the Author:  Dale 
Schulz is the President of Hunt 
Country Propane, www.hunt-
countrypropane.com.,  located  
in Middleburg and Berryville.  
Hunt Country Propane is a 
local, lower priced area pro-
pane supplier.  You can con-
tact them at 540.687.3608 or 
dale@HuntCountryPropane.
com  

What’s In Your Tank?
FAQs  ABOUT PROPANETown of Middleburg 

2013 Award Winners Announced

Middleburg Business & Professional Association’s 2013 Appreciation Awards
Left to Right

Howard Allen - Book “Unforgotten Times” - Special Recognition
Dee Smedley and Krista Garber – Middleburg Pharmacy – Special Recognition

Carol Caberello – The Upper Crust – Outstanding Customer Service – Hospitality
Mark Metzger – Highcliffe Clothiers – Outstanding Customer Service – Retail

Claudia Pfeiffer – National Sporting Library & Museum – Event of the Year- Munnings Exhibit
Bryan Wright – Middleburg Christian Pre-School – Special Recognition

Mickey Gustagson – National Sporting Library & Museum – Event of the Year – Munnings Exhibit
Back Row

Trey Matheu – Salamander Resort & Spa’s Grand Opening – Promotional/Marketing Campaign of the Year-round
John Deering – Middleburg Auto Parts – Outstanding Customer Service – Business

Not Pictured
Susan Koch and Giardy Ritz – Middleburg Film Festival – Special Recognition

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com

The
Eccentric

Sells!
Feb.
13th

Deadline
for

Feb.
27th

Issue

540.687.3200
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Middleburg’s 3rd AnnuAl

FebruAry 14, 15 & 16, 2014 

ultimAte

Sponsored by: The Middleburg Business & Professional Association and The Town of Middleburg

Please  join us for ...

CheCk Our FACebOOk PAge Visit middleburg FOr uPdAtes
httPs://www.FACebOOk.COm/middleburgbusiness

FridAy & sAturdAy 10 A.m - 5 P.m. s sundAy - hOurs As POsted by shOPs

lOOk FOr the winter white & blue bAllOOns

At PArtiCiPAting businesses

News of Note
AB INBev Retains 2013 Foxcroft Road Trash Title
Talkin’ Trash ~ 2013 Foxcroft Road Pig Pen Awards
William H. McCormick VMD

2012 was the twelfth consecu-
tive year of volunteer action to 
control trash on the Foxcroft 
Road. The author conducts this 

survey as a single observer. Howev-
er, there are others who also pick up 
trash on the Foxcroft Road, such as 
the Middleburg Hunt and the Foxcroft 
students themselves. Therefore, if 
anything, the numbers here noted are 
understated. At a value of 1037 indi-
vidual pieces of trash, the year 2013 
achieved a total slightly below the 
twelve year average of 1054. To aid 
those first time readers and as a re-
minder to past readers of this column, 
the course of trash collection is a 4.6 
mile route of dirt and hard road that 
includes portions of the Polecat Hill 
Rd. (Rt. 696), the Foxcroft Rd. (Rt. 
626), the Snake Hill Rd. (Rt. 744), 
and the Millville Rd. (Rt. 743).

In the past year, 1037 individual 
pieces of trash, an average of three per 
day, were retrieved from the Foxcroft 
Road. Most of the trash was recycled. 
The perennial nicotine champion, 
Marlboro, accounted for 42% of the 
tobacco total with Camel second at 
30%, and Newport third at 8%.  The 
relative numbers of tobacco products 
increased their percentage from 5% in 
2010 to 9% of total trash in 2012, and 
that percentage holds steady in 2013 
with Marlboro totals falling vs. Cam-
el. According to the CDC, tobacco is 
the root cause of 30% of all cancers 
and 80% of lung cancer.

	 In the New Age-Soft Drink 
category, there was close competi-
tion between, the duopoly, Coca Cola 
and Pepsico (58 vs. 52 in absolute 

numbers or 27% vs. 24% of the New 
Age-soft drink group). Coke was able 
to establish a slim two year lead over 
its oldest rival, Pepsico, both of which 
are slightly down this year. 

The Fast Food group sustained 
7% growth  in 2013. A total 12% of  all 
trash in 2012, Fast Food this past year 
accounted for 19% of all road trash. It 
is surprising given that the nearest fast 
food business establishment is at least 
25 minutes driving time away from 
Middleburg. To date the Middleburg 
Town Council has been able to turn 
away the largess of the fast food sec-
tor. A new comer, Wendy’s, accounted 
for 15% of fast food, second place on 
the road, whilst Seven-11 slipped to 
13% and perennial champion Mac-
Donald’s was responsible for 27%. 

In the Beer, Wine, and Booze 
category, Miller/Coor’s and Corona/
Modello  must share second place to 
AB INBev. AB INBev currently con-
trols 55% of Foxcroft Road beer cans 
and bottles, whereas SABMiller con-
trols only 13% of market share with 
Grupo Modelo moving up to 13%. 
A new comer, Spark’s, has 9% of the 
beer group. 

AB INBev accounted for a full 
7% of all road trash, which is a sig-
nificant drop from 14% in 2012 and 
an egregious drop from 26% in 2006. 
A casual observer might note that dur-
ing the administration of President 
George W. Bush, the number of Bud-
weiser products averaged greater than 
200 per year. Currently, under Presi-
dent Obama, In Bev AB’s total prod-
ucts on the road have precipitously 
dropped to less than 100. Could this 
be the making of a social and political 
scandal? Perhaps In Bev AB consum-

ers are simply  more responsible than 
the Budweiser users. Maybe a clever 
marketing campaign starting with a 
return of August Busch IV hawking 
“Bud” at the Super Bowl might turn 
things around. Generally a fourfold 
drop in the use of one’s product would 
be a cause for some concern in the 
board room.

AB INBev with 7% (72 pieces) 
of individual trash exceeded Coca-
Cola’s absolute total of 5% (58 piec-
es). This year the “Trashy Ten” ac-
counted for 39% of all road trash. The 
cumulative total number of pieces of  
trash per year generally averages ap-
proximately 1100. 86% of this trash 
clearly bears the label of a commer-
cial entity. 14% of all trash could be 
said to be “accidental.” Though they 
have good and bad years, the follow-
ing readily recognizable corporate en-
tities are ranked in order of gross trash 
production on the public roads. : 

1.AB IN Bev (72), production is 
down 7% from 2012.
2.Coca Cola (58), up 9%  from 
2012
3.McDonald’s (54), up 47% 
from 2012
4.Pepsico (52), up 4% from 
2012.
5.Marlboro. (41), down 21% 
from 2012.
6.Camel (31), up 81% from 
2012.
7.Wendy’s (30),  up 900%  from 
2012.
8.7-Eleven (25), down 26% from 

2012.
9.Red Bull (19), up 27% from 
2012.
10.Deer Park (18), down 14% 
from 2012.

	  
This year’s Foxcroft Road 

Pig Pen individual grand prize is 
awarded to AB INBev, despite  a de-

creased trash production by 7% from 
2012. AB INBev and its predeces-
sor Anheuser-Busch still should be 
awarded the coveted title of “King of 
the Road.” However, the duopoly of 
Coca-Cola and Pepsico (110) actu-
ally out duel AB InBev alone. Also, 
the junk food trifecta of McDonald’s 
– Wendy’s – 7-11 (109) are close at 
hand.

Summary of Repetitive Trash
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total

Tobacco

Slow Food

Fast Food

Beverage Containers

Generic Cups

Plastic Bags

Misc

Total

61 100 92 63 73 70 92 96 97 744

39 64 69 66 62 53 82 88 94 617

113 127 146 103 163 270 144 127 198 1391

765 776 727 472 663 729 567 534 421 5654

86 80 88 40 49 61 35 50 42 531

21 25 29 31 60 63 229

22 73 126 162 89 103 185 194 122 1076

1086 1220 1248 927 1124 1315 1136 1149 1037

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Marlboro

Parliament

Camel 

Red Man

Newport

Merit

Benson & Hedges

Other

33 64 47 43 32 33 54 52 41

5 1 2 5 4 2 0 1 1

7 5 6 3 0 5 11 16 29

1 1 4 2 0 1 0 0 1

4 13 15 4 8 11 12 14 9

0 0 0 4 15 7 0 0 0

0 0 0 3 4 1 2 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 7

Tobacco

7%
6%

14%

55%

5%

2%
11%

% of Total  Years Trash by Type

Tobacco Slow Food
Fast Food Beverage Containers
Generic Cups Plastic Bags
Misc
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Soft Drinks
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Pepsico

Coca Cola

7UP/ Dr. Pepper

Select (Safeway)

Arizona

Red Bull 

Other

92 112 90 70 80 123 76 50 52

87 80 98 81 76 73 102 53 58

20 12 10 10 11 13 13 17 14

22 12 6 6 2 12 9 0 1

4 3 1 3 4 18 7 6 10

26 19 20 19 40 16 14 15 19

30 70 73 51 46 57 75 68 59

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Deer Park

Aquafina(Pepsico)

Dannan

Desani(Coca Cola)

Kirkland

Nestle’s

Refreche

My Essentials

Others

27 19 26 11 19 26 26 21 18

3 10 11 5 6 8 8 5 3

7 8 4 0 1 0 0 3 0

11 10 17 6 10 7 5 3 2

0 0 7 4 5 9 4 3 8

0 0 9 2 8 5 4 11 8

0 0 7 1 11 14 8 3 5

10 3

16 12 14 10 12 17 21 21 15

Water

Soft Drinks
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Pepsico

Coca Cola

7UP/ Dr. Pepper

Select (Safeway)

Arizona

Red Bull 

Other

92 112 90 70 80 123 76 50 52

87 80 98 81 76 73 102 53 58

20 12 10 10 11 13 13 17 14

22 12 6 6 2 12 9 0 1

4 3 1 3 4 18 7 6 10

26 19 20 19 40 16 14 15 19

30 70 73 51 46 57 75 68 59

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Deer Park

Aquafina(Pepsico)

Dannan

Desani(Coca Cola)

Kirkland

Nestle’s

Refreche

My Essentials

Others

27 19 26 11 19 26 26 21 18

3 10 11 5 6 8 8 5 3

7 8 4 0 1 0 0 3 0

11 10 17 6 10 7 5 3 2

0 0 7 4 5 9 4 3 8

0 0 9 2 8 5 4 11 8

0 0 7 1 11 14 8 3 5

10 3

16 12 14 10 12 17 21 21 15

Water

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

McDonald’s

Chick-Fil-A

7-Eleven

Taco Bell

Starbucks

Sheetz

Wendy’s

Burger King

Dunkin Donuts

KFC 

Popeyes

Subway

Others

38 48 62 51 75 128 61 30 54

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 12

39 29 32 23 15 36 34 34 25

2 0 1 1 5 13 10 6 17

6 1 11 2 7 7 6 3 9

4 8 4 4 3 4 2 5 11

0 4 2 5 25 27 5 3 30

2 8 5 2 2 10 3 1 2

1 5 3 3 2 3

6 0 3 2 3 2 2

30 2 2 1

8 14

23 23 23 13 23 10 15 17 18

Fast Food

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Budweiser

Bud Lite

Busch

Natural Ice

Natural Dry

Natural Light

Michelob

Other In Bev

Corona/Medelo

Pabst Blue Ribbon

Steel Reserve  

Heineken 

Foster’s

Yeungling 

SAB Miller

Others Beer 

78 119 68 36 36 42 51 60 14

58 41 52 40 40 28 37 58 34

33 32 24 17 14 18 8 3 4

67 77 29 6 4 4 5 10 3

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

2 12 14 2 9 12 1 3 4

8 7 12 10 5 11 6 6 3

23 26 10 20 4 6 8 8

23 26 10 17 20 52 40 22 17

19 5 1 1 2 1 1 0 2

16 2 1 2 1 2 5 1 0

0 0 14 13 18 20 7 11 7

0 0 5 2 0 3 0 0 0

0 0 0 6 9 5 9 8 1

44 53 81 61 153 107 38 28 17

65 41 38 19 14 23 20 14 10

Beer / Wine / Booze
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You’re A Good Man,Charlie Brown
Presents

A Valentine’s Weekend Performance of

Based on the comic strip “Peanuts” by Charles M. Schulz
Book, Music and Lyrics by Clark Gesner

Friday, February 14th at 7:00
       (special valentine's kids party after)

Saturday, February 15th at 3:00 & 7:00
Sunday, February 16th at 3:00

call 540-687-6740 to reserve tickets - Very limited seating
A Place To Be  15 South Madison Street  Middleburg, VA

Tickets
$10.00 adults
$5.00 students

Presented through special arrangement with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc. 
560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022.  Phone: (212) 688-9191  Fax: (212) 688-5656

1623 Stowe Rd Reston, VA 20194 

www.ameliavallone.decoratingden.com 
ameliavinteriors@decoratingden.com 

703-464-0459 

Amelia Vallone Interiors 

In-home custom design 
 
• Window treatments 
• Paint color consultations 
• Fine furniture 
• Lighting 
• Bedding 
• Wall coverings 
• Floor coverings 
 

AHT Golf Tournament Raises $27,000 
for Loudoun Interfaith Relief

AHT Insurance has proudly 
announced that it raised 
$27,000 for Loudoun In-
terfaith Relief at its 25th 

annual Charity Golf Tournament 
at Piedmont Club in Haymarket. 
Having been a beneficiary of the 
tournament several times, Over the 
past ten years, the AHT Golf Tour-
nament has raised over $184,000 to 
Loudoun Interfaith Relief. 

The mission of Loudoun In-
terfaith Relief is critically important 
to the lives of thousands of residents 
in Loudoun County.  The organiza-
tion feeds the hungry by providing 
emergency food assistance to those 
in need and promotes self-sufficien-
cy to any person or family living in 
Loudoun County. 

Bonnie Inman, Executive Di-
rector of Loudoun Interfaith Relief 
noted, “The contribution given to 
Loudoun Interfaith Relief will have 
a huge impact for our community. 
The generosity of AHT Insurance 
enables us to provide emergency 
food assistance to an ever increas-
ing amount of families in need.”

Alex Green, President of 
AHT Insurance remarked, “With 
strong support from area residents, 
businesses, and several national 
insurance companies, the proceeds 
from this year’s event represent a 
continued commitment to support 
local charities. We thank those that 
contributed to making this event a 
success.”

News of Note

Media Kit Available
www.mbecc.com
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www.thehillschool.org 

Founded in 1926 
Junior Kindergarten - 8th Grade 

Middleburg, Virginia 

       The Hill School 

Making Connections 
Challenging Academics 

Meaningful Co-Curriculum 
Outstanding Faculty 
Exceptional Campus 

                 
Information Sessions  

Tuesday, February 11th at 10:00 am 
Sunday, February 16th at 1:00 pm 

Apply  
Now!  

Faces & Places

Jason & Alisa Berry Nancy Peterson, John & Julie Coles

 Jimmy Lee, Douglas Wheeler and John Coles

2013 VHSA Convention and Hall of Fame Awards
Photos by Teresa Ramsay ~ The Homestead, VA

Wayne Eubank and Pegg Seals

Sandra RuizMrs. Doris Jones and Tommy Lee Jones

Jason and Diane Jones Oliver Brown and Student Tommy Lee Jones and Jim McCauley

Hall of Fame Inductees and Families Paul Matthews and Miranda Scott

Sue Bopp, Angie Mauck and Debbie Michelson Ann Riley, and Katherine, Cathy & Jerry Newman
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Faces & Places
Middleburg Community Center Christmas Gala
Photos by Dee Dee and jay Hubbard ~ Middleburg, VA

Andrew Motion & Jane Covington, Darrin Mollett & Bill Ballhaus Jan Neuharth & Josepj Keusch

Kevin & Joann Hazard and Jamie Craun Gloria Armfield and Jim Thompson Randy & Bethann Beeman

Brian & Bridgette Wilson Juanita Canard, Jim Herbert and Joanne Coles

Carol Evans Wells, Lisa Ben Dov and Tony Wells

Alex & Jill Vogel Cindy Polk & David O’Flaherty Joey & Krista  Snider

Bundles Murdock and Daphne Cheatham
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The Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Foundation 
Grants and Champions for 2013

Donations & Foundation Information:

Three who significantly contributed to the detection, treatment, 
education, or prevention of breast cancer in our area:

Breast surgeon and patient advocate,  
Dr. Shannon Lehr

The charitable group, 
100 Women Strong

Philanthropist, business & non-profit leader, 
Mr. Michael Howland

2013 GRANTS TO HELP  
LOCAL BREAST CANCER PATIENTS

IIIB’s Foundation, Ashburn      $   3,000
Loudoun Volunteer Caregivers     $   5,000 
Casting for Recovery, Healing Retreats    $   2,000 
Blue Ridge Hospice       $   7,500 
Georgetown Lombardi Cancer Center      $ 10,000
Novant Prince William Medical Center    $ 50,000
Healthworks, Leesburg       $ 30,000
Loudoun Breast Health Network     $ 10,000
Inova Breast Care Institute and  
Comprehensive Cancer Research Center    $ 25,000 
     (a four year commitment of $100,000)
             $ 142,500

CherryBlossomBreastCancerFoundation.org  
facebook.com/cbbreastcancerfoundation

$
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MIDDLEBURG ACADEMY
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o l  s e r v i n g  g r a d e s  9 - 1 2

Admission
Open House
Saturday, February 8

10:00 A.M. - Noon
For more information contact

Doug Goodman, Director of Admission
dgoodman@middleburgacademy.org

540.687.5581
www.middleburgacademy.org

Student - c entered ,
ac t ive  l earning  env ironment

Average  c la s s  s i z e s  o f  12-14

LEARN •  LEAD •  SERVE
The Middleburg Hunt will meet at
Middleburg Academy at 10:00 A.M.

www.highlandschool.org

At Highland, Merit  
Meets Opportunity

 
Our Piedmont Merit Scholarship program is now available  
for new Highland students entering grades 9-12 
The Piedmont Scholarship program is now available for new students 
entering grades 9-12 this fall. Made possible through generous donations 
from the Highland community, our merit scholarships award up to $10,000 
each academic year to deserving, qualified students.

Are You Ready to Make a Difference? 
The Piedmont Scholarship, along with our established Founder’s Scholarship 
and range of financial aid opportunities, helps ensure our school remains 
full of students dedicated to making a difference – in Highland’s 
community, and outside it. Applications for first round decisions  
will be accepted until Friday, January 31, 2014.

Cecilia Z.
Piedmont Scholarship Recipient
2013-2014 School Year

Interested in Applying?  
Call Donna Tomlinson today  
at 540-878-2740 to learn more. 

highland.piedmont.half.indd   1 1/17/14   11:45 AM

Progeny
Blue Ridge Bulldogs Pay It Forward
Proof that Generosity is Contagious 

There is no limit on what 
a dedicated Mom can do 
when asked to support a 
team.

When Coach Roy Thomp-
son and his Assistant Coach Greg 
Franco asked Debbie Cadenas to 
be Team Mom for the Blue Ridge 
Middle School Bulldogs, they 
had no idea what the power of 
love for her team and her deter-
mination to help could do.

“Since our coaches are all 
volunteers, I wanted to do my 
best to do my part and help with 
the details to lessen the burden 
on our coach.  He tries to handle 
everything, and there is so much 
to do.”

The Blue Ridge Bulldogs 
have never had fancy spirit wear 
but many of the teams they play 
have really cool warm-up jackets 
and matching travel bags.  Deb-
bie didn’t want to put pressure on 
team parents to pay an additional 
fee for this because the registra-
tion and uniform fees are already 
costly for some families.  

Coach Roy Thompson and 
his Assistant Coach Greg Franco 
were sure that Debbie would be 
a terrific Team Mom, but had no 
idea what her commitment would 
deliver for their Bulldogs.

“I decided we needed a 
sponsor for our Spirit Wear,” 
Debbie said.  “I immediately 
thought of Sheila Johnson be-
cause when my son attended Hill 
School, she was so generous.  She 

loves sports and owns teams, so it 
might be possible that she would 
see her way to donate $1,500 to 
help.”

“I also remembered that 
children living in the eventual 
Salamander Resort homes would 
attend Blue Ridge Middle School, 
and that might be helpful.”

	 Debbie wrote to Dr. 
Johnson and a few days later her 
telephone rang.  It was Dr. John-
son with a question.

She really wanted to help, 
but would it be ok if she helped 
the entire Western Loudoun Bas-
ketball League with a $10,000 
Gold sponsorship?  

“She told me she loves bas-
ketball,” Debbie explained. She 
really wanted to help kids play 
sports, and she knows very well 
how expensive it is to pay for 
court time.”

“We were stunned and de-
lighted by her generosity, and her 
kindness made a profound impact 
on both the players and their par-
ents.”

“When our coaches wives, 
Michelle Thompson and Shelly 
Franco, were told that a fam-
ily had been displaced from their 
home, and that other families 
near us were without food a week 
before Thanksgiving, everyone 
was inspired to pay forward Dr. 
Johnson’s kindness to us.”

Email blasts were sent to 
everyone involved requesting 
that food for these families be 

gathered immediately.
Bill Owen, who heads the 

Catoctin Basketball team and is 
well known for his chartable en-
deavors, offered to lead his team 
in the food drive. Together, the 
Blue Ridge and Cactotin teams 
gathered over six vanloads of 
food and over $1,200 in gift cards 
for Loudoun Valley to help fami-
lies in need at Thanksgiving. 

Because many of the twelve 
Blue Ridge Bulldogs also play 
for the Catoctin basketball team 
coached by Bill Owen, they were 
natural and highly effective phil-

anthropic team.
Recently, Dr. Johnson in-

vited the Bulldogs, their coaches 
and families to Salamander Re-
sort to meet in person and learn 
more about their plans for the 
year.

She explained how honored 
and grateful she was to the boys 
for their pay it forward initiative 
to help families in need during 
the Thanksgiving holidays, and 
she told them how important it is 
to “give back.”

“Dr. Johnson spent a lot of 
time speaking directly with the 

boys.  She gave them a complete 
tour of the Resort.  But, best of 
all, she invited them to be her 
guests in the owners box at a 
Wizards game and to meet the 
coaches that meant so much to 
her,” Debbie added.

“This just shows that gen-
erosity is truly contagious,” Deb-
bie continued.  “The impact of all 
that food on so many families in 
need will continue the kindness 
extended to us by Dr. Johnson.”

“The impact of good really 
can extend beyond our dreams.”

Top Row-- L to R: Luke, Matthew, Akere. Jacob, Jonathan, Tyler
Lower Row:   L to R: Zach, Robby, Tyler, Matthew, Brayden, Logan.

Don’t Miss Piedmont 
Music School’s Candle 
Light Concert Benefit

The Community Music School 
of Piedmont will present Brilliant 
Bach, the 7th Annual Candlelight 
Benefit Concert featuring the inter-
nationally acclaimed J. Reilly Lewis 
and performers from the Washington 
Bach Consort. The fundraising event 
and silent auction will take place on 
Sunday, February 9t, at 5pm in the 
beautiful ballroom at Barton Oaks in 
The Plains, VA.

The event will feature the 
highly talented conductor and key-
board artist, J. Reilly Lewis. 

“Lewis conveyed all of the 
music’s complexity with clarity and a 
sense of wonder”, said The Washing-

ton Post of his playing and conduct-
ing. “The program gave the audience 
a little bit of heaven on earth, from 
start to finish, the audience loved it.”

Highlights of this year’s pro-
gram will include a selection of 
Bach’s greatest hits for solo harp-
sichord from The Well Tempered 
Clavier and the Notebook for Anna 
Magdalena Bach, as well as instru-
mental treasures, and several of the 
most famous arias and duets from the 
cantatas - and more! 

All will be performed by stel-
lar soloists and instrumentalists from 
the Washington Bach Consort con-
ducted by Maestro J. Reilly Lewis, 
internationally recognized Bach and 
baroque music expert.

As the sole, annual fundraising 
event for the school, the Candlelight 
Concert series was established to 
provide world-class music to the lo-
cal community, and to raise critically 
needed scholarship and outreach 
funds for the Community Music 
School of the Piedmont. 

Since 1994, the Community 
Music School of the Piedmont has 
been dedicated to providing high 
quality music instruction and perfor-
mance opportunities for all members 
of the community.  Headquartered in 
Upperville, Virginia, the school is an 
independent, non-profit, 501(c) (3) 
organization and a member of the 
National Guild for Community Arts 
Education.

Tickets for the concert are 
$125.  To purchase tickets please go 
to www.piedmontmusic.org  or call 
the music school at 540.592.3040.

Foxcroft’s Think Pink Tournament 
Wins Big for Cherry Blossom 
Breast Cancer Foundation

Thousands of dollars 
were raised once again 
by participants in Fox-
croft’s annual Think 

Pink Basketball tournament to 
support the Cherry Blossom 
Breast Cancer Foundation.  
Wakefield School, St. James 

and Loudoun County Day won 
the Varsity, Junior Varsity and 
Middle School Divisions.

The student members of the Foxcroft Athletic Association organized and ran the tournament with a 
little help from Athletic Director Michelle Woodruff. Admission was free but team fees, tshirt and shoe-
lace sales and concessions proceeds all help the local fight against breast Cancer.
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Tina Barr, an award-winning poet 
and esteemed teacher of creative 
writing, returns to her alma ma-
ter Saturday, January 25 as the 

featured writer at Foxcroft School’s Paul 
K. Bergan Poetry Festival, English De-
partment Chair Alexander O. Northrup 
announced recently.  

As Foxcroft marks its centen-
nial year, it is especially appropriate to 
feature one of its very accomplished 
alumnae. A member of Foxcroft’s Class 
of 1973, Barr is author of three award-
winning chapbooks and “The Gathering 
Eye,” a collection of poems that won the 
Tupelo Press Editor’s Award. She has 
had works published in numerous liter-
ary magazines and anthologies as well 
and was director of the Creative Writing 
Program at Rhodes College in Memphis, 
TN, for more than a decade.

Barr will hold a reading in the 
Audrey B. Currier Library Saturday 
morning at 10 am, followed by a writ-
ing workshop. Beginning at 1:00 pm she 
will judge competitive poetry readings 
by students in FoxHound Auditorium. 
Students and faculty will also share orig-
inal and published poetry, in English and 
in a variety of other languages, during 
the afternoon session.

The festival begins Friday eve-
ning at 7:30 pm in FoxHound with a 
coffee house-style open mike session, 
emceed by Steve McCarty of the English 
Department, and the much-anticipated 

Winter Hunter SHoW DateS

Feb. 1St- Hunter SHoW

Feb. 15tH - Hunter SHoW 

MarcH 1St- Hunter SHoW

Winter JuMper SHoW DateS

Feb. 8tH- JuMper SHoW

Mar. 8tH - JuMper SHoW 

Mar. 1St- JuMper SHoW

Fox Chase Farm • 23323 Foxchase Farm Lane • Middleburg, VA 20117 • 540-687-5255 • www.FoxChaseFarm.net

At Highland, our students have access to the very best teachers and facilities,  
including our Middle School’s state-of-the-art academic center, Harkness teaching  
rooms, and the Lower School’s Village Garden and Outdoor Classroom.

If you’re looking for new challenges and opportunities for your child, we invite  
you to attend our Open House on Sunday, February 9, 2014. You’ll explore  
our campus, meet students and educators, and discover what continues to set  
Highland – and Highland’s students – apart.

www.highlandschool.org

Join us for our Pre-K to Grade 12 Open House  
on Sunday, February 9 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm  
at Highland’s Johnson Academic Media Room

After 85 Years,
Discover Highland
 

Can’t attend our Open House?  
Please contact Donna Tomlinson  
at 540-878-2740 today to schedule  
an introductory tour of our campus.  

highland.open.house.half.indd   1 1/16/14   10:02 PM

Progeny
TINA BARR TO HIGHLIGHT 2014 
BERGAN POETRY FESTIVAL AT FOXCROFT

Poetry Slam. All the festival events are 
open to the public at no charge. For more 
information, call 540.687.4511. 

The “Slam” is an informal ap-
proach to sharing poetry – the let-your-
hair-down, audience-involved kind of 
spoken word performance that is popular 
in college towns and coffee shops across 
the nation. Original works, presented 
dramatically by their student-authors, 
will be judged by students in an elimina-
tion-round format that always elicits an 
enthusiastic response from the audience, 
and earns the winners cash prizes.

Saturday’s formal reading com-
petition, by contrast, has a long history, 
dating back to Foxcroft’s early years 
when Bible readings were part of the 
event.It has a strictly prescribed format:  
Every student participates by reading a 
published poem in English class. Those 
who advance through two rounds –  
judged first by their peers and then by 
a panel of faculty members – will read 
in the final with the winners receiving a 
traditional crown of laurels. 

A Black Mountain, NC, resident, 
Barr teaches in the Great Smokies Pro-
gram at the University of North Carolina 
at Asheville and at Montreat College, 
works with private students, and con-
ducts workshops. She was Charles R. 
Glover Chair of English Studies and As-
sociate Professor at Rhodes College and 
an award-winning professor at Temple 
University.

After graduating from Foxcroft, 
Barr earned a BA at Sarah Lawrence 
College. She also holds an MFA from 
Columbia University’s School of the 
Arts and both master’s and doctorates 
in Literature from Temple. For more in-
formation about Barr, as well as samples 
of her poetry, visit her website at www.
tinabar.com. 

Highland School Students 
Kick Off FIRST® Robotics Season

More than 50 students, fac-
ulty, industry mentors 
and parents gathered in 
the Rice Theater at High-

land School to watch the unveiling of 
the new FIRST® Robotics game for 
2014. Dubbed ‘Aerial Assist’, this 
year’s challenge requires teams to 
design, engineer and build a versatile 
robot that can pass, catch, and shoot a 
2’ fabric-coated exercise ball.

In a series of competitions that 
combine the excitement of sports 
with the rigors of science and tech-
nology, three teams and their robots 
then form an alliance that works to-
gether to score more goals than their 
opponent. In each match, that lasts 
two-and-a-half minutes, the robots 
must navigate an area about the size 
of a tennis court while being con-
trolled remotely by team members.

“Experiential education con-
tinues to be one of the key tenets of 

a Highland education,” said Head of 
School Hank Berg. “In its simplest 
form, it is learning by doing and re-
flecting on the experience. Our expe-
riential curriculum includes outdoor 
activities like rope courses, back-
packing, dog sledding, trout releases, 
whitewater rafting, and Outward 
Bound partnerships, but it also in-
cludes junior and senior internships, 
Robotics and Lego League, field sci-
ence, and service learning.”

In addition to viewing the 
hour-long introduction to this year’s 
game, which was streamed live to 
more than 70,000 high school stu-
dents worldwide via NASA-TV, 
Highland School students, teachers, 
and industry mentors spent the rest of 
the day participating in brainstorm-
ing and break out sessions focused 
on their initial thoughts on game 
strategy, chassis design, and overall 
functionality. 

Award-winning Afghani Women’s Rights 
Activist Visits Highland School

“I know how much potential 
each of us has for making 
things better. I hope you 
see those opportunities 

and learn how to use them for a 
greater cause,” said Ms. Noorja-
han Akbar as she opened her re-
cent remarks to Highland School 
Upper School students and fac-
ulty.  

 Still a senior in college 
herself, Ms. Akbar has already 
spent half her life advocating 
for gender equality in her native 
country.

 “The purpose of life,” she 
told students, “is to leave behind 
things for others who are less 
privileged.” Her entire life has 
been spent dedicated to this phi-
losophy. She reminded students 
that they have opportunities be-
cause others around them worked 
very hard to provide them. 

“Opportunity,” she said, 
“equals the responsibility to 
share. We are very lucky here 
because we have these opportu-
nities given to us and I hope it 
gives you a sense of responsibil-
ity to do something for others 
who deserve every bit of what 
we have.”

Just 40 days after her birth, 
Ms. Akbar and her family were 
forced to flee Kabul when war 
broke out with the Taliban in 
1991. Her family fled first to 
Mazar-e-Sharif in Northern Af-
ghanistan, and then, when the 
war reached that region, to Pe-
shawar, Pakistan. 

Her parents opened a lan-
guage center to teach Afghan 
refugees English, math and com-

puter science. Akbar soon fol-
lowed in her parents’ footsteps of 
empowerment through education 
and advocacy. 

She was able to attend 
high school in the US and cur-
rently attends Dickinson College 
in Carlisle, Pa., thanks in large 
part to the Afghan Girls Finan-
cial Assistance Fund (AGFAF), 
which provides young women 
the opportunity to pursue higher 
education in the US. A research 
project in 2008 on women’s mu-
sic and songs in Afghanistan led 
Akbar into the gender equality 
movement. 

In 2010, she ran a creative 
writing program, ‘Voices for 
Hope,’ from which developed the 
‘Stories to Heal’ project for or-
phans. In 2011 Akbar co-found-
ed ‘Young Women for Change,’ 
whose accomplishments include 
organizing the first march to 
protest street sexual harassment 
against women in Kabul, the 
opening of a women’s internet 
cafe, and the start of a men’s ad-
vocacy group, in addition to em-
powerment programs for women.

Akbar has received many 
accolades for her work including 
the 2012 Woman of Distinction 
Award from the National Confer-
ence for College Student Lead-
ers; the grand prize in Glamour 
Magazine’s and L’Oreal Paris’ 
Top 10 College Women compe-
tition for which she was granted 
$20,000 for Young Women for 
Change; and was a speaker at the 
2012 Women in the World Sum-
mit sponsored by Newsweek and 
The Daily Beast, whose lineup 

included Lauren Bush, Sheryl 
Sandberg, Meryl Streep.

She concluded with a re-
minder that “stepping out of your 
comfort zone is a service we do 
for ourselves. Once you are a 
more aware citizen, you will be 
guided to your passion and see 
that we all have one thing in 
common: to do better and be bet-
ter.”

Ms. Akbar was invited to 
Highland as part of the regular 
speaker series highlighting ex-
amples of leadership and social 
contribution, and to kick off the 
start of the new Social Justice and 
Community Action course. The 
class aims to extend Highland’s 
long-standing commitment to 
volunteerism and philanthropic 
support by engaging students in, 
and raising their awareness about 
local, national, and global social 
issues, and equipping them with 
the knowledge and skills needed 
to act and advocate effectively. 
The service-learning course re-
quires students to complete a 
project and final portfolio in a 
selected issue area. 

In addition to spotlighting 
national and global concerns, the 
course will partner with commu-
nity organizations to offer a local 
lens on issues such as poverty, 
housing, hunger, healthcare, hu-
man rights, and education.

For more information on 
Highland School, visit www.
highlandschool.org or telephone 
(540) 878-2700.

Three Selected for Virginia  
Aerospace Science and 
Technology Scholars program

Based on their outstanding 
academic records, essay 
compositions and letters 
of recommendation, three 

Middleburg Academy juniors have 
been selected to participate in the 
Virginia Aerospace Science and 
Technology Scholars (VASTS) pro-
gram.

According to the Virginia 
Space Grant Consortium and the 
NASA Langley Research Center, 
“the applicant pool was very compet-
itive” and their review panel “com-

mends our three students on being 
selected to this prestigious program.” 

  In addition to completing 
rigorous online research and course-
work for college credit, VASTS 
scholars  will  compete for the chance 
to attend the all-expense paid, seven-
day residential 2014 Summer Acad-
emy at Langley Research Center 
(Hampton, VA). Middleburg Acad-
emy was proud to have two repre-
sentatives at last year’s Space Camp: 
Caroline Greer ‘14 and Jake Singh 
‘14.

Annika Sampedro, Sam Rossi, Chris NicklesThe Highland School team, 
called the RoboHawks, also received 
a kit of parts that are provided to all 
teams. The contents of the kit, which 
includes motors, batteries, a control 
system, and a mix of automation 
components, must then be integrated 
into the overall design of every robot.

Working with adult mentors, 
Highland students will have just six 
weeks to design, build, program, and 
test their robots. Then, teams will 
compete in regional and district com-
petitions that test the limits of the 
machines and their inventors. 

The RoboHawk’s first compe-
tition of the season will take place in 
Richmond, Virginia March 20-22. 
The second competition will be held 
April 3-5 in College Park, Maryland. 
Top finishers from each competition 
will advance to this year’s FIRST® 
Championship, which will take place 
April 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri.

For more information on 
the Robotics program at Highland 
School, please visit www.highland-
school.org or contact Paul Conlin via 
e-mail at  pconlin@blazebroadband.
com.
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• Needlepoint Camp    
• Cupcake Wars Camp     
• CSI Science Camp     
• Mystery Theater Camp
• Kite Making Camp     
• All Sports Camp     
• Aquatics Camp     
• Dance Camp
• Field Hockey Camp     
• Team Building & Sports  Camp     
• Cookie Monster! Camp
• Ooey Gooey Science Camp     
• Joy of Music Camp     
• Lego Camp    
• Equestrian Camp
• Slumber Party Camp     
• Selfies “Old Masters” Style Art Camp     
• Just For Fun! Sports Camp 
• Hand Sewing Camp     
• Wet-n-Wild Madness Camp
•Real-World Sculpture Art   Camp     

• 10 & Under Tennis Camp     
• Musical Theater Dance  Camp     
• Splash & Sports Camp
• All Things Football &  Soccer 
• Camp     
• Comfort Food Cooking  Camp
• Wacky Water Madness &  Sports 
• Camp     
• “Because I Felt Like It”  Felting 
• Camp          
• Clever Cards & Board Games  
•  Camp     
• Christmas in July Cooking  Camp      
• Fun with Photoshop Camp
• Cardboard Cities & Towns Art 
• Camp     
• Extreme Fun & Sports Camp     
• Junk Books & ‘Zines Art Camp     
• Fabulous Fives 5 Year Old Camp     
• Camp DoWachYaWanna Camp     
• “Who Done It?” Theater Camp

SUMMER CAMPS OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, February 23rd                   1-3pm Foxcroft’s Athletic Center

How does a summer filled with this sound…

…and that’s just our mornings!
Our afternoons are filled with nature trekking, swimming, arts & crafts, dance 

parties, fishing, archery, game room, sports, balloonapalooza, hula hooping 
contests, twister, slip-n-slides, and more!

Progeny

Trees locally grown in 
Upperville, Virginia.

703.370.TREE (8733)
www.shadetreefarm.com

At Shade Tree Farm we grow and install  
BIG trees (i.e. specimen trees) that can 
transform your property overnight. 

With over 30 years of experience, our 
staff members are trained professionals 
who will assist you or your designer in 
selecting the best trees for your project. 

We also have one of the largest fleet of 
tree spades in the Mid- Atlantic Region 
and specialize in challenging transplant 
projects, large or small.

Transform your yard
Plant mature, landscape-size trees 
and gain the immediate impact of 
shade, flowering accents, privacy 
screening, and definition of space.

Shade Tree Farm 
Where The Trees Live

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentistry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117

Office: (540) 687-5855
www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a deNtal CrowN?  
Have It doNe IN oNe vIsIt!

 Crowns and restorations

	 •	Computer	designed	made	in	our	office
 
 • Completed in one visit
  
	 •	Unsurpassed	precision	in	a	totally	natural
     looking restoration

	 •	Tomorrow’s	technology	today.	

We	welcome	new	patients
                

Gregg A. Helvey, DDS
Associate Professor VCU School of Dentristry

14. W. Marshall Street • Middleburg • Virginia 20117
Office: (540) 687-5855

www.gregghelveydds.com                                 info@gregghelveydds.com

Need a Dental Crown?  Now you have a choice…..

Crowns and Restorations:

• Computer designed and fabricated
• All ceramic – no metal

	 •	No	out-sourcing	–	made	in	our	Middleburg	office
• Completed in a single appointment
• No messy impressions or uncomfortable temporaries

Unsurpassed precision 
in a totally natural looking restoration

Tomorrow’s technology today. 
Call for an appointment and say “Yes!” to 

Middleburg Academy Hosts the Middleburg Hunt
February 8th Meet Marks Return to Historic Homeland 

Sparked by one student’s 
involvement in the local 
sport of foxhunting, a per-
sonal love of history and 

tradition, and a geniune desire to 
tie Middleburg Academy closely 
to its larger community, Head of 
School Colley W. Bell III and 
his wife, Director of Advance-
ment  Edwina Bell, have invited 
the Middleburg Hunt to hold a 
forthcoming meet on the school’s 
campus. The event, taking place 
Saturday, February 8, 2014 from 
10 a.m. to noon, will take advan-
tage of the school’s expansive 
Hunt Country property situated 
alongside the Goose Creek.

An Admission Open 
House will take place that same 
morning, also from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Prospective families will 
have the opportunity to explore 
Middleburg Academy’s second-
ary school program, meet with 
the Head of School, faculty, cur-
rent students and parents, and, for 
those who arrive early (10 a.m.), 
witness “the thrill of the hunt” 
as riders in their traditional hunt 
attire and their hounds set out 
across the school’s beautiful and 
rolling acreage.

Welcoming the return of the 
Middleburg Hunt is one of many 
initiatives Mr. and Mrs. Bell are 
taking to nurture deep and abid-
ing connections between the 
school and the individuals and 
organizations who help define 
the charm and character of the re-
gion. Since their arrival last July, 
the Bells, who reside with their 

High school freshman Andrew Looney, a junior member of The 
Middleburg Hunt, inspired Middleburg Academy Head of School Col-
ley Bell to invite “the hunt back to Homeland,” the original name 
of the school’s historic property. The school hosts The Middleburg 
Hunt on February 8th.
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Wakefield’s Williams 
Serving as House of 
Delegates Page

Wakefield School sev-
enth grader Alexa 
Williams is cur-
rently serving as a 

page in the Virginia State House 
of Delegates.

Williams will live in Rich-
mond for the nine weeks she par-
ticipates in the Virginia State As-
sembly Page Program. She will 
work in the House of Delegates, 
assisting the members of the 
House of Delegates, the House 
Clerk’s staff, and other legislative 
staff in the daily duties required 
for the successful operation of 
the House of Delegates during 
the session.

Pages in the program work 
a full day, beginning promptly at 
8:30 a.m. and ending at 5 p.m. 
During these hours, Williams 
will deliver documents through-
out the Capitol complex, perform 
errands for members and staff 
of the House during each day’s 
floor session and at committee 
meetings, and do assignments in 
specific House offices including 
the Speaker’s Office, the Clerk’s 
Office, the Bill Room, the Copy 
Center, and the Governor’s Of-
fice. 

After work pages have ap-
proximately two hours of free 
time from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. A 
mandatory study hall is held at 
the hotel every Monday through 
Thursday evening from 7 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. Pages are responsible 
for arranging with their schools 
and teachers the preferred meth-
od of taking tests and exams. 
They must also make arrange-
ments with their schools and 
teachers to maintain their school-
work, including any tutoring that 
is required. 

Pages are required to main-
tain an A or B grade average. 

“Alexa is a creative, me-
ticulous and dedicated student 
who prides herself in her work. 
These qualities, along with her 
strong track record of community 
service and her zeal for learning 
make her an excellent addition 
to the Page Program,” said Wil-
liams’ English teacher, Ms. Laura 
Prahlad. 

“She shows the desire to 
make a difference in her commu-
nity and will greatly benefit from 
this opportunity to collaborate 
with others who share her pas-
sions.”

Wakefield Students 
Surprised with 
Acceptance to VMI

Wakefield School se-
niors Bailey Ma-
honey of Catlett and 
Michael McElroy of 

Haymarket were surprised and 
excited at an Upper School As-
sembly last month when Lt. Col. 
Tom Mortenson, the Associate 
Director of Admissions at VMI 

presented them with letters of ac-
ceptance from the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute. 

Both seniors had applied 
early decision to the school. Lt. 
Col. Mortenson wanted to recog-
nize them in front of the Upper 
School, their families, and faculty 
members. 

12-year-old son and three dogs in 
the Carriage House on campus, 
have immersed themselves in the 
varied aspects of Middleburg, 
Loudoun County and Northern 
Virginia living.  

“I am reminded of Wil-
liam Blake’s dictum that ‘energy 
is eternal delight’ when I think 
about Middleburg Academy,” 
says school head Colley Bell. 
“The campus has always been a 
home, and the Hitts thoughtfully 

placed everything in its proper 
order as a family – and so did 
the Sisters of Notre Dame when 
they built a school. Middleburg 
Academy’s energy now melds 
the two; we are the caretakers 
of something very special.  This 
is why we intend to include the 
larger community at every turn, 
as fun and interesting events will 
continue to have a home from this 
hill in Middleburg, Virginia.”

Bailey Mahoney Michael McElroy

Alexa Williams
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Tom Neel

As we begin a new year, I would 
like to start by thanking all of 
you who have shared your en-
joyment for this column with 

me and welcome new readers.   As an 
artist, I created The Artist’s Perspective 
with a goal of fostering artistic thought, 
through my observations and experi-
ences.  This year I hope to expand upon 
it and enjoy having you along.

The very tail end of last year 
brought an adventurous experience I’ll 
call - Guided by the light.  It’s my belief 
that all artists are keen on light.  Light 
offers both illumination and contrast, 
and contrast is one way we define many 
things in life.  Contrast certainly defines 
shape and depth and here’s an adventur-
ous example.

A close friend of mine bought a 
new plane.  A life long pilot, he spon-
taneously decided he wanted to keep it 
in Florida for the winter.  That’s where 
I come in.   I am not a life long pilot, 
rather someone with a life long love of 
planes and one who loves seeing things 

from the air.  This plane is a bush plane, 
small and capable of landing almost 
anywhere.   Maybe not the first choice 
for the mission in front of us, which was 
a one day trip from Winchester to Palm 
Beach, but certainly up for the task.  We 
were off by 8:15am on a beautiful, but 
chilly late December morning and our 8 
hour journey begins.  

Now as a landscape painter, I 
cannot state the advantage enough, of 
seeing land from above.   Among so 
many things, you see light’s effect on 
the land.  That’s the looking down part 
of it, but then there’s the looking out 
and around part too.  Seeing clouds and 
weather movement at an elevated level, 
along with shadows across the land, 
offers a form of affirmation and under-
standing of light, hard to be replicated 
on the ground.

Our day trip kept us in the com-
pany of the Blue Ridge, then reflective 
views of the low coastal land, onto the 
always weather interesting north Flori-
da areas and finally into those puffy, cot-
ton like, cumulus cloudy skies of south 
Florida.  It is there that my story could 
really begin.

Like trees, clouds are the kind of 
thing that painters in general, but new 
painters especially, struggle with.   At 
least part of the problem with both, is 
an understanding of what it is you are 
actually seeing.  To paint anything just 
by painting what you think you see, 
can create difficulties and even with 
understanding_we all may choose to 
represent any object as we artistically 
choose.  As I’ve often said, there really 
are no rules here.  As an artist you can 
do as you like, opinions be damned. 

But if representation with some 
sense of realism is your goal, time spent 
painting_in of itself, is not a fair ex-
change rate for actually understanding 
what it is you are seeing.  A tree is not a 
stick with a green ball on top, any more 
than a cloud is a ball of cotton.  A tree 
is a wooden skeleton with thousands of 
leaves and just as there are many types 
of trees, which change with each sea-
son, there are many types of clouds and 
they change with the wind and atmo-
spheric conditions.

Without turning this into a sci-
ence project, clouds are formed by 
moisture and therefor are obviously not 

solid objects, but gaseous forms which 
light reflects off of.  This reflective prop-
erty offers an opportunity for contrast.  
If light hits the top, you have a strong 
light appearance, contrasted by a darker 
bottom. Time of day, such as a setting 
sun and other conditions, effect those 
lights and darks and their color, but the 
billowing shape of clouds makes them 
even more complicated. 

Now imagine not seeing them 
from below or above and not flying 
through them, but around them as 
though they were obstacles.  My friend 
said, “Enjoy this.”  and at an elevation 
of 2500 feet, in the company of these 
immense and towering elephants of the 
sky, I navigated around them for miles 
of continuous left and right bank turns.  
All along I was being guided by the 
light.

Mostly blue sky above and 
openings of the land below, the after-
noon sunlight illuminating the top and 
sides of one, would be contrasted by 
the shadows of another and an ever 
changing path would be made appar-
ent.  Each cloud a completely different 
size and shape, but its shape completely 

evident by the light upon it.  What could 
be mesmerizing, was a most thrilling 
experience and in many ways offered a 
creative catharsis and renewed passion 
for what I love to paint.  I can touch a 
tree, but clouds are much more heav-
enly.  It is a reminder that as an artist of 
any kind, we should try not to just create 
what you see, but to truly experience it 
whenever possible.  

In closing, here’s a quick shout 
out to the Middleburg Arts Council’s 
“Cabin Fever” art show, hosted by By-
rne Gallery on February 8th through 
March 2nd.

Pastimes

23595 WINERY LANE MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117  

W I N E R Y  &  V I N E Y A R D S
GREENHILL

Our Hours:
April thru September: Noon until Sunset

October until March: Noon until 7PM

WWW.GREENHILLVINEYARDS.COM

Thrillrides-4-U  
330 sales with a 100% feeback

let me turn your cars , horse trailers, 
farm equipment into cash ! 

i can sell just about anything ! 
LocaL or refenrences avaLabLe upon request

For more inFormation please 
email me thrillrides4u@Gmail.com 

or call chris 703-220-6123

The Artist’s Perspective

703-344-1215 // 100 E Washington St. Middleburg, VA //  RICHARDALLENCLOTHING.COM 

 

50% OFF 
SALE 

SNOW MOBILE PARKING    AVAILABLE IN THE REAR OF THE BUILDING 

HURRY IN…    WINTER cloTHINg 

540-687-8898  //  100 E Washington St. Middleburg, Virginia  

 

   Winter Clothing Sale 
50% Off 

DUCHESSAOFMIDDLEBURG.COM 

Now Serving Sunday Lunches with BrunchSpecials
Tuesday - Saturday Dinner Starting at 5:30 pm

Wednesday - Sunday Lunch Starting at 11:30 am

Bar Opens @ 5:00 pm
French Inspired bistro Cuisine in a Relaxed Country Atmosphere

540-687-3018

 
The Fun Shop can help with 

a little “ something special”
whether something playful or serious 

for a
Valentine Remembrance..,.

Come see what we have to offer...
 Jewelry, Scarves, Nighties and...Godiva

 

On Valentines...
       Love the One you’re With!!!

 

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Come Ejoy Debbie Cadenas Paintings
Our Artist for November 13 E. Washington 

Middleburg, VA
540.687.5858

Alex Cudaback

“We know the Seahawks and the Broncos 
are as good as advertised, and look to be 
the two teams best positioned for a meet-
ing in next February’s Super Bowl.”
- 7th Inning Stretch, November, 2013

YES!!
Ok, so I called the 

Broncos to go to the Super 
Bowl last season as well, 

which didn’t turn out quite so well, but 
what the heck. In this gig, you gotta take 
what you can get.

In honor of the big game, and be-
cause my son’s being five this year gives 
me real hope we’ll be able to resurrect 
our Snacker Bowl franchise, I’ve decide 
to dedicate this month’s space to a couple 
of my favorite Snacker Bowl recipes 
from years past. 

I’m looking forward to dusting 
these off and raising my cholesterol to 
appropriately laughing-in-the-face of 
death levels.

WINGS

You can’t have a Snacker Bowl 
(East, West, Central, or any other fran-
chise) without wings. Can’t be done. You 
can do takeout wings. There’s no crime 
in that. But if you want to make your 
own, and I do, these are they way to go.

This is a Tyler Florence recipe, 
and is taken directly from the Food Net-
work website at www.foodnetwork.com. 

4 pounds chicken wings
Extra-virgin olive oil
Kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper
8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted 
butter, softened
1 big, fat rounded tablespoon Thai 
red curry paste
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup soy sauce
1 lime, halved
Chopped cilantro leaves, for gar-
nish

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F.
Rinse the wings under cool water 

and pat dry. Put them in a bowl, drizzle 
with olive oil and season well with salt 
and pepper. Toss to coat with the sea-
soning. Then spread the wings out on a 
baking sheet and roast about 25 minutes 
until the skin gets crisp and brown, and 
the meat is tender.

While you wait, throw the butter, 
red curry paste, honey and soy sauce into 
a blender. Season with salt and puree. 
Scrape into a big bowl. When the wings 
come out of the oven put add to the bowl 
with the curry butter. Squeeze the juice of 
the lime over the wings. Give it a toss and 
you’re done. Garnish with cilantro.

This recipe really is as easy as it 
looks, and the end result will blow your 

socks off. 
And you can feel better about the 

whole thing since the wings aren’t fried.
Which almost makes up for the 

fact that they’re covered in a whole stick 
of butter.

GUACAMOLE

While technically a vegetable 
dish, and therefor banned from Snacker 
Bowl participation, guacamole sneaks in 
because it’s consumed atop fried tortilla 
chips. 

And because it’s good. Damn 
good.

3 Haas avocados, halved, seeded 
and peeled
1 lime, juiced
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon cayenne
1/2 medium onion, diced
2 Roma tomatoes, seeded and diced
1 tablespoon chopped cilantro
1 clove garlic, minced
Hot sauce (your choice, both brand 
and amount. I’m partial to Tobas-
co’s Chipotle sauce for the smoky 
heat; Sriracha is nice as well, if you 
want something a little fresher.)

In a large bowl place the scooped 
avocado pulp and half the lime juice, toss 
to coat. 

Using a potato masher add the 
salt, cumin, and cayenne and mash. 
Then, fold in the onions, tomatoes, cilan-
tro, and garlic. 

Add as much of the remaining 
lime juice, to taste.

Let sit at room temperature for 1 
hour and then serve. (This is important so 
the flavors marry. I’m not afraid to make 
the guac first thing in the morning, cover 
it tightly, and throw it in the ‘fridge until 
game time. The lime juice will keep it 
from browning.)

TED BREAD

Named after my culinary genius 
of a friend, Ted Brown, this stuff is fan-
tastic. I highly recommend serving it in 
the second half, after you’ve enjoyed a 
couple adult beverages beforehand.

1 loaf of unsliced Italian bread
1 package of sliced Provolone 
cheese (10 or 12 slices)
1 lb of bacon (Use good bacon, 
please. Try peppered, cherrywood 
smoked, etc.)
1 stick of softened butter
1 tablespoon of poppy seeds
1/4 of a medium onion, diced (I like 

sweet, but up to you.)
1/4 cup of yellow mustard (The 
“yellow” is important. Ted prefers 
Heinz.)
1 tspn diced garlic

Mix butter, onion, poppy seed, 
garlic and mustard together until smooth-
ish and yellow, so if there isn’t enough 
yellow (told you the yellow was impor-
tant) add some more mustard.

Slice bread vertically, almost the 
whole way through – so the slices are 
about 1inch thick.  

Spread yellow mixture in between 
slices. (You should use the whole thing 
for one loaf.  It seems like a lot, but cram 
it in there.)

Put provolone between all the 
slices and top the entire loaf with as much 
bacon as possible.  Wrap 3/4 of it in alu-
minum foil, leaving the bacon exposed.  

Bake at 350 for 20 - 30 minutes or 
until bacon is cooked through.

Descend upon cooked loaf like 
a ravening hoard and accept that your 
slightly burned fingers tomorrow will be 
SOOO worth it today.

Enjoy the game.
And the Crestor.
Oh, and I like Peyton and the 

Broncos to win. 
Unless the weather’s the absolute 

pits.
Then I’ve got a seat reserved on 

the ‘Hawks’ bandwagon.

Snack Hard
7th Inning Stretch

Fox Chase Farm Valentine’s Day Event 
Fox Chase Farm, Middleburg, VA

present 
Two-Night Valentine Dinner 

February 14. 2014  &  
February 15, 2014
at Fox Chase Farm  

EVENING INCLUDES 
Romantic horse drawn carriage ride

Romantic live guitar strings
Exquisite gourmet meal

Private table in the handsome and lovely newly 
renovated stables at Fox Chase Farm  

Enjoy a table for two or  
bring a group! 

For Reservations Contact
Maureen Hanley

23323 Foxchase Farm Lane
Fox Chase Farm

540-687-5255

Babysitting services will be offered onsite in a quiet location at Fox Chase Farm and 
will be provided by licensed,  Rainbow Child Develoment Center.  

Contact Doreen for more information:  
703-222-9550
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Ellen Kassoff Gray

Winter is full of pos-
sibilities, frost pat-
terns on windows, 
crusty driveways, a 

new day of shivers, icy landscapes 
and wholly celebrated snow days. 
The best forecast, however, is of 
course the idea of leaving it all 
behind and taking a sun drenched 
holiday in a comfortable climate. 
Food and wine mercifully have the 
potential to transform you to that 

sultry scene even if you’re not, in 
fact, sitting on a tarmac waiting 
for the Captain to taxi the runway. 
This month’s Vine and Dish em-
ploys these therapeutic, healing 
powers to offer a wintery ‘Calgon 
moment’ and inspire a carnival of 
sorts in the kitchen.

  The place is Portugal, the 
month is February when the tra-
ditional celebration of Carnival 
is underway. Carnival is a time-
honored fête that commemorates 
the ending of winter and the be-

Pastimes

Brandy Greenwell

Where do you get your sense 
of style? I guess I should 
thank my paternal grand-
mother for my sense of 

style.  Always a true lady, she could be 
found wearing a hat of some sort, heir-
loom jewelry, Ferragamos, St. John and 
a corset.  Yes my friends, the pre-Spanx 
generations wore corsets and my grand-
mother did daily until her passing in 
1992 at the age of 91.  Could you imag-
ine spending almost a century in full 
body Power Panty? She also wore proper 
stockings, not to be confused with panty 
hose.  For those that don’t know, stock-
ings are thigh high nylons that attach to a 
garter belt, mostly reserved nowadays to 
movies that start after 11 on cable TV or 
the Victoria’s Secret fashion show.  The 
discomfort must have been unbearable, 
but my grandmother never had a hair out 
of place nor looked anything less than 
fully polished.  She passed her love of 
shopping, personal style and exquisite 
taste genetically to me for which I am 
grateful. Having said that, she would roll 
over in her grave if she saw me in my 
hideous pink garden crocs or with hay 
dangling from my ponytail in my faded 
Barbour ball cap. I have evolved to shop 
for my lifestyle while always honoring 
my familial style.  Little did I know how 
her influence would shape my entire life?

From a young age I yearned to be 
closer to the clothes, bobbles and shoes I 
loved by working in the retail industry.  I 
started when I was 15 and have held sev-
eral, long term positions in the village of 
Middleburg. Over the years, I have likely 
dressed you or your neighbors, wrapped 
a Christmas gift or two or referred to my 
list of graduation or cotillion dresses to 
make sure the event didn’t crumble be-

cause there was someone else in your en-
semble.  Now, I can be seen in an airport 
near you or imitating the speeding bullet 
up and down the east coast with my sam-
ple collection in tow.  I have shifted from 
retail to wholesale and it makes me tin-
gle.  I can’t remember from which movie 
a blonde is trying to become an anchor-
woman and she says something like 
“just think, as an anchorwoman, you get 
to know the news before everyone else 
does.”  That is the way I feel about being 
a consultant buyer, sales rep and stylist.  
I get to see the fashions that are going to 
be in the stores two seasons in advance 
and I have a something to do with it.  It is 
like a personal shopping crystal ball and 
I love it.

What is your personal style?  Do 
you want Fashion Police and follow 
Stacy’s dressing rules to the letter?  Or do 
you buy clothes once every 10 years or 
until you have actually worn your clothes 
out?  Do you pull apart seams on a thrift 
store dress and make unique creations?  
Or do you solicit the help of a profes-
sional to guide you?  Whatever your path 
is, take a moment to pause and appreciate 
you and your style.  You are as unique as 
a snowflake and if we all wore the same 
uniform think what a boring, drab world 
we would live in.

Cheers to being you.

Thanx to the Pre-Spanx 
Generation!
Sincerely, Me

A Winter Carnival
Vine & Dish

ginning of Lent, much like Mardi 
Gras. There is an abundance of 
fabulous food and wine to be con-
sumed along with vivid costumes, 
legendary street music and lots of 
partying in an ever so agreeable 
atmosphere. It takes the local folk 
almost a year to prepare for their 
much-loved Carnival. 

Here in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge, I visited Morais Vine-
yard on a brutally cold but sunny 
day, one of those days where the 
wind is wicked, and a short walk 
from a parking lot can chill to the 
bone in seconds, but ironically you 
are still wearing sunglasses. In this 
spirit, I was warmly welcomed in 
the tasting room where the music 
was genuinely rocking and patrons 
were cozy, toasty and completely 
happy. The octagonal shaped tast-
ing room was laden with winter 
sun like a solarium providing a 
momentary respite from the arctic-
like chill and glorified the humble 
winter sunlight. The room is hand-
somely embellished with a display 
of wine bottles 20 feet up a circular 
wine rack that takes center stage. It 
sends the eye soaring to the wood 
beamed ceiling. This high-energy 
space is rustic and charming with 
a contemporary twist.

 Owner José Morais is from 
Portugal and here in Virginia he 
has perused his life long dream of 
opening a winery. The estate vine-
yard located in Bealeton, 10 miles 
south of Warrenton, is honored to 
be among the 2013 Top Picks by 

Virginia Living Magazine this past 
year. Their wines have earned cov-
eted medals in regional competi-
tions and are proving to be one of 
Virginia’s up and comers. 

I tried the Touriga Nacio-
nal (a bronze medalist) vini-
fied through traditional Portuguese 
methods of foot stamped grapes 
known as lagar crushing. It’s made 
using the Portuguese native grape 
of the same name, a small grape 
that can be difficult to cultivate. 
The high tannins give it a con-
centrated flavor and ads body and 
structure to the wine. It has a wild 
berry nose and on the finish there 
are hints of grassy herbs and white 
pepper. Its striking color is of me-
dium crimson gives it eye appeal.

Thinking I would keep the 
Portuguese notion in play, I recre-
ated a recipe from another source 
of great national pride – a dish 
called Calde Verde, a kale and 
sausage soup. The ingredients are 
simple and easy to source in the 
winter. I added  root vegetables 
to create a sweet twist making 
it a straightforward and satisfy-
ing dish. Paired with the Touriga 
Nacional, it creates a harmonious 
blend of terroires, of the grape, and 
that of the hearty vegetables.

So when winter weather 
leaves you chilled to the bone, 
stuck inside, and longing for a 
transformation a few thousand 
miles away - visualize yourself 
at Carnival in Portugal from your 
kitchen stove and “pular carnaval.”

Caldo Verde
Serves 4-6

1/4 cup olive oil
1 cup chopped onion
2 teaspoons chopped garlic
1 tsp Caraway seeds, crushed
2 cups Idaho potatoes, peeled 
and diced
2 quarts water
1 tbs yellow miso paste
Salt and black pepper
1 pound kale, washed, 
trimmed of the thick stems and 
thinly sliced

In a medium soup pot, heat 
3 tablespoons of olive oil, add 
onions, garlic and caraway seeds, 
cook for 2 to 3 minutes until they 
turn glassy, don’t let them get 
brown. Add potatoes,water and 
miso. Cover and boil gently over 
medium heat for 20 minutes. 
When the potatoes are tender mash 
them with a potato masher right in 
the pot. Add kale to the soup and 
allow to softly simmer for 20 min-
utes. Add the remaining olive oil 
and season. Ladle into bowls and 
serve with toasted country bread or 
corn bread.  

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

Loudoun County Parks, Recreation 
and Community Services at

Middleburg Community Center
offers a safe, recreational learning

environment for children ages 3 to 5
Secure your Space Now!

540-687-6375 for information

I t ’s  t ime  t o  . . .
r eg i s t e r  f o r  PRESCHOOL !

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $5.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our February Mixer

Tuesday, February 11
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Second Chapter Books
10 South Liberty Street

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Middleburg
Community
Charter
School

Learn about the school...
Public Meeting with LCPS School Board Members of Select Committee
Middleburg Elementary School, 101 N Madison St, Middleburg VA

Voice your support...
Public Input at LCPS School Board Meeting
Administration Building, 21000 Education Ct, Ashburn VA

middleburgcharterschool.org ▪ 540-505-0456

Monday, February 3rd, 6:30 pm

Tuesday, February 11th, 6:30 pm

Richard A. Engberg

Yes, it happened again.   A 
chemical spill into a river used 
for public supply.  By now, 
most of you have heard of 

the chemical spill into the Elk River in 
the Charleston, West Virginia area that 
impacted the drinking water supply and 
left some 300,000 persons without drink-
ing water, water in which to bathe, wash 
dishes, or wash clothes.

The problem was detected on 
Wednesday, January 8, and on January 
9 was pinpointed to a storage tank near 
the river located just upstream of the in-
take of a drinking water plant.  The tank, 
capacity of 48,000 gallons, was found to 
be leaking 4-methylcyclohexane metha-
nol (MCHM). The last estimate was that 
7,800 gallons had escaped into the river.

Scientists don’t know much about 
MCHM.    No information is available 
about whether it’s carcinogenic or mu-
tagenic.  While not considered fatal to 
humans, it can affect humans with such 
symptoms as nausea, vomiting, dizzi-
ness, skin irritation or eye irritation.  More 
than 100 people that were exposed to the 
chemical in their water sought treatment 
for nausea and vomiting and four were 
hospitalized in the Charleston area.

So how is MCHM used?  Coal is 
mined near Charleston.  MCHM, an or-
ganic alcohol, is a foaming agent that is 
used to wash coal before it is marketed to 
remove impurities.  The coal is crushed, 
treated with the chemical, and dried.     

As of this writing (January 14), 
the water supply for 75 percent of the 
affected people is not yet suitable to use.  
Charleston mayor, Danny Jones, said on 
NPR today, that the economic loss to his 
community is, at this point, incalculable.  
Many schools are still closed.  Many oth-
er events have been canceled.  Business-
es that rely on water, like restaurants and 
bars, have been unable to reopen.  Short-
ages of bottled water and other bottled 

drinks are still occurring.  Declarations 
of emergency were issued by both West 
Virginia and federal authorities.

When will it end?  With the leak 
controlled, the MCHM will be diluted as 
it moves downstream.  However, it is still 
in much of the Charleston water distribu-
tion system and it could be several days 
before home and business owners are 
able to flush it out.

In the articles I’ve read about the 
spill and the resultant activities, until to-
day when mentioned by Mayor Jones, 
I’d heard nothing about any environ-
mental/ecological impacts.  Surely, if the 
situation was severe enough that people 
were sickened by their public water sup-
ply, there will be impacts on the fauna in 
the area of the spill and downstream.  I’d 
like to see some estimates of the damage 
to fish populations in the river.   I have 
another question unrelated to the spill.  
In the washing process, does MCHM 
leave a residue on the coal and is that 
residue potentially harmful for persons 
that might breathe coal smoke?  I’ve 
seen nothing about this in any article.  It 
should be explored.

This event is not over, the story is 
not finished.  One report indicated that 
the leaking tank had not been inspected 
since the early 1990s was the responsibil-
ity of the state.  Lawsuits already have 
been filed against the company owning 
the tank.   Sadly, a disaster like this can 
happen anywhere and the bottom line 
is that with regular inspections, likely it 
could have been avoided.

Not Again!
Waterworld

Karen Rexrod

We’ve been cold, wet 
and cloudy, it’s been 
a very dreary Janu-
ary. Remarkably my 

miniature gardens in troughs out-
side look fantastic. Zero degrees 
didn’t kill them, they look like it 
was a piece of cake. So I decided 
I needed a pick me up for inside. 
Off to the nursery to get minia-
ture tropical plants and make 2 

terrariums. If you are inclined to 
killing your indoor plants, terrari-
ums might be the thing for you. 
Especially now when there are 
so many new varieties of slow 
growing, miniature plants. The 
key is to have the right plants for 
your light and then to seal the top 
so it waters itself. Now a south 
window will be a bit much, but 
east or even north work fine, your 
little glass vessel doesn’t become 

a humid oven when the sun is out.
Little  spikemosses, minia-

ture peperomia and the new Syn-
gonium ‘Pixie’ are great starters, 
especially for an east exposure. 
As a part time employee at Mer-
rifield Gardens, I like to use their 
terrarium soil, it’s dark (no  per-
lite) and not too rich, which helps 
keep your miniature plants minia-
ture. The glass container can have 
a top, or you can just stretch plas-
tic wrap over the opening. With 
a little water to get them started 
(and I mean a little water), you 
can watch the whole thing  get all 
misty inside, which is so cool in 
January when the world seems so 
dry and dead.

The terrarium craze has 
been going on for awhile, just 
like the miniature gardens for 
outdoors. What’s so great is that 
it brings a world of miniature or-
naments. Little tables and chairs, 
miniature bird houses, even 
weather vanes become the perfect 
accessory. I was given a box of 
miniature Japanese bridges and 
huts, apparently used for bonsai, 
but they are perfect for terrari-
ums. When your glass mists up, 
just rub off a part of the glass so 
you can look inside and imag-
ine your in a tropical rain forest. 
Maybe the best part of all, you 
don’t have to water it. So if you 
do decide to venture off to some 
warm, tropical isle, all is good at 
home. 

Terrariums for January
The Plant Lady
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Friends for Life
Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Hobbit is a super 
affectionate kitty that 
will follow you every-

where!  He really loves 
people & wants to be 

with you all the time.  If 
you are looking for a 

little helper, Hobbit is 
the kitty for you. 

A Friend to All Animals 

Leo is a 25+ yr old Leopard 
Appaloosa. He was rescued from 
a starvation situation & is now at 
a good weight.  He is very sweet 
& easy going.  Due to his old age 
he will need to be on an equine 
senior mash.  Leo is a perfect 
lawn ornament & companion. 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
mhfdtn@earthlink.net   

(540) 364-3272 
www.middleburghumane.com 

Jazzy is a super 
special Beagle mix who 

seems to love everybody 
& everything. Sadly, she 
lived her life on a chain 

but is now thriving & 
enjoying her interaction 

with people.  

 

Ede came from a high volume 
breeder & was rarely touched by 
humans. She has come a long way 
but is still very shy.  She loves all 
other dogs & needs a quiet adult 
only home with a confident dog 
friend. She would love a home 
with her friend Cupcake - they 
make an adorable pair together! 

Amelia is gorgeous pit bull who 
was rescued from a breeding 
operation.  She was very shy 

when she first arrived but has 
blossomed & has a very kind & 
fun personality.  Very snuggly!  

Will need a very quiet adult only 
home with no cats. 

Anna is a very sweet, mild-
mannered kitty who gets along 

with other cats as well as 
dogs.  She hasn’t been with us 
long, but from what we have 
seen she loves everyone & 

does well with children! 

Cupcake is an absolutely 
adorable young lady.  She is 
very shy & nervous in new 
situations & needs a quiet 

adult only home with a secure 
fenced yard. She gets along 
well with other dogs & cats. 

She and Ede are best friends!  

Balto came to us several 
months ago as a chained dog.  

He has blossomed at the 
shelter & has a wonderful 

personality.  Balto does well 
with most dogs but needs 

a home with a secure 
fenced yard & no cats. 

Ivy came from a hoarding 
situation where she was lost 
among the many dogs in the 
home.  She had very little 

attention and is therefore shy 
with people.  Ivy is a super sweet 
little lap dog once you take the 

time to get to know her.  

Ellie is a 3 yr old, 15h, dark 
brown, TB mare. She was 

raced in PA. She came to us 
severely underweight.  We 

plan to start working with her 
soon. She is a wind sucker, 

but not a wood chewer.  

Marshall Veterinary Clinic
Serving Marshall and the Surrounding Communities for 30 years

 Head Veterinarian: Dr. Joy Cole
Dr. Katrina Kollgaard
Dr. Rebecca Verna

 

Hours:  Mon., Tues, Thurs 7-7 • Wed, Fri 7-5 • Sat 7-1 
4216 Frost Street • Marshall Virginia 20115 • (540)364-1409

www.marshallvetclinic.com

Marshall Veterinary Clinic Celebrates
 National Pet Dental Health Month in February

 with Special Savings on:
 Ultrasonic Cleaning and Polishing

Sub Gingival Root Planing
Digital Dental Radiography

State of the Art Anesthia Monitoring with Rapid and 
Safe Recovery Multi-Tiered Surgical Monitoring

 Call to schedule your pets dental 
evaluationwith one of our 

Veternarians today!

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Executive
Moving Systems, Inc.

Moving?
Relax and listen
to the birds sing,
the stream trickle
or the wind chime ring. . .

Let us handle the details!

“Outstanding. . .”

“Careful . . .”

“Professional. . .”

“The best move I’ve had in 20 years. . .”

Executive Moving Systems, Inc.
Servicing the Greater Washington, D.C. Area and the World

(703) 497-2700 / www.thebestmove.com

Albert P. Clark

While I was trying to 
decide what to write 
about this month, I 
came across an inter-

esting Wall Street Journal article. 
At first, I wasn’t sure if I wanted 
to address the topic of the article 
because, well, it’s a little depress-
ing. But truthfully, it could be one 
of the most important subjects I’ve 
ever covered. I want to talk about 
what happens to us when our peo-
ple pass away.

I realize that estate planning 
for pets might sound a bit extreme. 
It might sound like something re-
served for the very wealthy or ec-
centric. It is emphatically not. In 
fact, it is easy, humane, and neces-
sary for any person who shares a 
home with an animal.

Some people designate an 
amount of money for the care of a 
pet in a will. In this situation, the 
creator of the will names someone 
as the caretaker. While this is defi-
nitely a step in the right direction, 
the future caretaker is under “no 
legal obligation” to use the money 
for its intended purpose, accord-
ing to the WSJ article. For those 
who cannot afford more expensive 
alternatives, however, I do recom-
mend this option.

A safer bet is to set up a pet 
trust. This document ensures that 
a trustee is responsible for over-
seeing the financial and physical 
care of a companion animal. Either 
the trustee or someone else can be 
the caretaker, but it’s important to 
make sure that the designated per-
son is willing to accept the respon-
sibility. As an added benefit, pet 
trusts can also address animal care 
in the event of an owner’s unex-
pected or prolonged illness.

I recommend going to www.
aspca.org and searching the site for 

“pet trust”. You will find a primer 
that is exceptionally helpful in 
sorting through the details of set-
ting up a trust for your four-legged 
friends. I also recommend enlisting 
the help of an attorney to guide you 
through the process of setting up a 
trust because state laws vary. That 
said, www.legalzoom.com does 
offer a Pet Protection Agreement 
with a price starting at $39. 

At a bare minimum, please 
make some kind of plan for what 
will happen to your pet if something 
happens to you. Do not assume that 
friends or relatives will assume the 
care of your animal companion, re-
gardless of how much you expect 
that they would. Even putting your 
pet-related wishes in writing and 
giving a copy of the signed docu-
ment to several people can make a 
difference.

The bottom line is that a dog 
or cat is euthanized in this country 
every eight seconds. It is a stagger-
ing reality, and the last thing any 
loving pet parent wants is for their 
pet to become part of that grim 
statistic. And yet, shelters all over 
the country are full of animals who 
were surrendered when their own-
ers died or became disabled. 

Make your plans for us while 
the sun is shining, so to speak. If 
you wait until it’s too late, your 
furry friends could face great hard-
ship. They could quickly become 
neglected, abused, or homeless. 
Thankfully, we live in an age when 
there are legal options to ensure 
that we can all be safe if our human 
companions leave us. All we can 
do is hope that our people do the 
right thing while they’re alive and 
healthy.

Albert, a Jack Russell Terri-
er, is Chairman of the Board of Wy-
lie Wagg, a shop for dogs, cats, and 
their people, in Middleburg, Fair-
fax, Falls Church and Arlington.

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes with 
four-legged friends.
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James Morgan

From the French, “terror-
isme,” the word originally de-
scribed the 1793-94 “Reign of 
Terror” in revolutionary France; 
the first, but  not the last, time 
that progressives took themselves 
too seriously and started killing 
people.

From the 1848 upheavals in 
central Europe into early 20th-
century Russia, “terrorism” and 
“anarchism” were synonyms 
commonly used to describe the 
organized, extra-governmental  
violence of the political Left.  
Such violence from the Right, 
however one defines “right,” has 
always been sporadic and less 
organized than its leftist counter-
part.

Modern terrorism liter-
ally exploded onto the scene in 
the late 1960’s with groups like 
the IRA, the PLO, the Basque 
ETA, Peru’s “Shining Path,” Ger-
many’s Baader-Meinhoff Gang,  
the Japanese Red Army, and the 
Italian Red Brigade.   Being left-
wing, these groups always blew 
people up in the name of “libera-
tion” and “social justice.”     

Today, terrorism is largely a 
Muslim phenomenon.  And, no, 
this is not to say that all Muslims 
are terrorists.  Nonetheless, most 
modern terrorists are Muslims.  
The jihadist rationale is neither 
liberation nor social justice but 
a toxic witch’s brew of koranic 
exhortations to kill infidels, envy 
and hatred of Israel, and a manu-
factured sense of historical griev-
ance vaguely connected to the 
Crusades (which didn’t actually 
begin until 450 years after Islam-
ic armies had swept across and 
conquered what once was called 
“Christendom”).

Wikipedia defines terrorism 
as “the systematic use of violence 
as a means of coercion for politi-
cal purposes,” but that could be 
applied to warfare too and terror-
ism and war are different things.  
There are “rules of war;” not 

always followed but always un-
derstood.   There are no “rules of 
terrorism. “  There often are acts 
of kindness and restraint in war.  
There is only barbarity in terror-
ism. 

Progressives ponder terror-
ism in the abstract, hypnotically 
staring at it as one would stare at 
flames in a fireplace, and always 
seem to blame it on western im-
perialism.  It’s not the terrorists’ 
fault.   Thus is our progressive 
president naturally and benevo-
lently inclined toward Egypt’s 
Muslim Brotherhood (no mat-
ter that it is al Qaeda by another 
name).  Add a dash of their usual 
cultural relativism and progres-
sives end up saying, and perhaps 
actually believing, silly things 
like “one man’s terrorist is anoth-
er man’s freedom fighter.”   But 
while abstract terrorism may be 
reducible to a few non-judgmen-
tal lines in some freshman politi-
cal science textbook, real terror-
ism is not.

“Our humanity,” William 
Golding wrote,  “rests in the ca-
pacity to make value judgments, 
unscientific assessments, the 
power to decide that this is right, 
that wrong, this ugly, that beau-
tiful, this just, that unjust.”  We 
can and must make moral judg-
ments about terrorism even when 
progressives call us “judgmental” 
for doing so.  And the fact is that 
blowing up school busses full 
of children, flying airliners into 
buildings, decapitating hostages 
on TV, or opening fire in crowded 
shopping malls are acts of pure 
evil.  Their perpetrators are not 
freedom fighters.  

Our survival depends on our 
taking terrorism seriously and op-
posing it as forcefully as we can.  
After 9/11, President Bush said, 
“We will not waver, we will not 
tire, we will not falter, and we 
will not fail.”  But we will do all 
of those things if we refuse first 
to pass judgment on evil and de-
cide instead that terrorism is just 

Seven Loaves

Editor’s Desk

For those of us who 
live in Loudoun and Fauquier 
counties, one of our greatest 
glories, and one of our deep-
est shames, are both embod-
ied in an organization named 
for a miracle:  Seven Loaves.

The glory of Seven 
Loaves, of course, lies in the 
work that it does and the peo-
ple it brings together to fund 
and carry on that work.  

They feed the hungry, 
or at least as many as they 
can reach and feed.   

They also run a small 
“clothes closet,” a service 
that has faced growing de-
mands in the face of some 
of our unseasonably cold 
weather.

A vast majority of 
the people served by Seven 
Loaves come from Loudoun 
and Fauquier counties, but 

some (as many as 10% of 
their customers, at times, 
come from Clarke, Warren, 
Frederick Shenandoah, Page, 
Rappahannock, Cupleper 
and Stafford counties.

The shame embodied 
in the miracle, of course, lies 
both in the fact that the need 
for it exists at all (in one of 
the richest parts of the one 
of the richest countries in all 
human history.)

The organization and 
its volunteers have often 
been praised.

They need and deserve 
our most generous support.

Seven Loaves needs 
food, clothes, money and 
folks willing to donate their 
time.  

All are appreciated.  
All will be well used.

Feminism:  What REALLY Went Wrong?
Blue
Daniel Morrow

Last month’s RED rant, 
“What Went Wrong With Femi-
nism,” could well serve as a 
primer on how and why the Tea 
Party in particular, and the cowed 
moderate rump of the formerly 
GRAND and now indisputably 
OLD Party has lost the support 
of the vast majority of women in 
Virginia, in the United States as 
a whole and among significant 
numbers of moderate Republican 
women as well.

Modern “feminism” RED 
argues, has become “the enemy 
of everything feminine,” as if all 
those he considers modern “femi-
nists” can be defined by his truly 
oddball and narrowly defined no-
tion of what constitutes modern 
feminism or by his notion that 
feminists must not only meet his 
criteria, but be female at all. 

“Modern” feminism is “all 
about abortion and gay rights,” 
RED pontificates.  Nonsense. 
Those obsessions clearly define 
the modern Tea Party, and any 
number of adherents to assorted 
religious cults claiming special 
insights into the mind of God, but 
certainly not to modern feminists.

Modern feminists, RED 
continues, favor killing children 
“when their presence becomes 
burdensome.”  That’s not only 
nonsense, but an affront to every 
human being, male or female, 
who ever had to face the neces-
sity of terminating a pregnancy, 
or counsel those in that position.  
It is especially galling when ban-
died about by a passionate de-
fender of denying healthcare to 
women, children, and the elderly, 
not to mention indiscriminate 
carpet bombing of civilian popu-
lations (but that’s another story.)

Gay women, RED argues 
are all “masculine” and gay men, 
“feminine.”  He clearly hasn’t 
watched anything rated PG or 
higher in the last 40 years, read 
the news, or watched profession-
al, college, or high school sports 
lately. He clearly missed the news 
that many of our decorated veter-
ans are gay, and that the decorat-
ed veterans who are gay women 
are actually more likely to be 
harmed by their own officers and 
fellow soldiers than by their en-
emies on the field.  (Not because 
they are gay, but because they are 
women.)

Al Qaeda’s Back. 
Thank You, Mr. President.
Red

Tom Pratt

I started to write this 
month’s column last night on 
another subject while listening 
to the news in the background 
and heard a disturbing report 
that a popular restaurant in Ka-
bul was the latest attack by the 
Taliban.  With great trepidation 
I did a Google search for more 
details and to my great sad-
ness it was the restaurant that I 
feared.

While in Afghanistan a 
few months ago my journalist 
friend said we were going to a 
very special place for dinner to 
meet a friend of over 30 years 
who was back in Kabul once 
again after a period of 8 years in 
France and she was anxious to 
reconnect with him. 

As soon as we walked in I 
felt as though we had been trans-
formed back in time and were at 
Ricks in Casablanca The room 
was filled with people speaking 
many different languages and 
having a great time in a safe ha-
ven away from all the troubles 
close by out on the street. To get 
in you went through steel doors 
in an adobe wall with 2 or 3 
armed guards, then a few steps 
further another group of guards 
and more steel doors and finally 

into the restaurant.
The owner, Kamal Hamade 

greeted us with great fanfare 
and the food started coming, 
plates and plates of the best 
Lebanese and Afghan food, 
topped off with his specialty, 
Lebanese chocolate cake.

It is no longer; the Taverna 
du Liban was the restaurant at-
tacked and Kamal was killed 
along with 12 other foreigners 
and 8 Afghans.  

A tragedy that I am afraid 
will be repeated in the coming 
months, possibly years as the 
U.S. prepares to pull out.  The 
Taliban is claiming more and 
more territory all the time.

Before we started the war 
in Afghanistan there was, of 
course, repression and prob-
lems and life was not a “piece 
of cake” by any stretch of the 
imagination, but there was a 
sort of order to the chaos and 
the people had a sense of how to 
cope within their tribal cultures.  
Enter the U.S. and that order be-
came chaotic by us opening up a 
hornet’s nest of Taliban. 

 The Taliban does not want 
help, they do not want interfer-
ence from NGO’s who are truly 
trying to help the Afghan peo-
ple. 

They want the population 

uneducated and submissive.  
They do not want agricultural 
reforms replacing the poppies.  
They are religious fanatics who 
are cruel beyond imagination.

So what are we to do?  I 
wish some wise sage could 
come up with an answer.  We 
once again attacked a country 
for our own reasons and totally 
unbalanced the system and are 
now leaving a huge mess be-
hind.  Look at Iraq; same story, 
more violence than before we 
went in.  We MUST stop inter-
fering in countries where we 
know nothing about the cus-
toms or people, and stop this 
insane nation building.

Perhaps Obama recognizes 
this by his refusal to enter the 
Syrian fray and is really trying 
hard to avoid war with Iran.  I 
certainly hope that is the case 
and that the people of this coun-
try respect that and demand 
that Congress lift the sanctions 
on Iran and give diplomacy a 
chance instead of destroying yet 
another country by war.

Not only was Kamal a 
friend to all who entered his 
space he  also was a friend to 
homeless dogs who dropped by 
for great snacks each night, and 
there were many.  Who will feed 
them now………

Hypocrisy 
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an understandable reflection of 
a culture different from, but as 
valid as, our own.    That is open-
mindedness taken to the point of 
empty-headedness.  

Western civilization stands 
for human freedom and dignity; 
imperfectly to be sure, but better 
than any other by far.   Terrorists, 
whatever their rationale, are civi-
lization’s declared enemies.  We 
must clearly understand that and 
not engage in dreamy, romanti-
cized ruminations about this ugly 
phenomenon lest we fall into the 
trap of believing, then crafting 
policies around, relativistic tripe 
such as “one man’s terrorist is 
another man’s freedom fighter.”  
The stakes are too high for us to 
be that “open-minded.”

Feminists, RED contends, 
“confuse equality with same-
ness.” Nonsense.  I know of no 
feminists (and I count myself 
among them) who suffer from an 
inability to draw the distinction 
between “equal” in the “eyes of 
God,” or “equal before the law” 
and some sort of “sameness,” 
sexual or otherwise.   Indeed, 
no feminist I have ever known 
or read dismisses biologically 
determined differences between 
men and women as either “bad” 
or “merely cultural.”  (I was go-
ing to say something about RED 
herrings this point, but thought 
better of it.)

Our good RED colleague 
next argues that feminists don’t 
like the notion that women have 
babies. (!!!) The feminists I know 
love babies, adopt them, nurture 
them, mentor and teach them, 
and all too often continue to put 
up with infantile behavior on the 
part of their spouses, friends and 
partners well into their dotage.  

Hillary Clinton, RED insists, 
is not only the feminist “ideal” 
but “a woman who has never 
accomplished anything except 
as an adjunct of her husband.” 
One could argue, of course, that 
precisely the opposite was true, 
though, to the Clintons’ credit and 
the world’s gain, neither of them 
would do so.  Personally, I look 
forward to the day when RED, if 
in uniform, will stand and salute 
Ms. Clinton as his Commander-

in-Chief. 
RED’s notion of “feminine” 

perfection, “independence” and 
“success,” of course, is none oth-
er than Sarah Palin.  It is at least 
arguable that all the things that 
endear Palin to RED and her fans, 
and all the things that contributed 
to her singular lack of success in 
nearly every field of human en-
deavor, politics not least among 
them, are precisely the demands 
of an isolated, oddball religious 
and anti-feminists society whose 
norms, much beloved by RED, 
she did her best to live up to. 

Perhaps the most striking, 
sad and infuriating elements of 
Red’s anti-feminist rant, how-
ever, at least in the view of this 
old white male, was his complete 
lack of appreciation for the cen-
turies-long struggle for fair and 
humane treatment of women in 
even the most “enlightened” of 
“western” societies.

Women, RED argues, were 
somehow, magically, “given” 
their rights to vote by “men”. . . 
as if the right to equal treatment 
before the law, freedom from 
abuse, injustice and unconscio-
nable discrimination were ever 
“men’s” to “give” . . . and as if 
the struggle to obtain those rights 
and freedoms had not cost lives, 
and fortunes, and, “sacred honor” 
of generations of good women 
(and men) who, then and now 
carry on the struggle and proudly 
label themselves “feminist.” 

Goodbye and, with All 
Due respect, Good Riddance
Mark Kimball

There may be a few people 
who will miss the BCS football 
program. I will not be among 
them and here is why:

1. Intended to bring the top 
two teams together each year, the 
BCS system was composed of 
a flawed set of voting polls and 
ruined by an even worse set of 
computer rankings, best under-
stood by those who created them. 
The rest of us were left scratching 
our heads in a mathematical daze.

2. The human polls were 
not much better. Ranking teams 
too early in the season, they often 
made it impossible for a team to 
rise to the top by December sim-
ply because the team started too 
low in September. The coaches 
poll was the worst because the 
coaches, too busy actually coach-
ing, almost always assigned the 
job to someone else, whose iden-
tity and motives would remain 
unknown.

3. Even when the system 
almost worked, as it did this 
year with Florida State and Au-
burn, we still had to wonder what 
might have happened if teams 
like Oregon and Clemson had 
been included. And what about 
Michigan State? Defeating Stan-
ford 24-20, the Spartans would 
have moved on to a champion-
ship game in a playoff system.

4. The major supporters of 
the BCS were the directors of the 
bowl games who created a nifty 

system of salary and benefits that 
was totally self serving. One di-
rector paid himself more than 
$700,000 a year to oversee one 
game. Promising to be a chari-
table endeavor, it was discovered 
that less than 2% of the revenue 
went to needy causes. After the 
obligatory payouts to the teams, 
the rest went to cars, parties, 
vacation trips, payoffs and kick-
backs.

5. These things are always 
about money, but the truth is that 
there will be even more money 
now because we are closer to a 
real championship than ever be-
fore. There should also be more 
scrutiny over where that money 
goes now that the we have access 
to the financial records of the 
bowl game organizers.

6. The playoff system that 
begins this fall will not be per-
fect. Limiting the playoff to four 
teams will inevitably bring con-
troversy and result in fruitless ar-
guments and hurt feelings. But it 
is a start. It is already two teams 
better than the BCS and should 
evolve into an eight team or more 
playoff over time. Some people 
are concerned that the a commit-
tee will be meeting privately to 
choose the teams. I am all for it. 
At least now there will be open 
discussion among professionals 
that will require consideration of 
regions and teams that could just 
be ignored in the past. And these 
folks will be more transparent 
and accountable to the public than 

Letter to the Editor
Bruce Smart’s column is 

sorely missed. His style and 
thoughtfulness conveyed well-
reasoned arguments that invited 
polite reflection. 

The new column is exact-
ly the opposite. Mr. Morgan’s 
expose on modern feminism 
and vulgar attack on Simone 

de Beauvoir represent yellow 
journalism based on attitude 
not facts. Perfect example is the 
statement that Hillary Clinton 
never accomplished anything. 
Perhaps Mr. Morgan had a se-
nior moment forgetting that 
Secretary of State is considered 
an accomplishment. Sarah Pal-

in’s chief accomplishment was 
killing wolves from helicopters. 
I myself prefer peacekeepers to 
killers. 

Elaine Broadhead
The Plains, VA

To the editor of the Middleburg 
Eccentric

This is a comment or 
two on James Morgan’s arti-
cle, “WHAT WENT WRONG 
WITH FEMINISM” in the Dec. 
12, Middleburg Eccentric.

The author, Mr. James 
Morgan wrote “It was, after 
all, male legislators who voted 
to institute female sufferage”..
What a laugh!  How many years 
and how many tears must have 
been shed to gain the basic right 
to vote?!

I am not sure what a 
“Feminist” is but I don’t think 
I qualify because I hated to 
see women admitted to the 
military academies and I don’t 
think women have a place in 
combat, and I do believe in the 
sanctity of men’s clubs and it 
didn’t bother me one bit that my 
brother’s education was consid-
ered more important than mine. 
But Mr. Morgan’s article brings 
out what must be the “feminist” 

in me.
Today women still have to 

bear and raise childre, and most 
of them have to earn a living 
while the do it – not an ideal sit-
uation for the mothers, the chil-
dren and often, I suppose their 
employers.  It is a very big leap 
that women have taken in a very 
short space of time to address 
inequities of many centuries.

Mr. Morgan writes: 
“Abortion is the only way, femi-
nists claim that a woman can be 
truly free, as if a woman’s free-
dom depends on her having the 
right to kill her children when 
their presence becomes burden-
some.”  At the opposite end of 
the scale are those who think 
that a woman must bear a child 
that is the result of rape, or at 
the expense of her own life, or 
a child with serious abnormali-
ties.  Under those condition any 
woman might find bearing that 
child quite burdensome.

Mr. Morgan dismisses 

Hillery Clinton as a woman 
who has never accomplished 
anything except as an adjunct 
of her husband.  Isn’t being 
Secretary of State something? I 
admire Mrs. Clinton very much 
for the job she did as Secretary 
of State and for bbeing a good 
sport in accepting that position 
from the man who defeated her 
in a very bruising campaign for 
the presidency of the United 
States, and I admire the Presi-
dent for offering it to her.

In contrast to Mrs. Clin-
ton there is Sarah Palin who is 
described by Mr. Morgan as a 
woman “who actually has ac-
complished significant things 
on her own”. Mrs. Palin is the 
vice-presidential candidate who 
will be long remembered for 
having made national joke by 
a comedian on Saturday Night 
Live.

HOPE PORTER
Warrenton, VA

any poll or computer. As happens 
every year with the NCAA bas-
ketball tournament, the selection 
committee will be grilled and 
forced to justify its decisions. No 
wonder they asked Condoleeza 
Rice to join the group. She not 
only loves football, but will bring 

her diplomatic skills to both the 
meeting room and the press con-
ference.

We are entering a new era. 
I am with those who think we are 
moving in the right direction and 
am looking forward to a great 
college football season and the 

closest we have come to really 
determining a national champion 
on the playing field.

As for the BCS, let’s just 
say it never quite worked out. 
So goodbye and, with all due re-
spect, good riddance.
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110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588

Liberty Street
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $495,000

Commercial or retail opportunity one-half a block off the main
street • Turn-key space with parking available in the adjacent
town parking lot • 4 separate rooms and a full bath allow for
multiple uses • Would make a fine office or boutique

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Rokeby Road-Langhorne Farm
Upperville, Virginia  •  $9,000,000

450 acres in Piedmont Hunt • Improvements include 4 tenant
houses plus many farm structures • VOF easement with 100 acre
restrictions • Property is to be sold in its entirety

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,200,000

A pastoral 5 bedroom c. 1830 farmhouse and a grand stone
pavilion • Elegant but unfussy • 103 acres of open farmland •
The pavilion serves as a pool house, greenhouse, banquet room,
and guest quarters • Great views and large pond

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Canongate
Leesburg, Virginia  •  $700,000

Circa 1760's stone farm house on 6.45 acres • Beautiful wood
floors, 4 wood burning fireplaces, country kitchen with granite
countertops, bathrooms all updated • Fenced paddocks, two stables
and a machine shed

Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Cottages of Halfway
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $525,000

Two separate houses on 2 acres just south of Middleburg in
Halfway • Both houses have been renovated & offer plenty of
options • Live in one & lease the other or space for additional
family • 2nd house on one level & easily expanded • Great
location & a unique availability • Nice large storage building

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Signal Mountain
The Plains, Virginia  •  $1,950,000

160 acres terracing the Bull Run Mtns. • Stone walls through
property • Views across the entire region • Stone & cedar
carriage house with 3 bay garage and top of the line finishes •
1/2 acre pond • Gated entrance • Complete privacy • Rare find-
great escape 

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Upperville Cottage
Upperville, Virginia  •  $225,000

Cute bungalow in the village of Upperville • 3 BR • Hardwood floors
& built-in china cabinet • Remodeled in 2001 with many important
updates such as new septic in 2006, new well pump in 2009, new
furnace & water purification system in 2011 and new standing
seam metal roof in 2012 • Nice fenced yard and garage/shed

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Sunken Lane
Upperville, Virginia  •  $749,000

Prime Upperville location on 11.43 acres • Piedmont Hunt
Country • Surrounded by properties in easement •
Contemporary home • Stucco exterior • 3 BR • 2 full & 2 1/2
BA, 2 fireplaces • Spiral staircase leads to 8 stall barn • Tack
room & office • Property fenced & cross fenced

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Liberty Hill
Boyce, Virginia  •  $1,900,000

Mountain top retreat with 60 mile panoramic views of the
Shenandoah Valley • 215 acres • 1/3 pasture • Main house circa
1787 • 3 BR, 1 BA • 2 fireplaces • Random width pine floors • 2 BR,
1 BA guest cottage • Stone & frame barn circa 1787 • Remnants of
formal garden • Old cemetery • Spring fed pond • Gazebo

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905 Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Westfields
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $1,379,000

Custom home on 10 well maintained acres • Beautifully deco-
rated • Hardwood floors, high ceilings, 4 fireplaces, gourmet
kitchen • Large screened porch • In-ground pool and spa sur-
rounded by brilliant garden • 4 stall barn/3 paddocks • Full
house generator • Irrigation system for garden

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Providence Farm
Bluemont, Virginia  •  $2,650,000

42 acre equestrian property in Piedmont Hunt • Lovely 5,000 sf
home w/ 1st floor master suite •  Horse facilities include indoor
(150' x 75') and outdoor (200' x 100') arenas • 10 stall stable w/
large apartment • 8 more stalls in shed row • 6 paddocks • Cross
country course & 9,800 sf heated Morton Building

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Oakfield
Upperville, Virginia  •  $4,900,000

Stone manor house in spectacular setting • 86.81 acres • Highly
protected area in prime Piedmont Hunt • Gourmet kitchen •
Wonderful detail throughout • 5 BR • 5 BA • 3 half BA • 3
fireplaces, classic pine paneled library • Tenant house • Stable •
Riding ring • Heated saltwater pool • Pergola • Full house generator

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Iron Work Gold

Security

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Pets

Roofing

Handyman Ponds & Aquariums

Pond & Aquarium 
Installation 
& Maintenance.

Koi, Goldfish, 
Saltwater Fish, 
Corals, Invertebrates 
& Supplies.

Full Service Pond & Saltwater 
Aquarium Store.

www.blueribbonaquatics.com
Catharpin, VA  703-753-7566

Blue Ribbon Aquatics

Organic Foods

www.AyrshireFarm.com

NO!

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Wine Tasting

Wally is always tasting at 
The Aldie Peddler! 

Tue-Sun 11am-5pm
703-327-6743

Rt. 50
Historic Aldie, VA

Got Wine? 

Complete Home ServiceS

Carpentry

maSonry

electrical

plumbing

mucH more!
affordable rateS

locally owned & operated

540-313-1302
www.bvillehandyman.Com

“call the handyman!”
Licensed • Insured • Bonded

703-470-0540(Nataly)
703-473-6633(Doris)

Cleaning

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

Embroidery Home Maintenance

Make it Uniquely Personal!
Custom Embroidery for all your 

business and personal needs
540-592-9599

www.stellaandbean.com
www.companycasuals.com/stellaandbean

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114 
877-900-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair Taxi Service

ANDERSON COOPER 
GROUP

ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

Architect

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

Taxi Service
703-999-9672

Located in Middleburg
Serving 

Loudoun & FauquierCounties
Dulles, Reagan, Baltimore  Airports

 Accept Credit Cards

Call or Text early for service

For Rent

Work Shop/

Storage Bldg.

MiddleBurg.

Call for detailS.

540-687-3200

Marcelino caMpos

Campos
Landscaping

Mowing & landscaping

Oil Changing • Blade Sharpening

gutter Cleaning • pOwer waShing

540.398.6540
540.671.3847

macampos75@hotmail.com

Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Hunt Country Guide

for advertising information call 540.687.3200
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