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Glenda Cudaback

Tom Hays was honored 
when he answered 
the telephone in his 
Middleburg jewelry 

boutique and learned that the 
directors of the Oak Spring 
Library hoped he would help 
them evaluate Mrs. Bunny 
Mellon’s jewelry collection. 

“Let’s just say the call 
came out of the blue,” Tom 
explained smiling.  “I was 
honored by the request and 
excited by the prospect as I 
drove to Oak Spring, the Mel-
lon farm, for our first meet-
ing.”

Mrs. Mellon’s jewels 
were carefully secured at 
the Oak Spring Library. De-
signed by Edward Larrabee 
Barnes, the library, a skylit 
structure of white-washed 
local stone, holds more than 
13,000 garden-related books, 
many of them rare. 

She provided for the 
Library in her will stipulat-
ing that the Library was to 
receive the proceeds of the 
Sotheby’s auction.

Tom Hays discovered 
to his delight, that carefully 
boxed among hundreds of 
spectacular jewels, was a 
blue diamond, a 9.75ct, pear-
shaped diamond of such clar-
ity and depth of color that 
when Tom first saw it, he 
knew it was of astounding 
quality.

“When we began to go 
through the collection for 
valuation, two of Mrs. Mel-
lon’s staff and I were seated 
at a large table in the vault 
room of the garden library.”

We were presented with 
one box after another, each 
lead-lined, that held gems 
that took my breath away. 
Each of these boxes was 
filled with jewelry boxes of 
all sizes.  Some with personal 
notes from Mr. to Mrs. Mel-
lon, another with a note from 
Jacqueline Kennedy to Mrs. 
Mellon and another with a 
note from Jean Schlumberger 
included in objects d’art.”

“I discovered a treasure 
trove of Schlumberger jew-
elry, possibly unmatched in 
the world as a collection held 
by a single individual.  Many 
of the pieces were created for 
Mrs. Mellon personally.”  

“Also among the hun-
dreds of pieces I valued were 
three pieces that were so 
beautiful and important I re-
ally needed another profes-
sional’s opinion to be certain 

my own instincts were cor-
rect.”  

The three pieces Tom 
wanted another’s opinion of 
included a large pink dia-
mond ring; an intense canary 
diamond ring and a pear-
shaped blue diamond.”

“They were all remark-
able,” Tom says quietly, but 
the blue diamond was as-
tounding.”

“I was immediately 
overwhelmed by its beauty,” 
he recalled. I asked the di-
rector if I could drive it to a 
professional colleague whose 
experience I trust and respect 
for a second opinion.  He not 
only agreed, but arranged for 
two security guards to ac-
company me.”

So, Tom, the security 
guards and the small collec-
tion of jewels, including the 
blue diamond, took off in 
Tom’s modest Suburu for a 
professional confirmation of 
the quality of the pieces.”

There was absolutely 
no question about quality.   
In fact, the blue diamond 
was exceptional.  Tom could 
see its value reflected in the 
amazement on his colleague’s 
face when they first looked at 
it.  

“Watching my profes-
sional colleague see the blue 
diamond for the first time 
was exciting.   After a careful 
inspection, he was relatively 
certain that it was a natural 
intense blue diamond.” 

But without a valuation 
by the Gemological Institute 
of America, the blue diamond 
could not be priced for auc-
tion.  So, off it went to So-
theby’s for the GIA valuation.

Tom and his colleague 
had agreed on a value of $11 
million for the blue diamond.  
Sotheby’s valued it at $10-15 
million.

Collectors agreed about 
the blue diamond’s value.  
But Tom, his colleague and 
the GIA were a little low.

When bidding con-
cluded, Mrs. Mellon’s blue 
diamond sold for a stagger-
ing $32,645,000 to a Hong 
Kong bidder who competed 
with seven others for 20 tense 
minutes for the splendid 
stone.  The sale set a new auc-
tion record for any blue dia-
mond and for price-per-carat 
for any diamond.

Tom Hays Helps Mrs. Mellon 
Insure that Her Oak Spring 
Garden Library Will 
Grow and Flourish

Continued page  16
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We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
Virginia’s policy for achieving equal housing 
opportunity throughout the Commonwealth. 
We encourage and support advertising and 
marketing programs in which there are no 
barriers to obtain housing because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status or handicap.

All real estate advertised herein is 
subject to Virginia’s fair housing law which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, elderli-
ness, familial status, handicap or intention 
to make any such preferences, limitation or 
discrimination.”

The newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept advertising for real estate that violates 
the fair housing law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on equal opportunity 
basis. For more information or to file a hous-
ing complaint call the Virginia Fair Housing 
office at (804) 367-8530. Toll free call (888) 
551-3247. For the hearing impaired call (804) 
367-9753. Email: fairhousing@dpor.Virginia.
gov Web site: www.fairhousing.vipnet.org

BEAVERDAM BRIDGE RD, MIDDLEBURG, VA - Stone and 
stucco home on 10.88 acres 4 br, 5.5 ba. Main level 
bedroom, gourmet kitchen with granite and breakfast bar, 
custom bookshelves, 4 fireplaces, 3 car garage w/ 1 br 1 ba 
apartment, finished basement, pool. Mins to Middleburg.

Ted Zimmerman
540.905.5874

LO8268517  $1,600,000

LEITH LN, MIDDLEBURG, VA - 27+ acres, equestrian estate,  
mins from Foxcro� School & Middleburg. 5 bdrm Williams-
burg Home w/heart pine floors, 6 stall barn, tack room, 
bath & o�ice. Covered arena approx. 100' x 200', 5 pastures 
w/run-ins, galloping track & extensive trail system.

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

LO8269538  $1,950,000

Purcellville 540-338-7770  |  Leesburg 703-777-1170
WWW.ATOKAPROPERTIES.COM

MILLVILLE RD, MIDDLEBURG, VA - 54 acres just minutes 
from the town of Middleburg. Goose Creek surrounds the 
property.  Spacious light-filled dining room & living room 
w/ 4 bdrm, 5 bath. Separate 3 bdrm, 2 bath guesthouse.  
Beautiful 6-stall stone horse barn with tack room.

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

LO8269159  $3,400,000

JUST LISTED

BRIAR LN, DELAPLANE, VA- Charming stucco home situated 
on 11 very private acres. High ceilings, large windows, 
beautiful views & natural light. Vaulted family room w/ 
fireplace. 3 bdrm. Multi-level maintenance-fee deck. Trim 
work throughout. Easy Commute to DC from rt. 66.

FQ8293714  $995,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835540.687.6321

Serving our Clients Since 1939

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

$6,833,300  •  FQ7949197 $2,999,000  •  CL7939070

$990,000  •  CL8028260

$6,833,300  •  LO7840524

porch.  Deck. Invisible 

 Main Floor Master Suite with 
Fireplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 
very private acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
Finished basement with game room, exercise area 

Serving our Clients Since 1939

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM
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 Main Floor Master Suite with 
Fireplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 
very private acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
Finished basement with game room, exercise area 

CONDE RD, MARSHALL, VA - Unique property with magnifi-
cent views! Impressive archetectual rennovation o�ers 
approx 5000 sq � fin liv space, 5 bdrms, state of art 
gourmet kitchen w/Miele & Wolf Appl. Custom cabinetry, 3 
fpl, heated pool w/hot tub/waterfall, 4 stall barn, run-in 
shed, 6 paddocks, extensive fencing, 4 car garage. 2 ponds
Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

FQ8200839  $1,099,000   

 

Middleburg 540-687-6321  | Purcellville 540-338-7770  |  Leesburg 703-777-1170
WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

BEAVERDAM BRIDGE RD, MIDDLEBURG, VA - Stone and 
stucco home on 10.88 acres 4 br, 5.5 ba. Main level 
bedroom, gourmet kitchen with granite and breakfast bar, 
custom bookshelves, 4 fireplaces, 3 car garage w/ 1 br 1 ba 
apartment, finished basement, pool. Mins to Middleburg.

Ted Zimmerman
540.905.5874

LO8268517  $1,400,000
MIDDLEBURG COUNTRY INN - c.1820 brick Federal style 
Building w/ C-1 zoning* prime location* east end main st. 
Middleburg* .25 landscaped acres*O� St. pkg.*uses inc 
O�ices, antique shop* residence* other. 4,000 sq. �.+bsmt. 
Currently operating as B&B. 30 Mins. from Dulles, 60 mins. 
from DC. 

LO8226376  $1,380,000

Patricia Burns
540.454.6723

CHARTER HOUSE LN, PURCELLVILLE - EQUESTRIAN 
DELIGHT!! 16+ Gorgeous Acres, 5 Stall Show Barn, Riding 
Ring, Run-in Shed, 5 Bdr Colonial, 5600+ Sq Ft Spacious 
Living, Gourmet Kitchen, Lovely FR w Stone Fireplace, Sun 
Filled Rooms, Spacious Deck, Finished Basement with Rec 
Room, Extra Room, Full Bath, Gorgeous Wine Cellar...

LO8245968  $990,000

Joy Thompson
540.729.3428

DOUBLE WOOD LN, BERRYVILLE - Majestically positioned 
on top of the Blue Rdige Mtns, Cassique Farm consists of 
472 acres (9 parcels) that backs up to the Appalachian 
Trail. 4 bdrm, 4.5 bath w/ spectaculr views. Huge barn w/ 8 
stalls, 2 wash bays, 8 pastures, 8 run-ins, 6 wells, 4 septics, 
and 2 ponds. no detail le� undone. Meticulously designed! 

CL8447613  $10,900,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

CONDE RD, MARSHALL - Exquisite family compound has it 
all: lovely 1812 farmhouse, gorgeous pool/pool house, 4 
FP, 9’+ ceilings, high-speed internet, unique barn, mtn 
views, pond, tennis, skeet. Fenced w/ creek. Surrounded 
by properties in easements, property in VOF. Warrenton 
Hunt. Mins from I-66, Warrenton, Middleburg, hr to DC area.

FQ8451130  $2,300,000

Walter Woodson
703-499-4961

UPPERVILLE - Charming 4 bedroom house in a prime 
location! Built in 1840, & tastefully updated w/ new 
hardwood floors throughout, great baths and kitchen, & a 
working fire place! Freshly painted, bright & clean. 
Turn-key! Huge, partly finished space w/ concrete floors to 
be used as a workshop, or finished to fit the buyer's needs.
Laura Farrell
540.395.1680

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

FQ8415944  $425,000
MIDDLEBURG - Outstanding opportunity to own a state of 
the art indoor rehabilitation swimming pool, designed for 
horses, also well suited for dogs. A 24 stall, 2 tack room 
belmont barn, a shed row barn converted to garage space, 
fencing, riding ring, machine shed, numerous run in sheds 
and a pond. 
Ted Zimmerman
540.905.5874

LO8301075  $650,000

MIDDLEBURG - Historic charming residence located on 
0.74 acres in the heart of Middleburg. Stone house, HW 
floors, 7 fireplaces w/ 4 bdrms & 3.baths. Lovely front 
porch. Game room on ground floor w/ fireplace & seperate 
entrance. Beautiful gardens w/ large barn & garden shed. 
Close to shops & the many yearly Middleburg events.

LO8450912  $1,375,000

Bundles Murdock
540.454.3499

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

10000 MOUNT AIRY RD, UPPERVILLE - Extraordinary brick 
colonial on 50+ gorgeous acres in prestigious Greystone. 
Over 9000 sq.�.of spectacular living space featuring 3 
beautifully finished levels. Heated pool, tennis court and 
brilliant gardens overlook a picturesque pond with 
fabulous mtn views,in a private & secluded location!

FQ8470391  $4,300,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

3085 RECTORTOWN RD, MARSHALL - Charming cottage in 
historic Rectortown. 3 bdrm/2.5 bath home works well as a 
weekend retreat or full-time living. Viking range, soapstone 
countertops, exquisite HW floors, restful porches on 
1st/2nd lvls, wood-burning fireplace, French doors on 
1st/2nd lvls. Within 10 mins of Middleburg, MarshalI.

FQ8503814  $595,000

Walter Woodson
703-499-4961

238 FOREST RIDGE LN, BLUEMONT  - 95+ acres of PRIVACY 
in the woods with western VIEWS!!Attached 2 story 
workshop & Detached 3 story Woodshop w/ dust collection 
system & 5 horse power air compressor. Main level Master. 
Hardwood Floors thru most of home. Built in shelves & 
cabinetry. Dark Room in bsmnt. Decks, Covered Porches. 

CL8426041  $899,000

Marcy Cantatore
540.533.7453

Cover Photo by
Dee Dee Hubbard
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THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

BedlaM

Lovely horse farm with c. 1800’s fully renovated 5 bedroom, 4 bath
traditional VA farm house on 23+ acres in Blue Ridge Hunt. Light
filled Kitchen, Living Room, Dining Room, Library, Separate
Office, 1st Floor Master Bedroom, Hardwood floors, 4 fireplaces,
finished lower level. Covered Patio off  Kitchen, 5 stall barn with
feed & tack room & 2nd floor Studio. 4 fenced paddocks and great
ride out.                                                                                    $899,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 687-7700

BRooke Hill

Marshall ~ Lovely country house individually designed and arranged
over 3 floors. Superb location with privacy and tranquility but
minutes from I-66. Original farmhouse dates to 1910. Beautifully
renovated with a sizable addition added in 2003. Graciously sized
floor plan, perfect for entertaining, many built in features, separate
dining room. Two sun rooms overlooking 26 fenced acres ready
for horses.                                                                                   $1,230,000

anne Marstiller (540) 687-7808

GReen View

warrenton ~ Available for the first time in 60 years. Former home
of nationally known landscape architect Meade Palmer. 302 lovely
acres with rolling meadows, large ponds/stream and gracious
pastures. Main residence dates back to 1752 with  recent upgrades
and additions. Old stone and frame tenant house with 3 Bedrooms
and 1Bath, 9 agricultural outbuildings. 302 acres available after
boundary adjustment.                                                               $2,400,000

anne Marstiller (540) 687-7808

403 linColn Road

Middleburg ~ Fully renovated cottage in historic village of
Middleburg on quiet, dead-end street. Features 2-3 Bedrooms, 2
Full Baths, brand new Kitchen with all stainless & granite, new
Bathrooms, hardwood floors, fresh paint & new carpet. New
addition of  spacious Master Bedroom Suite with Luxury Bath,
lots of  windows & doors that open to private, back yard. 2-car
attached carport & small shed. Move-in ready!                  $339,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 687-7700

stone sCHool lane

leesburg ~Original Stone schoolhouse on 1 acre with later
additions totaling over 4000 sq. ft. on 1 level. Located on a quiet
country lane just minutes from schools, shopping and Dulles
Greenway. Lots of  potential with large rooms, stone fireplaces,
3/4 bedrooms, spacious family room and screened-in porch
overlooking beautiful views. Needs updating.              $369,900

Cathy Bernache (540) 687-7709

wind in tHe willows

Round Hill - Bluemont ~ Small horse farm on 11+ acres with
charming 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath Cape Cod style house with new
carpet, updated kitchen & baths, fresh paint & all new windows. 1st
floor Master, Family Room off Kitchen, Dining Room & Mudroom
with Separate  entrance. 5 stall  center aisle barn with tack room &
wash area. Machine shed, Garden Shed,  Run-in Shed & fenced
paddocks. Easy access to both Routes 7 & 50.                             $689,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 687-7700

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exc lusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Reduced Price

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

New Listing

It’s happening again. December 
madness is upon us. Everyone 
is in a frenzy --doing, saying, 
and eating the strangest things. 

As a dog, it all seems like perfect 
nonsense, and I’m totally confused. 

Please allow me to share a 
few observations:
1.	 Raindeer live at the North 

Pole, so they should be 
snowdeer.

2.	 Santa Claws should be a 
cat.

3.	 What on earth is a humbug?
4.	 Hard cider shouldn’t be so 

easy to drink.
5.	 Fruitcake needs to decide if 

it’s healthy or cake.
6.	 Likewise, eggnog needs to 

decide if it’s breakfast or a 
cocktail.

7.	 Leaping seems like an un-
Lordlike thing for 10 Lords 
to do.

8.	 Mistletoe sounds like a pain-

ful condition of the foot.
9.	 Don we now our gay apparel 

is not very PC. (Although 
gay apparel is usually the 
most stylish.)

10.	 Frankincense is not a suit-
able gift for anyone except 
Count Chocula.

11.	 Popcorn should be eaten, not 
strung around a tree.

12.	 Stockings are for wearing, 
not hanging.

13.	 Figgy is baby talk, not a 
name for pudding.

14.	 When visions of sugarplums 
dance through your head, 
see a doctor.

It’s far more effective to trim 
a tree with pruning shears than with 
teeny tiny light bulbs.

Furthermore, chopping down 
a tree and bringing it into the house, 
only to tell the dog and cat that they 
absolutely cannot go near it is to-
tally unreasonable. It’s a tree! In the 
house! With a water bowl at the bot-

tom! Of course we’re going to sniff 
it, climb it, and drink from it!

And I will close with a per-
sonal note to my people: Leav-
ing cookies and milk out for some 
tubby who doesn’t need them is just 
wrong, especially when I don’t get 
cookies and milk too. And also may-
be give me a heads up next time you 
decide it’s just peachy doodle dandy 
to let a random enormous guy in a 
red suit climb down our chimney 
and eat our cookies! Have a little 
respect. I’m a formidable guard dog 
with a job to do! I am super scary 
and vicious! Good luck getting by 
me! Thank goodness the big guy 
gave me a bite of his cookie so we 
could become instant best friends 
for life.

Happy holidays and keep it 
sane, people. I know you can do it, 
even if it is December!

Albert, a Jack Russell Terrier, 
is Chairman of the Board of Wylie 
Wagg, a shop for dogs, cats, and 
their people, in Middleburg, Fair-
fax, Falls Church, Arlington, and 
Woodley Park.    

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people who share Their homes with four-legged friends.
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News of Note

SalamanderResort.com  | 866.938.7370 Less than an hour from Washington, D.C. and 35 minutes from Dulles Int’l Airport

Rates from $275 – Ask About Our Holiday Packages 
Brunch with Santa • Local Beer & Wine Dinners • Christmas Eve Dinner in 

Harrimans • Christmas Day Brunch • Afternoon Tea • Family Holiday Movie 

Night • Toast to the New Year Celebration • 7-Course New Year’s Eve 

Culinary Masterpiece • The First Brunch

Give the Gift of Salamander this Holiday Season – visit SalamanderResort.com

SHARE YOURS:
#SalaMemory

good tidings & cheer
     at Salamander

SRS-DecCheers-HolidayMiddleburg Eccentric.indd   1 12/9/14   9:45 AM

    Our Trusted  Business Partner is Now Even  
   More a Part of our Bank and Ready To 

Serve Your Mortgage Loan Needs! 

Real Estate—Still a Valuable Asset! 

Call Linda Sandridge or Natalie Lacaze 
at our Middleburg branch 

to make an appointment today. 
540-687-3893 

Competitive Rates and Terms on: 

 Conventional Real Estate Loans 

 VA & FHA Loans 

 Jumbo Loans 

 First Time Buyer Loans 

 Reverse Mortgages 

Southern Trust Mortgage, LLC – NMLS 2921  

Dan Morrow

In spite of intermittent 
rain, the crowds attend-
ing this year’s Christmas 
in Middleburg parades, 

from the morning Hunt parade 
to the afternoon’s celebration 
of Santa’s official arrival hov-
ered around 6,000 and possibly 
more.

As promised major con-
struction work at the tricky tri-
angular intersection at North 
Madison and Marshall Streets 
posed no problem at all to the 
hunt and its hounds.  

The hunt parade itself, one 
of the largest in recent memory 
despite the weather, went off 
without a problem.  

With funding support from 
Town Council, Middleburg Po-
lice Chief A. J. Panebianco had 
sought and received help from 
many local law enforcement 
agencies, with many if not all 
coming from small towns and 
communities.  The result was 
traffic and crowd control that 
gave horses, riders, hounds, 
and onlookers what was argu-
ably the safest and most readily 
accessible parade ever.

With weather forecasts 
being worse than weather re-
ality, Santa’s afternoon parade 
saw a few units cancel late in 
the game, especially floats and 
other units that traditionally 

featured small children.
By all accounts the pa-

rades and the day were a suc-
cess.

Middleburg Town Ad-
ministrator Martha Semmes 
told the Eccentric she and the 
Town Staff were “very pleased” 
and said all credit was due to 
the events’ “intrepid and hardy 
corps of volunteers” and the 
equally intrepid and hardy pa-
rade participants.

Mayor Betsy Davis and 
the members of Town Coun-
cil not only participated in the 
parade, but greeted visitors 
from all over northern Virginia, 
Maryland and West Virginia.

Facebook posts and com-
ments from visitors almost 
unanimously cited the family 
atmosphere and friendliness of 
everyone at the events and in 
the town’s shops as one of the 
best reasons to make the event 
an annual tradition.

Parade Chairman Jim Her-
bert said, “Daunting forecasts 
and rain that, though intermit-
tent, was quite heavy at times 
didn’t seem to dampen any-
one’s spirits.  Clearly, lots of 
people really love Christmas in 
Middleburg.”

Middleburg Charter 
School Probation

In late November, 

Leesburg Today’s Danielle 
Nadler reported that Loudoun 
County School Board’s “Char-
ter Committee” was “recom-
mending that the Middleburg 
Community Charter School 
be placed on probation” be-
cause its Principal, Dr. Barbara 
Smith,  did “not have a license 
to teach or serve as [a school] 
administrator in Virginia.

Even though Smith is 
not directly employed by 
the Loudoun County Public 
Schools, as Principal she is 
required, like her teachers and 
other key staff, to be licensed 
by the Virginia Department of 
Education.

Left unresolved the situa-
tion threatened to endanger the 
schools contract with Loudoun 
County and roughly  $11,700 
per student in county financial 
support

Smith, has a PhD from 
the University of Toronto and 
served most recently as Prin-
cipal of the William E. Doar 
School for the Performing Arts, 
a public charter school in Wash-
ington, DC.

At its December 2 meet-
ing, the Loudoun County 
School Board formally placed 
the school on probation because 
of Smith’s “licensure deficien-
cy” and asked the school for a 
formal plan outlining what it 
would do to remedy the situa-

tion.
Smith, according to the 

Washington Post, had applied 
for her license as soon as she 
was hired by the Middleburg 
Charter board.  The State Edu-
cation Board, the report con-
tinued, required that her Ca-
nadian degrees be verified by 
an accreditation agency.  With 
accreditations in hand, in 
late November, Smith asked 
the Loudoun County Public 
Schools to re-submit an appli-
cation.

Then things got compli-
cated.  

The Post reported that 
because Smith did not include 
documentation showing that 
she had served a teaching in-
ternship in the Commonwealth, 
her license application now 
required “a recommendation 
from a school superintendent.”

No one at the state level 
had ever asked for such a rec-
ommendation, she said.  And 
because she is not, and never has 
been employed by the Loudoun 
County Public Schools (she is 
formally an employee of the 
Middleburg Charter School), 
naturally enough she had not 
only not interned in the county 
or the Commonwealth, she had 
never worked for a Virginia 
School Superintendent.

On December 8, The Board 
of Directors of the Middleburg 

Community Charter School 
announced that Smith had re-
ceived a letter dated December 
5 from the Virginia Department 
of Education indicating that, in 
their view, she “does not meet 
the Virginia licensure require-
ments.”

The Middleburg Board 
reports that it is “ . . . evaluat-
ing the information in the letter. 
The board’s understanding is 
that the decision is based on the 
VDOE’s unwillingness to ac-
cept Dr. Smith’s Certificate of 
Qualification and Registration 
(licensure credentials) from the 
Ontario College of Teachers 
qualifying her as a Principal, 
grade K-6 teacher (all subject 
areas) and grade 7-12 teacher 
(Geography, PE and Health Ed-
ucation). 

The VDOE has evaluated 
and recognized her undergradu-
ate and graduate coursework 
and PhD in Curriculum and 
Teacher Development from the 
University of Toronto and has 
accepted her educational cre-
dentials.

Smith, in response to that 
letter provided the VDOE fur-
ther information clarifying her 
background and credentials. 

Pending further develop-
ments The Middleburg Com-
munity Charter School Board 
continues to support Smith, 
saying that it “ . . .  is extremely 
grateful to have found someone 
with Dr. Smith’s expertise in 
education to build the founda-
tion for Middleburg Commu-
nity Charter School and has full 
confidence in her leadership.”

Salamander Developments

Discussions continue be-
tween the Town’s Board of 
Zoning Appeals and the Sala-
mander organization regarding 
what appears to be a critical and 
necessary amendment to the or-
ganizations amended proffer 
agreements originally dating to 
2005.

After a decade Salaman-
der is ready to begin building 
residences, streets and side-
walks on some 49 lots on its 
property on the north side of 
Middleburg.

Apparently, on the origi-
nal plans, one of the streets 
serving the new development 
had been inadvertently traced 
through property that belongs 
to the Middleburg Community 
Center.  No one wants that to 
happen, but a change requires 
formal approval.

Other issues to be re-
solved during the discussions 
include who will actually own 
the streets in the new develop-
ment:  The Virginia Department 
of Transportation (which owns 
and maintains Middleburg’s 
streets) or the Salamander Or-
ganization (which would then 
become responsible for servic-
es currently provided by VDOT 
for the Town.)

Middleburg’s Board of 
Zoning Appeals will work 
with Salamander over the next 
month or so to outline a plan, 
submit it for public hearings 
and comment, and then to Town 
Council for final approval.

Christmas in Middleburg
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News of Note
AHT Insurance Announces Alexander Green’s Retirement 
David Schaefer to be President & CEO

Armfield Harrison & 
Thomas, Inc. (AHT 
Insurance) recently an-
nounced that President 

and Chief Executive Officer Al-
exander Green will retire effec-
tive January 1, 2015.  

Green has been with the 
firm for 36 years and will con-
tinue to support the company by 

serving on the Board of Direc-
tors.  David Schaefer, current Ex-
ecutive Vice President who has 
been with the firm since 1987, 
will assume the role of President 
and Chief Executive Officer. 

Commenting on his retire-
ment. Green stated, “I want to 
thank AHT’s employees for their 
many initiatives and support of 

me during my years with the firm.  
Our culture is the best you can 
imagine and our people make this 
possible today and in the future.”  

“Our business partners and 
our clients have contributed to 
our success; and for that, I will 
always be appreciative.   I have 
enormous respect for David’s 
leadership capabilities as he be-

comes the 6th President in AHT’s 
93 years of existence.”

David Schaefer added, 
“It has been a privilege to work 
with Alex over so many years.  
His mentorship and leadership 
in developing our company and 
professionals has prepared and 
positioned AHT for continuing 
success.” 

“We will continue to ben-
efit from Alex’s experience and 
wisdom as he will remain on our 
Board of Directors.   I know the 
entire firm joins me in personally 
thanking him for his leadership 
and guidance, wishing him the 
very best for the next chapter of 
his life.”

8356 West Main Street Marshall, VA 20116

540-364-3872 • Toll Free 800-200-8663
w w w . s i l e n t p s s . c o m

According to the USFA

1/2 of residential
fires & three-fifths 

of residential 
fatalities occur in

homes with no
smoke alarms.

We provide 
PEACE of MIND

with Honesty & Integrity.

Silent Partner Security
Systems provides 

powerful, wire-free
smoke and heat 

detectors which are
linked directly to the local

Fire Department
in addition to home 

security systems.

Call today for a free 
security evaluation.

Protect your family and home.

               

Guaranteed
 Service  

 Up-Front Prices   
 Satisfaction

540.347.0765                appletoncampbell.com                703.754.3301

Holiday Happiness 
is Having Wonderful 

Customers
 

Thank you very much for your business.  
We appreciate the opportunity to serve you.  

Wishing you and your family a healthy and 
happy 2015!
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Nutcracker

Begin a new holiday tra-
dition with Manassas 
Ballet Theatre (MBT) 
as they present every-

one’s favorite classic ballet the 
Nutcracker, December 19-23 at 
the Hylton Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Manassas. While there are 
many Nutcrackers to chose from 
in the Northern Virginia area, 
MBT’s production has spectacu-
lar unique features, including 24 
full-time, professional company 
dancers supported by an ensem-
ble cast, live music provided by 
the Manassas Ballet Theatre Or-
chestra, and the stunning back-
drop of the state-of-the-art Hyl-
ton theatre.

Fresh off the debut of Co-
lin: Son, Marine, Hero, for which 
MBT received international me-
dia attention that included a seg-
ment on CBS Sunday Morning, 
the company continues it’s tradi-
tion of support for military per-
sonnel and their families with the 
opening night Salute to the Mili-

tary. Active duty and veterans are 
invited to the Friday, December 
19 performance free of charge, 
with accompanying tickets 20% 
off.  Active duty and veterans and 
their families are invited to any of 
the additional Nutcracker perfor-
mances at a 20% discount. 

This year, Nutcracker is 
honored to salute Senator Charles 
Joseph Colgan, a World War II 
veteran and the longest serving 
Senator in Virginia state history. 
Senator Colgan and his family 
will be MBT’s guests of honor 
December 19.

 Join Clara on her magical 
holiday journey that begins with 
the family Christmas party in 
Germany, and leads her through 
the magical land of Snow, the 
battle of the Rat King and the 
Nutcracker Prince, the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and all the glori-
ous entertainment offered Clara 
and the Prince, and finally back 
home, with her dreams and mem-
ories. Stunning custom scenery 

Assistance Dog Rocco Makes the Grade
Pup raised by Middleburg Academy students now faithfully serving Massachusetts girl with disabilities

“Rocco is a wonderful ad-
dition to our life.  He is 
helping Maeve build her 
independence, and he’s 

already a great friend that is 
enriching her daily life”.   - 
Colleen Broderick- Maeve’s 
Mother

For 10-year-old Maeve 
Broderick of Pembroke, Mas-
sachusetts, receiving an Assis-
tance Dog from Canine Com-
panions for Independence has 
been a wish come true.   

Like most other 10-year-
olds, Maeve loves being a Girl 
Scout, playing games like bud-
dyball, soccer stars, and dance.   
But Maeve has Cerebral Palsy. 
This makes it harder for her to 
get around, and it hasn’t been 
easy to find the kind of best 
friend she’s always dreamed 
of.  

Now that’s all changed 
thanks to Rocco III, who was 
raised from a puppy by the 
Middleburg Academy Puppy 
Club for Canine Companions 
for Independence.

Rocco’s journey began in 
2012, when Librarian/Media 
Specialist Jane Banse learned 
about the Puppy Raising pro-
gram for Canine Companions 
for Independence, the nation’s 
largest non-profit providers of 
assistance dogs for children 
and adults with disabilities.   
Jane immediately recognized 
how the responsibility of rais-
ing a puppy that would one 
day become an Assistance dog, 
would teach students about 
challenges and responsibility.   

Upon his arrival on cam-
pus as a nine-week old pup-
py, the Middleburg Academy 
“Puppy Club” worked with 
the yellow lab/golden retriever 
mix using positive reinforce-
ment, and as the weeks turned 
into months, Rocco learned to 
sit, lie down, and drop items 
on command.  

When he was just over 
a year and a half old, it was 
time for the students who came 
to love Rocco to say good-
bye.  It was time to find out 
if Rocco had what it takes to 
become a full-fledged working 
Assistance Dog.  Jane Banse 
returned Rocco to the Canine 
Companions Northeast Re-
gional Headquarters in New 
York after an emotional send-
off from Middleburg students.  

From there, Rocco spent 
six months with the organi-
zation’s instructors learning 
over 50 advanced commands.   
Rocco worked hard, and all 
his earlier training and social-
ization taught lovingly by the 
Puppy Club at Middleburg 
Academy paid off.  

In November of 2014, 
Rocco was matched with 
Maeve Broderick, whose 
mother Colleen says the dog 
is already making an amaz-
ing difference in her daugh-
ter’s life.  “Rocco has already 
helped Maeve gain more inde-
pendence and is helping her 
socially.  Rocco is an awesome 
companion who can help her 
pick up dropped items.   We 
can’t thank Jane Banse and 

the Middleburg Academy 
enough.”

Rocco’s training and 
placement was made pos-
sible by a generous gift from 
Middleburg residents and Ca-
nine Companions supporters 
Lisa and Zohar Ben-Dov.   The 
donation covers costs related 
to breeding, training, place-
ment and all follow-up servic-
es for Rocco’s working life (8-
10 years).  Canine Companions 
receives no government fund-
ing, and depends on the gen-
erosity of donors like the Ben-
Dov family to continue serving 
people with disabilities.

Saying goodbye was 
hard….but students at 
Middleburg Academy are 
overjoyed that Rocco is now 
making an amazing difference 
in the life of a 10 year old girl 
with special needs.   Congratu-
lations, Middleburg Academy!  
(And great work, Rocco!)

ABOUT CANINE COM-
PANIONS FOR INDEPEN-
DENCE: Canine Companions 
for Independence is the largest 
non-profit provider of trained 
assistance dogs with five re-
gional training centers across 
the country. Established in 
1975, Canine Companions pro-
vides highly trained assistance 
dogs to children and adults 
with disabilities and is recog-
nized worldwide for the excel-

lence of its dogs, and quality 
and longevity of the matches it 
makes between dogs and peo-

ple. There is no charge for the 
dog, its training and on-going 
follow-up services. 

For more information, 
visit cci.org or call 1-800-572-
BARK.

Wakefield School•4439 Old Tavern Road•The Plains, VA 20198
Be curious. Find your passion.

A scholarship to benefit a new incoming ninth grade student who demonstrates a 
commitment to engagement inside and outside of the classroom

ARCHWOOD SCHOLARSHIP

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL
announces the 

Visit wakefieldschool.org/rsvp, call (540) 253-7600, or email 
admissions@wakefieldschool.org to RSVP or schedule a personalized tour. 

Upcoming Events
Rising 9th Grade Parent Dinner

Wednesday, January 14 at 6 p.m.

Open House and Student Shadow Day
Monday, February 16 at 9 a.m.

and costumes set the scene for a 
world class theater and dance ex-
perience with the convenience of 
Manassas.

Tickets are available at 
the Hylton box office, www.
hyltoncenter.org, or by calling 
(888) 945-2468. For information, 
please visit www.manassasballet.
org or call (703) 257-1811.   The 
full performance schedule is:

•	 December 19, 2014 at 7:30 PM 
(Salute to the Military)

•	December 20, 2014 at 3:00 PM 
and 7:30 PM

•	December 21, 2014 at 3:00 PM

•	December 22, 2014 at 3:00 PM

•	December 23, 2014 at 3:00 PM
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News of Note

Thursday, December 18, 2014   
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Join us for Men’s Night 
at Tri-County!

It’ll be an evening of food, drink and fun. 
And the best part is, personal shoppers 
will be on hand to help you complete your 
holiday shopping! Customers receive a 
“draw for discount” at the register, free gift 
wrapping and a chance to win special prizes. 

7408 John Marshall Hwy >   Marshall, VA 20115 >   540.364.1891 

HERE’S TO MEN WHO 
HATE TO SHOP!

GET YOUR OWN PERSONAL SHOPPER 
ON MEN’S NIGHT  

tricountyfeeds.com

I GOT IT AT THE FEED STORE

New Board Members Elected 
for Less Cancer

Tom Sherman, M.D.  
Chairman of LessCan-
cer.org (Next Genera-
tion Choices Foundation 

2004 ), has announced that Law-
rence P. Fisher II of Chevy Chase, 
Md., Natalia (Ali) Pejacsevich of 
Middleburg, Va, and David Mac-
Donald of Bluemont, Va were 
elected to the Board of Directors 
this week.

“We are thrilled and hon-
ored to have these three very tal-
ented individuals on our board,” 
says Sherman. ‘Larry, Ali, and 
David will provide much to the 
leadership that Less Cancer pro-
vides.

Larry Fisher is President, 
Family Wealth Services for 
Chevy Chase Trust and is respon-
sible for providing comprehen-
sive wealth planning advice and 
overseeing services to families, 
individuals, foundations, and en-
dowments. Larry is a member of 
Beta Gamma Sigma. He is cur-
rently a member of the Suburban 
Hospital Foundation Board. Lar-
ry is also a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Atlantic Coun-
cil of the United States, Teach for 
America - D.C. Region and Ju-
nior Achievement of the National 

Capital Area. He is also a former 
Treasurer and Executive Com-
mittee member of the Board of 
The National Symphony Orches-
tra at the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter. He is the former Chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Gradu-
ate Management Admissions 
Council (GMAC). From 1995 to 
2009, he was a member of the 
Board of Visitors at Georgetown 
University’s McDonough School 
of Business.

Natalia (Ali) Pejacsevich 
graduated from Georgetown Uni-
versity with a degree in English 
Literature.   Following gradua-
tion, she lived between Kings-
ton, Jamaica and Washington, 
DC curating for the Museum of 
the Americas at the Organization 
of American States.   She then 
moved to Paris where she pur-
sued her post graduate work at 
the Sorbonne. Moving from Paris 
to London, she began working in 
Film and TV Production for a UK 
based production company that 
was ultimately acquired by BBC 
Worldwide.   Ali now resides in 
Middleburg, Virginia with her 
husband, three children, two dogs 
and various farm animals! She is 
passionate about bringing knowl-
edge regarding cancer prevention 
and awareness to the general pub-
lic.

David MacDonald is an 
advisor for the Trout Group. Da-
vid has worked with Trout since 
2004 and brought over 14 years 
of experience in healthcare bank-
ing, operations and consulting 
to Trout Capital. David has ad-
vised companies at all stages 
from start-up companies to large, 
public pharmaceutical companies 
and has executed transactions in 
hedge/venture fund placement, 
private company finance, and 
business development. David 
began his career as the CFO of 
Aptagen, Inc, a DNA and pro-
tein science company in North-
ern Virginia. He holds a BA in 
Economics and Philosophy from 
Skidmore College and an MPhil 
and Ph.D. from Cambridge Uni-
versity in Economic Theory.

 Less Cancer is dedicated to 
the prevention of cancer by rais-
ing awareness, educating, and de-
veloping strategies, policies, and 
best practices to reduce cancer 
risk.

The Next Generation Board 
of Directors also includes:  Thom-
as M. Sherman, MD, Chairman; 
Bill Couzens, Founder and Presi-
dent; Greg Lam, Vice President, 
Secretary ; KC Graham, Treasur-
er; Veronique Pittman; Margaret 
I. Cuomo, M.D., Stormy Stokes 
Hood; Miles O’Brien; John M. 
Couzens; and Maryann Donovan, 
PhD, MPH.

THThos. Hays & SonJewely
Celebrating 42 years ~ Fine Jewelry and Silver ~1972 ~2014

19 South Madison Street  • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997 • www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Spectacular  diamond necklace with 8.20 ct  of diamonds. $23,900.00

   

Raise a 
   Dog, 
Change
 a Life.

Interested in giving back to the community and making a dramatic difference in someone’s 
life?  Canine Companions for Independence, a national non-profit organization that trains 
assistance dogs for people with disabilities is looking for volunteer puppy raisers to shape 
young, curious pups into enthusiastic and responsive adult dogs, ready to meet the challenges 
of becoming assistance dogs.

 
For more information visit cci.org or call 1-800-572-BARK(2275)

JOIN US Wednesday, October 17th, to learn about Canine Companions for Independence 
Puppy Raising Program and how you can become involved. Meet local puppy raisers & observe 
training class. Location: American Legion Building, 111 The Plains Road, Middleburg, VA 20118

Y 
OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY,

OCTOBER 17th
6 - 8PM

FINAL_CCI.NER_6x4.5_PupAd.Middleb.indd   1 9/13/12   4:40 PM

Fine Art & Design
Tom Neel

The 5th Annual Holi-
day Recital presented 
by A Place To Be, 
truly achieved its 

promise of being an inspir-
ing night of courage, music 
and joy! Graciously hosted by 
Salamander Resort and Spa, 
even this year’s event became 
standing room only, with the 
300 in attendance not only 
enjoying delicious food and 
beverages - and goodies from 
the Popcorn Monkey, but heart 
warming performances by the 
talented group. 

In a manner of trust, A 
Place To Be’s Director, Tom 
Sweitzer, introduced the or-
ganization’s many beloved 
pupils with a passionate, yet 
educational delivery.  

Performances by Ryan 
Lowry, Forrest Allen, Scott 
Meeker, Jack Wood, Amy 
Stone, Brendan, and Cameron 
Friedrich and so many more, 
shined with entertainment.  
The range of music covered 
holiday standards, all the way 
to a lively song and tap dance 
performance by Blake O’Brien 
and even a cute hip hop song 
sung by Diana Flannery in her 
dashing red dress, with Veron-

ica Brown on drums!  Dorothy 
Longwell did a wonderful job 
with “Let it Go” from Frozen 
and little crooner Jonny Curtis 
belted out his best to round up 
the holiday spirit in all of us.

Performer James Small 
gave his heartfelt apprecia-
tion to ardent supporter Mag-
gie Bryant, as well as the eve-
ning’s host Sheila C. Johnson, 
who brought the evening to a 
close with an helpful $5,000 
donation. 

There is an intimacy 
found in this show which 
Sweitzer so kindly gave 
credit to the support of the 
Middleburg community for.  
He, along with Kim Tapper, 
Angelle Cook, Ashley Jewell, 

Tracy Swope and Kyle Board-
man, work with such a wide 
range of clients in their mis-
sion of helping people face, 
navigate, and overcome life’s 
challenges using the therapeu-
tic arts.  But they always say A 
Place To Be is a place for ev-
eryone and especially encour-
age all of us to at least have 
a greater understanding and 
love for both those with chal-
lenges and their families and 
caregivers.  For more informa-
tion please visit - aplacetobe.
org or call 540-687-6740

A Place To Be did an 
outstanding job of putting the 
happy in Happy Holidays!

Santa Clause is
Coming to Round Hill!

The Round Hill Volunteer Fire Dept.
will escort Santa around the Town of Round 
Hill on Saturday and Sunday, December 20th 
and 21st beginning at around 10 AM (listen 
for the sirens!). Saturday’s tour will cover 
South of town in the Stoneleigh, Fallswood 

and Lake Point subdivisions, while Sunday will 
cover the North section of the Villages and 
the rest of Round Hill.  We will be accepting 
new, unwrapped Toys For Tots donations and 
non-perishable food donations for local food 

banks.  Come see Santa!!
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News of Note
Senator  Jill Vogel 
Joins Senators in Proposed 
Legislation to Assist 
Survivors of Sexual Assault 
on Virginia Campuses

Senator Jill Holtzman 
Vogel (R-27) is joining 
Senator Barbara Favola 
(D-31) and Senator Jen-

nifer Wexton (D-33) to submit 
legislation to assist victims of 
sexual assault in college cam-
puses. 

The bill would require 
Virginia’s Colleges and Univer-
sities to enter into a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) 
with a local Sexual Assault Cri-
sis Center to ensure that campus 
survivors of sexual assault have 
immediate access to a confiden-
tial advocate who can provide a 
trauma informed response that 
includes an explanation of op-
tions for moving forward. In-
formed consent increases the 
likelihood that survivors will 
participate in reporting to law 
enforcement and will partici-
pate in the adjudication process. 

Colleges and Universities 
must also take steps to hold of-
fenders accountable.  

This Includes protocols 
that address the following:

--Provide an option for 
survivors who do not want to 
make an official report to make 
an anonymous report, 

--Provide amnesty for sur-

vivors who are concerned that 
an official report might  jeopar-
dize their academic status, 

--Provide clear guidance 
on linking victims to commu-
nity resources. 

“This legislation will sig-
nificantly strengthen protections 
for sexual assault victims at our 
colleges and universities,” de-
clared Senator Jill Holtzman 
Vogel (R-Fauquier). “Moreover, 
the bill implements practical 
and workable safeguards that 
will aid in ensuring the perpe-
trators of these crimes will be 
brought to justice.”

Senator Favola noted that 
“Survivors need to feel empow-
ered to come forward and be 
supported in ways that enable 
them to fully participate in the 
prosecution of their attackers.”

“This isn’t a partisan issue, 
we all agree that more needs to 
be done to protect victims of 
sexual assault on Virginia’s uni-
versity campuses,” stated Sena-
tor Wexton.  “Putting victims in 
touch with independent advo-
cates who are specially trained 
to provide advice and support is 
an important first step to make 
victims feel safe and empow-
ered.”

Recipients Named for 
James Peyton Atkins 
Memorial Award 

The James Peyton Atkins 
Memorial Award was re-
cently presented to Anya 
Parks from Wakefield 

School and Cady Eldredge from 
The Hill School. Not pictured 
was recipient Rowan Fuchs, from 
Wakefield School.

The scholarship, named in 
honor of James Peyton Atkins, is 
offered annually to students from 

The Hill School and Wakefield 
School. Applicants are asked to 
write an essay about the Civil 
War.  James Peyton Atkins was 
James Atkins’ grandfather who 
fought in the Civil War.

Award recipients receive 
a monetary award from James 
Atkins, along with a certificate 
of achievement from the Mosby 
Heritage Area Association. 
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News of Note

Ladies...

with the Manassas Ballet Theatre Orchestra

MANASSASBALLET.ORG

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.HYLTONCENTER.ORG 
OR BY CALLING (888) 945-2468

TICKETS: $55, $45, $35, $25
DECEMBER  19 -23 ,  20 1 4

THE HYLTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

TH
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 Middleburg • Virginia  
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Business & Professional Association 
Presents 2014 Awards

New awards were an-
nounced recently 
when the Middleburg 
Business & Profes-

sional Association presented 
their annual awards to encour-
age, promote and support the 
business community.   Recog-
nized with the “Generations/
Noble Citizen Award” was Dee 
Dee Hubbard, co-founder and 
editor of the Middleburg Ec-
centric.

	 Designed to recognize 
an individual who has been a 
“key part of the community and 
who has shown extraordinary 
generosity and commitment 
in both time and investment to 
help our town flourish and pros-
per,” the Noble Citizen Award 
presentation came as a wonder-
ful surprise to Hubbard.

	  “I am immensely 
honored by this recognition,” 
Dee Dee said.  “I am devoted 

to Middleburg and to our com-
munity.  Nothing gives me more 
pleasure than to help insure the 
Village’s success and to contrib-
ute to the health and stability of 
our business sector.”

	 The first winner of this 
award is someone who is al-
ways the first to step up to help 
or support others who are trying 
to good things for our town, ac-
cording to the MBPA.  

	 This person is always 

present and accounted for when 
a need arises and is so much a 
part of the life of Middleburg 
that we have all bee guilty of 
taking her for granted, the pre-
sentation continued.

	 Also honored at the 
MBPA presentations were:  For 
Community Spirit, Middleburg 
Charter School; for Customer 
Service, Hospitality, Julien’s;  
for Customer Service Profes-
sional Services; Middleburg 

Smiles; for Outstanding Retail, 
Toni Gauthier; for Entrepreneur 
of the Year, Mt. Defiance Cidery 
and Distillery;  

The inaugural Heri-
tage Award was presented 
to Foxcroft School, and the 
new Traditions Award went to 
Christmas in Middleburg.

The annual Promotion and 
Marketing Award went to The 
Middleburg Film Festival.

The Mosby Heritage 
Area Association, the 
Northern Virginia Pied-
mont preservation and 

education organization, recently 
honored David Blake and Scott 
Kasprowicz with the organiza-
tion’s Heritage Hero Award.  

The Heritage Hero award 
is given to individuals or groups 
in the Mosby Heritage Area who 
have made major contributions 
to the preservation and conser-
vation of the natural and cultural 
resources in this area. 

David Blake

David is the owner of his-
toric, 550-acre Buckland Farm 
in Buckland. He has been active 
with the Buckland Preservation 
Society for fifteen years, serving 
as President and now as Chair-
man. 

David is the recipient of the 
2007 Stewardship Story award 
with the Cultural Landscape 
Foundation, a national organi-
zation promoting stewardship 

through preservation.  
David’s interests include 

farming, foxhunting, thorough-
bred breeding, polo, pleasure 
driving, and historic architecture 
and preservation. He is a native 
Virginian. 

Scott Kasprowicz

 Scott serves as Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
ADR Software, LLC, is a Co-
Founder of NuRide Inc., and 
serves as Executive Vice Chair-

man of AVX Aircraft Company. 
He is an avid conservation-

ist, an environmental impact ad-
vocate, an entrepreneur, business 
and government leader, and com-
munity philanthropist. He served 
as Deputy Secretary of Transpor-
tation for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia as part of Governor Tim 
Kaine’s administration and was 
influential in numerous planning 
and development initiatives in-
cluding the advancement of the 
Dulles Rail project. 

He serves on a number of 

boards, including the Piedmont 
Environmental Council, the Land 
Trust of Virginia, and the Virginia 
League of Conservation Voters. 

Previous winners of the 
Heritage Hero Award, includ-
ing Senator John Warner, Karen 
Hughes White,  Janet White-
house, Hope Porter, Linda New-
ton, Robert H. Smith, Su Webb, 
Lori Kimball, Bob Sinclair, Rob-
ert Lee, Walter Nicklin, John 
Fishback, Mary Fishback, and 
Mitch Diamond. 

David Blake and Scott Kasprowicz 
Honored by Mosby Heritage Area
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Dr. Robert A. Gallegos

Radiographs (x-rays) are 
used in medicine and 
dentistry as part of an 
evaluation during pe-

riodic health screenings and for 
investigation of specific health 
issues.  Comparing digital x-rays 
to conventional film is similar to 
comparing digital photography to 
conventional photography.  Digi-
tal is generally preferred due to 
the ability to acquire an immedi-
ate image, elimination of environ-
mentally hazardous chemicals, 
lower radiation and the ability 
to enhance the image.  Digital x-
rays, like digital photographs, can 
be enhanced to increase their clar-
ity and diagnostic ability. It is also 
easy for the doctor to share digi-
tal images with other health care 
providers by sending an electronic 
file.  In some situations conven-
tional x-rays are still helpful, i.e., 
where the cost of purchasing digi-
tal sensors may be prohibitive or 
if digital sensors are not available.

Digital dental x-rays use a 
very small amount of radiation 
that is directed precisely to the site 
where it is needed.  Radiographs 
play a critical role in dental exami-
nations and treatment.  The conse-
quences of not taking x-rays are:  
missing a disease process in its 
early stages which leads to more 
expense, more treatment and in-
creases the chance of a poor health 
outcome.  The diagnostic advan-
tage provided by radiographs far 
outweighs the exposure concern.  
Your x-ray frequency should be 
determined by your dentist who 
knows your dental health his-

tory.  If you have healthy teeth 
and gums your x-rays will be less 
frequent than if you get cavities or 
have gum disease.

The following list will allow 
you to compare dental radiographs 
with other sources of radiation that 
you may encounter in your life.  In 
the United States, radiation dose 
is usually measured in millirem 
(mREM).  The average person in 
the U.S. is exposed to 300-360 
mREM in background radiation 
each year, add 100 mREM if you 
live at high altitude like Denver, 
Colorado.  Background radiation 
is the radiation we are constantly 
exposed to from the environment.  
As you can see, digital dental x-
rays are very low exposure.

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos is a 
Fellow in the Academy of General 
Dentistry, he is on the faculty of 
Spear Education, a member the 
American Academy of Cosmetic 
Dentistry, the American Academy 
of Dental Sleep Medicine and the 
American Dental Association.  Dr. 
Gallegos practices dentistry in 
Middleburg, VA.  www.Middle-
burgSmiles.com.

A Place To Be 
ACG Architects
Aldie Heritage Association
American Water Resources Association
Bank of Charles Town
BB & T Bank
Beck & Call Services
Bendure Communications
Blue Ridge Hospice
Boxwood Winery
Briar Patch Bed & Breakfast
Business Help
Catherine “Bundles” Murdock
Chester Business Services
Climatic
Clites Architects, Inc.
Country Classics
Creighton Farms
Crème de la Crème
Deerchase
Duchessa
Focus Wealth Management
Foxcroft School
Golden Dreams Theraputic Riding
Goodstone Inn 
Greenhill Winery & Vineyard
Highcliffe Clothiers
Home Farm
Home Neat Home
Hunt Country Accommodations 
Hunter’s Head Tavern
J.R. Snider, Ltd.
J.T. Ferguson Real Estate
Jane Covington Restoration

Journeymen Saddlers, Ltd
Les Jardins de Bagatelle
Long & Foster Real Estate
Lou Lou
Market Salamander
Meadowkirk @ Delta Farm 
Melmore, Inc.
Middleburg Bank
Middleburg Common Grounds
Middleburg Community Center
Middleburg Country Inn
Middleburg Eccentric
Middleburg Eye Care Center
Middleburg Hunt
Middleburg Millwork
Middleburg Orthopaedics
Middleburg Printers
Middleburg Real Estate/Atoka Properties
Middleburg Smiles
Middleburg Spring Race Association
Moore, Clemens & Company, Inc.
Morgan Stanley Wealth Mgt.
Mosby Heritage Area Association
National Sporting Library & Museum
O’Donnell & Co.
Olio
Patusky Associates
Piedmont Environmental Concil
Popcorn Monkey
Print Management, Inc.
Red Fox Inn/Red Fox Fine Art
Richard Allen Clothing
Salamander Resort & Spa
Second Chapter Books

Shenandoah Fine Chocolates
Sheridan Macmahon, LTD
SONA Bank
Spirit Serving Veterans
Suntrust Mortgage
Surrey Title
The Care of Trees
The Christmas Sleigh
The Community Community Music School
The French Hound
The Fun Shop
The Grooming Room
The Hill School
The McGhee Foundaton
The Outpost
The Scout Guide 
The Studio Grooming Salon
Thomas & Talbot Real Estate
Thos. Hays & Son Jewelry
Three Crowns
Three Fox Vineyards
The Unison Advisory Group
Tilton Enterprises
Town of Middleburg
Tully Rector
Turnure Architecture
Union First Market Bank
Upper Crust
Visit Loudoun
Washington Fine Properties
Woodville Hall Capital
Wylie Wagg
Yount, Hyde & Barbour

The Middleburg Business and Professional Association
Would like to thank the community for supporting our members in 2014.  

We look forward to doing business with you in 2015.

Now is the time to join MBPA for 2015!
For more information visit our website at

www.visitmiddleburgva.com
On Facebook & Twitter at Visit Middleburg

2014 Members

News of Note
How Safe are 
Dental X-rays?

Medical

Miscellaneous

Dental

Digital Bitewing X-rays (2)
Digital Fullmouth Series X-rays (18)
Digital Panoramic X-ray
Conebeam CT Scan
Film Baised X-ray (1)
Film Based Fullmouth Series (18)
Film Based Panoramic

0.65 mREM
6.0 mREM
1.0 mREM
2.9-6.8 mREM
1.0 mREM
18.0 mREM
2.0 mREM

Brain Ct Scan
Head & Body CT Scan
Gastrointestinal X-ray series
Mammogram
Chest X-ray

80-500 mREM
1100-1800 mREM
800-1400 mREM
70-100 mREM
80 mREM

Airport Scan
Cross Country Airline Flight
Cooking with Natural Gas
Smoking 30 cigarettes/day

0.01 mREM
3-5 mREM
10 mREM/year
1300-6000 mREM/year

CORRECTION

The review of the film
Force Majeure was written by  Elisabeth Arnold
But was incorrectly credited to Maddie Dargis

Our sincere apology to Ms. Arnold and Ms Dargis.

November 20, 2014 Issue
Middleburg, Eccentric

Editor’s Note
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News of Note
Tom Hays Helps Mrs. Mellon
Continued from Page 1

Oak Spring Garden Library

Often described as one of 
the most compelling horticul-
tural repositories in the nation, 
the Oak Spring Garden Library 
was Mrs. Mellon’s proudest 
achievement, just as gardening 
was her greatest pleasure.  

	 Recently described as 
“Bunny’s Grand Finale” the 
Sotheby’s Auctions drew $218 

million for the Library.  This 
will greatly benefit the Gerard 
B. Lambert Foundation, the 
foundation she created in 2002 
in her father’s name.

The Library includes Ra-
chel Lambert Mellon’s cele-
brated collection of rare books, 
manuscripts, works of art and 
artifacts relating to gardening, 
landscape design, horticulture, 
botany, natural history and 
travels.  For those of you who 

have not yet visited the Garden 
Library, it is well worth invest-
ing a telephone call and a sun-
ny afternoon in a trip there.

Five thousand visitors 
viewed her collection at Sothe-
by’s Auction House and 98% of 
the 1,551 lots were sold.

In addition to jewelry, 
Mrs. Mellon’s collection in-
cluded art, furniture and deco-
rative objects.  Sotheby’s esti-
mate of $100 million was, in 
the end, more than doubled by 
the final sale of $218 million.

Tom Hays, whom no one 
would describe as “a country 
jeweler,” reminds one of Dick 
Powell in The Thin Man mys-
teries.  His modesty and charm, 
and the beautiful pieces he of-
fers create a sophisticated and 
discrete atmosphere in which 
every customer feels well 
served and special.  

A talented goldsmith, 
Tom creates pieces that gesture 
to times gone by, and his beau-
tiful engagement and wedding 
rings are prized throughout the 
metropolitan area.

“Valuing Mrs. Mellon’s 
jewelry was an experience far 
beyond my expectations, it is 
definitely the high point of my 
career” he concluded.  “Her 
kind and devoted staff at Oak 
Spring honor her memory in 
everything they do.  They were 
an invaluable help to me. Their 
civility is an absolutely accu-
rate reflection of hers.”

To contact The Oak Spring 
Garden Library, visit the web-
site, www.oakspring.org.

To contact Tom Hays, 
please email www.thoshay-
sjewelers.com, or telephone 
540 687 6997. 

36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg
540.687.3333

Seasons Greetings from 
Goodstone Inn & Restaurant

Warmest wishes for a very happy holiday season!

Give a gift of The Good Life with a Goodstone gift card!

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM  /  WWW.PLAYACATIVO.COM

;
Goodstone Dec. 2014 Ad Middleb. Ecc. _Layout 1  11/24/14  4:03 PM  Page 1

Loudoun Medical Group, 
P.C. (LMG), a group of 
93 physician practice 
sites whose service ar-

eas span over 1,400 square miles 
throughout northern Virginia, re-
cently expanded its presence in 
the local community by launch-
ing its first retail outlet.

 LMG was formed in June 
2000 by 13 physician practices 
that shared the goal of maintain-
ing daily decision-making au-
tonomy in their practices, while 
capitalizing on a “strength in 
numbers” approach to various 
long-term practice management 
activities.  

LMG has since blossomed 
into one of the largest and most 
diverse physician-owned, multi-
specialty group practices in Vir-
ginia, providing a highly sophis-
ticated structure of management 
and clinical support services to 

its 983 employees, including 252 
healthcare providers who render 
services throughout over 700,000 
annual patient visits. 

LMG’s retail expansion 
was marked recently with the 
Grand Opening of Scrubs Plus 
by LMG at Dulles Town Center 
Mall in Sterling..  The retail out-
let not only offers a diverse array 
of medical scrub selections, but 
LMG also uses the site to pro-
vide patient education, as well as 
enhance LMG’s visibility within 
the community, offering “Find A 
Doctor” tools and other similar 
services to put patients in touch 
with healthcare services they 
need.   Expanding into retail ser-
vices is a natural extension for 
LMG, whose annual revenue 
from medical services exceeds 
$125 million. 

 In addition to LMG’s pro-
vision of healthcare services and 
newly-developed retail services 
offered to the community, LMG 
oversees the Loudoun Medical 
Group Charitable Foundation, a 
not-for-profit organization estab-
lished to facilitate the provision of 
healthcare services and economic 
aid to other charitable organiza-
tions and to charitable endeavors 
in general.   The Loudoun Medi-
cal Group Charitable Foundation 
recently approved the distribu-
tion of $75,000 to local charities 
including the Loudoun Free Clin-
ic; Loudoun Abused Women’s 
Shelter; Loudoun County Fire 
& Rescue Department; Loudoun 
Therapeutic Riding; Loudoun 
Interfaith Relief Food Bank; Ar-
lington Food Assistance Center; 
Loudoun Habitat for Humanity; 
Loudoun First Responder Foun-
dation; Loudoun Laurels; and 
A Place To Be.   Representatives 
from several of the current dona-
tion recipients were in attendance 
at the Grand Opening of Scrubs 
Plus by LMG in order to accept 
these donations.

  Loudoun Medical Group 
is dedicated to delivering high-
quality patient care in the midst of 
unparalleled change in the medi-
cal field, and the LMG Board of 
Directors and Management Team 
invite the community to join the 
group in celebrating its recent ex-
pansion at the Grand Opening of 
Scrubs Plus by LMG on the sec-
ond floor of Dulles Town Center.

Loudoun Medical Group 
Opens ‘Scrubs Plus’ 
in Dulles Town Center
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THThos. Hays & SonJewely
Celebrating 42 years ~ Fine Jewelry and Silver ~1972 ~2014

19 South Madison Street  • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997 • www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & SonJewely

Classically beautiful diamond necklace with 2.47ct of fine diamonds $6,995.00

Christmas In Middleburg
Middleburg, VA

Places & Faces

His

Hers

Gifts For Everyone On Your List
And Something For You Too

Now Located At
112 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA
Mon - Sat 10-6 | Sunday 12-5 | 540-687-5633
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Places & Faces
Middleburg Hunt Parade
Middleburg, VA
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Places & Faces
Christmas In Middleburg Parade
Middleburg, VA

PRINce ROAd HUNT BOx CLIFF MILLS

BULL RUN MOUNTAIN

Several very nice building sites over the 51 acres,
each affording great privacy in an "A" location-
minutes from Middleburg, Marshall, and The
Plains. In the heart of  the Orange County Hunt
territory. The  2400 Sq.ft., 3 bedroom 2.5 bath house
is  in pristine condition, and could serve as an ideal
guest house or  weekender while  developing a
main residence.  Surrounded by land in   protective
easements. Land can be divided.              $1,275,000                                    

THE PLAINS
REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Contact Chris Malone
cell: 540.454.3775           

4301 Fauquier Avenue
The Plains, VA 20198
ofiice: 540.253.5050

Lovely 405 acres in northern Fauquier County.
Long state road frontage, pond, streams,
privacy, expansive mountain views, woodlands,
pasture, and varied  terrain. In 3 parcels.
Significant conservation tax credit   potential.
Property in land use.                                $5,950,000

Totally charming and extremely well constructed
stone and log home on 3 acres (2 lots), minutes from
Middleburg and The Plains. Great seclusion in a
lovely mountain setting adjacent to protected lands.
Two native stone wood burning fireplaces in kitchen
and dining room,  2/3 bedrooms, 2 full and 1 half
bath, antique wood flooring, superb finishes.
Additional mountaintop cabin with wood stove.
Priced to sell.                                                      $389,000

THE PLAINS MARKET & DELI

Thriving convenience store and gas station on Main
Street, approx 1 mile from I-66, exit 31. Deli, kitchen,
convenience store and all equipment and inventory.
Building, fixtures and equipment all in very good
condition. This is the only gas and   convenience store
in town. Room for expansion.  Financials available to
qualified prospects.                                               $1,449,950

Com
me
rcia

l

Chris Malone 540-454-3775 

Approximately 160 acres in a superb Northern Fauquier location. In conservation easement 
and adjacent to similarly protected lands. High, open, and rolling terrain, with water, stone 
walls, woods, and super views to the southwest and nearby hills. Orange County Hunt Fix-
ture. 
                                                                            

ThePlainsRealty.com

Rockley Farm
$2,560,000

51 acres of gently rolling wooded land, great privacy, water sources, on a quiet gravel lane, with 
stone walls and long road frontage . Improved by a perfectly maintained 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
house with working fireplace, first floor master, antique hardwood flooring, and other quality 
finishes- a perfect hunt box!  

Prince Road
$1,295,000

Approximately 405 acres west of Warrenton in Fauquier County. Varied terrain with ex-
pansive views, deep woods, open,rolling fields, 2 ponds, and long state road frontage. In 
3 parcels, carrying approximately 20 division rights, offering great conservation tax credit 
potential.
                                                                            “Turner Mountain”~ $649,000

On 14+ acres in a very private setting yet minutes from 66 and Middleburg this elegant four 
bedroom, four and one half bath 7000 square foot house is in superb condition and is an 
exceptional value with: gourmet kitchen, spectacular post and beam “trophy” room with 
massive stone fireplace, lower level pub, gym, and steam room, gas log fireplace(s), 2 Koi 
ponds, perimeter board and wire dog fencing, invisible fencing, large professional work-
shop/garage, 2 car attached garage, security system, sprinkler system, generator, and wine 
room. Designed for entertaining and casual country living and extremely well landscaped. 

Woodward Road ~ $995,000

Cliff Mills ~ $5,950,000

Approximately 43 acres, with expansive views to the west and south, mix of open and wood-
ed land, great elevations, stone walls, water, located between The Plains and Middleburg, 
Orange County Hunt territory, in scenic easement.
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161 Hatcher Ave, Purcellville, VA - Great opportunity on 1910 
Victorian with approx 2,000 sq ft on almost 1/2 acre. Zoned C-4 
commercial in down town Purcellville. This zoning allows for 
multiple possible uses including retail, office and medical. Street 
parking and walk to restaurants and shops in down town area.

LO7952357
$429,900

COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703.296.2347

36004 Bell Rd, Round Hill, VA - Orchard Cottage - Rare oppor- 
tunity to own a circa 1800 historic stone home with pool, gardens 
and incredible bucolic, pastoral, unobstructed **VIEWS** Lovingly 
maintained and restored - 3 bedrooms, Large Living area with Stone 
Fireplace, original detail in tact, eat in kitchen w/ wood st. Private 
and serene, yet minutes from town. Won’t last!

LO8072878
$325,000

MARQUI SIMMONS
703.774.6109

40619 Sousa Pl, Aldie, VA - Beautiful luxury home on over 
an acre in private neighborhood. Open floor plan perfect for 
entertaining with large family room, gourmet kitchen with granite 
ss appliances. Amazing covered ceranda and deck. Huge master 
bedroom with sitting area and elegant bath suite. Hardwood floors 
upgraded moldings, irrigation system. Great commuter location.

LO8075422
$790,000

36611 Wynhurst Ct, Middleburg, VA
$739,900

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

ROCKY WESTFALL
540.219.2633

161 Hatcher Ave, Purcellville, VA - Great opportunity on 1910 
Victorian with approx 2,000 sq ft on almost 1/2 acre. Zoned C-4 
commercial in down town Purcellville. This zoning allows for 
multiple possible uses including retail, office and medical. Street 
parking and walk to restaurants and shops in down town area.

LO7952357
$429,900

COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703.296.2347

36004 Bell Rd, Round Hill, VA - Orchard Cottage - Rare oppor- 
tunity to own a circa 1800 historic stone home with pool, gardens 
and incredible bucolic, pastoral, unobstructed **VIEWS** Lovingly 
maintained and restored - 3 bedrooms, Large Living area with Stone 
Fireplace, original detail in tact, eat in kitchen w/ wood st. Private 
and serene, yet minutes from town. Won’t last!

LO8072878
$325,000

MARQUI SIMMONS
703.774.6109

40619 Sousa Pl, Aldie, VA - Beautiful luxury home on over 
an acre in private neighborhood. Open floor plan perfect for 
entertaining with large family room, gourmet kitchen with granite 
ss appliances. Amazing covered ceranda and deck. Huge master 
bedroom with sitting area and elegant bath suite. Hardwood floors 
upgraded moldings, irrigation system. Great commuter location.

LO8075422
$790,000

ATOKA PROPERTIES 
www.atokaproperties.com

Purcellville 540-338-7770
Leesburg 703-777-1170

MIDDLEBURG REAL ESTATE
www.middleburgrealestate.com

540-687-6321

Find us on Facebook!

 

 

    
    

SOLD

Serving our Clients Since 1939

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

$6,833,300  •  FQ7949197 $2,999,000  •  CL7939070

$990,000  •  CL8028260

$6,833,300  •  LO7840524

porch.  Deck. Invisible Fence.  2 car garage. Freshly 

 Main Floor Master Suite with 
eplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 

ivate acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
basement with game room, exercise area 

Serving our Clients Since 1939

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118
OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

$6,833,300  •  FQ7949197 $2,999,000  •  CL7939070

$990,000  •  CL8028260

$6,833,300  •  LO7840524

porch.  Deck. Invisible Fence.  2 car garage. Freshly 

 Main Floor Master Suite with 
eplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 

ivate acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
basement with game room, exercise area 

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118OFFICE 540.687.6321  FAX 540.687.3966 WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

ATOKA PROPERTIES 
www.atokaproperties.com
Purcellville 540-338-7770
Leesburg 703-777-1170

MIDDLEBURG REAL ESTATE
www.middleburgrealestate.com
540-687-6321

Find us on Facebook!

 

 

    
    

SOLD

 

 

    
    

SOLD

35900 ALLDER SCHOOL RD, ROUND HILL, VA
$1,490,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399   

 

    
    

SOLD

36727 LEITH LN, MIDDLEBURG, VA
$1,950,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

23368 PARSONS RD, MIDDLEBURG
$800,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

36579 MOUNTVILLE RD, MIDDLEBURG, VA
$2,890,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

LAND
WAVERLY HEIGHTS LN, MIDDLEBURG

TED ZIMMERMAN
540.905.5874 $199,000

 

    
    

SOLD

12704 MOUNTAINHOUSE LN, PURCELLVILLE

TED ZIMMERMAN
540.905.5874 $350,000

 

 

    
    

SOLD

36974 NORTH FORK ROAD, PURCELLVILLE

MO CHATFIELD-TAYLOR
540.454.6500 $1,399,000

 

 

    
    

SOLD

21062 HOODED CROW DR, LEESBURG

COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703.296.2347 $574,000

 

 

    
    

SOLD

 

 

    
    

SOLD

38284 JOHN WOLFORD RD, PURCELLVILLE

BILLIE VAN PAY
703.966.7036 $799,900

 

 

    
    

SOLD

581 PINE GROVE RD, BLUEMONT, VA

$210,000MARY ROTH
540.535.6854

 

 

    
    

SOLD

12076 LEEDS CHAPEL LN, MARKHAM

ROCKY WESTFALL
540.219.2633 $1,100,000

19433 LOUDOUN ORCHARD RD, LEESBURG
$629,500

 

 

    
    

SOLD

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

    
    

SOLD

 

 

 

    
    

SOLD

21212 HIBBS BRIDGE RD, MIDDLEBURG
$399,900

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

    
    

SOLD

34855 WILLIAMS GAP RD, ROUND HILL
$649,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

37568 BERRYMAN LN, MIDDLEBURG
$1,250,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

203 BUCKMARSH ST S, BERRYVILLE, VA

PATRICIA BURNS
540.454.6723 $479,500

 

Thank you for making 
   2014 a successful year! 

     
WISHING YOU A  MERRY CHRISTMAS!

 

 

    
    

SOLD

2851 DELAPLANE GRADE RD, DELAPLANE

PATRICIA BURNS
540.454.6723 $450,000

 

    
    

SOLD

19744 RIDGESIDE RD, BLUEMONT, VA

$950,000MARCY CANTATORE
540.533.7453  

 

    
    

SOLD

16764 HILLSBORO RD, PURCELLVILLE, VA

$650,000MARCY CANTATORE
540.533.7453 

 

 

    
    

SOLD

109 O ST, PURCELLVILLE, VA

$223,000ROCKY WESTFALL
540.219.2633

18153 LINCOLN RD, PURCELLVILLE

COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703.296.2347 $489,000

 

 

    
    

SOLD

 

 

    
    

SOLD

308 HENDERSON CT, BERRYVILLE
$449,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

37360 JOHN MOSBY HWY, MIDDLEBURG

$780,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

1530 WESTON LN, MIDDLEBURG
$245,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

13223 LOYALTY RD, LEESBURG
$5,500,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

1285 ROKEBY RD, UPPERVILLE, VA 
$475,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

5 BURKE CIR, HAMILTON, VA
$317,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

37771 HUGHESVILLE RD, PURCELLVILLE

$625,000COLLEEN GUSTAVSON
703.296.2347

 

 

    
    

SOLD

LAND - - BLUEMONT, VA
$350,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

230 MARKET ST W, LEESBURG, VA
$599,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

3115 FOX MILL RD, OAKTON, VA
$769,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399   

 

    
    

SOLD

 

 

    
    

SOLD

LAND - - ZULLA, MIDDLEBURG, VA
$225,000

PETER PEJACSEVICH
540.270.3835 

SCOTT BUZZELLI 
540.454.1399  

 

 

    
    

SOLD

9510 BRIAR LN, DELAPLANE, VA

GEORGE ROLL
703.606.6358 $799,900

 

    
    

SOLD

1283 HORSEFIELDS LN, UPPERVILLE, VA

GEORGE ROLL
703.606.6358

$7,900,000

CAROLE TAYLOR
703.577.4680

PAUL KAKOL
703.303.2733

 

 

    
    

SOLD

17792 BROOKWOOD WAY, PURCELLVILLE

GEORGE ROLL
703.606.6358 $675,000

 

    
    

SOLD

3660 DUNIGAN CT, CATHARPIN, VA

GEORGE ROLL
703.606.6358 $598,990
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McGowan associates
540.687.5523

Telephone (540) 687-6500  
P. O. Box 500  

Middleburg sVirginia 20117 

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS

rokeby road

Beautifully sited in the heart of the Piedmont, this 48+ acre
parcel is surrounded by spectacular estates & offers total
privacy & seclusion in a wonderful setting. Comprised of open
meadows & lush woodlands, the property is bordered by
Goose Creek. The hilltop building sites offer incredible views
& sounds of the rushing water. Easy access to Routes 17 and
50 for commuting to DC.                              Motivated seller

ebenezer cHurcH

A spectacular 88 acre parcel at the foot of  the Blue Ridge
Mountains on a quiet country lane.Surrounded by beautiful  estates
& picturesque horse farms, the property is ideally located just north
of Middleburg & south of  Bluemont. The land is open & rolling
with a strong stream.It is presently used for pasture & hay. It is an
ideal setting for a gracious country estate & perfect for equestrians.  

$1,195,000

Halcyon crest

Land nestled snugly between the past and the  present, finding
the best of  both worlds in your own private haven of  happiness.
This extraordinary 82+ acre property, with   winding creeks and
towering trees offers total   privacy and seclusion in a gorgeous
woodland setting. Original homestead ready for complete
renovation and offered “as is” as a jewel in the rough. Located
in the heart of  “Hunt Country”.                                   $1,399,900

Frazier Hill

Two beautiful wooded parcels totaling 12.72 acres offer
spectacular views of the valley. Located on the eastern slope
of the Blue Ridge Mountains in a private setting. Includes a
4 bedroom perc site that was previously approved by
Loudoun County.                                                          $200,000

crooked bridGe

Beautiful 10 acre parcel offering spectacular frontage and
views of Goose Creek. Mature hardwood trees, private road
and installed well are some of  the features of  this parcel.
Convenient to Leesburg, Middleburg and Purcellville with
easy access to the Dulles Greenway. Totally private in a
glorius setting!                                                              $399,000

Grasslands

Stunning land includes 20 gorgeous acres at the foot of  the
Blue Ridge Mtns. Lush fields bordered by mature trees &
offering spectacular views. Located in the heart of  the
prestigious Piedmont Hunt Territioy, this is a perfect setting
for a beautiful country estate. Accessed by a picturesque
country road, yet with easy access to Route 7 or Route 50.
Approved perc site, land in easement.                            $480,000

www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com
Licensed in Virginia and West Virginia. Offer subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Awesome Sponsors and Advertisers! Despite the Rain! Thanks to all volunteers, Town staff, trash monitors, 
parking assistants, police, sheriffs, troopers, gator donors, staging site and 
parking site contributors, angel sponsors, advertisers, hearty parade entrants 
and  participants, retailers and restaurateurs opening their doors, and thanks 
to Everyone Who Came to Christmas in Middleburg. A joyous message of cele‐
bration got thousands of visitors  to move their feet, despite the rain.  
Once they got here, our thanks to everyone who moved their hearts!  

% Volunteers %

John  Bull 
Bill  Carney 
Jorge   Carvajal 
Sheri   Conrad 
Gloria  Dawson 
Reggie  Dawson 
Matt   Dost 
Jo Ann  Hazard 
Kevin  Hazard 

Browning Herbert 
Jim   Herbert 
J.J.   Herbert 
Stewart   Herbert 
Tommie   Herbert 
Dee Dee  Hubbard 
Fritz   Hutchison 
Punkin  Lee 
Rich  Luttrell 

J.T.  Moger 
Franklin  Payne 
Cindy  Pearson 
Steve  Plescow 
Ron  Poston 
Ken   Reid 
Tom   Sweitzer 
Donna  Strama 
Jerry   Tumblin 

Especial  thanks  for work and support above and beyond the call  from Middleburg Police 
Officers; Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department Deputies and Auxiliaries; Virginia State Po‐
lice Troopers; Town of Middleburg staff Marvin Simms. GATORS/RTVs provided by; Locust 
Hill Farm, Dean Elgin at New Virginia Tractor; and Jeff Browning at Browning Equipment 

Christmas In Middleburg Parade
Middleburg, VA
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Kristen Kirchner, Sam WM, Patty Bates Milligan and Nate Daley

Melvin Johnson and Gus Forbush

National Cathedral Choir Members Author John Anderson and his wife Ellen, Fairfax Hunt

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

Merry Christmas ~ Tom Hays

Barry Magner and Autumn McCollough

Deb Alexander and Su Webb Rainbow therapeutic 
riding program

Betsy & Bob Burnett Warrenton Hunt

Snook Bates and Gretchen Kuney.

Kate & Chet Fannon.

Joan Antonelli, Charles Carroll, Sr, Helen Walker and 
Baker Johnson.

Stephen & Lisa Viella Al & Gray Carr GriffinJudy Allen & Nina Fox

Bridgette & Brian Wilson, Peter Pejacsevich, Jill Vogel 
and Ali Pejacsevich

Chris & Shonna Call

Gretchen Kuney and 
Rita Kaseman

Brianne & Ludington Sells and NIck & Brandy Greenwell

Heather Kamberg and 
Holly Bacal.

Hunt Country Christmas Ball
Salamander Inn & Resort, Middleburg, VA
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Virginia Horse Shows Association 2014 Hall of Fame and Year End Awards
The Homestead, Hot Springs, Va, Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Philip Bourassas, Marianna Wade, Glenn Moody and Jane Gaston

Trinity Hammerschmidt Grand Champion Pony Hunter

Denice Perry presents Elizabeth Wiley with the Amateur Sportsmanship Award

Kenny Wheelerinducts Tommy Serio into the VHSA Hall of Fame

Chris Wynne presents Pam Baker with the Horse Person of the Year Award Barbara Chappell, Teresa Ramsay and Lorretta Gray

Jimmy Lee inducts Jane Gaston into the VHSA Hall of Fame

Stuart Landin, Jane Gaston and Grace Stuntz

Diana Dodges “Sir Thomsom” was inducted into the VHSA Hall of Fame by 
OLiver Brown and Ernie Oare

Barry Jackson, Jimmy Lee, Clyde Poarclt and Sandy Gerald

Diana Dodge, Oliver Brown, Miranda Scott and VHSA President Jimmy Lee

Claiborne Bishop, Gordon Reistrup, Maria Shannon, 
High Performance Working Hunter Champion

Karen Zambrano and Gordon Reistrup
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Progeny

Adults and children of 
all ages are invited to 
join Foxcroft School 
students in celebrat-

ing the holiday season Sun-
day, Dec. 7, with a spectacular 
Christmas Pageant,” followed 
by a visit from Santa Claus, at 
the Middleburg, Va., school. 
The performance, which is 
free, will begin at 2pm in the 
Engelhard Gymnasium. Locat-

ed in Foxcroft’s Athletic/Stu-
dent Center).

The pageant is a tradition 
that was started by Foxcroft 
founder Charlotte Haxall No-
land soon after the School was 
established  in 1914. Each year, 
Foxcroft’s new students and 
Chorale present the nativity 
story as a gift to the community 
using Miss Noland’s script  -- 
which includes several charac-

ters you won’t find in the Bible 
along with some animals you 
will. Live donkeys, goats, bun-
nies, and birds have all made 
appearances in recent years. 
Non-stop music and beautiful 
costumes that have been part of 
the show for decades are also 
featured.

Karin Thorndike, Chair 
of the Fine Arts Department 
at Foxcroft, directs the per-

formance, assisted by Chorale 
Director Eric Dombrowski.  A 
committee of students, led by 
senior Allison Bejar and McK-
enna Andrews, comprise the 
Technical Crew.

For years, the Pageant 
was held during the week and 
Miss Noland would send a bus 
to pick up all the  students at 
Middleburg and Banneker El-
ementary schools. “We went to 

the gym and sat on mats,” re-
calls Jane Lockhart, a lifelong 
Middleburg resident who seen 
more than 50 Foxcroft pageants 
dating back to 1950. “After the 
Pageant we would all go to an-
other building that is gone now 
and get in line at a window that 
had the letter of our last names 
posted above it. When I got up 
to the window I would get two 
presents: something to play 
with and something to wear. 
This would happen every year 
and clothes always fit.”

While clothes and toys 
are no longer distributed, good-
ie bags, prepared by Foxcroft 
students, will be shared with 
all the children in attendance 
when Santa Claus arrives, fol-
lowing the Pageant. Photos of 
children with Santa and/or his 
three elf assistants are always 
fun too!

The pageant is the culmi-
nation of a weekend devoted to 
community outreach and holi-
day activities at Foxcroft. On 
Friday, the students and faculty 
forego dinner to buy and pack 
huge care packages for needy 
families in the area. They also 
make gifts for residents of the 
Loudoun Longterm Care Facil-
ity and cards for servicemen 
as well as the School’s support 
staff. On Saturday, girls will 
assist at Breakfast with Santa 
at the Middleburg Charter Ele-
mentary School and Foxcroft’s 
float will be a highlight of the 
Christmas in Middleburg Pa-
rade.

The highlight of the week-
end, however, is the Pageant 
and all are invited! Foxcroft 
is located on Foxcroft Road 
(Route 626), four miles north 
of the center of Middleburg. 
For more information, call 
540.687.4511.

FOXCROFT SCHOOL PAGEANT
Live animals, Santa highlight afternoon of fun and tradition 

Because “What 
I Want to Be 

When I Grow Up” 
Changes Daily

Childhood is about trying on lots of different ideas, 
identities and interests. The Hill School’s academic 
and co-curricular programs let each child explore 

every subject and activity, so they can find out 
where they excel, and appreciate where others do. 

Through every lesson, we encourage the development 
of strong character, self-confidence, a sense of 

community and a love of lifelong learning. 

Because a great education is not just about what they 
learn. It’s about who they become. 

We invite you to visit our unique 
village-style campus in Middleburg, VA 

to find out more. TheHillSchool.org

Grades JK-8  |  Join us for our upcoming Information Session, 
Thursday, December 18th at 9:00am.

204 E FEDERAL STREET | MIDDLEBURG, VA 20118

I WONDER... 

ROBERT A. GALLEGOS, DDS & RONALD D. JACKSON, DDS P :  5 4 0 - 6 8 7 - 6 3 6 3  |  w w w . M i d d l e b u r g S m i l e s . c o m 

There are many ways to approach dental conditions and there are a wide array of options 

available today. If you feel your case might be complicated, or you still have questions 

about your choices, you can trust Dr. Gallegos to give you his honest clinical opinion.

Dr. Gallegos has advanced clinical training, years of experience and the ability to explain 

and help you easily understand your options. 

Consider a Second Opinion Appointment for:

People often seek a second opinion  before major surgery. 
Why treat complex dental problems any different? 

Call us to arrange your Second Opinion Appointment.

• THOROUGH DIAGNOSIS
• TREATMENT OPTIONS

• SKILL AND EXPERTISE
• TO PUT YOUR MIND AT EASE

Annual Leadership Conference at Highland School

Students from Foxcroft, 
Saint Anne’s-Belfield, 
Flint Hill and Freder-
icksburg Academy joined 

Highland’s Upper School stu-
dents recently for the 6th annual 
Leadership Conference.

An integral component of 
Highland’s Leadership program, 
this conference brings together 
students and faculty from differ-
ent schools to engage in activi-
ties and share perspectives on the 
knowledge, skills, and qualities 
essential for effective leadership. 

This year’s student work-
shop topics, facilitated by High-
land Leadership Studies students, 
included: Empathy and Social 
Change; Group Dynamics; and 

Models of Leadership. While stu-
dents were in workshops, faculty 
from participating institutions 
had time to share best leadership 
development practices and cur-
riculum ideas.

The day kicked off with 
a special assembly to welcome 
Jennifer Sheehy, Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary in the Office of 
Disability Employment Policy 
(ODEP), US Department of La-
bor.   The mission of ODEP is to 
develop policy that increases job 
opportunities for youth and adults 
with disabilities. 

Prior to her current posi-
tion, Jennifer spent 10 years at 
the US Department of Education 
in many roles, including acting 

Director of the National Institute 
on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research, acting Deputy Com-
missioner of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration and 
Special Assistant to the Assis-
tant Secretary of Office of Spe-
cial Education and Rehabilitative 
Services. 

She came to the Depart-
ment of Education from the 
Presidential Task Force on Em-
ployment of Adults with Disabili-
ties where she was Senior Policy 
Advisor and served a detail as 
Associate Director in the White 
House Domestic Policy Council. 
Before she joined the task force 
staff, Jennifer was Vice Presi-
dent of the National Organization 

on Disability and Director of its 
CEO Council. Jennifer earned 
a B.A. from Cornell University 
and graduated with honors from 
Georgetown University, where 
she received her MBA.

 Ms. Sheehy stayed to join 
Piedmont, Highland and Found-
ers scholars in the Hazel Library 
for luncheon and an additional 
discussion on ‘Advocacy and 
Leadership’.

Middleburg Marauders secure a 2nd place finish

The Middleburg Maraud-
ers, a U12 boys soccer 
team consisting of play-
ers from Blue Ridge 

Middle School, The Hill School, 
and Mercer Middle School par-
ticipated in the Richmond Strik-
ers Fall Classic Soccer Tour-
nament Nov. 8-9, 2014.   Over 
250 teams across multiple age 
groups arrived for a weekend of 
non-stop soccer at Capital Park 
in Richmond, VA.  The Maraud-
ers played some very talented 
teams from around the region 
and fought hard to secure a 2nd 

place finish in their division.  
Congratulations to:

Soren Roberts (#1), Ri Benefield 
(#4), Essa El Haj (#6), Aris Rob-
erts (#8), Alden Long (#9), Tom-
my Jenkins (#10), Aidan Mc-
Manamey (#12), Luke Haefner 
(#14), Thomas Gunnell (#15), 
Wright Morris (#17), Lewis Ince 
(#18), Grant Stewart (#19)

Thank you to Coach Kerrie Jen-
kins and Coach JJ Kern
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Highland School 
Thanksgiving Food Drive

The 2014 Thanksgiving 
Food Drive to benefit 
the Fauquier Commu-
nity Food Bank at High-

land School was  a great success, 
thanks to the generosity of our 
Highland community.   High-
land’s total school donation was 
4,698 pounds, up from the 3,324 
pounds donated to the food bank 

last year.
Additionally, Highland’s 

Senior class continued their tra-
dition of sponsoring one tur-
key per Senior with a donation 
of $660.   As well as collecting 
wish list items for the food bank, 
student groups in each division 
hosted an assembly to generate 
awareness for the larger issue of 

hunger and poverty.   In the Up-
per School, students heard from 
Mr. Tom Baccei, longtime volun-
teer and Board President for the 
Fauquier Food Bank who said 
they hope to offer Thanksgiving 
dinner baskets to 800 families in 
Fauquier, up from 650 last year.

please join us for the
4th annual auction & reception

Anthony 
Misia

Lauren
Mary

Donna
Hwa

Teresa
Gail 

Cody
Charles T. 

Barham
Broadhead
Bruce
Champion
Clark
Crawford
Duke
Guirreri-Maslyk
Leeser
Matheson

Nadler
O’Connor
Ohrstrom
Riedel
Ross
Thompson
Walker
Weiner
Williams
Zimmerman

Marcia 
Stephanie

Lilla
Katherine 

Brittany Beiersdorf
Dana Lee 

Antonia
Diane R. 

David 
Cathy 

for auction info and
inclement weather schedule

ar tofthepiedmont.org

Middleburg
Community

Center

Friday
February 20

5:30 –8:30 pm

Mary Champion
Unison Farm III

a benefit for the Middleburg Montessori School

Wakefield eighth grader 
Spearheads Shop with 
A Cop donation

For the second year in a 
row, Wakefield School 
eighth grader Justine 
Jones raised money 

for Fauquier County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Shop with a Cop program. 
But this year, she raised more 
than twice as much money as last 
year!

She and fellow middle 
school students Molly Cesanek 
and Gabby Handford raised the 
funds through a bake sale for 
all middle schoolers. Last week, 
Justine handed over a check 
for  $370.72 to the  Fauquier 
County Sheriff’s Office during a 
middle school meeting.

The Shop with a Cop pro-
gram is organized by volunteers 

from the law enforcement com-
munity to provide assistance and 
support to the youth of Fauquier 
County. The group’s main goal 
is to provide an opportunity for 
a better Christmas for Fauquier 
children and teens who have 
been adversely affected by crime, 
abuse or other situations which 
required law enforcement action. 
Using donated funds, Deputies, 
Officers, and Troopers take each 
child or teen shopping at Wal-
Mart. They are  then treated to 
breakfast with fun social activi-
ties, a visit with Santa,  and gift 
wrapping.

Next year, Justine plans to 
make the bake sale schoolwide in 
order to raise even more

Wakefield fifth grader 
raises more than $800 
for Smile Train

Wakefield fifth grader 
Andrew Renz re-
cently spearheaded 
a campaign that 

raised $873.25 for Smile Train, 
an organization that sends trained 
doctors to different countries to 
perform cleft palate surgery for 
free.

Renz was inspired to raise 
money from reading the fifth 
grade Literature book,  Wonder, 
by R.J. Palacios. The main char-
acter in the book  was born with 
extreme facial deformities. 

With the support of his 
teachers, Andrew and his class-
mates organized a two-day bake 
sale that was held over six lunch 
periods to raise the money. 

Wakefield eighth grader 
spearheads Shop with a Cop do-
nation

For the second year in a 
row, Wakefield School eighth 
grader Justine Jones raised mon-
ey for Fauquier County Sheriff’s 
Office Shop with a Cop program. 
But this year, she raised more 
than twice as much money as last 
year!

She and fellow middle 
school students Molly Cesanek 
and Gabby Handford raised the 
funds through a bake sale for 
all middle schoolers. Last week, 
Justine handed over a check 
for  $370.72 to the  Fauquier 
County Sheriff’s Office during a 
middle school meeting.
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Lungeline

•Veterinary Care with a personal flare!  
•Convenient, country setting, flexible hours 
•Come to our clinic, or we will come to you!
•State of the art equipment -digital xray, dental unit, 
   ultrasound
•We treat horses, alpacas, dogs and cats.
•Reasonably priced, no hassles or waiting lines
•On-line pharmacy, products delivered to your door
•Small animal surgery at our clinic

CUSTOMER: Tally Oaks - Tania 
ADDRESS:  
CITY:   
STATE: 
DATE: August 5, 2013

43 E Colonial Hwy     Hamilton, VA  20158
phone (540) 338-8412 fax (540) 338-3045

Back, White,
Brown and
Hunter Green

1
9
3
0
2

Small Animal Clinic & Surgery

Acupuncture & Chiropractic

Equine Clinic & Medical Boarding

House calls for all pets

540-338-7081Veterinary Service
Small Animal Clinic & Surgery

Acupuncture & Chiropractic

Equine Clinic & Medical Boarding

House calls for all pets

540-338-7081Veterinary Service

Tania D. Woerner VMD

Tally Oaks Veterinary Service

19302 Silcott Springs Road

Purcellville, VA 20132

540.338.7081

www.tallyoaksvet.com

Hot Rize — Genuine “HOTY”
 Lauren R. Giannini

In 2014, Hot Rize accomplished 
steeplechasing’s version of the 
dream-come-true: the 10-year-old 
gelding, owned by Holston Hall, 

trained by Russell Haynes, and ridden 
by Willie McCarthy, started four times 
and won two timber stakes in stellar 
company to win the National Steeple-
chase Association’s Timber Horse 
championship. 

For all that it took years for the 
homebred to bloom, the young trainer 
– he’s only 27 — never lost faith in the 
horse.  

“Hot Rize is the last homebred 
we have left and my dad was high 
on him,” said Haynes, who grew up 
around horses, riding races and gallop-
ing for his trainer father, the late Bruce 
Haynes. “After a good start, Hot Rize 
didn’t do very well. He wasn’t breath-
ing. He couldn’t relax and run the way 
we knew he could — he was a different 
horse at home. I think Hot Rize needed 
my father.”

Several months after the young 
horse’s racing debut in fall 2007, Bruce 
Haynes passed away. He was only 46. 
His wife Anne and the boys — Rus-
sell, Will and Aaron — carried on with 
the farm, but Hot Rize, who even at 
three had shown exceptional ability, 
remained a puzzle. 

They sent him to trainer Karen 
Gray, also based in Tennessee. She 
started foxhunting Hot Rize, who 
learned to breathe and relax even as he 
learned to enjoy running and jumping 
following hounds in full cry. After a 
therapeutic year off, Hot Rize ran four 
times in spring 2011. At the Aiken Fall 
Meet (SC), he broke his maiden over 
hurdles with a nearly 30-length win in 
a field of 10. In November, at Callaway 
(GA), he finished second in his timber 
debut. Two weeks later, with Will in 
the irons, Hot Rize won the open tim-
ber at the Colonial Cup (SC).

After three timber starts in 2012, 
Hot Rize returned to Russell who was 
busy putting together Holston Hall, 
a syndicate of owners, comprised of 
himself, his mother Anne, and several 

like-minded foxhunting enthusiasts: 
Rob Banner, Ryan Broyles, Brian Fer-
rell, Bobby Kirk, and Charlie Nulsen. 

“I met Russell foxhunting with 
Tennessee Valley Hunt about three 
years ago — we’re two Tennessee boys 
who done good,” said Broyles. Mar-
ried to a small animal vet, they own 
three horses and both get out hunting 
whenever they can.

“But I had no idea I would be 
part owner of a timber Horse of the 
Year,” added Broyles. “If you’d told 
me in college I’d own horses, I’d 
say you were crazy, but it’s just been 
incredible. Anne and I went to the 
Middleburg Spring Races in 2013 at 
Glenwood Park. Hot Rize won the 
Middleburg Hunt Cup and that was our 
first trip to the winner’s circle. What’s 
so neat about Hot Rize is that his MO 
is to hang in the bank and in the last 
quarter- or half-mile, he makes his 
move. There is no feeling in the world 
like that.”

Rob Banner, president of the 
Great Meadow Foundation, would sec-
ond that sentiment. He joined Holston 
Hall about a year ago to support Rus-
sell. He had no expectations, but he 
remembered that the Haynes family 
always had nice horses and generally 
beat him at shows. He still has the red 
and yellow ribbons. 

“Russell’s dad and I grew up 
together. We rode together and com-
peted against each other in little family 
shows,” recalled Banner. “Most every-
one else did gaited horses. We were the 
odd men out, we did hunter-jumper. I 
didn’t know it at the time, but it forged 
my relationship with the Haynes fam-
ily.

“Hot Rize is a nice horse, but I 
didn’t have the slightest clue he would 
be a national champion,” continued 
Banner. “We were a one-horse syndi-
cate, running against big owners like 
Irv and Diane Naylor, who came up 
to congratulate us when Hot Rize won 
the Gold Cup. It was crazy, like getting 
shot from a cannon.”

Russell had always maintained 
that Hot Rize was a Gold Cup horse. 
In fact, the horse was tipped to win in 

May 2013, but he tied up earlier in the 
week and ran sixth. This year, Hot Rize 
went into the $75,000 Virginia Gold 
Cup timber stakes at odds of 10-1 and 
crossed the finish line three-quarters of 
a length in front of a game drive by Or-
ganisateur, followed by Kinross Farm’s 
Old Timer. Grinding Speed, 2013 win-
ner and favorite at 2-1 odds, finished 
fourth.

The Gold Cup win catapulted 
Hot Rize into first place for his first ap-
pearance in the sanctioned standings. 
On October 18, he cemented his bid 
to be Timber Horse of the Year in the 
NSA yearbook by driving to a one-half 
length win in the $50,000 New Jersey 
Hunt Cup. In his season finale, Hot 
Rize finished third in the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup, for total earnings of $79,400 
and the Timber HOTY title. 

Hot Rize owes part of his suc-
cess to his pilot, Willie McCarthy, who 
dominated the jockey standings to gar-
ner the dual championship on earnings 
of $735,400 and 23 wins. 

Charlie Nulsen, who hunts with 
Blue Ridge, joined Holston Hall be-
cause Russell and Teddy Mulligan, Hot 
Rize’s trainer until last winter when he 
moved to Seattle, Washington, were 
convinced that the horse would win the 
Gold Cup. Nulsen, who didn’t exactly 
feel their faith, especially after that 
sixth in 2013, figured he would chalk it 
up to experience. Two weeks later, Hot 
Rize missed the winner’s circle by a 
nose in the $40,000 Radnor Hunt Cup.

 “Russell, who I believe is truly 
gifted, put the training on himself,” 
recalled Nulsen. “He raced Hot Rize 
carefully during the fall and trained un-
der terrible conditions that winter. He 
remained very optimistic all spring, 
very committed to Hot Rize, and then 
did exactly what he said he would do 
and won the Virginia Gold Cup.”

Nulsen was in England fox-
hunting when this story was written 
and sent his contribution by email. 
He summed up Russell Haynes quite 
neatly: gifted, optimistic, committed, 
and a very hard worker. Setting out to 
train a champion timber horse from the 
get-go is a tremendous undertaking, 
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Theodora Randolph Field Hunter Champion: 
Stretch, A Very Special Horse
Lauren R. Giannini

Piedmont Foxhounds’ Stretch 
and Laurie Ambrose won the 
finals of the 2014 Theodora 
A. Randolph Field Hunter 

Championship. After four days of 
qualifying hunt with Orange County, 
Blue Ridge, Loudoun Fairfax, and 
Piedmont, 74 horse-and-rider com-
binations from 23 hunts in Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Ten-
nessee had qualified for the finals, 
held the morning of the Virginia Fall 
Races, October 4, at Glenwood Park. 

The championship is primarily 
all about the horses, because the right 
one can mean glorious days in the 
field, especially when hounds are in 
full cry. The rider is also key to being 

scored well in terms of a smooth per-
formance and horsemanship skills. 
The judges included Helen Brettell, 
Middleburg Hunt; Snowden Clarke, 
Orange County Hounds; Liz McK-
night, ex-MFH Elkridge Harford 
Hunt; Ginny Perrin, MFH Deep Run 
Hunt, Cameron Sadler, MFH Moore 
County Hounds; Lincoln Sadler, 
Moore County Hounds. Clark served 
as field master for the mock hunt over 
the historic racecourse. Kathleen 
O’Keefe, having won several titles 
over the years, judged Best Turned 
Out. 

It was Ambrose’s first time to 
enter the national championship. Ten 
years ago, she became President and 
CEO of Lung Cancer Alliance, man-
aging its move from the West Coast 
to Washington, D.C. LCA is now 

recognized as the premier non-profit 
dedicated to patient support and ad-
vocacy for those living with or at risk 
for lung cancer. 

“My husband Chris and I had 
a window in terms of our work and 
time. We’ve both been juggling a 
lot, but Chris said ‘Let’s go and en-
joy the wonderful new country, meet 
new friends and see old friends’ and 
I have always had such a wonder-
ful horse,” recalled Ambrose. “Such 
a proud but humbling honor to win, 
and I have really enjoyed this bucket 
list experience of a lifetime. I hope 
the championship continues to grow. 
It was such so special, particularly 
the level of the horses and riders.”

Ambrose praised Stretch, her 
14-year-old Quarter Horse–Thor-
oughbred gelding. “We have a won-

but Haynes uses hills and foxhunting 
to get the horses fit and understands the 
importance of not pounding on hard 
ground, of keeping the horses fresh, of 
them liking their jobs. 

“The greatest lesson I learned 
from my father is hard work,” Haynes 
said. “The most important thing is to do 
what you want to do, no matter what it 
is. He encouraged us to pursue our pas-
sions. There was never any pressure on 
us to do horses. He just wanted us to go 
all the way once we found it.”

His “it” is training timber horses 

and Hot Rize provided the perfect op-
portunity to fulfill his legacy. “Accept-
ing the award in South Carolina after 
the Colonial Cup meant everything to 
my family, my partners and to me,” 
Haynes said. “Hot Rize is a homebred. 
That was my family’s first champion-
ship. We all knew he had it in him. It 
was just a matter of time. He’s a late 
bloomer, always has been. He’s big. He 
had a problem with nerves. He learned 
to put it together mentally and finally 
physically. He’s 10 coming on two.”

derful, symbiotic relationship. I just 
let him do his job. I never worry. He 
knows intuitively what to do,” she 
said. “We never have a bad day. I try 
to get out of his way. He’s priceless 
— a horse who knows what to do, 
when and how. He’s terrific.”

Stretch and Ambrose have 
been hunting together for more than 
10 years. She rode as a child grow-
ing up in New York State, mostly 
equitation, and didn’t really have an 
opportunity to foxhunt until 20 years 
ago when she met and married Chris, 
who was hunting with Snickersville 
Hounds. The Ambroses have hunted 
with Piedmont since early 2000. By 
the way, Chris and Satch also quali-
fied for the finals.

The winning rider’s mother, 
Rose Fenton of Charlottesville, had 
to be persuaded to attend the finals. 
“My mother said ‘I always worry’ 
— she thought that I was going to do 
a steeplechase — it was incredibly 
special to have her there. Mom has 
brushed Stretch, fed him carrots, and 
watched us go off hunting. It was a 
wonderful experience for all of us.”

As for the photo caption er-
rors: Casanova Hunt’s Eduardo Co-
ria and Denali earned the Reserve 
Championship Field Hunter and 
the Best Turned Out championship. 

Middleburg Hunt’s Devon Zebrovi-
ous, riding sidesaddle, and Quest 
were reserve champions in Best 
Turned Out. In the photo of the judg-
es, that horse and rider were actually 
Rita Kaseman (Loudoun Fairfax) and 
Butterfly Painting, who earned Most 
Suitable, awarded in memory of Eve 
Fout, and seventh overall. Allie La-
waetz (Palm Beach Hounds, FL), 
riding her Schiller, took home the 
Sportsmanship Award in memory of 
Jan Ruetz.

For information: www.vafall-
races.com/Field_Hunter_Champion-
ships

Piedmont Foxhounds’ Laurie Am-
brose and Stretch, Champion 
of the 2014 Theodora Randolph 
Field Hunter Finals.
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Dr. Tania D. Woerner

It was July 2011.  I unloaded “Za-
hara” from the trailer for a trail 
ride with friends, and she was 
lame!  After examination, I could 

find no reason for the mild lameness 
so I wrapped the foot and turned her 
back out.  

Zahara is a pinto, draft warm-
blood mare and at that time was about 
75 pounds overweight with a slightly 
cresty neck.  She was in regular work 
and was by most standards, relatively 
fit.  I was sure this was a temporary 
set-back but I couldn’t have been 
more wrong.

Two days later, she stood fro-
zen, unable to move, lame in all four 
legs.  Her right hind leg was swollen 
and painful.  She had a fever, tested 
positive for a tick borne disease and 
was started on iv therapy.  X-rays of 
her feet showed mild rotation only in 

her right front foot.  She was started 
on all the standard treatments for 
laminitis, such as ice foot baths, non-
steroidals, foot support, etc.

Ten days later, her x-rays re-
vealed more rotation in both front 
feet, worse in the right front.  Two 
weeks later more x-rays showed that 
she had rotated completely in her 
right front foot and now the coffin 
bone was visible.

September and October were 
challenging.  She was now laying 
down a lot and was developing de-
cubital ulcers.  I recalled a surgi-
cal procedure that could be used to 
“salvage” horses and it was our last 
resort.  The procedure required that I 
sever the deep digital flexor tendons 
in both front legs.

In November of 2011, using 
ultrasound guidance, I performed the 
procedure on a horse that I delivered 
five years prior.    I will never forget 
the sound of the flexor tendon releas-
ing.  In the days to come, it became 
apparent that the surgery had given 
her a huge amount of pain relief and 
had saved her life.    X-rays taken two 

months post-surgery showed that the 
coffin bones had realigned within the 
hoof capsules which signified suc-
cess!

In May of 2012, xrays showed 
total realignment of the coffin bone 
within the new hoof capsule.  So 
within a year of the initial event, Za-
hara was back in work.   In Decem-
ber 2012 she was hunting in the first 
field!

 Zahara and Tania hunting first 
field with Loudoun Fairfax Hunt: De-
cember 23, 2012

My purpose for writing this 
story is to spread the word that the 
deep digital flexor tenectomy surgery 
can offer hope when it seems that 
there is none.  

Dr. Tania Woerner owns and 
operates Tally Oaks Veterinary Ser-
vice.  We have digital xray and per-
form the deep digital flexor tenec-
tomy at a reasonable price.  We also 
offer small animal services at our 
clinic or at your home.   For more in-
formation, visit our website www.tal-
lyoaksvet.com or email Dr. Woerner 
at DrTaniaWoerner@gmailcom.

New Hope for 
Life-Threatening Laminitis

Grand Champion Adult Amateur 
at the Jump for The Children Horse Show

Elizabeth Wiley and “Say Again”, Grand Champion Adult Amateur 
at the Jump For the Children show in Raleigh NC.

Lauren Giannini

Mary King, British event 
rider and multiple medal-
ist in six Olympics, three 
World Equestrian Games 

and three European Championships, 
taught a two-day clinic, presented 
by Kelly Gage of Team EnGage, at 
Morven Park, Nov. 20-21, that was 
well-attended by mounted partici-
pants, including Allison Springer, 
and auditors. King, who rode her 
horses, Kings Temptress and Fern-
hill, to first and second at the 2011 
Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event, 
did not disappoint. She is lively, ar-
ticulate, extremely knowledgeable - 

a superb teacher. She tailored the flat 
and jumping exercises to suit the skill 
level of each group, which ranged 
from Young Horse, Training and 
Preliminary to Advanced.. Among 
King’s points of concentration were 
rider position, vital in terms of stick-
ability and balance on the cross-
country phase, the horse’s gaits, be-
ing active in its engine, working on 
adjustability through transitions, and 
just a whole slew of important ele-
ments. King was also promoting her 
book, Mary King - My Way, in which 
the author reveals “How I Train For 
Success” available through www.
acanthuspress.co.uk

My Way
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Ellen Kassoff Gray

This being December 
its fair to say there is 
a likely chance you’ll 
be entertaining or go-

ing to someone’s house for the 
holidays. This months Vine and 
Dish hopes to answer the sin-
ister question of what to cook/
bring?  You’ll want to prepare 
something that is well-liked but 
uncomplicated, easy to make 
and serve. Why not stick with a 
little southern tradition with low 
country style? Shrimp and Grits 
is the perfect dish for sharing 
family style. Its sophisticated 
due to its fame and status its 
achieved with top chefs and its 
is a nice break from all the meat 
laden tables you’ve probably sat 
at since Thanksgiving. 

Like most trendy dishes 
shrimp and grits has a humble 
beginning. It started out as a 
dish that was typically eaten by 
fisherman in the coastal south. 
For obvious reasons it was most 
popular during shrimping sea-
son – typically from May to De-
cember. 

Grits of course have a 
much longer history in the US 
– they started out as hominy, 
which came from corn and 
was at originally cultured by 
American Indians. They would 
coarsely grind corn to a “grit-
ty” texture. Native Americans 
also used it as currency with 
new settlers in America in the 
17th century. It was a unifier of 
people teaching them the love 
of indigenous foods as well as 
year round survival. Being that 
corn is a twelve-month crop its 
uses were countless throughout 
the year.

The simple low country 
seafood breakfast became sym-
bolic of Southern cooking after 
Craig Claiborne wrote about a 
chef named Bill Neal of Crook’s 
Corner Restaurant in North Car-
olina for the New York Times 
in 1985.  The dish has had hun-
dreds of incarnations since then 

from all regions of the south.  
This version is simple and 
creamy. 

It pairs perfectly with the 
2011 Chester Gap Cuvee from 
Chester Gap Cellars near Front 
Royal. The wine is a blend of 
about 2⁄3 Petit Manseng and 1⁄3 
Viognier, it has a wonderful hint 
of pineapple which combines 
acidity to match the shrimp with 
richness of the mascarpone and 
the grits. The winery itself is 
located in the northern most tip 
of Rappahannock County. The 
winery sits tall with its eleva-
tion over 1000 feet giving dra-
matic views of the blue moun-
tains and the hills of southeast 
Piedmont. 

So happy holidays from 
The Dish – keep spreading the 
culinary love of Virginia. Till 
next year – Happy Cooking!

Virginia Piedmont 
Shrimp & Grits

This dish is a take on a 
low country classic. Shrimp and 
grits

3 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil
6 thyme sprigs
2 cloves garlic, peeled and 
sliced
24 16/20 (that’s the size and 
there should be 16 – 20 ea 
per pound) shrimp, peeled 
and deveined
1 tablespoon freshly grated 
lemon zest
2 dozen brussels sprouts
1 cup Tamworth bacon or 
other smoked bacon, diced
1 cup shallots, sliced
3 tablespoons butter
Salt and pepper, to taste

For the mascarpone grits
2 cups milk
3 cups heavy cream

1 tablespoon butter
3 cups coarse ground Byrd 
Mill Grits or other coarse 
ground grits
1⁄2 cup mascarpone cheese
Salt and pepper, to taste

Prepare the shrimp: Take 
a baking sheet or half-sheet tray 
and drizzle with olive oil, then 
sprinkle with thyme sprigs and 
sliced garlic cloves.

Place shrimp onto the 
sheet and drizzle with addition-
al olive oil, then sprinkle on the 
lemon zest. Season the shrimp 
with salt and pepper, and refrig-
erate while preparing the grits.

Prepare the grits: Bring 
milk, cream and butter to a sim-
mer. Sprinkle in the grits and 
stir gently for 45 minutes on 
low heat until cooked.

Add seasoning and mas-
carpone cheese. Keep grits 
warm.

Finish the dish: Separate 
the leaves from the sprouts, 
tearing them from the root base. 
Bring a large pot of salted water 
to a boil. Add leaves and cook 1 
minute, drain and shock in ice 
water. Drain again.

Heat a medium-sized sauté 
pan over medium heat. Add ba-
con, shallots and butter. Cook 
3 minutes, then add the sprout 
petals and cook until warmed 
thoroughly.

Preheat a broiler to high. 
Place shrimp under broiler and 
cook until heads are pink and 
shrimp is firm to touch, approxi-
mately 4 minutes.

Take 4 large plates, spoon 
grits into center of each dish, 
top with sprouts and bacon. 
Place a set of 6 roasted shrimp 
on top of the sprouts and serve 
immediately. Serves 4.

Pastimes
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LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE INC. 

IS AN OFFICIAL SPONSOR AND DROP OFF SPOT FOR  

NEW UNWRAPPED TOYS GOING TO TOYS FOR TOTS 

8 NORTH MADISON STREET, MIDDLEBURG, VA 

9 AM-5 PM MON-FRI 

11AM-4 PM SAT/SUN FROM NOW UNTIL DEC 16TH.  

Boyce  “Walnut Hall”  Spectacular Manor Home. 134 
acres. Former thoroughbred breeding facility. Love-
ly country retreat with fenced paddocks, large run 
in sheds, rolling hills. In the style of Mt. Vernon with 
huge formal rooms, game room with bar & marble 
BAs throughout. A chef’s kitchen with multiple appli-
ances, butler’s pantry, wine cellar. 4 tenant homes. 
CL8457895. www.159majestysprincelane.com

$1,745,000            Andy Stevens         (703)568-0727

Delaplane  Historic Farm on 50 Acres.  Includes a 
completely renovated 8,500 S.F. home w/ 5 BR, 4 1/2 
BA, 2 BR guest house, 120x60’ storage barn and office 
and  6 stall horse stable. Bucolic setting  with elevat-
ed views, stocked pond and creek frontage. Potential 
Commercial Use.  Located 4 miles to I-66.  All offers 
considered!. FQ8229131 

$2,970,000             Joyce Gates          (540)771-7544

Delaplane  Stunning 72 acre equestrian property in 
Piedmont hunt. Incredible views and ride out, PJ Wil-
liams built 7 stall barn, office, tack room, wash stall, 
feed room. 5 large paddocks w/run-in sheds.  100x200 
ring w/excellent footing. Wonderful one bedroom/bath 
apartment w/den; heart pine floors, top appliances, 
screened porch. Several gorgeous potential home 
sites. Truly a gem. FQ8475464

$1,500,000            Marci A. Welsh        (703)906-5802

Leesburg    Gorgeous Estate Home. Private  5.69 acre lot 
located in the heart of Leesburg . Chef’s kitchen, 3 FP’s, 
3 level solarium, new hard wood floors, travertine floors, 
master suite with amazing walk in custom closets, LL of-
fers wet bar, game room, 2 additional bonus rooms/au 
pair suite, walk out to patio, hot tub and deck LO8284904 

$1,295,000              Eve Weber           (571) 218-2503

 Middleburg  “Fairfax Found” Chink and log house 
dating back to 1732 was rescued and masterfully re-
constructed and integrated into the existing home. 
Beautifully sited on 11 acres with open fields and ma-
ture woods. Wonderful deck and flagstone, in ground 
swimming pool. Private but close to town. LO8464913  
www.39374snickersvilleturnpike.com

$1,100,000            Andy Stevens         (703)568-0727

Marshall   Best in class and located in town! Must see 
this newly renovated rancher offering 3+BR, 2BA, huge 
family room addition, large deck, wood floors, and master 
suite w/ large bath. Quiet cul-de-sac location with excel-
lent commuter access. Close to shops and parks. This 
really is the best priced home in its class! FQ8473171

$279,900             Joyce Gates            (540)771-7544 

Purcellville   Stunning Custom Southern Living Design.  5 
Bedroom/6 Bath Home designed for comfort and grand en-
tertaining. 12+ acres of beautifully landscaped grounds. In-
credible mountains views and impressive elements include 
spacious rooms, rich hardwoods, Master Bathroom Suite.  
Au Pair Suite plus 4 Bedroom Suites each with own BA. 
Pool & Stone Patios, 4 Fireplaces. LO8382404 
$1,235,000           Tanya Spotts           (703)618-1218

 Round Hil Reduced - Lovely one owner cedar sid-
ed home on 7.7 treed acres overlooking Beaverdam 
Creek. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths on 3 levels with high 
ceilings and lots of windows and light. Perfect country 
house or hunt box on gravel road close to hard top. 
LO8326832  www.19479woodtrailroad.com

$548,000           Andy Stevens         (703)568-0727

Stop for a minute and take a breath
Kay Colgan
BS Certified Pilate’s and 
Fitness Professional

This time of year  can be 
exhausting.   With a to 
do list that never ends 
and time that slips away, 

makes a hamster on a treadmill 
seem all too real.   A lot is set to 
make a perfect holiday, whether 
it’s the meal or the presents or 
just being a part of all the social 
events and religious opportuni-
ties.     Running around can run 
havoc with the physical and men-
tal self.   Feeling depleted and 
overwhelmed and just wishing 
for January is an all too real ob-
servation.   Many times the holi-
days seem more of a chore than 
enjoyment.  Decorating the house 
is a task that is met with just get it 
done so the other things on the list 
can be checked off.   Okay, stop 
for a minute and take a breath.  
Then put on your walking shoes 

and leave it all behind.   This 
means leaving the list of what is 
left to do at home physically and 
mentally.

      Taking a break mentally 
and physically will allow you to 
refocus and put the JOY back in 
your holidays.   After all, perfec-
tion is overrated and JOY is a 
wonderful gift.  Walking whether 
for 15 minutes or an hour will 
give you the break you need.  En-
joying the sounds of nature and 
allowing your mind to be in the 
moment will give you a sense 
of peace.   The consistency of a 
walking program will allow your 
body to relax and make your list 
not seem all to over whelming.  
By adding a breathing element 
to your walking program will 
enhance the benefits.   Example 
while you are walking breathe 
in for a count of 10 and slowly 
exhale for a count of 10.   If this 
seems too much in the begin-
ning breathe in for a count of 8 

and exhale for a slow count of 8.  
Focus on the breath and slowly 
you will feel a relaxation state 
set in.   As an  added bonus, just 
breathe  when you are stressed 
and the stress will  melt away. 

While nothing in life is 
perfect, having control over 
your stress is utmost important 
in steering the way for brighter 
days.  This holiday season I wish 
each and every one to have more 
JOY in their lives and to carry 
that JOY into the New Year.   
Merry Christmas from my family 
to yours and hope the new year is 
filled with hope, peace and JOY.  
Give yourself the gift of peace 
this holiday season.  It is truly the 
gift that keeps on giving. 

For more information about 
health and fitness please con-
tact Kay Colgan at Middleburg 
Pilates and Personal Train-
ing, 3224 Hunters Trail Drive, 
Amissville,Va or call 540-687-
6995.

Virginia Piedmont Shrimp & Grits
Vine & Dish
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Pastimes

Brandy Greenwell

I love to give gifts with mean-
ing.   I love to receive gifts into 
which someone has put diligent 
thought.   I love to support local 

businesses, and we are fortunate to 
have a nice selection in Middleburg 
and the surrounding area.  Here are a 
few of my favorite things:

Tri-County Feeds, Fashions 
and Finds is just that,   one can re-
ally find something for everyone 
at there.   Not only do they have an 
excellent selection for fashionable 
equestrians, they also have a fantas-
tic gift section with goodies of all 
kinds. Ladies, for the hard to shop 
for outdoors man in your life, they 
have an excellent selection of clothes 

designed for shooting and hunting as 
well as unique, supporting accouter-
ments. Let him know you acknowl-
edge his hobby and find something 
wonderful to support it. 

My husband and father do a 
tie exchange every year.   They love 
the selection at Highcliffe Cloth-
iers.   They are both also very fond 
of their cufflink selection and covet 
their custom made dress shirts.  What 
is better than something off the rack? 
Something that is specifically made 
for you.   He will wonder what has 
taken him so long to get the perfect 
shirt.

For busy parents, I love to give 
a gift certificate to a fantastic res-
taurant.  Your gift of a night out just 
might be the most needed, yet simple 

notion. There are plenty of great ones 
to choose from in Middleburg.  I al-
ways have an amazing experience at 
The French Hound.

Staying with consumables, I 
also love giving a meaningful bottle 
of wine.  Greenhill’s Blanc de Blancs 
is out of this world as is Boxwood’s 
Topiary. You cannot go wrong with 
either of them.  For the non-alcoholic 
palate or gourmet in your life, visit 
Olio for specialty oils, vinegars and 
more.  All of the above make great 
hostess gifts as well as to keep extras 
on hand for the person you forgot.

Who doesn’t like to be pam-
pered?   One can rarely go wrong 
with a gift certificate for a facial, 
massage or pedicure. Some people 
won’t splurge to pamper themselves 

and a gift of such decadence might 
be appreciated beyond belief.   In 
Middleburg, even Fido can be gifted 
pampering at The Studio and is al-
ways appreciated by the dog lover.

For the cyber shopper, I think 
the two best things going are the 
iRobot Roomba and the Nutra Bul-
let.   What better gift to give some-
one than a future without vacuum-
ing? The Nutra Bullet brings health 
in blending and it also cuts down on 
dishes used.  Score.

And if she is hinting hard for 
the vest on the mannequin outside of 
Duchessa, consider yourself lucky 
that that you need to look no further! 
It will create a beaming smile when 
opened and tried on with a twirl over 
her PJ’s. (Can someone please call 

my husband to make sure he sees 
how I dropped my hint in print?)

I wish each and every one of 
you a perfect Christmas.

Meaningful Gifts
Sincerely, Me

Tom Neel

Tom Sweitzer and Kim Tap-
per are the magical duo of A 
Place To Be in Middleburg 
and both have been friends 

for years.   Late this summer over 
dinner, they asked me to join their 
board of directors and with no sur-
prise, I enthusiastically said, “yes!”  
I did so because our friendship, in 
part, has been born out of our deep 
mutual understanding of the power of 
creativity.  This is not just the power 
of ideas, the power of visual commu-
nication or the power of expression 
in play here.  It is just as importantly 
about the power of creative teaching, 
creative learning and certainly the 
most important of all, the power of 

creative healing.

I’ve always said and felt 
strongly that creativity is the ulti-
mate freedom and while it can be 
suppressed externally, by law, ag-
gression, opinion or even poor edu-
cational choices, it certainly lives on 
in every mind. Don’t ever think you 
don’t have a creative side, you do.  As 
an artist I’ve been offered that chal-
lenge many times from those who 
think they are not creative and I’ve 
opened everyone of them up to an 
enlightened understanding of them-
selves.  We all can be creative and to 
Tom and Kim’s point, most certainly 
even those labeled as disabled. In 
fact music therapy, A Place To Be’s 
specialty, is scientifically proven to 

work, which is likely why I feel so 
good when I see these kids sing!

The greatest thing that comes 
from this understanding though and 
spending time with those at A Place 
To Be, is knowing how able the dis-
abled really are.   It also allows you 
to take stock of yourself, your own 
health and blessings and perhaps this 
is a good time of year to do so.  What 
those with challenges can teach us 
about how we live our lives, is not 
only an amazing holiday gift, it’s an 
amazing life gift.  So this year, if your 
ho, ho, ho, has become ho, ho, hum, 
load yourself up with those good old 
day to day problems and then call A 
Place To Be.   Ask to volunteer for 
one hour there and watch how small 
your problems will have become and 

how big your heart feels.   Everyone 
thinks A Place to Be is just for people 
with disabilities, when in reality, it’s 
a place for everyone, especially those 
of us so called normal people.   A 
Place To Be is a pretty good place to 
reboot the reality of ourselves.  You’ll 
find that the challenged at A Place To 
Be are the real teachers and most of 
us could use the things they can teach 
us at one point or another throughout 
the year. So, do you want to really 
feel blessed and relieved of stress?  
Want to make that New Year’s reso-
lution look 100% obtainable? Want 
to give thanks this year for the good-
ness in your life? Spend an hour at 
A Place To Be and you’ll think you 
were shot out of the cannon of good-
ness.  Here, I’ll make it easy for you, 

just call 540-687-6740 and tell them 
Santa’s artistic helper sent you!

Happy Holidays Everyone!

Tom

Live An Artful Life, Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

Happy Holidays

 A Unique, Custom Estate & Farm 
Management Company

571-933-8500

Happy Holidays

 A Unique, Custom Estate & Farm 
Management Company

571-933-8500

Terri O’Dowd Senior Loan Officer, NMLS 207304
540-687-4832 direct ~703-431-8496 cell
todowd@middleburgmortgage.com

Call today!

Because of Professionals like Terri, Middleburg Mortgage 
was voted Best Mortgage Company in Loudoun County

www.MiddleburgMortgage.com
Southern Trust Mortgage, dba Middleburg Mortgage,is proud to be an Equal Opportunity Lender • NMLS 29021

Southern Trust Mortgage, dba

Deerchase LLC

Historic Restoration • Class A Building Contractor

Richard Williams
www.deerchasellc.com

703 • 431 • 4868

You Deserve

Gourmet Chocolates   Wine    Gifts

Shenandoah Fine Chocolates
12 E. Washington
Middleburg, VA

(540) 687-5010

INCREDIBLE Chocolate

AC ENERGY SOLUTIONS
Sustainable Energy Solutions

High performance Low E window film is a cost effective alternative to window replacement. It has 
exceptional clarity and is not visible once applied. •RETAINS 41% MORE HEAT IN WINTER•REJECTS 52% OF TOTAL SOLAR ENERGY IN SUMMER• REJECTS 99.9% OF UV RAYS•LIFETIME WARRANTY 540-253-5402

www.acglasstinting.com

INTRODUCING!
Year-round comfort and energy savings

I always had a shepherd with my 
labs and the other dogs.   We 
had to put our last shepherd 
down because of spinal my-

elopathy – it was really sad and we 
hadn’t had one in a while.  I saw a 9 
month old puppy on the website for 
the Loudoun ASPCA Animal Shel-
ter that someone turned in – a male, 
purebred and I said, ‘Oh my God, I 
am going to call on that dog tomor-
row.’   Well interestingly enough, 
the Virginia German Shepherd Res-
cue grabbed it and it went to a re-
ally good home, but that was what 
kind of started it.  I began to look at 
the websites and look at all the dogs 
– daily.     And all of a sudden Ted-
dy’s picture came through.  What it 
said was – new to Virginia German 
Shepherd Rescue, but not available 
for adoption yet.   His name was 

Buddy.   So I called and his foster 
mom’s name was Mary Ann and in 
the first call she told me that they 
were just getting to know him and 
that they had pulled him from the 
Martinsburg, WVA Pound and they 
only thing we know about him 
is that he was dropped off with a 
Chow mix that was really nasty and 
that “Buddy” was very thin.  Mary 
Ann said to me that she was going 
to bring the dog to the Pets Smart in 
Gainesville for a meet and greet and 
if I wanted to come and see him that 
he would be there the next Sunday.  
So….I am the first one there and I 
am waiting for her to arrive with 
Teddy.  There was something in the 
pictures she had posted; there were 
five pictures and I still have them, 
plus he was that silver and black 
that I love and it’s not as common 

as the black and tan so I go to Pets 
Smart and I just fell in love with 
him.   There was   a woman stand-
ing next to me and she says to Mary 
Ann regarding Teddy (whom I am 
basically following around petting 
the whole time because I wanted 
him and I was scared that someone 
else might adopt him) that her doc-
tor wants her to exercise and start 
walking and by the way, is he crate 
trained?   So I panicked that this 
woman is going to get this beauti-
ful, young male dog!   I am think-
ing that this woman has never had a 
dog before and she is going to pick 
(an expletive) German Shepherd!  
All I was thinking was – really?  
First-time dog owner?  Maybe a lab 
would be a better choice?   Appar-
ently what Mary Ann liked about 
me was that I kept petting Teddy.  I 

sort of ignored Mary Ann and kept 
interacting with the dog.  Mary Ann 
noticed that and liked it.  So I filled 
out my very detailed application – 
where you need so much informa-
tion (which is kind of like adopting 
a child) - so I gave her all of my 
vet references, etc.   I passed that 
and it was then time for Teddy to 
meet my lab, Nadia.  It was impor-
tant that those two got along.  They 
brought Teddy to the Pet Expo in 
Chantilly.   So we go and there are 
literally, 10,000 dogs.   Nadia and 
I find the rescue booth.  Nadia had 
never been in a situation like this 
and she was so good.   You should 
see the pictures of the first meeting.  
You can see the whites of Nadia’s 
eyes showing!  There were so many 
dogs there.  They got along great.  I 
was able to take them both outside 

for a walk and that went well.  The 
next step was our home visitation.  
I was concerned that we didn’t have 
the typical chain-link fenced-in 
yard.  However, this particular res-
cue didn’t mandate that.   I did re-
iterate that if I had a challenge with 
this dog because he had never been 
exposed to horses, had never been 
exposed to cats and they didn’t re-
ally know how much he had been 
socialized that I was not a quitter 
and that if I needed help, I would 
get help because there was no way 
I was giving this dog back.  So the 
home visitor came and beforehand 
I had dredged up all of the pictures 
of German Shepherds that I had in 
my past – from when Kendra was a 
baby – and created an album which 
I put up on my Facebook page.  
The day of the home visit came 

Barbara and Teddy
Girls and Their Dogs

and I showed the representative 
every picture of all my past Ger-
man Shepherds.  We had two.   One 
was a rescue and one we had raised 
from a pup.   So she approved the 
house – and they walk through your 
whole house!   They want to see 
where the dog is going to be.  I am 
not a crate person; I am not against 
them, but it’s just something I don’t 
use.   They insisted on it so I bor-
rowed one from Julie Coles.   It was 
a little small, but I propped it up in 
my bedroom.   We had a challenge 
getting it up there since it wasn’t 
broken down.  It was more of a prop 
since I wasn’t planning on using it 
unless there was an aggression is-
sue.  So Mary Ann came and got out 
of the car with Teddy and the first 
thing he did was bark at the hors-
es.  Mary Ann was a little panicked 

and was probably thinking that I 
would say forget it.   It wasn’t that 
at all; I was determined.   So they 
drive off and leave Teddy with me 
and he was so smart and so easy to 
train.   With the horses I did a lot 
of leash work and it was just him 
understanding what they were – he 
had no idea.   I put him on a long 
training leash.   We had one inci-
dent where one of the horses took 
off across the field and Teddy took 
off after him, but was on the outside 
of the fence.  It scared me to death 
because I was worried he was going 
to get hurt.  From that time I let him 
drag the long training leash when I 
was out with him.  Whenever Teddy 
would show that piqued interest, I 
would just do a correction by say-
ing, ‘no’ and I started to walk him 
everywhere.   I would walk him 

through a neighbor’s property be-
cause they have the babies and 
yearlings there and the babies are 
always really curious and come to 
the fence.   I would correct him as 
he was walking along the fence.  It 
was so easy and now they can gal-
lop and play right next to him and 
it’s no big deal.   Teddy is the hap-
piest doing farm chores.   He loves 
going down to the barn.  He knows 
our routine.  He knows when we go 
down there at night – we close up.  
He is super loyal, but he is not one 
of these German Shepherds that is 
single minded.  He is closest to me, 
but when I am gone he attaches to 
Claudia, when Chris comes home 
– he loves Chris.   Teddy is very 
Labrador in that way.  Teddy loves 
everyone in his family.

Karen Rexrode

The simplest cold frame struc-
ture can produce delicious 
lettuce, kale and spinach 
through winter in our cli-

mate. A little protection from wind 
and extreme cold is easily done. Even 
bales of straw and old windows will 
provide an ideal environment and 
high quality yield. Spinach is quick, 
tasty, almost buttery when harvested 
fresh. Seeds need to be sown prior 

to days shortening to less than 10 
hours. If not done in early Novem-
ber, sow in spring as soon as days 
lengthen, by the 1st of February we 
will reach days that exceed 10 hours. 
When buying seed, look for slow bolt 
varieties, I particularly like the Japa-
nese or Asian types, super cold hard, 
although earlier to bolt. The taste is 
incredibly smooth, a bit more so than 
standard spinach. 

Lettuce can be sown continu-
ally. Succession planting with short 

harvest varieties makes for incredible 
variability. In our climate, the highly 
divided leaves of mizuna are a quick 
harvest, so much so that bolting oc-
curs by February with a November 
sowing. As plants begin to bolt or 
flower, the taste will decline, you will 
notice a bitterness. Once the greens 
are refrigerated, the bitterness tends 
to decline. Some of the best variet-
ies for Virginia are the butterhead, 
romaine and buttercrunch. Standard 
head lettuce is not worth attempting 

in our shorter, milder winters. Leave 
those for more northern gardeners 
who don’t have the ideal climate we 
have for so many others. 

For variability, consider red 
mustard, its got quite a bite. The 
darkest leaves  deliver a potent snap 
or bite, great for clearing the sinuses. 
Viola flowers make for a beautiful 
salad, rich in vitamin C, I love to 
sprinkle them in with my greens. 

A good bed of clean compost 
makes for the best sowing and grow-

ing. Slugs tend to be a problem, both 
from their love of the environment 
you’ve created and their love for your 
greens. The compost should be laid 
down to cover the existing ground, 1 
to 2 inches deep (this depth thwarts 
slug invasion). Sow in rows, mark 
your varieties and keep notes. As you 
nibble your way through winter and 
spring, you will want to know what 
varieties work best for your cold 
frame and your palate. 

Time for Cold Crops
The Plant Lady



Page 42   Middleburg Eccentric          December 11, 2014 ~ January 22, 2015 Middleburg Eccentric    •   December 11, 2014 ~ January 22, 2015   Page 43

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs 7-7 • Wed, Fri 7-5 • Sat 7-1 
4216 Frost Street • Marshall Virginia 20115 • (540)364-1409

www.marshallvetclinic.com

Marshall Veterinary Clinic
Providing Outstanding Veterinary Care 

to Fauquier County and Surrounding Communities 
for Over 25 years

Complete Wellness, 
Diagnostic and 
Surgical Care

Dr. Joy Cole, 
Dr. Katrina Kollgaard 

& Dr. Becky Verna

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Fence Painting and Repair

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Shay is a gorgeous teenager 
that was abandoned outside, 
overnight at MHF in a plastic 
bin with another cat. She is 
very sweet, gets along great 
with other cats, & would be a 

wonderful family friend. 

Tiger is an adorable 6 yr. old 
Bulldog X with a fun personality. 

He is well mannered when  
indoors, likes most other dogs,  
& is house trained. Tiger would 
do best in a home where is not 
left alone for long periods of 

time as he loves having company.  

Ellie is a 15H 4 yr old TB mare 
that is currently in training & shows 

great potential to be a Hunter or 
Low Level Eventer. She stands in 
cross ties for vet & farrier. She 

needs the right person to finish her 
training & give her a forever home.  

Plain  
Kitty Litter 

Bleach 

Paper Towels 

Large  
Rawhides 

Cat Food 

Postage 
Stamps 

Feed Store  
Gift Cards 

Thrift Shop 
donations 

Old Towels 

Donna is a 10 yr. old Jenny 
(standard donkey). She stands quietly 

in cross ties & loves to be brushed. 
She stands for the vet & farrier.  
Donna gets along with everyone & 
would make a great babysitter. 

Please help us care for the animals by donating items from the 
Giving Tree.  Donations accepted at our shelter or thrift shop. 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
P.O. Box 1238 Middleburg VA 20118 

admin@middleburghumane.org (540) 364-3272 
For info on adoptions & programs: 
www.middleburghumane.org 

Abner is one cool cat! He's a mature 
guy but you wouldn't know by looking 
at him. His mature demeanor makes 
him a go with the flow kinda boy. He 
gets along with others & really likes 
to just hang out & soak up the sun. 

He's pretty game for anything.  

Zara is a 2 year old tripod 
(lost a hind leg due to a knee 

injury). She loves to play and is 
housebroken. She requires a 

home with a secure fenced yard 
as she needs to be able to get 

adequate exercise. 

Chubbs is a sweet gentleman of a dog 
that loves to learn. He thinks cats are to 

be chased so a home without kitties is 
best. He gets along with other mannerly 

dogs but doesn't prefer dogs that are too 
rambunctious. He's very sweet & would 
love a home of his own for the holidays. 

Lorraine was emaciated, had large infected 
wounds all over her body, & was truly near 

death when she arrived at MHF. After weeks 
of intensive care, she recovered beautifully 
& weighs twice as much now. Lorraine is a 

sweetheart, loves everyone & everything, & 
would be the love of your life! Please consider 

giving our miracle girl a forever home!  
Hercules is a 13 year old, healthy, 12H 
bay gelding pony. He is very sweet & gets 

along with everyone. He stands for the vet 
& farrier, is an easy keeper, & is current 
on all vaccines. Hercules has never been 

ridden, but he has good ground manners & 
would make a great companion/adorable 

lawn ornament/babysitter! 

Smith & Wesson were caught as 
tiny babies after they were born  
near IGA. They are 4 months old, 
very sweet, & have huge personali-
ties. They were in a foster home 
with dogs, cats, & horses, so they 

would do well in any home. 

Sniff Out a Great Bargain!Sniff Out a Great Bargain!Sniff Out a Great Bargain!   

’

Authorized Installer for:
Satellite • tV inStallation

DirecTV & HD Antenna’s, Cell phone repeaters
Satellite • internet

Exede & Hughesnet, Wi-Fi Internet
SatMan alSo offerS:

Set-up and Configuration of Home Networks,
Voice & Data cabling, Home Theatre Installations,

Custom Surround Sound Systems (5.1–7.2)

Practicing excellence in SerVice 
WitH a 100% SatiSfaction guarantee

Phone 540-905-2454
e-mail: SatMan@Sat-Man.coM

www.sat-man.com

SAT-MAN 
COMMUNICATIONS

Dr. Rebecca L. G. Verna, MS, DVM
8381 W. Main Street, Marshall, VA 20115

703-395-0795 • www.DrVerna.com

Reiki
Acupuncture
Animal Chiropractic
Pet Physical Therapy
Chinese Veterinary
Medicine
Herbal and 
Nutrition Therapy
Western Herbs
and More
House Calls

Craftsmanship without Compromise
New Work or Repairs

Greg Lough
New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

Friends for Life

RAFFLE
FIRST PRIZE ~ Dinner for Two at The Rail Stop

once a month for a year or for four six times a year
SECOND PRIZE ~ Dinner for Two at The Rail Stop

$50 per ticket. Only 150 tickets will be sold
Drawing December 31st, 2014 at The Rail Stop

Need not be present to win.
50% of the proceeds go to 

The Plains Volunteer Fire Department

1 1 1 1 1

 

 

 

 

Aurora 
Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 
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What Rain?
“A law was made a distant 

moon ago here:
July and August cannot be 

too hot.
And there’s a legal limit to 

the snow here
In Camelot.

The winter is forbidden till 
December

And exits March the second 
on the dot.

By order, summer lingers 
through September

In Camelot.”

The cheering began as Santa 
rounded the curve from The 
Plains Road onto West Wash-
ington Street, from a sea of 
umbrellas, ponchos and rain 
hats that made the sidewalks 
appear covered by a sea of 
oversized Dots.

It never fails.  

Neither rain, nor sleet nor 
snow nor even night have ever 
produced any gloom at all on 
the day marking the kickoff of 

Christmas in Middleburg . . . 
and this year was no excep-
tion.

The crowds who braved the 
weather from the morning’s 
Hunt Parade to the afternoon 
arrival of Santa may have 
been smaller than last year’s, 
but enthusiasm was not in 
short supply.

And as for friends, there are 
no fair weather friends in 
Middleburg.

Jim Herbert and his army of 
volunteers never faltered.

Chief A.J. Panebianco and 
his officers had recruited help 
from law enforcement orga-
nizations all over the county 
to control traffic and keep ev-
eryone safe and happy.

Town Council and staff could 
not have done a better job, 
welcoming the crowd and 
keeping enthusiasm high.

The food was great.  The 
shopping better.  And a great 
time was had by all.

Kudos and thanks to all for, 
once again, making Christ-
mas in Middleburg, well . . . 
Christmas . . . in Middleburg !

The Meaning of Christmas
Red

Richard A. Engberg

For several years I’ve thought 
about the interrelationship between wa-
ter and music and a couple of years ago 
I did a column about water and music.  
As I stated then, I love water and I love 
music and there are hundreds of songs 
about water.  

Both music and water can be 
cathartic and, perhaps if you combine 
them, the effect is synergistic.  Restat-
ing what I said in the earlier column, 
who wouldn’t be able to relax while 
sitting in an easy chair listening to the 
sound of water on a table top fountain 
while at the same time, listening to your 
favorite music?  Of course, a glass of 
your favorite wine and the presence of 

your favorite person or pet wouldn’t 
hurt.  

The songs that follow, for the 
most part, didn’t make it into print dur-
ing the column in 2012.  Those that did 
then were classical, easy listening, and 
new age.  This time we’ll try pop/rock 
and country/western.  

Help me out, there have to be 
many more in these two categories.  If 
you think of some I’ve missed, my e-
mail address is rengberg@verizon.net.

Happy holidays everyone.
Pop/Rock:
Purple Rain	 Prince
Black Water	
 Doobie Brothers

Smoke on the Water	
Deep Purple
Who’ll Stop the Rain	
Creedence Clearwater Revival
Sittin’ on the Dock of the 
Bay	 Otis Redding
Raindrops Keep Falling….	 B. 
J. Thomas (Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid – great movie)
Rain on the Roof	
Lovin’ Spoonful
Rain	 Beatles
Wind on the Water	
Crosby and Nash
Tears in Heaven	 Eric Clapton
Crying Song	 Pink Floyd

Tears of a Clown	
Smokey Robinson
Surfin’ USA	 Beach Boys
 Surfer Girl	 Beach 
Boys (One of their best)
 Catch a Wave	 Beach Boys
 Surfin’ Safari	 Beach Boys  
Sloop John B 	 Beach Boys
Country/Western:   
Big River	 Johnny 
Cash (The greatest!)
Blue Eyes Cryin’ in the Rain	
Willie Nelson (Also the greatest!)
Cryin’	 Roy Orbison
Georgia Rain	 Tri-
sha Yearwood

Let it Rain	 David Nail
Smoky Mountain Rain	
Ronnie Milsap
Raining on Sunday	
Keith Urban
I’m No Stranger to Rain	
Keith Whitley
The Thunder Rolls	
Garth Brooks (Scary song 
– may be Garth’s best)
Ocean Front Property	
George Strait 
Cool Water	 Sons of the 
Pioneers (Now that’s a classic!)

Water and Music 2
Waterworld

Editors Desk

Christmas
Blue
Daniel Morrow

December, 1948, was the year 
of our Norman Rockwell Christ-
mas..  

For my parents, and grand-
parents, and my aunt and uncle, the 
war seemed truly over.  

Korea had not begun.  
Three generations of the fam-

ily were alive, and well, and em-
ployed and happy and in one house, 
my grandparents house, for Christ-
mas. 

The house smelled of pine and 
apples and cinnamon. My grand-
mother had baked bread, and rolls, 
and my favorite pinwheel cookies.

 God was in his heaven and I 
was the only child.  

On Christmas Eve, Santa 
himself called me, long distance, 
from the pole, on the black bakelite 
phone, still without a dial, that sat 
on a table in the hallway beside the 
stairs.  

A long night followed.
On Christmas morning , the 

first thing I saw under the Christmas 

tree, was a small Ferris wheel, made 
of Tinker Toys, turned by a hand 
crank fashioned from the spring of 
a wooden clothes pin.  My dad and 
uncle had stayed up half the night 
putting it together.

Beside it was a cowboy suit.  
No.  THE cowboy suit:. 

Hat, vest, chaps, and a 
matched pair of pistols, holstered in 
a two-gun rig that would have made 
the Lone Ranger proud.   

Shedding pajamas, I imme-
diately donned hat, vest, chaps and 
pistols . . . only to notice a cool 
breeze across my bare bottom.  

Chaps. 
Who knew?
The Lone Ranger never wore 

chaps.
Christmas dinner was truly 

a scene from the cover of the Sat-
urday Evening Post.  Turkey, trim-
mings, aprons, perfect.  

On that very day, as I remem-
ber, my uncle began a family tradi-
tion of breaking the silence after 
grace by asking politely but firmly  
. . . for catsup.

The day after Christmas that 
year was a Sunday. 

After church the family gath-
ered for the reading of the Funny Pa-
pers (forbidden until after church).  
There was of course no TV.  

Cowboy attire was permitted, 
but all holsters and pistols (namely, 
mine) were to be hung on the hall 
coat rack for the duration.

My grandmother kept me 
busy by reading stories, including 
one from a book she had bought two 
years earlier, in 1946, when I was 
two and my dad and Uncle came 
just home from the war.

It was, she said, about a small 
boy and a present.

The boy who gave it, she 
said, was about my age, an angel 
(she didn’t explain why) living with 
many other angels, with God, in 
heaven. 

At four the boy was a terrible 
angel.  Always dirty.  Always sing-
ing out of tune.  Forever wiping a 
runny nose on his robe and losing 
control of an inevitably tarnished 
halo.

One December, shortly after 
he had arrived, there was a great cel-
ebration, a birthday, for God’s new 
son.

All the angels had gathered 
round the throne of God, and one 
by one, brought gifts:  works of gold 
and silver, great symphonies and 
poems, paintings and other things 
too glorious to describe.

Embarrassed that he had little, 
and certainly nothing worthy to give 
the son of God, the small, bad, lit-
tlest angel slipped hidden behind 
the robes of the senior angels and 
left at God’s feet his present. A small 
rough wooden box

When God saw it there a great 
silence fell over the heavenly host.  
No one seemed to know what to do 
or say. A wooden box. For God’s 
son.  On this day.

God himself, my grand-
mother read on, spoke first . . . and 
declared that he found the littlest 
angel’s gift, the rough wooden box,  
the most perfect of them all.

“What was in it,” I wanted to 
know.  “What was it?”

With both her sons safe and 
home from the worst of wars, her 
first grandchild on her lap, and a 
catch in her voice that I noticed but 
did not understand until many years 
later, she read to me the answer 
from Charles Tazewell’s little book.

Inside, she said, was “. . . a 
golden butterfly captured in the hills 
of Judea one summer afternoon; a 
tiny blue egg from the bird’s nest 
outside his mother’s window; two 
white stones worn smooth by the 
running waters of a brook; and a 
chewed leather thong that had been 
his dog’s collar. . . .the collar of a 
dog who died . . . . as he had lived . . 
. . faithful and true . . . .”

They are all gone now: grand-
parents, parents, uncles and aunts, 
but they all as alive as we were on 
that special Christmas.  

And still, after seventy Christ-
mases, that small rough wooden 
box remains for me the most perfect 
of presents: selfless, generous,  and 
yes, faithful, and true.

 
 

 Middleburg’s  most amazing 
Gift & Department store

Since 1956!!!

10 rooms & 2 floors to be explored 
and ENJOYED !!!

Excellent Customer Service & 
Free Gift Wrap• UPS service703.370.TREE (8733)

shadetreefarm.com

From 6 feet to over 45 feet  
in height, our trees are  
healthy, high-quality,  
Virginia-grown trees.

And with one of the largest 
fleet of tree spades in the 
Mid- Atlantic Region,  
we  install them, too!

At Shade Tree Farm  
we LOVE trees!  

Transforming landscapes since 1981!

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast & Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Come Enjoy Our Artist forDecember,
Deb Cadenas

Tom Pratt

In past columns I have ques-
tioned how both military and mer-
cenary personnel are able to commit 
horrendous atrocities in countries 
where they have been posted.  I think 
dehumanizing targeted individuals is 
one way to carry out attacks on fellow 
humans.

It makes little difference if you 
are sitting in a comfortable chair in Syr-
acuse flying an unmanned drone that 
targets a militant and innocent civilians 
are killed (recent reports show that 28 
civilians are killed for every suspect), or 
if you are part of a raid on an Afghan 
village where a door is kicked open in 
the middle of the night and you and 
your family are either killed, severely 
injured or arrested.

I bring this up again because I 
believe the recent killings of black men 
by white officers, and the refusal of 
Grand Juries to indict has reached epic 
proportions here in the United States. 
I also believe the extreme militariza-
tion of the police forces contributes to 
the problem.  If you give the police 
armored vehicles and military assault 
weapons they are bound to start seeing 
themselves as military forces at war in-
stead of protectors of civilians.

Eric Garner the black man who 
was choked to death by police officers 
on Staten Island is another extreme case 
of man’s inhumanity to man. I am sure 
nearly all have seen the video of Mr. 
Garner being held on the ground in a 
choke hold by a police officer while he 
cries “I can’t breathe” for almost 6 min-
utes.  But a second little seen video is 

even worse.  In the other video Mr. Gar-
ner lies dying on the sidewalk as police 
officers and medics do nothing to help.  
Onlookers start to question the EMT’s 
and officers about giving CPR and are 
ignored.   The only response is an order 
for a citizen to stop videoing. 

Finally they pick up Mr. Garner 
and drop him on a gurney with still no 
attempt to clear his airway or attempt 
to resuscitate.  It is very probable that 
if given any kind of help he could have 
survived the brutal treatment by police.  
All of this because he was suspected 
of selling loose cigarettes, seems very 
trite when white collar criminals who 
bankrupt thousands upon thousands of 
innocent people because of shady bank 
dealings walk free.

In another case that was mostly 
overlooked by the media because of 

Ferguson, is that of Akai Gurley.  
Apparently Akai and his girl-

friend were walking up the dark stairs 
of their public housing building be-
cause the elevator was inoperable and 
unknown to them a pair of rookie cops 
were on the roof checking out the build-
ing.  

Akai opens a door from the stair-
well and one of the cops shoots and hits 
him, Akai does not immediately know 
he has been shot and runs down the 
stairs where he dies.  The cops, aware 
that they have shot someone run back 
up the stairs and instead of calling 911 
or any kind of help, call their Union 
Rep to try and save their careers.  

Finally a resident of the building 
does call 911 and they find Akai dead. 
Another tragic part of this is that the 
cops were not even supposed to be in 

the building conducting what is called a 
“vertical patrol”  where they start from 
the roof and patrol down stairways pre-
sumably looking for illegal acts in pub-
lic housing.

Another case in Cleveland: a 
12-year-old black boy holding a toy gun 
is shot to death by police after someone 
calls the police about a robbery in the 
area. That particular policeman was 
on report as being totally incompetent 
and should not have been patrolling the 
streets.

It is right and fitting that people 
take to the streets and commit civil dis-
obedience in order to make their voices 
heard but all should be done without 
violence, destruction of property or 
injuries and the local, state and federal 
authorities should recognize the right of 
peaceful protest.

Hypocrisy 

HELP WANTED
Admin Assist. 

Middleburg Police Department 

(PT):  Provides customer service 
and support for the police department.  

Skills:  business office experience, Microsoft Of-
fice, (Word & Excel).  

PART TIME: 22 hours per week @ 13.50 per hour. 

Send resumes to: Chief of Police PO box 187 Mid-
dleburg, VA 20118.  Deadline:  12/29/2014 More 

info:  540-687-6633

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Corum’s Lawn & Landscape * (540) 347-3930

Complete Lawn Maintenance
Lawn Renovation
Sod Installation
Bobcat Services
Multi-Lawn & 

Neighborhood Discounts

Farm & Estate Maintenance
Fence Repair • Horse Burial

Bush Hogging • Tree Removal

James Morgan

The dictionary defines Christ-
mas as “the annual Christian festival 
celebrating Christ’s birth, held on De-
cember 25 in the Western Church.”  
Straightforward and dry, this tells us 
what Christmas is, but not what it 
means.  

The question comes up every 
year and is discussed, of course, in 
churches.  But we see it bandied about 
on talk shows and in newspaper col-
umns like this one.  Yet, even as our 
smug, self-satisfied, highly secular soci-
ety tries to explain away the Christmas 
story, it demonstrates an understanding 
that the story still matters.  

It probably is not possible to say 
anything about Christmas that hasn’t al-
ready been said but some things need to 
be repeated so here we go.

Christians naturally focus on 
the Incarnation, the moment when “the 
Word was made Flesh,” that is, when 
God took on human form and came 
into the physical world to suffer and die 
as a sacrifice for the purpose of our sal-
vation.  Quite an amazing thing for an 
all-powerful being to do for creatures 
he didn’t have to create in the first place. 

Luke’s biblical narrative of the 
event is almost as dry as the dictionary 
definition:

“And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth 
into Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem: because he was 
of the house and family of David,  to 
be enrolled with Mary his espoused 
wife, who was with child.  And it came 
to pass, that when they were there, 
her days were accomplished, that she 
should be delivered.  And she brought 

forth  her firstborn  son, and wrapped 
him up in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. “

So a woman had a baby.  Such 
an ordinary thing (which is part of the 
point), yet so extraordinary because it 
was, we Christians believe, the first step 
in the fulfillment of the glorious prom-
ise of Judaism. 

Inevitably in discussions about 
the meaning of Christmas, someone 
will bemoan its commercialization.  
And, indeed, that aspect of it has thor-
oughly dominated the Christmas season 
since early in the 20th century though 
its origins go back several decades 
farther.  Santa Claus was popularized 
by Thomas Nast’s editorial drawings 
during the Civil War.  Christmas trees 
came into general use in the 1870s.  The 
growth of department stores in the late 

19th century really gave commercial-
ization a push into prominence.

But commercialization is about 
“the holidays,” not about the holy day 
that is Christmas itself.  And the very 
word “holiday” stems from “holy day” 
just as Santa Claus stems from the reli-
gious figure of St. Nicholas.  Commer-
cialization, thus, is a kind of separation 
of church and state.  It is what happens 
when a holy day becomes a holiday.

Worse than commercialization, 
however, is the very real assault on the 
holy day.  People now routinely say 
“Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry 
Christmas” (though, in my experience, 
saying “Merry Christmas” usually gets 
a very positive, if surprised, response).   
Schools now have Winter vacation and 
Winter pageants.  Christmas carols are 
“holiday songs” and must be cleansed 
of any actual references to Christ.  And, 

of course, no Nativity scenes can be on 
courthouse lawns because someone, 
somewhere will be offended.   

All of this reflects the “progres-
sive” view of culture which requires 
that we respect all traditions but our 
own.    Alas, there is not room here to 
delve into that particular lunacy other 
than to call attention to it.

Even in the commercialization 
of the holiday, however, there is a re-
flection, albeit a pale one, of the true 
meaning of the holy day.   Giving gifts 
reminds us, or should, of the unselfish-
ness of the ultimate sacrificial gift that 
was the Incarnation.  And, whatever the 
meaning, if any, of the secularized ver-
sion, the Incarnation remains the true 
meaning of Christ’s Mass.

So Merry Christmas to all.  And, 
as Tiny Tim said, “God bless us, every 
one.”

Middleburg Charter School
Our newly chartered school 
has run into some unexpect-
ed accreditation trouble as it 
soldiers through its first and 
always most difficult year. . 
. trouble that appears to this 
newspaper to be more a mat-

ter of well-meant but counter-
productive rules, undotted 
“I’s” and uncrossed “T’s” 
than truly substantive.

A lot of hard work, blood, 
sweat and tears have brought 

our school to this point.

Its students, their parents and 
their teachers seem happy 
with what they have seen and 
experienced so far.

We are certain that we will 
soon get past these difficul-
ties quickly and move for-
ward to making Middleburg 
Charter School one of the best 
schools in the county.

The school and its founders 
have earned our support.

Let’s stand behind them.



Page 46   Middleburg Eccentric          December 11, 2014 ~ January 22, 2015 Middleburg Eccentric    •   December 11, 2014 ~ January 22, 2015   Page 47

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588

The Corner Garden Building
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $650,000

Classic old Middleburg fixture • Zoned C-2 which allows retail, restau-
rant or personal services • Lovely large front porch and old stone walls
- nice visibility one block south of the main street • Extensive plant-
ings, room for expansion and full of charm • Approximately 2,300 sf
building on .11 acre lot • Front portion dates from 1870's

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

3 miles from Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial
home  • Stable • Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court •
Mature trees and sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds
most of the property

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Faraway Farm
Middleburg Area  •  $3,350,000

Solid stone home with copper roof on 70 acres • Original portions dating from
the 1700’s • First floor bedroom & 3 additional suites • Original floors • 8 fire-
places • Formal living room • Gourmet kitchen • 2 ponds • Mountain views
• Stone walls • Mature gardens • Pool • Primitive log cabin • Piedmont Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905 Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Flint Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,800,000

Circa 1789 masterpiece • Stunning site is unmatched in the region •
15 acres amidst 400 protected acres • Main house has 3 BR, amazing
kitchen, limestone floors, mahogany doors, 4 FP • 3 BR guest cottage
• 2 BR carriage house • Charming guest quarters • Stunning views,
exquisite detail • Rare find, fantastic value

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Oakfield
Upperville, Virginia  •  $4,900,000

Stone manor house in spectacular setting • 86.81 acres • Highly
protected area in prime Piedmont Hunt • Gourmet kitchen •
Wonderful detail throughout • 5 BR • 5 BA • 3 half BA • 3 fireplaces,
classic pine paneled library • Tenant house • Stable • Riding ring •
Heated saltwater pool • Pergola • Full house generator

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Sunken Lane
Upperville, Virginia  •  $749,000

Prime Upperville location on 11.43 acres • Piedmont Hunt Country •
Surrounded by properties in easement • Contemporary home • Stucco
exterior • 3 BR • 2 full & 2 1/2 BA, 2 fireplaces • Spiral staircase leads
to 8 stall barn • Tack room & office • Property fenced & cross fenced 

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Stonewood
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $970,000

Charming stucco, log and frame home • 10 acres • 3-4 bedrooms • 3 1/2
baths • 2 fireplaces (one in the kitchen with antique brick floor) • Beautiful
reclaimed pine flooring • Bright and sunny family room opens to bluestone
terrace • Master bedroom opens to private balcony • 2 car garage • 4 stall
barn with tack room with 2 paddocks • 2 recorded lots

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Lions Lane
Boyce, Virginia  •  $1,299,900

109 mountain top acres • Unbelievable western views • Hunters’
paradise • Over 2.5 miles of walking, hiking and/or ATV trials • 3
bedrooms • 2 fireplaces • Updated gourmet kitchen • 3 car garage •
Energy efficient

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Elmore Farm
Markham, Virginia  •  $895,000

c. 1820’s gracious old Virginia home • 40 acres bound by Goose
Creek  • Original floors and stone fireplaces • High ceilings • Huge
back porch, 4+ bedrooms and in law suite • Bright and modern
kitchen with family room addition for today's living • Great views,
open pasture & pond

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Langhorne Farm
Upperville, Virginia  •  $5,320,000

266 acres in Piedmont Hunt • Panoramic views of the Blue Ridge, Bull Run
and Cobbler mountains which surround the whole property • Improvements
include 4 farmhouses, an iconic red dairy barn and many agricultural buildings
• Ponds and traditional stone walls • This working farm is protected by a
Virginia Outdoors Foundation conservation easement which allows 2 parcels

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588 Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

The Haven
The Plains, Virginia  •  $2,495,000

Fabulous equestrian property • High efficiency low maintenance home
with state of the art geothermal and solar systems • Stone fireplaces,
pool, cabana • Great kitchen and bathrooms • Huge front porch
overlooking pond • 7 stall stable with apartment • Euro felt arena •
4 paddocks and prime ride out location

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $2,950,000

A pastoral 5 bedroom c. 1830 farmhouse and a grand stone pavilion
• Elegant but unfussy • 103 acres of open farmland • The pavilion
serves as a pool house, greenhouse, banquet room, and guest quarters
• Great location

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Iron Work Gold

Security

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Pets

Roofing

Real Estate Storage Rental

Organic Foods

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Wine Tasting

Got Wine? As featured in 
Southern Living, Wally, the 

charming & chatty wine 
proprietor is always tasting 

at the Aldie Peddler”
703-327-6743

Rt. 50 ~ Historic Aldie, VA

Licensed • Insured • Bonded

703-470-0540(Nataly)
703-473-6633(Doris)

Cleaning

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

Home Maintenance

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured

Matt McKay
540-687-5114 
877-900-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair

ANDERSON COOPER 
GROUP

ARCHITECTS

20 S. Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-5787

www.acgarchitects.com

Architect

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

Historic Restoration

Marcelino caMpos

Campos
Landscaping

Mowing & landscaping

Oil Changing • Blade Sharpening

gutter Cleaning • pOwer waShing

540.398.6540
540.671.3847

macampos75@hotmail.com

Business Directory & Calendar  of  Events

The Middleburg Eccentric

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Hunt Country Guide

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

THOMAS  &  TALBOT 
REAL  ESTATE

THOMAS-TALBOT.com
(540) 687-6500

Craftsmanship without Compromise
New Work or Repairs

Greg Lough
New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

Deerchase LLC

Historic Restoration • Class A Building Contractor

Richard Williams
www.deerchasellc.com

703 • 431 • 4868

New Work & Repairs
540-905-3403

Carpentry

Home Health Care

FOR RENT
Middleburg

Storage/Work Shop
$150 per month

Call
540-687-3200



FINE PROPERTIES
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