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Lauren R. Giannini

Residents, neighboring communi-
ties and tourists know what’s spe-
cial about this town whose popu-
larity as a destination continues to 

grow by leaps and bounds. Southern Liv-
ing chose it for their special online feature 
about the South’s Best Small Towns, part 
of the year-long celebration of their 50th 
anniversary. 

Here’s what Southern Living said about 
the Best Small Towns: “These Main Street 
towns evoke the best of what we are as 
a culture. They’re places with a beating 
heart, where tradition is the lifeblood, and 
neighbors gather on front porches for a 
glass of sweet tea. Here are our 20 favorite 
small spots.”

Alphabetically, Middleburg ran next to 
last, but to be one of the 20 small towns 
chosen from the many hundreds of small 
towns found throughout the South is, well, 
quite amazing. One person who isn’t that 
surprised by the accolade was born, raised 
and lived here her entire life: Mayor Betsy 
Davis.  

“I have always known how very spe-
cial our town is,” said Mayor Davis. “The 
beauty of our tree-lined streets and the gor-
geous scenery that surrounds us is second 
to none. The history that our town holds is 
intriguing. People appreciate that we are 
“the real thing” — that we haven’t tried 
to mold ourselves after anywhere else. We 
have evolved and grown stronger through 
the years just by loving what we have and 
working hard to preserve it.”

Acknowledging that some people have 
expressed concern about Middleburg’s 
growing popularity, she added, “That’s 
what keeps us strong. We must share what 
we have while not changing who we are.” 

Her words are typical of the gracious-
ness of southern hospitality. However, 
many factors contributed to Middleburg 
being selected as a Best Small Town.

“We start with our readers and pay close 
attention to how they respond to stories 
and destinations,” said Valerie Luesse, Se-
nior Travel Editor at Southern Living. “We 
reach out to our network of editors and 
freelancers. We go for a good geographic 
spread. We love visually beautiful settings, 
landscape, architecture, and towns that are 
into historic preservation and adopt causes, 
especially downtown. We love when a local 
group is excited about their town. 

“We look for towns that are pedestrian 
friendly — good places to stroll and relax, 
where you can park the car and explore the 
shops, restaurants, galleries, culture, arts, 
the outdoors,” Luesse continued. “Then we 
deliberate, think about it, consider all the 
factors. It’s not a flash decision. There’s a 
great deal of merit and honor to be chosen 
one of the best.”

In the 50 years since its inception and 
first issue, published in February 1966, 
Southern Living has succeeded in its quest 

Southern Living’s 
Best Small Towns: 
Middleburg
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Serving our Clients Since 1939

10 E. Washington St  •   Post Office Box 485  •   Middleburg, VA 20118
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$6,833,300  •  FQ7949197 $2,999,000  •  CL7939070

$990,000  •  CL8028260

$6,833,300  •  LO7840524

porch.  Deck. Invisible Fence.

 Main Floor Master Suite with 
Fireplace. 3 Bedrooms plus a Loft, 3.5 Baths almost 11 
very private acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
Finished basement with game room, exercise area 
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694 FEDERAL ST, PARIS -  Fabulous historic property in 
the heart of Paris. Zoned Village Commercial. 1.7+ acres 
consisting of a main residence/showroom with 2 
bedrooms and 1 bath. 2 bedroom Guest House/Rental 
Property and two smaller buildings for retail, o�ce 
space, or storage.

FQ9501611  $695,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

13 HUNT CT, MIDDLEBURG - Ultimate quality! Immacu-
late all brick townhouse w/ high end upgrades & �nishes. 
Recently re�nished HW �oors, built-in bookcases, beauti-
ful crown molding, Wi-� thermostats & Ralph Lauren 
lighting �xtures throughout. 3 �replaces, 4 levels, beauti-
ful light-�lled kitchen. Mins from downtown. MUST SEE!

LO9505718  $499,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

AMITY FARM, MIDDLEBURG  - Unique country house on 
8.5 acres with paddocks and riding ring. Visit horses just 
out front door, or use 3 stalls as a dramatic feature of a 
future atrium joining both wings of the home. Stocked 
pond with sandy beach! Home includes 2 main 
bedrooms plus two guest rooms/o�ce. Mountain views!
Kim Hurst
703.932.9651

YourCountryHome.net

LO9592340    $724,500

BERRY HILL FARM, MIDDLEBURG  - At 200 yrs, "Berry Hill" has 
been fully renovated by a new owner, and is back on the 
market.  Thoughtful changes meet modern expectations 
but retain all historic charm. 10-ac gem features a spring-fed 
pond, paddocks, stable, and scenic grounds. Inside, large 
bright rooms are warmed by generous use of stone & wood. 
Kim Hurst
703.932.9651

YourCountryHome.net

LO9500466   $1,166,000

10000 MOUNT AIRY RD, UPPERVILLE - Extraordinary brick 
colonial on 50+ gorgeous acres in prestigious Greystone. 
Over 9000 sq.ft.of spectacular living space featuring 3 
beautifully �nished levels. Heated pool, tennis court and 
brilliant gardens overlook a picturesque pond with 
fabulous moutain views, in a private & secluded location!

FQ8470391  $3,500,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

CLOVERLAND FARM, THE PLAINS - Overlooking 149 acres 
in Orange County Hunt, this is truly a masterpiece of �ne 
country living. Exquisite stone home designed by William 
Lawrence Bottomley & built by William Hanback. Grand 
foyer, stately rooms, mahogany library, conservatory, 
chefs kitchen, indoor pool, tennis court, magni�cent 
views.

FQ9590732  $6,500,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

35679 MILLVILLE RD, MIDDLEBURG - Beautiful stone 
home on 40+ acre. Bright, spacious 4 BR/5BA- perfect for 
entertaining. Open �oor with spacious light-�lled dining 
room and living room that open up to decks and views of 
Goose Creek. Exquisite 8-stall stone horse barn with tack 
room. Additional guest house and lot available.

LO8269159  $2,800,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

23085 PANTHERSKIN LN, MIDDLEBURG - Exceptionally 
spacious brick house with rooftop observatory  in private 
setting. Large master BR w/ample closet space. Family 
room w/ FP connects to kitchen overlooking pond. Large 
mud room & 4 car garage. Finished in-law suite w/ BR, Liv 
w/ FP, kitchenette, media room & work/storage rooms

LO8105401  $975,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

1511 ELLERSLIE RD, BERRYVILLE - A rare opportunity to 
own 249+/- ac of waterfront property in the countryside. 
With a combination of tall vistas, panoramic views & the 
Shenandoah river, you can have your pick of home sites. 
Minutes from Millwood & nearly 1/2 mile of shore line! 
See video on website.

CL9514053  $2,900,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

Middleburg 540-687-6321  | Purcellville 540-338-7770  |  Leesburg 703-777-1170
WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

WWW.ATOKAPROPERTIES.COM

Find us on Facebook! Follow us on Instagram!

 

    
    

 

    
    REDUCED

23545 OLD MEADOW LN, MIDDLEBURG - Hard to �nd 
minutes from town, private and protected, all brick 
Georgian built in 1998. 10' ceilings on �rst �oor, coved 
ceiling, lovely molding, 2 gas �replaces, 4 bedrooms, 4 
1/2 baths, new sunroom, great kitchen, 3 car garage w/ 
workshop, circular asphalt driveway on 7.75 acres. 

LO8763606  $1,385,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

1714 ZULLA RD, MIDDLEBURG - Eglinton Farm - 76+ acres 
on sought after Zulla Road 1 mile from Middleburg. 
Beautiful 5 bedroom 4.5 bath house with more than 
6,500 sq ft of living space. House includes 2 bedroom 
apt. Additional 3,000 sq ft guest house stable, ring 
fenced pastures and equipment sheds. Orange County 

FQ9566772   $2,750,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

 

    
    

 

    
    

UNDER CONTRACT

DOWDEN DOWNS RD, HAYMARKET - Stunning custom 
home! Italian tile and Marble. Granite in the kitchen and 
bathrooms. Two story foyer and family room w/ custom 
stone �replace. Huge deck w/ spacious sitting room 
overlooking backyard and pond. Theater room, ready to 
�nish bar, wine cellar & safe in basement. Four car garage.

   $1,449,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

 

    
    

COMIN
G SOON

Keith & Pam Foster 
Create Another Fabulous Shop 

News of Note

Di s c r i m i n a t i n g 
shoppers from 
around the 
country always 

plan to visit Keith and Pam 
Foster’s Middleburg shop, 
The Outpost, when they 
are in the area. They have 
absolute confidence that the 
decorative piece they’ve 
been searching for will be 
found among the spectacular 
range of stylish art, furniture 
and elegant items The 
Outpost offers.

Now, according to Keith, 
there is a new, second shop 
about to debut.  

“We love everything about 
The Outpost,” he explained, 

“but for some time I’ve 
wanted to test a concept that 
would offer our customers 
and clients something very 
different….something more 
reflective of a different side 
of our style.”

What Keith refers to is his 
and Pam’s love of the natural 
world, great gardens, and a 
lighter, more whimsical  style 
that so perfectly balances and 
integrates with their love for 
the darker British Campaign 
and travel related styles.

To test his idea, Keith 
staged one room of The 
Outpost last spring to offer 
beautiful and original 
European garden and park 

pieces.  
“It was a success,” he said 

smiling.  “We sold everything 
in the room rather quickly.”

So, with confidence 
and a highly professional 
commitment to their clients, 
Keith and Pam will open The 
Keep, their new Upperville 
shop April 16th and 17th 
in the former Upperville 
Primitive Baptist Church on 
John S. Mosby Highway. 
It will be open weekends 
only. In addition, they have 
completely transformed the 
adjoining cottage, which is 
now available for short-term 
rentals on VRBO. If you 
love The Outpost’s look, you 

or your guests will want to 
move in to The Cottage.

“The Keep will offer 
a very different vibe and 
aesthetic,” Keith emphasizes.  
“The spectacular space has 
been totally renovated.  It’s 
very light and open with 
16 foot high ceilings and 
a casual yet dramatic style 
that incorporates the major 
garden influence that we 
both love.”

Keith, who continues to 
design golf courses in his 
“spare time” will welcome 
customers at The Outpost 
along with Lauren Rhodes, 
and Pam will most often be 
at The Keep.

Meanwhile, The Outpost 
reopens Friday, April 9th and 
Keith expects many clients 
to be in the area for a first 
view of the new offerings.

As in year’s past, many 
local shoppers get a jump on 
the official opening date by 
watching for the arrival of 
containers that are delivered 
at the shop following Keith 
and Pam’s far-flung travels.  
In fact, recently when 
containers began to appear 
outside The Outpost, many 
clients arrived soon after the 
trucks left to survey the new 
pieces as they made their 
first appearance.

P.O. Box 1768
Middleburg, VA 20118

540-687-3200
news@mbecc.com

Editor In Chief
Dee Dee Hubbard 

editor@mbecc.com

Production Director
Jay Hubbard

Publisher
Dan Morrow
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News of Note
Mark and Maggie O’Conner 
American Classics at Barns of Rose Hill

Two-time Grammy Award 
winner Mark O’Connor 
and Maggie O’Connor, 
versatile and accom-

plished violinists who play ev-
erything from Classical violin 
to Bluegrass and Rock & Roll 
Fiddle will appear at The Barns 
at Rose Hill April 2nd.

 Mark and Maggie O’Connor 
- American Classics identifies the 
cornerstones of repertoire, style 
and wonderful diversity of A 
New American School of String 
Playing. Mining a huge body of 
repertoire that has made its im-
pact on American music, the se-
lected tunes and arrangements by 
Mr. O’Connor represent stylistic 
importance, pedagogical value 
and have timeless appeal. 

The program offers a broad 
and interconnecting collection 
of American music through vio-
lin solos and duos, with several 
featuring piano accompaniment. 
Audiences as well as students 
of the violin will find them-
selves inspired by the songbook 
of  America  as they have never 
heard it before.

A product of America’s rich 
aural folk tradition as well as clas-
sical music, Mark O’Connor’s 
creative journey began at the feet 
of a pair of musical giants. The 
first was the folk fiddler and in-
novator who created the modern 
era of American fiddling, Benny 
Thomasson; the second, French 
jazz violinist, considered one of 
the greatest improvisers in the 
history of the violin, Stephane 
Grappelli. Working with clas-
sical violin icons Isaac Stern, 
Itzhak Perlman, Yehudi Menhuin 
and Pinchas Zukerman, he ab-
sorbed knowledge and influence 
from the multitude of musical 
styles and genres he studied and 
participated in. With his body of 
work including 45 feature albums 
of mostly his own compositions, 
Mark O’Connor has melded and 
shaped these influences into a 
new American Classical music, 
and a vision of an entirely Ameri-
can school of string playing.

Violinist and American fiddler 
Maggie O’Connor performs a 
variety of musical styles in con-
cert halls throughout the U.S. and 

Barns of Rose Hill

Photo: Aaron Riddle Photography (ACRiddle.com)

Barns of Rose Hill
95 Chalmers Court, 
Berryville, VA  22611

Ticket Prices & Info: 
(540) 955-2004

BarnsofRoseHill.org

A Cultural Center for the Shenandoah Valley

• April Performances & Events •

April 2 • Mark and Maggie O’Connor: American Classics
Grammy-winner Mark O’Connor and his wife, Maggie, perform a broad and 
interconnecting collection of American music through violin solos and duos.

April 9 • Joan & Joni: A Tribute to Joan Baez & Joni Mitchell  
D.C. area singer-songwriters Allison Shapira and Kipyn Martin 

perform beloved originals and folk songs.

April 9 • Book Talk • Free Event
Military historian John R. Maass discusses his recent book The Road to Yorktown: 

Jefferson, Lafayette and the British Invasion of Virginia, which explores the 
1781 British invasion of central Virginia in the campaign leading up to 

the Siege of Yorktown in October 1781. 

April 10 • Film Series: The Salt of the Earth 
Oscar-nominated documentary of renowned Brazilian 

photographer Sebastiao Salgado. 

April 15 • Rhythm Future Quartet
This acoustic jazz ensemble offers up a newly minted sound, influenced 

by the classic Hot Club of France, yet wholly contemporary.

April 16 • Benefit Fashion Show: What Goes Around Comes Around! 
Go back in time through current fashions to benefit the Clarke County Humane 
Foundation. Fashions by Chico’s of Creekside. Silent auction will add to the fun.

April 17 • Classical Music Series: Featuring 
Guitarist Michael Chapdelaine

 First Prize Winner in the world’s top competitions in both Classical and Fingerstyle 
genres. Chapdelaine enchants and dazzles audiences with his breath-taking versatility.

April 22 • Book Talk - Free Event
Lesley Lee Francis, granddaughter of the beloved American poet Robert Frost, 

talks about her new book, You Come Too: My Journey with Robert Frost.

April 24 • Bluegrass & BBQ Series: The Foghorn Stringband 
This band is the present-day shining gold standard for American string band 

music playing their “Hard Hittin’ Rural American music!”

April 27 • Michael Lynche & The Black Saints
This American Idol winner, “Big Mike”, is a new breed soul singer with classic

influences. A night of amazing love songs by an amazing singer.

~ Coming Events in the beautiful James R. Wilkins, Sr. Great Hall ~  

Berryville, VA

COMING SOON – Just off Zulla Road, The Plains
10 beautiful rolling acres - Gracious home with large rooms, 2 fireplaces, kitchen open to family 
room with fireplace, separate dining room, living room with fireplace, 2-car garage, covered 
brick rear patio in private setting.

Dover Road, Middleburg $885,000
2 minutes to Middleburg - Spacious open floor plan, wrap around front porch & side porch, 
family room with fireplace, built-in bookcases & doors leading to rear slate patio, very nice 
large kitchen w/ cherry cabinets, granite counters & stainless steel appliances. Main level Mas-
ter Suite, large upper level recreation room, full roughed in unfinished lower level, 2-car ga-
rage.

Atoka Chase Lane, Middleburg $1,375,000
Custom home with views of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Front porch, rear patio, main level mas-
ter suite includes 390 gallon heated pool, living room with fireplace & picture windows, family 
room addition with fireplace, 2-car garage. Gently rolling 11.65 acres, excellent horse property, 
four board fencing, large paddock, stone wall & machine storage building designed to be con-
verted to 3-stall barn.

Serving Your Real Estate Needs from Cottages to Estates

WHITE & COMPANY 
REAL ESTATE, INC.

5 E. Federal Street • Middleburg • Virginia
540-687-3700

cwhite@whitecorealestate.com

Shakespeare in the ‘Burg
Is Almost Here!
Get Your Tickets Now!

Shakespeare in the ‘Burg is 
just two weeks away and 
now is the time to pur-
chase tickets for The Life 

of King Henry V, The Importance 
of Being Earnest and Billings, 
the winning play from our inter-
national playwriting competition.

The playwright, Lloyd Pace, 
will be joining us from New York 
to see his play performed and to 
talk with our guests about being 
a playwright and this play in par-
ticular. Billings will be preceded 
by a gourmet champagne brunch 
catered by Ayrshire Farm and the 
Home Farm Store. Tickets are 
$25. The performance is at the 
Middleburg Community Center, 
and doors will open at 11 a.m.

New this year is an expanded 
stage so that all of our guests 
will have great seats. Every per-
formance will be up close, per-
sonal—and highly entertaining. 
The production values of the 
American Shakespeare Center, 
who will perform the two plays 
on Saturday, April 2, are extraor-
dinary. They create a dynamic yet 
intimate experience for play go-
ers, and they have been honored 
many times for the high stan-
dards they bring to the stage.

The Importance of Being Ear-
nest is at 2 p.m., Saturday, April 
2. Doors open at 1:30 for a musi-
cal prelude that you won’t want 
to miss. Chrysalis Wines will 
be selling wines at both Satur-

day performances, and Popcorn 
Monkey will be selling popcorn, 
including  our commemorative 
Shakespeare in the ‘Burg pop-
corn tins. Tickets are $40

The Life of King Henry V is at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, with doors 
opening at 7 for music. Both of 
these plays, by different authors 
and with very different subjects, 
share a mutual compassion and 
depth of understanding of human 
nature. Oscar Wilde’s Earnest 
uses satire and farce to make his 
point. Shakespeare’s use of lan-
guage is unequaled in our history, 
and Henry V has everything—
humor, romance, tragedy and ac-
tion. Tickets are $40.

Book your tickets at 
www.shakespeareintheburg.com 

And—be sure to join us at the 
Middleburg Library on Friday, 
April 1, 6-8 pm. Hunt Lyman and 
Jill Beifuss will make a special 
presentation as we commemorate 
the 400th anniversary of Shake-
speare’s death. They will discuss 
the enduring legacy of Shake-
speare and his contributions to 
the English language, and their 
presentation will include a per-
formance aspect. The library 
also sponsored a competition for 
the best cake decoration, so you 
won’t want to miss this. This 
event is FREE, and there will be 
refreshments! 

AHT Insurance 
Expands Chicago 
Manufacturing Practice 

AHT Insurance, a na-
tionally recognized 
independent insurance 
brokerage, is please to 

announce the expansion of its 
Chicago operations. Opened in 
2014, AHT’s Chicago office has 
focused on the growth of AHT’s 
manufacturing, technology, and 
private equity practices. AHT’s 
growth in these areas, particu-
larly the manufacturing space has 
warranted the addition of Adam 
Billmeyer to the AHT team.

Billmeyer joined AHT as a 
Risk Consultant for the manufac-
turing practice on February 12th. 
The addition of Billmeyer will 
reinforce AHT’s commitment to 
the manufacturing industry in 
the Midwest and further estab-
lish AHT Insurance as a leader in 
property and casualty insurance 
and risk management for manu-
facturers.

George Forrester, AHT Senior 
Vice President commented, “We 
are thrilled to have Adam join our 
team to provide more bandwidth 
to AHT’s packaging and process-
ing machinery manufacturing 
practice as we celebrate our 20th 
year serving the industry. The 
growth of the practice in Chicago 
allows AHT to effectively deploy 
our proprietary systems and re-
sources to our manufacturing cli-
ents in the Midwest.”

Prior to joining AHT, Bill-
meyer was a commercial sales 
executive for a large national 
broker. He has also acted in both 
marketing and business devel-
opment roles for a successful, 
family owned business in the fi-
nancial industry, specifically in 
advanced planning for families 
and businesses. Adam received 
his degree from the University of 
St. Francis.

Budget Negotiations Begin
Middleburg Town Council Report
Dan Morrow

At its February 25th work 
session Town Adminis-
trator Marthat Semmes 
reported that the latest 

draft of Middleburg’s General 
Fund Expense Budget for Fis-
cal Year 2017 totaled roughly $3 
million, around an eight percent 
increase over the preceding year. 

Noting that the draft projected 
only a seven percent increase in 
revenue, Semmes reiterated her 
traditionally cautious approach 
to revenue estimates.  “Revenue 
derived from Salamander’s prop-
erty taxes and tax-revenue-pro-
ducing operations were always a 
question mark,” she said, noting 
that, on the positive side,  “ they 
continued to exceed the Town’s 
expectations.”

While Middleburg’s property 
tax assessments were up nine 
percent last year, she said, they 
were up only 5.8% this year.

The bulk of the decrease, 
Semmes suggested, was an ap-
propriate decline in the taxable 
assessed value land owned by 
Salamander that had been zoned 
but has not yet been developed.  
Once houses are constructed on 
that land, the assessed value will 
increase.

Based on her conservative es-
timates, Semmes draft projects 
an equalized property tax rate of 
sixteen cents, a penny lower than 
the current rate.   That penny de-
crease, she noted, equaled rough-
ly thirty-one thousand eight hun-
dred dollars less revenue. 

Semmes reminded Council 
that the amount of the town’s 
“contingency reserve” or emer-
gency fund would change as 
the budget evolved.  It currently 
stands at about $232,000.  

In the weeks and months 
ahead Council faces decisions 
on whether to sell or improve 
several town properties includ-
ing the Health Center Building:  
technology investments from 

street lighting to parking meters; 
if, when, where and how to move 
its police department and town 
offices; and funding options and 
requests related to worthy events, 
programs and causes, including 
the old Zion Church building, the 
Middleburg Museum, and sup-
port facilities made redundant by 
the removal from service of one 
of the Town’s water wells.

Construction and 
Its Discontents

Business people, residents, 
friends and visitors to Middleburg 
continue to bear up and soldier 
on as the Virginia Department of 
Transportation completes con-
struction on the Middleburg por-
tion its  “Route 50 Streetscape 
Project” and the Town improves 
its water distribution system.

During a work session dis-
cussion Council member Shea 
noted pointedly that “the Town 
needed to make sure it was doing 
all it could to help the business-
es.”  Last year, she noted, when 
work was being done on Liberty 
Street, the sidewalk was closed 
for weeks. “Something like that 
could make or break a business,” 
she noted.

In the midst of what all appear 
to agree is a mess worth suffer-
ing through in the long run, there 
have been points of light. 

Restaurants, Water, 
and Dishes

As businesses are connected 
to the Town’s new water lines, 
for example, water becomes 
unavailable for hours. Council-
member Kevin Hazard and Town 
Administrator Semmes reported 
pleas from the Red Horse Tavern 
and the Red Fox Inn requesting 
that, if possible their water be 
turned off later than the currently 
scheduled 9:00 p.m. cut-off times 
so they could get their dishes 

washed in time to open the next 
day.

Semmes explained that the 
water project contractor had al-
ready decided to maker water 
connection changes for restau-
rants at night in an effort to have 
as little impact as possible, and 
would work with the owners to 
begin work as late as possible.  
They had managed the Trotters 
Perk Bistro connection, she not-
ed on the day they were closed.   

Parking 

Police Chief A. J. Panebianco 
also credited project manager 
Jovi Alves, whom he described 
as “an asset to the community,” 
for doing  “some significant be-
hind-the-scenes work to make 
sure there was parking on the 
streets”

Though the community was 
being heavily impacted by the 
project, Panebianco continued, 
“it would be worse without Mr. 
Alves,” who, in his view, clearly 
“cared about the community and 
has told him that he wanted the 
project to have as little impact as 
possible, while still getting the 
work done. “ 

Salamander Development

Town Planner Moore reported 
that Salamander presented its 
first draft of the design guidelines 
to the Historic District Review 
Committee  for the new homes 
planned for their already-zoned 
residential development.  

Council member Trowbridge 
Littleton reported that, in his 
view, “the models looked nice.”  

Town Planner Moore noted 
that the HDRC “was taking this 
very seriously as they understood 
the large effect of this develop-
ment on the community” con-
firming that  “ they would look at 
the guidelines in detail.”

beyond.   Frequently perform-
ing with her husband, violinist 
and composer Mark O’Connor, 
together they have appeared as 
guest soloists with the Singapore 
Chinese Orchestra, the Santa 
Rosa Symphony and many other 
symphony orchestras perform-
ing his composition Strings and 
Threads Suite.   Maggie is also a 
frequent guest performer in her 
husband’s ensembles ranging 
from Hot Swing and An Evening 
of American Strings to An Appa-
lachian Christmas, a hit concert 
tour taking place each holiday 
season.   Maggie is working as 
co-director along with Mark for 
the O’Connor Method Camp 
NYC featuring the lesson book 
series that is rising in popular-
ity each year. She is also fea-
tured in her and her husband’s 
new album “Duo,” which David 
McGee of Deep Roots Magazine 
claims “As a technician and as an 

expressive player, she is formi-
dable, has it all. What I find so 
special about her, apart from the 
sheer soulfulness abundant in the 
music she makes, is her uncanny 
sense of playing off of and with 
Mark, knowing when to assert 
herself and when to be empathet-
ic and supportive.”

TICKETS AND 
INFORMATION:

Barns of Rose Hill is located 
at 95 Chalmers Court, Berryville, 
Va. 22611. Free parking is avail-
able next door at the Berryville-
Clarke County Government 
Center  / Clarke County Library 
/ Barns of Rose Hill parking lot. 

For more information, please 
visit the Barns of Rose Hill web-
site at BarnsofRoseHill.org.



www.mbecc.com

Page 6   Middleburg Eccentric     •     March 24, 2016 ~ April 28, 2016 Middleburg Eccentric     •    March 24, 2016 ~ April 28, 2016  Page 7

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com

Plumber?
These future plumbers have 

already started their training. For 
today’s plumbing problems call 

your local plumbing experts.

We fix it right the first time.
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News of Note

Middleburg Lions Club

Presents

Freddie 
the Fox

Available 
for booking

P. O. Box 1938
Middleburg, VA 20118

(540) 522-9684
Paul Eden

Follow Freddie on
Facebook!

 

Join us for lunch, dinner or Sunday 
Champagne brunch at the award-winning
Restaurant at Goodstone. Sip a glass of 
fine wine and sample Chef Leonard’s 
popular “Chef’s Surprise.”

Goodstone’s Tuesday Lunch Special
Every Tuesday is Locals Lunch Day 
at Goodstone! Mention this ad 
and receive 20% off your meal!

Our Shakespeare in the ’Burg Package
Enjoy one-night accommodations and 
two tickets to a performance at the festival.
Book online. Promo Code: SHAKES16
(April 1-3, 2016. Subject to availability.)

36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg
540.687.3333 / 877.219.4663

WWW.GOODSTONE.COM

Foxcroft School to Host Screening of 
Award-Winning Audubon Film, “Rara Avis”
Director and producer will lead discussion of the first film about 
John J. Audubon, his obsession with “Birds of America” and the legacy he left behind

Appleton Campbell Earns 
2015 Angie’s List Super Service 
Award in Two Categories 

Appleton Campbell, 
a locally owned and 
operated plumbing, 
heating, air condi-

tioning, and electrical services 
company based in Warrenton, 
Virginia since 1976, received 
the 2015 Angie’s List Super 
Service Award for consistently 
providing excellent customer 
service in:

• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Plumbing

“Only about 5 percent of 
companies have performed so 
consistently well enough to 
earn our Super Service Award,” 
said Angie’s List Founder An-
gie Hicks. “It’s a really high 
standard.”

Angie’s List Super Service 
Award 2015 winners have met 
strict eligibility requirements, 
which include an “A” rating in 
overall grade, recent grade, and 
review period grade; the com-
pany must be in good stand-

ing with Angie’s List, pass a 
background check and abide by 
Angie’s List operational guide-
lines.

Service company ratings are 
updated daily on Angie’s List. 
Companies are graded an A 
through F scale in areas rang-
ing from price to professional-
ism to punctuality.

For additional informa-
tion about Appleton Campbell, 
please visit appletoncampbell.
com.

Second Annual 
Pennwriters 
Writers Conference

Local Pennwriters repre-
sentative, Bobbi Carduc-
ci, is proud to announce 
that the line-up of work-

shop presenters at this year’s 
Pennwriters conference  includes  
Nancy Martin, winner of the 2009 
Lifetime Achievement award for 
mystery writing from Romantic 
Times magazine and Eccentric 
Publisher Dan Morrow, historian 
and 2013 author of Murder In 
Lexington, a true tale of seduc-
tion, murder and southern honor 
in one of Virginia’s most famous 
college towns on the eve of the 
American Civil War.

Nancy is the author of 48 pop 
fiction novels in mystery, sus-
pense, historical and romance 
genres, Nancy created The 
Blackbird Sisters in 2002--- mys-
teries about three impoverished 
Main Line heiresses who adven-
ture in couture and crime--as if 
“Agatha Christie had wandered 
onto the set of Sex and The City.” 
Nominated for the Agatha Award 
for Best First Mystery of 2002, 
HOW TO MURDER A MIL-
LIONAIRE won the RT award 
for Best First Mystery and was a 
finalist for the Daphne DuMauri-
er Award. Nancy has also written 

the Roxy Abruzzo mystery series 
for St. Martin’s Minotaur, FOXY 
ROXY and STICKY FINGERS.

Also presenting at the confer-
ence: Pennwriters President and 
nonfiction author, Carol Silvis, 
Jay W. Foreman, David Hazard, 
David Sackrider, Linda Harris 
Sittig, Sharon Kraftchak, Val 
Muller, Dixiane Hallaj, Bobbi 
Carducci, and Kathy Jo Shea, 
owner of Second Chapter Books. 

Authors interested in discuss-
ing possible publishing opportu-
nities for their book are invited 
to make an appointment to meet 
with a representative of S&H 
Publishing or Freedom Forge 
Press. Conference registration 
required. 

Conference Location: at Ida 
Lee Park, 60 Ida Lee Drive, 
Leesburg, VA. This full day writ-
ers conference will include a ca-
tered lunch. The cost is $100.00 
for non-members, $85.00 for 
students and $75.00 dollars for 
members of Pennwriters. Reg-
istration can be done online 
at  http://pennwriters.org/area-
7-mini-conference-writers-proj-
ect-runway-ii/or by contacting 
Bobbi Carducci, bcarducci@
comcast.net, 540- 903-6831

Noted conservationist 
and Foxcroft alumna 
Cina Alexander For-
gason (Class of 1973) 

and two-time Academy Award 
nominee Al Reinert will screen 
and discuss their compelling 
documentary about naturalist and 
explorer John James Audubon, 
Rara Avis: John James Audu-
bon and the Birds of America, at 
Foxcroft School at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, April 11th.

The public is invited to at-
tend the event – the latest offer-
ing of the Helen Cudahy Niblack 
’42 Arts Lecture Series -- in the 
Athletic/Student Center on the 
School’s Middleburg campus. 
Admission is free but seating is 
limited. 

Please telephone 540.687.4510 
or email advancement@foxcroft.
org for reservations.

The first feature-length docu-
mentary about the Frenchman 
who made it his life’s work to 
catalog 700 birds of North Amer-
ica with exquisite painting that 
have influenced naturalists and 
artists for generations, Rara Avis 
was named Best Film for Story-
line and Production at the 2016 
Waimea Oceans Film Festival. It 
is an intimate look at Audubon’s 
life, the price he and his family 
paid for his obsession and the 
monumental work he left behind 
and it informs and captivates 
viewers just as Audubon’s aston-
ishing paintings did 200 years 
ago. 

Reinert, the writer and direc-
tor of Rara Avis, co-wrote the 
screenplay for Apollo 13, which 
was nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Writing, Screen-

play. He received his second 
Oscar nomination for Best Docu-
mentary, Feature, for the film, For 
All Mankind, which also garnered 
the Sundance Film Festival’s Au-
dience Award, Documentary and 
Grand Jury Prize, Documentary. 
His most recent documentary, An 
Unreal Dream — The Michael 
Morton Story, won the SXSW 
Film Festival’s Audience Award 
for Best Documentary.

A lifelong conservationist 
and managing partner of Rara 
Avis Productions LLC, Caro-
line “Cine” Alexander Forguson 
serves on the boards of The Na-
ture Conservancy of Texas, The 
Peregrine Fund and the Lewa 
USA Wildlife Conservancy, 
which supports a conservancy 
and community development 
projects in northern Kenya.

The free, public screening is 
part of a longer visit to Foxcroft 
by Forgazson and Reinert during 
which they will meet with stu-

dents and faculty in other more 
informal and conversational set-
tings. 

The Helen Cudahy Niblack 
’42 Arts Lecture Series, estab-
lished by Austi Brown (Foxcroft 
Class of 1973) in memory of her 
mother, has brought a variety 
of literary, performing, and fine 
artists to Foxcroft to share their 
work, stories, and perspective on 
the nature of the creative process 
with both students and the larg-
er community since it began in 
2007.

Al Reinert Cina Forgason

Humane Commerce Awards

The 88th Academy 
Awards honored the 
best films of 2015, but 
not before Humane 

Farm Animal Care (HFAC), 
the leading international non-
profit certification organization 
improving the lives of millions 
of farm animals in food produc-
tion, steps up to the stage to 
shine a spotlight on a few re-
tail superstars that are making 
a difference in the lives of farm 
animals.

HFAC believes the best way 
to help farm animals is through 

the marketplace. Every year, 
they give an “Oscar” nod to 
those retailers that show their 
commitment to animal welfare 
by selling Certified Humane® 
products in their stores.

So without further ado, the 
Oscar goes to…..the following 
local businesses among others.

Best Performance in a Sup-
porting Role Safeway Inc.

Safeway, another 3-time 
winner in this category con-
tinues to show their support 
for cage-free eggs. They are 
the only major grocery retailer 

in the U.S. to require all of its 
eggs not just be cage-free, but 
Certified Humane® cage-free 
– in all of their stores. Safeway 
sets the bar high for other gro-
cery retailers.

Most Committed Pet Food 
Retailer Wylie Wagg 

Wylie Wagg operates a 
group of stores in the Wash-
ington, D.C. metropolitan area, 
selling all available varieties of 
Certified Humane pet food and 
snacks. That’s something to 
bark and meow about!

Mosby Heritage Area 
Needs Volunteers At 
Civil War Park Day

The Mosby Heritage Area 
Association, the non-
profit preservation and 
education organization, 

needs volunteers to help maintain 
the pristine, historic look of the 
Atoka village, formerly called 
Rector’s Crossroads, on Satur-
day, April 2 at 1:00 p.m.  

This initiative is part of a na-
tionwide clean-up effort spon-
sored by the Civil War Trust, a 
nonprofit organization devoted 
to the preservation of America’s 
hallowed battlegrounds.

Park Day at Atoka will begin at 
the historic Caleb Rector House, 
1461 Atoka Road, Marshall, Vir-
ginia, 20115.  Volunteers will be 
asked to clean up the historic vil-
lage, a common rendezvous site 
for Mosby’s Rangers and site of 
a June 21, 1863 Civil War battle.  

Before the clean-up begins, 
volunteers will enjoy a historical 
program that puts the Civil War 
history that occurred on the land-
scape in context.  Refreshments 
will be served.  

Please dress for outside work 
with good boots and gloves and, 
if possible,  bring a rake. 

For more information, or to 
RSVP for the event, please con-
tact the Mosby Heritage Area 
Association at 540-687-6681 or 
info@mosbyheritagearea.org.  

For a complete list of partici-
pating Park Day sites, visit civil-
war.org/parkday or contact Meg 
Martin of the Civil War Trust at 
202-367-1861, ext. 7231.    
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Lauren Giannini

Land Rover Great Mead-
ow International pre-
sented by Adequan is 
hopping with prepara-

tions for the FEi Nations Cup™ 
and the Land Rover U.S. Event-
ing Team’s Olympic Prep Trial. 
It’s going well, and construction 
of the new arena, visible across 
the Gold Cup Course, is well 
underway. In another month, 
the berm will be seeded, and 
Attwood Services will complete 

the subsurface wither their drain-
age engineering topped with 
GGT footing. 

Tickets are on sale with all 
sorts of options from VIP to Tail-
gating to General Admission. 
This is the first Nations Cup™ 
held outside of Europe, and it’s 
happening at Great Meadow in 
The Plains, Virginia, July 8–10. 
Come out and cheer and enjoy 
the action.  

Cross-country is the heart 
and soul of the Nation’s Cup™ 
CICO*** and final outing for the 

Land Rover U.S. Eventing Team. 
Unlike the Virginia Gold Cup 
where numerous horses run and 
jump together, the cross-country 
phase of eventing is a beautiful 
and magnificent solo flight by 
one horse and rider navigating 
32 to 33 jumping efforts over 
3500 meters or a little over two 
miles. Each duo leaves the start 
box about five minutes apart, so 
there are often several horses at 
various stages on the course at 
any given time: excitement — up 
close and personal. 

News of Note

Your Guide through
                  Every Step

www.bowa.com

Tim Burch, CR
Project Leader

540-687-6771

From early 
planning to 
the first sunny 
breakfast, 
let BOWA be your guide through 
every step of the luxury remodeling 
experience. BOWA’s design build 
experts look after our clients’ best 
interests from their first thoughts of 
a project, throughout architecture 
and construction, and continuing 
through a lifetime of ownership.  
For your peace of mind, make 
BOWA your first call.

BEFORE

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION  n  RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS  n  PURCHASE CONSULTATIONS
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7408 John Marshall Hwy   >    Marshall, VA 20115   >     540.364.1891   >     tricountyfeeds.com

SHOW SEASON IS
AROUND THE CORNER.
SO IS THE FEED STORE.

Apparel, footwear, gear and more
for wherever your season takes you.
Tell your friends “I got it at the feed store”.

Great Meadow International: On Track to FEI Nation’s Cup™
Michael Etherington-Smith, 

who has spent his working life 
as event director in England and 
six years as Chief Executive of 
British Eventing, brings all that 
experience with him to the GMI 
team He’s thrilled to be out from 
behind a desk and back to his 
first love, course design, having 
been responsible for the cross-
country courses for the 2000 and 
2008 Olympics and 2010 World 
Equestrian Games, to name only 
three. 

Etherington-Smith’s involve-
ment began at the very begin-
ning when U.S. Chef d’Equipe 
David O’Connor and Great 
Meadow President Rob Banner 
kicked around the idea of creat-
ing an international and unique 
boutique eventing venue, now 
known as Land Rover Great 
Meadow International. 

“The Nations Cup™ is al-
ways a great competition, and 

it’s already taken off in Europe,” 
said Etherington-Smith. “It’s a 
very costly step to bring it here. 
There’s been a lot of invest-
ment, and a lot of people have 
been involved. This is the first 
ever Nations Cup held outside 
Europe. All horse sports on the 
international level need to do 
something to get that sports pre-
sentation. This GMI showcase is 
a very positive one.”

Start making plans for July 
8–10 at Land Rover Great Mead-
ow International. All the action 
happens in two days: dressage 
in the morning and afternoon on 
Saturday, show jumping in the 
evening and, on Sunday, cross-
country and the awards ceremo-
ny. Remember: there’s nothing 
like it in the nation.

For more information: www.
greatmeadowinternational.com

Martha Semmes 
Honored by AICP

On April 3, 2016, in cer-
emonies to take place 
in Phoenix, Arizona, 
the American Institute 

of Certified Planners will induct 
Middleburg Town Administrator 
Martha Semmes into its College 
of Fellows.

The Institute grants such hon-
ors to only the best of the nation’s 
certified planners, with only 
slightly more than one honoree 
per state honored each year.

According to the AICP, se-
lection as a Fellow is based on  
“achievements of the planner as 
an individual, elevating the Fel-
low before the public and the 
profession as a model planner 
who has made significant con-
tributions to planning and soci-
ety,” men and women who have 
“achieved excellence in profes-
sional practice, teaching and 
mentoring, research, public and 
community service, and leader-
ship

As outstanding professionals, 
“Fellows of AICP will address 
student organizations, state APA 
conferences, and professional de-
velopment programs.”

Semmes has served with the 
Northern Virginia Regional Com-
mission; in Leesburg as a town 
planner; with the Loudoun Main 
Street Program; in Purcellville 
as Town Planner and Zoning ad-
ministrator; with APA Virginia 
on the board and as an officer of 
the Virginia Association of Zon-
ing Officials; the Virginia Down-
town Development Association;  
Loudoun Interfaith Relief and 
the Loudoun Abused Women’s 
Shelter.

This is actually her second 
tour of duty in Middleburg, her 
first, completed in 2002 as Town 
Planner,  and from 2010 to the 
present as Town Administrator, 
the highest ranking non-elected 
town official.
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News of Note

We’re thrilled about 
the new growth 

 in our community!

 The growth of food and the preservation of land for farming.
      If you live in the area you’ve likely noticed lots of activity at Gilbert’s Corner recently. Gilbert’s Corner Market is a
newly established organization and group of producers dedicated to the preservation and cultivation of local farmland for
our community. They are in the early stages of creating a sustainable agricultural approach and a marketplace for local
farmers who are committed to responsible agricultural practices in the nearby Piedmont. To date, over 400 acres have 
been permanently conserved at Gilbert’s Corner, a large portion of which is specifically for farming.
      Join us in celebrating the citizens and farmers who have come together to preserve this open space in perpetuity.
Visit Gilbert’s Corner this season to support open space and the establishment of a central marketplace in the community.
It’s destined to be a model for communities across America. To learn more, go to gilbertscorner.org.

OPEN SPACE
 SPONSORED BY PEOPLE WHO TREASURE

The Club at Creighton 
Farms announced to-
day that Erika Larkin 
has joined as the golf 

club’s new Director of Instruc-
tion. Erika boasts an impressive 
list of accolades, including being 
recently named the 2015-2016 
“No. 1 Teacher in Virginia” on 
the “Best Teachers in State” list 
by Golf Digest. Erika has also 
been on the “Top 40 Under 40 
Young Teachers” list by Golf Di-
gest every year since 2012, and 
was named the 2012 “Middle At-
lantic PGA Teacher of the Year” 

and “Top Golf Pro of 2011” by 
Washingtonian Magazine. 

Erika is no stranger to Creigh-
ton Farms – she has been instru-
mental in the recent golf instruc-
tion program expansion at the 
club, which includes AimPoint 
Express programs, golf schools 
and clinics, year-long improve-
ment classes, and significant use 
of technology and training aids. 
To have Erika join the Creighton 
Farms team as their Director of 
Instruction was a natural next 
step. 

“Erika is an outstanding golfer 

and instructor, and we feel very 
fortunate to have her as part of 
the Creighton Farms team,” said 
Rob Kohlhaas, General Manager. 
“Our membership will benefit 
tremendously from her positive 
attitude and skilled instruction.” 

Erika is originally from 
Queens, N.Y. and started playing 
pitch and putt at the age of eight. 
She was self-taught until age 15, 
when she met PGA Professional 
Frank Darby. Under his mentor-
ship, Erika went on to earn a golf 
scholarship to James Madison 
University, where she took her 

Top Golf Teacher in Virginia Named as 
Creighton Farms’ Director of Instruction 
Erika Larkin Joins Award-Winning Private Club Creighton Farms 

first steps towards the business 
of golf instruction. Erika be-
came a member of the PGA in 
2006 and started the Larkin Golf 
Learning Community at Stone-
wall Golf Club in Gainesville, 
Va., where she gained national 
exposure for her teaching. She is 
also a contributor to Golf Digest 
and occasionally appears on the 
Golf Channel. 

“I look forward to starting 
this new chapter of instruction 
and golf at the Club at Creighton 
Farms,” said Erika. “The mem-
bership at Creighton Farms con-

sists of golfers of all levels, from 
novice and junior to advanced 
players. It’s exciting to work 
with many different levels and 
to build a golf instruction pro-
gram that incorporates all ages, 
skill levels and the newest tech-
nologies available to enhance 
players’ abilities. Plus, this is 
truly an incredible club with a 
remarkable course – I’m thrilled 
to be a part of it.” 

Erika lives in Gainesville 
with her two children and hus-
band Mike. 

Rare Antebellum Home 
and Garden Tour

The Mosby Heritage Area 
Association, a nonprofit 
preservation and educa-
tion organization, will 

host a rare opening of historic 
Green Garden, a renowned ante-
bellum hunt country home near 
Upperville, on Sunday, April 3. 

The tour of the house will be 
part of a Civil War program be-
ginning with five tales by regional 
historians. The program will begin 
at 2:00 p.m. at Buchanan Hall, 
8549 John Mosby Highway (Rte. 
50).  The 70-minute program will 
be followed by a caravan to nearby 
Green Garden, 22439 Greengar-
den Road, Upperville, VA 20184, 
where attendees will have a wel-
come reception and tour of the 
home.  

Green Garden, a National His-
toric Register site, dates from 
1833; its columned main portion 
was built in 1846. The home is 
known for its role as a Mosby Safe 
House. Several of Mosby’s Rang-
ers lived here during the Civil War, 
including then-owner Jesse Rich-
ards’ sons Adolphus (“Dolly”) and 
Thomas. Green Garden still has its 
legendary “hidey hole” used by 
Mosby’s Rangers for rapid escape.  

The speakers at Buchanan Hall 
will include Childs Burden, co-
founder of the Mosby Heritage 
Area Association, who will give a 
lively talk on the cavalry campaign 
at Aldie-Middleburg-Upperville in 
June 1863. 

Also speaking will be Gettys-
burg National Military Park Super-
intendent Ed W. Clark, as well as 
Gettysburg Foundation President 
Joanne M. Hanley. Other speakers 
will touch on the action at Vine-
yard Hill—the location of Bu-
chanan Hall—and the safe house 
experience of Mosby’s Rangers at 
Green Garden.

This event is a fundraiser for 
the Mosby Heritage Area Asso-
ciation’s education program that 
sends professionals into class-
rooms in the region with local his-
tory and a preservation message.  
It will be co-hosted by the Gettys-
burg Foundation.

Tickets are $30 for MHAA mem-
bers and $40 for non-members. 
Refreshments at Green Garden are 
included.  Please telephone (540) 
687-6681 for reservations.
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News of Note

NEWLY BUILT AND DECORATED MODEL WITH  
PANORAMIC VIEWS OF 4 HOLES OF THE GOLF COURSE

40192 Jefferson Springs Court
$2,600,000 | 6,325 sq. ft. on three levels

4 bedrooms | 5.5 baths
First-floor owner’s suite, walking distance to Clubhouse

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT CREIGHTONFARMS.COM OR CALL 703.957.4819.

Juno Loudoun, LLC is the owner and developer of the project. Access to and use of recreational amenities are not included in the purchase of real estate in Creighton Farms and require separate club membership which is subject to application, approval, and payment of applicable 
fees and dues. Initiation fee may be waived if membership is activated within sixty (60) days of purchase. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or 
a solicitation of offers from, residents of NY, NJ, CT, OR or any other state that requires prior registration of real estate. Prices and terms are subject to change without notice. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State law 

and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property.

Extraordinary—and Move-In Ready

View from rear of the home

Southern Living’s Best Small Towns: Middleburg
Contented From Page 1

“to highlight the beauty and 
culture of the growing South” 
reaching more than 23 million 
people each month. 

To celebrate Southern Liv-
ing’s gold anniversary, the staff 
mapped out a festive yearlong 
celebration. Plans had been in 
the works for a huge February 
issue that included Best of the 
South features, some in print, 

some digital. The campaign 
kicked off with a big party in 
January called “Evening With 
The Editors” which launched 
the commemorative book, 
“Southern Living 50 Years” 
held in Time’s new Food Stu-
dios and the magazines test 
kitchens. The gale evening 
doubled as a reunion with for-
mer editors and staff. 

To quote the magazine: “Our 
anniversary year is more than a 
celebration of Southern Living. 
It’s a celebration of life in the 
South.” 

“We wanted to celebrate the 
best of the region with special 
stories throughout our 50th 
year that would showcase what 
we and our readers love,” said 
Luesse. “We’ll continue to fea-

ture more Best of topics, and 
Small Towns is one our readers 
love because they’re being in-
troduced to a place where they 
would enjoy staying on their 
way to another destination – 
small towns like Middleburg 
that offer a lot. One of the great 
stories for the anniversary issue 
was interviewing some of the 
original staff. We were going 

540.364.3609  • 540.272.0200

HUNT COUNTRY POOL BUILDERS, INC.
SPAS • FOUNTAINS • WATERFALLS • PATIOS

DESIGN/BUILD

Call for an Appointment

to small towns that no one had 
ever covered, and that forged 
the relationship between small 
towns, Southern Living and its 
audience.”

Middleburg has been in the 
public eye for quite some time. 
It made headlines during the 
Kennedy era. Also, it appears 
in many back issues of South-
ern Living for antiques, cozy 
inns, great weekend getaways, 
holiday shopping, etc. The 
town will host the 4th annual 
Middleburg Film Festival, Oc-
tober 20-23, 2016. Last Decem-
ber, Christmas in Middleburg 
experienced a record-making 
turnout, and the committee’s 
already working on logistical 
improvements for the next one. 

“We’re truly blessed to have 
visitors who want to come and 
learn about us and enjoy all 
that we have to offer — hors-
es, history, shopping, dining, 
vineyards and gorgeous views 
— something that our locals 
appreciate on a daily basis,” 
said Mayor Davis. “Our gentle 
growth will continue to keep 
us strong and we will not lose 
sight of who we are and where 
we came from. Sometimes, on 
weekends, Middleburg can be 
more crowded, but that boost 
to our economy helps our town 
and businesses to thrive. We 
shall do our best to protect 
and perpetuate what makes our 
home one of Southern Living’s 
Best Small Towns.” 

Be sure to visit:  www.
southernliving.com/travel/best-
small-towns 



Page 14   Middleburg Eccentric     •    March 24, 2016 ~ April 28, 2016 Middleburg Eccentric     •     March 24, 2016 ~ April 28, 2016   Page 15

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

News of Note

MIDDLEBURG PROFESSIONAL CENTER

Welcomes
PARATEXT

To our family of businesses:
THE JACKSON CLINICS

TERRA ALPHA INVESTMENTS

ASHBY GAP PSYCHIATRIC

ONE SUITE REMAINING IN PHASE I
PHASE II UNDERWAY

TO DELIVER IN SPRING 2016
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

Coe@universitygroup.com

MIDDLEBURG PROFESSIONAL CENTER

Welcomes
MIDDLEBURG WORKSPACE

To our family of businesses:
THE JACKSON CLINICS

TERRA ALPHA INVESTMENTS

ASHBY GAP PSYCHIATRIC

PARATEXT

BANK OF CHARLES TOWN

PHASE I IS FULL
PHASE II ~ THREE SUITES REMAINING

TO DELIVER IN SUMMER 2016
Y Z

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Coe@universitygroup.com

PHASE I IS FULL

The Purcellville His-
torical Society is host-
ing “A Walk Through 
Purcellville,” an exhibit 

of photographs from the personal 
collections of residents, collec-
tors, businesses, and public ar-
chives. 

The goal of this Memorial Day 
weekend exhibit is to give past 
and current residents an oppor-
tunity to expand and share their 
sense of community through 
scenes reflecting Purcellville’s 
rich history and each exhibi-
tor’s connection to their time in 
Purcellville. 

The only requirement is 
for the photos to be specific to 
Purcellville. Within these guide-
lines, all types of photos will be 
accepted: portraits, team photos, 
buildings, landscapes and events. 

We welcome and encourage im-
ages from all eras. 

There are several ways you 
can send photos for the event. 
The first is to email the images 
to phspresident1@gmail.com 
With each photo, please provide 
several sentences describing the 
scene and the people within it, 
as well as a notation explaining 
your preferences regarding how 
the images should be printed/dis-
played. 

If you choose to mail photos, 
be sure all your photos are clear-
ly labeled on the back with your 
full name. On a separate sheet in-
clude an explanation of the peo-
ple, place, date and event shown 
in the photo. These descriptions, 
as well as those sent via email, 
will be used to create captions 
for the photos. Finally, please in-

clude any special care you want 
taken with the photos and an 
address to which they can be re-
turned. A donation toward ship-
ping fees/mounting fees is great-
ly appreciated. All mailed photos 
should be sent to: Purcellville 
Historical Society, PO Box 765, 
Purcellville, Va 20134

We are accepting photos until 
April 20th, 2016!

The exhibit will run Friday, 
May 27 through Sunday May 
29, 2016 at Purcellville’s historic 
Train Station. More details on 
the open house and exhibit times 
will become available as the date 
nears.

For more information email 
President Kacey Young at phs-
president1@gmail.com

Society Seeks Historic Photographs of PurcellvilleLand Trust of Virginia 
to Host Annual Garden Party	

The Land Trust of Vir-
ginia Garden Party will 
be held on May 22, 2016 
at Orion, the home of 

Gayden and Robin Parker, in 
Northern Fauquier County. The 
estate is nestled in heart of Or-
ange County Hunt territory, with 
near 180-degree views of roll-
ing hills, pastures and the Blue 

Ridge from a lovely terrace and 
garden setting.  Join LTV for an 
afternoon celebrating conserva-
tion efforts to save Virginia’s 
open space, natural resources, 
and cultural heritage.

The Garden Party will again 
feature a “wet paint” auction, 
Painting for Preservation, where 
artists will create individual and 
unique artworks from selected 
locations in the Orion garden. 
Party guests will be able to bid 
on these works of art during the 
party to secure their opportunity 
to take a canvas home. In addi-
tion, there will be a silent auction 
featuring items from local shops 
and restaurants for consideration. 

Individual and business spon-
sorship opportunities are avail-
able. 

When: Sunday, May 22, 2016 
3:00-6:00 pm.

Where: Orion Farm, 7476 
Frogtown Road, Marshall, Vir-
ginia. 

Tickets: Individual tickets will 
be available online, by mail or 
phone, starting April 1. 

Contact Kerry Roszel at 540-
687-8814 or Kerry@landtrustva.
org. 

112 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA
 540-687-5633 | www.highcliffeclothiers.com

Mon - Sat 10-6 | Sunday 12-5 

Trunk Show 
Friday, April 22nd

Saturday, April 23rd 
America’s Finest Tailoring By Oxxford Clothes 

Custom Made For You
Make Your Appointment Today

Glenn Seaman Joins 
Middleburg Real Estate
Atoka Properties

Middleburg Real Es-
tate/Atoka Proper-
ties recently an-
nounced the addition 

of realtor Glenn Seaman to their 
team, serving discriminating 
home and land buyers and sellers 
in Northern Virginia.

Glenn has lived in the DC/
MD/VA area for over 40 years.  
His desire to help others led him 
to his first professional career in 
law enforcement with the Mary-
land State Police, where he faith-
fully served with integrity & 
fairness for over 20 years.   He 
distinguished himself, as a rec-
ognized expert in the Maryland 
courts, and as an instructor in 
various fields of law enforce-
ment. 

Planning for his future after 
law enforcement, Glenn en-
tered the real estate profession 
18 years ago.   His experience 
includes owning and operating 
a property management/secu-
rity company that served luxury 
vacation homeowners in Gar-
rett County, Deep Creek Lake, 
Maryland.  

He also worked with inves-
tors by locating, researching, and 
assisting with the acquisition of 
large parcels of land for residen-
tial development.  He has helped 
clients sell and purchase residen-
tial homes in Maryland and Vir-
ginia.  Glenn also worked for an 
established title company con-
ducting real estate settlements 
that has provided him with addi-
tional experience and knowledge 
that many agents do not offer. 

Glenn can help you whether 
buying and/or selling your first 
home or your fifth home.  He can 
help you find the right home for 
your growing family and with 
down sizing.   Glenn’s broad 
range of knowledge and experi-
ence in the real estate industry, 
coupled with his high standard of 
customer service, will give you 
confidence and peace of mind.  
He will make your real estate 
transactions an enjoyable and 
successful experience. 

To contact Glenn, Please tele-
phone his office: 703- 777 1170 
x423 or his mobile: 571 315 
0143.
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Foxcroft’s Saylor Hart Headed to 
National Riding Championship

Saylor Hart, a sophomore at 
Foxcroft School, earned her-
self a trip to the  Interscho-
lastic Equestrian Associa-

tion  (IEA) National Championships 
last weekend with a terrific perfor-
mance. The Keswick, VA resident 
was second out of 12 riders in the 
Varsity Intermediate Over Fences 
class at the IEA Zone 3 Finals  in 
Lexington, VA ..

Hart is one of only 24 riders from 
across the country who will gather 
at the Lexington Horse Park in Lex-
ington, KY, on April 20-24 to com-
pete in this division. The IEA is the 

largest scholastic riding organization 
in the United States with more than 
12,500 middle and high school riders 
participating in Hunt Seat and West-
ern competitions across 42 states. 

“She adapted her riding style to 
suit her mount and had a very cor-
rect and thoughtful ride over her 
course,” reported Director of Riding 
Kate Worsham, who trains the entire 
Foxcroft Riding Team. “The com-
petition in the Intermediate division 
was very strong, but Saylor was able 
to draw on her strong technique and 
maintain her composure to carry her 

through.” 
Three other riders competed at the 

Zone 3 finals and did themselves and 
Foxcroft proud.Freshman Kayla Lee 
(Austin, TX) just missed qualifying 
for Nationals with a fourth-place fin-
ish in the Varsity Intermediate Flat 
class. Riding in the Varsity Open 
division, senior Meghann Harmon 
(Middleburg, VA). put in a “solid 
ride,” to place 7th out of 12 competi-
tors on the Flat and freshman Clair 
Newton (Leesburg, VA). showed 
poise and potential in the Over Fenc-
es class.

Loudoun County 
Equine Alliance 
Annual Meeting

The Loudoun County Equine 
Alliance will host an Equine 
Expo and Annual Meeting at 
Otium Cellars on Thursday, 

March 31st at 6:00pm. The meeting 
will begin at 6:00pm, followed by 
the Expo at 6:30pm to 9:00pm. The 
event is open to the public.

The Equine Expo showcases 
equestrian businesses, organizations, 
facilities and support industries. At-
tendees have the opportunity to learn 
more about how these vendors can 
assist and improve their equestrian 
endeavors. A select number of tables 
are still available.

The highly anticipated results of 
the Loudoun County Equine Survey 
will be a discussion point at the meet-
ing. Members of the Loudoun Board 
of Supervisors and the Town Council 
of Purcellville plan to attend.

Refreshments will be available, 
and wine will be available for pur-
chase from the winery.

The mission of the Loudoun 
County Equine Alliance is to advance 
the interests of all equine disciplines 
and related industries through a uni-
fied voice that advocates, educates 
and communicates the initiatives and 
benefits of the horse industry, within 
the equine community, to the public 
and to elected officials.

For more information contact 
Kelly Foltman, DVM information@
loudounequine.org 315-430-7515

Legal Issues?  Walker Jones’ AV-Rated 
Award-Winning Attorneys Can Help.
  Family Law
  Civil & Commercial 

Litigation
  Personal Injury Law
  Business Law
  Real Estate Law
  Wills, Trusts & Estates
  Equine Law
  Criminal Law 

Contact Walker Jones for unmatched legal expertise and 
exceptional client service.

Walker Jones, PC
Experienced   |   E�ective   |   Established

Since 1978

Carter Hall, 31 Winchester Street 
Warrenton, Virginia 

540.347.9223     www.walkerjoneslaw.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2016

Sanctioned by The National Steeplechase Association

Glenwood Park Racecourse
Middleburg, VA
Post Time 1:00 p.m.

Ticket Information
(540) 687-6545

www.middleburgspringraces.com
Sponsors

Bank of America • Barbour
The Family of J. Temple Gwathmey

Merrill Lynch Banking and Investment Group
Middleburg Bank • The Red Fox Inn & Tavern • Sona Bank

The Sport Council • US Trust • Woodslane Farm

T H E  9 6 T H  A N N U A L

Photo by Tod Marks

Lungeline
Gerry Buracker: On Course 

Gerry Buracker knows dirt 
— he can move tons of 
dirt, develop the site for 
a riding ring, polo field, 

the house and barn of your dreams. 
Whatever the job, when it comes to 
dirt, he can handle it. His new exca-
vating company, On Course LLC, 
gets a solid foundation from 35 
years of experience in heavy equip-
ment and construction. It just so 
happens that Buracker’s a dirt-sav-
vy Mr. Fixit if you need an existing 
problem corrected and a maestro of 
grading and fine grading. Best of 
all, he’s as honest as the day is long. 

On Course services include site 
development, land clearing, road, 
driveway and utility installations, 
indoor and outdoor riding arenas, 
equestrian facilities, galloping track, 
race track and polo installations, as 
well as erosion and siltation control.

Buracker is local, born in Luray 
to a family of farmers and horse 
breeders. He was young when his 
father uprooted the family to Chan-
tilly way back when it was still 
country to plumb a better market 
for his Quarter Horses. He grew 
up working on the farm. He made 
hay and started their homebreds and 
rode them. He still rides both Eng-
lish and Western. At 18, he started 
operating heavy equipment for a 
construction company. A year later, 
he was promoted to foreman. By 
the time he was 38, Buracker was 
president of the company, build-
ing it to the point where he was in 
charge of negotiating multi-million 
dollar heavy utility installation con-

tracts and managing more than 80 
employees. He was known and re-
spected throughout the construction 
industry for his exceptional integ-
rity and insight.

 Buracker’s more local projects 
include the National Museum of 
the Marine Corps (Quantico), the 
Loudoun County Government Cen-
ter (Leesburg), and the National 
Sporting Library in Middleburg. He 
served two years as president and 
eight years as board member of the 
Heavy Construction Contractors 
Association. He was also a director-
at-large for the National Utilities 
Contractors Association. “Call Be-
fore You Dig” is still sound advice 
and you can thank Buracker for his 
participation in that campaign.

“After the construction industry 
took a turn for the worse in 2008, I 
had to re-think my life and I took a 
step back from the pressures of run-
ning a company,” said Buracker. “I 
found comfort getting back to the 
horses. For a while I did a lot of 
equine transport around hunt coun-
try and up and down the East Coast. 
Then I took a breather. I spent more 
time with my family and our horses, 
but I kept thinking about my skills 
and how to package them. I’m re-
ally good at excavation, drainage, 
site preparation and grading. I love 
working around horses. My wife 
Jennifer and I figured it out: earth 
work plus horse work equals On 
Course LLC.”

For more information: www.on-
courseearthwork.com
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 540.687.5677100 EAST WASHINGTON ST. MIDDLEBURG, VA 

Alex Cannon 

 540.687.8898  100 EAST WASHINGTON ST. MIDDLEBURG, VA 

SARA CAMPBELL 

HELLO  

SPRING 

Places & Faces

Lesley Clarke Kopp riding “Fenwick”

Winter Equestrian Festival
Wellington, Florida -  Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Rachel Efird and Clementina Brown

Denice Perry and Johnny Barker in the Pre-Green Warm-up clementina Brown riding “Eagle”

Cindy Firestone riding “Khrome” Kelly Farmer riding “Like I Said”

Victoria Colvin riding “Style” emma Pell riding “Forget Me Not” in the Small Pony Division

Mr. William Moroney President of USHJA and Ms. Louise Serio

Elizabeth Wiley with her 2 Adult Amateur Horses “Crescendo” and 
“Say Again”

Kristi Pell and  her daughters pony “Checkmate”
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Places & Faces

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

䌀漀渀琀愀挀琀 洀攀 昀漀爀 䄀䰀䰀
礀漀甀爀 洀漀爀琀最愀最攀 渀攀攀搀猀℀

匀漀甀琀栀攀爀渀 吀爀甀猀琀 䴀漀爀琀最愀最攀Ⰰ 䰀䰀䌀Ⰰ 椀猀 瀀爀漀甀搀 琀漀 戀攀 愀渀 䔀焀甀愀氀 䠀漀甀猀椀渀最 䰀攀渀搀攀爀 ⴀ 一䴀䰀匀 ㈀㤀㈀㄀⸀

伀ϻ挀攀㨀  㔀㐀　ⴀ㌀㔀㄀ⴀ㘀㄀　　
䌀攀氀氀㨀  㜀　㌀ⴀ㐀㌀㄀ⴀ㠀㐀㤀㘀
䘀愀砀㨀  㔀㐀　ⴀ㌀㔀㄀ⴀ㘀㄀㤀㜀琀漀搀漀眀搀䀀猀漀甀琀栀攀爀渀琀爀甀猀琀⸀挀漀洀     

眀眀眀⸀洀椀搀搀氀攀戀甀爀最氀漀愀渀猀⸀挀漀洀

吀栀攀爀攀猀愀 嘀⸀ 伀ᤠ䐀漀眀搀
匀攀渀椀漀爀 䰀漀愀渀 伀ϻ挀攀爀
一䴀䰀匀 ㈀　㜀㌀　㐀

7 W. Washington Street, Suite 7F
Middleburg, Virginia 20117

Stop in soon for the BEST SELECTION
of Baskets, Grass, Jelly Beans, Candy

Bunnies, Chicks, Partygoods &
Adorable Tabletop pieces.

 

EASTER, APRIL 20TH

Don’t forget your Racing Tailgate 
supplies too!!

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Advertising Deadline
Apr. 14th  

for 
Apr. 28th Issue

540.687.3200
Craftsmanship without Compromise

New Work or Repairs
Greg Lough

New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

Gerard Galligan on board CURVE OF STONES

Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

Victor Rodriguez on board RED GINGER 

Jeff Murphy winner of the Maiden Hurdle Race on Board PRIMA FACIE  owned by Celtic Venture Stable .
In the picture :  Anne Watkins / Mary Munster / Jeff Murphy / Lisa Andersen / Diane Ingoe / Miriam Anver / 
Jacqueline Fleming / Patricia McCann / Eva Smithwick 

Blue Ridge Races
Berryville, VA - Photos by Nancy Kleck

Royal blue white stars silk : Emme Fullilove riding 
I’M TELLING /  winner of the Lady rider Timber 
race. In the back ground behind Emme : Maisie 
O’Neill riding GHOST BAR 

George wiltshire, Anne Watkins and Mary Munster 

Blue Ridge Races
Berryville, VA - Photos by valer Durbon

Donna T. Rogers and Douglas Lees

9th Race Winner ZANCLUS and Kieran Norris Up

Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

7th Race Start

Diana Gilliam 2ndPlacer In Lady Rider Timber

2nd Race Winner DAI_BANDO

Gerard Galligan on board CURVE OF STONES 1stRaceWinnerPRIMA
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Places & Faces Spring  has Sprung !

This Old Dog Has Learned Some New Tricks!

Spring  has Sprung !

Middleburg Millwork 
& Full Service Hardware !

106 S. Madison St., Middleburg, VA
540.687.6318

Whats New 
at  the Millwork?

Garden & Lawn
Supplies & 
Equipment,

and Lots of Hardware!

Whats New 
at  the Millwork?
A full line of Tools,

Plumbing, Electrical 
& Painting  Supplies,

and 
Lots of

Hardware!

Middleburg Lions Club 2016 Bland Competition
The Hill School, Middleburg, VA -  Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

The Middleburg Lions Club would like to 
thank The Hill School and Karen Chase 
for their participation in this year’s Lions 
Club Bland Competition. We would like 

to thank the judges and everyone who participat-
ed. Special thanks go out to the Middleburg Lions 
Club members, Tom Kiernan, Ken Arthur, Ron 
Lang and Gary Eizember for their year-round ser-

vice to the club and the community. 
   This year’s Instrumental winner, Christopher 

Yuki Papenfuss, went on to take Second Place in 
the Regional contest. The winners of this event go 
on to compete statewide for numerous scholar-
ships.  The competition is meant to honor James 
Bland, a Composer from 19th Century Virginia. 

Middleburg Lions Club Bland Junior Division

1st Place Micah Josia Kao, Age 9 Played Minuet in G Major from 
J.S Bach’s Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach

2nd Place Avni Garg, Age 9 Played my Heart will go on

Middleburg Lions Club Bland Senior Division

1st Place Christopher Yuki Papenfuss, Age 14
 Played Sonata  No.1 II Leggiero e Legato

2nd Place Ella S. Kim, Age 7 Played 
Nocturne in C Major

Tied with

2nd Place    Xiyou Wang, Age 18 
Played Oiseaux tristes (Sad Birds)      

Judges

Kathleen Hall, Karen Chase, 
Cynthia Paola Saucedo Estrada, Carlos Figueroa
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All performances are 
at the Middleburg 

Community Center, 
300 W. Washington Street, 

Middleburg, VA

Shakespeare in the‘Burg 
Saturday, April 2, 7:30 pm

The Life of Henry V 
by William Shakespeare

Doors open at 7 pm 
for a musical prelude. 

Tickets $40

April 1-3, 2016
Saturday, April 2, 2 pm

The Importance of 
Being Earnest

by Oscar Wilde
Doors open at 1:30 pm 
for a musical prelude. 

Tickets, $40
Sunday, April 3, 11 am

Gourmet champagne brunch,
followed by a performance 
of the winning play from
our international one-act 
playwriting competition. 

Tickets $25

New this year: 
The Community Center 

stage will be extended so that 
every guest will have a great 
view of the performances. 
This will make the plays 

more accessible and 
enjoyable for everyone.

To purchase tickets go to
www.shakespeareintheburg.com

or call
540-687-3448

112 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA
Mon - Sat 10-6 | Sunday 12-5 | 540-687-5633

“For the apparel oft 
proclaims the man”

~Hamlet: Act 1, Scene 3

GOODSTONE INN & RESTAURANT
36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg, VA 20117

540.687.3333 / www.goodstone.com

Every Tuesday is Locals Lunch Day at Goodstone! 
Mention this ad and receive 20% off your meal!

Shakespeare Small Ad - Goodstone_Layout 1  3/16/16  11:56 PM  Page 1

Because a Great 
Education  is not 
just about What 

They Learn. 

It’s about Who 
They Become.

We in v ite you to 
v isit ou r u nique 

v illage-sty le ca mpus 
in Middlebu rg, VA 
to find out mor e. 

Ser ving students in Junior Kindergarten 
through 8th g rade since 1926   |   TheHillSchool .org

“Play is the highest 
form of research.”
Albert Einstein

In May, looking forward to The 
Meredith Collection Trunk Show! 

April 1-18: 
Waterweave Trunk Show

April 10: Fancy Stitch Sampler 
Class with Ruth Dilts

April 8-23: BB Needlepoint 
Designs  Trunk Show

April 23: Jenny Henry  Young 
People’s Stitching Workshop

(with Happy Hour!)
In May, looking forward to The 

112 Washington Street, Middleburg • 540.687.5990
        www.stitchmiddleburg.com  

www.facebook.com/Stitch Middleburg

 Guest teacher, Ruth Dilts, from our last work shop in 
January, with Jeanne Morency.

April Schedule of Events

SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2016

Sanctioned by The National Steeplechase Association

Glenwood Park Racecourse
Middleburg, VA
Post Time 1:00 p.m.

Ticket Information (540) 687-6545
www.middleburgspringraces.com

Sponsors
Bank of America • Barbour • The Family of J. Temple Gwathmey
Merrill Lynch Banking and Investment Group • Middleburg Bank

The Red Fox Inn & Tavern • Sona Bank • The Sport Council • US Trust • Woodslane Farm

T H E  9 6 T H  A N N U A L

www.AyrshireFarm.com

NO!

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Middleburg Printers
Your Hometown Professionals

STATIONERY  ·  FLYERS  ·  BROCHURES  ·  INVITATIONS

HORSE & PONY SHOW BOOKS

LASER COLOR COPIER  ·  WIDE FORMAT PRINTING

BANNERS/YARD SIGNS  ·  MAILING SERVICES

540-687-5710  ·  FAX 540-687-3821

The Piedmont Building
5 East Federal Street  ·  Middleburg, Virginia 20118

middleburgprinters@middleburg.com

Because a Great 
Education  is not 
just about What 

They Learn. 

It’s about Who 
They Become.

We in v ite you to 
v isit ou r u nique 

v illage-sty le ca mpus 
in Middlebu rg, VA 
to find out mor e. 

Ser ving students in Junior Kindergarten 
through 8th g rade since 1926   |   TheHillSchool .org

“Play is the highest 
form of research.”
Albert Einstein

 
 

12 East Washington St, Middleburg, VA 20117
“The lady doth protest too much, 
methinks.” She needs chocolate!

Don’t pay  

your auto insurance yet 

The McCartney Ins Group 
LLC may be able to save 

*Discount eligibility, rates and coverages vary by state. 
Life insurance not available in N.Y.  S1041 Not all 
companies are licensed or operate in all states. Not all 
products are offered in all states. Go to erieinsurance.com 
for company licensure and territory information.

The McCartney Ins 
Group LLC 
108 W Washington St Ste 
204 
Middleburg, VA 20117-2672

The McCartney Group LLc
109 W. Washington St., Suite 204

Middleburg, VA 20117-2872
Email: chris@mccartneyinsgrp.com

www.mccartneyinsurancegroup.com
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Places & Faces
Bobby Burke Celebrates His Birthday at The Blackthorne Inn
Upperville VA, Photos By Teresa Ramsay

Bobby Burke Jr. and his father, Bobby Burk,
Lysa and grandson Anthony Horkan

Bobby Burke on his Birthday joins the Band.

Lysa Hutton and Snowden Clarke

Finnegan’s Fury seranading Bobby Burke on his Birthday.

Chip and Kevin Maloney

Sharon and Neasa O’Connor

Carl Hutton and Sharon Maloney

The O’Connor Family Lysa Hutton and Shane O’Connor

Margaret O’Connor closing out the evening with Finnegan’s FuryFinnegan’s Fury from County Tipperary, Ireland 
joined by Shane O’Connor

Barbara Chappell and bobby Burke
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Places & Faces
2016 Middleburg Community Center’s Board Appreciation Dinner
Middleburg, VA, Photos By Dee Dee Hubbard

Jeanne Morency, Linda & Tim Clites, Helen MacMahon and Carolyn Saffer Leticia & Richard Williams

Bryan & Ed Wright and Eura Lewis Vince & Tutti Perricone and John Zugschwert

Mrs. Mimi Abel Smith
Mr. Gene F.  Altman  
Mr. John Archbold  
Mrs. Gloria Armfield  
Mr. Howard Armfield  
Mr. J. W. Ashton  
Mrs. Barbara Augenblick  
Mr. David Augenblick  
Mrs. Liz Beavers  
Mr. Norris Beavers  
Mrs. Bethann Beeman  
Mrs. Lisa Ben-Dov  
Mrs. Debbie Boling  
Dr. R.L. Booth  
Mr. John D.  Bowersock  
Mr. Carson Bradley  
Mrs. Bonnie Bryant  
Mrs. Magalen Bryant*  
Mrs. Elaine Burden  
Mr. C.M. Bussinger  
Mr. William Casey  
Mrs. Robin Cavanagh  
Mrs. Martha Chapman  
Mrs. Daphne Cheatham
Mr. Timothy Clites  
Mrs. R.T. Cochran Jr.
Mrs. Lynn Cornwell  
Mr. Michael Crane  
Mr. William Carey Crane
Mr. Robert Dale  
Mrs. Janet Danker  
Mrs. Bailey Davis  
Mrs. Betsy Davis  
Mr. Clark Davis  
Mrs. Page Dimos  
Mr. Thomas Dizerega  
Mr. Humphrey Dodson  
Mr. James E. Douglas  

Mr. Paul Draisey  
Mr. Donald Edlund  
Mrs. Joan Eliot  
Mr. Robert Eliot  
Mr. Oscar Emerick  
Mrs. Suzanne Ewing  
Mrs. Mary Ellis Fannon  
Gen J. Howard Fellows  
Mr. Gregory Fletcher  
Mrs. Sally Fletcher  
Mrs. Betty Furness  
Mrs. Genie Gartrell  
Mr. Wayne Gibbens  
Mrs. Tencha Gilpin*  
Mrs. Jean Gold  
Mr. William Jay Gold  
Mr. Tyler Gore  
Mrs. K.C. Graham  
Mr. Dwight T. Grant II  
Mrs. Lillian Griber  
Mr. Richard Hall  
Mrs. Cathy Hartley  
Mrs. Jo Ann Hazard  
Mr. James Herbert  
Mr. William F.  Hitt  
Mr. George “Tony” Horkan 	

       Mrs. Verne Hosta  
Dr.  John Hutcheson  
Mr. Richard Hutchison  
Mr. C. Oliver Iselin III
Mrs. Howell E.  Jackson  
Mr. Howell E.  Jackson  
Mrs. Mary Jo Jackson  
Mrs. Patty Jarvis  
Mr. Nicholas Jenkins  
Mrs. Virginia Jenkins  
Mrs. Mary Johnson  
Mr. Merritt Jones  

Mrs. Frannie Kansteiner 
Mr. Richard Kirk  
Mrs. Courtney Kohler  
Mrs. Anne Lackman  
Mrs. Debby LaGorce  
Mrs. Hazel Lanham  
Mr. John Lanham  
Mrs. Betty Leach  
Mr. William Leach  
Ms. Punkin Lee  
Mr. John Levis Jr.
Mrs. Eura Lewis  
Mr. Joseph Litterio  
Mrs. Margaret Littleton  
Mr. Trowbridge Littleton  
Mrs. Betty Long  
Mrs. Donna Looney  
Mrs. Mary Looney  
Mr. Treavor Lord  
Dr. Jack Love  
Mr. S. Preston Luck Jr.
Mr. Donald F. MacKenzie  
Ms. Helen MacMahon  
Mr. Kerry Marshall  
Mrs. Beth Ann Mascatello  
Mr. Charles Matheson  
Mr. Edward McGushin  
Mrs. Debbie McLaughlin  
Mr. Murrel McLeod  
Mr. Loyal McMillen  
Mr. Paul Mellon*  
Mr. Houghton P. Metcalf  
Mrs. Jeanne Morency  
Mr. Charles Morgan  
Miss Bundles Murdock  
Mr. Donald Musch  
Mrs. Jan Neuharth  
Miss Charlotte H. Noland  

Mrs. Diana Norris  
Mr. George L. Ohrstrom  
Mrs. Jacqueline Ohrstrom  
Mr. Ricard Ohrstrom  
Mr. Jamie Pearson  
Mr. William Perkins Jr.
Mrs. Tutti Perricone  
Mrs. Nicole Perry *  
Mr. John S.  Pettibone Sr.
Mrs. Roland G.  Pierce  
Mrs. Marie Piskorz  
Mrs. Angie Prow  
Mr. David Quanbeck  
Mr. Dean Rathbun  
Mr. Duncan H.  Read  
Mr. James Rich Jr.
Mrs. Lori Riley  
Mrs. Polly Rowley  
Mrs. Carolyn Saffer  
Mrs. Martha Saffer  
Mr. Thornton “Doc” Saffer*  
Mr. Daniel Sands  
Ms. Mary B Schwab  
Mrs. Ruth Scott  
Mr. Thomas Sebrell  
Mrs. Chris Sehn  
Mrs. Jean Sherline  
Mrs. Lisa Sherman  
Mr. Dabney Simpson  
Mrs. Mildred Skinner  
Mr. George Slater  
Mrs. Kitty Slater  
Mr. Nick Slater  
Mr. Everett Smith  
Mrs. Joy Smith  
Mr. Joseph Snider  
Mrs. Jan Sodolski  
Dr. H.A. Spitler  

Mr. Val H.  Stieglitz  
Mr. Andrew T.C. Stifler 
Dr.  Charles Stine  
Mr. James Stine  
Ms. Amy Sullivan-Potter  
Mr. George E. Tener  
Mr. Phillip Thomas  
Mr. Charles Turner Jr.
Mrs. Clara Turner  
Mr. Robert N.  Tyler  
Mr. Robert Vantrease  
Ms. Jaqueline Vogel  
Mr. Frederick M. Warburg  
Mr. Newell J.  Ward Jr.
Mrs. Judy Washburn  
Mrs. Paula Washington  
Mr. August Watkins  
Mrs. Susan Webb  
Mr. Thomas L. Wells  
Mr. George White Jr.
Mr. George White Sr.
Mr. Lewis Wiley  
Mrs. Molly Wiley  
Mr. Richard Williams  
Mrs. Barbara Wilson  
Mr. Del Wilson  
Mr. James Wilson  
Mr. E. Gerald Wine  
Col.  Edwin Winstead  
Mr. Thomas Wiseman II
Mr. Tucker Withers  
Mr. David Witt  
Miss Michelle Woodruff  
Mr. Edward Wright  
Mrs. Nicole Wyatt  
Col. John Zugschwert 

Thank you Nicky Perry, Chair of the
Middleburg Community Center’s 

2016 Board Member Appreciation Dinner
& Honorary MCC Board Member, for

30+ years of service to the Middleburg Community Center
	 On March 18, 2016 the Middleburg Community Center honored the current and past members of the board 

of directors at a dinner in the “Robert H. Smith Ballroom.”  Honorary Board Member, Nicky Perry reminded the 
guests of the fun that has been had at the Center over that time, from the art auctions to the plays and bowling 
alley.  It was an important reminder of all that the board has done to help the center evolve to meet the needs of 
the community.

	 Current President Bundles Murdock, remarked on the vibrancy of the events that are being put on every 
day at the Center, including the April 8th Art Auction and April 15th Concert on the Steps.  Former board mem-
ber, Tutti Perricone’s Back Street Catering provided  a delicious meal, with dessert by current board member 
Bethann Beeman’s Island Treasures Gourmet Rum Cakes.  Music was provided by the Community Music School 
of the Piedmont

The following list represents all of the previous board memebers from its beginnings in 1949.

Treavor Lord and Mike Morency Virginia Jenkins,Tommy Jenkis, JoAnn Hazard, Jamie Pearson and Tutti Perricon
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Places & Faces

Olivia rogers, Bethann Beeman, JoAnn Hazard, Katy Tyrell and Nicky Perry

Barbara Wilson, Barbara Augenblick, Katy Tyrell and Margaret Littleton

Bundles Murdock, Jim Rich, Mimi duPont and Wayne Gibbons

2016 Middleburg Community Center’s Board Appreciation Dinner
Middleburg, VA, Photos By Dee Dee Hubbard

Joe Litterio, Katy Tyrell and Nicky Perry

Barbar Augenblick, Beth Gibbons, Jim Wilson and Julie Matheson Bryan Wright and Eura Lewis

Olivia Rogers and Katy Tyrell Randy Beeman, Joey Snider, Bob Dale and Trowbridge Littleton

Janet Danker, Bethann Beeman and Beth GibbonsVonce & Tutti Perricone
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Progeny
Activities Abound at Middleburg Charter School

Mrs. Escobar’s “Give 
Back Class” that 
has been working 
to make our school 

and community a better place to 
live.   On March 17th, the class 
took a walking field trip and vis-
ited places around town handing 
out St. Patrick’s Day cards and 
treats to local people and busi-
nesses.  Their favorite stops were 
at The Common Grounds and 
Southern States.  They concluded 
their trip with an impromptu trek 
to the Middleburg Fire Station 
where they were greeted with 
open arms and received a tour 
and fire hats while passing out 

their treats and cards.  
On March 16th, Ms. Katie 

Brennen’s class titled “Time 
Travel to Colonial Middleburg” 
took a walking field trip to visit 
historic locations through out 
town.   The students spent the 
week making butter, creating col-
onist clothing and learning about 
the rich history of Middleburg.  

During the week of March 
7-11th, eight 4th and 5th graders 
participated in MCCS’s first “In-
tro to Robotics” class with Mrs. 
Amy Lutter.  The boys built and 
programmed their Lego EV3 ro-
bots on small teams.  Later, they 
undertook programming chal-

lenges and as a group they even 
created a simple robot that could 
draw on paper.  

We have offered two weeks 
of intersession classes to our 
students twice already this 
year.  Our first two weeks were in 
October.  Our second two weeks 
are currently going on and our 
next intersession classes will be 
offered to MCCS students  in 
June when school is out .  

This is something that we of-
fer that we feel truly sets us apart 
from other schools.  The kids are 
so passionate about the activities 
they choose to participate in that 
learning becomes fun at MCCS! 

Highland School Key Club Empty 
Bowls Program Raises Over $1,200 

Highland School’s 
Key Club raised 
over $1,200 dur-
ing its eighth annual 

Empty Bowls Soup Dinner re-
cently.  Proceeds benefit Com-
munity Touch, the Fauquier 
Food Bank, the F.I.S. H. sum-
mer meals for kids program, 
the Fauquier Food Distribu-
tion Coalition, and Key Club’s 
Dignity Project, where student 
conduct outreach to individu-
als and families in insecure 
housing at low rent motels.  

For a donation, guests select 
bowls handmade by Highland 
ceramics students, taste soups 
donated by local businesses 
and Highland families, and 
enjoy desserts made by High-
land’s Baking Club. 

Guests dine inside and out-
side on the patio, where they 
enjoy music by Mr. Fatula 
and student musicians.  Many 

guests stayed for Highland’s 
spring musical, Brigadoon. 

Many, many thanks to the 
numerous student volunteers, 
and local businesses and High-
land families who supported 
this event.  2016 Empty Bowls 
Sponsors included:   Black 

Bear Bistro, Claire’s at the 
Depot, Harris Teater, Hidden 
Julles, Hunan Café, McMa-
hon’s Irish Pub and Restaurant, 
Molly’s Irish Pub, The Natural 
Marketplace, The New Bridge, 
Safeway, The Treuting Family 
and Tal Tomlinson.

Because a Great 
Education  is not just 

about What They 
Learn.  It’s about 

Who They Become.
Childhood is about trying on lots of different 

ideas, identities and interests. The Hill School’s 
academic and co-curricular programs let each 

child explore every subject and activity, so they can 
find out where they excel, and appreciate where 

others do. Through every lesson, we encourage the 
development of strong character, self-confidence, a 
sense of community and a love of lifelong learning. 

We in vite you to visit our 
unique village-style campus in 

Middleburg, VA to find out more. 

Serving students in Junior Kindergarten through 8th grade since 1926.
TheHillSchool.org

“Play is the highest 
form of research.”
Albert Einstein

Learn Lead Serve
An independent school 

serving grades 8-12

middleburg 
Academy

Friday, April 1, 3 - 7 p.m.
Team building pursuit of 21st-century skills: Critical Thinking, Creativity, 
Communication, Collaboration

Saturday, April 2, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Competition building a Rube Goldberg Project. Judges will be engineers from 
Raytheon, and the winner will receive a 3D printer kit.

This event is open to all junior high school students. No registration fee.

Middleburg Academy is an independent school serving grades 8 through 
12, with small classes, dedicated faculty, full STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Math) curriculum, excellent athletics, and a remarkable 
record of graduates excelling at top universities. To find out more about our 
school, and to register for the competition visit www.MiddleburgAcademy.org.

      facebook.com/middleburgacademy           @middleburgacdmy

MiddleburgAcademy.org
35321 Notre Dame Lane, Middleburg, VA 20117

540-687-5581 
admissions@middleburgacademy.org

STEAM 
Challenge 

Test your skills and have fun building 
a Rube Goldberg Machine.

Foxcroft’s Annual Walk-
athon – a “color run” this year 
– is scheduled for April 3 

Foxcroft School’s Junior 
Class is sponsoring an 
all-school, 5K “color 
run” Sunday April 3 

to benefit  Heifer International 
and encourages residents of 
Loudoun County to make a 
difference in the world by sup-
porting the event. Donations, 
payable to Heifer Internation-
al, may be sent to the School.

For years, Foxcroft has 
held an annual walkathon or-
ganized by the Junior Class. 
Over the years, the “walkthon” 
has changed – instead of a trek 

to the village of Middleburg, 
it’s now a run held entirely 
on campus and highlighted by 
students being covered with 
colored powders. The purpose 
and spirit of the “walkathon,” 
however, remains the same: 
Students in the Junior Class 
choose a worthy beneficiary 
and then organize the event 
and the associated fundraising, 
soliciting sponsorships from 
local businesses, family and 
friends. Thousands of dollars, 
as well as increased awareness, 
have been raised for charitable 

organizations ranging from 
the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention and Room 
to Read to the Polaris Project 
and Loudoun Abused Women’s 
Shelter.

Three Foxcroft Hoopsters Named ALL-DAC
Kat Forrest of Sperryville, Alex Grace (Purcellville) 
and Pipsy Steyn (Leesburg) earn honors

Seniors Kathleen Forrest, 
Alex Grace and Pipsy 
Steyn, a trio that led 
Foxcroft School to un-

surpassed heights on the bas-
ketball court over a three-year 
period, received All-Delaney 
Athletic Conference basketball 
honors this season for the third 
year in a row, it was announced 
Wednesday by Coach Patrick 
Finn.

The three girls joined the 
Foxcroft varsity as sopho-
mores and led the team to the 
DAC Division II championship 
game two years running, cul-
minating in the school’s first-
ever basketball title last sea-
son. The competition provided 
much more difficult this year 
as Foxcroft moved up to Divi-
sion I, and although the team 
finished last in that division’s 
standings, the team played well 
and hard – which rival coaches 
recognized as they chose For-

rest, Grace and Steyn as among 
the best players in the confer-
ence.

Kathleen, known as “Kat” 
to her friends and family, re-
ceived Second-Team mention, 
meaning opposing coaches 
considered her among the 12 
best players in the division. 
Kat was a First-Team choice 
in Division II last year and re-
ceived Honorable Mention in 
her sophomore year. This sea-
son, she averaged 7.9 points 
per game and 8.5 rebounds 
per game in eight DAC games 
while leading the team in both 
departments.

Alex and Pipsy, Foxcroft’s 
starting backcourt tandem, 
received Honorable Mention 
from the five division coaches 
who participated in the voting.  
Alex was a First-Team Divi-
sion II choice in 2014 and was 
named Player of the Year in 
DAC II in 2015 when Foxcroft 

won the title. Pipsy was a DAC 
II Second-Team choice in each 
of the previous two seasons.

 Alex, who led DAC II in 
scoring last season while set-
ting a Foxcroft single-season 
record, was second on the team 
in scoring this year, averaging 
7.4 ppg in 10 league games. 
She also led the team in steals.

Pipsy was third in scoring 
with a 5.9 ppg and led the team 
in assists (2.4 apg) in nine 
DAC contests.
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Progeny

Foxcroft School students 
celebrated International 
Women’s Day Tuesday 
with Virginia Governor 

Terry McAuliffe and a stunning 
group of STEM leaders, who are 
committed to growing the num-
ber of girls and women studying 
and working in the critical sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math fields. 

Speaking before several hun-
dred people in Richmond’s his-
toric Patrick Henry Building, 
Governor McAuliffe launched 
the Million Women Mentors ini-
tiative in Virginia (MWM-VA) 
and presented a proclamation 
supporting girls and women in 
STEM. 

“When we are advancing 
women we are advancing the 
Commonwealth,” said the Gov-
ernor. “I want to make sure that 
women are leading the way in 
STEM, so we are ‘all in’ with 
the Million Women Mentors.”

He is first governor to serve 
as Honorary Chair of a state 
chapter of Million Women Men-

tors, a nation-wide initiative 
to support girls and women in 
STEM by providing one million 
STEM mentors. 

Dr. Carole Inge, one of 
MWM-VA Co-Chairs and 
founder of the International As-
sociation for STEM Leaders, in-
vited Foxcroft Science Depart-
ment Chair Maria Evans, Ph.D., 
to bring students to the event 
because she had read about the 
School’s outstanding STEM 
program and special initiatives, 
such as its girls-only interscho-
lastic STEM competition and 
Engineering Projects in Com-
munity Service (EPICS) cur-
riculum. Foxcroft’s contingent 
consisted of 13 girls who are 
passionate about STEM. (Only 
three other high schools were 
represented and none by more 
than three girls.)  

“It was a wonderful opportu-
nity for the girls,” said Dr. Ev-
ans, an aerospace engineer who 
gave up launching rockets and 
designing constellation orbits 
to teach at Foxcroft. “They got 

to meet the Governor and hear 
about the many diverse opportu-
nities in STEM fields from some 
impressive speakers. They also 
made some wonderful connec-
tions with people and companies 
and got excited about the possi-
bilities.”

Of particular interest to the 
students were programs sup-
ported by Cisco Systems and 
Lockheed Martin. They also en-
joyed hearing from such power-
ful women as Michelle Lee, the 
first woman to be Director of the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice; Virginia Secretary of Com-
merce and Trade Maurice A. 
Jones; and MWM-VA Co-Chair 
Jennifer Bisceglie, who is CEO 
of Interos Solutions and Global 
Chair of WIPP (Women Impact-
ing Public Policy. 

“I’m counting on you,” Gov-
ernor McAuliffe told the stu-
dents. These Foxcroft girls seem 
anxious to rise to the challenge!

Founded in 1914, Foxcroft 
is a college-preparatory board-
ing and day school for girls in 

grades 9-12. It offers 75+ cours-
es, including 17 APs, and fields 
athletic teams in nine sports, in-
cluding a nationally-known rid-
ing program and a state cham-
pion lacrosse team. The 2015-16 
student body is comprised of 166 
girls from 18 states, the District 

of Columbia, and 14 countries. 
About one-third of the students 
receive financial assistance, 25 
percent are international stu-
dents and 16 percent students of 
color. For more information, call 
540.687.4340. 

Foxcroft Students Help Governor Launch 
Million Women Mentor Initiative

all-freshman Foxcroft  team doing the biology “Waste Notm, Want 
Not” urine analysis. Includes three Middleburg residents (from left): 
Carsyn Betz, Bella Bigelow and (right) recent Hill grad Loren Sepul-
veda. Dark hair in the middle is Leah Schuster from Big Horn, WY

Obituaries
Samuel Charles Deane

Samuel Charles Deane 
passed away February 
15th peacefully in his 
sleep surrounded by his 

loving family. Born June 15, 
1931 to Floyd Deane and Cor-
nelia Dickerson and was raised 
in Charlottesville, Virginia by 
his sister Florence Burnett. 
He was a veteran of the Ko-
rean War serving two years 
as an airplane and helicopter 
mechanic while stationed in 
Germany. Upon returning state 
side he married his sweetheart 
Barbara Jane Rose of Fairfax, 
Virginia in 1955 and remained 
so until his death. They had 
four children and 8 grand-
children that he adored. Best 
known among friends as the 
proprietor along with his wife 
of The Atoka General Store. 

His passion was training race 
horses. He was a very success-
ful trainer in the Mid-Atlantic 
region training numerous win-
ners mainly from his back-
yard. Sam was predeceased by 
his grandson Sam Deane and 
is survived by his wife of 60 
years Barbara Jane Deane, his 
sister Florence Burnett, four 
children; Laura Karoll from 
New Jersey and John Deane, 
Mark Deane, Angela Deane 
living in Virginia and seven 
other grandchildren John 
Micheal Hill, Taryn Deane, 
Katelyn Deane, Jacob Deane, 
Jesse Deane, Jenna Deane and 
Morgan Carriero. A celebra-
tion of Sam’s life was   held 
on Thursday February 18th  at 
the Middleburg Methodist 
Church.

Heidi Katrina Maria Boggs

Heidi Katrina Maria 
Boggs, 48, of The 
Plains, passed away 
peacefully in her 

sleep after a long illness on 
March 11, 2016 surrounded 
by her parents. Katrina is pre-
ceded in death by her father, 
William Dixon Boggs. She is 
survived by her mother and 
step-father, Rein T. and Wil-
liam H. du Pont; and five 
siblings, Christopher “Chris” 
Dixon Boggs, John Thomas 
“Tommy” Maria Boggs, Anne 
Everett Westbrook, William 
Ph. du Pont, and Ridgely du 
Pont. Katrina was a prolific 
and well loved painter. 

Robert McLester Ramsay

Robert McLester Ramsay, 
of  Middleburg, Virginia 
passed away March 7, 
2016 at the age of 94. We 

have lost another member of “The 
Greatest Generation.”  

He was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama on July 26, 1921 to An-
drew Carnegie Ramsay and Mary 
Ruth McLester Ramsay. Mr. Ram-
say attended Ramsay High School 
and graduated from Culver Mili-
tary Academy in Culver, Indiana. 
He attended the University of Vir-
ginia where he was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity 
and played varsity golf. In 1942 he 
enlisted in the United States Army. 

Serving in World War II as a 
1st Lieutenant in the 1st Calvary 
Division, 5th Calvary Regiment, 
Mr. Ramsay saw action in the Pa-
cific Theater from February 1944 
through June 1945. He participated 
in the New Guinea Campaign, the 
Admiralty Islands Campaign, and 
the invasion of the Philippines at 
Leyte and the liberation of Luzon. 
He served on General MacArthur’s 
staff when he returned to the Phil-
ippines. For his service, he was 
awarded the Philippine Liberation 
Medal, the Army Combat Infantry 
Badge, the World War II Victory 
Medal and was awarded a Purple 
Heart. 

After the war he completed his 
education at the University of Ala-

bama where he earned a BS in Me-
chanical Engineering in 1948. He 
also attained his Professional Engi-
neering License. 

Upon his return to Birmingham, 
Mr. Ramsay began his career as a 
design engineer for James A. Evans 
Engineering. In 1951 he founded 
Banks, Ellett and Ramsay, Inc., a 
mechanical engineering and con-
tracting company, where he served 
as President for 30 years. In 1958 
he purchased Birmingham Lead 
and Smelting Company and served 
as President. 

In 1972 his company purchased 
Shook and Fletcher Air Condition-
ing, Inc. and Banks, Ellett and Ram-
say became the largest mechanical 
contractor in Alabama. In 1982 he 
founded Superior Mechanical, Inc. 
where he served as President and 
CEO for 17 years until his retire-
ment. 

At the time of his death, Mr. 
Ramsay served as Chairman of 
the Board of Ramsay-McCormack 
Land Company.  

Predeceased by his parents, 
brother Andrew Carnegie Ramsay, 
Jr., daughter Mary McLester Ram-
say Fikes, and his wife of 59 years, 
Rhoda Hale Ramsay. Mr. Ramsay 
is survived by his wife of 12 years 
Joan Faville Ramsay; his children 
Erskine, Robert, Charles, Rhoda 
and Richard; his step-children 
Cynthia, Brooke and Jonathan; 20 

grandchildren, and 15 great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Ramsay was former Presi-
dent of The St. Andrew’s Society 
of the Middle South; former Presi-
dent of the Sons of the Revolution 
in Alabama and former Governor 
of the Society of Colonial Wars in 
Alabama. 

During his years in Birming-
ham, his many civic contribu-
tions included: former President, 
Mountain Brook Exchange Club; 
former Chairman, Birmingham 
Area Chapter of the American Red 
Cross; former Board Member, Boys 
and Girls Club of Central Alabama; 
former Board Member, Pearson 
Hall, Alcohol and Drug Rehabilita-
tion Facility, and Cub Scout Leader, 
Troop 363, for 10 years.

Michael Gary (Mike) Fleniken

Michael Gary (Mike) 
Fleniken passed away 
on February 29th at 
the age of 62.  Born in 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana on July 25, 
1953, Mike was the son of Carroll 
Joseph Fleniken and Jane Newton 
Fleniken of Lafayette, Louisiana.  

He was predeceased by his fa-
ther and his younger brother, Greg-
ory Joseph Fleniken.  

Mike graduated from the Uni-
versity of Southwestern Louisi-
ana and after a five year courtship 
married the love of his life, Connie 
Lynn Walton of Lafayette on April 
9th, 1983.   Connie and Mike were 
itinerant gypsies moving numerous 
times and living in several states be-
fore settling in Houston, Texas.  

Mike will be deeply mourned 
by his wife , Connie L. Walton of 
The Plains, Virginia,  mother  Jane 
Newton Fleniken of Lafayette, 
Louisiana, two sisters, Cindi Fle-
niken Baxter and husband John of 
Lafayette, Louisiana and Sondra 
Fleniken Young of Mena, Arkansas.  
Four nephews, Louis Austin Walton 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, Trevor 
Young and wife, Sherry of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, Troy Young of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and William Baxter of 
San Francisco, California.  Two 
nieces, Lauren Baxter Knecht and 
husband Kirk of Lafayette, Loui-
siana and Tory Amanda Young of 
Denver, Colorado.  His brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Thomas Larry 
Smith and wife Melinda Walton of 
Leesburg, Virginia,  Jackie L. Wal-
ton of Marshall, Virginia,  Jerry L. 

Walton and wife, Cindy of Lafay-
ette, Louisiana and Suzy Aycock 
Fleniken of Lafayette, Louisiana as 
well as a lifetime of close  friends. 

A memorial celebration of 
Mike’s life will be scheduled later 
in the year.  In lieu of flowers, his 
family prefers donations in Mike’s 
name to the Animal Friends of 
Washington County, 3901 Highway 
36N, Brenham, Texas 77833.

Some hold the belief that when-
ever a soul leaves this earth,  an 
impact is made that forever changes  
something or someone left behind.   
With the passing of Michael G. Fle-
niken, it is impossible to exaggerate 
the impact and  the sense of  im-
measurable loss for so many whose 
lives were enriched by his  generos-
ity and spirit.

NOW OPEN!

Tuesday - Sunday 7 am to 3 pm

Featuring our Breakfast Buffet 

Saturday and Sunday 

7 am to Noon

(540)326-4604

Join us for dinner 
Thursday through Saturday 

beginning the first 
weekend in April

Visit our Facebook page for our weekly specials..

Cage Free    •    Maximum of 3 Dogs at a Time
Large Fenced-In Yard   •   Special Needs Support

Pickup and Delivery Available

A Unique Home Away From Home Experience for Your Dog
The Bed & Bone Experience

540.454.7252
www.beckncallservice.com

Bluemont, VA

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Thurs. 6 am to 8 pm •  Fri. 6 am to 10 pm
Sat. 8 am to 10 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm

Come Enjoy Our Artist for April
Misia Broadhead

692 Federal Street ~ Paris, Virginia
540-592-3900

http://www.ashbyinn.com/703.370.TREE (8733)
www.shadetreefarm.com

Shade Tree Farm 

From 6 feet to over 45 feet  
in height, our trees are  
healthy, high-quality,  
Virginia-grown trees.

And with one of the largest 
fleet of tree spades in the 
Mid- Atlantic Region,  
we  install them, too!

At Shade Tree Farm,  
we LOVE trees!  

Transforming 

landscapes  

since 1981!

Deerchase LLC

Traditional Restoration & Construction

Richard Williams
www.deerchasellc.com

703 • 431 • 4868
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Tim Burch

Too many times, I’ve 
had to deliver the 
upsetting news to 
new homebuyers: 

the remodeling project they 
planned for their new pur-
chase is not feasible. With a 
little due diligence and ex-
perience, the buyer’s disap-
pointment could have been 
avoided. To help ensure 
you’re making an educated 
purchase, consider these ten 
tips when buying a house 
with the intention of a future 
remodeling project.

1. Check the local govern-
ment’s zoning ordinances.  
Don’t assume that you will 
have identical building rights 
as the neighbors. Regulations 
change, and the particular lo-
cation of your lot (corner lot 
example) may be impacted.

2. Research any neighbor-
hood association restrictions. 
If you conduct a title search 
of the property, you should 
find the following: architec-
tural design guidelines and 
review, construction materi-
als requirements and even 
restrictions on how close you 
can build on the property 
line, along with size limits.

3. Never assume that an 
existing structure is adequate 
for future modifications. For 
instance, second floor ceil-
ings are often inadequate 
flooring structures for re-
modeling attic space. Simi-
larly, deck structures may not 
be appropriately designed 
to handle enclosed spaces. 
Basement ceilings in unfin-
ished areas may be too low to 
finish and may not meet lo-
cal building codes. Also, it’s 
important to remember that 
all finished spaces require an 

egress (exit).
4. Check system capaci-

ties. Most often, systems in 
the house are designed at best 
to meet the needs of the ex-
isting structure. That means 
when you increase the size 
of the house, you’ll likely 
have to create new capacity 
for heating and cooling. You 
may even need to upgrade 
and enlarge the water supply, 
as well as the gas and electric 
supplies.

5. Investigate policies re-
garding septic systems. Poli-
cies vary among districts, but 
it is critical that you under-
stand the capacity of your ex-

isting system and what is en-
tailed with expanding it. New 
technologies are becoming 
more widespread, which give 
more options for expansion. 
Always consult an engineer 
in your specific area for de-
tailed recommendations.

6. Be aware of hazardous 
materials. Many homes in 
our area built prior to 1972 
have lead paint. And homes 
throughout the area, particu-
larly those built 45 years ago 
or more, may have asbestos 
tile. Handling these materials 
appropriately, as part of a re-
modeling project, is required 
by law. So you should plan 

on the extra cost associated 
with the safe remediation of 
these materials.

7. Make sure that you un-
derstand and appreciate your 
landscaping. Some trees and 
plantings are very delicate 
and may be damaged by con-
struction in close proximity. 
There are techniques to mini-
mize damage, such as root 
pruning and liquid fertiliza-
tion. If you’re considering a 
remodeling project in an area 
with a very important tree, 
you should consult a profes-
sional arborist.

8. Think through access 
for construction. One of the 
most overlooked aspects of a 
remodeling project is the lo-
gistics of transporting mate-
rials, equipment and person-
nel to the construction site. 
Often, access is restricted by 
trees, pools, grade, etc., mak-
ing construction much more 
costly.

9. Be realistic about tim-
ing. The permitting process 
in particular can be a harrow-
ing experience. With new lo-
cal restrictions, particularly 
in regard to land disturbance, 
permitting can often take as 
long as a few months. Verify 
all requirements in your dis-
trict, and hire a professional 
expediter to make the pro-
cess as easy as possible.

10. Be realistic about 
your budget. As with many 
new purchases, there may 
be some unanticipated costs, 
and you may want to do 

more work than you initially 
planned. Make sure you’re 
conservative in develop-
ing a budget that will meet 
your needs, and consult an 
expert for the particular sort 
of work you are considering. 
Remember to find someone 
who tells you what you need 
to know, and not what you 
want to hear.

 Tim Burch is Vice Presi-
dent of BOWA, an award-
winning design build firm 
specializing in luxury reno-
vations ranging from master 
suites and kitchens to whole-
house remodels.  A Northern 
Virginia native, Tim focuses 
on clients in the Loudoun 
and Fauquier County ar-
eas providing them with 
his 25 years of expertise in 
the design build construc-
tion industry. He is a third 
generation builder, certified 
remodeler, and instructor. 
Prior to joining BOWA, he 
was the Lead Project Man-
ager of Construction for the 
Emmy Award winning con-
struction reality television 
show, Extreme Makeover 
Home Edition on  ABC Tele-
vision. For more information 
on Tim and the BOWA team, 
visit www.bowa.com, or call 
703-734-9050. Have a ques-
tion for Tim that you’d like 
to see covered in Middleburg 
Eccentric? Email him at Ask-
BOWA@bowa.com. 

Pastimes

Karen Rexrode

It was probably 1975 when 
I first discovered Vibur-
num carlesii while walk-
ing my dog and living 

in Vienna, Virginia. The fra-
grance was so incredible that 
I trespassed into the yard and 
stole a flower to take home. 
Every day (at least for April), 
I made sure to take the same 
route just to be near while it 
remained in bloom. 

When I moved to Loudoun 
County and built my house, 
it was one of the first shrubs 
to be planted, purchased from 

Mac Stiff of Roundhill Gar-
dens. That shrub is still alive 
and producing those incred-
ible fragrant flowers for 2 to 
3 weeks in April. The month 
wouldn’t be complete without 
it. 

Commonly known as Ko-
rean Spicebush, there are now 
numerous cultivars and hy-
brids, one even named ‘Spice 
Girl’. Capable of reach-
ing seven feet with an equal 
spread, the fragrance is the 
sole reason to grow Viburnum 
carlesii, lacking ornament any 
other time of year. Although 
its round habit is relatively 

tidy, not that I care, you would 
find it in my garden even if it 
looked like a misshapen mop. 

A hybrid with Viburnum 
carlesii is V. x burkwoodii. 
Immense plants grow at Oak 
Hill, they are at least 10 x 10. 
The fragrance is not quite as 
strong as   the one parent but 
still worthy. Some April days 
you will notice the fragrance 
sinks to the lowest parts of the 
garden where you will find me 
working in close proximity. 
Weeding is much more pleas-
ant when immersed in their 
perfume.

Tom Neel

Okay artists, is it show 
time?  If you haven’t 
had your first solo 
show, it’s time to 

get into shape.   Every artist 
at some point aspires to have 
their own solo exhibit.  It’s that 
chance for you to shine and 
have a complete body of your 
work featured.   But it is a re-
sponsibility in which even a 
small one person show can be 
a major investment in time and 

money.  So it’s advised to cor-
rectly plan ahead before it be-
comes a reality.

I’ve had forty or more solo 
shows in my 28 years of sell-
ing fine art.   The early years 
were group shows and my first 
solo shows eventually started 
coming multiple times a year 
as a published print artist. For 
those, a lot of responsibility 
fell back on the hosting gallery.  
Solo painting shows came with 
time and over the last 10 years 
I’ve done two to three solo 

shows per year, so allow me 
to offer this.  Possibly the most 
important factor to remember 
is while the show might be for 
YOU, about YOU and because 
of YOU,   YOU largely have 
a responsibly to everyone in-
cluding yourself.  

So, YOU need to be pre-
pared.   If procrastination is 
your middle name, own it and 
factor it in because people will 
be depending on you.   If you 
are the type that runs late, now 
is not the time.  A show is an in-

vestment in you and often oth-
ers are not only depending on 
you, but yes, investing in you.

Next, just because you 
are asked to do a solo show, 
doesn’t mean you should or 
that you are ready. Understand 
your demand and the show’s 
intent.  Feel out who you are as 
an artist through group shows 
first.   Those shows will help 
you understand the details, 
time and money needed, and 
that the mental and financial in-
vestment will be compounded 
ten fold for a one person show. 
The creation of your art, the 
possible expenses of framing 
of your art, promotional ef-
forts, delivery and even pick 
up, all have to be considered 
with much greater depth.

From the start, be thinking 
about what you want to say 
through your art.   Write down 
themes and or bodies of work 
you would like to invest your 
creative soul into.  It shouldn’t 
be, “Oh no, I have a show and I 
can’t figure out what to paint.”  
Shows are for artists who have 
or will invest themselves into 
a body of work.   Work that 
means something to them and 
this is not about quantity, it’s 
about quality.   My 25th An-
niversary show featured little 
more than a dozen new paint-
ings.  Yes many were large, but 
I’ve known artists who think 
you can’t have a show with less 
than thirty or more works of art 
and to be frank, I think that’s 
loosing sight of your narrative 
and focusing too much on the 
quantitive.  

Your collectors will always 
be more interested in you and 
your best, rather than a number.  
Also keep your eye on continu-
ity.   Being all over the place 
with what you are presenting 
is more confusing than inspir-
ing.  After you know what you 
want to paint, sculpt or create, 
give yourself a realistic time-
line to do so.  Don’t try to fool 
yourself by not factoring in the 

pressures of creating a body of 
work. This is not a sprint.   So 
give it a realistic timeline and 
then act on your plan.  

Next, understand the money 
needed for materials.   I have 
found that I don’t even begin 
working on a show without 
everything needed to create it 
in house and I rarely misjudge 
those needs at this point.   I 
never want to have inspired 
creative energy and be without 
the materials needed for that 
energy.

Now you are creating, where 
are you going to put all of this 
work?  Do you have the space 
for a dozen or more paintings? 
Depending on size, they can 
be everywhere. It is amazing 
the space needed to store and/
or dry art and that’s before 
framing comes into play. Plus 
what if you have to provide a 
painting for a client or produce 
a commission in the middle of 
producing the work for your 
show?  If you have given your-
self months to produce your 
show, are you just going to tell 
your client - sorry, I can’t do it?  

Last, if your art needs fram-
ing, this expense can bring 
some artists to their knees.  
Listen, I understand quality 
framing can be expensive, but 
please do not be the artist who 
invests months of their creative 
life, only to frame it all poorly.  
Care about your whole presen-
tation, because trust me, your 
prospective clients will.   Also, 
if you use ready made frames, 
be ready for back orders and 
plan ahead.   Start slow and 
build.  Then be excited and en-
joy!  It’s your time to shine.

The Artist’s Perspective

Viburnums for April
The Plant Lady

Top 10 Things to Know Before 
You Purchase a House to Remodel
Ask a Remodeler
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Pastimes

Nerissa Brown

No other time awak-
ens the spirit like 
springtime. We are 
filled with the an-

ticipation of new beginnings. 
Even my favorite song bird 
puts on prettier feathers. If 
spring has you due for a closet 
makeover and you don’t want 
to go it alone, consider hiring 
an image consultant or invite 
your most fashionable friends 
over for an In or Out Party! Of 
course what’s voted Out can 
be donated to support your 
favorite charity. It’s always 
your call. Creating new space 
will inspire you to let go of 
the past and bring in the new. 
Fill in your empty space with 
trending newsworthy favor-
ites. But what’s trending? 

How about The New Maxi, 
Cold Shoulder Tops, or a Cut 
Out Botanical Dress.  Then try 
the new rage, handbags with 
Fringe or Patent Leather, and 
Saddle Handbags.

No fear of the snow, Gladi-
ator Sandals, Wedges, and 
Feminine Pointed Flats are 
gravel friendly.

For accessories, try the old 
and new with Chokers, and 
Chainlink Jewelry. 

For nail color choose clas-
sic or use your personal cre-
ative inspiration. 

Hair is finally on the move 
again so try a Classic Bob, 
The Pixi or a Chucky Braid 
with tape in highlights for ver-
satility. And there is so much 
more!

Keep in mind that we don’t 
need to wear every trend. 

Wear what makes you happy 
and others will be excited too. 
Its amazing what a few bits 
of spring will do to add a big 
splash of pop to your appear-
ance! It’s always important to 
know your body type and the 
colors that enhance your skin 
tone, eyes and personality 
too. Make sure should always 
feel comfortable. Fabrics and 
materials should work within 
your lifestyle and feel as good 
as they look.

Even if an image consul-
tant is not your thing, there 
is a diverse array of shops 
in Middleburg ready be your 
guide. You will find cut-
ting edge classic, equestrian 
and trendy fashion forward 
styles perfect for spring or 
any time of year. Wherever 
you go, your beauty destina-
tion should always include the 
best fashion accessory ever, 
a smile. And remember, my 
little birdie says it’s always in 
style to give of your time, and 
to work your fashion on the 
community runway where you 
live. We’ll be watching.

This Spring 
The Runway Brings...
Fashion Sense

Taming the Wild Green…
From Behind The Stove

Brian L. Lichorowic

As a molecular gastro-
naut, I like to explore 
what the actual act of 
cooking does to food 

and how my body reacts to dif-
ferent foods prepared different 
ways.  Science shows us how, 
for pretty much 90+% of us, 
green leafy vegetables are very 
good for us.  In fact, they’re se-
riously good for us and needed 
in much larger portions than 
our parents or Grandma would 
boil for us. 

Science of molecular gas-
tronomy tells us that Arugula, 
Swiss chard and Dandelion 
greens are three of the best 
vegetables we can put into our 
bodies. Grown wild and human 
assisted for the past 200 years 
in Virginia.  Leafy dark greens 
boast an impressive nutrition-
al profile. Rich in vitamins A 
(from beta-carotene) and vi-
tamin C, they are also great 
sources of calcium and magne-
sium, iron, and folic acid. 

Arugula, also known as 
“Rocket” is universally viewed 
as a weed in the majority of the 
world and gets discarded and 
un-noticed.  Now it cultivated 
and we pay through the nose.

One of the most popular wild 
greens we eat in these new nu-
tritional “aware” days is Dan-
delion greens. Granted they are 
delicious and very notorious 
but are also the primary image 
used on the label of Round Up.  
I guess that’s the equivalent of 
a “Sports Illustrated” cover if 
you’re a weed.

Swiss Chard (which is actu-
ally a type of Beet) grows wild 
in the Mediterranean and is an 
excellent source of vitamin E, 
a nutrient that is usually only 
found in high-fat foods. It is 
also high in potassium, mag-
nesium, vitamin C and beta-
carotene. 

Each of these three greens 
presented also contain lutein 
and zeaxanthin, which are be-
lieved to help protect against 
cataracts and macular degener-

ation.  Extremely rich in beta-
carotene, which is converted 
into vitamin A, can improve an 
individual’s immune function.

Everything I’m reading 
these days tells me that cook-
ing the Greens with a small 
amount of fat, such as olive 
oil or butter, will enhance the 
availability of these nutrients. 

So, people… hear that 
again.  Adding fat to these veg-
etables is necessary to make 
them more nutritious.  Follow-
ing this logic… Butter now 
becomes necessary and whole-
some!  

Parmesan Chard Bake

I, like many, am a big believ-
er that anything with cheese 
on it will taste better. A chard/
greens bake is sure-fire way to 
introduce greens into the table. 
It’s simple and you’ll come up 
with your own version in time.   
The tomato pepper adds a very 
light bite to the dish. Try a few 
combinations to see which you 

like.  All types of nuts work 
great. Rule of thumb the better 
the cheese, the better the bake.  

3 lbs Chard, stems 
& leaves washed & 
cut in 2’ strips
1 bunch green 
onions, chopped
6 tbs	 Butter, 
unsalted preferred
1 cup	freshly grated 
Parmesan cheese 
(Fontina works too)
1 sm	 Tomato pepper, 
Chopped (Found in a jars 
in the pickle section)
Salt and pepper

Preheat the oven to 425°
Bring a large pot of lightly 

salted water to a boil. Blanch 
the stems ONLY for 5 minutes 

Add the leaves for 2 min-
utes.

In a bowl, place the chard, 
add the onions, tomato pepper 
and light salt and pepper and 
toss lightly with your hands. 
Transfer to an ovenproof dish

Melt the butter in a small 
saucepan until it browns and 
pour over chard. Toss again.

Evenly place the grated 
cheese over the top of the 
chard and bake for 13 minutes.  
Cheese should get bubbly.  If 
you want the top brown and 
crunchy, turn your over to broil 
and cook for another 2 minutes 
(but keep your eyes on it!)

Warm New Potato Salad 
with wilted Dandelion greens 
and Arugula Aioli

One of the few potato salads 
that looks as good as it taste. 
If many of you had a grand-
mother like mine they substi-
tute Bacon fat for the Aioli. 
The aioli is abit healthier, but 
not by much. 

1/2lb	 Dandelion greens 
washed & dried, stems 
removed chopped 

into 2” pieces
11/2lb	 new potatoes, 
quartered
1/3cup Olive oil
1 Lemon, zest only, save 
juice set aside (1/4 cup)
3 cloves Garlic	
¼ cup	 Kalamata 
olives or your favorite 
olives varietals

Cook the potatoes “al’dente.  
Meaning leave abit of crunch 
in them.

In a bowl mix the lemon 
zest, garlic and olive oil to-
gether.

 Heat a small sauté pan over 
med heat. Add 2 tbs of the lem-
on zest mixture and the dande-
lion greens stir and toss for 2 
minutes, add salt and pepper 
and toss again. Add the pota-
toes and lightly fold together.

Locavore Arugula Aioli

1 cup	Arugula leaves, 
washed stems removed
1 garlic clove
2 Egg yolks, med
1/2cup extra 
virgin olive oil
2 tbs lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste

Combine the Arugula, egg 
yolks, garlic 1 tsp of the olive 
oil and 1 tsp of the lemon juice 
In a food processor, blender 
or in a bowl with a hand held 
Puree the ingredients, with 
the motor running on low 
add the remaining oil in ONE 
CONTINUOS SLOW FINE 
STREAM. As emulsification 
occurs it’ will thicken.

In the potato/dandelion 
greens mixture bowl add a 
small amount of the aioli and 
toss gently until mixture is 
well covered

Brandy Greenwell

In 2016 there is a huge 
farm to table movement as 
many crave real food for 
themselves and families.  

Chemicals and herbicides are 
taboo. Raw, fresh, and local 
are major buzz-words.  And 
eating processed is the now 
8th deadly sin.

You could also say that in 
2016 people are seeking out 
natural alternatives to phar-
maceuticals to remedy their 
ailments.  From arnica gel to 
turmeric and all kinds of roots 
and juices in between, going 
natural tends to trend over a 
visit to Dr. Feelgood. 

If so much is moving to-
wards being real, then why 
is fashion stuck in the fake? 

Fashion has historically been 
designed to flatter, improve, 
and accentuate the positive 
while eliminating the negative 
of every body, gender and age.  
But have some things gone too 
far?

How about the bra that 
promises to enhance you three 
full sizes?  They should put 
squeakers in the padded scaf-
folding so a fresh gentleman 
rounding second at least has 
some warning of the mamma-
ry ingenuity.   One could prob-
ably draw the same compari-
son with implants, but I doubt 
you’ll find a surgeon who will 
slip a squeaker in before the 
last stitch. 

If you are a regular reader, 
you know I love Spanx and 
will never betray their al-

mighty power. But honey, you 
are not really a size 4 if you 
need Spanx to achieve full zip.  
You are really a 6, maybe an 8, 
but you are beautiful in your 
own skin nonetheless.

What is up with all these 
fake eyelashes?  Don’t get me 
wrong, I love a long lash, but 
some ladies are blinking down 
to their lips.  Eyelashes are 
meant to protect the eyes from 
dust and dirt particles in the 
air.  Some of these girls must 
be expecting a meteor shower 
to come their way. 

Nothing is better than a 
sun-kissed glow, but I have yet 
to find a “natural” look from 
bottle, booth or airbrush.  A 
little can be a nice touch, over 
doing it can just look odd.  
Could you imagine what a Co-

lonial settler would say if they 
could see our orange society?  
They would think we were all 
witches or aliens hatched from 
a harvest moon.

I could go on forever about 
odd fashion falsies, but the 
fashion Razzie award has to 
go to one of spring’s hottest 
trends:  The Levi’s Wedgie 
Jean.  Yes, denim icon Levi 
has made a pair of jeans to IN-
TENTIONALLY spread your 
cheeks and suck up the seam 
to give a wedgie. Apparently 
Kylie Jenner tweeted one pho-
to wearing said jeans and they 
were sold out instantly.   Fa-
cepalm. 

Please ladies, there is ab-
solutely nothing wrong with 
enhancing your natural beauty 
and putting your best faces 

forward with outside assis-
tance, but I really have to 
draw the line at intentional 
denim chafing being fashion-
able.  What’s the world com-
ing to?  Please boycott.  Write 
a Congressman.  Do NOT get 
stuck in that trend.    

Keepin’ It Real
Sincerely me
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Pastimes

Kay Colgan, BS certified 
fitness professional, 
certified health coach

As babies are knees are 
flexible and grow strong 
as we learn to walk 
and maneuver around 

obstacles.   Our muscles become 
stronger as we learn to run, reach 
and bend and do all the things that 
children do.  Fast forward to adult-
hood and we continually put stress 
on our knees.   The problem isn’t 
the stress we put on the knees but 
rather the imbalances that we cre-

ate in the surrounding muscles that 
support the knee. Repetitive move-
ments that do not allow a balance 
to the muscles that surround the 
joint will put undue stress on the 
joint itself, causing misalignments. 

  In the most simplistic terms 
our knees lose their cushioning 
(cartilage) because the bones no 
longer line up like they should.  In 
other words, imbalances have oc-
curred in the muscles which will 
alter how the bones line up.   In a 
perfect world we would not sit all 
day and we would balance our ac-
tivities to create a balance within 

our muscles.  But, for the majority 
commuting and possibly working 
behind a desk and at a computer 
is the reality.  Sitting creates short 
hamstrings and hip flexors.   To 
counter the sitting, one needs to 
stand and stretch out their ham-
strings and hip flexors.   Working 
the quadriceps muscles (front of 
the thigh) will strengthen the mus-
cles in front and sides of the knee.  
Simple leg lifts while lying supine, 
can create a strong and functional 
quadriceps.   Walking is probably 
one of the best exercises for the 
knees.  Paying particular attention 

to extension when walking. 
  Pay attention to your knees.  

Treat them kindly.   Create a bal-
anced workout that does not over-
tax them, but creates flexibility and 
strength.   Functional muscles are 
preferred over constricted tight in-
flexible muscles.    A well rounded 
workout that incorporates all the 
muscle groups is more effective 
than always targeting the same 
muscles.  Creating a balance is the 
goal.   Pilates and yoga can create 
that strong supple body without 
overtaxing the joints.   When we 
are young we don’t think about our 

joints too much, but as we age the 
reality of what we have done in the 
past becomes our future.  Remem-
ber we only have so many miles 
on our joints, pick wisely what you 
put them through.  Balanced work-
outs that do not overtax the joints 
are better suited to joint health.  So 
stretch, reach, bend and extend for 
the health of your joints. 

  For more information about 
health and fitness, please contact:  
Kay Colgan, 14 S. Madison Street, 
Middleburg, Virginia or call 540-
687-6995.

Balanced exercise and knee health

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $10.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our April Mixer

Tuesday, April 12
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Foxcroft School – “Covert”

22407 Foxhound Lane
Middleburg, VA 20117

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes 
with four-legged friends

Albert P. Clark

I almost always limit this 
column to topics about 
living with four-legged 
friends. Being a dog, how-

ever, I do have some strong 
opinions about protecting my 
territory. That territory in-
cludes not only my house, but 
also my family’s store and our 
beloved town of Middleburg. 
So this month, I’m getting lit-
tle territorial and broadening 
my normal subject matter in 
the process.

Those of you who live in 
and around Middleburg know 
that the “traffic calming” con-
struction project has become a 
daily frustration for much of 
the business community. The 
sight of traffic on Washington 
Street at a standstill with cars 
stacked end to end is now all 
too familiar. 

We’ve been living with 
this since October, and it has 
changed the vibe of our little 
community. What was a bucol-
ic village now has some rather 
urban problems. Getting in and 
out of town can be a challenge, 
and parking can be a little dif-
ficult too. I understand that 
this is the price of progress, but 
for many businesses in town, it 
feels like anything but prog-
ress. Some regular customers, 
as well as some tourists, are 
understandably opting to avoid 
Middleburg. Whether they’ll 
come back one day is anyone’s 
guess.

Meanwhile, another kind of 
small business disruption is 
happening all over the country, 
from tiny towns to sprawling 
metropolises. The convenience 
of online shopping is keep-
ing customers from venturing 
beyond their screens. Huge 
companies like Amazon offer 
deeply competitive pricing and 
lightning fast delivery. Great 
deals arrive overnight, and 
customers don’t even have to 
get out of bed. It’s more than 
obvious why online commerce 
continues to grow year after 
year. 

My family’s business in 
Middleburg is feeling the ef-

fects of both construction and 
e-commerce. These are not 
easy times for some local re-
tailers and restaurateurs. I 
wanted to take a minute to sin-
cerely thank all of the people 
who continue to come into 
Middleburg to eat, shop, or 
support any of our local en-
terprises. Your loyalty means 
more than you can possibly 
imagine. We are so very grate-
ful.

As the world moves at 
breakneck speed towards a 
digital economy, it can be easy 
to imagine that small brick and 
mortar companies will soon be 
a thing of the past. That may 
be true, but right now, there are 

still lots of them turning the 
lights on every day. Remember 
that while an online purchase 
might help a venture capitalist 
or a big business realize great-
er ROI, a local purchase might 
help someone get a paycheck 
or keep the doors open. It’s that 
extreme. It’s that important. 

It goes even deeper than 
that, however. Shopping lo-
cally keeps our community in-
tact and thriving. It means that 
our residents see each other on 
a regular basis. It means that 
the daily hum of life continues 
through our streets. It means 
that we do not become a quaint 
memory of how things used to 
be in the good old days. Your 
decisions matter. Your choices 
help shape the success or fail-
ures of small businesses. Your 
dollars count. 

In short, you have to per-
sonally keep watch over your 
community if you want to keep 
it. As it turns out, being territo-
rial is a pretty great thing for 
humans. If only I could con-
vince my people that it’s also a 
great thing for dogs! 

Albert, a Jack Russell Ter-
rier, is Chairman of the Board 
of Wylie Wagg, a shop for dogs, 
cats, and their people, with lo-
cations in VA and DC.
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Deadline 
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5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Fence Painting and Repair

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
 

admin@middleburghumane.org (540) 364-3272  
 

middleburghumane.org 

Oliver is a friendly cat who loves 
attention. He is 4 1/2 years old & is 
seeking either an indoor or indoor-
outdoor home where he will get lots 
of love! He's a little shy when 
there's a lot of activity. He likes to 
pick his cubby & watch the activity 
from that safe spot. When it's qui-

et, he likes to find a sunbeam or window to sit in. Oliver 
likes other cats, especially other mellow cats who like to 
sit in a cozy spot & observe the household.  

Pippi is a beautiful, 
kind ex broodmare 
who arrived to us at 
MHF due to owner 
neglect. She is SUPER 
sweet, easy to work 
around & gets along 
well with all other horses in a large herd. Her 
ideal home would be as a companion horse. She 
stands quietly for vet & farrier & loves being 
groomed & blanketed. She loads & travels well. 
She has never been saddled. 

Chickens & Kittens! 
We have a group of friendly, 

healthy chickens that are look-
ing for a forever home.  We 
also have kittens.  Ask about 
our 2 for 1 Buddy Program-
Help keep friends together! 

Liberty is a 3 year old chest-
nut Appaloosa cross that is 
about 13.2H. He is ready to be 
trained & would make a great 
hunter pony. We have started 
backing him, & so far he has 
been extremely easy & acts 
like he's been under saddle for 

years! He stands for the vet & farrier & is very sweet.     
Liberty is ready to find his forever home. 

Midge is a 7 year old 
terrier  mix. Midge is a 
spunky little lady who 
tells you what she wants! 
Midge likes taking walks 
outside & hanging out 
with other dogs. She 

also likes snuggling with Midge-approved humans 
(Her personal approval process usually involves 
giving her shredded chicken). She has a delight-
ful, sassy personality. Midge is currently living 
in a foster home, where she's enjoying the com-
pany of other small dogs & has claimed "her" 
easy chair for nap times.  

Cheyenne is a    
9 year old quarter 
horse. She’s had 
some training & 
handles well on the 
ground. She is look-
ing for a home with 
someone patient, calm, & gentle because some-
times things are just too scary for her. Chey-
enne would likely be happier as a companion 
horse than a riding horse for this reason. She 
gets along well with other horses & ponies.  

Sparky is 8 yrs old & quite the 
sweet gentleman. He is house-
trained, crate trained, & very 
spry! He gets along with dogs 
having his same energy level & 
ignores cats. His family had him 
since he was 8 weeks old but he 
lost his home due to his mom's 
failing health. He would like a family of his own again. 
Sparky is currently in a foster home until we find a 
forever home for him.  

Services include:
• Routine exams & vaccines • Digital x-rays
• Full in-house lab suite • Surgical procedures
• Hospice and end-of-life care • Dental needs           
under anesthesia • Emergencies and hospitaliza-
tion• And more…

Unique full-service mobile veterinary hospital 
is convenient for people with busy lives, 

multiple pets or have mobility limitations. 

Jonathan Reiss, DVM ° Reiss Mobile Vet
540-454-5400

Friends for Life
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Great things are done when men and mountains meet…. 

William Blake 
 

Providing the Following Services: 
 

◆ Professional Gate Consultation & Design Service 
◆ Automatic Gate Operating System Design 
◆ Installation, Service & Repair  
◆ Emergency Attendance 
◆ Proficiency with All Major Equipment Manufacturers 

 

(540) 937-2400, (888) 5 Aurora 

www.auroraservicesinc.com 

 
 

Aurora Services is proudly invested in installations, service and repair 
For more than fifteen years in the metropolitan Washington DC area. 

 
Class A Electrical Contractor – VA  & MD 

 
 
 

Nancy Milburn Kleck 

Purcellville, Virginia (859) 707-0805 

Equine and Pet Portraits - Fox and Foxhound Sketches - Drawings 

EquineSportingArt.com  Email: nancykleck@aol.com 

My paintings can be seen at The Shaggy Ram in Middleburg 

$1.00 OFF
 admission

with this ad

Reg. $5 per person
Children 12 & Under Free

Fauquier County 
Fairgrounds

6209 Old Auburn Road
Warrenton, VA 20186

www.discoverypubs.com
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Saturday, April 23, 2016 
9am-5pm (rain or shine)

Save � e Date!

Authorized Installer for:
Satellite • tV inStallation

DirecTV & HD Antenna’s, Cell phone repeaters
Satellite • internet

Exede & Hughesnet, Wi-Fi Internet
SatMan alSo offerS:

Set-up and Configuration of Home Networks,
Voice & Data cabling, Home Theatre Installations,

Custom Surround Sound Systems (5.1–7.2)

Practicing excellence in SerVice 
WitH a 100% SatiSfaction guarantee

Phone 540-905-2454
e-mail: SatMan@Sat-Man.coM

www.sat-man.com

SAT-MAN 
COMMUNICATIONS

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs 7-7 • Wed, Fri 7-5 • Sat 7-1 
4216 Frost Street • Marshall Virginia 20115 • (540)364-1409

www.marshallvetclinic.com

Marshall Veterinary Clinic
Providing Outstanding Veterinary Care 

to Fauquier County and Surrounding Communities 
for Over 25 years

Complete Wellness, 
Diagnostic and 
Surgical Care

Dr. Joy Cole, 
Dr. Katrina Kollgaard 

& Dr. Becky Verna
Dr. Rebecca L. G. Verna, MS, DVM

8381 W. Main Street, Marshall, VA 20115
703-395-0795 • www.DrVerna.com

Reiki
Acupuncture
Animal Chiropractic
Pet Physical Therapy
Chinese Veterinary
Medicine
Herbal and 
Nutrition Therapy
Western Herbs
and More
House Calls
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Tom Pratt

 These are politically trying 
times for most Americans and 
I am sure most are reaching our 
limits on how much more cam-
paigning we can suffer.

Our system is so incredibly 
rigged by corporate media and 
big money that I am not sure it 
will ever change.  The head of 
CBS recently said that all the 
Trump malarkey might be bad for 
the country but certainly good for 
the network, as they are having 
their best year in history, nice for 
them bad for us.

In most other countries, elec-
tions take place over six or so 
weeks not 6 or so years as seems 
to be the case here.   How much 
more can the candidates say, re-

peat, repeat, repeat. Also, in most 
European countries candidates 
are given equal TV time and their 
campaigns are publically funded, 
again far from that here.

All the republican candidates 
are an embarrassment to this 
country.  All want to either return 
to war in Iraq and Afghanistan or 
go to war in Syria again with no 
end plan.  

They are all beating their 
chests and acting like Tarzan but 
none have even hinted at diplo-
macy.  The republicans are not 
alone Hillary wants to continue 
her favorite foreign policy of 
regime change.  The only and I 
mean the only alternative to all 
of this madness is Bernie Sanders 
and I cannot figure out why he is 

not so far out in front that no one 
could come close to catching him.  

He is the only one who can 
save us from all the madness and 
if he does not win, (which I per-
sonally think he still will) he has 
certainly had a huge affect on Ms. 
Clinton. He has pulled her from 
her neo-liberal stance into being 
almost a progressive.

Most clear thinking republi-
cans are scratching their heads 
trying to think of a way to keep 
the idiot child Trump from the 
nomination and good luck to 
them.  I hope they are successful, 
but they, at this point do not seem 
to have anyone as an alternative, 
Cruz certainly is as frightening as 
Trump, maybe even more so.

So here is my take on the elec-

tions starting with the conven-
tions:  if by some chance those 
moderate repubs can provoke a 
brokered convention and Trump 
is not the nominee I am pretty 
sure he would run as in indepen-
dent as he does not seem the type 
to give up easily.  And if Bernie 
does not get the dem nomination, 
I would hope he would decide to 
run as an independent as well be-
cause of the incredible number of 
supporters that he has gathered.  

If these two things were to 
happen I think it would be the 
best thing for this country: to 
have four candidates for the pres-
idency instead of two.  Just think 
how great it would be to break up 
the power that both the republican 
party  (less now since the advent 

of Trump) and the democratic 
partly have now.

This may be the time for us 
to change to a multi-party sys-
tem that so many other countries 
have.  It would stop the insanity 
that goes on now in Congress.  It 
would stop all the obstructionists 
as they would have to form a co-
alition government so that power 
would be spread out instead of 
concentrated in only two legisla-
tive bodies. 

I sincerely hope my predic-
tions come to be.  Maybe then 
we could have some semblance 
of normalcy return to the gov-
ernment and real work could get 
done instead of wasting so much 
time trying to simply win each 
battle for political gain.

Hypocrisy 

Civility
As all our brackets collapse 

and March becomes even madder, 
socially, politically, and weather-
wise, it might be well to keep in 
mind, or close at hand, or both, 
a copy of a late 16th century Je-
suit pamphlet, made famous in the 
United States by a sixteen year old 
boy, who once copied them out as 
part of an exercise in penmanship.

The pamphlet? 110 Rules of 
Civility and Decent Behavior.

The young American copyist?  
A kid from a place just south of 
Alexandria named George Wash-
ington.

A few favorite passages, ap-
propriate to the season (with 

thanks to the Foundations Maga-
zine website at http://www.foun-
dationsmag.com/civility.html) 

1.	 Every Action done in 
Company, ought to be with Some 
Sign of Respect, to those that are 
Present.

2.	 When in Company, put 
not your Hands to any Part of the 
Body, not usually Discovered.

6.	 Sleep not when others 
Speak, Sit not when others stand, 
Speak not when you Should hold 
your Peace, walk not on when oth-
ers Stop.

17. Be no Flatterer, neither 
Play with any that delights not to 
be Play’d Withal.

24. Do not laugh too loud or 
too much at any Public Spectacle.

40. Strive not with your Supe-
riors in argument, but always Sub-
mit your Judgment to others with 
Modesty.

44. When a man does all he can 
though it Succeeds not well blame 
not him that did it.

47. Mock not nor Jest at any 
thing of Importance break [n]o 
Jest that are Sharp Biting and if 
you Deliver any thing witty and 
Pleasant abstain from Laughing 
thereat yourself.

49. Use no Reproachful Lan-
guage against any one neither 
Curse nor Revile.

50. Be not hasty to believe fly-
ing Reports to the Disparagement 
of any.

58. Let your Conversation be 
without Malice or Envy, for ‘is 
a Sign of a Tractable and Com-
mendable Nature: And in all 
Causes of Passion admit Reason 
to Govern.

63. A Man ought not to value 
himself of his Achievements, or 
rare Qualities of wit; much less of 
his riches Virtue or Kindred.

67. Detract not from others nei-
ther be excessive in Commanding.

68. While you are talking, 
Point not with your Finger at him 
of Whom you Discourse nor Ap-

proach too near him to whom you 
talk especially to his face.

79. Be not apt to relate News 
if you know not the truth thereof. 
In Discoursing of things you Have 
heard Name not your Author al-
ways A Secret Discover not.

87. Let thy carriage be such as 
becomes a Man Grave Settled and 
attentive to that which is spoken. 
Contradict not at every turn what 
others Say.

89. Speak not Evil of the ab-
sent for it is unjust.

110. Labor to keep alive in 
your breast that little spark of ce-
lestial fire called conscience.

Richard A. Engberg

The 100th meridian bisects North 
Dakota and Texas and the four states 
between them.  As settlers moved 
west during the 19th century and 
crossed this imaginary line they 
moved from the humid east to the 
arid west.  Wherever they settled, 
adequate water supplies were neces-
sary but not always available.  Wells 
they dug were not always reliable.  

In the east, they had been accus-
tomed to perennial streams assur-
ing year around water supplies but 
many of the western streams were 
ephemeral, in other words, they 
might be dry during parts of each 
year if rainfall or snowmelt was in-
adequate.  

Nevada, arguably the most arid 

state in the nation, achieved state-
hood in 1864.  Because of its lack 
of water, it was the least populated 
state through the rest of the 19th 
century.   However as the 20th cen-
tury approached, Francis Newlands, 
a U. S. Representative and later 
Senator from Nevada, had a dream.  

He dreamed of making the des-
ert bloom and his dream was real-
ized when Congress passed the 
Reclamation Act of 1902.  This act 
established the Reclamation Service 
within the U. S. Geological Survey 
(Survey).  In 1907, it became inde-
pendent from the Survey and was 
renamed the U. S. Bureau of Recla-
mation (Bureau).

The early mission of the Bureau 
was to evaluate rivers and lands in 
the 17 states west of the 100th me-
ridian for sites for the construction 

of dams and the attendant devel-
opment of irrigation projects that 
would, indeed, make the desert 
bloom.   A later equally important 
use of the dams was the generation 
of hydroelectric power. 

And build dams the Bureau did, 
in some cases in areas where the 
Law of Unintended Consequences 
ultimately reared its head. 

However, in 1928, the Bureau 
scored what probably was its great-
est triumph with the Congressional 
authorization of the Boulder Can-
yon Project in the Colorado River 
Basin.  Bureau engineers designed 
a concrete anti-gravity dam 660 
feet high.  Hoover Dam was built 
between 1932 and 1935 by a con-
sortium of private companies under 
the supervision of the Bureau.  Over 
5,000 persons were involved and 

approximately 100 lost their lives 
during construction.  

At the time, this was the greatest 
engineering project the world had 
ever seen, and it elevated the Bureau 
to one of the most prominent engi-
neering organizations in the world.

After the astonishing success of 
Hoover Dam, the number of Bureau 
water facilities grew substantially 
eventually by around 1980 amount-
ing to 340 projects. In the 1960’s the 
Commissioner of the Bureau, Floyd 
Dominy, was one of the most pow-
erful people in Washington, DC.   

However, by 1980, just about ev-
ery river in the west that could be 
dammed had been dammed.   In the 
Bureau’s own words, “The arid West 
essentially has been reclaimed.”  
The Bureau began to shift from an 
organization dedicated to construc-

tion to an organization dedicated to 
the operation and maintenance of 
existing facilities.

Presently the Bureau is the larg-
est wholesaler of water in the coun-
try.  It provides water to about 31 
million people and irrigation water 
for about 10 million acres of farm-
land in the western states.  It also is 
a major supplier of hydropower.

By and large, the Bureau has 
been extremely successful but as of-
ten happens, not everything came up 
roses for the Bureau during its long 
years of dam building.  

In my next column, I’ll write 
about a few of its more controver-
sial projects.  

Some of the material in this col-
umn is derived from the history of 
the Bureau as published by Wikipe-
dia.

Federal Water Resource Agencies
The U. S. Bureau of Reclamation: Major Water Supplier
Waterworld

Fleeced
Blue
Dan Morrow

The current state of state of the 
GOP reminds me of nothing so much 
as the myth of Jason and the Golden 
Fleece.

Jason, you will remember, ac-
companied by his seagoing pals, the 
Argonauts, set off to steal the Golden 
Fleece (You’ve seen it often:  think 
Brooks Brothers logo, the paintings 
of the Habsburg Emperors, and Air 
Force One).

A powerful and singularly annoy-
ing King named Aetes, the father of 
a beautiful daughter (more on THAT 
later) made it his task to set obstacles 
in the path of Jason and the boys:  
harness a brace of brass-footed, fire-
breathing bulls; use them to plow a 

fertile field, and then sow the field 
with teeth from a dead but magic 
dragon.

Sound familiar?
Following the disaster of Barry 

Goldwater’s defeat at the hands of 
Lyndon Johnson in1964, the GOP 
set off on a long but ultimately suc-
cessful quest for a slightly different 
“Golden Fleece.” 

It first harnessed the brass-footed 
fire-breathing bulls that now consti-
tute an overwhelmingly powerful 
segment of their “base.” 

Exploiting the Democratic Par-
ty’s support of Civil Rights and both 
the style and substance of opposition 
to the war in Vietnam, Richard Nix-
on’s “southern strategy” appealed to 
angry white southerners and patri-

otic working class northerners alike, 
foremost among them disappointed 
supporters of George Wallace.  

Overnight Dixiecrats like Strom 
Thurmond and Jesse Helms became 
. . . “Republicans.”

And there was much fertile 
ground to plow.

In Jason’s myth the dragon’s teeth 
grow into fully armed warriors, in-
tent on his destruction.  

In the myth Jason escapes by the 
skin of his own teeth, thanks to the 
advice of Medea, the kings daughter.   
He blindsides one of the warriors 
with a well-aimed stone; one warrior 
blames another and so on, until inju-
ries cascade; and the warrior harvest 
of the dragon’s teeth kills itself off.

For the GOP, the candidates and 

crowds of 2016 are the harvest of the 
dragons’ teeth, sown by Goldwater, 
Wallace, Nixon,  W, Cheney, and 
their successors.

They are seeds that grow in the 
fertile soil of anger and hate, racism 
and economic discontent, fed by reli-
gious self-righteousness, envy, hope-
lessness and overweening pride and 
misplaced patriotism.

No one from the outside needed 
to throw a well-aimed stone to set 
our crop of GOP hopefuls against 
each other.  Trump did that and now 
there are only three of the original 
ten thousand left standing

In one version of the myth of the 
dragon’s five warriors survive and go 
on to found the city of Sparta.

Jason’s version was bloodier.

After stealing the Golden Fleece, 
Jason and the Argonauts set sail in 
the Argus hotly pursued by King 
Aetes.

Medea, never at a loss, killed her 
own brother, cut him into pieces, and 
dropped them in the sea.  

She knew her father, proud and 
mean-spirited though he was, would 
be grief stricken, would stop, try to 
collect the pieces, and at the very 
least, give them an decent burial. 

Sadly, after all this is over there 
may not be enough of the Grand Old 
Party to bury.

Let us hope that after the dust fi-
nally settles it only the GOP, and not 
something dearer to us all, in need of 
rites.

March Madness
RED
Jim Morgan

Nope, it’s not about basketball.  
As this issue of “The Eccentric” 
goes to press, March is about to end 
though the madness looks to con-
tinue for quite some time.  There 
are 27 more primaries and caucuses 
between April 1 and the conventions 
in July.   

On the Democrat side, the field is 
down to two though no one ever took 
Martin O’Whatshisname seriously 
anyway.  Not surprisingly, the Clin-
ton machine is bulldozing Bolshe-
vik Bernie … except, interestingly, 
among the “young,” which is to say 
the under 35 demographic.  

Those folks are voting for him 
at a rate described by one pundit as 
“North Korean,” meaning well over 
90%.  And how eerily appropriate 
is that comparison?  What it means 
for the general election remains to 

be seen but it could put a yuuuuuuge 
banana peel in Hillary’s path if the 
baby bolsheviks-in-training, feeling 
unfairly treated, get into a snit and 
flee to their campus safe spaces to 
cower and suck their thumbs instead 
of turning out to vote.  

Despite his Children’s Crusade, 
Bernie Sanders is toast.  Bernie isn’t 
really any farther left than Hillary.  
He’s just honest about it.  But the 
Clintons, with Obama on the way 
out, pretty much own the Party.  And 
the Democrats are so locked into 
identity politics that they’re now 
fully invested in Hillary despite her 
criminally inept handling of highly 
classified information and her many 
scandals over the years.  

It certainly demonstrates how lit-
tle Democrats care about America’s 
national security, as if there were any 

doubt.

Hillary will try to bring Bernie’s 
kids on board by promising them all 
the same stuff that he has.  That sort 
of thing is the Democrats’ bread and 
butter anyway and will come easily 
to her.   Buy them off.

The real question remains:  why 
isn’t she in jail?  But if Obama’s DoJ 
can hold off the FBI for a while and 
stretch the whole process out, Hillary 
will benefit.  Then, if she is elected, 
she can pardon herself.  It’s all such 
old news though, isn’t it?  As she 
once famously remarked, “What dif-
ference, at this point, does it make?”

The GOP is channeling its inner 
Whig and appears about to implode.  
Perhaps not but, in any case, the fog 
is clearing.  

At the beginning of March, Re-
publican candidates still numbered 

in the hundreds.  But, at month’s 
end, there are only three.  Christie 
and Carson quit and have become 
pathetic hangers-on hoping for some 
crumbs from Trump’s table.  Chris-
tie is Pancho to The Donald’s Cisco, 
though that’s probably unfair to The 
Cisco Kid, one of my favorite west-
ern heroes when I was a boy.    But 
then Cisco’s horse was named Dia-
blo and Pancho’s was named Loco.  
Maybe there’s a connection after all.

Christie once showed real prom-
ise and might have become the next 
Reagan.  But sucking up to Obama 
after Hurricane Sandy and, now, 
endorsing the carnival barker, has 
killed his political career even if he 
does get to be President Trump’s At-
torney General. 

The Ides of March proved lucky 
for Kasich who won Ohio and there-
fore stays in the running for the vice-

presidency.  It was not so lucky for 
Marcus Rubius as former friends 
gathered ‘round him and drove the 
dagger in deep.  Et tu, Florida?  Ap-
parently so, as Floridians - except in 
Miami, the northernmost suburb of 
Havana - went all in for Trump.  

Ted Cruz is the only one with 
any chance of knocking off Trump 
whose popularity has beaten the 
odds and all the “smart” predictions 
and shows no signs of fading away, 
however much the editors of “Na-
tional Review” would like that.  And 
he might do it.  North Carolina went 
for Trump by about 40,000 votes but 
Rubio got nearly 90,000 there.  Had 
he not been in the race, most of those 
votes would have gone to Cruz and 
given him the state.  That dynamic 
could play out in Cruz’s favor as the 
process continues.

Stay tuned.

Dr. Anthony Wells 
Dr. Andrey Chuprygin

 In Syria the government of 
Bashar al-Assad has managed to 
survive, with intense internation-
al controversy over who should 
have the unenviable task of gov-
erning Syria. Is it likely that the 
total collapse of the central gov-
ernment in Syria will directly fa-
cilitate the strengthening of ISIS 
and Al-Qaeda affiliates? The lat-
ter scenario may likely lead to 
the failure of political reform, 
and subsequently endanger the 
future democratic development 
of the region as a whole. Is there 
any logic, and on the ground po-
litical reality, in temporarily sus-
taining the government of Bashar 
al-Assad as a realistic means to 
eradicate radical Islamist insur-
gency? Does ISIS or the Bashar-
al-Assad regime present a greater 
threat to regional, and possible 
even world, stability? Does a 
clear dictatorship provide any 
short term benefits in the face of 
the ISIS threat? This is a daunting 
and non-trivial issue that has to 
be addressed.

 The Assad regime stands 
rightfully accused of committing 
human rights violations and keep-
ing power tightly with the Ala-
wite minority. The regime’s close 
political ties to both Iran and 
Russia add complexity. The West 
has been accused of ambivalence, 
insofar as the US and its main al-
lies championed the human rights 
issue in Syria, while chose simul-
taneously to be relatively silent 
in 2011 when confronted with the 
repression of Shiites in Bahrain. 

 The death of Hafez al-Assad 
in June 2000 did not destabilize 
Syria. The transition of power 
from Hafez to his son, Bashar, 
was seamless. Baathist secular-
ism guaranteed the protection, 
and thus earned the support, of 
religious minorities, including 
Druze, Shiite Muslims and Ma-
ronite Christians. This legacy of 
minority protection is reflected 
in the support lent to the Syrian 
government by Syrian Christians 
in the current civil war.

Sadly, this ‘protection’ even-
tually devolved into sectarian 
corruption, with members of the 
Sunni Arab majority often denied 

the economic/social mobility af-
forded to minority groups. The 
Assad family has traditionally re-
lied heavily on the Alawite com-
munity to bolster regime security 
forces. Chronic Syrian instability 
is directly attributable to Assad’s 
role, both in the current civil war 
as well as during the post-conflict 
reconstruction period. The key 
two questions today are: For Syr-
ian security to be re-established 
and political reform implement-
ed, must the Syrian regime deci-
sively win the ongoing civil war? 
Second, is it an accurate assess-
ment that all terrorist groups must 
be crushed and security re-estab-
lished before any serious attempt 
at a political transition, including 
the retirement of Bashar al-Assad, 
can be made?

Any political fallout following 
an Assad regime collapse would 
extend beyond the borders of Syr-
ia and further destabilize neigh-
boring countries. While anti-gov-
ernment forces have seized over 
80 percent of Syrian territory, the 
overwhelming majority of Syrian 
urban centers remain under gov-
ernment control, including 12 of 

Syria’s 14 provincial capital cit-
ies. There are two provincial cap-
itals completely outside regime 
control: Islamic State terrorists 
succeeded in seizing ar-Raqqa 
in 2013, while ‘moderate’ rebels 
fighting alongside the Al-Nusra 
Front wrestled away the provin-
cial capital of Idlib in March of 
2015. Should the major cities of 
Syria (Damascus, Homs, Deraa, 
Latakia and Tartous, to name a 
few) fall into the hands of ISIS, 
or their ideological brethren, the 
Al-Qaeda affiliated Nusra Front, 
the consequences may be cata-
strophic.	

  The Syrian insurgency is 
not monolithic. The three most 
capable rebel groups are the Is-
lamic State, the Al-Qaeda linked 
Al-Nusra Front, and the Kurdish 
People’s Protection Units (YPG). 
Absent from this list are the ‘mod-
erate’ rebels, or the Free Syrian 
Army. The FSA has long since 
ceased to exist in an independent 
or militarily significant capacity. 
FSA fighters often defect to Al-
Nusra Front, and in large num-
bers. The United States’ policy of 
backing the ‘moderate’ rebels ap-

pears equivocal, since there is an 
inconsequential amount of mod-
erates to support. 	

  Syria held unprecedented 
multi-candidate presidential elec-
tions during the summer of 2014. 
These elections were held despite 
the ongoing wartime climate. 
Analysts agree that the viabil-
ity of the opposition candidates 
remained questionable at best. 
These elections were the first plu-
ralistic presidential elections in 
Syrian history, and were endorsed 
by an international monitoring 
group.

The Syrian regime is the an-
tithesis of modern civilized gov-
ernment. However, is it neverthe-
less a short term pragmatic and 
viable alternative to Al-Nusra 
or the rapidly advancing Islamic 
State? Neither ISIS nor Al-Nusra 
are likely to hold elections of any 
kind, join the international com-
munity, or adopt international 
arms control treaties such as the 
CWC. The next President of the 
United States will have to face 
these stark realities, and make de-
cisions.

ISIS and Syria: A Joint U.S.-Russian Assessment

Water
Ask a Council Member
Mark Snyder

Hello Middleburg! This article’s 
purpose is to address your ques-
tions, get more people involved and 
to address periodic issues concern-
ing Middleburg and its community. I 
will do my best to address any Town 
questions you send to the Eccentric.

My last article was an appeal for 
people to run in the upcoming May 3 
election for three council seats and to 
look at opportunities to get involved 
on one of Middleburg’s committees. 
I am delighted to report that J. Kevin 
Daly, Trowbridge M. Littleton, Phil-
lip M. Miller and Toby C. Pearce 

registered as council candidates, 
along with Betsy Davis for Mayor.

As I await reader’s questions, I 
will address Middleburg’s water util-
ity. Middleburg has run this utility 
for many decades. It currently has 
fewer than 500 customers. Custom-
ers will slowly increase, but not for 
new out of town customers, as that 
would entice suburban sprawl, with 
questionable economic benefit.

In the 1990’s I became concerned 
about water. We faced so many is-
sues, including concerns about water 
quality – mostly sediment-discolor-
ation and quantity. We faced increas-
ing State regulatory requirements 

with an aging system. Expensive 
new Virginia regulations included 
treating the water from our wells for 
naturally occurring radionuclides 
and increasingly stringent mandates 
for our wastewater treatment plant. 
We faced significant water loss in 
distribution and inflow and infiltra-
tion (I&I) problems with the sanitary 
sewer system. We employed a small 
utility staff. I ran for council deter-
mined to improve this while aiming 
to make our utility sustainable.

I spent my first term learning 
the issues facing our water utility. 
The small customer-base provided 
limited options. We made progress 

when council agreed to fund an engi-
neering study that produced a Utility 
Master Plan in 2003. This provided 
a wealth of information on existing 
conditions along with needed im-
provements.

Funding improvements proved 
difficult. When Salamander asked 
Middleburg to connect to our water, 
we reached agreement that in lieu of 
the Inn paying an availability fee, 
they would build new wastewater 
treatment and water treatment plants 
as specified by the Town.

The utility operates as an enter-
prise, meaning it is supposed to pay 
its own way. Thus, we entered a pe-

riod of painful rate increases to fund 
operations and maintenance. Just as 
Salamander completed these new 
plants, the recession hit and the Inn 
delayed opening. We took over the 
plants, but they cost more to operate. 
Rate increases continued.

In 2012, council awarded a con-
tract to M&SFG, producing a pro-
fessional rate model. Salamander 
opened in 2013, becoming our larg-
est customer. The rate model now in-
cludes Salamander revenues. It also 
includes operations, maintenance 
and replacement costs. It helps tre-
mendously each year as we update it 
to establish the utility budget.

When operations and mainte-
nance overwhelmed a small util-
ity staff, we entered an opera-
tional agreement with the county 
in about 2005. We were disap-
pointed with their services when 
we encountered serious problem 

with our original water treatment 
plant on the Plains Road that 
forced us to shut it down for a 
year, prompting a search for new 
operator. In 2014, we awarded 
a contract to Inboden Environ-
mental Services (IES) to operate 

and maintain water production 
and waste water systems. I am 
pleased to report that IES is do-
ing an excellent job!

We are finally at the point of 
introducing real improvements. 
We replaced old water lines on 

Washington Street with a new 
12-inch water main. We are 
connecting customers now and 
expect to complete this spring. 
We also extended a new water 
main into the east end of Town 
(beyond Jay Street) to replace 

old lines with poor quality and 
flow – this is also due to com-
plete very soon. We have more 
improvements in the pipeline 
that we expect to address, while 
keeping rates as stable as pos-
sible.
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info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588

Foxhall
Round Hill, Virginia  •  $1,000,000

Historic property in protected area • First offering since 1951 • 3 log
structures circa 1690, 1720, and 1940 connected to create charming
home • 4 BR, 3 BA, 3 FP & beautiful floors • Huge boxwoods •
Needs updating • 33.89 acres mostly open • Creek • Solid barn •
Original structure Quaker meeting house

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Faraway Farm
Middleburg Area  •  $2,975,000

Solid stone home with copper roof on 70 acres • Original portions dating from
the 1700’s • First floor bedroom & 3 additional suites • Original floors • 8
fireplaces • Formal living room • Gourmet kitchen • 2 ponds • Mountain
views • Stone walls • Mature gardens • Pool • Log cabin • Piedmont Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905 Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Trough Hill Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $2,450,000

A pastoral 5 bedroom c. 1830 farmhouse and a grand stone pavilion •
Elegant but unfussy • 103 acres of open farmland • The pavilion
serves as a pool house, greenhouse, banquet room, and guest quarters
• Great location

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Wood Hill
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $3,300,000

3 miles from Middleburg • 49 acres • Elegant 1940's brick colonial
home  • Stable • Cottage • Apartment • Pool • Tennis court •
Mature trees and sweeping lawn to Goose Creek which surrounds
most of the property

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Old Goose Creek Farm
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $6,295,000

Immaculate equestrian property in turnkey condition • Exceptional
location • Stone home expanded to approx. 7,000 sf. • Includes 4
main level suites • Lovely gardens, pool, garage apartment & pond •
Blackburn designed 6 stall stable • 70x210 indoor arena • Observation
deck • Tack room • 2 wash stalls & office • Addtl 4 stall barn • Entire
property is fenced and cross fenced on 26 acres & 8 paddocks

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Echo Hill
The Plains, Virginia  •  $1,500,000

Stone English country home in top location between Middleburg &
The Plains on 13 acres • Large boxwoods & classically planted
gardens • 4 BR home with new kitchen & main level master suite •
Hardwood floors, built-in book cases, fireplaces & bright open family
room • Bluestone terrace overlooks new pool & entertaining area •
Separate guest cottage/pool house & garage • Whole-house generator

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Mount Gordon Farm
The Plains, Virginia  •  $11,750,000

128 acres and immaculate 3 level, 13,000+ sq ft stone & shingle main
house • 5 BR • 8 FP • Exceptional finishes on every floor • Caterer's
kitchen • Elevator • Spa • Separate guest cottage • Pool • Farm
manager residence • 3 additional tenant houses • 12 stall center-aisle
stable • Pond • Extraordinary land w/incomparable views extending
beyond the Blue Ridge Mts • Orange County Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Jay Street
Middleburg, Virginia  •  $545,000

Quiet village living • 2 blocks from the center of town • 3 level
fieldstone townhome • Attached garage • Hardwood floors • Granite
counters and bright open floor plan • Back yard is fenced for dogs and
privacy • Blue stone terrace is great for grilling and entertaining •
Easy maintenance and great conveniences

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Stonecrest
Bluemont, Virginia  •  $995,000

Beautifully maintained stone and stucco house • On crest of the Blue Ridge
• Large views to the east • Perfect for entertaining and gatherings of
extended family • Over 7000 sq ft, 5 BR, 6 FB, 1 HB, 3 FP • 2 MBR suites,
one on main level • Finely appointed in all respects • Landscaping, auto-
matic security gates, & estate fence ensure privacy • Garages for 5 vehicles 

Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408 Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Fairview
Boyce, Virginia  •  $2,300,000

Circa 1904 Colonial home • 3 BR • 3 1/2 BA • High ceilings • Gourmet
kitchen • 5 fireplaces • 90x200 covered arena • 12 total stalls • Main barn
redesigned by John Blackburn • 4 bay garage with apartment • 12
paddocks • Asphalt drive & security gate • Heated pool • Property has 2
DUR’s and whole house generator • Hilltop setting with mountain views

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Duck Pond
Boyce, Virginia  •  $1,027,000

Fine 4 BR, 2.5 BA house on 39 acres • Well cared for and well
maintained • Wrap-around porches • MBR on main level • Kitchen
and baths updated • Lovely property • Excellent 4 stall barn with H/C
wash stall and heated tack room • Board fencing • Paddocks • Very
good run-in shed • Level land, mostly open • Pond • Invisible fence
on 10 acres • Blue Ridge Hunt territory

Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Providence Farm
Bluemont, Virginia  •  $2,650,000

42 acre equestrian property in Piedmont Hunt • Lovely 5,000 sf
home with 1st floor master suite •  Horse facilities include indoor
(150' x 75') and outdoor (200' x 100') arenas • 10 stall stable with
large apartment • 8 more stalls in shed row • 6 paddocks • Cross
country course & 9,800 sf heated Morton Building

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

SecurityReal EstateOrganic Foods

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Ready-to-Eat Meals
Non-GMO Snacks

Gluten-Free Desserts
Host & Hostess Gifts

Wine Tasting

Got Wine? As featured in 
Southern Living, Wally, the 

charming & chatty wine 
proprietor is always tasting 

at the Aldie Peddler”
703-327-6743

Rt. 50 ~ Historic Aldie, VA

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Hunt Country Hunt Country Hunt Country 
GuideGuideGuideGuideGuideGuide

Hunt Country 
Guide

Hunt Country Hunt Country Hunt Country 
Guide

Hunt Country 
Guide

Hunt Country 
Guide

Hunt Country Hunt Country Hunt Country 
Guide

Hunt Country 

THOMAS  &  TALBOT 
REAL  ESTATE

THOMAS-TALBOT.com
(540) 687-6500

Home Health Care

Auto Repair

Deerchase LLC

Historic Restoration • Class A Building Contractor

www.deerchasellc.com
703 • 431 • 4868

Contractor

Chandler and 
Jerry, “Dutch” Van Voorhis

In this election cycle, a lot of 
things live in the wrong buckets.  
Running a campaign around ide-
ology or policy is wrong.   As-
sessing leadership is the elector-
ate’s main task.  The Presidential 
Campaign is being fueled by a 
lot of terrible governing assump-
tions. Unfortunately, there seems 
to be no focus on leadership.

A lot of bad manners have 
taken hold on the campaign trail.  
But at least everyone can see 
those for themselves.  The real 
worry is at another level:  namely, 
the assumptions set up as criteria 
for picking a leader in 2016.  The 
most notorious of them is the fre-
netic need to judge presidential 
fitness on the twin poles of ideol-
ogy and policy (or process).

We need to be true to prin-
ciples, but ideology is not one.  
Since so many politicians are 
chameleons in saying what they 
want people to hear, candidates 
often benefit from trying to stand 
for something.   Still, over time 
preferences and issues, once part 
of a core, change.  Underlying 
principles don’t.  Candidates of-
ten mix up the two.

With policy, which is a sum-

mation of a process, which by 
nature is itself unthinking, our 
doting on it amounts to freezing 
out true leadership. This strangles 
our ability to make free choices as 
a people.   We live in a heritage 
of our increasingly bureaucratic 
state where the role of true lead-
ership has gradually dwindled.  

Over the last 50 years, our bu-
reaucratic state has spawned most-
ly very talented public servants in 
key policy positions.  They natu-
rally cluster and coalesce as they 
deal across agencies they lead.   
Inevitably, a synchronization of 
authority evolves.   And the web 
connecting this part of our of-
ficialdom has made government 
mostly today a universe of policy.  
Elected leaders, who once shaped 
the national government to lead-
ership ends, now mostly thread 
this deadened maze, at some level 
undoubtedly, in doing their work.  

The Public Square asks if we 
have carried this governing syn-
drome too far.  While, policy 
needs to be grasped and under-
stood, policy is not leadership.  
Policy supports leadership.  If el-
evated as leadership, it inevitably 
comes to substitute for leadership 
in many cases, and in others vir-
tually chokes it over time.   Since 
policy makers are very educated, 
and sometimes isolated inside 

their single domain, the combina-
tion will often assume a role of 
presumptive power.  Translated, 
we know better than you do.

Over and over in the present 
campaign, from commentators, 
journalists, and even, now, other 
Presidential politicians on both 
sides, there are regular demands 
to spell out sufficiently  “all the 
policy details.”  Far more than 
“gotcha” questions choking a 
candidate on stage, the insidious 
bearing down on policy detail 
chokes our public understanding.   
It fails the citizenry on the leader-
ship equation it tunes in to decide.    

A policy question, posed to 
illumine the public, is often no 
more than a controlling way to 
satisfy the thirst for enough infor-
mation to rip someone apart.  It’s 
the chicken bone of politics.  

The very question causes the 
dialog to descend, when the pub-
lic really wants to attain a clearer 
understanding of where a candi-
date will lead the country.

We have a long tradition in 
our nation of five word utter-
ances saying more than 12-point 
policy papers.  Position papers 
are founded on consensus.  That 
usually means comfortable agree-
ment, though at a single point in 
time only.  So position papers, 
created with fanfare, quickly lose 

force.  They please reader more 
than command focus.  Any big 
point is typically the lost, and 
pure process only is extolled.  Po-
sition papers by nature are false 
marks of leadership.  They are ac-
tually a poor test for it.

The Presidency is not a policy 
post.  The Presidents who come 
from the policy world have been 
among our most lackluster and 
insignificant.   Think of Hoover, 
Johnson, and Carter.  Those scop-
ing policy well, but staying per-
sistently above it, often gave us 
more panoramic levels of leader-
ship.  Think Roosevelt, Truman, 
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Rea-
gan.  

The greatest leaders in our na-
tion’s past have had authority, 
grip, and vision.  George Wash-
ington might never have asked 
us to refrain from “entangling 
alliances” if he had become en-
tangled in the partisan policy dif-
ferences of Hamilton and Jeffer-
son.  Lincoln had to think about 
Union and “our better angels” to 
rise above the messy fault lines of 
Sectionalism.  Teddy Roosevelt 
forged our 20th National Parks 
landscape and Great White Fleet 
for the oceans by not staying in-
side the battles for humane work 
rules as we forged a new Indus-
trial Order.

The Public Square believes 
there is a resonance missing in 
this election cycle.  The passions 
for ideology, policy, and process 
are not the chief credentials for 
pulling a lever.   Ideology nar-
rows.  Policy files the mind down.  
Process numbs a listener.  They 
lack leadership authenticity - and 
its breadth, lift, energy.

We need a real leader, who 
summarizes and informs the spirit 
of our times, whose instincts are 
authentic, who reaches beyond 
prevailing norms, who gives us a 
stout sense of American respon-
sibility for tomorrow across our 
land.  We need a leader who is 
more than a safely informed voice 
accommodating the conventional 
wisdom of a passive and defend-
ing political order and culture.

The Public Square holds none 
of our citizens are highly edu-
cated, and none are less educated, 
at such an hour in our democracy.   
As with those in the Middle Ages 
who spoke through the common 
ballad, the public knows its hearts 
and senses its needs best every 
four years.  They are asking the 
America political vision to rise 
to the times.  Our country needs 
to honor the deeper instincts the 
public is forcing the nation to 
confront.

Policy Is Rarely Leadership
The Public Square

Editors Desk

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

We Have 

For a Waggin' Tail-Gate
Farm-Fresh, 

Local Terrines, 
Patés, Desserts
Luscious Wine 

& Cheeses
Organic & 
Humane
Special Orders Welcome

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured
Matt McKay

540-687-5114 
540-868-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!
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ProPerties in Hunt Country

A STAUNCh ADVOCATE Of LAND EASEMENTS
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SiNCE 1967

Middleburg, Virginia 20118 (540) 687-6500                        

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATESusie Ashcom

Cricket Bedford

Catherine Bernache

John Coles

Barrington Hall

Rein duPont

Anne V. Marstiller
Julien Lacaze

Emily Ristau

Jim McGowan
Mary Ann McGowan

Rebecca Poston

Brian McGowan

Cary Embury

Sheryl Heckler Jayme Taylor

Phillip S. Thomas, Sr.
Celebrating his 54th year in Real Estate.

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

10 S. MADiSON STREET

TURN-kEY BUSiNESS: Stunning upscale gift
shoppe in the center of  Middleburg's Commercial
District! Sales price includes real estate, business &
inventory. Approx. 1/2 of  inventory is offsite &
included in sale. Wonderful opportunity for a true
"turn-key business" in the heart of  Virginia's horse
& wine country. With the opening of  Salamander
Resort & Spa, and The Annual Film Festival, this is
a  tremendous location!                             $1,400,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

CLARk hOUSEUPPERViLLE RENTAL

RENTAL~The Plains Village Office space in
historic Clark House. +/- 9000 sq.ft. in 3 separate office
spaces on 2nd floor. Wood floors, high  ceilings, street and
garden views. Ideal for small business. Easy access from
I-66. Ample parking on the street. half bath & kitchenette.
Ground maintenance and waste removal are included.
Wakefield School neighborhood. Walk to Post Office and
popular restaurants. Work where you live!               $1,300/mo

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

RECTORS LANE

fOxLAiR POSSUM hOLLOw

hUME LAND

CARTER hOTEL

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties by visiting www.THOMAS -TALBOT.com

RENTAL ~ Charming farm house with lovely views.
Unique design joins 2 stone homes. 3/4 Bedrooms, 4
full Baths, Country Kitchen+2nd kitchen, Living Room
with fireplace, Dining Room with slate flooring and
Family Room with large stone fireplace and built-ins.
Den/Office on Main level could be 4th bedroom.
Hardwood floors. Covered front porch, side porch and
large rear deck ideal for entertaining. Can be rented
furnished.                                                           $2,900/mo

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

CLiff LANE

Bluemont ~ Custom built, Post & Beam Lindal cedar
home in private setting on 5 acres just below
Appalachian trail. 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, eat-in Kitchen,
formal Dining Room & Living Room with fireplace.
Hardwood floors, Tung & groove  ceilings, exposed
beams & floor to ceiling windows. Fully   finished Lower
Level with Family Room, Den, Exercise & Game
Rooms. Exceptional custom construction design makes
home incredibly energy efficient!                        $495,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

RENTAL~The Plains Village Office space in historic
Carter Hotel +/- 1,080SF divided in two large rooms. Stone
walls, Fireplace, Newly renovated and ready for your
business office.Easy access from I-66 and RT55. Ample
parking on private lot.Half Bath and  Kitchenette. Ground
maintenance and waste removal included. Wakefield School
neighborhood. Walk to Post Office and popular restaurants.
Work where you Live!                                        $1,000/month

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

This rolling pasture and wooded land is located just
west of  the village of  Hume near Marriott Ranch.
The 8.5 acre parcel includes a lovely pond. One can
ride a horse off  the property onto dirt roads and
woodland trails. $190,000

Susie Ashcom (540) 729-1478

Delaplane ~ Extraordinary custom stone and cedar
residence on 25 gorgeous acres with spectacular
views in prestigious "Possum Hollow". Soaring
ceilings in the Great Room with a stone fireplace,
offer a fabulous place for entertaining. Wood floors,
a gourmet kitchen, dining room with multiple
windows, plus 5 bedrooms & 4 full baths on 3
finished levels. Custom decks overlook the pool &
spa. Priced to sell! $1,380,000

Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523

Immaculate Colonial on 2.7 acres between Middleburg &
Upperville. Renovated & enlarged. Gourmet Kitchen with
high-end appliances & granite, Breakfast Room, Formal
Dining Room & Living Room, Family Room with fireplace,
Den, 1st floor Master wing with luxury Bath & walk-in closet.
Hardwood Floors. 3 Bedrooms & 2 Full Baths up. Extensive
landscaping, large yard, stone walls, porch, rear deck, stone
patio with fireplace, 2-car detached garage with room above.                                                             

$649,000
Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Middleburg ~ Charming 4 Bedroom 3.5 Bath, stone
& stucco residence on 12+ acres, completely
remodeled with the finest  craftmanship, in a secluded
storybook setting. Surrounded by hundreds of  acres in
easement, with towering trees and gorgeous
landscaping, Dependencies include a beautiful guest
house, a carriage house with studio apartment above, a
green house, spa, and run in shed in lush paddocks. 

$1,795,000
Mary Ann McGowan (540) 687-5523


