
Mayor and 
New Town 
Council 
Take Oath
Middleburg Town 
Council Report
Dan Morrow

At the July 14, 2016 regular monthly 
meeting of the Middleburg Town 
Council Gary Clemens, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Loudoun County, 

officially swore in long-serving Middleburg 
Mayor Betsy A. Davis and new Councilmem-
bers J. Kevin Daly and Philip Miller.

Councilmember Kathy Jo Shea continues to 
serve on an interim basis, until she can be re-
placed in a special election, coincident with the 
national elections set for November 8.

The deadline for filing to be considered for 
the seat Shea will vacate is August 19th. 

Advice and Counsel 
from the “Old Hands”

Councilmember Kathy Jo Shea suggested 
that “an exchange of information between the 
seated and the incoming members of Council” 
might be a valuable exercise.   The following 
reflects part of that discussion, excerpted from 
the minutes of Council’s June 23 Work Session.

Councilmember-Elect Kevin Daly, the min-
utes note, began the exchange by noting that he 
was “amazed” at the ease with which Council 
members offered sometimes complex motions 
for consideration.

Veteran Mayor Betsy Davis observed that 
“sometimes, the Council would vote on some-
thing that they did not plan to adopt” and that, 
in those cases, Councilmember Snyder was 
good at creating motions.” On the other hand, 
she noted,   “ . . . generally, if the item was 
something on which a vote was scheduled, the 
Town Clerk [Rhonda North] has already draft-
ed a motion for the Council.” 

Councilmember-Elect Philip Miller wanted 
to know “what was kept in the members’ desk 
drawers” on the semi-circular dais in the Coun-
cil Chamber.

Kathy Jo Shea replied that they were not 
“personal drawers for the members of Coun-
cil” and Councilmember Trowbridge Littleton 
urged that new members remember that the 
drawers are used by board and commission 
members as well.  Bundles Murdock noted that 
her drawer contained a copy of Roberts Rules 
of Order.

Kevin Daly asked if Council Members held 
the equivalent of regular “office hours” to stay 
in touch with their constituents.

Mark Snyder said he “arrived thirty to for-
ty minutes early on Council meeting nights 
in case a citizen wanted to stop by and chat.”  
Kathy Jo Shea’s noted that “whenever a mem-
ber of Council walked around town, they were 
conducting office hours.” “Be prepared,” she 
said, for citizens to  approach you “at any time 
and any location.” 

Mayor Davis said “the citizenry generally 
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very private acres.  Living Room with stone  Fireplace.  
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23432 DOVER RD, MIDDLEBURG - Lovely, well built, 4 BR brick 
colonial. Newly renovated kitchen, 3 acres, slate roof, house & 
grounds exceptionally well maintained. Minutes from Middleburg. 
Swimming pool o� back terrace. Paved driveway. Small 3 stall 
stable with at least 2+ acres that could be fenced for horses.

LO9662423  $799,000

9183 JOHN S MOSBY HWY, UPPERVILLE - More spaces available 
- 40x36 feet ~ 1440 sq �, $1500 -/ 80x60 feet ~ 4800 sq �, $4000 - / 
80x66 feet ~ 5280 sq �, $4400 Commercial/industrical use. 
Completely renovated including AC, heat, and bathroom. Great 
location.

FQ9620399  $4,400/MO

Purcellville 540-338-7770  |  Leesburg 703-777-1170

7 WASHINGTON ST E, MIDDLEBURG - Prime-Central Middleburg 
Retail location o�ers wide variety of uses including restaurants 
and shops. Large display windows on Main St. Private parking 
spaces.

LO8748603  $1,425,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

292 HITE LN, STRASBURG - Circa 1812 Mt Pleasant Farm, steeped in 
history. Live today's lifestyle in gracious period home. Sits on blu� 
overlooking Cedar Creek. In protected area. Cra�ed from brick made 
on site. High ceilings, magnificent center hall with staircase. Original 
millwork & hardware. Beautiful mantels, lg kitchen, great for entertain-
ing. B&B potential. 1+ hr DC. 

SH9657198   $1,200,000

Carole Taylor
703.577.4680

George Roll
703.606.6358

Kim Hurst
703.932.9651

YourCountryHome.net

36581 LEITH LN, MIDDLEBURG - 10-ac farm in Middleburg Hunt 
territory features spring-fed pond, 3 paddocks, small stable, stone 
spring house, scenic grounds w/exquisite landscaping, tree-lined 
drive. Large bright rooms warmed by generous use of fieldstone, heart 
pine, other natural materials. Multiple FPs, 4Brs, o�ice w/sep entry & 
parking. 4Br farmhouse c.1815, fully updated. Google "Youtube Kim 
Hurst Presents" for video.

LO9500466  $950,000

Middleburg 540-687-6321  | Purcellville 540-338-7770  |  Leesburg 703-777-1170
WWW.MIDDLEBURGREALESTATE.COM

WWW.ATOKAPROPERTIES.COM

Find us on Facebook! Follow us on Instagram!

YATTON RD, ROUND HILL -Runnymede Farm, c. 1777 is updated for 
today's lifestyle. Spacious stone manor house on 20 beautiful acres. 
4 BR, 2 FB, 3 HB. Interior stone walls, terrace. Gourmet kitchen, 
separate dining room with FP, tavern room with built-in wetbar, huge 
terrace with spa overlooking fields. Old springhouse, small barn. 
Entire property fenced. Very commutable, yet feels a world away.

LO9636183   $1,170,000

Carole Taylor
703.577.4680

George Roll
703.606.6358

 

    
    

24115 NEW MOUNTAIN RD, ALDIE - Bright and spacious home in the 
woods. Privately set on 12.5 acres just outside the charming town of 
Aldie. 3 bedrooms and 3 baths, beautiful 4 season sunroom just o� 
the kitchen, lots of light throughout. Walkout main level/basement 
includes a nice living space and a workshop/garage!

LO9684285   $499,000

694 FEDERAL ST, PARIS - Fabulous historic property in the heart of 
Paris. Zoned Village Commercial. 1.7+ acres consisting of a main 
residence/showroom with 2 bedrooms and 1.5 baths. Additional 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath guest house and two smaller buildings for storage 
or o�ice space. Fantastic location in the heart of Paris with spectacular 
views of Blue Ridge Mountains and Countryside!

FQ9507222  $599,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

22298 ST LOUIS RD, MIDDLEBURG - Sturdy 3 BR house on a large, 
three-quarters of an acre lot. Convenient location between 
Middleburg and Purcellville. Hard to find single family dwelling at 
this price-Lots of potential!

LO9647262   $249,000

23302 DOVER RD, MIDDLEBURG- Only minutes from the town of 
Middleburg. Beautifully set on 3 acres with a huge back yard, fenced 
pool, & mature landscaping. 5 bedroom, 4 baths, large rooms, great 
for entertaining. Many updates include updated kit, new carpeting 
throughout, new paint interior & exterior, updated roof, & updated 
floors! Basement includes kitchenette, living space, garage & laundry 
room. MUST SEE! GREAT LOCATION!

LO9698558  $729,000

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835

Mary Roth
540.535.6854

Scott Buzzelli
540.454.1399

Peter Pejacsevich
540.270.3835
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Pardon our Dust
During Construction

in Middleburg!!

Ride Around Town on Our Free Trolley

Our Shops & Restaurants
Are Open with Plenty of Free Parking 
For more info & to print The Getting Around Middleburg Map

visit our website: Middleburgva.gov
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    = Trolley Stops 

 

=Trolley Route                          
for phase 3  

Trolley Stops will change during  
construc�on as each street is 
opened. Look for Trolley Stop signs 
on Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays. 

  FREE Trolley 
Rides

Friday, Saturdays &  
Sundays

11 am—7 pm  
during Rt. 50 construction



www.mbecc.com

Page 4   Middleburg Eccentric     •     July 28, 2016 ~ August 25, 2016 Middleburg Eccentric     •    July 28, 2016 ~ August 25, 2016  Page 5

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com

A beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother and 
friend, Betty Long 
passed away on Sun-

day, July 10, 2016, surrounded 
by her family.  She was 77 years 
old. 

Betty was born June 6, 1939, 
in Dayton, OH, to Marjorie M. 
Horner and James T. Horner. 
Betty lost her father when she 
was three and her mother when 
she was nine. She was then 
raised and loved by her Uncle 
Shade and his extended family. 

She was living and working 
in Columbus, OH, when she met 
her husband Henry Long, an Air 
Force pilot.  They married, and 
left the Air Force, settling in 

Northern VA, to raise their fam-
ily. 

Betty’s family and her friends 
were everything to her. She 
touched so many—young and 
old—with her love, her joy, her 
faith and her friendship. She 
was an avid gardener, and loved 
her garden club, her book club, 
her Bible study, and playing 
bridge. She enjoyed her time on 
the board of The Hill School. 
She was also on the boards of 
the Loudoun Hospital Founda-
tion and Wolf Trap Associates, 
and chaired major gala events 
for both organizations. She was 
a very active member of every 
community she lived in, espe-
cially Middleburg, where she 
and Henry moved to full-time in 
the early 1990s. 

Betty (“Nina” to her grand-
children and many who cher-
ished her) leaves behind her 
husband of 53 years, Henry; 
her children Andy, Lisa, Cricky 
and Hal; her sons-in-law Brian 
and Chip, her daughter-in-law 
Mim; and her grandchildren, Ty-
ler, Tori, Hunter, Allie, Pamela, 
Maya, Wagner and Henry. 

She loved God. She loved her 
family. She loved her friends. 
She loved life and lived her life 
to the fullest, right up until her 
final moments. She will be great-
ly missed. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to The American Stroke 
Association, 4217 Park Place 
Ct., Glen Allen, VA 23030.

News of Note
Betty H. Long 

ELEVATED HOMESITE WITH MOUNTAIN VIEWS

23039 Munsun Place
$2,800,000 | 6,126 sq. ft. on two levels
5 bedrooms | 5 full baths | 2 half baths

First-floor owner’s suite, 4 fireplaces, 4-car garage
Ready Now!

PANORAMIC VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE

40192 Jefferson Springs Court
$2,495,000 | 6,325 sq. ft. on three levels
4 bedrooms | 5.5 baths | 3-car garage

First-floor owner’s suite, finished lower level
Ready Now!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT CREIGHTONFARMS.COM OR CALL 703.957.4819.

Juno Loudoun, LLC is the owner and developer of the project. Access to and use of recreational amenities are not included in the purchase of real estate in Creighton Farms and require separate club membership which is subject to application, approval, and payment of applicable fees 
and dues. Initiation fee may be waived if membership is activated within sixty (60) days of purchase. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton Farms before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a 
solicitation of offers from, residents of NY, NJ, CT or any other state that requires prior registration of real estate. Prices and terms are subject to change without notice. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State law and 

read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property.

Extraordinary—and Move-In Ready

Bank of Charles Town offers personalized checking, local decision makers for faster loan approvals and 

something very unusual in Middleburg these days—ample parking. BCT, our communities’ newest bank, 

was founded in 1871. Today, amidst a flurry of bank mergers and acquisitions, BCT is here to serve the people 

and businesses in Loudoun County and the surrounding area. Stop in. Open 

an account. Apply for a loan. BCT staff and management are always happy to 

see our customers, but we also offer the latest technology in mobile banking in 

case you want to stay parked on the sofa. Online or in person, you’ll find BCT is 

community banking the way it should be.

LOCATED AT 115 THE PLAINS ROAD, SUITE 150, MIDDLEBURG, VA
540-687-5304  •  HOURS:  MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  •  MYBCT.COM

PLENTY
OF FREE  

PARKING  AT 
BCT‘S NEW

OFFICE

Land Rover Great Meadow International 
FEI Nations Cup Photos

Page 18
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Lauren R. Giannini

Fact: honeybee pollina-
tion results in about one-
third of all the food you 
eat. The long list of crop 

plants pollinated by honey bees, 
directly or indirectly, includes: 
grapes, apples, pears, cherries, 
cantaloupes, blueberries, cran-
berries, plums and other fruits, 
cocoa, cashew, almond, macada-
mia, walnut and other nuts, cof-
fee, many vegetables and beans, 
carrot seed, seed onions, avoca-
dos, clover, kiwi, various peppers 
(hot and sweet), and tomatoes, to 
name a few.

Joan G. Gardiner combines 
creative artistry and craft with 
science. A potter and skilled tile 
maker, she has a lot going on in 
her bee yard where she tends 28 
hives, each with 50-60 thousand 
honeybees, maybe more. “In the 
spring, when the autumn olive 
and the black locust are bloom-
ing, you can take advantage of 
the bees’ hoarding instincts,” said 
Joan. “You put more “supers” — 
box-like layers — into the hive 
and the bees will keep filling 
them with nectar. A strong hive 
will produce 50 to 100 pounds of 
honey.”

After the bees add an enzyme 
to the nectar and it’s been dehy-
drated, they cap the super with 
wax, a signal that the honey-
making process is complete. Joan 

takes the super into her work-
shop and puts it into an extrac-
tor (centrifuge) that spins out the 
honey. Next, she sieves the raw 
honey to remove bits of wax or 
bee parts. She sells her raw honey 
in various sizes from 13.5-ounce 
glass bear jars up to half-gallon 
“growlers.”  

“This was my 11th spring,” 
said Joan. “I always wanted to 
get into beekeeping, and when 
my father needed more attention, 
I thought if I had bees at his place, 
it would be something to do 
when I was visiting and helping 
him out. That’s the idea I started 
with. I went to Bluemont and 
signed up for Loudoun Beekeep-
ers Association and took their 
course that winter. In the spring, I 
got my bees, and I’ve been going 
with them ever since.”

The bees keep her very busy, 
especially in the spring and sum-
mer when everything’s in blos-
som, and they’re making a lot 
of honey. It’s year round to keep 
bees, all the while paying atten-
tion to weather changes, what’s 
blooming, and does the colony 
have the urge to multiply and 
swarm. 

“You’re just catching bees and 
busy non-stop everyday,” said 
Joan. “You could live in your 
bee yard, there’s so much to do. 
You have to make sure they have 
enough food for the winter. If 
they don’t, you make them “can-

dy” from cane sugar syrup. If 
there’s snow, you make sure they 
can get out of the hive. When the 
temperature rises above 47 de-
grees, they go for a “cleansing 
flight” because they won’t go to 
the bathroom inside the hive.” 

Joan’s totally dedicated to 
helping her bees maintain healthy 
colonies. “Our biggest con-
cern is the Four Ps — parasites, 
pathogens, pesticides, and poor 
management,” said Joan. “Pes-
ticides are bad, but parasites are 
the worst — the varoa mite is a 
killer. I rotate treatment with sev-
eral chemicals that have the least 
negative impact. You have to be 
careful, because every treatment 
has pluses and minuses. There’s 
no such thing as “organic bee-
keeping” because you can’t tell 
the bees what to eat, but I’m defi-
nitely of the school of science. 
If you don’t treat your bees, you 
will lose them — the varroa mite 
is what we fight.”

The domestication of wild 
bees in artificial hives dates back 
to antiquity, in ancient Egypt, 
Middle and Far East, in Meso-
potamia and Babylon, proven 
by all sorts of historical/biblical 
references and archaeological 
finds, including paintings. As far 
back as 7000 BCE, they knew 
about blowing smoke into hives 
to calm the bees, how to harvest 
honey and wax. Sealed pots of 
honey were found in tombs of 

Tutankhamun and other pha-
raohs. Cleopatra used honey on 
her skin. 

Historically, honey is valued 
for taste, nutritional and health 
benefits (but never to be con-
sumed by children under 12 
months old). Raw honey has anti-
fungal, anti-bacterial and anti-in-

flammatory properties. It’s used 
as a sleep aid, to calm coughs, al-
leviate allergies, treat burns and 
wounds, improve memory, treat 
dandruff, and wash your face, to 
name a few.   

“I’m always learning more 
amazing things about the com-
plexity of the honeybees and 
their lives,” said Joan, who re-
cently finished a two-year term as 
vice-president of LBA and con-
tinues to serve as a mentor in the 
new beekeeper program. She also 
sells nucs — nucleus colonies or 
starter bees. A lively conversa-
tionalist on any subject, when 
it comes to honeybees, she’s a 
natural ambassador, sharing en-
thusiastically all sorts of insider 
knowledge and facts. 

How the average life of a 
worker (female bee) lasts about 
35 days, yet the queen lives three 
to five years or more (unless she’s 
nasty and needs to be “deposed” 
by nurse bees or by the keeper)… 
That drones (male bees) do noth-
ing but hang around the hive, 
waiting for the mating flights of 
a new queen whom they pursue 
to engage in aerobatic nuptials, 
then die… How the queen stores 
sperm from several suitors in a 
special organ in her belly, then 
spends the rest of her life laying 
eggs… 

A few years ago, researchers 
at Uppsala University (Sweden) 
studied the global variations of 
honeybees via modern genom-
ics. Among their findings, they 
traced the origin of today’s hon-
eybees to cavity-nesting bees 
about 300,000 years ago in Asia, 
from where they quickly spread 
throughout Europe and Africa. 
The hives have evolved over the 
centuries to high standards to 
make apiculture as easy as possi-
ble, but here’s the caveat: you’re 
going to work for that elixir. 

Or you can contact Joan at 
Unison Pottery and Tile Gallery 
and try some of her Unison Hon-
ey —enthusiasts call it “liquid 
gold” for good reason.

www.unisonpottery.com

Summer Sizzles
Our local air conditioning experts 
will make sure you don’t! Stay 
cool with Appleton Campbell.

appletoncampbell.com
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Dr. Sage Bolte, Inova’s Life with Cancer

Your Guide through
                  Every Step

www.bowa.com

Tim Burch, CR
Project Leader

540-687-6771

From early 
planning to 
the first sunny 
breakfast, 
let BOWA be your guide through 
every step of the luxury remodeling 
experience. BOWA’s design build 
experts look after our clients’ best 
interests from their first thoughts of 
a project, throughout architecture 
and construction, and continuing 
through a lifetime of ownership.  
For your peace of mind, make 
BOWA your first call.

BEFORE

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION  n  RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS  n  PURCHASE CONSULTATIONS

Joan Gardiner’s Fascinating World of Honeybees 

Chris Weber

It felt like a scene from a movie 
as I headed up the steps to the 
entrance of Buchanan Hall lis-
tening to the steady stomping 

rhythmic beat coming from inside. 
The Crooked Angels were in the 
house and I, and anyone within a 
hundred yards, could tell the party 
had just begun. The beat echoing 
into the parking lot was from a song 
titled “Ticket When the Trumpet 
Sounds” a song Jamie Potter de-
fines as “about as downhome and 
backwoods as we get.“ 

The song easily draws you in 
with its rhythmic almost classic 
country feel yet with a little some-
thing edgy woven in at the core. 
Still, at parts, just classic enough 
that I could almost see this being 
something I heard coming from the 
Motorola back in the 1960s dur-
ing the Porter Waggoner show. Or, 
perhaps just a few years later, on 
Hee Haw. Undeniably it’s a great 
song.  And it’s also the first song on 
the band’s new album “Bread and 
Bourbon.” 

Tonight the Crooked Angels 
played their all new (and first) al-
bum for the people of Middleburg. 
The concert was a thank you to the 
people of Middleburg where a great 
deal of the support for the album 
originated. 

Seeing the popularity of their 
music growing and not wanting to 
get lost in the potential limitations 
on creative control that can occur 
when utilizing more conventional 
commercial production and fund-
ing sources, the group decided to 
go with crowd funding to make this 
album a reality. “The record was 
95% funded by fans, many of them 
local, so it was like having that Lion 
King moment where we present our 
cub to the world up on a high cliff...
or stage as it were,” Potter remem-
bered.

Crowd funding can in many 
cases give musicians more freedom 
and creative control over their mu-
sic and a greater ability to interact 
with their fan base.  But it’s definite-
ly not just sitting back and waiting 
for the crowd to send you money. 

Creating the album is a major proj-
ect and Crowd Funding doesn’t just 
happen. 

“We are still very green with 
crowd funding even if we some-
how managed to launch a success-
ful record campaign. In the wake of 
fewer labels and fewer talent scouts 
it may be the only way for up and 
coming artists to get their work out 

there in a professional way. It’s not 
for the lackadaisical type of person; 
you have to promote the campaign 
every day after the launch. You can’t 
sit back and just assume people will 
take notice,” Jamie explained.

Tonight’s concert was the first 
time the band has played the CD 
live with all the players from the al-
bum together. In fact this evening’s 

show was the first time all of the 
players on the album had been in 
the same room together. 

Crowd funding worked for the 
Crooked Angels first ever album 
and the band wanted to do this spe-
cial concert as a thank you to the 
people of Middleburg and the sur-
rounding areas who played such a 
pivotal role in making this album a 
reality. 

“We tried to play “Bread & 
Bourbon” front-to-finish so that lis-
teners could feel what it was like to 
hear the album played live, which 
was a total first since all the players 
had never been in the same room 
together!”

“We had two amazing fiddle 
players joining us on stage: Allison 
Smith who has taught violin for 
years and played with great bands 
from Oklahoma to Baltimore. Ca-
leb Stine, our high-flying Eagle 
Eyed friend, who in no way played 
“second fiddle” if you get my mean-
ing, just picked up the instrument a 
couple years ago and man oh man, 
has he created a sweet, heartbreak-
ing kind of tone. He’s also a mu-
sic icon touring the states. We’ve 
learned a lot from his example of 
making meaningful art. 

“The great trombone player is 
Brian Priebe, a focal point of the 
excellent Baltimore based band The 
Bumper Jackson. Brian’s solo in the 
ragtime track on the record “End of 
the Line Blues” makes us grin until 

our faces hurt.”
When I heard the album live 

Sunday night there in Buchanan 
Hall, it was for me the first time 
hearing the Crooked Angels. Right 
away I liked the music; it reminded 
me of Neil Young’s later collabora-
tive works, not identical mind you 
but a similar feel so I asked Jamie 
and Amy about their musical influ-
ences. 

Amy responded immediately, 
“Our influences are so many, but if 
we could narrow it down to a small 
crowd of heroes it would be John 
Prine for his whimsical ability to 
sing both comedy and tragedy at the 
same time; Townes van Zandt for 
his sparse Texan poetry, a real mas-
ter of minimalist, hard-hitting line; 
Shovels & Rope, the great South 
Carolina husband and wife duo for 
their raw, gut punch duo sound; the 
blues greats--Otis Rush, Lightnin’ 
Hopkins, and Snooks Eaglin rock 
Jamie’s world like no other. “ 

But as for whether or not the 
release of “Bread and Bourbon” 
meant the arrival of a destination, 
Jamie and Amy made it clear this 
is just a step in an ongoing journey. 

Are they at a milestone? 
Absolutely. 
But there’s so much more to 

come.  
The second of this two-part cul-

ture series will appear in the Eccen-
tric’s August issue.

The Crooked Angels
The first of a two-part culture series
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SONA Bank

J McLaughlin

Middleburg Humane Thrift Shop

Beyond the Pale

Mt. Defi ance Cidery & Distillery

Christmas Sleigh

Country Classics 

Crème de la Crème

Cuppa Giddy Up

Southern Trust Mortgage

The Outpost

Duchessa

Highcliffe Clothiers

Home Farm Store
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Middleburg Community Center
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Middleburg Common Grounds

Foxfi re Antiquities

Popcorn Monkey

Red Fox Fine Art

Red Horse Tavern

Richard Allen Clothing

Market Salamander

Empower Adventures
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Second Chapter Books
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Gallery On Madison
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National Sporting Library &

Museum
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The Veterinary Referral Center provides exceptional, 
compassionate care for walk-in emergencies 24-hours a day/365 
days a year and referred internal medicine, surgery, and behavior 
medicine cases.  Our fees are often significantly less than other 
referral facilities throughout Northern Virginia.   
 

■ More than 30 Years of Experience  
■ State-of-the-Art Equipment  

■ Latest Proven Treatment Methods 
■ Timely Communication with Clients and Referring Veterinarians    
 
We provide specialized care when your dogs and cats need it. 

Top-Quality Emergency, Internal Medicine, Surgery 
& Behavior Medicine Services for Your Dogs and Cats

8614 Centreville Road   ■   Manassas, VA 20110

www.vrc-nova.com

Internal Medicine
703.330.8809

Surgery
703.361.0710

Emergency
703.361.8287

Behavior Medicine
703.361.0710

Continuing the winning 
streak Patrick Henry 
College has built beat-
ing bigger and better 

known universities at American 
Moot Court Association National 
Championships, the Christian lib-
eral arts college has now won the 
Nelson Mandela World Human 
Rights Moot Court Competition 
in Geneva, Switzerland.

Well primed for the competi-
tion by winning nine of the last 

American Moot Court national 
championships against schools 
like University of Virginia, Duke, 
Holy Cross and others, Patrick 
Henry was definitely ready for the 
international stage.  Yale was the 
only other American university to 
qualify for the tournament.

Patrick Henry Chancellor and 
Coach Michael Farris, took Wil-
liam Bock and Helaina Hirsch, the 
rising juniors on the team, to the 
championship.

 Bock, of Indianapolis, and 
Hirsch, of Lafayette, California, 
competed against 24 other law 
school teams. Only five schools 
can come from each of five re-
gions around the globe, including 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America & Caribbean 
and Western Europe and others, 
including the U.S.

“In the finals, PHC’s under-
grads beat a team of law students 
from Moi University in Kenya. 

William also was awarded the first 
place oralist in the tournament and 
Helaina was named the second 
place oralist,” PHC’s announce-
ment said.

Farris, a constitutional lawyer 
and homeschool father, founded 
Patrick Henry College in 1998 to 
create an institution that would 
appeal to homeschool students 
with an interest in government 
and politics.

Debate is one of the college’s 

primary extracurricular activities.  
Moot Court is a form of debate 
competition designed to simu-
late appellate arguments before 
the U.S. Supreme Court in which 
teams of two students function 
as co-counsels and stand before 
a panel of judges to argue legal 
matters. In 2006, PHC not only 
won first overall but also won sec-
ond, third, and fifth place, a feat 
that had never before been accom-
plished.  (Source:  Wikipedia)

Patrick Henry College Captures 
Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Award in Geneva

Lisa Goshen, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors 
of the Blue Ridge Wild-
life Center (BRWC), an-

nounced that David B. Bancroft, 
61, of Berkeley Springs, WV will 
be leaving as executive director of 
the BRWC effective July 22, 2016.

‘’We are very sorry to see David 
go,” Goshen said. “He has done an 
amazing job of helping the organi-
zation move forward in just four-
teen short months.”

Bancroft provided administra-
tive oversight for construction of 
the new wildlife hospital and re-
habilitation center. Additionally, 
he undertook a complete adminis-
trative reorganization, coordinated 
the updating of the BRWC website 
and Facebook page, and oversaw 
security and technology upgrades 
to ensure excellent communication 
within and outside the organiza-
tion.

The construction project’s suc-
cessful conclusion was marked 
with the big move on  June 18-
19  into the facility. Bancroft also 
headed up and coordinated a 
search committee to find a new 
wildlife veterinarian. As a result of 
this search process, Jennifer Riley, 
DVM joined the staff in February 
2016.

“We have been extremely im-
pressed with David’s dedication to 
our staff and the work we do,” stat-
ed Riley. “He has been a wonder-
ful administrative leader, always 
putting our needs first. We are 
really sorry to see him go, but he 
has accomplished so much in such 
a short time. He has built a strong 
working team and has readied us 
for our next stage of growth.”

In commenting on his depar-
ture, Bancroft said, ‘’With board 
and staff help, I set about to build 
a team that could expand into the 
new wildlife hospital facility and 
broaden educational opportuni-
ties for the public, all the while 
continuing the important work of 
rescue and rehabilitation for our 
native wildlife. I am so proud of all 
the hard work our board and staff 
have undertaken to get us here.”

When asked what he would be 
doing next, Bancroft said, “Well, 
first of all, I am going to take some 
time off. Then, I plan to get back 
to my consulting business serving 

environmental non-profits.
This past year has been a won-

derful one, and we accomplished 
so much. My past experience 
along with meeting some of the 
challenges of 2015 will serve me 
well as I help other similar organi-
zations grow and expand.”

Goshen continued, “It speaks 
to his work ethic and values that 
he is giving us plenty of notice to 
start the search process for a new 
executive director and preside over 
a smooth transition. We are very 

appreciative of everything David 
has done and is doing to help the 
BRWC. “

Goshen said that a search com-
mittee will be formed and in the 
meantime, Jennifer Riley, DVM 
will be handling the day-to-day de-
cisions on-site with the assistance 
of long-time employees: Heather 
Sparks, Manager of Wildlife and 
Rehabilitation, Jennifer Burghof-
fer, Manager of Education, and 
Jessica Andersen, Wildlife Reha-
bilitator.

Blue Ridge Wildlife Center 
Announces Resignation 
of Executive Director

RHVFD WANTS A  
BOARD MEMBER

The Round Hill Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
(Loudoun County, VA) is 
searching for a member 
of the public to serve on 
the Board of Directors.   
Board members are an 
integral part of the man-
agement of the fire de-
partment and interested 
persons must live in the 
company first due area 

(from Hillsboro South 
through Airmont and 
from Blue Ridge Moun-
tain Road East to Frank-
lin Park).   They may not 
be a current member of 
the RHVFD.   Anyone 
interested please contact 
President John Moring 
at email:   presco04@
loudoun.gov
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112 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA
540-687-5633 | highcliffeclothiers.com

Don’t Just Fall Into It

7408 John Marshall Hwy   >    Marshall, VA 20115 
540.364.1891   >     tricountyfeeds.com

Limited to in-stock quantities. No special orders. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. All sales are final.

StoneSprings Hospital Cen-
ter has been awarded ac-
creditation in Computed 
Tomography (CT) as the 

result of a recent survey by the 
American College of Radiology 

(ACR). This achievement marks 
the second ACR accreditation that 
the hospital has earned. 

“The ACR golden seal of rec-
ognition is synonymous with 
exceptional performance and 
dedication by our entire team of 
board-certified radiologists, quali-
fied technical staff, and manage-
ment,” says Doctor Scott Cassar, 
department chair of radiology at 
StoneSprings Hospital Center.

“We are proud to have earned 
this distinction and will continue 
our commitment to providing 
excellence in diagnostic imaging 
and patient care.” 

Patients receiving treatment 
or testing at an ACR-accredited 
imaging facility can be assured 
that they are receiving the best 

care provided by an entire team of 
dedicated professionals, reflecting 
their investment and commitment 
to providing exceptional medical 
imaging technology, patient care, 
and service to the community. 

The StoneSprings Hospital 
Center Radiology Department is 
a highly-specialized, full-service 
group of imaging experts. Using 
advanced state-of-the-art equip-
ment, the Radiology Department 
provides a variety of services, 
including x-ray, digital 3D mam-
mography, low dose CT, ultra-
sound, MRI, nuclear medicine 
and interventional radiology.

For more information about ra-
diology services at StoneSprings 
Hospital Center, please visit www.
stonespringshospital.com. 

Stonesprings Hospital Center 
Receives ACR Accreditation for CT

Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services-PenFed Realty is 
pleased to announce that 
John T. “Jack” Ferguson, 

Jr. has joined the firm as an associate 
broker in the Leesburg office. 

Jack has more than 30 years of ex-
perience in many aspects of the real 
estate industry including both com-
mercial and residential transactions  
which include large and small horse 
farms, residential income property 
portfolio acquisitions, office and resi-
dential condominiums, tax free ex-
changes and consultation with banks 
in bankruptcy proceedings. He joins 

the firm after 25 years as the Principal 
Broker of J.T. Ferguson Real Estate 
with offices in both Richmond and 
Middleburg.

Jack says “Having experience as a 
builder, buyer, seller, landowner and 
broker allows me to understand all 
perspectives of each transaction. I re-
late to the emotions involved in home 
ownership as well as the econom-
ics of investor/developer decisions. I 
look forward to the opportunity to use 
that knowledge in my new working 
relationship with Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services-PenFed Realty. “

Jack grew up at Malvern Hill his 
family’s historic farm outside Rich-
mond, that was the site of one of the 
more famous battles of the Civil War. 
Following graduation from St. Chris-
topher’s School , Jack attended the 
Virginia Military Institute from which 
he received a bachelor’s degree in 
economics

An avid horseman, Jack has played 
polo, driven carriages, is an ex-Joint 
Master of the Princess Anne Hunt 
and a current member of the Board of 
Governors of the Middleburg Hunt. 
He resides with his wife, Leah, on a 
small horse farm outside Middelburg, 
Va.

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOMESSERVICES-PENFED REALTY 
WELCOMES ASSOCIATE BROKER 
JOHN T. FERGUSON ,JR

On July 31 …in the first 
minutes, across America 
boxes of Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child will be 

opened. MIddleburg will be joining 

the celebration with a party hosted by 
Second Chapter Books, starting on the 
night of the 30th at 11:30pm and end-
ing at 12:30am on the 31st, or when 
all the books are distributed. For those 
in attendance, there will be drawings 
for gifts, including a free copy of the 
book, and refreshments. 

In this eighth book …” being 
Harry Potter isn’t much easier now 
that he is an overworked employee 
of the Ministry of Magic, a husband 
and father of three school-age chil-
dren. While Harry grapples with a 
past that refuses to stay where it be-
longs, his youngest son Albus must 
struggle with the weight of a family 
legacy he never wanted. As past and 
present fuse ominously, both father 
and son learn the uncomfortable truth: 
sometimes, darkness comes from un-
expected places.” 

For those not willing to party late 
at night, books can be reserved online 
or by calling the book store. If you can 
join us please let the bookstore know 
at: 540-687-8049 or secondchap-
terbks@gmail.com. 

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
at Second Chapter Books

Dr. Chip Stine, a Board 
Certified Optometrist, in 
Middleburg, Virginia for 
more than 25 years, an-

nounced the addition of Nadia Sa-
chinski, Optometrist. Five doctors on 
staff including Emily Morin, Oph-
thalmologist, shall provide full time 
emergency, surgical and routine eye 

care. Crosen and Company Opticians, 
a separate optical department, will be 
available for frame and lens selec-
tions, adjustments and repair needs. 
Dr Stine’s office may be reached at 
(540)687-3634 or via our website: 
www.middleburgeyecenter.com.  
They are open Monday thru Friday.

Middleburg Eye Center 
Welcomes a New Doctor
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Lauren R. Giannini

The Land Rover Great 
Meadow International 
FEI Nations Cup™ 
CICO***, presented by 

Adequan, put on quite a show 
July 8–10. The history-making 
event featured teams from Can-
ada, Great Britain and the USA 
and individual combinations 
from Australia, Puerto Rico, 
and the USA rounding out the 
40 entries. 

Team USA claimed a run-
away win with a final score of 
138.3, and Canada second on 
177.6. Great Britain had some 
bad luck, finishing on 254.3 
points in third place and prom-
ising to return next year.

From a hospitality point of 
view, Great Meadow Interna-
tional can’t be beaten. They 
treated everyone — competi-
tors, owners, VIP guests, spon-
sors, spectators, volunteers, 
and media — with the warmest 
welcome and terrific ameni-
ties. There were shuttles to help 
spectators get from the distant 
parking lots to the new state-of-
the art arena. As an equestrian 
venue, Great Meadow Inter-
national offers first class form 
and function in a spectacularly 
beautiful setting. 

“It was a great weekend at 
Great Meadow, and the com-
munity really supported it and 
really seemed to enjoy all three 
days,” said David O’Connor, 
U.S. Eventing Team Chef 
d’Equipe and also Co-Chairman 
of the Land Rover Great Mead-
ow International. “It was great 
to have the first Nations Cup 
outside Europe and we had the 
perfect site for it. The horses 
got the runs they needed. There 
are things to work on [before 
Rio], but I am quite confident 

with how the horses traveled 
and handled the [cross-country] 
course and the competition as a 
whole.”

Team USA’s win proved a tri-
umphant return for Clark Mont-
gomery and Loughan Glen, who 
spent the last several years, 
training and competing, in Tet-
bury, England. They added only 
1.2 time penalties to their dres-
sage score to finish first on 37.5, 
leading the U.S. team from start 
to finish. 

No one else came close, not 
even second-placed Marilyn 
Little and RF Demeter, owned 
by Jacqueline Mars, Raylynn 
Farms, Patrick and Eileen Wine. 
The duo finished on their dres-
sage score of 43.8 after posting 
double clears in show jump-
ing and a foot-perfect cross-
country. Jodie Amos (GBR) and 
Wise Crack, third place indi-
vidually, also finished on their 
dressage score of 49.0 penalty 
points. Americans rounded out 
the top five with Holly Payne 
Caravello and Santini in fourth 
and Hannah Sue Burnett of The 
Plains piloting Under Suspec-
tion to fifth place. 

“It means a ton to me to win 
here at the Great Meadow In-
ternational in front of my home 
crowd,” said Montgomery, 
whose plans include setting up 
home base in the Middleburg 
area after Rio. “We had a pretty 
good performance and it was 
a great preparation run for us. 
Glen did a good dressage and I 
can’t complain about his show 
jumping at all. He had a couple 
of hairy moments on the cross-
country, but he’s such an honest 
horse and he still came home in 
a great time.”  

The GMI Nations Cup™ was 
the final prep event for the Land 
Rover U.S. Eventing Team of 

Phillip Dutton, Lauren Kieffer, 
Boyd Martin and Montgomery, 
who head to the Rio Olym-
pics with eventing scheduled 
for August 6–8, the day after 
the opening ceremony. As of 
the last week in July, the U.S. 
Eventing team includes Dutton 
riding Mighty Nice, Kieffer and 
Veronica, Martin and Black-
foot Mystery, Montgomery and 
Loughan Glen. In mid-July, 
Lynn Symansky of Middleburg 
and Donner replaced Maya 
Black and Doesn’t Play Fair as 
Traveling Reserve.

As for the Land Rover Great 
Meadow International, present-
ed by Adequan, you can start 
making plans for next year by 
marking your calendar for July 
7–9, 2017. 

“The Land Rover Great 
Meadow International FEI 
was absolutely a success and 
I don’t know if we could have 
asked for a better outcome for 
the competitors, patrons, spon-
sors, volunteers, and spectators 
– it all went exceedingly well,” 
said Rob Banner, President of 
the Great Meadow Foundation. 
“We had about 15,000 specta-
tors over the three days, and we 
were very happy with the num-
ber of people and the level of 
their interest. We’re very grate-
ful to the media for their out-
standing coverage, and we’re 
looking for even greater atten-
dance next year.”

The U.S. Equestrian Fed-
eration sent stellar representa-
tives: Chrystine Tauber, current 
USEF president, Bill Moroney, 
USEF CEO, and Murrary Kes-
sler, elected as USEF president 
in June who will take over from 
Tauber in January 2017. With 
David O’Connor, former USEF 
president on hand as U.S. Event-
ing Team Chef d’Equip and also 

Great Meadow International co-
founder, that was a heavy-duty 
delegation and great omen for 
the future of the Land Rover 
Great Meadow International.

The Land Rover Great Mead-
ow International hopes to host 
another FEI Nations Cup™ 
Eventing next July. 2017 isn’t a 
championship year, which frees 
up more European teams to join 
Great Britain and Canada, who 
are already talking about com-
ing back next summer. Since it 
isn’t an Olympic year, Ireland, 
France and Germany have al-
ready indicated their inter-
est. The sky’s the limit when 
it comes to high performance 
equestrian being contested at 
Great Meadow. 

“We owe a deep debt of grati-
tude to all the donors who made 
Land Rover Great Meadow In-
ternational a reality, and to all 
of the volunteers, organizers 
and people who helped keep it 
on track,” said Banner. “We’re 
looking forward to making good 
use of that great arena by put-
ting on more high performance 
competitions.”

For more information: www.
greatmeadowinternational.com

News of Note Commission A Painting 
by Tom Neel

◆ 28 years of experience 
◆ Paintings beautifully framed
◆ Most completed in under 90 days
◆ Free local delivery and hanging
◆ Private & corporate collections
◆ Creighton Farms - Artist in Residence

Corporate clients include The Inn at Little Washington, Salamander 
Resort, Lockheed Martin, Farrari of Washington, Winchester Medical Center, Wolf Trap.

Studio 540-364-4401   www.ThomasNeel.com

Land Rover Great Meadow International 
Stages Successful FEI Nations Cup™ Debut 

GOODSTONE’S “CELEBRATE VIRGINIA WINE” PACKAGE 
We’re celebrating our 2016 Wine Spectator Magazine Restaurant Award! Escape to our luxury 
country inn and French restaurant set on 265 acres in the heart of Virginia wine and hunt country. 
Enjoy elegant accommodations and the finest of wines at the award-winning Restaurant at Goodstone.

36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.3333 or toll-free: 877.219.4663 / www.goodstone.com

Come Celebrate with Goodstone!
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Marilyn Little placed 2nd individually with RF Demeter, owned by 
Jacqueline Mars & Raylynn Farms & Patrick and Eileen Wine.

Middleburg’s Lynn Symansky and Donner, 12th individually at the 
GMI Nations Cup, replaced traveling reserve Maya Black and Doesn’t 
Play Fair on the Land Rover U.S. Team for the Rio Olympics. 

Sharon White and her Cooley On Show jumped clear to finish 16th 
individually. A “local” rider, thanks to her ties and involvement in 
the Piedmont’s eventing community, and the Nations Cup served to 
showcase the potential of her budding international event horse.

Colleen Loach had a great time with Qorry Blue d’Argouges, 
placing 14th as Canada’s best-placing team member en route to 
second place in the Nations Cup. 

Jodie Amos and Wise Crack finishes third individually, leading the 
way for the third-placed Great Britain Team. 
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News of Note

The Mosby Heritage Area As-
sociation, invites you to join 
their popular Legends by 
Lantern Light tour of Ber-

ryville August 13th The Legends by 
Lantern Light tours feature interpret-
ers in period-dress giving first-person 
vignettes of life and history in the 
Mosby Heritage Area.  The Berryville 
tour will explain how the Civil War 
was viewed from a County Seat.

Mosby Heritage is a leading non-
profit that works to support preserva-
tion and education.   The Berryville 
Lantern-Lit tour is also sponsored 
by the Clarke County Historical As-
sociation.

The program begins at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Clarke County Historical As-
sociation at 32 E. Main Street, Ber-
ryville, VA. Participants will view the 
Civil War experience of Berryville 
and how the war affected life in the 

Shenandoah 
Valley.

The pe-
riod-dressed 
Mosby Heritage Area Interpretive 
Group will tell stories against the 
backdrop of historic Berryville, fea-
turing stories of Clarke County’s 
commissioner to the Virginia Seces-
sion Convention, the visits of two 
famous Civil War generals, Mosby’s 
Wagon Train Raid in Berryville, and 
the story of Eugene Ferris, a Medal 
of Honor recipient from his days of 
fighting Mosby’s Rangers.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $8 
for students.

Walking is involved; Please dress 
comfortably. For more information: 
540-687-6681 or info@mosbyher-
itagearea.org. 

Enjoy Mosby’s Berryville 
Lantern-Lit Tour

THERE ARE MANY WORDS TO DESCRIBE HARRIMANS.

LET’S START WITH FRESH.

At Harrimans, the recipe is simple: combine fresh, locally-sourced ingredients.  
Add in a refreshed menu and wine list. Season with a vibrant, refined atmosphere. Enjoy.

It always feels like Saturday night.

Middleburg, Virginia  /  877.275.4309  /  HarrimansGrill.com  /  Connect: @HarrimansGrill  #HarrimansGrill

Releasing ...  July 31 at 12:01 am 

           Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child,   Book 8 

Reserve your copy now… 

        join us for a party July 30 11:30 pm    
  at  Second Chapter Books 

 Prizes and refreshments 

Secondchapterbks@gmail.com or 687-7016 

Frank Stringfellow, the Con-
federate Scout and Mosby 
Ranger who has been fa-
mously portrayed in the PBS 

miniseries ‘Mercy Street,’ will be the 
subject of the next Conversations in 
History lecture sponsored by Mosby 
Heritage Area Association and NOVA 
Parks.  The lecture begins at 3 p.m. at 
the historic Mt. Zion Church, 40309 
John Mosby Highway, Aldie, 20105.

Benjamin Franklin “Frank” 
Stringfellow served as a scout for 
Gen. J.E.B. Stuart during the Civ-
il War and also fought alongside 
Mosby, most famously at the Janu-
ary 10, 1864 Loudoun Heights Raid.  
Stringfellow also served as a spy dur-
ing the war and ended the conflict 
with a $10,000 price on his head.

LTC (R) Eric W. Buckland will 
lead the July 31st program, giving a 
biographical look at the soldier, spy, 
and later, U.S Army Chaplain and 
Episcopal Priest. The talk will dis-
cuss Stringfellow’s reality versus his 

depiction in Mercy 
Street.

Eric W. Buck-
land is a Lieuten-
ant Colonel retired 
from the United 
States Army and the author of five 
books (Mosby Men, Volumes I-IV; 
Mosby’s Keydet Rangers) focusing 
on the individuals who rode with 
Colonel John Singleton Mosby dur-
ing the Civil War. 

“The stories that I have found 
about the men who rode with Mosby 
have put a ‘face’ to the War and to the 
America that developed after it,” says 
Buckland.

Reservations are not required 
for this event.  Admission is $10 for 
adults.  There is no admission fee 
for students.   For more information, 
please telephone (540) 687-5188.

For more information, please con-
tact:          info@mosbyheritagearea.
org     or     tgillespie@nvrpa.org 
, www.mosbyheritagearea.org     

Explore Mercy Street Hero 
Frank Stringfellow Conversations 
in History Lecture

Ken Rietz, a Fauquier Coun-
ty resident, has written his 
autobiography, Winning 
Campaigns, Losing Sight, 

Gaining Insight. In the book, Ken 
offers a glimpse into the 16 years he 
and his wife, Ursula Landsrath, have 
enjoyed in the Fauquier County com-
munity.   

In the run-up to this pivotal presi-
dential election in November, Ken’s 

memoir offers many lessons learned. 
As a political consultant, Ken had 
an impact on numerous high profile 
campaigns including those of Presi-
dents Richard Nixon and Ronald 
Reagan and Senators Bill Brock and 
Chic Hecht. He was Deputy Chair-
man of the Republican National 
Committee serving under Chair-
man George H. W. Bush. In all, he 
worked in more than 100 political 

campaigns, winning over 80%.
When he retired in 2006, Ken had 

spent more than forty years provid-
ing strategic advice to campaigns 
and businesses. During that same 
period, he lost his eyesight; by age 
forty-nine, he was legally blind. 
Throughout his autobiography, Ken 
details his memories and shares how 
his competitive spirit, determina-
tion, and positive attitude helped him 

overcome obstacles. 
Congressman Pete Sessions said, 

“I hope that each reader will draw 
strength from this story and gain 
confidence in knowing that no chal-
lenge is too big to overcome if you 
have the will to win and the determi-
nation to fight the good fight.” 

Winning Campaigns, Losing 
Sight, Gaining Insight by Ken Rietz 
can be ordered on Amazon and will 

be available in bookstores in early 
August - www.kenrietz.com

Mascot Books, located in Hern-
don, VA is the publisher of Winning 
Campaigns, Losing Sight, Gaining 
Insight. The company has published 
over 1,000 titles with a diverse li-
brary of titles including children’s, 
young adults, fiction, nonfiction, and 
cookbooks.  www.mascotbooks.com

Coming in August

The National Sporting Library 
& Museum (NSLM) is de-
lighted to invite friends and 
admirers to a featured talk 

with renowned equestrian judge and 
trainer George Morris. Morris has an 
award-winning riding history span-
ning over 60 years and is considered a 

superstar in the equestrian world. 
He will be visiting NSLM to speak 

about his autobiography, Unrelenting: 
The Real Story: Horses, Bright Lights 
and My Pursuit of Excellence, which 
was published in spring of 2016. At-
tendees will be able to purchase cop-
ies of  Unrelenting  when reserving 
their seats at www.NationalSporting.
org. 

George Morris is an avid book col-
lector as well as a leading trainer and 
judge. He values the legacy of the rid-
ers and trainers who came before him 
and urges others to do the same.

  Registration through  www.Na-
tionalSporting.org  is required to at-
tend this event.   Admission is $10.00.  
There is no admission charge for 
NSLM members, but members must 
make reservations. Copies of  Unre-
lenting  are available for purchase at 
registration.

 Seating is limited to the first 100 
RSVP’s.

For more information, please con-
tact Anne Marie Barnes, Educational 
Programs Manager & Fellowship 
Advisor, at ABarnes@NationalSport-
ing.org or (540) 687-6542 x25

Reserve Early to Meet Superstar Author, 
George Morris At the National Sporting 
Library & Museum

Stacy Butewicz, who recently 
joined Middleburg Real Estate,  
began her real estate career in 
New Jersey, servicing Eques-

trian Properties.
As the former New Jersey State 

Equestrian of the Year and owner of 
high-end European investment horses, 
Stacy’s broad network of equestrian 
contacts has contributed to much of her 
success. She received the NJ Realtors 

® Circle of Excellence Sales Award for 
her large dollar volume of closed trans-
actions.

Since 1939, Middleburg Real Estate 
has been located in the heart of Virginia 
Hunt Country offering full-service, real 
estate brokerage services for discrimi-
nating buyers and sellers. Having joined 
forces with Atoka Properties in 2010, 
the growing team of professionals have 
a thorough working knowledge of the 

Northern Virginia area and its competi-
tive market conditions.

With a goal of building a strong rep-
utation for exceptional service and per-
formance while maintaining the cutting 
edge systems and technology, Atoka’s 
entire team of skilled professionals is 
focused on providing a quality person-
alized agency experience.  

In 2015 Stacy began to travel to Vir-
ginia and with each visit she saw more 
opportunities. Stacy spent an entire year 
dedicated to getting to know the market 
and the different areas.

Stacy believes that “Growing up 
in horse country doesn’t make you an 
equestrian and being a Realtor doesn’t 
make you a horse farm specialist.”  Her 
clients range from boutique farmers to 
world-class horse trainers and invest-
ment bankers. Stacy enjoys working 
with those new to the equestrian world 
as she has the connections to get them 
started from the tack, to the horse, to the 
house.

Stacy’s true specialization is in 
working with sellers. She enjoys the 
challenges of pricing, marketing, net-
working and getting a home to closing. 
Some of the words her list of happy 
customers have used to describe her 
are “high energy” , “professional”, “ef-
ficient” and her proudest feedback is her 
ability to “exceed expectations at every 
step”

Stacy Butewicz joins Middleburg Real Estate
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Mayor and New Town Council Take Oath
Middleburg Town Council Report ~ From Page 1

News of Note

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $10.00.

The Middleburg Business and
Professional Association invites you

to our August Mixer

Tuesday, August 12
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by
Greenhill Winery & Vineyards

(Manor House)
23595 Winery Lane

Middleburg, VA 20117

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

knew where they could find the 
members of Council” and noted 
that Members use the Town Of-
fice as much as they wanted. “

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes also noted that incom-
ing members could “call the staff 
if they received questions they 
could not answer.”

Shea reminded her new col-
leagues to remember “that they 
did not represent the entire Coun-
cil when they spoke to individu-
als” and suggested that they re-
member to use phrases such as 
“I think” and “in my opinion” to 
make that clear.

Mayor Davis counseled be-
ing prepared with details.  Com-
plaints, she noted, are still be-
ing received   “about the Route 
50 construction project   . . . and 

even though the Town had hosted 
many meetings on the project, 
people still did not understand.”

Davis suggested that, when 
faced with such complaints, 
“new members ask the citizens if 
they had any suggestions.”

“Sometimes they did and 
other times they did not,” David 
observed, and  “when asked what 
they would suggest, they realized 
that they had nothing to add.”

“It was easy to say ‘the Town 
can do more,’ “ she continued, 
but   “when you ask them what 
they would suggest, they usually 
did not have anything to offer.”

Councilmember Bundles Mur-
dock emphasized the importance 
of making clear that the Town’s 
current major problem, the con-
struction disrupting the heart of 
the Town,  “involved the replace-
ment of one hundred year old wa-
ter lines, as well as the burying of 
electric lines and safety improve-
ments to address dangerous con-
ditions . .   esentially addressing 
three issues at once.” 

Councilmember Shea suggest-
ed that “if the new members were 
sensitive about asking “stupid” 
questions” they should “get over 
it.”     Mayor Davis confirmed, 
council members are very sup-
portive of each other and  “there 
are no stupid questions.”

When Shea told the incom-
ing members “that service on the 
Council would change how they 
lived,”   Mayor Davis agreed, 
noting they “would always be 
on stage.”   Always, she said be 
“thoughtful of what you are say-
ing and doing.”

Bundles Murdock observed 
that “members would not always 
agree on issues; however, it was 
important that they have discus-
sions and work together.” Davis 
agreed, noting “that the members 
of Council got along and when 
they disagreed, did so respect-
fully.”

Indeed, Councilmember Mark 
Snyder noted,  “it had been a long 
time since anyone on the Council 
had a hidden agenda.” 

There was general agreement 
that, in the words of Mayor Da-
vis “ everyone served on the 
Council because they loved 
Middleburg.”

Council then unanimously 
approved Resolutions of Ap-
preciation for outgoing Coun-
cilmembers Trowbridge Little-
ton, Bundles Murdock & Erik 
Scheps.

Construction Traffic: 
Nearing the End?

Town Planner Moore re-
ported that work on stage 3 of 
the  Route 50 Project would be-
gin the week of July 21.

Motorists and pedestrians, he 
noted, “could access Marshall 
Street from Pinkney Street; how-
ever, access through Jay, Hamil-
ton and Liberty Streets would be 
closed

Economic Development Co-
ordinator Cindy Pearson, up-
dated the Town’s “traffic detour 
map,” and trolley map printed 
here on page 3 and posted on 
line at . . . .  www.middleburgva.
gov.

Pearsons also reported that 
“she has been in talks with the 
Virginia Regional Transit Au-
thority about the possibility of 
offering free trolley/bus rides 
in Middleburg.”   The “trolley,” 
she said, would ideally “make 
stops around town to get people 
from the parking lots to the main 
street, with there being different 
stops throughout the town.”

When Mayor Davis asked 
whether the intersections at 
Pendleton and Madison Streets 
would be open, Middleburg Po-
lice Chief A.J. Panebianco said, 
“yes” once the contractor moved 
the traffic lights.   “It would, 
however, still be a challenge to 
get into the Exxon,” he noted, 
“as the intersection at Liberty 
Street would be blocked off. “

In Panebianco’s opinion 
“those who would have the most 
difficulty with this phase were 
the residents of Chinn Lane as 
they would have challenges get-
ting in and out in the morning.”

Gas Leak 
Emergency Response

In an informal review of the 
Town’s response to last month’s 
gas leak in Middleburg, Council-
member Bundles Murdock told 
her colleagues she, herself, had 
received a “reverse-911 robo-
call” but she was receiving in-
formation that led her to believe 
“a lot of people” didn’t get one. 

When people tried to call the 
Town Office, she noted,   “the 
staff had been evacuated.”   She 
suggested that, if possible, Town 
Staff “evacuate to the Police De-
partment in those situations” and 
that the     “Police Department 
designate one room in their of-
fice as an alternate so the Town 
Office would not be out of com-
mission.”

The Town office phones could 
also be forwarded to the Police 
Department in such cases,   “so 
they could be manned.” 

Mayor Davis asked whether 
the Town’s automated phone 
alert system could be activated 
remotely in such situaltions.  

Town Clerk Rhonda North “con-
firmed she could as long as she 
had access to a computer and the 
Internet.”   During the gas leak 
evacuations, however, she did 
not have access to a computer. 

When Mayor Davis asked 
“who decided who received 
calls from the reverse 911 sys-
tem, North replied “those calls 
were not initiated by the Town” 
but through the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Department.   Noting 
that “the evacuation was only 
within a one block radius,” 
North suggested the Town “ask 
the Sheriff’s Department how 
they defined the parameters” for 
generating reverse 911 calls.

Councilmember Shea asked 
about emergency generators for 
the Town Office and the Police 
Department buildings, Town 
Administrator Semmes said she 
had asked Town staff “to look at 
moving the old generator from 
the wastewater treatment plant 
to the Town Office.” 

When Mark Snyder suggest-
ed the Town look at other, more 
dependable, options, Semmes 
observed that a new generator 
might cost as much as $60,000.  
Ougoing Councilmember Little-
ton suggested one adequate for 
the job could be had for as little 
as $15,000. 

80% of Police Fleet  
Destroyed

Chief of Police A. J. Panebi-
anco reported that the Town’s 
insurance carrier had declared 
four of his department’s five 
vehicles “totaled” during the 
recent devastating hailstorm in 
Middleburg:   a Chevy Impala; 
Dodge Charger ;  an aging Ford 
Tahoe; and a  Ford Explorer. The 
one vehicle that escaped damage 
he said, “had a blown motor and 
“the Town was getting rid of it 
anyway. “

Middleburg, he said, would 
receive $32,200 from its insur-
ance reimbursement, which 
would take care of all but $3,000 
of the cost “to buy and equip an-
other new vehicle from the State 
Contract.” 

On the brighter side of the 
storm, Panebianco noted, de-
spite some very serious dam-
age,  “most of the town” seemed 
now to be in “good spirits” and 
best of all,  despite all the prop-
erty damage,   no people were 
hurt or killed.

National Night Out
Final preparations are under-

way for the Middleburg Police 
Department’s much anticipated 
celebration of   “National Night 
Out.” Now set for August 2.  
Chief Panebianco returns to the 
dunking booth this year and per-
sonally challenged Town Coun-
cil members to step up and pitch 
him, literally, in.

Counterfeit $100’s
“Fake one hundred dollar 

bills have been floating around 
Middleburg,

  Chief Panebianco reported.  
The Police Department, he said, 
has already   purchased and dis-
tributed detection pens to all the 
Town’s businesses.
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Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Purdy / great meadow international

Great Meadow’s Rob Banner and Darrin Mollett, organizing committee co-
chair, with the top 3 individuals: Marilyn Little (2nd RF Demeter), winner Clark 
Montgomery (Loughan Glen), and Great Britain’s Jodie Amos (3rd Wise Crack). 

US team and individual winners Clark Montgomery and Loughan Glen show 
their winning form on the cross-country.

Clark Montgomery and Loughan Glen led the 2016 Land Rover Great Meadow 
International from start to finish, adding only 1.2 penalty points on the cross-
country to their dressage score to win on 37.5.  

Hannah Sue Burnett, based in The Plains, piloted Mary Ann Ghadban’s Under Suspection 
to 5th place.  

Rio-bound: Phillip Dutton and Mighty Nice jumped beautifully all weekend, but 9.2 
time penalties on the cross-country put them into 15th place.

Prem Devadas, Hon. William T. Newman, Jr., Sheila Johnson and Lisa Viella

Buzz .Kievenaar. Jimmy Wofford and Jacqueline Mars

Great Meadow International Closing Ceremony 

Bill Moroney 

Leslie. and Naj Husain

Allyn Mann and Caroline Hogan

Darin Mollett and Donna Devadas Mike & Wendy Smith Julie & Rob Banner.

Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Richard Clay
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My Favorite Gold Cup Photos  2016
Upperville, VA- Photos by Liz Callar - http://mbecc.com/lcallar

Reg Scarborough and The Orange County Hunt Hounds 

oyd MartinMarilyn Little

Holly Payne Caravella

Reg Scarborough

Buck Davidson Phillip Dutton

Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Valerie Durbon - http://mbecc.com/vdurbon

Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Nancy Kleck - http://mbecc.com/nkleck

Lynn Symansky Sharon White Lauren Kieffer-
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The future of foxhunting The future of foxhunting The future of foxhunting

Photo by  Nancy Kleck

Photo by  Lauren G
iannini

Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Chris Weber- http://mbecc.com/cweber

540-687-0017

Julie@HuntEscapes.com

Hunt Country
ACCommodAtions

TM

540-687-0017540-687-0017

Julie@HuntEscapes.com
Julie@HuntEscapes.com

Middleburg, Virginia
540-687-0017

Guest Houses on Private Farms & estates

Virginia Hunt Country
www.huntcountryaccommodations.com  

 

 Middleburg’s  most amazing 
Gift & Department store

Since 1956!!!

10 rooms & 2 floors to be explored 
and ENJOYED !!!

Excellent Customer Service & 
Free Gift Wrap• UPS service

Advertising Deadline
Aug. 11th  

for 
Aug. 25th Issue

540.687.3200
Call for Free Roof Inspection 

References Available Upon Request

New Roofs • Roof Replacement & Repair
Metal, Rubber, Shingles & Gutters
Also Remodeling & Restoration

Call for Free Roof Inspection
Insurance Claim Specialist • References Upon Request

Locally Operated for 16 yrs • Licensed & Insured

Cage Free    •    Maximum of 3 Dogs at a Time
Large Fenced-In Yard   •   Special Needs Support

Pickup and Delivery Available

A Unique Home Away From Home Experience for Your Dog
The Bed & Bone Experience

540.454.7252
www.beckncallservice.com

Bluemont, VA
Craftsmanship without Compromise

New Work or Repairs
Greg Lough

New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

USA FEI Nations Cup Team- Clark Montgomery, Lauren Kieffer,Boyd Martin, Phillip 
Dutton and Coach David O’Connor

Orange County Hounds with Huntsman Reg Spreadborough

“RF Demeter” ridden by Marilyn Little and owned by 
Jacqueline Mars & Raylyn Farms & Eileen Witte

Great Meadow International
The Plains , VA - Photos by Liz Callar- http://mbecc.com/lcallar

Individual Winner’s- Marilyn Little, Clark 
Montgomery & Jodie Amos

USA Team,  w/ David O’ConnorMaggie O. Bryant & Rob Banner

“Mighty Nice”, ridden by Phillip Dutton & owned by HND Group Individual Winner, Clark Montgomery on 
“Loughan Glen”, owned by Holly and Bill Becker 
& Kathryn KraftChris Talley Winner of  The Bareback Puissance. Hannah Sue Barnett 5th Place Marilyn Little

Alexandra Knowles Maya Black

Holly Payne Caravella Clark Montgomery Fauquier County’s Finest
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Ayrshire Farm 4th of July
Upperville , VA - Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard
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Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

Places & Faces
Great Meadow 4th of July The Plains,  VA - Photos by Chris Weber

Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Come Enjoy Louise Mellon’s Paintings
Our Artist for May

692 Federal Street ~ Paris, Virginia
540-592-3900

http://www.ashbyinn.com/

Advertising Deadline
Aug. 11th  

for 
Aug. 25th Issue

540.687.3200

From. . . 
Virginia’s Piedmont to the Coast of Maine

Serving. . .
Virginia Hunt Country and Prouts Neck & Casco Bay Area, Maine

Ted eldredge
Associate Broker

571-233-9978
Middleburg Real Estate

Middleburg, Virginia
              Shoreline

           Portland, Maine

Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

Polly Rowly and John Zug-
schert

Middleburg 4th of July Middleburg, VA - Photos by Chris Weber
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Places & Faces
National Sporting Library and Museum Carriage Day
Middleburg VA ~ Photos & Story by Nancy Kleck

RacingSulky Ownedby Mary 
Alice Matheson-Thomas

Chris Roemersma, Tina Roemersma, Allison Gordon, 
Erik Gordon

Getting Carried Away
By Nancy Milburn Kleck

The National Sporting Library & Museum recently hosted a very successful 
first ever “Carriage Day” exhibition Saturday, July 23, of antique, vin-
tage and modern carriages graciously provided by Carl and Caroline Cox, 
Doug and Queenie Kemmerer, members of the Piedmont Driving Club, 

and Colonial Williamsburg. 

Parked on the museum’s lawn were an English Beer Dray to quench the town’s 
thirst; a c-spring bob sleigh complete with bear skin to keep you warm on a moonlit 
winter’s night; an early Standardbred racing sulky painted in the original owner’s 
colors; a high-sided children’s tub cart for the family’s sheltland; a pony size wicker 
governness cart with room for several little ones; a very rare Thoroughbrace gig to 
visit your neighbor over the glen; a stylish wicker phaeton for a single horse to carry 
a couple of guests and groom to pour the libations; an elegant auto top surrey for 
the wedding party and special occasions; an all purpose wagonette for everyday use; 
and a handful of other carriages, all beautifully presented and lovingly cared for.

Impressive in size and design were three open top carriage breaks: a beauti-
ful pine and oak shooting break (forerunner to today’s SUV) for the fowl and game 
sportsman and once owned by Robert E. Lee’s granddaughter; a Grand Vis-a-vis 
used for elegant family Sunday outings down the boulevard to impress your peers 
and the masses (being roofless allowed for the tallest of milady’s hats); and a beauti-
ful roof seat break to entertain friends at the races or the neighbor’s polo match with 
caviar and chilled Kriter, and it comes with a Dalmation! 

Highlighting the collection on display were two beautiful chariots or demi-
landaus used for ceremonial and state functions, recently restorred by Colonial Wil-
liamsburg. Each carriage was attended by a coachman in period attire eager to an-
swer questions and talk about the coach and its design.

Paul Bennett, Director of Coach and Livestock at Colonial Williamsburg, gave 
a lively and informative talk and slide show describing how the carriage changed the 
world to a packed audience. A world class driver, he shared a couple of stories about 
his adventures of driving in the dark and descending steep hills.

Watching the world go by at a leisurely 7 mph to the rhythmic clip-clop of the 
horses’ shoes and tinkling of champagne glasses is a spiritual experience -- put it on 
your bucket list. And here’s a hint to keep the bubbly from spilling: put an ice cube 
in your flute!

Auto Top Surrey Owned by Carl & Caroline Cox

Demi-Landau Restored By Colonial Williamsburg Coachman Bob

Peter & Nini Hapworth & 
Vivian Warren

Antique Governess Cart Barbara Wolfe,  Queenie Kemmerer, Jill Garrity

Grand Vis-a-vis Break Marion Maggiolo

Mary Alice Matheson, Anne Watkins and 
Diane Indigo

Caroline Cox and Barbara Wolfe

Paul Bennett, Director of Coach & 
Livestock, Colonial Williamsburg

MarkOwens, Fred Root,  Melanie Mathewes, Charlie & Julie 
Matheson and Doug Kemmerer

Modern Roof Seat Break Anne Watkins and Sam Davis

Shooting Brake OwnedB y Patti Thomas

Tub Cart Owned By PattiThomas

Cox Thorough Brace Gig Owned by 
Anne Watkins

Spring Bob Sleigh Owned By 
Mr and Mrs Carl B. Cox
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Places & Faces
Middleburg Humane Foundation Gala
Kinross Farm Middleburg VA ~ Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Middleburg Humane Foundation Gala
Kinross Farm Middleburg VA ~ Photos by  Nancy Kleck

Mr. & Mrs. Woodson

Hurst Groves & Barbara Sharpe and Baker Johnson

Rose Marie Bogley

Doug & Queenie Kemmerer and Ken & Ursula Reitz

Bill Balhaus & Darin Mollett Matt Sheedy & Vicki Bendure and Lisa Ben Dov Paul & Julie Diehl and Laurie McClarty

Melanie & Tim Burch Don Glickman, Danielle & Ron Bradley Hilleary Bogley, Rose Marie Bogley 

Barbara Sharp & Hurst Groves Patrick & Elizabeth Heijman and Kathy & David Hartley James Longhurst Natailie Lacaze, Sharon Taylor, Kelsey & Devon Porter

John Zugschwert Ken & Ursula ReitzKaren Jackson and  
Patty Callahan

Genevieve WarnerJohn Bennison & 
Marilyn Denton 



Page 32   Middleburg Eccentric     •   July 28, 2016 ~ August 25, 2016 Middleburg Eccentric     •     July 28, 2016 ~ August 25, 2016   Page 33

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Progeny

Organizers and partici-
pants alike were upbeat 
— and their creations 
were literally sky high  

when the first drone workshop 
designed especially for educators 
ended with each team successfully 
flying its unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) on the Foxcroft School 
campus.

Even better, the inaugural 
“Teachers Take Flight” workshop, 
co-presented by Foxcroft and 
the Kashmir World Foundation 
(KWF), was a great success, in-
spiring all involved about the pos-
sibilities for engaging students in 
STEM by using drones.

“The teachers all departed the 
workshop feeling both proud of 
their accomplishments and excited 
about the future of their programs 
at their own schools,” said Maria 
Evans, Ph.D., Chair of Foxcroft 
School’s STEM Department and 
one of the workshop’s organiz-
ers.  “The high school teachers, in 
particular, left extremely excited 
about integrating drones into their 
coursework.”

Aliyah Pandofi, KWF’s CEO, 
was already looking towards the 
future. “The week was very suc-
cessful,” she said. “We are looking 
forward to bringing the program to 
a much larger audience next year, 
and we are excited about creat-
ing a network of teachers who 
can be leaders in integrating UAV 
technology for school curriculum 
around the nation and collaborat-
ing worldwide with students and 
teachers.”

Participants included teachers 
from Woodbridge, VA and Moun-
tain View, CA; a professor from 
Smith College in Massachusetts, a 

KWF trainee, and Katie Hergenre-
der, the newest addition to the 
Foxcroft STEM faculty. She built 
a quadcopter that has newer tech-
nology than the quadcopter and 
hexacopter that already comprise 
the Foxcroft drone fleet.

“I really enjoyed participating 
in the Teachers Take Flight work-
shop,” Hergenreder said. “Build-
ing the drones ourselves was a 
great experience . . . The work-
shop leaders were very careful to 
use ‘hands off’ teaching. For ex-
ample, if I had a question of how 
to assemble part of the drone, they 
would assist verbally step by step, 
rather than showing me by doing it 
themselves.

“I really appreciated learning 
this way because it is how I would 
like to teach students to use the 
drones. The workshop included 
lots of great teaching methods and 
suggestions.”

While Kashmir Robotics, an 
arm of KWF, supplied and led the 
drone-building process, a num-
ber of fascinating presenters ad-
dressed different subjects. The 
speakers and topics included: 

•	Cathy McGehee (Head of 
Foxcroft School), on the im-
portance of engaging girls in 
mission-focused STEM ac-
tivities;

•	Rob Thompson (Falcon 
Foundation), on FAA regu-
lations -- a topic that proved 
so interesting that Thompson 
returned a second time to an-
swer more questions;

•	Dr. Maria Evans, on the EP-
ICS High Engineering and 
drone programs at Foxcroft;

•	Jon Caris (Smith College), 
on how Smith’s drone pro-
gram is incorporated into its 
liberal arts curriculum; also 
Smith’s research programs 
using drones to estimate 
storm damage and erosion in 
Belize;

•	Ellen Oskoui (Potomac 
School), on her program to 
use drones to evaluate vine-
yard performance;

•	Mike Kronmiller (Bullis 
School/RPI), about his part-
nership with a high school in 
Nepal developing a program 
to use drones to find ava-
lanche victims on Mt. Ever-
est;

•	 Nick Franci (Microsoft) on 
the Microsoft Classroom en-
vironment for collaboration.
“Cathy and Maria both gave 

talks which included one very 
important point: female students 
are motivated by the utility of a 
task,” Hergenreder said. “For ex-
ample, building a drone just to fly 
may be fun for a little while, but 
isn’t a great motivator for girls. In 
contrast, building a drone to fly it 
to  help the community  would re-
ally engage our students.”

Foxcroft proved a perfect venue 
for the event, with its large Physics 
Lab providing an ideal location for 
both workshop lectures and drone 
construction and its 500 acres of-
fering several options for “Flight 
Day.” The workshop participants 
launched their UAVs on “Big 
Track,” a mostly treeless expanse 
in the middle of campus generally 
used by the School’s distinguished 
riding program.

Up, Up and Away! Teachers Fly High at Foxcroft 
Kashmir World Foundation is partner in event

Participants in the inaugural Teachers Take Flight workshop, co-presented by Foxcroft and Kashmir World 
Foundation (KWF), got in-depth, hands-on exposure to building drones and usinga them in their classrooms.

Foxcroft Teaching Award to Susan Erba, 
Service Award to Yvette McCarty

Susan Erba, who has dedicated 
her career to helping girls not 
only understand and excel in 
math, but also to inspiring 

them to become passionate learners 
in a subject traditionally regarded 
as one in which boys perform bet-
ter,  and Yvette McCarty, R.N., who 
works around the clock to care for 
students in myriad ways, received 
special honors recently at Foxcroft 
School’s annual Awards Assembly.

Head of School Catherine S. Mc-
Gehee presented Erba with the sec-
ond Mary Louise Leipheimer Award 
for Excellence in Teaching and Mc-
Carty became the fifth recipient of 
the Jane Lockhart Service Award. 
Both honors come with cash awards, 
and both honorees received standing 
ovations and enthusiastic applause 

from the gathering of 400+ students, 
faculty, family, and friends gathered 
in Engelhard Gymnasium on the eve 
of Foxcroft’s 102nd Commence-
ment.

“There could be no better role 
model for teaching girls than [Su-
san Erba],” said McGehee. “Many 
Foxcroft girls have been empowered 
to pursue majors and careers in what 
are still male-dominated fields thanks 
to Mrs. Erba’s leadership and belief 
in them. All of her students have 
benefited from what her colleagues 
describe as her ‘infinite patience,’ 
her willingness to provide extra help 
outside of class at all hours, and her 
ability to explain a concept in differ-
ent ways to reach all learners.”

Erba, who holds statistics degrees 
from Hollins University and the 
Medical College of Virginia, came 
to Foxcroft in 1989 after teaching 

college for nearly 10 years. Since 
becoming Math Department Chair 
in 2007, she has teamed with col-
leagues in Math and Science to cre-
ate a cutting-edge STEM Program 
that engages girls with innovative, 
hands-on activities in and out of the 
classroom. Her greatest legacy is, 
perhaps, the wildly popular K2M 
STEM Summit, a fun, girls-only 
competition that draw some 175 girls 
from 20+ middle and high schools 
annually. 

A standout tennis player on youth 
and college circuits, Erba has also 
coached at Foxcroft, most recently 
leading the Varsity to a 34-7 record 
and two conference titles in the past 
three years. A woman of great in-
tegrity, she has taught her players 
exceptional sportsmanship and life 

lessons along with tennis skills and 
strategies.

McCarty, or “Nurse Yvette” as 
she is known to the girls who flock 
to her for comfort and counsel as 
well as for band-aids and bruises, has 
been at Foxcroft since 2007, when 
she moved from Colorado with her 
husband, Steve, an English and Eco-
nomics teacher at the School, and 
their son, Liam. 

“She makes sure that all students 
feel known and valued, and advo-
cates for their success in their aca-
demic, residential and extra-curricu-
lar activities,” said McGehee, noting 
that Miss Yvette’s care extends well 
beyond her stated responsibilities. 
“Yvette has been a mother away 
from home to countless students, a 
thoughtful colleague to her peers, 
and, yes, a nurse to all of us. With 
patience and genuine caring, she has 

Lockhart Service Award winner Yvette McCarty, RN, was 
surrounded by proud family members (left-right) Bethany and 
Daniel Stotler (brother), Steve McCart y (husband) and Cindy 
McCarty (mother) at the Awards ceremony.

tended to our colds, our bouts with 
flu, our cuts and bumps.

“It is with great pride and affec-
tion that I announce the recipient of 
the Jane Lockhart Service Award is 
Yvette McCarty,” she said.

The Lockhart Award was estab-
lished in 2012 by Foxcroft parents 
and students in appreciation of the 
dedication, commitment, and pas-
sion of Jane Lockhart, who is retir-
ing this year working at Foxcroft 
for 50 years. It honors a staff or 
faculty member who “exemplifies a 
personal commitment to and under-
standing of all of our students,” with 
an emphasis on all.

The Mary Louise Leipheimer 
Excellence in Teaching Award was 
established in 2014 by Foxcroft’s 
Board of Trustees to honor the retir-

ing Head of School who had spent 
40+ years at the School as teacher 
and administrator. It recognizes a 
classroom teacher with a tenure of 
at least three years who “connects 

with and challenges each student 
to develop her analytical ability, 
critical and independent thinking, 
communication skills and personal 
integrity.”

Yvette McCarty, RN, became the fifth winner of Foxcroft School’s 
Jane Lockhart Service Award, named after the lifelong Middleburg 
resident (pictured) who worked at the School for 50 years.

Susan Erba, with her son David, was recognized for her outstanding 
work and spirit with the Mary Louise Leipheimer Award for Excellence 
in Teaching at the Foxcroft School’s May 26 Awards Assembly.

Harry Hudnall Ware V 
graduates Woodberry Forest

Harry Hudnall Ware V 
graduated during the 
127th commencement 
exercises at Woodberry 

Forest School on May 28, 2016. 
Mr. Ware will attend the Univer-
sity of Colorado  Boulder.

He is the son of Mr. H. Hudnall 
Ware IV and Dr. and Mrs. Andrew 

R. Bishop of Middleburg, Virginia.
Founded in 1889, Woodberry 

Forest School is a highly selec-
tive boarding school in Madison 
County, Virginia, for 400 boys in 
grades nine through twelve from 
thirty states, the District of Colum-
bia, and seventeen other countries.
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Scout Day Camp 
Aldie/Middleburg Cub Scout Pack 1737

Hunt Country Pool Builders, inC.
Design/BuilD

sPas • Fountains • WaterFalls • Patios ~ 540.364.3609 • 540.272.0200

The National Capital Area Council  sponsored scout summer camp held at the Loudoun County Fair Ground

Foxcroft School’s Kathleen Forrest Receives 
ARMY ROTC Scholarship to Attend Bayor University

Kathleen Forrest, a 
Foxcroft School senior 
from Sperryville, VA, 
was presented recently 

(May 23)with a U.S. Army Re-
serve  Officers’ Training Corps 
(ROTC) Scholarship to attend 
Baylor University in the fall.

With Forrest’s parents, Vaughn 
and Diane, and the entire Foxcroft 
community looking on, Sgt. First 
Class George Welch from James 
Madison University’s ROTC pro-
gram, did the honors, presenting 
a certificate confirming her com-
mission and an oversized check 

for $168,384 – the value of the 
scholarship.

Sgt. Welch read the certificate 
which cited Forrest’s “meritori-
ous record” in academics, athlet-
ics and extra-curricular activities. 
Together with her “demonstration 
of exceptional leadership poten-

tial, as well as expressed desire 
to serve as an officer in the U.S. 
Army” the certificate said, Forrest 
had earned the generous honor.

A standout athlete, Forrest was 
captain and MVP of both the Vol-
leyball and Basketball teams as 
a senior, her third year of varsity 

play in each sport. She set record 
in both sports and helped the bas-
ketball team win the Delaney Ath-
letic Conference championship in 
her junior year. Forrest also served 
as co-editor of Foxcroft’s literary 
magazine, as a dormitory leader 
for two years and as an officer in 
the School’s esteemed Fox/Hound 
intramural athletic and spirit tradi-
tion.

Since its founding in 1916, the 
Army ROTC Program has provid-
ed leadership and military training 
at schools and universities across 
the country and has commissioned 
more than a half million  officers. 
It is the largest commissioning 
source in the American military. 
Women have been an integral part 
of Army   ROTC   since 1976 and 
currently constitute 20 percent of 
the more than 20,000 Cadets en-
rolled. 

Kathleen Forrest of Foxcroft 
School and Sperryville, VA 
receiving a ROTC Scholarship 
worth $168,000+ to attend 
Baylor University.
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Karen Rexrode

Quality time in my garden 
happens late in the eve-
ning, often after dark. 
I consider it exquisite, 

a special place filled with night 
flowering plants. Most are white, 
all are fragrant. It’s a heady ex-
perience.

For company I have little more 
than a few bats, flying high above 
my string lights, moths, the oc-
casional katydid and gray tree 
frogs. It’s a style of garden that 
I have repeated for many, many 
years. High summer is good, fall 
is even better. Sometimes I have 
music playing, sometimes I even 
dance.

I’ve come to rely on the Caro-
lina sphinx moth as a regular visi-
tor and evening companion. The 
garden is really designed to please 
them; nicotiana and tomato plants 
are there for their dining pleasure. 
In fact the night is gauged by how 
many adults are flying around. An 

extremely good night might have 
8, collecting nectar, zipping by 
just inches away. The movement 
of plants tells you they have ar-
rived, usually around 9:30 when 
days are long. They are large in 
size, especially when compared 
to other moths, but fast as fast 
can be.

Commonly known as the to-
mato hornworm, by day I find 
them eating the leaves of nico-
tiana, they prefer Nicotiana syl-
vestris (flowering tobacco) even 
more than tomato foliage. Re-
cently I found a sickly caterpillar, 
part of its body was black and it 
was clearly dying.   An unusual 
sight, the more common issue is 
the parasitic wasp that uses them 
as a host for their young, laying 
white eggs on their back. A bit of 
research revealed the problem, 
commonly known as black death 
or NPV; Nuclear Polyhedrosis Vi-
rus. As the virus spreads through 
their body, they actually liquefy. 
In death the virus is spread, so 

contagious that even the plant 
they were feeding on can spread 
it to others.

Both butterflies and moths 
have no immune system, so this 
sort of thing is 100% deadly. With 
more and more people raising 
monarchs, (and other butterflies), 
more attention has been dedicated 
to the virus. In order to stop its 
spread, the sick caterpillar should 
be removed, isolated to confirm 
the problem. Even the plant it was 
feeding on needs to be removed. 
In the garden the dead caterpillar 
should be burned, not composted.

A few of you, vegetable gar-
deners (I suspect), might think 
this is utterly ridiculous, nurtur-
ing tomato hornworms? I may, in 
fact, be the only person on this 
planet that cares so much for a 
big, fat, green caterpillar. But 
when it comes to night time in 
my enchanted place, I love their 
company.  

Tim Burch

While previously 
seen exclusively as 
a high-end luxury 
item, elevators are 

becoming a more popular feature 
in today’s homes. Perhaps due to 
the wave of baby boomers that are 
planning for their long-term needs 
and recent innovations that have 
made the technology more afford-
able, residential elevators are now 
seen as a practical solution to many 
home challenges. 

Benefits 
Homeowners who wish to age 

in place, have existing mobility 
issues, or will soon be caring for 
older parents, often think about 
adding on a ground-level master 
suite. However, if the added square 
footage isn’t otherwise necessary 
or if lot space is at a premium, then 
this option may be less than ideal.  
Instead, installing an elevator can 
be a great solution. Even if you 
do have the lot space, often times 
building up, rather than out, is less 
expensive. Installing a home eleva-
tor can actually be more economi-
cal in the long run, and may resolve 
the challenge within the existing 
footprint of the home. Many folks 
don’t anticipate how much they’ll 
actually use an elevator until after 
it’s installed. Transporting laundry, 
groceries, luggage, and seasonal 
storage items throughout multiple 
levels of the home are just a few of 
the ways they can help make life a 
little easier. 

Location, Location, Location 
When considering installing an 

elevator, a common homeowner 
question is “where should it go?” 
The answer is usually dictated by 
the configuration of the available 
space. Unless it’s new construction, 
the elevator will obviously need to 
be retrofitted into the existing de-
sign. A recent renovation in Arling-
ton involved carving out a corner 
space of the home, and framing the 
elevator within its envelope. If the 
current space does not lend itself 

to the installation, some homeown-
ers choose to build a small addi-
tion to create a dedicated space. A 
recently finished project in Chevy 
Chase bumped out an area of the 
existing envelope just large enough 
to incorporate a three-story eleva-
tor into the home. A stop on the 
outside allows the homeowner to 
easily access the backyard via the 
elevator. The new structure is per-
fectly blended to match the exterior 
of the home. 

Types of Elevators 
The allotted space will also de-

termine what type of elevator you 
can install, as different styles re-
quire a different amount and type 
of space for the mechanics. Hy-
draulic elevators typically provide 
the smoothest and quietest ride, but 
the 4’x4’ units do require a sepa-
rate machine room that is often lo-
cated at the lower level or garage. 
If space is limited, a winding-drum 
unit is a popular option as it is more 
flexible in terms of where the ma-
chinery is located and offers cabs 
as small as 2’x2’, about the size of 
a phone booth. While that size will 
not be able to fit a wheel chair, as 
the minimum cab size needs to be 3’ 
x 4’ to accommodate one, it would 
work well for someone with other 
mobility issues. Another common 
style is a counter-weighted chain 
drive elevator, which is a machine-
less room system where all drive 
equipment is contained under the 
finished ceiling in the shaft. This 
type of system is very energy ef-
ficient and is recommended if you 
are looking for one that is LEED 
certified. 

Adding the Bells and Whistles 
If you’re picturing an elevator 

in your home and it garners up im-
ages of drab office building or ster-
ile medical center elevators, think 
again. Whether your style is more 
traditional or sleek and contempo-
rary, you can find an assortment 
of materials and finishes that will 
reflect the rest of your home. Most 
homeowners choose the most pub-
lic space, such as the foyer or living 

room, and transition the flooring 
into the elevator. Other elements 
such as wallpaper, trim, chair rails, 
and wainscoting can be incorpo-
rated as well. Rich wood paneling 
exudes a warm look, and adding 
mirrors can make the interior space 
seem larger. The above mentioned 
Chevy Chase renovation has a 
stop on the main floor in the living 
room, which features an art gallery. 
The homeowner wanted the eleva-
tor to be as unobtrusive as possible, 
so the doors of the cab were made 
flush with the walls of the gallery. 
For added ambiance, consider in-
stalling a music system to pipe in 
your favorite tunes. 

If you would like to discuss an 
elevator solution for your home, 
please let us know. As experienced 
design build experts, BOWA’s pro-
fessionals can help you determine 
which type of elevator is right for 
your home. 

Tim Burch is Vice President of 
BOWA, an award-winning design 
build firm specializing in luxury 
renovations ranging from master 
suites and kitchens to whole-house 

remodels.  A Northern Virginia na-
tive, Tim focuses on clients in the 
Loudoun and Fauquier County 
areas providing them with his 25 
years of expertise in the design 
build construction industry. He is 
a third generation builder, certified 
remodeler, and instructor. Prior to 
joining BOWA, he was the Lead 
Project Manager of Construction 
for the Emmy Award winning con-
struction reality television show, 
Extreme Makeover Home Edition 
on  ABC Television. For more in-
formation on Tim and the BOWA 
team, visit www.bowa.com, or call 
703-734-9050. Have a question for 
Tim that you’d like to see covered 
in Middleburg Eccentric? Email 
him at AskBOWA@bowa.com. 

Pastimes

Tom Neel

Okay, so there’s a lot of 
crazy stuff going on 
in the world today and 
closer to home isn’t any 

better, especially in this election 
year. I’ll get to creativity in a sec-
ond.  I don’t care what side of the 
isle you’re on, watch either of the 
two Presidential candidates talk, 
and their faces, voices and ges-
tures are filled with anger.   Else-
where you find police shooting 
citizens, citizens shooting police, 
citizens shooting citizens, race is-
sues, protests and a bunch of fists 
in the air … and oh, you want to 
be creative?

So, do you let it all in and allow 
it to be a controlling part of your 
creative energy or do you shut it 
all out as best you can and derive 

your energy from a kinder source?  
Do you power your creativity with 
an agitative growl, gripping your 
brush, slamming the paint, crush-
ing the clay and banging the keys?  
Or do you shut it all out like the 
heat on a hot summer day, chill-
ing with some tunes, and relaxing 
with your chosen form of self ex-
pression?  

Maybe you just shut down 
and wait for the world of twisted 
deeds to blow over, telling your-
self it will all eventually be better.  
That a new day will come, when 
the birds sing, the roses bloom 
and calm fills the air.   I person-
ally can’t imagine ever turning 
my creativity off.   Frankly, that 
would only make me angry and be 
like trying to plug a dike with my 
finger anyhow.    The dam would 
eventually break within and I’d 

flood my surroundings with anger. 
I’d be just joining the A club.

Anger is an emotion.   Hell, 
some amazing art has been created 
out of anger and man’s aggressive 
behavior, but much, especially re-
cently, has been destroyed too.   I 
personally have never been one to 
thrive on angered creativity and to 
be completely honest, I’ve said it 
proudly that creativity has been 
my salvation. Without it I would 
have imploded if not exploded 
first. 

So are anger and creativity 
strange bedfellows?   Some stud-
ies in the Journal of Experimental 
Social Psychology seem to indi-
cate a bit of this.   Highlights of 
one of these articles [Nov. 2010] 
comparing angry and sad people 
indicates:

•	 Anger leads to a less sys-

tematic and structured ap-
proach to creativity tasks 
than sadness. 

•	 Anger leads to initially 
higher levels of creativity 
than sadness. 

•	 Anger more than sadness 
depletes resources. 

•	 Creative performance de-
clines over time more for 
angry than for sad people.  

Okay, so don’t get sad, get an-
gry?   Yet another study seems to 
say, “They asserted that angry 
feedback increases task engage-
ment leading to an increased pro-
duction of ideas, which in turn 
increases the likelihood of gen-
erating a good idea…”   Further 
noting, “… that some reputable 

scientists and artists were angry 
people and that some great sci-
entific discoveries have stemmed 
from intense rivalries between 
“competing laboratories, with 
their academic directors driven by 
distrust, anger and frustration”

So listen, studies aside, here’s 
my personal view.  I’ve been cre-
ative all of my life, the last three 
decades as an artist. My parents 
divorced when I was young, back 
at a time when most couples lived 
“unhappily” ever after.   I had the 
only divorced parents in gradu-
ating class of 600, but trust me, 
there were plenty of unhappy and 
angry parents to be found.  Added 
to this dysfunctional upbringing, 
my father passed away when I was 
22.  So look, there has been plenty 
to be sad and angry about.   BUT, 
it was creativity that leveled it all 
out.   The more creative I am, the 
happier I am and that is a fact.

There are many people that 
might loose a loved one and be-
come sad, and that sadness turns 
to anger and they become cre-
atively raged in disbelief, sorrow 
and maybe even guilt.   I’ve seen 
a fair amount of this art and un-
fortunately some of it in judging 
many high school age art shows 
and competitions.   Is it good art?  
Well, lets first ask if it’s therapeu-
tic?  Yes it is and therefore, man-
aged properly it can have a good 
purpose even if the art itself is not 
good. But, for those of you news 
stressed artists who feel the daily 
battering will help your creativ-
ity, or that creativity will help you 
handle it, please just do your best 
to tune out the news and tune in 
yourself.   By the way, that goes 
for me too!

Live An Artful Life, Tom

The Artist’s Perspective

A Caterpillar Virus
The Plant Lady

Take Your Home to the Next Level
Ask a Remodeler
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Dr. Robert Gallegos and his team express their 
gratitude to Dr. Jackson for his passion for dentistry
and the commitment he has made to our community.

In recognition of Dr. Jackson’s 44 years of excellence 
in dentistry, we are proud to carry the torch and 
continue the legacy he began.

Dr. Gallegos and everyone at Middleburg Smiles
is committed to continuing the tradition of 
providing exceptional, personalized care. Dr. Ronald Jackson Dr. Robert A. Gallegos

is Congratulating Dr. Jackson on his Retirement
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LO N G & FO S T E R  
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Information deemed reliable,  
but not guaranteed. 

 

Historic  
Restored Mill 

 
$375,000  

 

CL9553786 
 

Plus, 3BR/3BA  
Miller’s Home  

(not shown) 
 

$375,000 
 

CL9553840 
 

Owner Financing Available! Locke’s Mill is a completely restored and fully operational grist 
mill. Wooden gears for the mill were custom made and designed by a famous millwright. 
French mill stones, weighing one ton, are used to grind corn, wheat and rye for local distiller-
ies. Untapped growth potential, plus terrific unique semi-retirement agri-business opportunity.   

Circa 1876 Grist Mill & Waterfront Home! 

Welcome home, to 18815 Silcott Springs Road! The circa 1931 renovated and improved 
farm-home features a first floor master suite, gourmet kitchen, breakfast room, four large 
bedrooms upstairs, a spacious patio and front and rear porches, a full walk-out basement and 
full walk-up attic. Detached garage and workshop on a beautiful lot. FIOS Internet and TV. 

Lovely Historic Purcellville Home! 

Beautiful Clarke County, on Shenandoah River!     YouTube:  https://youtu.be/2g0jW5uyz9g 

MLS# LO9599374           Great Value priced at $545,000  
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Brandy Greenwell

As I type this, I am prep-
ping for my summer 
vacation.   Laundry is 
laundering, suitcases 

are filling, the car is gassed, and 
I can’t wait to escape with my 

husband for a week of blissful 
beaches, umbrella drinks and zero 
responsibility.   Sounds perfect, 
right?  In reality, every family va-
cation has a Griswold moment or 
two that imprint your memories.   
What are your favorite vacation 
moments?

 One of my first holiday mem-
ories was a trip to Scotland with 
my grandmother, mother, brother, 
aunt and two cousins.   We rented 
a big white van and drove from 
one side of the country to the oth-
er, even getting the token flat tire 
in the Highland Hills with no help 
in sight.  A fashionista even at age 
6, I had to stop at all the kilt shops 
to look for the Gordon or Lind-
say tartans and could tell all their 
variations by sight.   In between 
kilt shops, castle ruins and heath-
er fields, my cousin and I belted 
“The Rainbow Connection” on 
repeat from the last row of the 
conversion van with the steering 
wheel on the wrong side. My oth-
er cousin, unfortunately, got the 
chicken pox on the trip and was 
quarantined to the hotel rooms at 
night.   One night, in particular, 
my grandmother ordered room 
service and unbeknownst to her, 
under one of the plate warmers 
was a dish made of cow’s tongue.  
My already sick cousin started 
gagging and panicking while my 
grandmother, not knowing how to 
fix the hysterical situation, flushed 
the tongue down the toilet to calm 

the scene.  After that drama, I end-
ed up wandering downstairs, and 
through the bar, in my homemade 
flannel nighty trying to find my 
family who had just returned from 
a bagpipe concert.   Some things 
never change, though now I don’t 
wear flannel nightgowns to bars.

  The last “family” vacation 
before my brother went to col-
lege was a camping trip to Bar 
Harbor, Maine.   It was the “we 
are all going to get along come 
hell or high water” trip with two 
teenagers that made a sport out of 
scratching each other’s eyes out.  
We drove from Virginia all the 
way to Maine with no more than 
36 words spoken the entire time.  
My parents slept in the tent, I am 
not sure where my brother slept, 
but I slept in the back seat of the 
jeep with headphones on and arms 
folded in true teen angst fashion.  I 
wish I could re-live that trip now 
through different eyes.

 In between 8th and 9th grades, 
I went on a school trip to Nice to 
study French.  It was an incredible 
opportunity in paradise.  Being 13 
going on 30, my classmates and 
I decided to see if we could buy 

beer as we figured we “looked” 
the legal drinking age.   When I 
look at photos of that trip and see 
that I still had teeth that hadn’t 
come in, I wonder what the clerk 
was thinking selling a four-pack 
of Heineken to children, but it was 
one of the most deviant and liber-
ating moments of my youth.  The 
funny thing was we all hated it 
and poured it down the sink when 
we took turns in the bathroom be-
cause, you know, beer makes you 
have to pee.   We played drunk 
as not to let the others think we 
were uncool and giggled the night 
away. 

Wherever you go this summer, 
cherish and enjoy every second.  
They really are memories to last a 
lifetime.  Bon Voyage!

Pastimes
Vacation, Greenwell Style
Sincerely me

Kay Colgan
Certified Fitness Professional

 Every day someone tells 
me their neck is stiff and 
sore.   They blame it on 
their pillows or the way 

they sleep.   Some blame it on 
whatever exercise program they 
are doing.   But could the culprit 
be the result of our smart tech 
gadgets?

The offender could be our 
smart phones.   Most of us seem 
to bring our head forward and 
look down while texting or using 
our devices.   This believe it or 
not adds a whopping 30 pounds 
of pressure to our already over-
taxed muscles in our neck and 
cervical spine.   To add to all of 
this, our spine can be pulled out 
of alignment.  Ouch! For us in the 
middle age of life, we are more 

likely to strain our necks by con-
stantly looking down.  However, 
younger people might not notice 
any difference for a while, but 
the constant looking down can 
create a posture such as forward 
head syndrome. Forward head 
syndrome is known to cause neck 
pain and create alignment issues 
with the cervical vertebra.     So, 
a decade of looking down can 
actually change your alignment 
and cause intense pain.     When 
researching for this column, I 
found out that there is a diagno-
sis called text neck.     Millions 
of people every day are looking 
down texting, and surfing.  Quite 
a few are going to their doctors 
with neck pain.   Little do they 
know that little device they hold 
in their hands could be what is 
causing all their discomfort.

The intent of this column is 

not to get you to quit technol-
ogy, but rather hold it differently.    
Hold the phone up and keep your 
spine in alignment when texting.  
Use Siri to text.   Take breaks 
away from your phone or tablet 
and stretch.   Take time to add 
an exercise that strengthens the 
neck.  Establish good posture by 
strengthening your back exten-
sors, rhomboids and latissimus 
dorsi muscles.   This will in turn 
support your neck.   Stretching 
the upper trapezius and strength-
ening the mid and lower traps 
will further add to a program to 
alleviate neck discomfort from 
using smart devices.     Finally, 
give yourself a break from the 
phones and meet your friend for 
a cup of coffee.   Your neck will 
thank you. 

Obviously, all neck pain is not 
caused by   smart devices.   Al-

ways have your physician give 
you a proper diagnosis when 
experiencing any pain at all.     If 
your devices are causing your 
pain, try to use them differently, 
so your neck is not compromised.  
Changing the way devices are 
used can lead to a welcome relief 

of discomfort. 
For more information about 

health and fitness, please contact 
Kay Colgan, at   Middleburg pi-
lates and personal training, 14 S. 
Madison Street, Middleburg, Vir-
ginia or call 540-687-6995. 

Jumpers
2016

at GREAT MEADOW

WHAT ARE YOU DOING  
FRIDAY NIGHT?

MAY 27. JUNE 24 . JULY 29 . AUGUST 12
RAIN DATES ARE THE SUNDAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Gates open at 6:30
$30/carload

Featuring 
7PM - $500 Child/Adult Classic

8:30PM - $5,000 Mini Prix
Tailgating, VIP Boxes, Bonfire Pit,  

DJ & Dancing until late!

5089 OLD TAVERN ROAD • THE PLAINS, VA 20198 
EquestrianFoundation.org • 540-454-6673 • Find us on Facebook!

Presented by the High Performance Equestrian Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization.

PHOTO AND DESIGN © CALLIE BROADDUS

Are you suffering from tech neck?
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Pastimes
Albert’s Corner
A monthly column for people 
who share Their homes 
with four-legged friends

Albert P. Clark

Most dogs aren’t exact-
ly interested in learn-
ing about medicine. 
They don’t like taking 

pills, and they avoid them if pos-
sible. They assume the vet knows 
best, and that’s where their curi-
osity ends. I suppose that’s okay. 
Dogs don’t have high educational 
aspirations, after all. It’s really 
scary, however, when our people 
aren’t interested in our medica-
tions. That’s when things can get 
a little fur-raising.

Let me say up front that I have 
tremendous respect for veterinar-
ians. The ones I’ve known have 
literally saved lives in my family. 
As with human doctors, however, 
animal doctors are fallible. Phar-
macists are fallible. Pet owners 
are fallible. That’s why it’s im-
portant to understand and manage 
the drugs your pet takes through-
out his or her life. 

Among the most common pre-
scriptions for dogs are antibiotics 
for infections, NSAIDs for pain 
and inflammation, opioids for 
pain, steroids for allergies and 
immune system suppression, and 
antiparasitics for fleas and ticks. 
Other frequently prescribed drugs 
include those that modify behav-
ior, regulate hormones, address 
heart problems, and treat tumors. 
We are lucky to have an arsenal of 
options to keep us healthy. 

As with all drugs, though, 
there are benefits and risks. Ev-
ery medication we take has the 
potential to cause harm. That re-
ality has been lost to a society in 
which drugs are the go-to solu-
tion for whatever ails most peo-
ple. It’s often easier to pop a pill 
than change a diet, start an exer-
cise regime, or get to the heart of 
a psychological issue. Too many 
doctors dole out antibiotics with 
abandon, and too many people let 
them. These problems are just as 
true for animals as they are for 
people. The difference is that the 
people are making medical de-

cisions for us. We don’t have a 
choice.

So what kind of role can you 
take in managing your pet’s med-
ications? First and foremost, tell 
your vet about everything your 
pet takes and has taken, includ-
ing supplements and vitamins. 
You can also prioritize preven-
tion before treatment becomes 
necessary. This means insuring 
high quality nutrition, providing 
regular opportunities for exercise, 
and reducing stress. When phar-
maceuticals are necessary, tightly 
regulate who dispenses them and 
when. Store pet meds separately 
from people meds. Never substi-
tute a human drug for a veterinary 
one. Do not give drugs intended 
for one animal to another without 
a vet’s approval. And finally, al-
ways follow dosing instructions 
very carefully.

Failing to monitor and man-
age your pet’s drugs can have 
dire consequences. NSAIDs, for 
instance, seem innocuous, espe-
cially because people may know 
them as Bayer, Advil, and Aleve 
in their own medicine cabinets. 
NSAIDs are powerful drugs, 
however, that can cause serious 
kidney, liver, and digestive prob-
lems (for pets and people). Like-
wise, steroids might seem like 
the perfect answer, but they can 
also set up the perfect storm. Sup-
pressing a dog’s immune system, 
while potentially necessary, can 
increase the likelihood of infec-
tions and secondary diseases, as 
well as a host of distressing side 
effects. 

In keeping us healthy, as with 
all aspects of pet parenting, peo-
ple have to be our advocates. 
Don’t be afraid to speak up or get 
a second opinion if you’re con-
cerned about overmedicating us. 
Do your research and understand 
the benefits and risks of what the 
vet prescribes. And by all means, 
if you do have to give us a pill, al-
ways remember to hide it in a big 
chunk of banana. That’s not an of-
ficial recommendation, of course. 
But it’s a personal must!

Terry Sharrer

Would you like to see 
how the da Vinci sur-
gical robot works?  If 
so, Google “YouTube 

da Vinci suturing a grape.”  With re-
markable dexterity, the task is done 
inside a bottle.

Today, surgical robots perform 
relatively “simple” procedures like 
mitral valve repairs to “heroic” 
resections, are suited to kidney 
transplants, and particularly apt for 
newborn and children.  Recent in-
novations in surgical robotics in-
clude improving touch sensitivity, 
and magnetic resonance guided pro-
cedures in the brain, but the idea of 
an autonomous machine is not far-
fetched.  

In one clinical experiment, ar-
tificial intelligence provided guid-
ance for unassisted robotic surgery 
to ablate arrhythmia-causing heart 
muscle.  This was one of ten thou-
sand procedures the machine could 
carry out on its own. 

Remarkable as surgical robots 
are, there’s another genre—micro-
bots and nanobots—which bring to 
mind the 1966 sci-fi movie “Fantas-
tic Voyage.”  

In that film, a microscopic subma-

rine swims through the blood stream, 
intending to break up a blood clot in 
a Soviet scientist’s brain.  It faces a 
number of problems in its propul-
sion, positioning, means of dissolv-
ing the clot, clearing the debris, and 
exiting the body.  These are the same 
issues now facing MEMS (micro-
electrical-mechanical systems) and 
nanotechnology engineers as they 
envision doing the same thing, along 
with targeting tumors in areas of 
the brain which are surgically inac-
cessible, alleviating hydrocephalus, 
clearing arteriosclerotic plaque from 
artery walls and other applications.

Design considerations begin 
with a choice between wired or au-
tonomous robots.  Wired machines 
resemble laparoscopic devices that 
are now inserted through the femoral 
artery and “snaked” into the heart.  
Conceivably, the control wire could 
include a tube for evacuating plaque 
or clot debris in the cardiovascu-
lar system.  Autonomous machines 
raise a higher magnitude of consid-
erations, especially for working deep 
inside the brain, though engineering 
choices already exist.  

Tiny electric motors are capable 
of turning a propeller; piezoelectric 
membranes can generate ultrasound 
positioning signals; a pulsed laser 

diode could sense tumor tissue lo-
cation; laser diode, ultrasound, or 
infrared heating can ablate tumors; 
magnetic induction from outside the 
body can provide power; and a small 
incision could retrieve the bot after 
its work was done.  Short of clearing 
a brain tumor in this way, breaking 
up gallstones or kidney stones are 
possible early steps. 

While this concept remains on 
the edge of science fiction, reality 
is looking ever more possible. Re-
searchers at the Nano Robotics Lab 
of the Ecole Polytechnic de Montreal 
designed a microcarrier for drug de-
livery and used an MRI machine to 
move the device into rabbit livers.  

Researchers in Germany have 
made microtube carrier of titanium 
and platinum, also MRI guided and 
capable of drug delivery, but with 
added propulsion from onboard hy-
drogen peroxide reacting with the 
platinum to produce a force of mi-
crobubbles.  Drexel University bio-
engineers are experimenting with 
iron oxide beads rotating in a spin-
ning magnetic field with an attached 
micro drill head for clot busting. 

According to one of these scien-
tists, “. . . . a real-life fantastic voy-
age is just beginning.”

Not Your Typical Robots
iMed

Steve Chase

After a rainy May, we finally 
got up over 90 degrees to-
day.  We cooled off in Uni-
son at a neighbors’ house, 

where we watched the Belmont, 
and drank some handmade mojitos.  
With the summer solstice come out-
door parties, where a soundtrack is 
a necessary part of any gathering.  
So far in 2016, a number of fine al-
bums have been released, so here is 
a summer six-pack of music for you 
to consider for your next backyard 
BBQ.  You can hear my Spotify play-
list at http://tinyurl.com/zrtxmmd, 
and you can find this music at a va-
riety of online sources, like iTunes, 
Amazon, or Spotify.

Safety in Numbers—Umphrey’s 
McGee.  Originally released in 2006, 
my favorite band put out a ten-year 
anniversary release of the great 
Safety in Numbers this year, with the 
addition of a couple of bonus tunes.  
This heartfelt set of songs runs the 
gambit of UM style, from the hard 
rocking “Ocean Billy”, to the heart-
felt “The Weight Around”; the rock 
ballad “Passing”, to the bittersweet 
acoustic version of “Divisions”.  
This is amazing stuff that deserves a 
listen--all from a band most people 
have never heard of, despite their 
100+ shows around the country each 
year.  Playlist Pick: Divisions

Emily’s D+Evolution—Esper-
anza Spaulding.  Over the past few 
decades, Joni Mitchell has released 
a series of albums featuring collabo-
rations with Jazz greats like Jaco 
Pastorius, Wayne Shorter, Herbie 
Hancock, and Pat Metheny. Bassist 
and vocalist Esperanza Spaulding’s 
represents the next evolutionary step 
from those Mitchell albums.  It is a 
remarkable and complex combina-
tion of sublime vocals, jazz-rock in-
strumental passages, and progressive 
rock power arrangements.  All I can 
say is, wow.  Produced by Spaulding 
and Tony Visconti, who produced 
David Bowie, this set is a rare treat 
that is destined to be a classic, and 
one of the best new albums of 2016.  
Playlist pick:  Earth to Heaven. 

The L&G Tapes LIVE —The 
Infamous Stringdusters.  While clas-
sified as a country group, I would put 
this band right in the middle of the 
21st century “jamgrass” movement.  
They host a great small music festi-
val in October called, The Festy, on 
a farm in Nelson County, VA. The 
L&G Tapes LIVE gives you a good 
taste of how brilliant this band is 

when they are onstage—high energy 
renditions of pop, bluegrass and rock 
tunes, all within the aesthetic of a 
bluegrass band.  Their interpretation 
of “Jefferson Airplane” is rockin’. 
These guys have gone far, and you’ll 
feel better after listening to them.  
Playlist pick: Scarlet Begonias.

Culcha Vulcha—Snarky Puppy.  
I get this text from an old musician 
friend.  “Check out these cats”, he 
said.  So I did, and I wasn’t sure 
what I was listening to at first, it 
was so fresh…who were these guys?  
Snarky Puppy is made up of eighteen 
or so talented musicians from North 
Texas State that is making big waves 
in the jazz world today. Their fusion 
of styles and ensemble playing is 
something I thought had ended thirty 
years ago.  The record is powerful in 
its creativity and orchestration, and 
critics are giving it five stars, a pretty 
rare grade despite the high quality of 
today’s music.  It’s a big band that 
doesn’t sound like one.  Playlist pick:  
The Simple Life.      

Red Rocks Amphitheater, Mor-
rison, CO  7-12-78—The Grateful 
Dead.  There are a lot of Dead re-
cordings out there.  The band encour-
aged taping, and people have spent 
lifetimes collecting and even remas-
tering various live recordings.  You 
can find hundreds of shows for free 
at bt.etree.org and archive.org.  The 
band’s archivist recently released a 
show from the 1978 Red Rocks run 
that some consider to be reflective 
of their best work.  Some of my fa-
vorite tunes include, “Wharf Rat”, 
“Eyes of the World”, and “Estimated 
Prophet”.  The Dead enhances any 
party, and this recording supports 
that premise.  Play it loud.  Playlist 
pick: Wharf Rat. 

Spacedust & Ocean Views —
Anders Osborne.  I saw Anders Os-
borne a couple years back and I was 
hooked.  He has released a slew of 
albums, most of which reflect the 
impact that his adopted hometown, 
New Orleans, has had on his rock 
vernacular.  His hard rock guitar 
playing will light you up; his acous-
tic ballads make you cry.  This time, 
he has created a great soundtrack for 
your summer in the Piedmont.  Blue-
sy hooks and a touch of R&B direct 
this set, although Osborne’s rock-
ing is never far away. Listen to this 
album and then explore his catalog; 
Anders pulls in anyone who listens. 
Playlist pick: Big Talk.

Steve Chase lives in Unison and 
tries not to play the music too loud.  

July 2016 
In Unison 
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5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Fence Painting and Repair

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 

 

Middleburg Humane Foundation 
admin@middleburghumane.org (540) 364-3272  

www.middleburghumane.org 

Erica is a small 18 year old welsh cross who 
was saved from a neglectful situation. We know 
that she was ridden by children years ago but 
hasn't been in some time so likely could use a 
refresher course. Erica will require an experi-
enced handler but has tons of potential & is a flashy mover! 

Poor Louise came to us originally 
a few years ago as a young,    
pregnant dog living in deplorable 
conditions. She's wonderfully 

sweet & gentle with people of all ages & is more 
than ready to find her forever home where she 
can be the couch potato she longs to be! Louise 
will need a home where she is the only animal.  

Tootles is a special little 
kitty! She is shaped differently 
than other cats because her 
spine is twisted & she always 
has her head tilted to the side. Although she 
looks unusual, she is healthy & will likely live a 
normal lifespan if she is kept indoors. Tootles is 
a spunky little kitty! You won't find a braver or 
fiercer little tiger anywhere. Tootles is not a 
fan of dogs & would rather live with cats. 

Harry is a lovely 14 year old 
Paint/draft gelding who nar-
rowly avoided being sent to a 
slaughter plant in Canada, 

but through a serendipitous series of events, 
came to MHF instead! He is a very gentle, quiet 
gelding. Although we do not know his history 
under saddle, he has beautiful ground manners,  
is very easy to handle, & is a genuinely nice guy!  

Marty is a sweet young guy who was found 
as a stray & brought to us by a good Samari-
tan, so we don't know anything about his 
background or where he came from! He seems 

to love people & other dogs, but isn't so fond of kitties. 

Jasmine is a 25 year old small welsh pony 
cross who came to us from a neglectful     
situation along with 2 other ponies & 14     
rabbits! We know that she was ridden by  
children some years ago but hasn't been in 
some time so likely could use a refresher 
course. Jasmine is sound & easy to handle.  

We have many wonderful, healthy     
kittens & cats looking for homes! 
There are all different ages & colors. 
Ask about our Buddy Program: 2 for the 
price   of 1! Help keep friends together!!!  

Baxter is a lovely, well behaved, older beagle who 
has a heart of gold. He gets along with other dogs 
but likes to chase kitties. He has all the wonderful 
qualities of an older dog, but don't let his age fool 
you, he still has plenty of spunk & a very sweet 

temperament. He is one of the nicest dogs we've ever had at 
the shelter & desperately wants to find his forever home. 

Mopsy is an incredibly friendly cat who needs 
a special home. She is FIV positive. Cats with 
FIV can have long lives & be very comfortable, 
but the virus is transmissible to other cats. Mopsy is looking 
for a home where there are no other cats, or where the other 
cats in the home are already FIV positive. She is affectionate 
with people & has good social skills with other cats.  

Sorcha is a beautiful young 
iguana. She has been very  
docile & friendly to people.  

Dixie is a sweet, mellow mare who 
found refuge with us after living in 
poor conditions. She gets along 
with other horses, is sound & ride-

able! Previously she was used in the Madeira 
School's summer camp. She is a honest real 
lovable horse in need of a forever home. She is 
about 10 years old & only has one eye, but does 
not act any different than horses with both.  

Celebrate the end of summer with an event for 
dogs & their people! While you enjoy great wine 
& a fantastic atmosphere, your furry friend will 
be pampered with gourmet dog treats & flavored 
water provided by Wylie Wagg of Middleburg. 
Featured this day only in the tasting room –       
a bonus pour of the 50 West Petit Manseng. 
 

Ruff & Ready Rules: 
All dogs must be on a leash & monitored at all times. 
Each guest is responsible for picking up after their dog. 
There is a (2) dog max per attendee. 
Each dog must have a current rabies vaccination. 

Dog Days of Summer 
Hosted by Sunset Hills Vineyard 

Saturday, August 27th   11am – 6:30pm 
Purcellville, VA      Open & Free to Public  

A portion of wine-a-ritas proceeds will be donated to MHF 

Friends for Life AURORA
SERVICES, INC.

Great things are done when men and mountains meet...William Blake

Services offered to 
residential and commercial clients

540-216-7444
www.auroraservicesinc.com

Serving the entire metropolitan area since 1995
Class A Electrical Contractor — VA & MD

•  Custom iron gate and 
     automatic system design
•  Equipment & system sales 
•  Service & maintenance

nancykleck@aol.com 

(859) 707-0805 

Pet Portraits 

Nancy Milburn Kleck 

Round Hill, Va 

EquineSportingArt.com “Kinross” 
Loudoun Fairfax Hunt Foxhound 

BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS!
3 EXCITING  POLO MATCHES • WINE TASTINGS
LIVE DJ & DANCING • GIANT TUG ‘O WAR 
$35 PRESALE ONLINE • $40 AT THE GATE
GATES OPEN AT 5:30PM • FIRST MATCH AT 6PM
WWW.GREATMEADOW.ORG FOR MORE INFO 

5089 OLD TAVERN ROAD, THE PLAINS, VIRGINIA 20198 • (540) 253-5000

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT • MAY 14 - SEPT. 17 
(EXCLUDING JULY 2ND & JULY 9TH)

PRESENTED BY

Services include:
• Routine exams & vaccines • Digital x-rays
• Full in-house lab suite • Surgical procedures
• Hospice and end-of-life care • Dental needs           
under anesthesia • Emergencies and hospitaliza-
tion• And more…

Unique full-service mobile veterinary hospital 
is convenient for people with busy lives, 

multiple pets or have mobility limitations. 

Jonathan Reiss, DVM ° Reiss Mobile Vet
540-454-5400

AC ENERGY SOLUTIONS
Sustainable Energy Solutions

High performance Low E window film is a cost effective alternative to window replacement. It has 
exceptional clarity and is not visible once applied. •RETAINS 41% MORE HEAT IN WINTER•REJECTS 52% OF TOTAL SOLAR ENERGY IN SUMMER• REJECTS 99.9% OF UV RAYS•LIFETIME WARRANTY 540-253-5402

www.acglasstinting.com

INTRODUCING!
Year-round comfort and energy savings

Advertising Deadline
Aug. 11th  

for 
Aug. 25th Issue

540.687.3200 540-454-5400 • reissmobilevet@gmail.com
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Jim Morgan

Well, it’s been a whole month 
now and a great deal has happened 
since the Brits voted themselves 
out of the European Union.  Terror-
ist attacks are on the rise here and 
abroad.  Hillary has escaped punish-
ment for her serious misdeeds … 
again.  Our presidential campaign 
has turned into a ridiculous and em-
barrassing farce.  There are lots of 
bad things happening.

But one much-predicted bad 
thing has not happened.  The sky 
hasn’t fallen as the “Bremains” and 
their globalist buddies breathlessly 
assured us it would.  The impact of 
the British vote to leave the Euro-
pean Union has been about as di-
sastrous as Y2K.  Remember that?  
The sky was going to fall then too, 
but it didn’t.  It now seems that Brit-

ain and Europe will get through the 
dreaded “Brexit” with nothing much 
affected in the long run.  

And why not?  Britain will still 
want to trade with Europe and vice 
versa.  There’s nothing the Brits can 
do in the EU that they can’t do out 
of the EU.

True, the Dow lost 600 points the 
day after the vote and oh how liber-
als weeped and gnashed their teeth! 
Civilization as we know it is about 
to end, they cried.  Oh, the human-
ity!  But, guess what!  By the sec-
ond week of July, the Dow not only 
gained back those losses, it even 
reached record highs.  Astonishing-
ly, the sky has not fallen.  Perhaps 
the “Brexits” were onto something. 

Liberals say that the British vote 
was all about racism but they say 
that about everything they don’t 
like anyway.  In fact, it was about 

maintaining principles of self-gov-
ernment; principles which clearly 
are threatened by the EU’s stupid 
immigration policies as well as its 
absurd little rules about things as 
meaningless as the proper curvature 
of bananas.  No, I’m not kidding.  
EU bureaucrats actually regulate, 
as a matter of important economic 
policy, how much bananas should 
curve.  

As for the immigration problems, 
Britons recognize that Muslims too 
often either can’t or won’t integrate 
themselves into their adopted coun-
tries.  Germans, Swedes, and others 
have also finally recognized this.  
Rotherham should have made the 
point.  If it didn’t, then events in 
Nice on Bastille Day certainly did.  
The terrorist murders in Nice are a 
big, bold exclamation point to the 
argument that nations need to con-

trol their own borders, something 
the EU firmly opposes.  Well, the 
Brits quite sensibly voted to regain 
control of their own borders and, 
therefore, of their own country.  

In fact, America should follow 
the mother country’s lead and get 
out of the United Nations for the 
same reasons of national sover-
eignty that led the Brits to get out 
of the EU.

Brexit or not, your humble cor-
respondent has long believed that 
we should quit the UN (and kick 
the UN out of the US). If it manages 
to survive without us, let it do so 
elsewhere. And if it dies as a result 
of our departure, all the better. The 
UN is a corrupt, bloated, dictator-
ship-loving bureaucracy (like the 
EU only more so) and it no longer 
serves any useful purpose, even as-
suming that it ever did. 

Yes, talking is better than fight-
ing.  But in this age of instant com-
munications and very fast travel, 
we don’t need the UN for that.  We 
Americans should ask ourselves, 
what do we do in the UN that we 
couldn’t do more efficiently and less 
expensively out of the UN?  

If there must be something like 
the UN, why not a “United Free Na-
tions.” Drop the dictators and the 
dead weight. Then start over with 
what is generally called the Anglo-
sphere (US, UK, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand) and add a few other 
countries that can be, and actually 
want to be, useful instead of para-
sitic. But however nations might or-
ganize in a post-UN world, let’s first 
get there. The British have shown us 
the way with Brexit.  Rule Brittania!

Jerry Van Voorhis
Chandler Van Voorhis

The future of America depends upon 
sound citizenship.  Unfortunately, we 
are in a bad situation right now.  The top 
doesn’t honor its citizen trust very well, 
and large elements of the population 
don’t buy into our citizen ethic well.

The political elite of the nation is re-
ally not very tied to citizenship as a stan-
dard of accountability.  And too many 
Americans have pulled away from their 
responsibilities as taxpayers and voters.  
Both hurt the prospects for our democ-
racy.  

Yet, just as The Public Square feels 
the leadership of the country is failing, 

we must try and grasp the pressures on 
the people that are diluting our demo-
cratic citizen ethic today.

Tearing at the fabric of our citizenship 
is the loss of our roots.  Among them are 
the family, parenting and job structure.  
Beyond this, a once rigorous education 
system has gone too soft.  We’ve also 
have seen the believed ethics of church 
and community crumble badly in our 
time.  

The pride and sweep of American 
history and our national story, once re-
vered and part of every citizen’s heart, is 
also now too debunked.  And finally, the 
lure of consumerism as the source of all 
future abundance has taken its cumula-
tive toll on the American spirit.

So where are we?  The dilution of 
the citizen model over the last 50 years 
is partly due to the increased pace and 
complexity of society.  Our ability eas-
ily to find, discover, educate, and buy 
into a demonstratively cohesive sense of 
expected citizenship has become harder.

Four factors work against having a 
constantly unified citizenry.  One is the 
changing job economy.  A second is the 
force of technology.  A third is govern-
ment.  A fourth is globalization.

First, the job market badly splinters 
our citizen world.  Most Americans have 
two adults working, at times doing two, 
sometimes three - even four - jobs.  Re-
gardless of social makeup, family sta-
bility takes a hit.  The cost of living for 

people puts added pressure on making 
ends meet.  

With children themselves very tightly 
scheduled. -  in school, after school with 
homework, on the sports field, and with 
community service - there is no family 
down time any more.  The commuting 
distances for parents meanwhile are 
much steadily longer, and traffic conges-
tion steadily higher.  This erodes life’s 
very day-to-day balances for people.

In addition, technology shatters 
the citizen fabric today.  The computer 
screen has replaced America’s front 
porch.  The cell phone cuts into conver-
sation between people - in the home, at 
restaurants, in elevators, everywhere 
now.  The Internet amounts meanwhile 

to a mere extension of one’s will.  Un-
like books and movies, it curtails engage-
ment with other people, traditions, and 
thought.  

Because the daily newspaper also is 
a thing of the past, there are no common 
workforce moments shared every morn-
ing.  Many Americans want to be con-
nected, but not negotiate with the world 
any more.  And so technology expands 
information, but hurts communication.  
Our devices find people for us, but in the 
end also isolates people.

Then, third, there’s government.  In-
creasingly our democracy is an admin-
istrative state.  By administering things 
- many having little point - government 

Editors Desk
The Unfinished Work

On July 14, 2016 the 
Middleburg Town Council held 
its regular monthly meeting.   It 
was celebratory.  Quiet.  Sparse at-
tended. Even Boring. Small Town 
Democracy at work.   A treasure 
beyond treasures.

Celebratory:  Gary Clemens the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court admin-
istered the oath of office to Mayor 
Mayor Betsy Davis and to two new 
members of the Middleburg Town 
Council:   Kevin Daly and Philip 
Miller.

Quiet:   Police Chief A. J. 

Panebianco made his regular 
monthly report. His badge ap-
peared cut in half by a black ribbon 
of mourning.   His small force, he 
said, didn’t “police” our communi-
ty.  They were part of it, protected 
it, and loved it as much as anyone.

Council then did its best to 
honor outgoing Councilmembers 
Trowbridge Littleton, Bundles 
Murdock & Erik Scheps as best 
they could, with best wishes and 
unanimous praise for their service.

That same day, in Nice, there 
were fireworks . There it was Bas-

tille Day, another celebration of 
Democracy.

Some eighty-four men, women 
and children died as the smoke 
cleared over the Mediterranean, 
killed by a religious fanatic wield-
ing a truck like a scythe, despite 
the all but hopeless best efforts of 
good and brave people to stop him.

The only defense against those 
who are willing to do what is 
wrong  . . . are those who are will-
ing to do what is right.

Sometimes that calls for cour-
age and the willingness to risk 

one’s life, or even sacrifice it.
More often, however, it calls 

for hard, boring, often unreward-
ing work; done by people who are 
simply willing to do their best to 
do their duty, to their families, their 
faiths, their communities, their 
countries and their fellow men. 

It is the work done all too often 
by unsung heroes who would never 
claim to be such:  keeping sewers 
running; water flowing;   schools 
open;  streets clean; and their com-
munities welcoming;  and  happy;  
and safe.

It is work that never ends. 
And it lies at the heart of the 

unfinished work of which Lincoln 
spoke at Gettysburg.

It is the never-ending work 
that all true public servants quietly 
carry on, without fanfare, fame or 
reward, . . . every day, every week, 
every year. 

And those who do it, to para-
phrase the ancient poet, are truly 
the quiet glory of their times.

Respectable Racism
Blue
Dan Morrow

Critics of Great Britain’s June 
23 decision to leave the European 
Union cite many reasons and much 
research to support their opposition.

Ongoing economic uncertainty 
usually tops the list, especially in 
Great Britain’s international bank-
ing, insurance, and reinsurance com-
munities.

EU net positive investment in 
Britain’s cities, infrastructure, re-
search and education, not to mention 
the EU’s 44% share of all British ex-
port trade stands at risk.

No one knows when (or some 
say, if) the new British Conservative 
Prime Minister Theresa May (who 
opposed Brexit) will trigger Article 
50   of the Lisbon Treaty, officially 

beginning the two-year process of 
formal “Brexit.”

Supporters of Brexit promise they 
(or someone, since they’ve all bailed 
out) will make “great deals” on Brit-
ain’s behalf. 

Sound familiar?
Brexit also encourages others to 

follow Britain’s lead, threatening a 
noble project arguably begun after 
the defeat of Napoleon, renewed af-
ter the bloody carnage of World War; 
and slowly brought to fruition after 
the horrors of the Great Depression 
and the holocausts of World War 
Two.

The most damning critique of 
Brexit and the rhetoric of its political 
proponents, however, are ethical, and 
British Conservatives are, in many 
instances, the most articulate critics.

To cite but one example: on July 
22, the Political Editor of the British 
national daily, The Guardian,  quoted 
a British conservative member of the 
House of Lords, “Politicians have 
allowed xenophobia, Islamophobia 
and anti-semitism to enter the main-
stream as a result of their toxzi and 
divisive campaigning.  . . . “

“The Conservative peer and for-
mer party co-chair,” Anuska Astahna 
continued, “ told the Guardian she 
was deeply worried about the current 
politacl climate, claiming a surge of 
“respectable” racism was feeding the 
far right . . . and had helped create a 
climate in which people feel it is ac-
ceptable to tell long-established Brit-
ish communities, “It’s time for you 
to leave.”

The peer, Sayeeda Warsi, Baron-

ess Warsi, is the daughter of a Paki-
stani immigrant, who started life as 
a mill worker and bus driver and 
through hard work and wise invest-
ment became the owner of a highly 
successful furniture manufacturing 
plant.

Sound familiar?
The proponents of Brexit played 

to the same fears and exploited the 
same sense of desperation that have, 
since time immemorial, been the 
bread and butter of demagogues 
large and small. 

And like Trump in the US, no one 
who led the fight for Brexit in Great 
Britain seemed either willing or pre-
pared to assume responsibility to 
manage the fruits of their “victory.”

Britain’s new Conservatve Prime 
Minister , Theresa May, promises 

that Brexit means Brexit.
We’ll see.
The best outcome the Island Na-

tion can hope for?     Perhaps Nor-
way’s arrangement with the Union, 
not a member, but a treaty partner 
who must allow the free movement 
of citizens of EU countries in and out 
of their country, and obey EU rules 
regulations governing, among other 
thins,  trade-goods and services.

Lady Marsi arguably believes 
the Brexit movement has sown the 
dragon’s teeth.

She’s wrong.
Brexit, like Trump, is the harvest 

of the persistent seeds of racism, 
planted in ground plowed by fear, 
and watered by greed.

 It is a bitter fruit from a vine that 
grows in dark places.

BLIMEY, THE SKY IS STILL UP THERE, IN’IT?
RED

Citizenship and the Social Fabric
The Public Square

Mark Snyder

Hello Middleburg! Here I address my 
ties to Middleburg, my motivations and 
my hopes for the future.

After my marriage dissolved some 
thirty years ago, my distaste for suburbia 
was high. My attraction to the country was 
growing, but my life had been in Califor-
nia and Virginia suburbs. I was compelled 
to find a place that truly appealed to me.

I mulled what attracted me to the 
country. I was 28 with a small newbie sal-
ary and years of future child support, but 
motivated to make it work.

My family had a wooded place then 
near what is now Ski Bryce, so I was fa-
miliar with the area from driving there. I 
was looking for a place with people who 
maintained small town friendliness and 
belonging with a taste for interesting dis-
cussion.

I stumbled on Middleburg and rented 
an apartment on Madison Street. In the 
early 1980’s, Middleburg boasted a roar-
ing nightlife - the Night Fox and Café le 
Rat. Plenty for a newly single man jug-
gling a new job and weekend visits by 

my toddler daughter. Middleburg had the 
sense of place and the people I enjoyed 
being among.

Middleburg proved a delightful and 
unique town. In the early 1990’s, I bought 
a house in Ridge View. I got interested in 
battling sprawl during Piedmont Envi-
ronmental Council’s fight against Disney. 
Losing Middleburg the way Leesburg 
was developing sparked my interest in 
Town government. I was eager to get in-
volved. Middleburg was special, too rare 
to lose its character and its sense of history 
and of place.

I began attending monthly coun-
cil meetings. My first opportunity was 
Middleburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA). The Town submits applicants 
for the BZA for court approval, which 
is mostly pro-forma. The BZA hears ap-
peals to decisions by the Town Zoning 
Administrator - rare.

I kept attending council meetings 
and applied for an opening on the Plan-
ning Commission. This was a great op-
portunity to influence planning and tame 
developer influence. It is work, but I rec-
ommend it to anyone concerned about 

Middleburg’s future direction. I attended 
the Virginia Municipal League’s excellent 
training and I cannot recommend it highly 
enough to members of the commission! 
It gave me an invaluable understanding 
of zoning and an introduction to the Dil-
lon Rule – Middleburg may only exercise 
powers explicitly granted in the Virginia 
State Code. George Lengauer, a remark-
able man, then chaired the commission.

The commission finished amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance and then 
began updating our Comprehensive Plan. 
The Plan as we began was thin, bare 
bones. However, a new Town Planner 
in the person of Martha Mason Semmes 
provided great guidance as we added 
substance. The commission completed 
the updated Plan and sent it to Council 
in 1999. By then I was on council and its 
representative on the commission.

I am most proud of my introduction 
for the Land Use section of the revised 
Comprehensive Plan (adopted February 
2000): “Middleburg is not a new town 
searching for an identity. It is not seek-
ing to duplicate suburban housing or 
shopping center development … Rather, 

Middleburg has distinguished itself over 
the past two hundred years as a small, 
independent rural village of historic sig-
nificance and natural beauty with well-
established residential, agricultural and 
commercial land uses. The town is at a 
point where restoration and preservation, 
rather than growth from new develop-
ment, are primary goals for the future.”

I continued work on planning/zoning 
issues, such as Windy Hill and Salaman-
der. However. I was alarmed about water 
when I first ran for council.

The crisis facing the water utility kept 
getting worse. I knew little, but learned 
as much as I could. Middleburg hired an 
engineer to produce a study and plan for 
the utility. With the issues identified, we 
obtained a utility rate model. Staff use it 
to ensure that revenues suffice to pay for 
operations, maintenance and build re-
serves for future replacements. . Finally, 
we hired a professional company, In-
boden Environmental Services, to operate 
and maintain it. We do have more work 
to plan, particularly replacing water lines 
on the western side, but our utility is now 
manageable, sustainable and yielding im-

provements.
My goal on council is to keep 

Middleburg the beautiful eighteenth 
century small town with a vibrant com-
mercial center that delighted me when 
I moved here decades ago. Middleburg 
must have a high quality water supply 
that is sustainable for the long term. I am 
confident that the wonderfully involved 
people in Middleburg and its surrounds 
will help us keep sprawl at bay and that 
we can maintain the tranquility and beau-
ty befitting our role as the Capital of Hunt 
Country!

Are you interested? The November 8 
ballot includes a special election to fill an 
unexpired Middleburg council seat. You 
must live inside the town and file with the 
registrar by August 19 to get on the ballot. 
The person elected joins us once the clerk 
swears them in to office. Call the registrar 
at 703-777-0380 for filing details.

Please send questions, suggestions, 
comments or complaints to the Eccentric 
for Ask a Council Member. I would love 
to hear from you!

Ask a Council Member

Advertising Deadline
Aug. 11th  

for 
Aug. 25th Issue

540.687.3200

Dulles To The District
Exceptional Commuter Bus Service from
Dulles South (Stone Ridge) and Dulles

North (Sterling and Ashburn) to Rosslyn,
the Pentagon and Washington, DC

www.loudoun.gov/bus
1-877-GO-LCBUS

Authorized Installer for:
Satellite • tV inStallation

DirecTV & HD Antenna’s, Cell phone repeaters
Satellite • internet

Exede & Hughesnet, Wi-Fi Internet
SatMan alSo offerS:

Set-up and Configuration of Home Networks,
Voice & Data cabling, Home Theatre Installations,

Custom Surround Sound Systems (5.1–7.2)

Practicing excellence in SerVice 
WitH a 100% SatiSfaction guarantee

Phone 540-905-2454
e-mail: SatMan@Sat-Man.coM

www.sat-man.com

SAT-MAN 
COMMUNICATIONS

NEW ROOFING • RE-ROOFING
METAL • COPPER • SLATE

SHINGLES • RUBBER • GUTTER

“We specialize in
Standing Seam Metal”

540.722.6071
540.664.0881

vaproroofing@comcast.net
www.virginiaproroofing.com 

Located on the East and West 
ends of Middleburg

2 Single Car Garages 
with Electric Power

$175 per month

1 Large Work Shops w/yard & Electric Power
$400 per month

1 Large Work Shops w/Electric Power
$300 per month

Chatsworth Corporation
540.687.3200

Available Immediately...Call 540-687-3200

Arthur (Art) Poland, PhD

For the past few years I’ve been im-
pressed with the Middleburg Eccentric’s 
editorial section.  Recently, because I 
was concerned about how some things 
were presented, I wrote a note to the edi-
tor. The result was that I was invited to 
contribute a regular column to the Op-Ed 
page.  

As one of my students recently point-
ed out to me, my “no” button seems to 
be broken.  So here I am.  I have a PhD 
in Astrophysics and have worked at the 
National Center for Atmospheric Re-
search, NASA, and George Mason Uni-
versity. My experience ranges from theo-
retical atmospheric modeling, to building 
spacecraft and analyzing data from them, 
to teaching students about science. 

In interpreting what I write, you need 

to understand that although I know quite 
a bit about science,  I live in the real 
world just like you do. 

When we scientists determine, for 
example, that polluting the atmosphere 
is a serious problem, I suffer with the 
pollution controls on my truck just like 
you do, but the congressmen, who pro-
vide our research funding, don’t provide 
more money to come up with what they 
consider to be bad news. 

Scientists had much more research 
funding when our research produced 
what the public considers good news. 

Sadly, the primary responsibility of 
scientists is to be honest with ourselves 
and with others.  This is not always easy.  

This week, my topic is Brexit. 
From a science viewpoint, I see Brex-

it as very detrimental. 
Science has now advanced to the 

point where most major research re-
quires large amounts of money and 
many groups of experts with different 
knowledge and expertise. An example is 
the project I worked on at NASA, called 
SOHO, a spacecraft designed to study 
the Sun, solar storms, and their impact 
on Earth. 

It was a joint project between the 
United States (NASA) and the European 
Space Agency (ESA). It cost approxi-
mately $2 Billion. 

No individual country was prepared 
to spend that much money, but together 
we did it. I was the U.S. lead scientist.  
My European counterpart was from 
Spain. The primary European manage-
ment came from England. 

The world’s main nuclear research 
facility is in Switzerland. When the U.S. 
began to build one in Texas, Congress 

shut it down because of cost. 
Europe and, to a lesser extent the 

U.S., joined forces to build the Swiss 
facility. It has yielded spectacular results. 

My message here is that science has 
become an interdependent, international 
endeavor. 

So, does Great Briton matter? My 
answer is yes. 

The official language of our scientific 
interactions is English (not American, 
a slightly different language). Before 
WWII, German was the official science 
language, and I had to learn it before I 
could read the older Science Journal ar-
ticles. 

The British have a professional and 
personal style that makes them excel-
lent leaders of scientific projects. They 
hold many of the leadership positions. 
The British also provide many of our top 

scientists. 
With Brexit, they will be gone from 

our projects. I doubt that England will be 
able to buy their way back in to the major 
scientific projects. 

The world will suffer from fewer ad-
vances in science.

Beyond science I see Brexit as a 
symptom of today’s societal move to-
ward tribalism. People want no more of 
this world government, free trade, etc. 
Given today’s technology, not working 
together could lead to disaster. 

What would happen if we did not 
work together to stop the spread of a 
deadly virus? Do we really want to get to 
the point where we have the country of 
Middleburg, the country of Warrenton? 

Consider the big picture.

A Scientist’s Perspective

Continued on page 46
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info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588

Elmore Farm
Markham, Virginia

$725,000
c. 1820’s gracious old Virginia home • 40 acres
bound by Goose Creek  • Original floors and stone
fireplaces • High ceilings • Huge back porch, 4+
bedrooms and in law suite • Bright and modern
kitchen with family room addition for today's living
• Great views, open pasture & pond

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Faraway Farm
Middleburg Area

$2,975,000
Solid stone home with copper roof on 70 acres • Original
portions dating from the 1700’s • First floor bedroom & 3
additional suites • Original floors • 8 fireplaces • Formal living
room • Gourmet kitchen • 2 ponds • Mountain views • Stone
walls • Mature gardens • Pool • Log cabin • Piedmont Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588

Westwood
Marshall, Virginia

$997,000
Beautiful fieldstone home • 21 acres of mostly open land •
Stone portion c. 1835 • Renovations include an open kitchen
& adjoining sunporch • New metal roof • New windows •
New siding • Updated bathrooms • Original pine floors •
Lots of charm & wonderful natural light • Lovely setting
w/grand oak trees • Minutes from several wineries • Great
home or a weekend retreat (less than hour from DC)

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Oakstream
Middleburg, Virginia

$2,950,000
Elegant & sun-filled country home • Gracious rooms for enter-
taining • 4 private suites • His & hers dressing rooms • Extensive
millwork • Main level living just minutes from town • Views of
65 protected acres • Stream • English gardens • Terraces • 200
year old stone walls & open pasture • Idyllic setting also includes
3 BR cottage • Garage & bank barn • Middleburg Hunt Territory

Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Westwind Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,795,000
Classic Middleburg colonial, completely redone in
2009 • 5 BR • 4 full BA, 2 half BA • 2 FP •
Gourmet kitchen • Top of the line finishes throughout
• 2-car attached garage • Beautifully landscaped •
Sweeping unobstructed mountain views • 21.08 gently
rolling acres • Fenced & cross fenced • Great barn,
multiple run in sheds & riding/jumping paddocks

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Old Goose Creek Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$5,995,000
Equestrian property in turnkey condition • Exceptional
location • Stone home expanded to approx. 7,000 sf. •
Includes 4 main level suites • Lovely gardens, pool, garage
apartment & pond • Blackburn designed 6 stall stable •
70x210 indoor arena • Observation deck • Tack room •
2 wash stalls & office • Addtl 4 stall barn • Entire property
is fenced and cross fenced on 26 acres & 8 paddocks

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Old Fox Den Farm
The Plains, Virginia

$1,985,000
Restored 3 bedroom 1830's farmhouse on 65 acres •
Multiple porches & fireplaces, lots of charm • Lovely pool,
shared pond, 4 stall barn, workshop • Expansive mountain
views, rolling open pasture & fully fenced elevated land •
Gorgeous setting in the protected valley between
Middleburg and The Plains • Conservation easement
permits 2 more homes to complete the compound

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Palmer’s Mill
Bluemont, Virginia

$785,000
Circa 1860 Virginia Farmhouse • House updated &
enlarged in 2004 • 3 to 4 bedrooms • 2 1/2 baths •
Hardwood floors • 3 fireplaces • Exposed beams & gourmet
kitchen • 10 acres • Fenced & cross fenced • 2 stall barn
with tack & hay storage • Spring house & smoke house •
Protected with mountain views • Piedmont Hunt Territory

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Dover Road
Middleburg, Virginia

$555,000
Brick home on 3 acres • Minutes from Middleburg
• Sold in "AS IS" condition • 4 bedrooms • 2 1/2
baths • 2 fireplaces • 2 stall barn • Shed • Pool in
need of repair • Rear brick terrace • Little bit of
work but great value

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

The Well House
The Plains, Virginia

$640,000
Built in 1900 • Gracious home in the village of
The Plains • Original details, stone fireplaces,
original maple floors, large pocket doors and 10' 
ceilings • Well cared for and classic home with grand
center hall, back staircase, large windows, great porches
and mature boxwoods • Just under an acre within
the town • Walk to PO, restaurants and galleries

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Langhorne Farm
Upperville, Virginia

$5,320,000
266 acres in Piedmont Hunt • Panoramic views of the Blue
Ridge, Bull Run and Cobbler mountains which surround the
whole property • Improvements include 4 farmhouses, an iconic
red dairy barn and many agricultural buildings • Ponds and traditional
stone walls • This working farm is protected by a Virginia
Outdoors Foundation conservation easement which allows 2 parcels

Ann MacMahon (540) 687-5588
Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Echo Hill
The Plains, Virginia

$1,350,000
Stone English country home in top location between
Middleburg & The Plains on 13 acres • 4 BR home
with new kitchen & main level master suite •
Hardwood floors, built-in book cases, fireplaces &
bright open family room • Bluestone terrace overlooks
new pool & entertaining area • Separate guest cottage/
pool house & garage • Whole-house generator

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Fairview
Boyce, Virginia

$2,300,000
Circa 1904 Colonial home • 3 BR • 3 1/2 BA • High
ceilings • Gourmet kitchen • 5 fireplaces • 90x200
covered arena • 12 total stalls • Main barn redesigned
by John Blackburn • 4 bay garage with apartment •
12 paddocks • Asphalt drive & security gate •
Heated pool • Property has 2 DUR’s and whole house
generator • Hilltop setting with mountain views

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Willow Way Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,625,000
Prime Middleburg location • House completely
redone in 2004 • Hill top setting with panoramic
mountain views • 3 BR • 3.5 BA • Main level master
suite • Pine floors • Beautiful millwork • 3 FP •
Attached 2-car garage • Beautiful windows • Gracious
room sizes • 4-stall barn • Riding ring • In-ground pool
• Lovely gardens • 31.05 acres recorded in 3 parcels

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

212 Cornwall Street
Leesburg, Virginia

$1,575,000
Beautiful stone home on wonderful street in the
heart of historic Leesburg • Completely renovated
in 2011 • 5 bedrooms • 4 full and 2 half baths • 3
fireplaces • Screened porch • 2 car detached
garage with apartment • Gourmet kitchen •
Grand room sizes • Wood floors and detail
throughout • Beautifully landscaped

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mount Gordon Farm
The Plains, Virginia

$11,750,000
128 acres and immaculate 3 level, 13,000+ sq ft stone &
shingle main house • 5 BR • 8 FP • Exceptional finishes
on every floor • Caterer's kitchen • Elevator • Spa •
Separate guest cottage • Pool • Farm manager residence
• 3 additional tenant houses • 12 stall center-aisle stable
• Pond • Extraordinary land w/incomparable views extending
beyond the Blue Ridge Mts • Orange County Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
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Editors Desk
Richard A. Engberg

The State of California continues to 
experience serious to extreme drought 
conditions.  Rainfall during the past win-
ter did little to remedy the situation.  But, 
according to a recent article in the June 
28 edition of the Washington Post, there 
may be light at the end of the drought 
tunnel.

Stanford University professors in 
a study published recently by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences indicate 
that previously unrecognized significant 
groundwater resources occur at depths of 
1,000 to 10,000 feet below California’s 
Central Valley. One researcher indicated 
that there definitely is enough extra 
groundwater to make a difference for the 
drought and farmers.  

The study was not based on new 
information but rather on an examina-
tion of oil and gas drilling records.  The 
researchers examined data from nearly 
35,000 deep test holes in the Central Val-

ley and beyond.  They claim that about 
2,200 billion tons of fresh and moderate-
ly salty water exists within about 3,000 
feet of the surface.

Other groundwater researchers ques-
tioned the findings.  The water is likely 
to be salty.  It may be very difficult and 
expensive to extract.  Land subsidence 
(sinking) may be associated with its ex-
traction.    

So who cares about the discovery?  
I don’t.  I’ll weigh in with a few scien-
tific facts about groundwater and a few 
thoughts of my own.  First the facts:

1.	 Most groundwater even deep 
groundwater had its origin on the 
surface and infiltrated to its pres-
ent depth.

2.	 The deeper the groundwater, the 
longer time it has been in resi-
dence and the saltier it becomes.

3.	 Groundwater temperatures in-
crease about one degree with each 

100 feet of depth.
4.	 When large amounts of ground-

water are withdrawn, land subsid-
ence often occurs.

Now a few of my thoughts based on 
these facts and the study results:  

1.	 Groundwater at 100 feet of depth 
in my home state of Nebraska has 
an average temperature of 55 de-
grees F.  It’s safe to suggest that 
groundwater from the same depth 
in California would be about the 
same temperature.  This would 
indicate that groundwater from a 
depth of 3000 feet would be about 
85 degrees or from 5000 feet, 
105 degrees.  Both likely are too 
warm to use on crops even if the 
water wasn’t salty.  Some method 
for cooling would be necessary.  
Cooling ponds perhaps?  Cost:  $$

2.	 Groundwater from 3000 to 5000 
feet would be too salty for use on 

most crops.  It would require salt 
removal.  A desalination plant at 
each well site?  I don’t think so.  
Cost:  $$$$$

3.	 Even if desalination plants were 
feasible, brines from the plants 
would need to be removed.  
Where to?  Trucked to the ocean?  
Disposed at greater depth than the 
water source?  Cost:  $$$

4.	 It would be necessary to drill a 
large number of new very deep 
wells throughout the valley.  
Well installation costs including 
drilling, casing, and pump instal-
lation would be very expensive 
not to mention operation and 
maintenance costs.  Cost:  $$$$

5.	 Land subsidence would undoubt-
edly occur but not for several/
many years.   Cost: ????

I take no issue with the Stanford 
study.  It adds important information to 

our body of knowledge of the ground-
water of California.  What I take issue 
with is the statement that it will make a 
difference to the drought and to farmers 
in the Central Valley.  Based on the scien-
tific facts I’ve laid out, it most likely will 
not make a difference either in regard to 
the drought or to the farmers.  The bot-
tom line is that this groundwater resource 
most likely is unfit for irrigating crops 
without creating an enormous financial 
burden for landowners and crop produc-
ers.  Because of this, I seriously doubt 
that the deep groundwater will ever be 
developed.

This whole issue reminds me of 
lines from one of my favorite poems, 
Coleridge’s Rime of the Ancient Mari-
ner, “Water water everywhere, Nor any 
drop to drink.”

As related to the Central Valley deep 
groundwater, I submit, “Groundwater, 
groundwater everywhere, but not a use-
able drop.”

Serious Groundwater under California.  Who Cares?
Waterworld

SecurityReal EstateOrganic Foods

www.AyrshireFarm.com

Home Farm Store
1 E. Washington St., Middleburg, VA 20117
540.687.8882   www.HomeFarmStore.com

Ready, Set, Relax!

Organic Burgers, Gluten-free Buns, 
  Dry-aged Steaks & Ground Beef

Spatchcocked Chicken
House-made Sausages, 

Natural Charcoal & Brining Kits 
Local Spice Rubs, Organic 
Condiments & Marinades.

Everything You Need for 

GRILLING!

Wine Tasting

Got Wine? As featured in 
Southern Living, Wally, the 

charming & chatty wine 
proprietor is always tasting 

at the Aldie Peddler”
703-327-6743

Rt. 50 ~ Historic Aldie, VA

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured
Matt McKay

540-687-5114 
540-868-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Shade TreesArborists

Leather Repair

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

Hunt
 Country
 Guide

THOMAS  &  TALBOT 
REAL  ESTATE

THOMAS-TALBOT.com
(540) 687-6500

Home Health Care

Auto Repair

Deerchase LLC

Historic Restoration • Class A Building Contractor

www.deerchasellc.com
703 • 431 • 4868

Contractor

Fence Painting &   
Installation

703-895-7242
Loudoun 

Construction LLC

•Lower Your Electric Bill •Reduce Pollution 
•Provide Backup Power •30% Tax Credit Available

571.321.6414
Info@SuperiorSolarVA.com

Fencing Solar

is marginalizing people and commu-
nities.  The regulatory energy is spun 
around interest groups.  This guarantees 
the status quo, mostly in very unattract-
ive coagulated forms.  They often breed 
despair.

The state can no longer function for 
dynamic purposes it seems.  And so, in 
the name of blessing us, government 
becomes too often injurious.  At best 
government acts like a rigged cartel for 

society’s stewards, with no fiscal disci-
pline to obey or penalties for abusers.

Finally, we live in a world that is 
pulling people into new umbrellas.  
These include organized computer 
spheres such as “cloud communities.”  
Or Facebook “netizens,” corralled 
as part of a billion people circling the 
globe and “liking” one another.  Yet 
another form are our newer, borderless 
commercial zones and trade alliances 

transcending nationality.  
Unlike the state-centric tradition, 

these alliances are digital.  They are not 
geographic.  They are horizontal, not so 
much vertical.  To date, however, most 
people see these new ties to citizenship 
as ones of “connectivity” more than 
“sovereignty.”  

Unless people remain secure in 
the values they hold dear, this could 
change.  

Everyone must have anchors still, 
and it is our citizenship that provides 
them.  Democracy needs character, and 
character built on integrity is still the 
most positive force in life.  

It helps to understand how job 
market incoherence, community loss 
through technology isolation, the sap-
ping of citizen vitality by government, 
and competing global allegiances are 
sabotaging influences that drain our cit-

izen ethic.  But a flourishing democracy 
must find a way to counter their effects. 

Democracy has a deficit from both 
a leadership depletion, and a weakened 
citizen model.  The question is how we 
refresh our democratic order.  The Pub-
lic Square will turn next to those aspira-
tions, and how they might inspire and 
unify us.

Citizenship and the Social Fabric
Continued from page 45

• On-Line Ordering for 
   Store Pick-Up or Local Delivery
• Drive-Thru Order Pick-Up 
   & Food To-Go App
• Huge Selection of Wines & Beers

• The Local, Organic, & Humane Food We Have  
  Provided for the Past Ten Years at Home Farm 

8372 West Main St., Marshall, VA

 Repair



Page 48   Middleburg Eccentric     •    July 28, 2016 ~ August 25, 2016

~ Be Local ~ www.mbecc.com

ProPerties in Hunt Country

a sTaunCH adVoCaTe oF land easemenTs
land and esTaTe agenTs sinCe 1967

middleburg, Virginia 20118 (540) 687-6500                        

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATESusie Ashcom

Cricket Bedford

Catherine Bernache

John Coles

Barrington Hall

Rein duPont

Anne V. Marstiller
Julien Lacaze

Emily Ristau

Jim McGowan
Mary Ann McGowan

Rebecca Poston

Brian McGowan

Cary Embury

Sheryl Heckler Jayme Taylor

Phillip S. Thomas, Sr.
Celebrating his 54th year in Real Estate.

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

goRdonsdale

Exciting opportunity to purchase well known cross country eventing
course in Clarke County. 255 acres in 2 parcels 2+ DURs. Blue Ridge
Hunt territory. Offering includes income producing, established equine
vet clinic with surgical center. Beautiful rolling land. Expansive, open turf
gallop covers nearly 1 mile. Over 50 obstacles (including banks, ditches
and water complex) designed by Olympic medalist, outdoor riding ring
and parking area. Mature pastures, crop fields and several lovely home
sites. In VOF easement.                                                               $2,400,000

emily Ristau (540) 687-7710
Cary embury (540) 533-0106

CliFF laneBuCHannan gaP

Bluemont ~ Custom built, Post & Beam Lindal cedar
home in private setting on 5 acres just below
Appalachian trail. 3 Bedrooms, 21⁄2 Baths, eat-in Kitchen,
formal Dining Room & Living Room with fireplace.
Hardwood floors, Tung & groove  ceilings, exposed
beams & floor to ceiling windows. Fully   finished Lower
Level with Family Room, Den, Exercise & Game
Rooms. Exceptional custom construction design makes
home incredibly energy efficient!                        $474,900

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

10 s. madison sTReeT

sPRingBRooK FaRm aToKa CHase

Fox den FaRmHouse

sTone House

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties by visiting www.THOMAS -TALBOT.com

Immaculate custom built home atop Bull Run Mtns on
8+ private acs. Many windows & skylights bring nature
into this 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home. Gourmet Kitchen
w/brand NEW appliances, granite & ceramic tile flrs.
Great Room with Cathedral  ceiling, stone Fireplace &
Hardwood floors Spacious Master Suite with new
carpeting & Luxury Bath. Full walk-out basement
w/woodstove & ready for Bath. Front porch, rear deck
& 2-car Garage.                                                    $619,900

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

wesTwood

In prestigious "Atoka Chase" this completely
re-modeled and expanded home features, a new
kitchen & baths, new siding, new roof, all new
utilities, new decks & porches,  terraces & brilliant
perennial gardens on 10 beautifully landscaped
private acres . A gated entrance & board fenced
paddock, plus run-in shed for the equestrian, with
trails for ride-out.                                      $1,395,000
mary ann mcgowan (540) 687-5523

The Plains ~ Rare opportunity to live on a farm
located between Middleburg and The Plains. Super
attractive stone house for rent on large farm.
Located in the most desirable area of  Orange
County Hunt territory.  5 bedrooms and 3 baths.
Spacious Country Kitchen, Dining room with
Fireplace, Living room with Fireplace,  Hardwood
floors. New slate roof. Very private and quiet. 1 year
lease min. $2,500/mo plus utilities

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

middleburg~Priced below appraisal!Attractive New
England style 5 Bedroom, 4 1⁄2 Bath farmhouse nestled
in the village of  Middleburg. Light, bright spaces. Classic
appeal. Plenty of  room for entertaining. High
ceilings.Private, peaceful location within walking distance
to shops, restaurants and all that the village has to offer.
Stainless appliances, separate in-law/au pair suite with
separate entrance. Country living at its best!    $748,999

emily Ristau (540) 687-7710

Stunning 5 Bedroom Cape on 10 gorgeous acres.
Wonderful floorplan, sun filled rooms, high ceilings
& hardwood floors. Living & dining rooms open to
fabulous gardens, pool &  terrace.  Master suite with
sitting room, gourmet country kitchen opens to
breakfast & family rooms. 2nd level has 3 bedrooms
and 2 Baths;  Separate Office or Guest  Suite over 3
bay garage.                                                 $1,895,000
mary ann mcgowan (540) 687-5523

~ Handsome Building ~
~25 YeaR esTaBlisHed Business~

Turn-Key & inventory in the  center of  Historic
Middleburg. Stunning upscale home items, crystal,
unique gifts, cards, custom stationery, gourmet
chocolates and much more. Approx. ½ of  inventory
is offsite and included in sale. Owner willing to help
buyer get established.                                $1,400,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

Turnkey horse farm on 35+ acres in 2 parcels off Atoka Road.
Lovely 2-story,  brick 3 Bedroom, 3 bath home  includes  Living
Room & Dining Room with fireplaces, Library/Den & Large
Sunroom. 1st floor Master Bedroom suite with sitting area,
fireplace & luxury bath with his & her dressing rooms. Gourmet
Kitchen with highend Appliances & Island. Sep. Laundry/
Pantry. Swimming pool, 3 car garage with 1 Bedroom apt, 10-
stall center aisle Barn with 2 Bedroom apt., 6 fenced paddocks,
Run-in, Riding Ring & Equipment Shed.                          $2,650,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

RENTAL

New Listing!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!


