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Kudos to individuals and outstanding businesses
Middleburg Town Council Report

Photo By Nancy Kleck

Dan Marrow

Mayor Betsy 
Davis opened 
the regular 
May 11 meet-

ing of the Middleburg 
Town Council with kudos 
for the individuals and 
outstanding businesses 
recognized at that day’s 
Visit Loudoun Awards 
Luncheon.

German Lopez, the 
Grounds Technician for 
the Goodstone Inn, won 
Visit Loudoun’s Back of 
the House Award

The Mrs. George C. 
Everhart Memorial Invi-
tational Side Saddle Race 
won the Annual Event of 
the Year Award, and

Dr. Sheila Johnson 
won the Judy Patterson 
Tourism Award for the 
Middleburg Film Festi-
val.  

Nominated for awards 
were: Reggie Cooper of 
the Salamander Resort 
for Manager of the Year; 
Visit Middleburg and We 
Are Open for the Brand-
ing/Marketing/Promo-
tional Campaign of the 
Year; Kari Bowman, 
Recreation Director for 
the Salamander Resort 
and Christen Garland, 
Dave Parker, Sr. and Au-
drey Siler, Sr. of 50 West 
Vineyard for the Love 
Loudoun Ambassador of 
the Year Award.  

Financial Support 
for Visit Loudoun
Beth Erikson, Presi-

dent and CEO of “Visit 
Loudoun,”  followed up 
on an earlier presentation 
to Council,  with a request 
that to “move forward 
with the development of 
a formal  “Memorandum 
Of Understanding (MOU) 
between her organization 
and the  Town.  

Ms. Erikson noted that 
Visit Loudoun had en-
joyed an excellent “finan-
cial partnership” with the 
Town for seventeen years, 
beginning with 2000 with 
a grant of $5,000.

Visit Loudoun, Erikson 
noted, is a powerful force 
in promoting the town 
and, as a result, generat-
ing TOT (transient occu-
pancy taxes) for the Town 
Treasury.  Their efforts 
go beyond marketing and 

positioning, she noted, 
pointing out that their 
five-person sales force 
works in close concert 
with Middleburg’s Sala-
mander Inn and Spa,  and 
other hotels and resorts.  
In 2016, Visit Loudoun 
booked twenty groups, 
which generated more fif-
teen hundred room nights 
that generated $500,000 
in direct revenue for Sala-
mander.  

A formal MOU with 
the Town, Erikson con-
tinued, would help ensure 
“a better integration with 
Visit Loudoun,”   cre-
ate opportunities to work 
more closely when look-
ing at economic devel-
opment projects,  create 
a platform for strategic 
planning and maximizing 
opportunities at both the 
economic development 
and Council levels.  

As for funding,  Erik-
son asked Council to con-
sider keeping their fund-
ing at the same level as 
last year: $30,000.

Erikson was supported 
by Salamander’ Reg-
gie Cooper, a member of 
Visit Loudoun’s Board of 
Directors, who remind-
ed Council that “Visit 
Loudoun offered did not 
just help one property, 
but rather helped a lot of 
businesses in the area.”  

Salamander’s Prem 
Devadas agreed and 
pointed out that “Sala-
mander Resort would not 
have been in Middleburg, 
despite the efforts of the 
Town, if it had not been 
able to work out an MOU 
between the Town, Sala-
mander and Loudoun 
County.”  He also remind-
ed Council that, when 
Loudoun County gave up 
the TOT taxes that now 
flow to Middleburg, they 
asked the Town to sup-
port Visit Loudoun. At 
that time, Devadas con-
tinued, “he thought it was 
appropriate to commit to 
$50,000 to start and sug-
gested that once they sta-
bilized, it would be well 
worth it to increase the 
amount to $100,000 to be 
on par with Leesburg’s 
[annual contribution to 
Visit Loudoun.]

Following the dis-
cussion, Council agreed 
unanimously to increase Page 3

Tack Box Turns 70
Established in 1947, by horse transport owner Mr. John B 
“Chub” Lee. Chub grew up in the area and regularly rode his 
pony to school. Later in life, as his mother was a successful 
show hunter and racehorse trainer, he realized there was a 
need to provide quality tack and leather products for local 
thoroughbred breeding and racing farm owners. 

Continued page 16

Gustav Dahl aboard Ebanour,  
with Beth Supik
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Tack Box Turns 70

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES ARE ONLY THE BEGINNING

• 18-hole Jack Nicklaus Signature  
Golf Course

• Golf practice facility
• Award-winning clubhouse, offering a 

year-long calendar of social events

• Fitness Center and calendar of 
exercise classes

• 2 resort-style swimming pools
• 2 Har-Tru and 2 Deco-Turf tennis 

courts and top-notch instruction

Come Live the Good Life
Life is all about the journey, and there’s no better place to make the most of 
it than Creighton Farms. As a member, you can enjoy golf tournaments, wine 
dinners, trivia nights, spa treatments, fitness classes, kids’ camps, and so much 
more. Because Creighton Farms is more than an exclusive private club with a 
spectacular, award-winning Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course—it’s a community 
of friends and families offering a truly extraordinary club experience.

(703) 957-4806 | rslavonia@creightonfarms.com | CreightonFarms.com

Schedule a tour today, and discover why being a member at 
Creighton Farms may be right for you.

The Tack Box, Inc. is now 
celebrating 70 years of 
service to the equestrian 
community. 

From humble Middleburg 
beginnings The Tack Box has 
grown to be a significant eques-
trian resource, providing racing 
bridles, saddles, sale halters, sta-
ble equipment and more for horse 
enthusiasts and professionals not 
only here, but in DC, Maryland, 
New York, and beyond.

The Tack Box, Inc. was estab-
lished in 1947, by horse transport 
owner Mr. John B “Chub” Lee. 
Chub grew up in the area and 
regularly rode his pony to school. 
Later in life, as his mother was a 
successful show hunter and race-
horse trainer, he realized there 
was a need to provide quality 
tack and leather products for lo-
cal thoroughbred breeding and 
racing farm owners. 

Chub built his business around 
two important values: client sat-
isfaction and the ability to deliver 
a broad range of quality leather 
goods at a reasonable price. 

With just one Chevrolet panel 
truck at the start, Chub trav-
eled as far as Charlottesville 
and Charlestown, West Virginia 
to reach his customers and de-
liver goods.  Gradually, through 

dedication and honest efforts, the 
Tack Box gained a positive repu-
tation throughout the region. 

As seasonal racing clients 
moved with the circuit to Ken-
tucky and Saratoga, their re-
quests to The Tack Box did not 
diminish. 

As the business grew, so did 
the type of customers the new 
business served. Fox hunters 
show hunters, and jumpers, pro-
fessionals, and amateurs alike, 
looked to the Tack Box for equip-
ment and supplies.  

After three years of transect-
ing the State with his “mobile” 
service, Chub hired Saddler, 
Bill Ballard, from Stombocks in 
Washington DC and established 
The Tack Box’s first brick-and-
mortar physical location. A 
garage-sized space on Liberty 
Street in Middleburg was shared 
with the Wilson Horse Transport 
office. In those days Middleburg 
Saddlery (located on Madison 
St) was the only other option in 
town, and that store focused on 
clothing and apparel. 

As theTack Box clientele 
grew, so did the inventory and so 
did the reach. By the early 70s, 
Chub had the opportunity to buy 
Middleburg Saddlery, making 
The Tack Box a full-fledged ap-

parel, leather goods, repair and 
tack store.  

By the mid-1970’s, saddler 
Bill was looking to retire there-
fore an apprentice would be 
needed. Chub found just the right 
candidate doing leatherwork in 
Fairmont WV and got him to join 
The Tack Box. Chuck Pinnell 
spent his time apprenticing under 
Bill Ballard until he purchased 
the repair division of The Tack 
Box to start his own business, 
Journeymen Saddlers. Chuck 
proved to be a valuable addition 
to the Middleburg equestrian re-
tail community. This unique re-
lationship between Journeymen 
and The Tack Box continued to 
strengthen throughout the years, 
as The Tack Box provided cus-
tomers to Journeymen’s repair 
and leather design services.

In 1985, the Tack Box moved 
to its current location on 7 West 
Federal St., in Middleburg. 
(Where it is today.) With the mar-
ket changing and a new type of 
customers coming in, Chub real-
ized it was time to transition the 
reins of the company over to his 
daughter Berk Lee. 

Berk grew up on her family’s 
farm in the Plains Virginia and 
was an avid equestrian. She regu-
larly hunted with Orange County, 

showed hunters and jumpers and 
has worked in various aspects 
of The Tack Box business since 
1978. Today, Berk is an integral 
part of the day-to-day operations. 
Her knowledge and experience 
provide a unique aspect for all 
clients. From saddle fits and boot 
measurements to horse manage-
ment and health, Berk’s perspec-
tive comes from firsthand experi-
ence. Today, if Berk is not at The 
Tack Box, your best bet is to find 
her on the back of a horse or rid-
ing her motorcycle.

 The longevity of The Tack 
Box is built around incorporating 

best practices and client-oriented 
services to deliver quality prod-
ucts at a competitive price. Those 
values remain the cornerstone of 
the company, management, and 
staff today.  Over the years, the 
product portfolio may have ex-
panded, but the commitment has 
held strong. 

Under Berk’s leadership, the 
company continues to evolve. 
Stepdaughter, Laura Furr has 
been involved for the better part 
of 15 years now and has come to 
know that horse and rider safety, 
barn management and new tech-
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Virginia Genuine.
Cindy Polk, David O’Flaherty & Brandy Greenwell

+1 703 966 9480  |  cpolk@ttrsir.com
 www.horsefarmsandcountryhomes.com

Representing the Best of the Virginia Countryside
Specializing in Horse Farms and Country Homes

REPRESENTING THE BEST IN VIRGINIA

SALEM OAKS
O� ered for Sale $3,995,000

CARTER’S RUN - UNDER CONTRACT
O� ered for $569,000 Represented Sellers

ROCK HILL MILL - SOLD
O� ered for $1,800,000 Represented Buyers

THE GRANGE
O� ered for Sale $2,995,000

DRESDEN HILLS - UNDER CONTRACT
O� ered for $2,350,000 Represented Buyers*

SPRINGBROOK - SOLD
O� ered for $2,495,000 Represented Buyers*

HASTENING FARM
O� ered for Sale $2,295,000

CANBY ROAD - SOLD
O� ered for $1,150,000 Represented Buyers*

GREYSTONE - SOLD
O� ered for $3,450,000 Represented Buyers*

McLean Brokerage
6723 Whittier Avenue Suite 101

McLean, Virginia 22101
ttrsir.com +1 703.319.3344

Continued page 16
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Deerchase LLC

Traditional Restoration & Construction

Richard Williams
www.deerchasellc.com

703 • 431 • 4868

THOMAS AND TALBOT
REAL ESTATE

(540) 687-6500  
Middleburg, Virginia 20118 

Land and Esta te  Agents s ince  1967 www.Thomas-Talbot.com540.229.1452
snowden@snowdenclarke.com

Snowden Clarke  
Virginia Horseman ~ Virginia Gentleman 

It is with great pleasure that 
Thomas and Talbot Real Estate

welcomes our newest agent,  

Snowden Clarke
Third generation  

Virginia Realtor and Horseman
serving the Piedmont.  

Cindy Polk and her Horse 
Farms and Country 
Homes team of Brandy 
Greenwell and David 

O’Flaherty have recently moved 
to TTR Sotheby’s International 
Realty.  Cindy and her team have 
a well established local business 
skillfully representing buyers and 
sellers with their country proper-
ty transactions. 

Raised and educated in Vir-
ginia, having spent the majority 
of their lives in close proximity 
to Middleburg, the team has an 
intimate knowledge of the local 
flavors and an exceptional under-
standing of the real estate market. 
Country living is a way of life for 
this talented trio, and they can 
be found everywhere from on 
the tractor to mucking stalls to 
community events and black tie 
affairs. 

  Cindy, a graduate of Hill 
School,  Foxcroft and The Uni-
versity of Virginia,  has been a 
top producing Realtor locally for 
over a dozen years and branded 
her Horse Farms and Country 
Homes to guide clients through 
the process of buying and sell-
ing country properties. She has a 
deep love for the countryside and 
is dedicated to promoting and 
protecting our special landscape 
and rural lifestyle.  Cindy and 
her husband and team member 
David O’Flaherty live on a farm 
in Middleburg where they enjoy 
raising free range children and 
chickens, keeping bees, garden-
ing and breeding sport horses and 
ponies. 

Brandy Greenwell joined 
Horse Farms and Country Homes 
in 2014 from a long career in local 
retail management and outside 
sales.   She lives in Middleburg 

on a family compound farm with 
her husband, parents, dogs, and 
horses.  A third generation horse-
man, most recently breeding and 
showing Irish Draught horses 
has been a family affair for 20 + 
years.   Brandy enjoys fox hunt-
ing with Middleburg Hunt and 
shooting sporting clays with a 
local, ladies shooting group that 
she co-founded.

  David O’Flaherty has been 
a realtor and professional horse-
man, being equally as well re-
spected in both fields from Flori-
da to Virginia.  In addition to real 
estate, he manages the family 
horses with a special affinity for 
bringing along confidant young 
athletes. A hands-on horseman, 
David understands the impor-
tance of good pasture and sen-
sible farm and barn design and 
layout for both safety and conve-
nience. 

 The team has a collective and 
obvious passion for horses, farm 
life, land conservancy, and local 
preservation and they are thrilled 
to continue providing the highest 
level of service under the pow-
erhouse, TTR Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty brand.  For more 
information about their services, 
go to www.horsefarmsandcoun-
tryhomes.com.

Country Homes team moves to 
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
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Foxes on the Fence: 
A Success 

Middleburg’s re-
cent “Foxes on the 
Fence” promotion 
brought together 

artists and business, teachers and 
children, families and friends, to 
produce creative variations of 
Middleburg’s signature small 
animal for posting on Middle-
burg’s many fences.

“Not only was it successful 
it was a smash hit,” says Darcy 
Justen President, of Middleburg 
Garden Club.

There were over 492 bids en-
tered for the dashing foxes; bid-
ding was fierce and very com-
petitive.  

“Every Fox sold, and we 
raised over $20,000.00,” Justen 
continued.  “The money is just 
a bonus. The real winner is the 
town and all the residents who 
fell in love with their favorite 
Fox and shared part of this spe-
cial place with so many people.” 

We plan to make donations 
to the Middleburg Arts Council, 
Seven Loaves and work with the 
town on a legacy project,” she 
continued.  “Yes, it was fun, and 
a lot of work but the reward was 
well worth it! Right now, we 
plan to do it every other year so 
look for us fall of 2019.” So be 
on the lookout they will be back!

Visit Loudoun honored 
Sheila Johnson, CEO 
of  Salamander Resort 
& Spa  and founder of 

the  Middleburg Film Festival, 
with its most prestigious award 
at its annual meeting and tourism 
awards ceremony, held May 11 in 
Sterling.

Named for one of Visit Lou-
doun’s founding members, the 
Judy Patterson Award was es-
tablished in 1998 to honor indi-
viduals and organizations that 
demonstrate an outstanding 
commitment to Loudoun Coun-
ty tourism. In announcing the 
award, Visit Loudoun President 
and CEO Beth Erickson pointed 
to not only the world-class facili-
ties at Salamander Resort but also 
the value of the Middleburg Film 
Festival, which was recently rec-

ognized as one of the world’s best 
film festivals.

Also taking home an award 
was German Lopez, grounds 
technician for  Goodstone Inn 
& Restaurant‘s 265-acre estate. 
The award recognizes individu-
als who may not interact directly 
with visitors, but who play a cen-
tral role in creating a seamless ex-
perience for visitors.

Other nominees from the 
Middleburg area included Reg-
gie Cooper and Kari Bowman 
of Salamander Resort, the Side 
Saddle Chase Foundation’s Mrs. 
George C. Everhart Memorial In-
vitational Side Saddle Race, the 
Middleburg Business, and Pro-
fessional Association and Chris-
ten Garland, Dave Parker and Au-
drey Siler of 50 West Vineyards.

Sheila Johnson 
Receives the 
Judy Patterson Award

Vincent Bataoel

The May 22nd Com-
prehensive Plan pub-
lic input session was a 
hit. Over 70 members 

of the community joined at 
the Community Center to ad-
dress the hard issues: what are 
the strengths, weaknesses, vi-
sion, and goals for the Town of 
Middleburg. 

As the Chairman of the Eco-
nomic Development Advisory 
Committee, I’ve listened close-
ly at three of these “visioning 
sessions” in three months. I’ve 
heard similar themes at The 
Town Council Visioning Ses-
sion and at the futures group: 
business development, retail 
sales, and destination market-
ing were the three key catego-
ries in common to both groups. 

Esteemed Members of Council 
also discussed the importance 
of the arts, infrastructure, and 
monitoring the Route 50 corri-
dor.    

The Comprehensive Plan 
meeting brought up these items 
too, but it was different. We had 
Salamander, Hill School, Shake-
speare in the Burg, Banburry 
Cross Polo, and Freddie the Fox 
all gathered in one room.

What I saw there wasn’t 
about a new website, a fancy 
logo, or the latest and greatest 
group. In fact, the future that I 
saw on Monday had nothing to 
do with anything new. 

At that meeting, I saw 70 
eclectic people from the Town 
turn up from every corner in the 
community. I saw us gather to-
gether to appreciate and recog-
nize that what we have here is so 

friggin’ good.
After all, when Councilman 

Peter Leonard Morgan and I en-
couraged the King Street Oyster 
Bar to make Middleburg the sec-
ond location for their chipotle 
crusted oysters and salmon slid-
ers, our secret weapon wasn’t 
a brand. It was how we felt in 
our hearts about a Town of 800 
people with a shared love for the 
experience of Middleburg. 

If 70 of us could show up to-
gether more often, like we did 
May 22nd, then our our com-
petition to the south, east, and 
north of us — our competition 
wouldn’t know what to do. Sure 
we would bring commercial val-
ue, but it would be about us as a 
community first. 

That vision, if we could cap-
ture it, would shape a Compre-
hensive Plan worth living up to. 

On Town Visions and Goals
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appletoncampbell.com

Lighting • Wiring • Fans • Generators
Smoke Detectors • Electrical Panels

...call your local expert electricians  

at Appleton Campbell!

540.347.0765 Warrenton  |  540.825.6332 Culpeper  |  703.754.3301 Gainesville  |  540.645.6229 Fredericksburg

AC MiddleburgEccentric_Ad.indd   1 3/30/17   4:41 PM

www.bowa.com 540-687-6771

What if we could promise you a remarkable remodeling experience?
 One where you could count on your remodeler to go above and beyond, 

deliver your project on time and on budget, and stand behind their work 
for years to come. Believe it or not, it is possible. Start designing your project 
with BOWA for quality, value and an experience you can enjoy.

LIKE THE BURKAS DID 

 

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION • ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS 
CONDOMINIUM REMODELING • PURCHASE CONSULTATIONS

“We would absolutely use BOWA again. In fact, I’ve never 
  heard of anyone who hired BOWA that wouldn’t use them again!” 

 ENJOY YOUR remodeling

EXPERIENCE
SM

Commissioned Portraits 
by Nancy Milburn Kleck 

(859) 707-0805 
Middleburg, Virginia 

EquineSportingArt.com 
nancykleck@aol.com 

“Sloan” 14” x 18” Graphite on paper 

On Thursday, May 25, at 
7:00 p.m., in the Sheila 
C. Johnson Performing 
Arts Center, The Hill 

School will host a talk and book 
signing by journalist and histo-
rian Marc Leepson 

Leepson, the author of nine 
books, will talk about his newly 
published Ballad of the Green 
Beret, a biography of Army Sgt. 
Barry Sadler, whose song “The 
Ballad of the Green Berets,” was 
the No. 1 hit of 1966. The event 
is free and open to the public.

“We are very excited to have 
Marc speak on Sgt. Sadler and 
his iconic song,” said Treavor 
Lord, Hill’s Head of School. 
“And we’re happy to offer this 
event to the Middleburg commu-
nity.”

In 1966, the top Billboard Hot 
100 single wasn’t The Rolling 
Stones’ “Paint It Black” or the 
Beatles’ “Yellow Submarine”—
it was “The Ballad of the Green 
Berets,” a patriotic tribute to 
the Special Forces written and 
performed by Staff Sgt. Barry 
Sadler, a wounded Vietnam War 
veteran. Sadler soon became a 
national sensation, going viral a 
generation before anyone knew 
the word “internet.”

But his all-American im-
age hid a darker side, a life of 
booze, women, and guns. Un-
able to score another hit, Barry 
Sadler wrote a string of popular 
pulp fiction books that, a friend 
said, made “Rambo  look like a 
stroll through Disneyland.” Set-
tling in Central America, Sadler 
wrote books, allegedly trained 
guerrillas, provided medical care 
to residents, and caroused at his 
villa. In 1988 he was shot in the 
head in Guatemala City and died 
a year later. 

“Marc will give glimpses into 
the sensational details of Barry 
Sadler’s life during his meteoric 
rise and tragic fall,” Lord said, 
“along with the bigger picture 
of American society and culture 
during and after the Vietnam 
War.”

Middleburg’s Second Chapter 
Books will be on hand to offer 
signed copies of Ballad of the 
Green Beret, as well as several 
of Mr. Leepson’s other books, 

including Saving Monticello. For 
more info, go to www.marcleep-
son.com

The Hill School is an accred-
ited, independent JK-8 commu-
nity school founded in 1926 in 
Middleburg, Virginia. Hill en-
deavors to build the character, 
self-confidence, and scholarship 
of its students through academic 
and co-curricular excellence, 
individualized attention and a 
strong sense of community.

Marc Leepson’s 
“Green Beret” Program 
at Hill School

Middleburg writ-
ers Leonard 
Shapiro and 
Vicky Moon 

were recently honored by 
the Virginia Press Asso-
ciation. Shapiro, a former 
sports editor at The Wash-
ington Post, was named in 
the category of feature series 
along with fellow Fauquier 

Times writers James Ivancic 
and John Toler for “Remem-
bering Pearl Harbor.” Moon 
was cited for  Business and 
Financial Writing: “Farming 
is big business in Fauquier” 
for  her weekly coverage of 
farming and agriculture in 
the Fauquier Times, which 
is owned by Piedmont Me-
dia.

Virginia Press 
Association

Honors Local 
Writers

Grace Episcopal Church 
Welcomes New Rector

Grace Episcopal 
Church, The Plains, 
VA announces its 
call to a new rector, 

the Reverend Edward Weston 
Mathews of Richmond, VA. 

  Weston Mathews comes 
to Grace from St. Stephens 
Episcopal Church in Rich-
mond, where he has served as 
Associate Priest for the past 
three years. Before becoming 
an Episcopal priest, he taught 
high school history in Nelson 
County, VA. 

  The Discernment Com-
mittee of Grace Church con-
ducted a year-long search 
for its permanent rector. Ac-

cording to the Committee, 
“We believe Weston’s varied 
experiences, deep spiritual-
ity, and friendly personality 
will enable him to lead Grace 
Church in new directions and 
will make him a valuable as-
set to the community. The 
parishioners of Grace look 
forward with great anticipa-
tion to welcoming Weston 
and Hannah, and we encour-
age others from the commu-
nity to come and get to know 
him.”

 Weston and his wife Han-
nah, who is completing her 
doctorate in special education 
at the University of Virginia, 

will move to The Plains area 
in the coming month, along 
with their two rescue dogs, 
Wills and Harry.  He will be 
in the church office on June 
26 and will preach his first 
sermon at Grace Church on 
Sunday, July 2.

 Sunday services at Grace 
Episcopal Church are at 8:00 
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The 
church is located at 6507 
Main Street in The Plains, 
VA. The church website pro-
vides additional information 
about church worship ser-
vices and programs: www.
gracetheplains.org.

Advertising Deadline June 14th 
for June 22nd Issue

Download our Media Kit @ www.mbecc.com

540-687-3200
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 112 West Washington Street, Middleburg, VA 540-687-5633 www.highcli�eclothiers.com 

Gym Dad Club
Dad 

Please Don’t Wear 
�ose Jeans, Dad

Gear Junky 
Dad

Preppy Dad

Stylish 
Dad

O�ce 
Dad

A Gift For Each Kind Of Dad

Goose Creek Canoe and Cleanup Day
Help to keep our “State Scenic River” clean and have fun too

The Goose Creek As-
sociation will launch 
a canoe and kayak 
flotilla to  clean up a 

segment of the Goose Creek 
on Saturday 3 June 2017 
from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

We will start from the 
Goodstone Inn located 3.4 
miles outside of Middleburg, 
VA on Snake Hill Road.  
Parking and Launch area is 
above the Benton Bridge  on 
Rt. 626. The take-out location 

will be near  Carter’s Bridge 
on Rt. 734 with shuttle avail-
able back to the Goodstone 
Inn parking area.

There are a limited num-
ber of canoes and kayaks 
available and must be re-

served before Thursday, 
May 25th.   Also, volunteers 
are welcome to bring their 
own canoes.  Lunch will be 
provided as well as garbage 
bags, etc. for clean up.

Help to keep our “State 

Scenic River” clean and have 
fun too!

Free Event! - Register at 
info@goosecreek.org or call 
540-687-3073

THThos Hays & Son Jewelers 
Twenty-Eighth Annual
ONE DAY SALE

40% off
Every Item

Saturday, June 17th
Only

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
19 S. Madison Street • Middleburg, VA

540-687-6997

Thos Hays & Son Jewelers 

The Blue Ridge Wildlife 
Center has appointed 
four new members to 
its Board of Directors: 

Susan Galbraith and Judy Lan-
des, from Frederick County.  
Russell McKelway from Clarke 
County; and Timothy Bates from 
Loudoun.

Susan Galbraith is a graduate 
of St. Mary’s College, in Notre 
Dame, Indiana.  Her spouse’s 
commitment to the U.S. Air 
Force required numerous relo-
cations and opened up various 

work and volunteer opportuni-
ties, including political activism, 
service in hospitals, a veterinary 
clinic, a rescue-rehab-release 
center, therapeutic horseback 
riding schools, primary and sec-
ondary schools, theaters, historic 
preservation movements, chil-
dren’s museum, and domestic 
and international housing for 
humanity. From early childhood, 
“giving back” was an expectation 
that became a way of life.   

Judy Landes has degrees in 
school psychology and taught 

at Shepherd University and 
Shenandoah University, retiring 
after 18 years.   She has served 
on the boards of many social ser-
vice organizations in Winchester 
and New York State where she 
has a summer home.   She cur-
rently serves on the board of the 
Lake Placid Symphonetta in the 
Adirondacks. Non-profit man-
agement and governance are her 
particular interests in her board 
service.

Russell McKelway grew up 
in Northwest Arlington and met 
his wife Lori while at medical 
school and residency at the Uni-
versity of Virginia.  They moved 
to the Shenandoah Valley in 1990 
where Dr. McKelway is a prac-
ticing psychiatrist.   They have 
two daughters and live in Clarke 
County.  Dr. McKelway has 
served on local boards including 
the Smithsonian Conservation 
Biology Institute and the Preser-
vation of Historic Winchester. 

 A transplant from Maryland, 
Timothy Bates received a bach-
elor’s degree in Political Science 
from the University of Maryland, 
College Park. His career fol-
lowing graduation began with a 
large homebuilder, and at age 28, 
Bates achieved the distinction of 
becoming the youngest Division 
Manager in that company’s histo-
ry. In 2016, Bates joined CalAt-
lantic Homes as President of the 
mid-Atlantic Division.    A self-
taught naturalist, Bates is affiliat-
ed with numerous groups such as 
Ducks Unlimited, Quail Forever, 
Virginia  Native Plant Society, 
American Chestnut Foundation 
and The Arbor Day Foundation.

  “We feel extremely fortu-
nate to be able to attract board 
members whose interests are so 
intertwined with ours,” said Lisa 
Goshen, BRWC Board President.  
“Their dedication to the local 
community, including interests 
in education and protecting and 
preserving wildlife, will help to 
guide and promote our recent 
expansion of programs, and the 
increase in our wildlife patient 
population.”

  These new board members 
will join Tricia Booker, Loudoun 
County; Hillary Davidson, 
Fauquier County; Andrew Ferra-
ri, Clarke County; Lisa Goshen, 
Clarke County; Michael Moren-
cy, Fauquier County; Patricia 
Robinson, Arlington County; and 
Beatrice von Gontard, Warren 
County.

Blue Ridge Wildlife 
Adds Four to Board



Page 10   Middleburg Eccentric     •   May 25 ~ June 22, 2017 Middleburg Eccentric     •    May 25 ~ June 22, 2017  Page 11

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

News of Note

Winter winds are starting to blow. 
If you want to warm it up a bit 
come to Middleburg United Methodist Church 
and receive a big warm welcome! 
 Middleburg United Methodist Church, 15 West Washing-
ton Street, Middleburg.  Across from the Safeway. 
540-687-6492 
www.middleburgunitedmethodistchurch.org 
 

When you’re looking for a new home, you look for one 
that makes you feel comfortable. 
We’ve got that down home feeling at Middleburg United 
Methodist Church.  Join us, kick back and relax. 
Middleburg United Methodist Church 
15 West Washington Street, Middleburg 
Across from the Safeway. 
540-687-6492 
www.middleburgunitedmethodistchurch.org 

We’re not horsing around.  Saddle up and ride on in and 
take the trail that leads to Middleburg United Methodist 
Church.  Expect a good feed after the service. 
Middleburg United Methodist Church, 15 West  
Washington Street, Middleburg 
Across from the Safeway. 
540-687-6492 
www.middleburgunitedmethodistchurch.org 
 

Have you just moved into our neighborhood? 
Been looking for some new friends that make you feel like 
family? 
Then come on down to Middleburg United Methodist Church.  
Get ready for a warm welcome and a few friendly smiles. 
Middleburg United Methodist Church, 15 West  
Washington Street, Middleburg 
Across from the Safeway. 
540-687-6492 
www.middleburgunitedmethodistchurch.org 
 

New Principal for Middleburg School 

Middleburg Commu-
nity Charter School 
(MCCS) has an-
nounced that Ro-

chelle Proctor will become its 
new Principal effective July 1, 
2017.  Proctor was selected from 
a candidate pool of over 50 ap-
plicants.  MCCS is Northern Vir-
ginia’s first public charter school

Proctor plans significant in-
teraction in the days ahead with 
all the school’s stakeholders, par-
ents, teachers, and community 
supporters,  to ensure a smooth 
and effective transition before 
the beginning of the school year 
in August

“I embrace this opportunity to 
use my skills to build the school 
community by developing rela-
tionships with teachers, students, 

parents and community mem-
bers to serve the needs of every 
student,” Proctor said. “I have 
been very inspired, both person-
ally and professionally, by the 
Middleburg Charter School mis-
sion and vision where parents, 
teachers, and all stakeholders 
work together to build the school 
program. As Principal, I will con-
tinue to set the stage for the entire 
school community to work to-
gether ensuring that every child, 
and every classroom, achieves 
high levels of academic, social, 
and emotional success.” 

Proctor began her public 
school career as an early child-
hood educator in the Staunton 
City Public Schools as a Head 
Start/Primary Teacher.  

In 2000, she moved to the 

Rockingham County Public 
School district to teach elemen-
tary education .

She moved to the Loudoun 
County Public School system in 
2007, where she served in vari-
ous teacher and administrative 
positions at Little River Elemen-
tary and Rosa Lee Carter El-
ementary.  

In 2011, Ms. Proctor held 
several positions in the Fairfax 
County Public Schools, where 
she led extended school year 
(ESY) programs as an Assistant 
Principal in several elementary 
schools. 

Proctor holds Virginia cer-
tified teaching licenses in El-
ementary Education, as well as 
Administration and Supervision. 
She is an active member of the 

National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals (NAESP), 
and the Virginia Association of 
Elementary School Principals 
(VAESP). She is actively in-
volved in professional develop-
ment, engaging in project-based 
learning, growth mindset, diver-
sity leadership, and responsive 
classroom training. She was 
awarded the Fairfax County 
Psychology Association “Team 
Work” award in 2014, was 
named “Teacher of the Year” in 
2002, and was a “Disney Teacher 
of the Year” nominee. 

Proctor has extensive expe-
rience working on multidisci-
plinary teams to collaborate on 
school improvement areas, cre-
ating and overseeing discipline 
strategies, developing student 
mentoring programs, increasing 
opportunities for at-risk students, 
creating community partner-
ships, and facilitating student 
programs which focus on growth 
mindsets and STEM education. 

For more information on 
Middleburg Community Charter 
School see   http://www.loudoun.
k12.va.us/middleburg. 

Walker Jones’ AV-rated, award-winning attorneys are well qualified 
to effectively address your legal issues in:

  Family Law       

  Personal Injury Law 

  Real Estate Law      

  Criminal Law

Contact Walker Jones 
for exceptional legal 
services.

Carter Hall, 31 Winchester Street  ▪  Warrenton, Virginia  
  540.347.9223  ▪  www.walkerjoneslaw.com

Knowledge. Experience. Proven Results. 

Walker Jones, PC
Experienced   |   E�ective   |   Established

Since 1978

  Civil & Commercial Litigation

  Business Law

  Wills, Trusts & Estates

Walker Jones, PC
Experienced   |   E�ective   |   Established

Since 1978

Advertising 
Deadline
June 14th 

for 
June 22nd 

Issue
Download our Media Kit

@ www.mbecc.com

540-687-3200

Mosby’s Rangers 
Descendant Reunion

Open to both descen-
dants and the general 
public this year’s an-
nual reunion of the de-

scendants of Confederate Colo-
nel John Singleton Mosby and 
those of men who served under 
his command will be held at 
Middleburg Academy on June 
10-11, 2017, sponsored by the 
Mosby Heritage Area Associa-
tion  

The event features speakers, 
special programs, a lunch and 
the showing of several episodes 
of the 1957 television show Gray 
Ghost, accompanied by com-
mentary by several historians of 

Mosby, his men, and their times. 
Events begin with a recep-

tion at the Caleb Rector House, 
MHAA headquarters and birth-
place of the 43rd Battalion of 
Virginia Cavalry on June 10, 
1863, followed by an evening 
program at Mount Zion Church, 
40309 John Mosby Highway, 
Aldie, VA, a site very familiar to 
Mosby and his men.  

Sunday’s program kicks off 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Caleb Rector 
House, 1461 Atoka Road, Mar-
shall, VA 20115.  It will feature a 
car caravan tour of several Mosby 
sites not usually open to the pub-
lic, including Mosby safe houses 

Highfield and Belle Grove, fol-
lowed by a tour of Mount Bleak 
at Sky Meadows State Park.  The 
tour will conclude by lunchtime.

Attending the Reunion itself 
on Saturday and the reception at 
the Caleb Rector House costs $50 
per person; $15 will be charged 
for the Mt. Zion Church evening 
and the caravan tour’s cost on 
Sunday is $10 per person.   For 
those attending the reunion, the 
Mt. Zion Church and caravan 
tour are optional.

Call (540) 687-6681 for more 
information or to register.  Or 
see the MHAA website at:  http://
mosbyheritagearea.org/events/  

Words that 
Bridge 50 Years 
of Separate Lives

The two-character play 
Love Letters -- a Pu-
litzer Prize Finalist 
for Drama – comes to 

Middleburg on June 25.  As part 
of Emmanuel Church’s “At The 
Parish House” performance se-
ries, locals Lori and Kevin Daly 
will give a reading of A.R. Gur-
ney’s popular play. They will 
bring to life written words that 
bridge 50 years of separate lives; 
words of laughter, hope, defeat, 
and victory.  Lori and Kevin are 
veterans of local theater pro-
ductions and recently gave an 
acclaimed reading of the play 
at Purcellville’s Franklin Park 
Arts Center.  This sophisticated, 
adult-themed play (some “blue” 
language) brings audiences 

laughter and tears of recogni-
tion, as two lives unfold through 
the words of their correspon-
dence.  The performance will be 
held at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 25, 
at the Emmanuel Church Parish 
House, 105 E. Washington Street 
in Middleburg.  To reserve at 
seat call 540-687-6297.  There’s 
no fee; a free-will offering at the 
door is always welcome.  
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MOL
P R O D U C T I O N S
S e r v i n g  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  1 9 9 5

• FAA Licensed
• Insured

V I D E O. M I D D L E B U R G . C O M
5 4 0 - 6 8 7 - 8 0 4 0

Real Estate
Video & Photography - Interiors and Exteriors

Corporate
Promotional Media Production to show
Your Business off in the best light
Live Streams - Social Media - Advertising

Insurance
Know what you own - Videos to document
the contents of your home, Farm or Business

Agriculture
Visual Arial Crop Management
Detect and solve problems - Crop Stress 
Estimate Yields - Perfect irrigation plans

News of Note

Think rents in Middleburg are too high?  Think again!
The Courtyard at Middleburg offers several executive suite options for the tenant that requires one or more offices.  Featuring 
secure, underground parking, professional management and all-inclusive rents, the Courtyard’s prime location in the heart of 
Middleburg offers walking distance to amenities such as banking, restaurants and personal service establishments. 

Middleburg, Virginia

Commercial & Industrial Land with Water Taps 
100+ acre industrial park located at the intersection of I-66 and Rt. 17. 
Public roads, sewer and water, zoning, and storm water management in 
place. The only commercial site in Marshall with water taps available. 

Marshall, Virginia

Executive Office Suites for Lease 
Located off of I-66 and Rt. 17 with various 
amenities nearby including restaurants, banks, 
gas stations,  grocery and convenience stores.

Marshall, Virginia

Fauquier Springs Country Club 
Welcomes New Head Golf Pro

Jeff Pianelli, PGA has 
joined the staff of Fauquier 
Springs Country Club as 
the new Head Golf Profes-

sional.  He comes to Fauquier 
Springs Country Club from 
Rivers Edge Golf Club in Shal-
lotte, North Carolina which is 
part of the North Myrtle Beach 
golf course group.  

Jeff was voted one of the Top 
100 Alumni at the Golf Acad-
emy of the Carolinas in 2016.  
In addition to teaching golf to 
juniors and adults, he has com-
peted in Section PGA events 
and various mini-tour tourna-
ments. 

“Golf is a great game for 
anyone and everyone.  It can 
be intimidating but don’t shy 
away from it as it is the game of 
a lifetime.  Golfers consistently 
learn regardless of their skill 
level.  As you increase your 
knowledge of golf, you become 
more comfortable and embrace 
the game,” Jeff Pianelli shared.    

He is planning to develop 

new golf programs that will 
be offered to non-members 
who want to learn to play the 
game and experience Fauquier 

Springs Country Club, as well 
as continue the popular Junior 
Golf Program and Play and 
Learn/Laugh Adult Program 

currently in place at the club.  
Please contact Jeff at jpi-

anelli@fauquiersprings.com or 
540.347.4205, extension 4 for 

additional information.  Visit 
www.fauquiersprings.com for 
more information on the club.
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Muster Lane Farm, The Plains, VA
Saturday, June 17th, 2017

6:30 PM – 12:00 AM

$250 per person
$220 for young professionals 35 & under

Contact MHF if you would like to receive
an invitation or visit 

www.middleburghumane.org 
to order tickets online. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available
540-364-3272

May 26 to June 11th
11 am - 5 pm daily

100 W. Washington St.
Middleburg, VA

The store will feature a variety of unique,
donated items for sale

Hermès • Gucci shoes • Tiffany
Richard Ginori • Wedgewood • Limoges

Equestrian artwork
Designer Handbags and Jewelry

100 percent of the proceeds will benefit the MHF
Capital Campaign to raise the final funding needed

to complete a new state-of-the-art facility on 23 acres.

22ND ANNUAL
BLACK TIE

Gala

Save the
Date!

Personal service with the convenience 
of 24 hour banking.  
At Sonabank we provide our customers with personal 
service combined with the convenience of 
technologically advanced banking. Come in today to 
meet your local community bankers!  

Proudly Serving Middleburg Since 2011 

10 West Washington Street • Middleburg, VA 20118 
(540) 687-3893

www.sonabank.com 

Outstanding Volunteer Family of the Year

On April 28th, in cere-
monies at the Nation-
al Conference Center, 
the son and mother 

team of Mitesh and Kamala 
Shrestha were honored as the 
Loudoun Cares 2017 Outstand-
ing Family of the Year.

The Shresthas have worked 
with Loudoun Volunteer Care-
givers since 2013.  Togeth-
er they serve the hungry in 
Loudoun County.  All through 
2016, they delivered supple-
mental food from Loudoun 
Hunger Relief to homebound 
elderly and disabled adults.  
They also now take a care re-
ceiver shopping for groceries a 
few times each month.

Mitesh is a 17-year-old AP 
Honors student, hard working 
son, and volunteer. Since 2013, 
Mitesh helped with chores, 
yard work and with quality 
of life programming for LVC 
care receivers. He serves on 
the LVC Youth Advisory Com-
mittee which helps direct the 
focus their student caregiver 
program.

Mitesh’s mother, Kamala, 
supports and encourages her 
son’s achievements and nur-
tures his desires for a better 
world.  She served on the LVC 
Board of Directors in 2016.

LVC encourages parents to 
volunteer with their children/
grandchildren; they believe 

that this experience enhances 
the bond not only with the 
community but within the fam-
ily as well.  And it has been 
proven that children who vol-
unteer grow into adults who 
volunteer.

Loudoun Volunteer Caregiv-
ers is a Non-Profit 501(c) 3, 
founded in 1995 in Loudoun 
County.   Through a team of 
committed volunteers, LVC 
helps meet the needs of the frail 
elderly, disabled and adults 

with chronic illness. With help 
ranging from medical/dialysis 
transportation, grocery shop-
ping, and money management 
to simple visits, the LVC mis-
sion is to help those in need 
maintain independence and 

good quality of life! Their mot-
to: “Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors in Need

For more information on 
LVC call 703.779.8617 or visit 
www.lvcaregivers.org
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Real People.
Unexpected Stories.

Right Here in Loudoun.
A program of

EndtheNeed.org

It’s Time to Erase the Stigma of Mental Illness

No one in Loudoun should face prejudice against mental illness. 

If you met me, you would never 

guess I have struggled with mental 

illness my entire life. I have had a 

high-powered, lucrative career. I am 

married. I have a son in college. My 

life is truly blessed. But I am and 

always will be bipolar.

Hear their stories.
Celebrate their victories.
Learn how you can help.

This ad underwritten by Ridge Capital Partners LLC and Middleburg Eccentric LLC

News of Note
Kudos to individuals and outstanding businesses
Middleburg Town Council Report - Continued from page 1
this year’s budgeted appropria-
tion to $35,000.

Scam Alert
Middleburg Chief of Police 

A.J. Panebianco reported that 
he had recently posted on his 
Department’s Facebook page 
valuable information about some 
recent and recurring financial 
scams.

Everyone, he noted, should be 
wary.

A resident was recently hit 
with an “IRS scam,” he reported,  
“in which the caller asked for an 
iTunes card to settle a debt or the 
individual would be sent to jail.”

Another resident received a 
telephone call from someone 
claiming they were they were “a 
friend of their son, that he had 
been arrested and needed to be 
arraigned quickly and needed 
money.”

Scammers, the Chief noted,  
“found out about people by go-
ing on their Facebook pages and 
checking out details” so they 
could pull off such deceptions.  

If called by someone you sus-
pect is a “scammer,” the Chief 
advised, “Hang up.”  Why?  
“The longer you talked to them, 
the more likely you were to give 
them some piece of information.

“Councilmember Philip Mill-
er added that he had heard stories 
of  “Dominion Power Collec-
tions Scam.” 

Town Attorney Crim noted 
there was a similar utility scam 
from “the water company.” 

The Town, he noted does not 
CALL about overdue bills.  They 
send out letters.

Chief Panebianco warned that 
scammers sometimes carefully 
research where payments could 
be made locally and reference 
that location.  He also noted, 
scammers often tell their targets  
“ not to tell anyone else as this 
was none of their business and 
would ask the individual not to 
hang up until the transaction was 
complete. “ 

Water
Jilann Brunett, co-owner of 

Second Chapter Books and a 
member and former chair of the 
Wellhead Protection Advisory 
Committee (WPAC) appeared 
before Council to urge that the 
mandate of the WPAC be point-
edly expanded to include advice 
and counsel on the QUALITY of 
the town’s water supply as well 
as the QUANTITY available and 
processed.

The Town’s Utility Commit-
tee, she noted,  focused on water 

treatment and delivery and had 
made great strides in improving 
the delivery system, shoring up 
the Town’s infrastructure and in 
preventing losses.  

The WPAC she suggested, 
should  “to include not only pro-
tecting the Town’s well heads 
but as an advisory group for the 
future”

No More Surprise Flushes
Councilmember Snyder ad-

vised that it would be helpful to 
have a schedule for the water line 
flushings and to make sure that 
these dates were being communi-
cated adequately.  Stuart Will, of 
IES, confirmed he would provide 
that information.

Support for Officer Putnam
Sam Ti, a resident of 

Middleburg, asked Council 
whether a “Go Fund Me” ac-
count had been set up for injured 
Middleburg Police Officer Mark 
Putnam’s medical expenses.  If 
not, he asked, would the Town 
object to his setting one up.

Chief Panebianco suggested 
Putnam’s family would be grate-
ful for anything anyone wanted 
to do. Officer Putnam is “healing 
well,” he continued, noting “he 
would like to return to work now, 
but neither he [the Chief] nor his 
doctor would allow it.”  

Panebianco agreed to contact 
Officer Putnam to see if he need-
ed anything and said that he, as 
Chief,   “was grateful for the love 
that had been shown and thanked 
Mr. Ti for thinking of him. 

Hiring for Business  
and Economic Development

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes reported that “she held 
phone interviews with two more 
applicants for the Business & 
Economic Development Direc-
tor’s position.”  One of the can-
didates has already been sched-
uled for a live interview.

Grand Opening on Madison
Economic Development 

Coordinator Cindy Pearson re-
minded Council that “Imagine A 

Holistic Approach” at 15 South 
Madison Street, was holding 
their grand opening on May 13th.   
Owned and operated by Carolyn 
Castro-Donlan, Ph.D.,  Imagine 
A Holistic Approach LLC  is  a 
“healing arts center,” dedicated, 
according to their website,  “to 
offering tools for greater clarity, 
balance, peace, and wellness.”  

New Financial Software
Town Treasurer Ashley Bott 

reported that training would be-
gin in May on the Town’s new 
financial software.  She also 
noted that Loudoun County was 
holding a meeting on May 24th 
to talk about the consolidation 
of billings for towns and the 
County. 

nological innovation are a focus. 
The company continues to lever-
age vendor expertise with new 
equipment to provide a portfolio 
of top-quality products to keep 
riders and horses safe, competi-
tive, more effective and hap-
pier.  Each day, every product 
is selected with the customer in 
mind. Every Tack Box employee 
represents the horse community 
at large. 

Over the past few years, The 
Tack Box has expanded their 
online footprint. The active on-
line webstore provides custom-
ers with a 24/7 connection. The 
Tack Box team also is educated 
and well versed in a wide range 
of disciplines. Each visit to the 
store provides resources in the 
areas of saddle fit, rider boot 
measurements, attire, and horse-
blanketing, and more. These 
services help to ensure conve-
nient shopping & maximize cli-
ent satisfaction. Also, the store 
now provides a full-service shop 
with other integral services (i.e. 
blanket cleaning, clipper blade 
sharpening & repairs, custom 
boot fittings, horse vacuum re-
pairs, saddle fittings, custom 
stall fittings & horse clothing).

The Tack Box’s primary 
goal has been to deliver a one-
stop shop for equestrians. With 
70 years under its girth, it has 
achieved the result. And al-
though the panel truck is long 

gone, we’re still willing to de-
liver to the locals. 

Exceptional value, extraordi-
nary service, it is The Tack Box 
difference! Middleburg may al-
ways be the home of the Tack 
Box, but the community it serves 
goes well beyond the location. 

From a Corporate Social 
Responsibility standpoint, The 
Tack Box has always support-
ed local school events, horse 
shows, and therapeutic riding 
programs.  Organizations such 
as the Middleburg Humane 
Foundation continue to be a pas-
sion for Berk and the store em-
ployees. Following Hurricane 
Katrina, Berk and husband Jim 
joined MHF in Mississippi and 
then New Orleans to provide 
medicine, supplies and feed and 
more to the rgios. The MHF 
team was there for several days 
each trip helping with the rescue 
effort and brought back many 
dogs, cats and a hamster looking 
for new homes. In fact, the Tack 
Box’s unofficial mascot, Mike 
the cat, was rescued from Ka-
trina ravaged New Orleans. Fun, 
entertaining and a celebrity, he 
has a large Facebook following!

With a deep commitment to 
the community, The Tack Box 
will always be horsemen serv-
ing horsemen…wishing every-
one, the Community, and all our 
horses a safe, healthy ride!  

Tack Box Turns 70
Continued from page 3
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Places & Faces
The 2017 Virginia Gold Cup
great meadow, the plains, VA - Story by Lauren R. Giannini ~ Photos by Nancy Kleck

Lemony BaySteeplethon winner  A Gust at dawn Benjamine Swope Up.Gustav Dahl, jockey of Gold Cup winner Ebanour 

VISIT HARRIMANSGRILL.COM  | CALL 877.557.0725
middleburg, virginia  |              @harrimansgrill  #harrimansgrill
*Does not include tax or gratuity. Reservations are Required.

r a i s e 
a  g l a s s 
t o  d a d .
Treat Dad this Father’s Day with the 
ultimate culinary experience: Beer, 
Brisket & Bourbon. Our team will be 
grilling perfectly seasoned brisket 
paired with local beer and Woodford 
Reserve. Plus enjoy live music 
and, of course, lawn games.

Join us on June 18, 2-8pm on the 
Harrimans Terrace. Tickets are 
$65 per person.* 

Lauren R. Giannini

The Virginia Gold Cup Races mean 
many different things to the vast 
crowd that gathers at Great Mead-
ow on the first Saturday in May. 

Gold Cup’s a great al fresco party and 
probably the largest gathering, outside of 
Churchill Downs, to cheer for the Kentucky 
Derby on the Jumbotron screens at the con-
clusion of the day’s races. For timber and 
hurdle enthusiasts, it’s an exciting race 
meeting that features the Commonwealth’s 
biggest timber contest whose heroes are the 
horses that stay the distance of the Gold 
Cup’s four miles and 23 solid fences.

Ebanour (IRE), piloted by Gustav Dahl, 
made it two Gold Cups in a row for owner 
Irvin S. Naylor and trainer Cyril Murphy. 
At the final fence, Dahl sent Ebanour surg-
ing to the lead for a 1½-length victory over 
Lemony Bay (GBR), Sean McDermott up. 
Hot Rize, with Gerald Galligan in the irons, 
finished third. Six started, three pulled up. 

In 2017, Ebanour made only one start, 
a flat race, which he won. Naylor, who 
maintains a deep bench of Thoroughbreds, 
finishes regularly at the top of the owner 
standings in the National Steeplechase As-
sociation. From 2010 to 2016, he was first 
all but one year (2013). In 2015, Naylor 
broke his own record, which he set in 2011, 
with winnings of $778,650. Last year, 
he finished first on earnings that totaled 
$997,600. 

Jack Fisher (Lemony Bay) dominated 
the 2016 NSA trainer standings, harvesting 
both titles, Races Won and Money Won, 
with 26 first places and purses that totaled 
$1,093,610. Fisher, as a trainer, has broken 
the million mark three times, including 
2008 and 2015. He’s also a champion jump 
jockey — the one who piloted Saluter to a 
record six consecutive Gold Cup wins from 
1994–1999. 

Not all racing stables are huge, and 
syndicates (group ownership) make rac-
ing affordable for enthusiasts interested in 
closer involvement with steeplechasing. 
One good example is Holston Hall, led by 
trainer Russell Haynes whose racing string 
consists of Hot Rize and a couple others. 
He grew up under the tutelage of his late fa-
ther, Bruce Haynes, a successful and well-
regarded NSA trainer. When Bruce died 

unexpectedly in January 2008, Russell had 
been riding in races for four years, having 
started when he was 16. Racing was what 
Russell knew and loved. He’s still doing it.

Hot Rize is part of the Haynes fam-
ily’s history with horses. Russell’s mother, 
Anne Haynes, is listed as breeder, his fa-
ther Bruce started and trained Hot Rize. 
Russell rode him on the flat and in hurdle 
races, then over timber a couple of times; 
his brother Will, also a jump jockey, did 
the honors aboard Hot Rize in at least two 
timber contests. (Youngest brother, Aar-
on, who didn’t get into horses, is in med 
school.) A few months before Bruce’s un-
timely demise, their hopes were riding high 
on Hot Rize as he trained for his racing de-
but. He ran twice on the flat, then beat only 
one horse in the 3-year-old hurdle at Colo-
nial Cup (Camden, SC). Bruce, who would 
have figured out how to unlock the young 
horse’s potential, was gone. Throughout 
2008 and 2009, the young horse continued 
to show championship form at home on the 
farm, but didn’t perform while racing. 

Hot Rize didn’t race at all in 2010. He 
went to trainer Karen Gray, who took him 
foxhunting, which proved a game-changer. 
Hot Rize learned to relax and have fun. In 
2011, he started living up to expectations 
and, in his sixth start at the Aiken Fall 
Races, won a maiden claiming hurdle race 
by 28 lengths, according to NSA results ar-
chives. Two weeks’ later, Hot Rize placed 
second in his timber debut, then scored a 
four-length win in the open timber at the 
Colonial Cup. 

In 2012, he ran three times, but the next 
year, at the age of 9, having returned to the 
Haynes family and under the ownership of 
Holston Hall, Hot Rize started eight times 
over timber, finishing in the money for six 
of them, including one win.  

In 2014, Hot Rize was considered a long 
shot when he made his Gold Cup debut in a 
very competitive field of nine, including the 
2013 winner, Grinding Speed. He was also 
the “local” horse: owned by Holston Hall, 
a syndicate composed of family, including 
Anne and Russell, and friends, from this 
area and Tennessee. Irish jockey Willie 
McCarthy gave the 10-year-old gelding a 
textbook ride to victory in a thrilling fin-
ish. McCarthy earned three titles that year: 
NSA top jockey for Races Won and Money 

Won, and Leading Open Rider in the Vir-
ginia Steeplechase Association. Hot Rize’s 
five-start season recorded a second timber 
stakes win at Far Hills (NJ).  

Timber horses don’t run as often as 
hurdle horses, because the timber races 
are much longer and the fences solid. Hot 
Rize raced once in 2015, finishing fourth 
at Iroquois in the timber stakes. This year, 
he ran third in the Middleburg Hunt Cup 
Timber Stakes at Middleburg Spring Races 
two weeks before he finished third in the 
Virginia Gold Cup. Gerald Galligan rode 
him in all three contests.   

Hopes ran high, of course, for all the 
runners in this year’s Gold Cup, but win-
ning isn’t always measured by running 
fastest and first. Hot Rize, now 13, showed 
his heart, which is just as important as 
speed and jumping ability, even though he 
was bested by Ebanour and Lemony Bay, 
who happen to be younger by three and five 
years respectively. 

“I was so proud of how Hot Rize ran and 
how happy he looked doing it,” said Rus-
sell Haynes. “He came out of the Gold Cup 
like he never ran. He’s turned out with his 
best friend, my former timber horse, Shady 
Valley, and we’ll start jogging mid-summer 
and staff hunting and I’ll let him tell me 
where he wants to go and what he wants to 
do. Hot Rize doesn’t owe anybody a thing 
so it’s all up to him. He’s a very special 
horse and makes you want to stay in the 
game for sure. I love this horse. He’s part 
of the family and has made sure the legacy 
continues.”

 It’s heart that makes a champion — that 
indomitable spirit and will and courage to 
dig deeper — and it’s the equine characters 
who keep trying, like Hot Rize (aka Hotty), 
that make steeplechasing exciting, fun and, 
when you get to know the horses, incred-
ibly heartwarming.   

This year, Mother Nature had an el-
emental hissy fit, delivering chilly rain 
for the Virginia Gold Cup, but the spirit of 
“party hearty” prevailed. You could tell the 
difference between experienced enthusiasts 
and tourists by their attire: waterproof and/
or waxed jackets, hats and boots versus 
fancy hats, chi-chi sundresses and strappy 
sandals with stiletto heels. This year, Gold 
Cup’s milling multitude turned spectator 
areas, ordinarily sleek lawn, into chocolate 

mousse-like mud, prompting many fash-
ionistas to go bare foot.

The hallowed grounds of the Gold Cup 
course itself, where great horses earn cham-
pionship status, was deemed “soft” —  a 
testimony to the efforts made year-round 
to keep the turf footing in tiptop condition. 
Horses and jockeys went out sparkling and 
returned splattered with mud that couldn’t 
dim the glory of winning and placing well.

As for the ever-popular Terrier Races, 
sponsored by Big Dog Pots Pottery in near-
by Marshall, nothing dampened the spirits 
of these nimble, fleet little dogs and their 
equally keen people. Always adorably cute, 
their feisty antics attracted a huge crowd 
to the paddock to watch their practice runs 
and qualifying heats.

This year, 18 terriers were entered, and 
all but three were disqualified for going 
off course by dodging around the jumps to 
get to the lure. Lori Langford of Big Dog 
Pots presented the prizes, baskets with lots 
of goodies, to the winner, Swagger, the 
two runners-up, and a special gift basket 
for Carole Stadfield’s Angel, who raced 
for many years and won her share at Gold 
Cup but is now retired. Stadfield’s Gabriel 
raced, but was among the disqualified.

“Swagger has one other win at Gold 
Cup,” said Terry Kirby, who was thrilled 
with the 7-year-old, her first Jack Russell. 
“It was raining and soggy, but Swagger 
didn’t care — all he wanted was the fox 
tail.” 

Kirby credits her involvement with ter-
riers and racing to her mother-in-law, Liz 
Patterson, who had three Jack Russells, 
including Swagger, who needed to be an 
only dog. When Swagger was 3, he went 
home with Kirby and she continued to race 
him under both their names. Although Pat-
terson’s entry got eliminated, Swagger got 
the job done, earning glory for his proud 
co-owners.

If you missed the Virginia Gold Cup, 
there’s always the International Gold Cup 
Races in October, a sporting and social ex-
travaganza featuring terrier races and gor-
geous sleek Thoroughbreds soaring over 
timber and hurdles and on the flat, along 
with pari-mutuel wagering, in the spectacu-
lar setting of Great Meadow. 

www.vagoldcup.com

Hot rize

Ebanour

Terrier Races

f o o d i e s : 
s h a r p e n 
y o u r  
f o r k s .
Harrimans is thrilled to introduce Chef Ryan 

Arensdorf and his inspiring, reimagined 

menu. Experience the new, delicious flavors 

in a culinary carriage ride from the comfort 

of your seat in Salamander Resort & Spa’s 

signature restaurant.

JOIN US. RESERVATIONS AT HARRIMANSGRILL.COM OR CONNECT WITH US AT 877-557-0725. 
middleburg, virginia  |              @harrimansgrill  #harrimansgrill

92nd Running of the Virginia Gold Cup: Elemental & Unique
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Places & Faces
The 2017 Virginia Gold Cup
great meadow, the plains, VA -    Photos by Liz Callar Photo

Trainer Cyril Murphy, owner Mrs. Irwin Naylor, Jockey Gustan Dahl & Governor Terry McAuliffe, his wife, Dorothy.

Dr. Al Griffin & Gray Carr GriffinDevon Zembrovious, Nicky Perry, Margaret Littleton,George Kuk, Robin Keyes & Andrew Stifler.

Donna Rogers, “Dapper Dan” winner of the first race.  
Trained by Neil Morris & ridden by Darren Nagle

SecurityReal EstateOrganic Foods

Elevate your Tailgate

Local Beer & Wine
Artisan Cheeses

Special Orders 
Welcome!

LOCAL • ORGANIC • HUMANE

Elevate your Tailgate

Local Beer & Wine
Artisan Cheeses

Special Orders 
Welcome!

LOCAL • ORGANIC • HUMANE

Wine Tasting

Got Wine? As featured in 
Southern Living, Wally, the 

charming & chatty wine 
proprietor is always tasting 

at the Aldie Peddler”
703-327-6743

Rt. 50 ~ Historic Aldie, VA

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner

800.200.8663
www.silentpss.com

Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured
Matt McKay

540-687-5114 
540-868-2330

Servicing
Loudoun, Fauquier & 
Surrounding Areas!

EMBREY’S
T R E E  S E R V I C E

We’ll go Out on a Limb to Please!
Tree Removal
Brush Clearing
Timming
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Cabling

Tree &Shrub Care
Lot Clearing

Storm Damage
Free Estimates

Fully Insured & lIcensed
resIdentIal & commercIal

540.687.6796

Shade TreesArborists

The ink for your imaginationTM

two locations!
501 E. Main Street

Purcellville, VA 20132
540.338.5900

data@mrprint.net

5 E. Federal Street
Middleburg, VA 20117

540.687.5710
middleburg@mrprint.net

Digital  ·  Offset  ·  Banners
Large Format  ·  Mailing

Printer

Shade Tree Farm
703.370.TREE (8733)

www.shadetreefarm.com

Growing & Installing BIG Trees

Plumbing

for advertising information call 540.687.3200

THOMAS  &  TALBOT 
REAL  ESTATE

THOMAS-TALBOT.com
(540) 687-6500

Home Health Care

Since 1994
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Places & Faces
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The Virginia Gold Cup May 6th 2017
great meadow, the plains, VA -    Photos by Anna Purdy

Betsy Manierre & Robert Boucher

Paddy Young on Schoodic winner of The David H. Semmes Memorial

Darren Nagle on Nicki Valvo’s Triton Light warming up 
prior to Steeplethon

Gustav Dahl on Ebanour winner of GC congratulated by 
Darren Nagle on Grand Manan

Kieran Norris on Mutin owned by Kinross. Gustav Dahl on Ebanour winner of GC congratulated
 by Darren Nagle on Grand Manan
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Monday, June 5 - Sunday, June 11, 2017
Upperville Colt & Horse Show

164th Annual

Go to www.upperville.com to view live webcast feedFor Information call (540) 687-5740

Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Enjoy the Upperville Experience & Relax under the oaks 
Shopping & Food Vendors available on the grounds

$40,000 Welcome Stakes - Friday evening
Sponsored by Jim Thompson-Washington Fine Properties 

and  Wiseman & Associates Wealth ManagementGrafton & Salem Showgrounds - Just minutes west of Middleburg on Rt. 50 
Show Starts daily at 8AM Admission $10 - children under 12 FREE

Join us for a week in the country at Ameria’s oldest horse show

$25,000 USHJA International Hunter Derby 
Saturday evening

Sponsored by Salamander Resort & Spa

$216,000 UPPERVILLE 
JUMPER CLASSIC

ON SUNDAY, JUNE11, 2016

$30,000 National Jumper Classic 
Thursday evening

Photos by Teresa Ramsay

Show Starts daily at 8AM Show Starts daily at 8AM Show Starts daily at 8 Admission $10 - children under 12 FREE

The thrill of the Jumpers The tradition of the Hunters

Email: uchs1853@gmail.com or visit upperville.com

Sponsored by Salamander Resort & Spa
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Places & Faces
Windy Hill Fashion Show
Oak spring Farm, Upperville, VA -  Photos by dee Dee Hubbard

Prem Devadas, Sheila Johnson, Raymond Guest, Gloria & Howard Armfield

Beth ann Moscatello donna Barkley 
and Lili Barkley

Nerissa BrownRebekah Pizana Laura dunlop Andy SmithHighcliffe Clothiers

Anne MacLoed and Tom sweitzerKayse Gazawi  and Shelly Betz The Fun Shop Brian Wilson and Alex Vogel and the “New Bus”!

Carol Caballero and 
betty Inestroza

Eryn Gable,  alex & Jen Fleming and Nick Jenkins Natalie Lacaze and Kate Ryan Beth Ann Moscatello, Stefanie Bates, 
Bethann Beeman and Jenny Long.

Sheila Johnson and Jill Vogel

Kim Hart and Tom Patterson

Puvaa Sampath, Judy Washburn, 
Maite Dougherty and Helen Wiley

Remy Patterson, Novona Barham, 
Lisa Patterson and Paula austin

Gary Shook and Ann Rodman Shook

Leah Ferguson and Linda Taylor

Mark Metzger, Tara Wegdam, Gridgette Wilson, Liz Mandros, Paige Allen, 
Karen Jackson and Frannie Kanstiener.

Bob Dale and Laura Scharffenberg



Page 28   Middleburg Eccentric     •   May 25 ~ June 22, 2017 Middleburg Eccentric     •    May 25 ~ June 22, 2017  Page 29

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

Places & Faces
Land Trust of Virginia Garden Party
Wind fields Farm, Middleburg, VA-  Story & Photos by NANCY KLECK

Timothy and 
Therese Harmon’s 
Wind Fields Farm 
was the lovely 

setting of the Land Trust 
of Virginia’s 19th Annual 
Garden Party. The celebra-
tion also marked the 25th 
year in LTV’s mission to 
protect natural places and 
working lands forever 
through conservation ease-
ments. To add color to the 
event, local artists painted 

in plein aire around the 
gardens and grounds as 
guests browsed the silent 
auction.

Christopher Dematatis, 
Chairman, welcomed 
guests and presented 
awards. Turner T. Smith, 
Jr. received the Conserva-
tion of the Year Award for 
Leadership and Lifetime 
Achievement; Dr. Thom-
as Graves Gilbert, Jr.,              

received the Landowner 
of the Year; and H. Samuel 
and Uta Brown, Jr., were 
awarded Stewards of the 
Year. 

Since its inception, LTV 
has helped 151 landown-
ers protect 16,049 acres 
through conservation ease-
ments. The requests for as-
sistance from landowners 
continue to grow each year.

Artist Patty Craighill

Steve Price, Stephanie Kenyon and Vince Leon-Guerroro

Barbara Sharp and Steffanie Burgevin

Tracy Coffing and Ron Gogos with artist Misia BroadheadTurner T. Smith, Jr., Conservationist of the Year 
Award for Leadership and Lifetime Achievement.

 Dr. Thomas G. Gilbert, Jr., Landowner of the Year

Tim Harmon, Catherine and Robert Spicer Nagle on Grand Manan

James Rich, Christopher Dematatis, Nicole Perry

Childs Burden, Rachel Cara Cara, Cary Beer, and Sharon Hess

Penny Denegre, Robert Varrin and John denegre

Artists Marci Nadler and Leslie Anthony

Del. Randy Minchew

Tim Harmon and Tom Wiseman

Our Father’s Day Blues, Brews & BBQ Package
Plan a special Father’s Day with your family on the Goodstone estate! 

Enjoy great music, a classic car show, lawn games and BBQ buffet. 
Stay overnight with a 30% discount, too. Call Guest Services for details.

June Workshop: Growing Gourmet & Medicinal Mushrooms 
Learn how to grow several varieties of mushrooms with expert 

Mark Jones of Sharondale Farm. Each guest will receive and create an 
Oyster Mushroom inoculated log during this educational workshop. 

(June 3rd, 9am-12pm) Cost: $40. Call Guest Services to RSVP.

36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg, VA 20117 
540.687.3333 or 877-219-4663 / www.goodstone.com

Celebrate Father’s Day at Goodstone!
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540.364.3609  • 540.272.0200

Hunt Country Pool Builders, inC.
sPas • Fountains • WaterFalls • Patios

Consulting/ProjeCt ManageMent
Design/BuilD

Call for an Appointment
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It was a cacophony 
of excitement and 
nerves for the pup-
pies of Middleburg 

Hunt last week during 
the puppy show held 
at Dr. Betsee Parker’s 
beautiful Huntland 
Farm. Richard Rob-
erts, in his first year as 
Huntsman with the hunt, 
seemed as relaxed as 
one could be with a new 
group of charges.

Judges Mr. and Mrs. 
Coleman Perrin, MFA of 
Deep Run Hunt, chose 
“Kit” as best bitch and 
champion of the show. 
“Kasper” was honored 
as best dog. Afterwards, 
the juniors got their 
chance to show off their 
showmanship in prepa-
ration for their classes 
at the Virginia Hound 
Show next weekend. 
Troy Ingerson, spon-
sored by 

Queenie and Doug 
Kemmerer, won the blue 
ribbon in a group of over 
a dozen youngsters.

For all you hound lov-
ers, the hound show is 
Sunday, May 28, 9 am, 
at Morven Park. Classes 
run all day, but the ju-
niors are held around 
noon. Come out and 
support our youngsters, 
two legged and four!

Places & Faces
Middleburg Hunt Puppy Show
National Sporting Library & Museum, Middleburg, VA - Story & Photos by Nancy Kleck
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Places & Faces

Serving students in Junior Kindergarten through 8th grade since 1926
TheHillSchool.org

“Before I learned to write 
for Google, I learned to 

write at Hill School.”

“Back in 6th Grade at Hill School, Mr. Mack asked us 

to set aside ego for the sake of relentless edits to our 

Rosetta Stone papers. Today at Google, when I’m on 

my third or fourth edit of an article or speech, I still 

think of Mr. Mack and put my prose before my pride.”

When you visit our village-style campus in 
Middleburg, VA you’ll learn how we develop 

students with strong character, self-confi dence, 
a sense of community, and a lifelong love of learning.

Celie O’Neil-Hart 
Content Marketing 
Manager, Google
The Hill School 
Class of 2002

Piedmont Driving Club Carriage Drive
Farmer’s Delight, Middleburg, VA -  Story by Carl Cox, Photos by Liz Callar

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Cox driving their “black and tan” 

Through the gener-
osity of Dr. Betsee 
Parker, the Pied-
mont Driving Club 

was invited to gather at her 
Farmer’s Delight Estate for 
a carriage drive through the 
grounds and then to Hunt-
land where Dr. Parker has 
worked tirelessly to restore 
and recapture the very im-
portant link that this estate 
has played in foxhunting, a 
sport that is said to have rein-
vigorated the economy of the 
region in the early 20th cen-
tury. Eleven “turn outs” from 
the Piedmont Driving Club 
were honored to trot through 
these historic estates (both 

on the U.S. National Register 
of Historic Places). There is 
a clear kinship between car-
riage driving and such plac-
es. While the PDC has been 
in existence only since 1972, 
its members strive to pre-
serve and enhance the art and 
sport of carriage driving. The 
Club participates in about 45 
picnic drives each year, most 
of which take place on the 
farms and roads of Northern 
Virginia. For more informa-
tion about the PDC, please 
visit the website www.pied-
montdr iv ingc lubva .com 
Members of the PDC come 
from all backgrounds and 
drive many different breeds 

of horses and ponies to a va-
riety of vehicles. Typically 
they drive 5-10 miles with a 
rest stop along the way. Af-
terwards the Club enjoys a 
picnic together. This one was 
particularly special as it was 
Mother’s Day and members 
had their lunch in view of a 
tiny chapel on the grounds 
of Farmer’s Delight. Later 
we discovered that this most 
interesting stone structure is 
a replica of a chapel that a 
former owner had admired 
when he was Ambassador to 
West Germany! The Club is 
grateful to Kate Robbins, of 
Huntland for her efforts in 
making this drive a reality.

Dr. Tom and Marykay Albert, Fredericksburg, Va. Lisa Andersen drives “Cloud” 

Molly Savage and her Mom Lil Jacobs, The Plains, Va.stiener. Alcinda and Tom Hatfield, Gainesville, Va. 

Lil Jacobs, The Plains, Va. The Piedmont Driving Club sets out from Farmer’s Delight 

Carl Cox, Vice President, Piedmont Driving Club

Caroline Cox, Co-chairperson PDC Picnic Drive Committee

Wayne Porter and Cynthia Daily with her carriage 
dog in matching hats

Barbara and Tom Wolf, The Plains, Va. 
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Progeny
Congratulations to the Foxcroft Class of 2017

CONTACT US TODAY! 
Cassella Slater 
540.687.5210 

cassella@middleburgmontessori.com 

Welcoming children from birth through age 15! 

Middleburg Montessori School 
Providing affordable, quality, bi-lingual Montessori education to children in Loudoun, Fauquier, and 

Clarke Counties for over 35 years! 
 

Montessori School does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or 
operations. These activities include, but are not limited to, hiring and firing of staff, selection of volunteers and vendors, and provision of services. We are committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of our 

staff, clients, volunteers, subcontractors, vendors, and clients. 

www.MiddleburgMontessori.com 

The 35 members of the 
class, which gradu-
ates Friday, May 26, 
have been offered 140 

acceptances and more than $2.1 
million in merit scholarships 
from  90 colleges and universi-
ties in the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Canada.

They plan to attend the following:

American University
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
College of William and Mary
University of Colorado at Boulder
Cornell University
Davidson College

Dickinson College
Eckerd College
Emory University
Florida Institute of Technology
Georgetown University (2)
Lafayette College
University of Mary Washington (3)
University of Maryland, College Park

University of Miami
New York University
North Carolina State University
Pratt Institute
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
University of Richmond
Sewanee: The University of the South
St. Andrews William & Mary Joint 

Degree Programme
Stevens Institute of Technology
Sweet Briar College
Rotman Commerce, University of 
Toronto 
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Tech (3)
University of Virginia (2)

2017 Arbor Day Poster Winners 

Kindergarten
Kopecky, Morgan E. - MCCS

McCaskey, Caitlin, THS
Parker, Natalie S. – MCCS

Grade 1
Cooper, Grant F. - MCCS
Posey, Malia J. – MCCS
Richardson, Kennedy J. – 

MCCS

Grade 2
Ford, Isabella C. – MCCS

Lutter, Olivia S. – MCCS
Nicholson, Faith K - MCCS

Grade 3
Deprado, Kathryn R. – MCCS

Gutierrez Espinoza, Kelly – 
MCCS

Steverson, Chloe J. – MCCS

Grade 4
Gonen, Nathan A. – MCCS
Rush, Madeline W. – MCCS
Westover, Cora L. – MCCS

Grade 5
Cavaliere, Carsyn – THS

Collins, Catherine M. – MCCS
Quanbeck, Annika C. – MCCS

continued ………………

HONORABLE MENTION
Cleary, Brianna V. – MCCS

Igoe, Kylie – THS
VanSant, Bea – THS

Wakefield student featured 
Southern Teachers’ calendar contest

For the second year in a 
row, Wakefield School 
has an award winning 
student artist featured in 

the prestigious Southern Teach-
ers’ calendar contest. Southern 
Teachers, located in Charlottes-
ville, VA, is the oldest premiere 
placement agency for private 
and independent schools across 
the South. The Southern Teach-
ers Agency Academic Calen-
dar features students’ artwork 
which, “focus on a distinctive, 
recognizable feature of a cam-
pus building or structure of the 
school attended by the artist. 
Twelve pictures for publica-
tion in the art calendar and their 
website were chosen, one being 
from Wakefield sophomore, 
Chloe Osborn of Upperville.  

Chloe Osborn’s watercolor, 
Senior Chairs, was chosen from 
hundreds of entries coming 
from states as north as Pennsyl-
vania and as far west as Texas. 
She was one of two students 
selected from Virginia. Anyone 
familiar with Wakefield knows 
that the Adirondack chairs, tra-
ditionally enjoyed by seniors in 
their garden, and the view of the 
mountains in the background of 

her piece are a classic element 
of the school’s picturesque 
campus. She chose the location 
to paint because she felt it best 
represented the distinct beauty 
only found at Wakefield’s cam-
pus. 

Chloe, under the guidance 
of art teacher and local painter, 
Teresa Duke, completed her 
watercolor in her Studio Art I 
class. This was the first major 
art piece she has painted with 
watercolor. Chloe wanted to 
try a new medium she was un-
familiar with. In addition to be-
ing published in the calendar, 
Chloe was also awarded a cer-
tificate of commendation and $ 
50.00 gift certificate from Blick 
Art Materials. She plans to buy 
plenty of tubes of watercolor to 
paint more masterpieces. 

Calendars will be distributed 
to the winning recipients and 
over 2,000 schools early this 
summer. 

Advertising Deadline June 14th 
for June 22nd Issue

Download our Media Kit @ www.mbecc.com

540-687-3200
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Jumpers
2017

at GREAT MEADOW

WHAT ARE YOU DOING  
FRIDAY NIGHT?
MAY 26. JUNE 23 . JULY 28 . SEPTEMBER 1

RAIN DATES ARE THE SUNDAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Gates open at 6:30
$40/carload

Featuring 
7PM - $500 Child/Adult Classic

8:30PM - $5,000 Mini Prix
Tailgating, VIP Boxes, Bonfire Pit,  

DJ & Dancing until late!

5089 OLD TAVERN ROAD • THE PLAINS, VA 20198 
EquestrianFoundation.org • 540-454-6673 • Find us on Facebook!

Presented by the High Performance Equestrian Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization.

PHOTO AND DESIGN © CALLIE BROADDUS

OUR PAST IS OUR FUTURE.

middleburg 
Academy
Learn Lead Serve

35321 Notre Dame Lane, Middleburg, VA 20117  •  www.MiddleburgAcademy.org

facebook.com/middleburgacademy           instagram.com/middleburgacademy          @middleburgacdmy            

Our 2017 Spring Soiree raised valuable funds for our Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM) program. Every 
student benefits from this curriculum that prepares students for rigorous demands for life after Middleburg Academy and the tools 
for design thinking. This year’s initiative, STEAM 2.0, expands these programs and will introduce a new Design Studio. Students 
will be able to design and engineer in wood, steel, glass and iron. The students will bring our century-old stables back to life through 
woodworking, and we will welcome horses in 2017 that will be part of the educational process through their care, study and creativity.

Thank you to our sponsors for your generous support.

The Stables at Middleburg Academy
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Pastimes

The Artist’s Perspective

Tom Neel

With the closing of our 
gallery five months 
ago last December, 
social functions 

have had me sometimes confront-
ed with these words, “How are 
you enjoying retirement?”   The 
first time, it caught me complete-
ly off guard, because as busy as 
I am with painting, commissions 
and writing, and other new proj-
ects in the pipeline, retirement is 
not even a thought.  It had given 
me a chuckle though, thinking 
back on the time many years 
ago when a financial planner 
we hired asked me about retire-

ment.  “”Retirement?”, I replied, 
“I do what people do when they 
retire, there’s nothing for me to 
retire from!” he wasn’t prepared 
for that.

The truth here is two-fold. Part 
of the luxury of being an artist is 
creative time has a reasonable 
amount of flexibility built into 
it which allows one to appear to 
have time on their hands. As an 
example, I’m writing this col-
umn, and the sun hasn’t come 
up, and I may be painting at 9:30 
tonight.   As I’m knocking on 
the door of 30 years of my cho-
sen path, time management has 
played an important role in stress 
reduction. I don’t dilly dally with 

projects by any means, but I don’t 
live without smelling the roses 
either.   In fact, I would say it’s 
an essential part of my life. One 
that might make people think I’m 
retired!

The second truth is that it 
has been reasonably substanti-
ated that the number of baby 
boomers retiring each day is 
10,000.  Mostly in their 60’s [I’m 
62], retirement can look very dif-
ferent to different people, but all 
can and many do, find creativity 
as a meaningful way of filling a 
void in the time they now have on 
their hands. In fact, what I have 
always loved about my creativ-
ity is its equal usage of mind and 

hands. Creativity is not simply 
thought, it is thought with action. 
Lots of people have ideas each 
and every day.  Artists by their 
very nature do something to make 
those ideas become a reality.  An 
idea for a book doesn’t make a 
book, writing a book does.

Possibly the most important 
characteristic of being artistic re-
mains self-expression.   It’s your 
voice having something to say, be 
it a reality, fiction, or biographi-
cal, through a chosen medium.  I 
have often referred to art as the 
most freedom you will ever have 
and trust me, that is exactly what 
I think retirement should look 
like. Freedom. Those of you all 
who associate me with our com-
pany Live An Artful Life(.com), 
well, that’s what those words 
mean. 

Many of us live amazingly 
scheduled lives.  The alarm goes 
off; you shuffle through a morn-
ing routine, maybe then subject 
yourself to rush hour, which iron-
ically is where your life comes 
to a bumper to bumper stand-
still.   Projects within your job 
description may seem redundant 
for the next 30 years, where you 
plan and work extra hard to prep 
for those vacations, only to work 
twice as hard when you return. 
Promotions are hopeful, layoffs 
possible, stress predictable and 
freedom less than likely.  I know, 
I did it, and to be fair, I’m not 
implying that work is in anyway 

a bad thing.   In fact, productiv-
ity, in my opinion, is a massively 
good thing. It’s all the stuff that 
gets in the way of productivity 
that makes retirement for many, 
a thing to look forward to.  

If your retirement is in sight 
or has already taken place, al-
low yourself to at least try tap-
ping into your creative side.  My 
best recommendations if you 
do are to allow it to be fun first. 
Don’t plague it with the same 
work agenda you’ve been pre-
programmed with since you were 
young. If you’ve always known 
you wanted to paint or play an 
instrument or write, or act, or do 
needlepoint, or knit, go for it.  If 
not, just try different things and 
see what makes you happy.   Be 
free, not stressed or pressured, 
and remember, everything you’ve 
learned to this point has taken a 
lifetime.  So be fair with creativ-
ity and allow it to be fun first and 
the results will come naturally.

Live An Artful Life,  Tom

Brandy Greenwell

The Eagles have landed 
from their winter horse 
showing in Florida and 
are in full swing with the 

Virginia circuit.   Though it has 
been many, many moons since I 
have horse showed, I appreciate 
the dedication and athleticism 
of equestrians near and far, but I 
can’t help but notice the changes 
from the showing of yesteryear.

Helmets.   My mom used to 
wear not much more than an 
oval shaped, velvet covered, 
cardboard chapeau with little to 
no noggin protection.   When I 
started riding, I wore a slightly 
more updated version of that 

helmet with an elastic strap and 
plastic chin guard.  That evolved 
to the clear, snap in harnesses be-
ing en vogue despite how bulky 
and irritating they were to your 
face.   Then came the first “safe-
ty” helmets that were like wear-
ing a medicine ball on your head.  
So please don’t complain about 
your favorite maker only coming 
in 5 colors without ventilation, 
it could be a lot, lot worse.   Be 
thankful for the styles, selection, 
and protection.

 Fashion.   Equestrian fashion 
is very savvy now and changes 
every season like a Parisian run-
way show.  Choker pins, sleeve-
less rat-catchers, and breeches 
that came up to your rib cage and 
matched your horse used to be 
the desired look.

 Equipment.  You never had a 
saddle “fit” to your horse or you 
for that matter.  You rode in what 
was available, which usually was 
a flat, hard as a rock, piece of 
cowhide with a stiff tree, a for-
ward flap and billets attaching to 
either a string girth or three-fold 
sans elastic top.   Saddles were 
very unsophisticated so to stay in 
the tack, you either had to ride or 
pray.  Also, full cheek bits were 
all the rage.  No one even thought 
about using a D-ring when show-
ing.

  Prizes and Protocols.   You 
didn’t longe in draw reins for 
hours before your class.   You 
got up early, played demolition 

derby in the schooling ring at the 
crack of dawn and then pulled up 
your braids while tied to the trail-
er waiting for the show to start.  
You actually rode the bucks out 
and generally ate a lot of dirt 
when schooling.   Yes, dirt, as 
we used to show on grass, some-
times even on an outside course.   
And only the top 6 were placed.  
GASP!

 Horse Show Food.  You used 
to be lucky to get a cup of instant 
coffee, glazed doughnut, ham-
burger or hot dog with ketchup 
or mustard only and a bag of 
Lay’s potato chips with soda.  If 
they had a bake sale with rice 
crispy treats, it was a good day.  
Nowadays you have an entire 
food court at horse shows with 
fresh cooked, multi-cultural cui-
sine for all dietary restrictions or 
desires.   A burger may cost you 
$15, but it will be a damn good 
burger instead of a hockey puck 
with plastic cheese.

  Oh my, how times have 
changed.  Happy showing every-
one!!

Horse Show Evolution
Sincerely me

NOW serving the 
Middleburg Community!

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $10.00.

The Middleburg Business and 
Professional Association invites you

to our June Mixer

Tuesday, June 13
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by 
Middleburg Millwork

106 South Madison Street

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos

Today everyone should 
believe that they can 
keep most or all of their 
teeth for their entire life.  

There are many factors that can 
affect your oral health and some 
became more common and pro-
nounced as we age.  Here are 
some tips to help you maintain 
great oral health:

Oral Hygiene:  To maintain 
great oral health brush at least 
twice daily, floss daily and have 
regular dental visits, as recom-
mended by your dentist.  

Arthritis:  As we age, arthri-
tis can make it more difficult 
to maintain good oral hygiene.  
Larger handled electric tooth-
brushes are more effective and 

easier to use than manual tooth-
brushes.  Some interdental clean-
ers may be easier to use than floss.  
Your dentist can advise about the 
many products available to assist 
with better homecare based on 
your individual needs.

Medications and Dry Mouth: 
In general, the more medications 
we take, the more at risk we are 
for oral health problems because 
many medications have the side 
effect of dry mouth.  Dry mouth 
is a major factor in creating an 
environment for cavities and 
periodontal disease as well as 
bad breath.  As we age our saliva 
glands produce less saliva lead-
ing to a dryer mouth.  Also, dry 
mouth can make eating uncom-
fortable, making proper nutrition 
and good health a problem.

Nutrition:  A healthy diet in-
cludes, fresh fruits, unsalted 
nuts, fresh vegetables, low-fat 
dairy, lean protein, eliminating 
processed foods and beverages, 
limiting alcohol, avoiding sugar 
and refined carbohydrates and 
drinking water.  A well-balanced 
diet will also strengthen bones of 
the jaw.  Ingesting good sources 
of calcium helps bone regenerate 
and chewing stimulates the jaw 
bone making it stronger.   It may 
be difficult to get all the vitamins 
and minerals needed from the 
foods we eat today, so I also ad-
vise people be tested for deficien-
cies and discuss their diet and 
supplements with their physician 
or a nutritionist.

Exercise: This is important for 

heart health but also bone health.  
Regular exercise strengthens 
muscles, bones and helps with 
our balance.  Stronger muscles, 
bones and good balance make 

it less likely people will have 
serious falls that may fracture 
bones.  Just as weight bearing 
exercises will strengthen bones, 
eating foods with a texture like 
meats, nuts, and raw vegetables 
strengthen the jaw bones.

Joint Replacement: Some 
people may need to have one or 
more joints replaced during their 
life.  Most of these people do not 
need to have antibiotic premedi-
cation before dental visits as pre-
viously thought.  The number of 
antibiotic resistant diseases has 
dramatically increased over the 
last several years, and it is be-
cause antibiotics had been pre-
scribed too frequently and for too 
many days.  Dentists and physi-
cians are now very careful to pre-
scribe only when necessary.  The 
American Dental Association 
and the American Association 
of Orthopedic Surgeons have 
recommended that most joint re-
placement patients do not need 
premedication.  Ask your dentist 
or orthopedic surgeon about your 
individual needs.

May you have longevity and 
good health.

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos is a 
Fellow in the Academy of Gener-
al Dentistry; he is on the faculty 
of Spear Education, a member 
the American Academy of Cos-
metic Dentistry, the American 
Academy of Dental Sleep Medi-
cine and the American Dental 
Association.  Dr. Gallegos prac-
tices dentistry in Middleburg, VA.  
www.MiddleburgSmiles.com.

Dental Health 
with a Focus on 
Adults Over Age 60
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Pastimes

Tim Burch

A growing percentage 
of our business in the 
greater Middleburg 
area has been beautiful 

equestrian facilities.  Some have 
been in conjunction with sepa-
rate residential renovations, oth-
ers incorporated grooms quar-
ters or apartments for weekend 
getaways or guests, and others 

have been multi-barn complex-
es. We’ve even “rescued” a cli-
ent from a project that went sour 
with their previous builder. In 
each case, we brought BOWA’s 
30 years of experience, proven 

processes and network of spe-
cialized vendors and trades-
people to bear to deliver quality, 
value and beautiful functionality.

When approached for an 
equestrian renovation, my mis-
sion is to learn about the owner’s 
goals and needs, then provide 
valuable guidance.  The truth 
is, I’m not the right fit for every 
barn project. For a simple struc-
ture, I’m probably more “horse-
power” than you need, but I’m 
always happy to share my ex-
perience and point folks in the 
right direction.  However, for 
complex buildings, higher levels 
of finishes, situations where the 
owner is remote and other more-
complicated needs and scenari-
os, BOWA is the perfect choice.

A successful equestrian proj-
ect requires proper and thorough 
planning. Great forethought 
must be given to ensure the wel-
fare of the animals, functional-
ity, environmental stewardship, 
aesthetics and overall feasibility.  
An experienced team can guide 
you through a detailed planning 
process to determine how best 
to balance your priorities, needs, 
and goals to ensure smooth con-
struction and a successful result.

Consider the Site
The first step is to carefully 

evaluate the site, taking the time 
to do research as needed.  Im-
portant considerations include 
zoning restrictions, easements, 
sufficient acreage, optimal lay-
out, availability of utilities and 
any homeowner association or 
town requirements/guidelines.  It 
is best to uncover any limitations 
or challenges before beginning 
design.

Facilities and Functionality
It’s always beneficial to cre-

ate a list of needs, wants, and 
maybes. With both current and 
long-term usage in mind, con-
sider the type of construction 
you want, the number of horses 
to accommodate, tack and stor-
age needs, sleeping quarters, 
wash needs, aisle widths, and 
style preferences.  Do you need 
a riding arena or ring or more 
than one structure?  An expe-
rienced professional can help 
you to make educated decisions.  
They can also provide guidance 
on air quality, manure manage-
ment, temperature regulation, 
drainage, insulation and other 
aspects critical to the success of 
your project.  There are many, 
many pieces to the puzzle and 
each needs to be carefully vetted 
and weighed against your budget 
goals before construction begins.

Pasture Planning
As important as what’s under 

roof, is carefully planning for 
your pasture needs.  How many 
pastures are needed, are they for 
show horses or larger feeding 
areas, where do you need water 
access, are they easily accessible 
and have I considered main-
tenance are all questions that 
should be asked and answered 
during the design phase.

These points are just the tip of 
the iceberg when it comes to suc-
cessfully planning an equestrian 
construction project, which can 
be as complicated as any whole-
house remodel or new home 
project. With years of experience 
in this arena, I know that the time 
spent in careful planning, value 
engineering, and thoughtful de-
sign goes a long way regarding 
delivering quality, value and an 
equestrian remodeling experi-
ence you can enjoy. 

Tim Burch is a Vice Presi-
dent of BOWA, award-winning 
design, and construction firm 
specializing in renovations rang-
ing from master suites and kitch-
ens to whole-house remodels. 
A Northern Virginia native and 
third-generation builder, Tim 
enjoys calling on his 30 years 
of design-build experience to 
solve clients’ home-related chal-
lenges. He is the Construction 
Advisor for The Mosby Heritage 
Area Association and sits on the 
Board of Building Appeals for 
Fauquier County. Before joining 
BOWA, Tim was the Lead Proj-
ect Manager of Construction 
for the Emmy Award winning 
construction reality television 
show, Extreme Makeover Home 
Edition on ABC Television. For 
more information on Tim and the 
BOWA team, visit www.bowa.
com or call 540-687-6771.

Considering an Equestrian Building Project?
Ask a Remodeler

Poison Ivy
The Plant Lady

SLEEP 
SOLUTIONS
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RESTORE 
YOUR 
TEETH 

MAKE OVER 
YOUR 
SMILE

REPLACE
MISSING 

TEETH

ROBERT A. GALLEGOS, DDS, FAGD
FELLOW ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY

Let us help you find your   at 

Your smile is a reflection of your health 
and happiness. Smart choices start with 
understanding all your options.  

From our first meeting through a lifetime 
of caring for your teeth, we promise a 

thoughtful and consistent approach 
to your dental care.

Karen Rexrode

There is lots of confusion 
over poison ivy, poison 
sumac, and its relatives. 
Even the actual rash that 

comes from poison ivy contact 
has many false beliefs. It’s not 
contagious, those seeping, ooz-
ing bubbles that make you want 
to amputate  itchy  limbs or skin. 

Relief can be found from various 
sources, but it’s always best to 
recognize the plant, even to un-
derstand what to do once you’ve 
touched or brushed against it. 

There are nine species of 
Toxicodendron. The botanical 
root for the genus comes from 
Greek toxicos or poisonous and 
dendron for a tree. Our eastern 
poison ivy, the most common 
culprit,  is  Toxicodendron radi-
cans, referring to its vining habit. 
Within our geographical region, 
West Virginia and Maryland, you 
can also find Toxicodendron ver-
nix or poison sumac. In this case, 
the species name is from Latin 
vagus, meaning wandering, rov-
ing or roaming. 

As gardeners, we are apt to 
suffer from a reaction to touch-
ing the leaves. And it’s not actual 
poison in the leaves, rather an 
allergen that causes our immune 

system to react. The reaction is 
delayed, usually 8 to 48 hours. 
The good news, sensitivity usu-
ally decreases with age and with 
repeated exposure, although ev-
eryone has a different level of 
sensitivity. Some folks are com-
pletely immune to the oil or uru-
shiol in the leaf, I have known 
people that claimed they could 
eat it! 

The oil is sticky, and a reaction 
can come from the soil it’s grow-
ing in, or even from petting your 
pet after they have rubbed against 
the leaves. It’s only humans that 
suffer from the sticky oil, various 
mammals eat the leaves, and over 
60 species of birds consume the 
seed, hence the random occur-
rence in our gardens. The stem is 
hairy, which is one way to recog-
nize the plant, particularly in the 
winter, when a reaction is just as 
likely. An old saying warns us; 

“Leaves of three, let them be. 
Hairy be wary”. 

Various remedies for post con-
tact are incredibly effective. Both 
Tecnu and Zanfel remove the uru-
shiol, best used within 10 min-
utes after contact before the oil 
binds with the skin. Use as a liq-
uid soap, cover your skin, leave it 
on for up to minute and rinse off. 
I have been lucky enough to have 
Tecnu work an hour after contact. 
Tecnu was originally designed to 
remove radioactive fallout dust; 
it’s a cleanser. Zanfel binds with 
the urushiol oil to remove it, ef-
fective even after symptoms oc-
cur.

Poison Ivy is related to ca-
shews, all in the same sumac 
family. A common misconcep-
tion;  not all sumac are poison-
ous. With cashew nuts, the outer 
skin does contain urushiol oil, 
but when roasted, the oil is de-

stroyed. Note to self; don’t roast 
raw cashew nuts and breath the 
smoke. The most dangerous reac-
tion to poison ivy or its oil comes 
from breathing the smoke when 
burning plants. The lining of the 
lungs can become inflamed; you 
can end up in the hospital. 

My favorite way to remove the 
plant is using a long, plastic bag. 
As I pull the offender out of the 
ground, I lift the bag to cover the 
leaves and then dispose of both. 
Newspaper can be used the same 
way. Even the slightest touch of 
a leaf will have me itching, so I 
keep something available to ne-
gate the problem. I’ve spent too 
much time suffering from the 
rash to ask for it again. It must 
be time for me to be immune, 
wouldn’t that be grand?

Steve Chase

River and Roots

The history of music per-
formances at Watermel-
on Park in Berryville is 
long and distinguished.  

There are two main events each 
year, the upcoming River and 
Roots Festival, and the Water-
melon Park Festival, held in 
September of each year.  The 
setup is great, plenty of camp-
ing space along the river and a 
stage set amongst an oak grove.  
Considering it’s right over the 
mountain from Middleburg, it’s 
an easy trip to see some great 
music.  This year’s River and 
Roots will be held June 23-25, 
and the lineup includes We Banjo 
3, the great Michael Daves, with 
Tony Trischka and Brittany Haas, 
Sherman Holmes feat. The In-
gramettes, Black Masala, Corn 
Potato String Band, Bud’s Col-
lective, and some local favorites, 
including Furnace Mountain and 
The Woodshedders.  There’s also 
a farmer’s market tent, activities 
for kids, and a Fiddle Camp for 
all ages that meet each afternoon, 
June 20-23.  Add in the camp-
ground picking and jamming 
that will take place, and you 
have a great local musical event 
that will bring you back to your 
roots.  For more info on festival 
tickets and the Fiddle Camp, go 
to riverandroots.com.

Middleburg Concert Series
Want some chamber music 

right here in Town?  In June, the 
Middleburg Concert Series will 
present its inaugural Internation-
al Music Festival.  The Festival 
to be held June 22-25, and will be 
a fine opportunity for students in 
the intermediate to advance level 
to study under the guidance of 
our roster of internationally ac-
claimed musicians that include: 
Tatiana Kotcherguina (Viola), 
Algimantas Staskevicius (Vio-
lin), Dr. Maryory Serrano (Vio-
lin), Cynthia Saucedo (Violin), 
and Dr. Alan Saucedo (Cello). 

The Faculty will present two to 
three performances and will close 
with a concert featuring Peabody 
Institute pianist Brian Ganz.  For 
more information on the clinics 
and performances, go to www.
middleburgconcertseries.com

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
I first saw Yes at a show in 

Hartford in 1976.  It was a misty 
night, and Anderson’s voice was 
paired with newfangled lasers in 
the lighting system, which pro-
jected sharp beams of green light 
piecing through the mist.  To 
many of us who loved progres-
sive music in the 70s, Yes was 
the penultimate band, with its 
complex symphonic music and 
musical virtuosity capped off by 
Anderson’s unique tenor voice. 
I was psyched to see Yes finally 
make it into the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame.  They played two songs, 
one with the help of Geddy Lee, 
who stood in on bass for the re-
cently deceased Chris Squire.  
The result was some great music, 
even 50 years later.  Jon Ander-
son’s ethereal tenor still sounded 
young and fresh, which you can-
not always say with a 50-year-old 
band.  One of my favorite Yes 
albums is Yessongs.  The record 
was pulled from a run through the 
East they did in the Fall of 1972.  
Recently, the band released a se-
ries of recordings from that run 
that is well worth a listen.  They 
are on Spotify, and I recommend 
both the Duke and the Nassau 
Coliseum shows.   

Not all is happy in “Yesland”; 
the band has always been dynam-
ic, changing personnel every year 
or so.  The latest incarnations 
have lacked energy and have not 
included Jon Anderson, replacing 
him with a younger Jon Davison, 
who does a rather contrived, but 
adequate job of imitating An-
derson.  After the Hall of Fame 
show, Jon Anderson announced 
that they were creating a new 
band, Yes Featuring Anderson, 
Rabin, Wakeman, and that they 
would tour this summer.  My rec-
ommendation is to see them, they 

sound like they did in the eight-
ies, and that says a lot in the ever-
aging classic rock world.  Go to 
their website at www.yesfeatur-
ingarw.com for tour info.

This month’s playlist features 
some of the music discussed this 
month; you can listen to it on 
Spotify through this link: https://
tinyurl.com/lh3yqyq

Summer Music
In Unison 

JOYCE GATES, REALTOR® 
Long & Foster’s Middleburg Sales Office 

(540) 771-7544 cell 
(540) 687-8530 office 

Joyce.Gates@LNF.com  

Wildwood offers privacy and spectacular views, and with so much land you can hike here all day or just relax 
on the huge deck or patio. New roof, HVAC, bathrooms and floors. Three wells and several approved septic 
sites- ideal for a compound development. Land is in conservation easement, but can be subdivided once. The 
property adjoins Llangollen Farm, and is close to the Appalachian Trail, the Shenandoah River and the lovely 
1,864 acre Sky Meadow State Park.   

Charming country home surrounded by stone walls, Boxwoods, brick walkways and gorgeous mountain 
views! Located 3/10 of a mile off paved roads, at the edge of Middleburg, Upperville and Bluemont. Huge 
living room w/fireplace, bay window, wainscoting, built-ins, and cabinets w/French-doors leading to sun 
room. Beautiful kitchen and cozy library. 3-stall barn w/breezeway large paddock and great ride-out.            
All previous easements on this property have been removed.   

117 Acre Mountaintop Estate Above Upperville 

20634 Blue Ridge Mountain Road  
Paris, VA - Loudoun County 

LO9917158                                                 $1,500,000 

Close to Upperville with Amazing Views! 

20942 Willisville Road 
Bluemont, VA  20135 

LO9885402                                                     $645,000 
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~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~www.mbecc.com www.mbecc.com

5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Fence Painting and Repair

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

admin@middleburghumane.org 
(540) 364-3272  

www.middleburghumane.org 

Purcee  
Calico 

14 years old 

Ned 
Grade Horse 
27 years old  

Bella 
Beagle 

7 years old 
special needs 

Amy  
Calico 

1 year old 
tripod 

Butch is an ADORABLE 3 year 
old, approximately 10 hand 
Shetland pony gelding who was 
running wild with two pony friends 
of his in the hills of West Virginia! 
He was caught by a humane 
society and transferred here late 
April. We expected a feral 
untouchable pony, but in less than 
a week he has made it clear that he 
loves people! He is very interactive 
and sweet. We are working with 
him on ground manners, leading, 
etc. He would be a phenomenal 
project for someone with the 
experience to train a green pony 
from the ground up. We have 
quickly fallen in love with him. 

Cooper 
Lab mix 

10 years old 

Dixie 
Thoroughbred 

21 years old  
one-eyed 

Thelma & Louise 
Molly mules 
11 years old  

Rusty  
Coonhound 
5 years old  

Gizmo 
Toy Pomeranian 

6 years old 

Rocco 
Beagle 

10 years old 

Guppy 
Maltese 

8 years old  

Lola  
Terrier mix 
10 years old  

Kirk 
Lab 

10 months old 

Radiance 
Standardbred 

25 years old 

Trapper 
Lab mix 

3 years old 

Tootles 
Calico 

1 1/2 years old 
special needs 

Dusty 
Buff medium hair 

1 1/2 years old 

AURORA
SERVICES, INC.

Great things are done when men and mountains meet...William Blake

Services offered to 
residential and commercial clients

540-216-7444
www.auroraservicesinc.com

Serving the entire metropolitan area since 1995
Class A Electrical Contractor — VA & MD

•  Custom iron gate and 
     automatic system design
•  Equipment & system sales 
•  Service & maintenance

Dr. Rebecca L. G. Verna, MS, DVM
8381 W. Main Street, Marshall, VA 20115

703-395-0795 • www.DrVerna.com

Therapy Laser,
Acupuncture, 

Animal Chiropractic,
Rehab Therapy, 

Chinese Medicine/Herbs 
Food Therapy

and More

Friends for Life

Craftsmanship without Compromise
New Work or Repairs

Greg Lough
New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Thurs. 6 am to 8 pm •  Fri. 6 am to 10 pm
Sat. 8 am to 10 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm

Come Enjoy Our Artist for April
Misia Broadhead

703.370.TREE (8733)
shadetreefarm.com

From 6 feet to over 45 feet  
in height, our trees are  
healthy, high-quality,  
Virginia-grown trees.

And with one of the largest 
fleet of tree spades in the 
Mid- Atlantic Region,  
we  install them, too!

At Shade Tree Farm  
we LOVE trees!  

Transforming landscapes since 1981!

 
 

 Middleburg’s  most amazing 
Gift & Department store

Since 1956!!!

10 rooms & 2 floors to be explored 
and ENJOYED !!!

Excellent Customer Service & 
Free Gift Wrapping
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Evidence
Blue
Dan Morrow

In the shady pools where the most 
devoted true believers in Trump still 
swim and survive, the water has be-
gun to evaporate.

Some of the pools where the more 
“reluctant” Trump supporters once 
found refuge, have already dried up. 

In others, the water is shallow, 
polluted, oxygen-poor, and evaporat-
ing.

 Strong sunlight does that, slowly.  
It’s the “heat” produced by the 

slow build up of circumstantial evi-
dence of illegal, unethical, or in the 
case of the image of the Country and 
its President, simply distasteful be-
havior.

For years our suspicions driven 

by circumstantial evidence and anec-
dote have been confirmed by increas-
ingly heavy documentary evidence, 
and in Trump’s case, his words.

For the majority of Americans 
voters who opposed Trump, it’s 
obvious why the political environ-
ment in which Trump now lives and 
moves is, apparently to his great sur-
prise, heating up.

For die-hard Trumpists, however, 
these realities remain inexplicable . . 
. Much like rising ocean levels and 
disappearing polar ice. There’s no 
“evidence” they cry.

They’re wrong, of course.  
And as the evidence builds up, the 

confined weight of it produces pres-
sure  . . . And heat.

Trumps clumsy and ill-timed fir-

ing of James Comey may well prove 
to have produced critical mass. We 
have seen and smelled the smoke.  
Now there’s flaming video.

Trump’s personal life and ethical 
flaws were once considered serious 
and gave many, including many loy-
al Republican’s pause even before he 
became the nominee of the former 
Party of Lincoln.

His business dealings, especially 
in real estate, branding and casino 
operations, coupled with his adamant 
refusal to release his tax returns, add-
ed to the suspicion.

His documented ties to people 
and organizations engaged in or sus-
pected of money laundering fueled 
the fire.

His mean-spirited campaign and 
the linking of his senior advisors, 

appointees, White House Staff and 
even Cabinet members to Russians, 
Russian oligarchs, Russian intel-
ligence agents and other appointees 
and pals of Putin produced more 
heat.

All those factors were exacerbat-
ed by botched denials, all exposed by 
the much feared “mainstream” news 
media, “leaks” from the conscien-
tious, or by the President’s “Tweets.”

Three events, in our view, have 
now raised the heat to critical mass 
and led to the appointment of Special 
Counsel:

1.    His firing of US Attorney 
Preet Bharara in Manhattan after 
Bharara refused, true to Justice De-
partment protocols, to speak to the 
President.

2.    His firing of acting Attorney 

General Sally Yates after she warned 
him, twice, about Ex-National Se-
curity Advisor Mike Flynn’s unre-
ported personal and financial ties to 
Russia and Turkey; and 

3.    His firing of Mike Comey, af-
ter the FBI Director refused to swear 
personal allegiance to Trump or tell 
him if he, Trump, was personally un-
der investigation by the FBI

Since then, daily and sometimes 
more often, both circumstantial and 
documentary evidence that Trump 
is either unfit, unethical, or illegally 
abusing his powers as President con-
tinue to emerge.

No evidence?
Hardly.
None so blind as those who will 

not see.

 - Letters@middleburgeccentric.com

Jim Morgan

Your humble correspondent re-
cently participated in a CNN in-
terview, which examined the story 
of the Civil War monument on the 
Trump National Golf Course; you 
know, the one that claims there was a 
battle where there wasn’t one.  Presi-
dent Trump, drama queen that he is 
with his exaggerated showmanship, 
has a way of making himself look 
foolish with things like that.  And 
he did it again with regard to firing 
James Comey.  

While the president has not been 
particularly well served by his staff, 
neither have they been well served 
by him.  He is used to mouthing off at 
will both as head of the Trump finan-
cial empire and as host of a reality 
TV show.  He clearly doesn’t much 
care if he says things that sound out-
rageous.  That’s the showmanship 
part.  It didn’t matter then.  It does 

matter now. 
Any president has the legal right 

to fire the FBI director.  No question 
about that.   And Trump apparently 
had doubts about Comey despite 
the normal, boilerplate assurances 
of his confidence, assurances which 
no one familiar with Washington’s 
ways should have taken seriously for 
a second. 

Some folks have questioned the 
timing, claiming that Comey was 
fired in order to derail the FBI’s in-
vestigation of the alleged Trump-
Putin bromance.  But, speaking of 
drama queens, that’s just Democrats 
getting their panties in a wad again.  
They’re screaming “coup” and “con-
stitutional crisis,” neither of which 
remotely applies.  It’s so absurd that 
even Nancy Pelosi has told her fel-
low Democrats to back off a bit and 
wait for some evidence. 

Besides, it wasn’t all that long 

ago that the Schumer-Pelosi gang 
was howling for Comey to be fired 
because they blamed him for Hill-
ary’s defeat (before they started 
blaming the Russians).  One mem-
ber of that gang was my very fa-
vorite Democrat, Georgia Repre-
sentative Hank Johnson.  He’s the 
loon who thinks that Guam will flip 
over if we send too many troops to 
the base there.  No, really.  Check 
it out:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=v7XXVLKWd3Q

But Democrats need not worry.  
Guam won’t flip over, and Comey’s 
firing won’t bring the FBI to a stand-
still especially now that Trump’s 
Justice Department has appointed a 
special counsel, something for which 
Trump should get a little credit, 
though he won’t.   

Deputy AG Rod Rosenstein’s 
memo to Jeff Sessions, “Restoring 
Public Confidence in the FBI,” made 

the case against Comey.  Whether 
or not Trump was influenced by it, 
something about which he and Sean 
Spicer seem to differ, it is a compel-
ling argument, which cites several 
former AG’s and Deputy AG’s who 
believe that Comey badly bungled 
several matters and deserved to go.  
Indeed, the list of fubars on Comey’s 
watch is distressingly long.  Take a 
look:  https://news.grabien.com/sto-
ry-10-major-fbi-scandals-comeys-
watch

So Trump’s foolishness with 
regard to the firing is not in the de-
cision itself but with how it was 
handled.  And that’s where his previ-
ous experiences saying whatever he 
wanted to say whenever he wanted to 
say it, become problematic.   He con-
tradicted and embarrassed his staff 
and then made himself look petty 
with what Jonah Goldberg called his 
“thyroidal tweeting,” especially his 
not-so-veiled Twitter threats against 

Comey.  There’s no question that 
Trump’s bombastic style has worked 
for him for a long time but, please, 
Mr. President, can’t you, every now 
and then, just shut up? 

Nonetheless, just as Comey listed 
all the reasons why Hillary should 
be indicted but concluded that he 
wouldn’t recommend indictment, 
it is possible to say many negative 
things about Trump and still con-
clude that he’s doing all right.  His 
actions are better than his comments.  
Gorsuch to SCOTUS, Keystone, and 
Dakota pipelines progressing; more 
to come.  And, at the very least, we 
can always just be glad he’s not Hill-
ary. 

Democrats think they have Trump 
on the ropes with the Mueller inves-
tigation.  But more likely, this is their 
“Battle of the Bulge,” a last-ditch, 
desperation attack; some early suc-
cesses but ultimately a failure.

Comey and Mueller and Trump, oh my
RED

Jerry Van Voorhis 
Chandler Van Voorhis

The Public Square has sought to 
tell the story of our citizenship in 
some dozen columns now.  We’ve 
examined its roots, its movement, 
and its progression and glory, across 
American history.  

This story began as one of pride 
in a new clarity of rights and respon-
sibilities, then our unity as a people 
through social cohesion, and more 
recently a consolidation of citizen 
services.  The latest evolution, how-
ever, underestimates our compassion 
and capacity to make a difference - 
and is softly draining energy from 
our citizenship code.

The Public Square strongly feels 
the quality of our citizenship is the 
foundation stone of our future archi-
tecture as a nation.  We do not live 
on a flat canvas in life.   Citizenship 
must be built on a three dimensional 
and moving canvas.  Of what then 
are our these future building blocks, 

these “citizen stones” made?  
 How can we make ourselves to-

morrow as internally rich as we are, 
in some cases, externally?  As we’ve 
shown, to “act” is to take the initia-
tive.  To act is to instruct ourselves, 
and to instruct ourselves well good 
ethics should prevail.  This imports 
character into our daily life.

The inner right of conscience 
is perhaps the ultimate Republican 
principle.  We are only now glimps-
ing this founding element of our pub-
lic genius more fully.  The principle 
allows us to perceive better over 
worse.  It is the basis for how indi-
vidual reformation is also the only 
true and durable path to social bet-
terment.   

Like a tree needing the proper 
nutrients, as individuals, we must 
absorb the right assumptions about 
life.  Good assumptions help us grow 
in temperament and robustly man-
age tomorrow as well or better than 
today.  They allow us to fulfill life’s 
rising stream of expectations by 

pushing aside stumbling blocks and 
forging fresh stepping stones.

Unlike a tree which grows, 
changes matures, and provides shade 
to others, however, there is a dif-
ference.  Trees don’t do their own 
pruning.  But we as citizens do.  It’s 
the way we sift the wheat from the 
tares, the way we level up rather than 
down, in our experience.  Because 
our inner lives - or the eye of the soul 
- continuously speak to us, we are 
asked to make ourselves better.  This 
progression of mind is not likely to 
vanish from us.

We need to remember we grew 
into a nation primarily to cast aside 
individual limitation.  For the Public 
Square, then, character is the pri-
mary element of citizenship.  It is 
through only a slowly acquired and 
very strong self-government that our 
citizenship ultimately benefits both 
the government and the people.  The 
stones of character do for us what, 
in architecture, they do for structure.  
The give us some sense of dominion.

Freedom is a historically expen-
sive gift.  Abraham Lincoln once 
visualized freedom is an “apple of 
gold” housed in a “silver frame.”  The 
golden apple is the Declaration of In-
dependence, and the silver frame is 
The Constitution.  Our natural rights 
clearly are outside the Constitution, 
but hardly independent of it.  

The Constitution protects in fun-
damental law what the Declaration 
asserts as first law - the thriving of 
the individual.  It’s no irony the Con-
stitutional Convention met in the 
very room where the Declaration 
of Independence was crafted.  The 
Ninth Amendment connects the two, 
by simply stating:  “The enumera-
tion in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained by the 
people.”

The government gives us law so 
that we can be the foundation stones 
of its morality.  Citizenship is our 
240 year model to the world, but the 
government has largely drifted from 

this model.  The government, unable 
to change easily, has forgotten it is 
there to do its vital work but in the 
end mainly set the individual forever 
beyond government.  

Only faintly can we productively 
anticipate the future without wasting 
monumental amounts of time.  Citi-
zenship must remain the river of life 
for Americans, however.  Just as a 
river stays true to its unique currents 
and boundaries - our citizenship is 
there to fuse heart and order in our 
lives.  

We all can become “apples of 
gold,” a part of the tree of liberty.  

In many ways, life is the angle of 
our vision.  The roots of our evolu-
tion of citizenship are so fundamen-
tal, so clear, and the possibilities so 
great, that the architecture of the 
nation we have built, along with 
the present state of need, suggest a 
course not dissimilar to the one The 
Public Square is advocating. 

Citizenship - And Future of the Tree of American Liberty
The Public Square

Law Enforcement but More
Dan Morrow

The nation, and we here in 
Middleburg, recently honored the 
all too many law enforcement offi-
cers who have given their lives while 
protecting and serving their fellow 
citizens.

We think and hear a lot about 
such “cops” and the sacrifices they 
and their families and friends are 
called upon to make as they do their 
best to “protect” us.

Sadly, we hear all too little about 
how they “serve,” at times in the 

most difficult of circumstances.
 One might argue, indeed, that 

sometimes, law enforcement officers 
have more in common with accoun-
tants than with their fellow profes-
sionals who put their lives at risk.

How?
No one notices them unless they 

do something terribly wrong. 
Doing what’s right is the norm 

and, thus, goes unmarked, unnoticed, 
and unrewarded.

Just after Mother’s Day, our fam-
ily suffered a tragedy.  

A son and husband and father just 
“disappeared” and all of us feared 
the worst.  

A call to Middleburg Police Chief 
A.J. Panebianco produced not only 
his word that he and his officers 
would do what they could to find 
him but calm counsel and good ad-
vice:  call the Loudoun County Sher-
iff’s Office and the Leesburg Police 
Department.

The Sheriff’s Department re-
sponded in the same spirit as Chief 
Panebianco.  After gently question-
ing me about what had happened and 

why we were so worried, the Deputy 
on duty apologized and put me on 
hold.  

On her own, she spoke to her col-
leagues and took the initiative to con-
tact the right people at the Leesburg 
Police Department.  “Expect a call,” 
she told me as soon as she was back 
on the line.

Within minutes of hanging up, the 
phone rang.  

It was the Leesburg PD, asking 
for details

Not ten minutes after our call 

ended the Leesburg PD called me 
back.  

The news was not good.  
I left for INOVA Fairfax Hospital.  
The Leesburg PD sent two offi-

cers to my daughter-in-law’s home. 
They were, she later told me, the 

best of best of the best.
We all thanked the officers we 

spoke with and met as best we could.
We hope you, too, will thank 

them for all they do to “protect” and 
to “serve.”

They deserve it.

Ken Rietz

President Trump is discovering 
the perils of an outsider trying to 
drain the DC swamp. It is filled with 
alligators.

There are the Lobbyist Gators. 
The Lawyer and Think Tank Gators. 
The PR and Political Consultant Ga-
tors. The Congressional and Pollster 
Gators. There are the Media Gators, 
Federal Bureaucrat Gators, and the 
Special Interest Group Gators.

All of the Gators have one goal 
in common – self-preservation and 
advancement. And, they do not like 
outsiders disturbing their swamp. 

The Gators like to congregate, eat 
together in restaurants and each oth-
er’s homes. They attend receptions 
and parties together, and some even 
sleep together. They share gossip, 
stories, and sources. They become 
sources for each other – unnamed 
source, Capitol Hill source and of-
ficials who ask not to be identified. 

Their mutual goals of self-preser-
vation and advancement make them 
desperately want to be included. So, 
they sing off the same song sheet. 
The current popular tune is “Dump 
on Trump.” The swamp is where the 
GOP “Never Trump” movement was 
born, and the “Resist Trump” move-
ment prospered.

The ultimate in ‘gator-wallows’ 
is the White House Correspondents 
Dinner. 

I have been to a few of these, and 
it is the epitome of the Washington 
establishment elite congregating to 
see who is “IN” and checking who 
the unfortunate were who did not get 
invited.

The gator mouthpiece is the 
Washington Post. Gators believe if it 
is on the “Post” it must be true and 
therefore run with it in conversa-
tions all over town and news articles 
across the country. I find it more than 
a little ironic that the owner of this 

anti-Trump Rag is Jeff Bezos, the 
founder of Amazon. Since the elec-
tion, while his newspaper has been 
beating up on Trump, the ‘Trump 
Rally’ on Wall Street has increased 
his fortune by $15 Billion to more 
than $80 Billion.

I wonder if he is willing to release 
his tax return?

Read Ken’s blog or order his book 
at www.kenrietz.com

Drain the Swamp and Expose the Alligators

Dr. Art Poland, PhD

Observation tells us that there 
is life on Earth. A question that has 
to some extent obsessed humanity 
for centuries “is there life anywhere 
else”. We have no observations that 
directly answer that question. Un-
til recently we did not even have 
observations that proved that there 
were planets around any other star 
than our Sun. Recent observations 
are beginning to answer some of our 
questions, and as is usual in science, 
leading to more questions.

The space program has given us 
unprecedented information about 
the other planets in our solar system. 
Before then we only had fuzzy pic-
tures of the surfaces of other planets. 
We didn’t even know if a man could 
stand on the moon, or sink in a sur-
face that was deep in dust. We have 

walked on the Moon, and brought 
back rock samples for detailed labo-
ratory analysis. We have sent a probe 
to Mars that has done detailed chemi-
cal analysis looking for indicators of 
life. So far, we have found no proof 
of life of any kind on Mars. We will 
soon send another probe that has 
more sophisticated capabilities to 
answer that question. The bottom 
line for right now is that we have not 
found indicators of life within our so-
lar system other than on Earth.

With respect to all of space we 
have found what might be a precur-
sor to life. That precursor is what 
we call self-replicating molecules. A 
molecule is two or more atoms that 
join together, like carbon and oxy-
gen. Self-replicating molecules are 
molecules that can make duplicates 
of themselves if the right atoms get 
close enough. Advanced telescopes 

and sensors have allowed us to ob-
serve these molecules in space.

The next question about planets 
around other stars has also recently 
been answered. With our advanced 
technology we have been able to de-
termine that there are planets around 
other stars. We have been able to 
define a “habitable zone” where the 
planet would not be too hot, nor too 
cold to sustain life. We have very 
recently been able to determine that 
there are planets around other stars 
in their “habitable zones”. We are 
beginning to be able to determine 
what elements are in the atmospheres 
of those planets. The content of the 
atmosphere is important for the ex-
istence of life. Our advances in tech-
nology are giving us tremendous 
capabilities to answer some very ex-
citing questions.

Astrophysicists often have the 

capability to look at the really big 
picture. In the May 5 Washington 
Post, Speaking Science, the headline 
reads, “Stephen Hawking just moved 
up humanity’s deadline for escaping 
Earth.”  In November of last year he 
gave humanity a deadline of 1,000 
years to find a new planet to call 
home. In a new documentary that 
will be out this summer by BBC’s 
“Tomorrow’s World” , “Hawking 
claims that Mother Earth would 
greatly appreciate it if we could gath-
er our belongings and get out – not 
in 1,000 years, but in the next cen-
tury or so.” His reasoning is, “With 
climate change, overdue asteroid 
strikes, epidemics, and population 
growth, our own planet is increas-
ingly precarious.”

Now comes the really big ques-
tion. Can we get to other habitable 
planets? Mars may be habitable, if 

we develop the needed technology. 
We have the technology to make the 
trip in a “tolerable” amount of time, 
maybe. However I doubt we could 
get people there alive. Space hazards 
– radiation to mention one - would 
almost certainly kill any human trav-
elling to Mars. Based on the physics 
that we currently understand, there 
is no way to get to other stars. Basic 
physics, based on Einstein’s theory 
of relativity, tells us that nothing can 
travel faster than the speed of light. 
It would take an infinite amount of 
energy to accelerate something to 
the speed of light and travelling at 
the speed of light to even the closest 
star would take years. Unless a new 
Einstein comes along and discovers a 
new physics, we can’t get there from 
here, and they can’t get here from 
there. 

I’m hoping for a new physics.

Life On Other Planets 
A Scientist’s Perspective

Mark Snyder

Hello, Middleburg! I left out an 
important factor in my April column 
about the cost of water – we rely 
entirely on our four wells for all of 
our water. The Virginia Department 
of Health many years ago mandated 
treating this water to remove iron 
and manganese, naturally occurring 
minerals that harbor small levels 
of radionuclides. We run two water 
treatment plants to comply, and that 
adds a significant cost to operations 
and maintenance. The utility com-
mittee meets every month, trying to 
find efficiencies and improvements.

Middleburg Town Council has 
scheduled Thursday, May 25, a regu-
lar work session, to complete our 

town visioning exercise. Although 
the meeting is open to the public, 
council discussion will not accom-
modate public input. Mike Chandler, 
our facilitator, will lead the discus-
sion. Council appears to be reach-
ing conclusions closely resembling 
previous council visions. The vision 
session, estimated at ninety minutes, 
will follow about thirty minutes of 
budget-related public hearings.

Most people tell me Middleburg 
needs more parking. Council sched-
uled a review of the last parking 
study in the core business district 
produced by Vollmer Associates in 
2005-2006. Vollmer updated an ear-
lier study produced by Wells and 
Associates in 1994. The 1994 Wells 
study reported 905 downtown park-

ing spaces. The 2005 study said 
1,248 spaces. Both reports included 
on-street parking, as well as spaces 
in public and private lots. The studies 
also included surveys and input from 
businesses.

The study engineers examined 
peak utilization periods. The 1994 
study determined this to be around 
noon on weekdays. Utilization dur-
ing the peak was 65% for on-street 
spots and slightly less for private 
spaces. The later study also looked 
at usage and then focused on three 
different times on three days of the 
week: Tuesday noon, Thursday af-
ternoon and Saturday noon. The en-
gineers found that the highest utili-
zation was 61% between 11:15 and 
5:30 PM on Thursday.

Vollmer advised us that standards 
dictate providing additional parking 
once utilization rates approach or 
exceed 80%. The survey concluded 
that people want more parking, but 
stated that this is a perceived need. 
The engineers did not recommend 
additional parking in 2005, as deter-
mined by utilization.

The 2005 study called for bet-
ter management of available park-
ing. The emphasis was on manag-
ing parking spaces by encouraging 
and enforcing time limits so that the 
spaces turned over every two or three 
hours. The study recommended add-
ing more meters to accomplish this. 
However, manufacturers provide 
fewer coin-operated meters as they 
move to (expensive!) credit card sys-

tems.
Middleburg completed the traf-

fic-calming project on Washington 
Street last year. Council then elimi-
nated all meters and started establish-
ing three-hour parking in the central 
area, with eight-hour parking on the 
edges. This is a work in progress, and 
as council initiates updating its park-
ing study again, we hope to examine 
this closely to serve residents, busi-
nesses and visitors alike better.

Once Council reviews an update 
to the last study, we should know 
where we stand regarding parking 
availability in the downtown busi-
ness district.

That is my opinion – what do you 
think?

Ask a Council Member

Victoria Frye

Local gentleman John A. Hope 
announced the formation of a Bun 
and Muffin Committee for the Town 
of Middleburg. According to Mr. 
Hope, “We want to keep an eye on 
all of the buns and muffins in Town, 
and, by God, this is the only way to 
do it.” 

Hope has been a resident of 
Middleburg since 1787. “When I first 
moved here, there were 600 people. 
Today there are 700. In my opinion, 
that’s 100 too many,” he said. 

The Town Council reviewed the 
proposed charter for the new Com-
mittee, which includes the “right and 
ability to tax and regulate the distri-
bution and consumption of English 

muffins, crumpets, buns, and all 
products that constitute the ingredi-
ents of such or can be even grossly 
used as accompaniments”. During 
his presentation, Mr. Hope distribut-
ed muffins to the Council. Members 
of the Butter and Jam Committee 
claimed the muffins were given to 
the Mayor and Members of Council 
as a clever move to stifle conversa-
tion. 

When the Council opened to 
comment on the proposal, Council-
man Lenny Morgan said, “These 
English muffins are brilliant,” as he 
spread jam on a highly buttered muf-
fin. “As far as I’m concerned, you’re 
doing a great thing for the Town of 
Middleburg, and we thank you for 
your truly tasty and selfless service 
to the community.” 

The only controversy came in 
a heated debate about whether the 
muffin served was actually an Eng-
lish muffin or a hamburger bun. 
“This is exactly why we need the 
Bun and Muffin Committee,” said 
Mr. Hope. “Is it a muffin or is it a 
hamburger bun? It’s hard to tell. This 
is why we exist. These are the kinds 
of questions that our committee can 
answer.” 

Area Man Starts Bun and Muffin Committee
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110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
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(540) 687-5588

Cadore
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,800,000
Custom-built stone & stucco home • 4+ bedrooms
include 1st floor master • Gourmet kitchen • Home
office with T-1 line & VIP security system & home
automation • 4 stone patios • Perennial gardens &
large mature trees • 3-car garage • Gated entrance,
pristine grounds, pond, barn • 24 acres

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

The Hague-Hough House
Waterford, Virginia

$1,495,000
Hill top setting in historic village of Waterford •
Circa 1745 brick and stone home on 17.20 acres •
6 BR, 5 BA & 7 FP • Beautiful woodwork throughout
• High ceilings • Meticulous renovation • Improvements
include barn w/apartment • Garage space for 6
vehicles • In-ground pool • Large pool house •
Stone outbuildings • Lovely gardens

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Willow Way Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,500,000
Prime Middleburg location • House completely
redone in 2004 • Hill top setting with panoramic
mountain views • 3 BR • 3.5 BA • Main level master
suite • Pine floors • Beautiful millwork • 3 FP •
Attached 2-car garage • Beautiful windows • Gracious
room sizes • 4-stall barn • Riding ring • In-ground pool
• Lovely gardens • 31.05 acres recorded in 3 parcels

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Dover Road
Middleburg, Virginia

$470,000
Brick home on 3 acres • Minutes from Middleburg
• Sold in "AS IS" condition • 4 bedrooms • 2 1/2
baths • 2 fireplaces • 2 stall barn • Shed • Pool in
need of repair • Rear brick terrace • Little bit of
work but great value

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Rolling Meadows
Purcellville, Virginia

$2,950,000
Stunning 267 acres between Middleburg & Purcellville •
Rolling terrain - some open some wooded • Lovely building
sites with mountain views & large spring fed pond • Miles
of trails • Complete privacy with extensive frontage on
Beaver Dam Creek • Very unique offering - can be divided
once • Fairfax & Piedmont Hunt Easement • Come
hunt, fish, swim, ride and enjoy the outdoors

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Langhorne Farm
Upperville, Virginia

$4,950,000
266 acres in Piedmont Hunt • Panoramic views of the
Blue Ridge, Bull Run and Cobbler mountains which surround
the whole property • Improvements include 4 farmhouses,
an iconic red dairy barn and many agricultural buildings
• Ponds and traditional stone walls • This working
farm is protected by a Virginia Outdoors Foundation
conservation easement which allows 2 parcels

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Merry Chase Farm
Marshall, Virginia

$3,200,000
Prime Atoka Road location • 155.08 rolling &
mostly useable acres • Beautiful setting, tree lined
drive • Main house circa 1837 • 4 bedrooms, 4
baths, 4 fireplaces • Improvements include 4 tenant
houses, 3 barns, indoor and outdoor riding arenas

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Patrick Street
Upperville, Virginia

$350,000
Charming stucco bungalow on a quiet lane •
Hardwood floors • Flagstone patio • Updated
kitchen and baths • Home office and first floor
master with sitting room • Large fenced back yard •
Very well cared for turn-key home and a great
value

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Grenata Preserve Place
Leesburg, Virginia

$1,599,000
One of the prime lots in Grenata Preserve • All
brick Chopin model built by Edgemoor Homes •
Details throughout, over 7800 sf finished • 10 ft+
ceilings • 5 bedrooms • 4 full baths & 3 half baths
• 3 gas fireplaces • Attached 3-car garage •
Gourmet kitchen • 3 acres • Excellent value

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Joshua Mann House
Middleburg, Virginia

$935,000
Circa 1817 antique solid stone home in the village
of Middleburg • Original floors, 2 stone fireplaces &
exquisite details • Main level master bedroom •
New kitchen & new roof & lower level den/tavern
room • Glass enclosed rear porch adds nice living
space to a classic period home • Large lot includes
swimming pool and may be dividable

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Monroe Valley Place
Aldie, Virginia

$1,995,000
Beaumont Model Home, prime lot in Creighton Farms
• 3 level brick home • Amazing quality & detailed
finishes • 5 bedrooms • 4 full + 1/2 bath • 4 fireplaces
• Master suite on main level • Gourmet kitchen with
Wolf appliances & shaker cabinets • High ceilings, oak
floors, award winning media room, elevator •
Attached garage • Rear brick patio • Golf course views

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Olinger Dairy
Marshall, Virginia

$945,000
200 year old restored farmhouse on 24 acres in 3 recorded
parcels • Seamlessly blending the original classic features
with all the amenities for today’s living • Gorgeous log dining
room and gourmet kitchen • 3 BR • 3 1/2 BA • 2 car garage
• Guest house • Generator • Herb garden • Original
dairy barn & loafing barn • Mostly open and partially
wooded land, large spring fed pond, hayfields & fencing

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Westwind Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,570,000
Classic Middleburg colonial, completely redone in
2009 • 5 BR • 4 full BA, 2 half BA • 2 FP •
Gourmet kitchen • Top of the line finishes throughout
• 2-car attached garage • Beautifully landscaped •
Sweeping unobstructed mountain views • 21.08 gently
rolling acres • Fenced & cross fenced • Great barn,
multiple run in sheds & riding/jumping paddocks

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Stoneway
The Plains, Virginia

$1,225,000
Well designed stucco single story • 3 BR • 4 full BA •
2 half BA • Master bedroom w/his and hers dressing
room/bathroom en suite • Library • Sun-filled sitting
room-dining room • Kitchen with breakfast nook and
chef’s caliber appliances • 2 FP • Large mudroom off
2 car garage • Cutting garden • Nestled on 10 private
wooded acres in sought after Orange County hunt

Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Belvedere
Middleburg, Virginia

$2,499,000
Gracious home with 5 BRs • Gourmet kitchen • Two-story
floor-to-ceiling window display of the Blue Ridge Mountains
• 3 FPs, coffered ceilings, random width rustic cherry floors
• Large home office, gym, rec room, multiple porches and
patios • Three finished stories, approx. 10,000 sf. •
Carriage house • Garage • Privately situated on 27 acres

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Kildare
Middleburg, Virginia

$850,000
Private 6+ acres in a lovely setting just 3 miles from
town of Middleburg • Stucco home with 5 bedrooms
• Traditional yet open floor plan • Hardwood floors •
Wood burning fireplace • Front porch, rear deck, patio
& pool • 2 bay garage and main level master suite •
Very pretty lot with mature trees and old stone walls

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Editors Desk - Letters@middleburgeccentric.com

Richard A. Engberg

Did you know that a major non-
governmental water organization 
(NGO) is located in our midst?  
That’s right, the American Water Re-
sources Association (AWRA) has its 
national headquarters in Middleburg.  

I’ve written about AWRA be-
fore but to refresh your memory, it 
is an organization whose mission is 
to advance multidisciplinary water 
resources education, management, 
and research.  To do this, AWRA 
publishes a refereed journal, a maga-
zine, and operates three or more wa-
ter resources conferences nationally 
and occasionally internationally each 
year.  AWRA members represent the 
private sector, colleges and universi-
ties, and all levels of government.

Major concerns to AWRA, to all 

of us in the water business, and to 
the public are floods and drought.  
The AWRA Board of Directors re-
cently adopted a position statement 
on floods and drought that should 
heighten awareness of everyone 
in the country to these damaging 
events.  The purpose of this article is 
to summarize the statement.

AWRA Recommends that all 
communities and their governing 
bodies prepare themselves for these 
events.  Obviously, floods happen 
rapidly following intense storm 
events while drought is insidious, 
and the problems they cause are quite 
different.  Nevertheless, careful plan-
ning can mitigate the impacts of both. 
AWRA’s position statement recog-
nizes that floods and drought occur at 
significant cost to society and recom-
mends four ways that communities 

can better prepare themselves.  These 
include information gathering, com-
munication and education, partner-
ships, and resiliency in community 
planning.

Regarding the collection of in-
formation, the statement suggests 
examining carefully the history of 
past events, to help determine how 
changes in upstream land use and 
land cover may impact the loca-
tion, strength, and duration of future 
flood or drought events.  Some of the 
questions to be addressed include 
what data are needed to make these 
determinations and how may this 
data be obtained?  What extremes 
may be anticipated based on the best 
available data from climate science?  
What were the economic, social, and 
environmental impacts of past events 
on the community and can scenarios 

be developed for these impacts for 
future events?  

Regarding communication and 
education, AWRA suggests education 
on drought and flood risk at commu-
nity schools, and that financial insti-
tutions engage stakeholders as to risk 
and incentives.  First responders and 
emergency managers should receive 
simulation training, and it should be 
made clear to the public exactly how 
information would be communicated 
during an event.

The establishment of partnerships 
before drought or flood events is very 
advantageous when an event occurs.  
An example is a coordination be-
tween public entities and researchers 
to process gathered information and 
disseminate it promptly to the public.  
Partnerships between such groups 
also are necessary during mitigation, 

response, and recovery.
Finally, resiliency in planning is 

important to assure that alternative 
sources of fresh water and water 
treatment, if necessary, are available 
promptly and that regional support is 
available for small communities. In-
novation in adopting and implement-
ing policies, procedures, regulation, 
and zoning that are flexible but that 
protect health, social systems, eco-
nomic and other systems following 
an event are highly recommended.  

Many communities have flood 
and drought plans in place, but many 
do not, and some plans likely need 
updating.  I applaud AWRA for de-
veloping this position statement.  It 
should be required reading for elect-
ed, management, and emergency of-
ficials across our nation.  

Floods and Drought Again
Waterworld

Bridge Littleton
Philip Miller

The Middleburg Futures Group 
(MFG) met in early May for a day 
and a half, aided by a facilitator paid 
for by the Town Council and MBPA, 
to develop a strategic plan with goals, 
action items, timelines and a path for 
moving forward to accomplish these 
objectives. The vision is a clear and 
simple one: A thriving, vibrant town 
of Middleburg with a diverse, grow-
ing, sustainable economy that will 
preserve our culture, values, and way 
of life. The Futures Group mission is 
to improve the business climate and 
community life of our town, prepar-
ing it for the challenges associated 
with the growth and changes taking 
place in surrounding areas and build-
ing on our core, inherent strengths, 
and history.

You may be asking yourself, 
“why this group?”

The MFG committee is a voice for 
our community with a broad repre-
sentation, to include: Town Council, 
Historic District Review Committee, 
Planning Commission, Economic 

Development Advisory Committee, 
Streetscape Committee, Middleburg 
Arts Council, Go Green Committee, 
Middleburg Business & Professional 
Association, Salamander Resort, Na-
tional Sporting Library & Museum, 
retail and service businesses, and the 
citizen community. We are a moti-
vated volunteer group dedicated to 
serving all town stakeholders. Our 
passion for Middleburg and our be-
lief in the town’s tremendous poten-
tial energizes us. The Futures Group 
is essentially an action-oriented ad-
vocacy group for the community. We 
are working to improve the commu-
nity and secure its future success for 
everybody.  

As members of these various 
groups, we made a critical discovery 
in our time together – we’re stronger 
together than we are as individuals. 
As a unifying body, our integrated 
approach to moving Middleburg 
forward has already yielded an 
often-overlooked important result. 
We’re all working together towards 
a common set of outcomes which 
represents all voices. The Futures 
Group also serves as a communica-

tions mechanism for these individual 
groups in a way that jointly lever-
ages our capabilities. Before the Fu-
tures Group, collaboration happened 
infrequently and on an ad hoc basis 
making it hard for these groups make 
progress. We now have a process and 
energized forum for partnering to-
gether to address the challenges that 
face Middleburg. 

We dove head first into the is-
sues by conducting a detailed survey 
which yielded over 1200 responses. 
After analyzing the responses from 
locals and visitors, the results were 
clear: Both natives and visitors cher-
ish Middleburg for the same reason, 
we are an authentic community. 

Below is a sampling of our goals 
for the next year. We will achieve 
these and gain momentum through 
well-defined, targeted quick win 
projects. They may seem small, but 
small things often yield big results. 
These projects are an important 
foundation for the long-term goals 
of community fulfillment, economic 
stability and planned sustainable 
growth. 

We’ve all heard the concerns 

raised over several retail vacancies 
on main street. The Futures Group 
will be working to brand and mar-
ket Middleburg.  With that effort, 
we will focus on supporting current 
businesses and existing events. Our 
goal is the capture the unique es-
sence that makes Middleburg special 
and put it to use in a consistent and 
compelling brand presentation for 
the brand of the town. 

This brand will not just help us 
better represent what Middleburg 
is, but it will also help us to project 
what it wants to be. As we develop 
and implement this, we will work to 
attract the right visitors for our cur-
rent businesses. It will also help us 
attract businesses who would fit and 
succeed here. Prospective businesses 
will soon see that Middleburg is for-
ward thinking and focused, which 
speaks to the character of the town 
and our community. 

Furthermore, we will be working 
to deliver an improved Middleburg 
Experience. This will include en-
hancing our streetscape, improv-
ing way finding signage and town 
guides for visitors. In our recent 

meeting, we performed an exercise 
where we walked through town as 
a new visitor. It was an eye-opening 
experience. We each saw the town 
differently. Middleburg is beautiful 
and genuine. It’s an escape from the 
ordinary when you considered the 
multitude of planned communities 
surrounding us. We do not want to 
appear planned, but we do want to 
feel well organized and user-friendly. 
It’s our goal to add outdoor seating 
and enhance the landscaping to com-
plete the attractive feeling that per-
vades the downtown.

Now it is time for the hard truth. 
The easy part is behind us. We’ve 
heard your input. We’ve researched 
and organized the plan, set objec-
tives and outlined a process to move 
us forward. Now, we must do it, and 
we are excited to start this journey 
with you. This is the only way both 
The Futures Group and the commu-
nity will succeed.  We need your help 
as volunteers. We encourage you to 
reach out and get involved if one of 
these projects speaks to your interest 
or your expertise. We look forward to 
you joining us on this journey.

The Futures Group and what will it do?
Middleburg Futures Group

Daniel Leger, Eric Combs, Melanie Mathewes , Patricia Horvath, Peter Leonard-Morgan, Philip Miller, Punkin Lee, Trowbridge Littleton, Vincent Bataoel
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ProPerties in Hunt Country

a sTaunCH adVoCaTe of land easemenTs
land and esTaTe agenTs sinCe 1967

middleburg, Virginia 20118 (540) 687-6500                        

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATESusie Ashcom

Cricket Bedford

Catherine Bernache

Snowden Clarke

Cary Embury

Barrington Hall

John Coles

Julien Lacaze

Rebecca Poston

Brian McGowan
Jim McGowan

Mary Ann McGowan

Anne V. Marstiller

Rein duPont

Emily Ristau

Phillip S. Thomas, Sr.
Celebrating his 55th year in Real Estate.

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

Hillside

The Plains ~ Classic Virginia Farmhouse on 70.25
protected acres at the end of  private gravel lane
conveniently  located between Middleburg and The Plains.
Extensively remodeled with 5 bedrooms and 4 bathrooms.
Nice flow for entertaining or family living. Hardwood
flooring throughout.  For the equestrian,  improvements
include 6 stall stable with apartment above, small arena,
bank barn, 7 paddocks, run in sheds, tractor building. Good
balance of  open & wooded land. Orange County hunt
territory. In VOF easement. OLREA $2,600,000

emily Ristau (540) 687-7710

BYwaTeRs lanesT. louis Road

Wonderful high open grassy building site with plenty
of  pasture for your horses and Blue Ridge Mtn. views
for your soul!!There are several building site choices.
Bywaters Ln. is a 50' ROW to Korea Rd. also serving
two 50 acre parcels (each with a house & backing to the
Hazel River) and two other houses on 10 acres each &
fronting on Korea Road. The beauty of  this 20 acre
parcel is its privacy due to trees.                        $250,000

susie ashcom (540) 729-1478

10 s. madison sT

sTonYHuRsT BRidgesTone

Rosedown CouRT

sTone faRm House

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties by visiting www.THOMAS -TALBOT.com

middleburg ~ Turnkey horse farm on 10 private acres
with custom French country home. Features flagstone
front terrace that opens into a Grand 2-story slate
entrance hall, formal Living & Dining Rooms,   spacious
Kitchen with  Eat-in area and Family Room. Hardwood
floors & 2 fireplaces. 3 sets of  doors open to a fenced
back yard with matures trees, swimming pool & spa, and
tree covered flagstone terrace for entertaining.  Full
basement. 2-4 stall Barn with tack room & wash stall. 3
fenced Paddocks with 2 turn out sheds.              $895,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

ReCToRTown

A well maintained  2 story colonial style home has 4 bedrooms,3
bathrooms, hardwood floors, 2  fireplaces,  formal  living & dining
rooms, large mudroom, full basement & back up  generator with
auto start. A large deck provides for outdoor   entertaining while
taking in the beautiful views. Located in OCH territory with great
ride out (by permission).  There is a 4 stall, center aisle barn with
attached run in: well drained 120’ x 240’ grass schooling ring; 2
large pastures & 3 paddocks. The  19.32 acrefarm,is surrounded
by larger holdings protected by  conservation easements. A tractor
building &   kennel complete the package. $1,300,000

emily Ristau (540) 687-7710

The Plains ~ Rare opportunity to live on a working-
farm located between Middleburg and The Plains.  4
bedroom, 3 bath stone house on large farm located in
the most desirable area of  OCH territory. Spacious
Country Kitchen, Dining room & Living room each
with Fireplace, Hardwood floors.Very private and quiet.
1 year lease min.                     $1,990/mo plus utilities

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

Custom estate home on 3+ lush acres minutes to
Middleburg. This 6,000+ sq. ft. former model has open
floor plan w/5 Bedrooms, 6 Baths, stunning Chef's Kitchen
that opens to Family Rm w/fireplace, wall of  windows &
spacious side covered porch.  Formal Living Rm w/fire-
place, Dining Rm, Den/Office, & Master Suite with Sitting
Room, his & her Walk-ins & Luxury Bath. Quality finishes
throughout include hardwood floors & crown molding.
Spacious Nanny Suite on top level. Fully finished lower level
with Rec. Room. 3-car  attached garage.                  $915,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Stunning executive residence beautifully sited on 20
acres in Piedmont Hunt Territory in a gorgeous and
secluded setting. Completely remodeled in 2015 with
extraordinary quality and design, features new gourmet
kitchen and baths, new roof, geothermal system, garage
with charming apartment, fabulous pool & spa. Ideal
for equestrians with riding ring, fenced paddocks,
run-in stalls and excellent ride-out. Pristine condition
and professionally landscaped.                      $1,695,000

mary ann mcgowan (540) 687-5523

~ Handsome Building ~
~25 YeaR esTaBlisHed Business~

Turn-Key & inventory in the  center of  Historic
Middleburg. Stunning upscale home items, crystal,
unique gifts, cards, custom stationery, gourmet
chocolates and much more. Approx. ½ of
inventory is offsite and included in sale. Owner
willing to help buyer get established.   $1,400,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

Meticulously renovated c.1890 VA fieldstone manor
house on 94 acs. Less than 1 mile from town. Formal
Living Room, Dining Room, Family Room, gourmet
kitchen, 3+ Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, separate Office & 2
porches. Hardwood floors, 5 fireplaces & custom
cabinetry thru-out. Extensive landscaping includes
200+ new trees, rebuilt stonewalls & new driveway.
Gardens, pool, 2 barns, workshop, old tenant house &
4-board fencing. One subdivision allowed. $4,750,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201
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