
Printed  using recycled fiber

mbecc.com August 24 ~ September 28, 2017Volume 14  Issue 4
Middleburg’s Community Newspaper

f a c e b o o k . c o m / M i d d l e b u r g E c c e n t r i c PRST STD
ECRWSS

US POSTAGE PAID
DULLES, VA

PERMIT NO 723

Request in homes by Thursday 8/24/17
POSTAL CUSTOMER

 ARF, A LOVE 
STORY Page 6BUY LOCALBE LOCAL

SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY AND SHOP LOCALLY

Historic restoration 
nears completion

Photo By Dee Dee Hubbard

Dan Morrow

At the regular Au-
gust meeting of 
the Middleburg 
Town Coun-

cil on August 10, 2017, 
Police Chief Panebianco 
conducted Oath of Honor 
ceremonies for the town’s 
newest Police Officer, Ja-
son Davis.

Davis, of course, had 
already been officially 
sworn in by Clerk of the 
Loudoun County Circuit 
Court.

In Middleburg, how-
ever, a special oath, in-
troduced here by Police 
Chief Panebianco at the 
very beginning of his ad-
ministration of the depart-
ment.

The Oath of Hon-
or, taken by a new 
Middleburg Policeman 
in front of Town Council, 
the officer’s family and 
the citizens he will pro-
tect and serve, is designed 
to hold him to a higher 
standard.  

Chief Panebianco 
noted that Officer Davis 
had taken this oath once 
before, when he became 
a part-time officer in 
Middleburg but was reaf-

firming it as the Town’s 
newest full-time police 
officer.  

A significant part of 
the ceremony is marked 
by the officer’s fam-
ily members pinning his 
badge on his Middleburg 
uniform.  

At the conclusion of 
the ceremony on August 
10, Officer Davis thanked 
the Council for trusting 
him to serve, noting that 
he had worked as a part-
time officer, as well as at 
Middleburg’s Safeway.  
Davis said he “loved 
this area” and thanked 
the Town for letting him 
“come home.” 

Seven Loaves
Stephen Plescow ap-

peared before Council to 
thank the Town for their 
ongoing support Seven 
Loaves and its efforts to 
provide food for those in 
need.

Though the organiza-
tion had “another good 
year,” Plescow told 
Council that the organi-
zation had “experienced 
a dip in patronage after 
the election, although the 
numbers were coming 
back.”

Their Board of Direc-Page 3
Continued page 21
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At Hill, a 20 percent project 
has 100 percent success
When the academic year begins at Hill next month, Bee Stribling 
knows full well that when the new fourth graders come into his 
classroom for the first time, many will immediately want to know 
when the “twenty percent” project on his curriculum might begin

Oath of Honor
Middleburg Town Council Report

Page 3
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News of Note
Middleburg United
Methodist Church Steeple Repair

Visitors and residents 
alike have stopped to 
stare at the scaffold-
ing surrounding the 

Methodist Church’s steeple since 
February. Extending 90 feet 
above ground, it was put in place 
to reclad the steeple after the 
hail storm in June of 2016 that 
decimated most of Middleburg’s 
roofs.  However, after only a 
few days’ work, the roofers were 
shocked to realize that the spire 
on the steeple was moving dur-
ing the repairs.  This realization 
prompted a careful inspection of 
both outside and inside the stee-
ple, the latter a challenging un-
dertaking given the small spaces 
and precarious climbing inside a 
structure 160 years old.  

The inspection found that over 
the years, unknown leaks had 
rotted the main structural timbers 
at two locations, the base of the 
spire and the base of the steeple 
where it joins the church so that 
nonstructural elements were 
holding up the steeple.  The pres-
ence of the scaffolding allowed 
the identification of the problem, 

since the leaks were inaccessible 
to standard inspections.  Major 
repairs were needed by a highly 
skilled team following careful 
plans from structural engineers.  
Given the age of the building 
and the construction methodolo-
gies of the pre-Civil War era, this 
would be a challenge and an ex-
pensive one.

The church was fortunate 
that a member, Ryan Michels 
of Loudoun Construction, is a 
building contractor and could 
mastermind the job.  Ryan first 
had to find an engineering firm 
capable of drawing up a repair 
design and able to get right to 
work.  The question was raised 
why not just lop off the steeple 
as owners of many other histori-
cal churches have done under 
similar circumstances due to 
the expense and the dangerous 
work? However, this was never 
seriously considered, since not 
only would there still be a con-
siderable expense, but more im-
portantly this steeple is truly a 
cherished Middleburg landmark 
in an antebellum church loaded 

with history and right in the cen-
ter of town.  

With structural plans in hand, 
then the necessary permits were 
obtained and bids solicited from 
six structural contractors who 
were believed to have the exper-
tise and experience required for 
such a technically challenging 
job.  Three of the contractors de-
clined to bid because they didn’t 
feel confident about their ability 
to perform the work.  The selec-
tion was not based on cost alone, 
as Ryan contacted numerous ref-
erences for each bidder and care-
fully researched their experience 
in similar, difficult jobs. 

The work had to proceed 
meticulously and methodically 
and involved much measuring 
and remeasuring of conditions 
within the steeple that could not 
have been known until work 
commenced.  The first stage of 
repair consisted of shoring up 
the steeple internally with ten 
500-pound steel columns and 46 
wood framing beam members.  It 
took eight men to carry each steel 

Continued page 31

Sept. 15-17th

Finest materials
Modern style
Truly bespoke

Old world craftsmanship
America’s premier tailors

You’ve earned it
Make an appointment

112 W. Washington St., Middleburg,  VA
540-687-5633 | highcliffeclothiers@gmail.com

www.highcliffeclothiers.com

The Hill School Open Golf Tournament  
10am Registration | 10:30am Clinics | 12:00 Noon Shotgun Start | Four Person Captain’s Choice Scramble | $125.00 per player 

Proceeds support The Hill School Alumni Association’s commitment to Hill’s need-based financial aid program. 

Sign up now!  https://app.eventcaddy.com/events/the-2017-hill-school-open-golf-tournament  

Platinum Sponsors            Eagle Sponsor  

Gold Sponsors                           Silver Sponsor 
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The Gay Men’s Chorus of 
Washington (GMCW) 
first came to Middleburg 
to sing a benefit for A 

Place To Be to a sell-out audi-
ence at the community center.  
They are now returning with an 
exciting collection of the best in 
pop and show tunes.  The con-
cert will benefit the new Andy 
Bergner Center and will be held 
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
at 105  East Washington Street, 
Middleburg. 

The Andy Bergner Center is 
a community outreach ministry 
of Emmanuel which provides a 
free day of fun, fellowship, food, 
and life enhancing information 
designed to stimulate the mind, 
body, and heart of Adults 45+ 
who want or need a day of diver-
sion. 

A reception will be hosted by 
Emmanuel’s At The Parish House 
Arts Series after the concert 
to celebrate the official Grand 
Opening of the Andy Bergner 
Center which has been in pilot 
since April.  Andy Bergner’s 
daughter (Laurie Maggiano) of 
Middleburg and grandson (Chase 
Maggiano) as well as other mem-

bers of the Bergner family will 
attend to cut the ribbon for the 
official opening.  

GMCW has performed all 
over the nation including at the 
White House, Carnegie Library, 
Symphony Hall in Boston, Carn-
egie Hall in New York, Ken-
nedy Center Honors, and for 

Presidents Barack Obama and 
Bill Clinton’s inaugural. Chase 
Maggione is the past director of 
GMCW and to honor his grand-
father, GMCW volunteered to 
sing a benefit for ABC before the 
first doors opened in April.

Seats in the church are avail-
able for $30 per person (seating 

limited and sold on a first come/
first served).  To obtain Reserva-
tions for church seating call Em-
manuel at: 540-687- 6297

 Those with reservations in the 
church can pick up tickets at the 
”Will Call Desk” at the Parish 
House on Concert Night (Parish 
House next door to the church)

Seats will also be available in 
Emmanuel’s Parish House, next 
to the church, where the concert 
will be live streamed on a wide 
screen. This seating will be avail-
able for a Free Will offering (sug-
gested offering $15.)

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington
Returns to Middleburg to Sing 
Benefiting The Andy Bergner Center

Marshall Postmaster 
honored for 
12 years of service

Marshall Postmaster Blair Lear celebrates his retirement 
after 12 years of service to the community.
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The Fauquier Heritage & 
Preservation Foundation 
announces the Dedication 
and Grand Opening of the 
Robert L. Sinclair Education Center

The Fauquier Heritage 
& Preservation Foun-
dation announces the 
dedication and grand 

opening of the Robert L. Sin-
clair Education Center on Sat-
urday, October 14, 2017 at 4118 
Winchester Road, Marshall, 
Virginia, next to the John K. 
Gott Library. The dedication 
will take place at 9:30 am and 
will be followed by an open 
house. The dedication is in hon-
or of Mr. Sinclair’s decades of 
service to the Foundation. Dur-
ing the dedication a plaque will 

be unveiled honoring the people 
most instrumental in the found-
ing of the Education Center. 

After the dedication visitors 
can tour the new facility which 
includes space for lectures, 
presentations and exhibits. On 
display will be newly acquired 
household artifacts, recently 
transcribed letters, and historic 
county maps. The theme will 
be Fauquier People, Places, 
and their Homes. Music will be 
provided by Skip Glascock’s 
Cobbler Mountain Grass Band. 
Light refreshments will be 

served.
The Fauquier Heritage and 

Preservation Foundation is 
home to the county’s superb 
repository of research materials 
for history lovers and genealo-
gists

The event is open to the pub-
lic. 

Contact the Fauquier Heri-
tage & Preservation Foun-
dation at 540-364-3440 or 
703-403-1309 for further infor-
mation. 

EXQUISITE HOME OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE

22360 WILSON MEADOWS LANE
4 beds | 4 full, 2 half baths | 5,500 sq. ft.

$2,950,000—Furnished 

Extraordinary—and Move-In Ready
Overlooking three beautiful holes on the Jack Nicklaus Signature 
Course, this stunning French-country home was meant to build 
memories in. Airy rooms with high ceilings and a beautifully crafted 
master staircase add an air of grandeur while providing plenty of 
room for loved ones to enjoy the warmth of this stunning family oasis.

Situated on a one-acre lot just steps from the Clubhouse, resort-style 
pool and fitness center, the Club Membership initiation fee is included 
in the purchase of this home.

(703) 957-4812 | realestate@creightonfarms.com

Juno Loudoun, LLC is the owner and developer of the project. Access to and use of recreational amenities are not included in the purchase of real estate in Creighton Farms and require separate club membership which is subject to 
application, approval, and payment of applicable fees and dues. Initiation fee may be waived if membership is activated within sixty (60) days of purchase. Obtain and carefully review the offering materials for The Club at Creighton 
Farms before making any decision to purchase a membership. This is not an offer to sell property to, or a solicitation of offers from, residents of NY, NJ, CT or any other state that requires prior registration of real estate. Prices and 

terms are subject to change without notice. Obtain the property report or its equivalent, required by Federal and State law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency 
has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property.

CreightonFarms.com
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Mention this ad and save on all of your 
plumbing, heating, air conditioning or 

electrical repairs.

appletoncampbell.com

TEACHERS RECEIVE

* Not to be combined with other discounts.

10% OFF

S P E C I A L

540.347.0765 Warrenton  |  540.825.6332 Culpeper  |  703.754.3301 Gainesville  |  540.645.6229 Fredericksburg
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www.bowa.com 540-687-6771

What if we could promise you a remarkable remodeling experience?
 One where you could count on your remodeler to go above and beyond, 

deliver your project on time and on budget, and stand behind their work 
for years to come. Believe it or not, it is possible. Start designing your project 
with BOWA for quality, value and an experience you can enjoy.

LIKE THE BURKAS DID 

 

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION • ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS 
CONDOMINIUM REMODELING • PURCHASE CONSULTATIONS

“We would absolutely use BOWA again. In fact, I’ve never 
  heard of anyone who hired BOWA that wouldn’t use them again!” 

 ENJOY YOUR remodeling

EXPERIENCE
SM

ARF, A LOVE STORY
Ursula Landsrath 
President, ARF 

I like calling the ”ANIMAL 
RESCUE FUND” story a 
“LOVE” story as there are 
no better words to describe 

it.
As I have always loved and 

rescued animals it was incom-
prehensible to me that every 
year tens of thousands of animals 
were euthanized or died from 
neglect. Most pet owners are not 
aware that when they drop off 
their once beloved pet at a pound, 
the chances are that this family 
member will face death.

This in mind and having heard 
yet another horror story, I ap-
proached my husband with an 
idea. Could I please open a shel-
ter for animals scheduled to be 
euthanized by County Shelters in 
Virginia. I would then try to find 
them loving, forever homes.

My husband Ken is the kind-
est man I have ever met, and not 
being used to hearing a NO from 

him in our 30 years of marriage; I 
was taken aback at his hesitation.

He explained, “ Honey, I know 
you. Once there is a rescue in 
your care you will be unable to 
give it up”. Then added, “ Let’s 
not re-invent the wheel.

There are lots of small rescue 
organizations in desperate need 
of funds for food and vet care. 
They often don’t have the time 
or contacts to raise funds. Why 
don’t you start an organization 
that raises money to help them”. 

I saw the light. Ken was right. 
With his encouragement, I sprang 
into action. 

Ken came up with the name, 
ANIMAL RESCUE FUND 
(ARF). A dedicated group of la-
dies helped with the necessary 
initial requirements and Senator 
Jill Vogel, our wonderful attor-
ney, did the 501c(3) application. 
Hard to believe this is almost ten 
years ago. To this day her law 
firm does all the ARF legal ne-
cessities pro bono.  Adding to our 
family is County Commissioner 

HEALTHY PLATE, HEALTHY POCKET

Sip
Sizzle
sear

Drizzle
LocaL • organic • humane 

We offer local, organic, 
humane and heritage  
breed beef and pork. 

Pick up dry aged steaks, 
chops, sausage, chicken  

& sustainably  
sourced seafood for 

your cook out.
c

c

U.S.A.U.S.A.
NON

Project
V E R I F I E D

nongmoproject.org

GMO

Specialty grocer • Butcher  
cafe • Wine & coffee Bar

www.gentleharvest.com

8372 West main Street  
marshall, Va

Mary Leigh McDaniel, PLC, 
whose firm generously does, pro 
bono, ARF’s accounting.

We have been blessed with 
numerous, generous locals who 
know that we are all volun-
teers. There are no wages paid, 
nor rents incurred.  The million 
dollars we have raised over the 
years have helped over 30 small 
rescues.  

Our Grant Request form is 
online, short and uncomplicat-
ed. Our Board Members ask the 
identity of the applicant, the EIN 
and for what they need funds. 
The following year we ask for an 
accounting of the funds they re-
ceived from ARF.

All organizations are lo-
cated in Virginia. They include 
well-known rescues like ‘The 
Middleburg Humane Founda-
tion’ which rescues all kinds of 
pet and farm animals, as well as 
organizations dedicated to the 
rescue and rehabilitation of wild-
life. They include local ‘Wildlife 
Veterinary Care,’ overseen by 
Belinda Burwell, D.V.M. as well 
as the further afield, ‘Southside 
Virginia Wildlife Center,’ located 
in Danville.

A recent experience demon-
strates what ARF is all about. 
Two ARF Board members, San-
dal LaRose and Kathy Durand, 
joined me on a mission to rescue 
a German Shepherd in distress. 
His family had fallen on hard 
times. They were no longer able 
to look after him. When we saw 
him, our hearts stood still. He 
was such a good boy. He was 
underweight and scratching.  He 
smelled of feces and urine, and 
we knew an immediate trip to the 
vet would be followed by a visit 
to the groomer.

He did not have any proof of 
vaccination. Neither rabies nor 
DHPP and was never checked for 
Heartworm. 

He settled down in Sandal’s 
car like a perfect boy. With the 
windows open we still held our 
breath as much as possible. 

After a thorough examination, 

which included weighing him, a 
‘wellness test,’ three blood draw-
ings and X-rays, he was given all 
the vaccinations required by law. 

The vet’s diagnosis was kind 
and to the point. He tested posi-
tive for Heartworm. This re-
quired keeping him calm for 
several months preventing the 
worms from spreading through-

out his body.  The medications 
were numerous and the instruc-
tions overwhelming.  It was 
Sandal who volunteered to take 
on the task of caring for him. It 
would be challenging. Medicat-
ing several times per day, keep-
ing him separate from her own 
animals plus trips to the vet.

I mention this experience as 

an example of what hundreds of 
volunteers do every day in Vir-
ginia. To save animals in need, 
they spend their time, energy and 
often their own money. 

For me, it again emphasized 
the necessity of raising funds for 
the small rescue organizations 
that tirelessly carry out this work.

My husband and I are proud 

to have created The ANIMAL 
RESCUE FUND, but it is the 
ARF Board of Volunteers and the 
many contributors who deserve 
the credit and gratitude for help-
ing ARF nurture Animal Rescue 
Organizations in Virginia.

For more information about 
ARF, please visit www.arfres-
cueva.org.

Ursula Landsrath and husband Ken Rietz

Jim Scamodella and his wife Brenda from “PAWS FOR SENIORS’ 
receiving a check from ARF Vice-President Mary Johnson.

This little fellow was up for adoption….but not for long… 
at ARF’s annual DOG & CAT FEST.

Val Garcia of ‘Helping Homeless Felines’ picking up donated 
food at Ursula’s home.
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“Simply Elegant”

Hunt     Country
Pool Builders inC.

540.364.3609  • www.huntcountrypools.com

design & Build

sPas • Fountains • WaterFalls • Patios

“Personalizing the great outdoors
for over 25 years!

Middleburg’s Jeweler since 1972

19 South Madison Street • Middleburg • Virginia  
540.687.6997

www.ThosHaysJewelers.com

Thos. Hays & Son Jewelers

In 1972, I drove into Middleburg and 
the charm of the village struck me im-
mediately.  I said to myself, “This is 
where I want to have a jewelry busi-
ness,” and 45 years later I’m still here.  
I believe I am unique in the region for 
the skills I bring to my profession. If 
you have been in the shop you know 
how special my inventory is.  I am able 
to produce and repair any jewelry no 
matter how complex.  It is my passion 
and what I do fi ve days a week from 
10 to 4.  I would like to welcome you 
to my shop a block off of Main Street 
on Madison. 
   

Advertising Deadline
Sept 18th for 

Sept. 28th Issue
Download our Media Kit

@ www.mbecc.com
540-687-3200

Piedmont Garden Club Luncheon and Lecture

The Piedmont Garden 
Club will present a lun-
cheon and lecture on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 at the 

Middleburg Community Center 
with Ben Lenhardt, chairman of 
the Garden Conservancy. 

Lenhardt, an avid gardener in 
Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Winnetka, Illinois, will discuss 
on “Why Are Gardens Impor-
tant?”  

His interest in garden pres-
ervation combines his keen 
interests in gardening and ar-
chitecture, including histori-
cal preservation. He joined the 
board of directors of the Garden 
Conservancy in December, 2004, 
becoming vice-chairman of the 
board in 2007 and Chairman in 
2011.

Lenhardt will show more than 

250 slides of beautiful gardens 
around the world while giving a 
brief history of gardens, begin-
ning with the Garden of Eden. 

He’ll speak about the many 
roles gardens play in everyday 
life, farming, and the economy, 
while providing beauty and com-
fort. He’ll conclude with a de-
scription of

the Garden Conservancy’s ef-
forts to save and share outstand-
ing American gardens for the 
education and inspiration of the 
public.

Tickets to the lecture and 
luncheon are $50 
Contact: Nicole Perry 
(540) 592-3380 or piedmont-
gardenclub@gmail.com. 
Deadline for reservations: 
Oct. 3

Copies of the book “Outstanding 
American Gardens: A Celebration: 
25 Years of the Garden Conservan-
cy” by Dickey and Marion Brenner 
will be on sale at the lecture at the 
Middleburg Community Center. 

beam since the tight space in 
the steeple did not allow the use 
of a crane to drop them in from 
above.  Not only did the work 
require multiple workers to be 
in very cramped space with five-
foot ceilings and no ventilation, 
but the temperature many recent 
days has been in the 90’s.  Every 
day the work consisted partly of 
composing detailed specifica-
tions for fabrication of structural 
columns and brackets, depending 
on what was found and measured 
as the work progressed. 

The majority of the shor-
ing work is complete, and Ryan 
has breathed a sigh of relief that 
this most challenging part of the 
project has gone without a hitch.  
Replacing the bad sections will 
shortly be possible, after which 
the recladding of the roof can 
proceed. A new spire will be built 
on the ground and raised to its 
lofty position by a crane. Most of 
the shoring material will then be 
removed, including all ten steel 
columns which will be recyled.  
The church should be back to its 
finished condition by the end of 
September. 

The Church has been very 
grateful for the support and for-
bearance of the community dur-
ing this project.  Special thanks 
go to Middleburg Millwork for 
supplying and storing materi-
als to minimize the use of park-

ing spaces around the Church.  
JB Custom Welding of South 
Riding has worked through the 
night multiple times to produce 
materials for which the specifi-
cations were measured during 
one day’s work and which were 
needed for the next day’s work.  
The team from the shoring con-
tractor Gerald C. Staley Builders 
has performed prodigious tasks 
in extreme conditions, surpris-
ingly with smiles on their faces.  
Staley’s knowledge and experi-
ence have been instrumental in 
the success of the project.

The remaining challenge for 
the Methodist Church will be 
to pay for the repair.  Less than 
half of the estimated $275,000 
cost is covered by the insurance 
payment for hail damage.  A 
fundraising campaign is getting 
underway, beginning with com-
munity spaghetti dinners at the 
Church on the second Wednes-
day of each month (August 9th 
is the first dinner from 5 to 7 
PM, and the cost is $15/person.) 
Those who wish to donate to the 
campaign are encouraged to send 
a contribution to the Church for 
the steeple fund at PO Box 284. 
The Church has faith that com-
munity members who value this 
iconic part of Middleburg’s his-
tory and beauty will respond gen-
erously to help with the need.

Middleburg United
Methodist Church 
Steeple Repair
Continued from Page 3



Page 10   Middleburg Eccentric     •   August 24 ~ September 28, 2017 Middleburg Eccentric     •    August 24 ~ September 28, 2017  Page 11

~ Be Local ~ ~ Be Local ~mbecc.com mbecc.com

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT?
RESPONSIVENESS 

We always take your call, 
and we arrive when we say we will. 

COMPETITIVE PRICING 
We offer upfront estimates so you 

can make informed decisions.

PROFESSIONALISM
You can always feel comfortable allowing our 
plumbers into your home. They are trained 

to be friendly, honest, and helpful.

RESPECTFUL
We treat your home with respect 

and leave it as we found it.

COMMITMENT
JR Snider has been serving the 

NOVA region for more than 30 years.

100% SATISFACTION
We want our clients to be completely satisfi ed 
with the work we do. If you are not, we will do 

whatever it takes to correct the problem.

10% 

OFF
ALL SERVICES AND  
REPAIRS FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS AND VETERANS

540.687.5232    703.771.3308     JRSNIDER.COM

If water runs through it, we do it!

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT?
RESPONSIVENESS

We always take your call,
and we arrive when we say we will

COMPETITIVE PRICING
We offer upfront estimates so you

can make informed decisions.

PROFESSIONALISM
You can always feel comfotable allowing our
plumbers into your home.  They are trained

to be friendly, honest, and helpful.

RESPECTFUL
We treat your home with respect

and leave it as we found it.

COMMITMENT
JR Snider has been serving the

NOVA region for more than 30 years.

100% SATISFACTION
We want our clients to be completely satisfied
with the work we do. If you are not, we will do

whatever it takes to corect the problem.

SOME OF OUR SERVICES

10%
OFF

ALL SERVICES AND FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
TEACHERS, VETERANS AND FIRST RESPONDERS.

WATER TREATMENT • WELL PUMP SERVICE 
DRAIN CLEANING • VIDEO SEWER• SEPTIC EVALUATION

OUR CORE VALUES
TRUST •   RESPECT  •  UNDERSTANDING
CREDIBILITY  •  KINDNESS  •  HUMOR

J.R. SNIDER, LTD.News of Note
A Great Tree Has Fallen
Dianne Russell

Longtime Laguna Beach 
resident, founder of Stu 
News Laguna, commu-
nity stalwart, baseball 

fanatic, and 2016 Citizen of 
the Year Stu Staffer, brother to 
Claudia Young of Middleburg, 
passed away May 20 after sur-
gery to ease his long battle with 
lung disease.

Born in 1942 in Washington, 
D.C., Stu spent his early years 
in Middleburg. His father, the 
town’s doctor, was known for 
forgiving the debts of those 
in the community who could 
not pay for healthcare. These 
were the values that guided Stu 
throughout his life: kindness, 
loyalty, and the importance of 
giving back to the community. 
A relative once told Stu that he 
was “just like his dad and his 
brother.”

A gifted hitter, Stu won a 
baseball scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Virginia, but due to 
family circumstances, was un-
able to accept the offer. Instead, 
Stu studied radio broadcasting 
and advertising sales at night at 
what is now George Mason Uni-
versity, and by day, to support 
his wife and young child, deliv-
ered the U.S. mail and coached 
baseball at a junior college.

Over the years, his passion for 
journalism grew. However, fate 
continued to intervene and Stu 
went to work for his older broth-
er as a semiconductor sales en-
gineer in California rather than 
work for the Houston Chronicle. 
Stu attended law school, pass-
ing the California Bar, and later, 
founded a successful mortgage 
brokerage, Churchill Financial.

Stu hosted a sports radio 
show in Orange County, CA, 
where he was able to show off 
his encyclopedic knowledge of 
baseball, and for many years 
coached little league teams. He 
was Laguna Little League com-
missioner from 1995-1996 and 
received the Rhoads Martin 
Award in 1999.

In 1998, Stu became a beat 
reporter for Laguna’s Coastline 
News and in 2002 he started a lo-
cal paper, The Independent. Six 
years later, after The Indy was 
sold, Stu created a local online 
newspaper, Stu News Laguna. 
With his business partner and 
good friend, Shaena Stabler, Stu 
News Laguna became the voice 
of the town. Stu’s policy of not 
taking sides, editorializing, pub-
lishing puffery, or censoring let-
ters except for those that are out-
right personal attacks made Stu 
News Laguna an essential read. 
In 2016, Stu and Mrs. Stabler 
expanded their news model to 

Newport Beach, with partners, 
founded Stu News Newport.

Stu’s dearest hope was that 
through his colleagues, many 
friends, and readers, his dedica-
tion to providing the community 
with timely news would con-
tinue and prosper through Stu 
News.

The quintessential Stu: that 
appreciation of everyone’s 
worth, that emphasis on valuing 
and cheering everyone’s indi-
viduality and talent, that under-
standing that we are all different 
but important to each other and 
the community, that sense that 
we are all in this challenging 
world together and it’s best to be 
kind to each other.

Stu leaves behind his daugh-
ter, Jackie Miller, of Naples, 
California, and her sons J.R., 19, 
Charlie, 16, John 14, and Peter, 
14; Brandon Leahy, of San Fran-
cisco, with whom he had a close 
father-son like relationship; his 
daughter, Laura Law, of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and her children Kath-
erine Law, 28, and Will Law, 
25; as well as his sister, Claudia 
Young, of Middleburg, Virginia; 
and grandsons Ryan Lipert, 33, 
and Michael Lipert, 28, from his 
pre-deceased daughter. He was 
pre-deceased by his two broth-
ers, Tom and Thornton “Doc” 
Saffer, and his daughter, Liz Li-
pert, of Capistrano Beach, Cali-

fornia.
Donations may be made to 

the Laguna Beach Little League 
or Friendship Shelter, two of 
Stu’s favorite non-profits, or any 
non-profit of your choice.

Among the many tributes

My dear friend and business 
partner was a Great Tree in our 
community...he had a way of 
making each person in his life 
feel special and worthy, and em-
powered to be the best versions 
of themselves...Stu News Lagu-

na will continue on. --Shaena 
Stabler

His casual approach was 
disarming and helped him 
gracefully dig for the story. 
He created dedicated readers...
started conversations and cre-

ated memories...Stu changed 
Laguna. --Laguna Mayor Toni 
Iseman

Truly a special man, and 
I’m a better person for having 
known him. --Mark Christy

We shared a twisted sense 
of humor...he narrated Lagu-
natics...his dulcet tones were 
the perfect vehicle for the hi-
larious introduction to our par-
odies. Oh...and he made killer 
gumbo. --Bree Burgess Rosen

He succeeded by taking 
those chances others would 
lack the courage to try. --Ray 
McAfoose

He was a weaver too. Stu 
News Laguna was his tapestry; 
our village, his masterpiece. 
His humor and love were heal-
ing to many. --Meghan Sickner

I will continue to meet your 
high standards. --Scott Brashi-
er, photographer

I learned a lot from Stu...
always be kind and thought-
ful to those around you...that 
was Stu, above all, a man with 
a big heart. --Bob Whalen, La-
guna Council Member

Stu’s unwavering love and 
commitment to kindness, in-
tegrity and values, which he 
shared with Brandon, helped 
me become a better mom. 
--Margo Morgenlander

He was so very giving to 
everyone and especially the 
struggling non-profits, and so 
humble. --Sande St. John

He was a person worth 
knowing.

Legends by Lantern light

The Mosby Heritage 
Area Association is 
bringing its Mosby 
Heritage Area Interpre-

tive Group to Clarke County on 
Saturday, August 19 for another 
of its popular Legends by Lan-
ternlight  programs.   Historic 
Clermont Farm, an 18th century 
structure, will serve as the pro-
gram’s backdrop. The program 
will start at 7:30pm at Clermont 
Farm at 801 East Main St, Ber-
ryville, VA 22611.

A young George Washing-
ton surveyed Clermont Farm in 
1750.   Structures on the prop-

erty date to as early as 1755, and 
have undergone many altera-
tions in the previous centuries.  
Members of the McCormick 
family owned Clermont Farm 
from 1819 to 2004, when the 
site became deeded to the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources.

Saturday evening’s program 
will focus on the Civil War in 
Clarke County, particularly 
stories relevant to Clermont’s 
experience in the years imme-
diately before, during, and after 
the war.   Costumed interpreters 
of the Mosby Heritage Area In-

terpretive Group will share the 
horrors and triumphs of Clarke 
County’s Civil War, from Mos-
by’s Rangers to interactions be-
tween Union soldiers and Ber-
ryville’s citizens, and more.

The August 19 program will 
begin at 7:30 pm.   Admission 
is $15 for adults and $8 for 
students and will be taken at 
the door.   Please bring walking 
shoes and dress appropriately 
for the weather. The Clermont 
Foundation will host the event 
and will provide refreshments 
served from the 1777 kitchen.

Cherry Blossom 5K Run, Walk and Pooch Prance
For Breast Cancer

Join us at Foxcroft School!

Sunday
October 15, 2017

In-person registration opens: 11:30 AM
Walk, Run and Prance start: 1:00 PM

Start Location: Foxcroft School
22407 Foxhound Lane
Middleburg, VA 20117

Online registrations and donations:
CherryBlossomBreastCancerFoundation.org

Visit our Facebook page:
facebook.com/cbbreastcancerfoundation

ORGANIZED BY:

Sponsor the cause and our teams. Join Us at Foxcroft School on October 15th!

90% of our grant monies are directed locally to help in the fight against breast cancer!

Eat at Not Your Average Joes, Lansdowne, 
for Not Your Average Cause

Tuesdays, September 19 & 26 and  October 3 & 10
15% of your dinner tab will be donated to the 

Cherry Blossom Breast Cancer Foundation

http://www.notyouraveragejoes.com/leesburg/

Sponsored by Middleburg Bank
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News of Note

Sponsored by:  

Ann MacMahon 
of  Sheridan-MacMahon Realtors

Admission Free  | Donations Welcome
Tamale and Dulce Reception by 

La Familia  Saucedo and Briones Auto

Jose Alfonso 
Valadez

Dolores Martinez
Rangel

Accompanied by Alan Saucedo  on cello
 and Cynthia Saucedo on violin.

Middleburg United Methodist Church,  15 W. Washington St., Middleburg VA

Middleburg Concert Series
 presents:

sunday, September 17th at 4PM

Una Noche en Mexico
Local Knowledge, Global Reach in The Plains

“We tried the town of 
Middleburg, but they said 
they had already reached 
Realtor capacity,” Malone 

said with a laugh. 
2017 marks Chris Malone’s 

30th year selling real estate. Af-
ter owning Middleburg Real Es-
tate from 1995 to 2010, Malone 
founded The Plains Real Estate 
Company. Malone’s firm is 
newly located on Main Street in 
The Plains beside The Rail Stop 
Restaurant. “I’m super excited 
to be ramping up again. Tom 
and Linda Neel had a wonderful 
shop and gallery here for a long 
time, and I always coveted the 
space. When it came available, 
and Jen signed on, I jumped on 
it. And I have great neighbors in 
The Rail Stop and Bittersweet 
Garden. ” 

“Up ’til now, it’s just been 
me in my little building here in 
town, taking care of existing cli-
ents. The town is home, I’m on 
the town council, and I feel The 
Plains is the ideal location to 
service the greater Middleburg 
market. But I wouldn’t have 
made the move to the new space 
without Jen coming on board. 
Someone has to do the real 
work.” Malone said, smiling.

Jen Kitner has, what seems 
like, a lifetime in hospitality 
and marketing. The majority of 
her career was spent at Mar-
riott Ranch where her event 
management and sale efforts 
increased sales, over the course 
of 10 years, by 1,000%. More 
recently she held the position 
of Director of Sales & Events 
and Goodstone Inn in her time 
where she increased event rev-

enue by over 100%. Jen attri-
butes her success to the simple 
art of listening. “You have to 
understand, and completely 
embrace, what is important to 
the client in order to help them 
meet their goals,” Jen says. “In 
my personal experience, there 
is nothing more frustrating than 
speaking to a salesperson who 
only sees dollar signs.”  

Jen has been house hunting 
since she was a young girl, ex-
ploring possible rehab proper-
ties with her father. “I love the 
hunt.” Jen says with enthusi-
asm, “This is my dream job, be-
ing able to help people find or 
sell a property in the prettiest 
areas of Virginia.

The Plains Real Estate Com-
pany offers general real estate 
brokerage services along with 

property management.
“It’s about matchmaking, 

giving solid advice and prompt 
service.”, Malone says. “In or-
der to pay close attention to 
our clients’ needs, we’re going 
to keep it small, not taking on 
too much at one time. Our focus 
will continue to be farms, land 
and residential. We’d ideally 
like to add only 2 to 3 agents. 
Even at Middleburg Real Estate 
I never wanted a big firm. We 
had a close knit group of agents 
there who took care of one an-
other. I’d like to recreate that 
here.” 

In an industry that has be-
come widely accessible to ev-
eryone online, it is crucial that 
a brokerage has something else 
to bring to the table. Jen says, 
“I am thrilled with the technol-
ogy we have to offer our clients. 
It opens doors for buyers and 
sellers alike.” Jens background 
in marketing made her a great 
match for Chris’s years of exper-
tise. “Together we are a power-
ful team, and we have the same 
desire to remain “localists,” Jen 

says. Chris agrees. “A good bro-
ker adds value to the transaction 
beyond placing ads and posting 
on the web. That’s where years 
of contract experience, living 
through up and down markets 
and knowing the properties and 
players comes in. Conservation 
buying and tax credits add a 
whole other dimension. So ev-
ery deal reinvents the wheel. It’s 
more than just data.” 

Chris and Jen are excited 
about their new space on Main 
Street in The Plains. The “shop” 
is full of open space and light 
and is welcoming and practical. 
Jen says, “We have some inter-
esting ideas that we are devel-
oping to incorporate the local 
farm and artisan communities 
into our space. A way to create 
more exposure for all of the tal-
ent in our area…..stay tuned.”

The Plains Real Estate Com-
pany is located at 6474 Main 
St., The Plains, VA 

www.theplainsrealty.com 
 540.253.5050

CHECKING?
Free

YES PLEASE.

OAKVIEWBANK.COM

Member FDIC

Free Checking from Oak View 

National Bank includes:

Free Online Banking and 
Bill Pay
Free Mobile Banking and 
Mobile Check Deposit
Unlimited transactions
Free ATM access with the 
STARsf network 

Minimum opening deposit of $50.

OPEN TODAY!
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News of Note
The Gift of Memories
Part 1

nancykleck@aol.com 

(859) 707-0805 

Pet Portraits 

Nancy Milburn Kleck 

Round Hill, Va 

EquineSportingArt.com “Kinross” 
Loudoun Fairfax Hunt Foxhound 

THE VIRGINIA
FALL RACES

Celebrat ing 6 3 years   o  fracing

 Saturday, October 14, 2017
Gates Open 9:00 a.m.   •   Post Time 1:00 p.m.

The Theodora A. Randolph 
FIELD HUNTER CHAMPIONSHIP 

FINALS

Saturday, October 14, 2017, 9:00 a.m.
GLENWOOD PARK, MIDDLEBURG, VA

Reserved Parking & Boxes Available • General Admission $50/car  
Petting Zoo •  Fun Fair •  Pony Rides •  Concours Elegant •  Vendors •  Food Truck

(540) 687-9797
For the Benefit of Inova Loudoun Hospital Foundation 

WWW.VAFALLRACES.COM   • VIRGINIAFALLRACES@GMAIL.COM

112 W. Washington St., Middleburg,  VA | 540-687-5633 | highcliffeclothiers@gmail.com
www.highcliffeclothiers.com

Join us to discover the Alden difference
and learn what sets these 
world class shoes apart. 

Saturday, September 23rd

10 AM - 6 PM
Refreshments will be provided

NEW WRITERS
Each Month The Eccentric will feature in this space new work by 

young writers heretofore unpublished.
An Army reservist and avid hiker 

Aaron Kroeber lives and works in Reston, Virginia

Aaron Kroeber

Stephanie Carter, the most 
beautiful girl in the soph-
omore class, hung out 
with the “popular” kids, 

while I played online games in 
computer lab. Before school she 

would huddle with her posse, 
talking about who was dating 
who; where the best party was 
this weekend; who had the cut-
est outfits. I would be playing 
Runescape with friends, trading 
magic cards, and deciding who 
should be dungeon master for 
another endless game of  D&D.

Entirely too often I would 
catch myself staring at her, 
thinking Play it cool Chase. 
Don’t let her catch you. 

There was just an undeniable 
beauty to her that never stopped 
drawing me in: long flowing au-
burn hair; deep blue eyes, ocean 
blue:  dimples, yes dimples 
when she laughed.  Magical.

Then back to reality. Sitting 
at my desk I heard a voice echo 
through the classroom.

“Hey Chase!”
Then louder, “Chase!” 
I looked around to see if any-

one else heard it, but they were 
all staring at the teacher in the 
front of the front of the class.

“CHASE!” 
It was almost unbearably 

loud now.
I cringed and covered my 

ears. 
I looked around and locked 

eyes with Stephanie. 
She looked worried . . .  and 

then smiled.
“Bye” she whispered and all 

went black.
“CHAAAAAAASE!!”
My head flew up off my desk.  

I looked around, confused for at 
least a minute,  maybe more, as 
cold reality began to return. 

I was in my cubicle. 
My motivational cat poster 

was on the wall. 
Greg, my co-worker and best 

friend from high school, was 
standing behind me.

“Dude,” he said “You okay?”
“Yeah man,” I replied , still 

out of it.  “ I just had the weird-
est dream, we were back in high 
school, in Mrs. Cortoochie’s 
class.”

“Umm….Okay?” Greg mut-
tered anxiously. “We obviously 
don’t have time for that stuff.” 

“Why?” I asked, still con-
fused.

“Seriously dude! Snap out 
this, we have to present to Cart-
er in like 10 minutes! Get all 
your stuff and let’s go!”

It was finally all coming back 
to me. 

As I gathered my charts and 
presentation notes I told myself 
You are Chase Gunston. You 
work for Carter Tech Solutions. 
You and Greg designed a new 
software, and you are now going 
to show you boss how amazing, 

indeed, how truly revolutionary 
it is. 

After the short self-pep-talk, 
I gave myself an internal high 
five and rushed to catch up to 
Greg in the elevator. 

He pressed the button for the 
top floor, and we were on our 
way. My nerves were starting 
to get the best of me, my leg 
was shaking, I felt little beads 
of sweat rolling down my fore-
head.

“Hey man” Greg calmingly 
said to me, “We got this. No 
one has EVER thought of doing 
what we have ALREADY done. 
Carter will love this.”

“Yeah, I know. I just feel 
kind of . . well . .   off.  I don’t 
know why.”

“No worries, after this we’ll 
go out and the first round is on 
me.” 

Greg smiled and I started to 
feel a touch calmer. 

The elevator slowed as it ap-
proached the top floor. As the 
door slowly opened, I closed 
my eyes and took a deep breath 
…

(to be continued)

Sky Meadows State Park Events and Programs
Welcome Campfire - 09/01 & 15 - 
7:00 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Campground 
Amphitheatre

Nestled at the base of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, Sky Meadows’ 
campground provides you with a 
fantastic place to enjoy peaceful re-
juvenation, but how much do you 
know about this wonderful park? As 
you sit around a flickering fire hear-
ing the crescendo of nature’s night 
life, be inspired by the story of Sky 
Meadows State Park. Hear of the 
many programs, events and recre-
ational opportunities that await you, 
your family and friends during your 
visit.  

Explorer Outpost - 09/02 & 03 - 
11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Boston Mill 
Road Trail near the Park Office

From woodlands to wetlands, 
fields and pastures, let’s investigate 
the plants, animals and history of 
farming at Sky Meadows State Park.  
Each day offers a different investiga-
tion. We’ll have a table full of dis-
covery items for you to touch and 
explore, and Junior Ranger booklets 
and other self-guided activities for 
you to continue exploring on your 
own.	

	
The Settle’s Kettle - 09/02 - 12:00 
p.m. to 3 p.m. - Log House, His-
toric Area

Follow your nose to the Log 
House to see what tasty treats are 
cooking on the hearth.  Watch as a 
Sky Meadows ranger or volunteer 
dons historic clothing and cooks de-
licious dishes using seasonal foods 
and 19th century cooking methods. 
Discover how foods differed be-

tween the Settles and their enslaved.  
Sample authentic dishes and take the 
historic recipe to try at home.

The Farmer’s Forge - 09/02 - 12:00 
p.m. to 3 p.m. - Blacksmith Forge, 
Historic Area

The forge is fired up and the 
blacksmiths are hard at work in the 
Historic Area. Members of the Black-
smith Guild of the Potomac have set 
up shop and are ready to show off 
their skills.  Stop by the Blacksmith 
Shop, located behind the Dairy Barn 
in the Historic Area, and see them 
fashion iron into helpful tools and 
kitchen items used on the farm.  

Mount Bleak House Tours – 09/2 
– 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Mount Bleak 
House, Historic Area

Walk through history by tour-
ing historic Mount Bleak House. Join 
a ranger or docent and hear the story 
of the many owners of this 1840’s 
house and how they shaped the his-
tory of Sky Meadows. Feel a part of 
their stories as you enjoy opportuni-
ties to sit in historic reproduction fur-
niture. Tours are subject to ranger or 
docent availability.

Please inquire inside the Visi-
tor Center for a tour.

Astronomy for Everyone - 09/16 - 
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. - Historic 
Area

Our evening of space explo-
ration begins with our half-hour 
“Junior Astronomer” program, for 
children ages 5-12, led by volunteer 
Ambassadors of NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Lab. Immediately following the 
children’s program, join the Ambas-

sadors for a half-hour multimedia 
presentation on the latest in the Unit-
ed States’ space research. Then, get 
yourselves oriented to the celestial 
skies with a 15-20 minute ‘sky tour’ 
by a volunteer Star Guide. 

Meet the Beekeepers - 09/17 - 1:00 
p.m. to 3 p.m. – Historic Area	

What’s that buzzing? Meet 
with local apiarists Doug and Ra-
mona Morris of the Beekeepers of 
Northern Shenandoah (BONS) and 
discover the art of Apiculture (a.k.a. 
Beekeeping).  This monthly program 
series examines all aspects of bee-
keeping from hive construction to 
honey extraction.  See the park’s api-
ary and learn how to set up and care 
for your own hives using historic and 
modern agricultural techniques. 

	
Civil War Encampment - 09/30 - 
10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Historic Area

Get up-close and personal 
with history!  Immerse yourself in 
the sights, sounds and smells of a 
Civil War Encampment. Interact 
with the 21st Georgia Infantry as they 
perform daily tasks of the Confeder-
ate soldiers.  Activities may include 
recruitment and enlistment ceremo-
nies, unit drills, weapons demonstra-
tions and camp cooking.

	
National Public Lands Day - 09/30 
- 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Meet at 
Visitor’s Center

Sky Meadows continues a 300 
year-old tradition of farming that 
depends on pollination. The butter-
flies, bees and birds that pollinate are 
declining. Join us to learn how Sky 

Meadows is teaming up in the fight 
to save pollinators by growing polli-
nator friendly plots. Help us continue 
our efforts by harvesting pollinator 
seeds to ensure the sustainability of 
these vital habitats. Also, find out 
how to take these ideas home and 
increase habitat for pollinators and 
conserve these species in your own 

backyard.
There is free parking/admis-

sion for this day. Be sure to wear 
proper shoes, sunscreen and bug 
spray, and bring plenty of water. 

Contact info for all programs 
and events is: SkyMeadows@dcr.vir-
ginia.gov or (540) 592-3556
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www.BluemontFair.org  540-554-2367www.BluemontFair.org  540-554-2367

48th Annual

Historic Bluemont - in the Foothills of the Blue Ridge
Route 734 off Route 7, Loudoun County, Virginia

Historic Bluemont - in the Foothills of the Blue Ridge
Route 734 off Route 7, Loudoun County, Virginia

Admission: $7Admission: $7 No Pets AllowedNo Pets AllowedChildren 9 & Under: FREEChildren 9 & Under: FREE

Train Station Exhibit • Historic Caboose
Visit Snickersville Academy Schoolhouse

Historic Slideshows

Town & Railroad History
Pottery Throwing • Basket Weaving

Local Beekeepers • Spinning & Weaving
Wood Turning • Paper Making • Wood Carving

Craft Demos
Local & Traditional Fair Food • Great Live Music

Local Authors • Wine Tasting & Beer Garden
Quilt Display • Farm Animals • and More!

And of Course...

Juried Crafts • Art Show & Sale
Antiques & Flea Market • Farm Market

Homemade Baked Goods • Gardener’s Shed

Shopping

Children’s Fair • Rock Climbing Wall
Scavenger Hunt • Square Dancing • Pony Rides

Wagon Rides thru Boulder Crest Retreat
Pickle & Pie Contest

Activities

In Stone’s Field (All Free!)
Indian Village with: Bushcraft Skills, Flint Napping,

Story Telling, Wigwam, Native American Games & Demos

Camp Flintlock Activities with: Colonial Dress-Up,
Block Printing, Colonial Games, Quill & Ink Drawing

Blacksmith Demonstrations
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MIDDLEBURG CONCERT SERIES JOINS THE EMBASSY 
OF MEXICO TO PRESENT  “UNA NOCHE EN MEXICO”

The Middleburg Concert 
Series travels south of 
the border for its Sep-
tember performance. Fa-

mous Mexican soprano, Dolores 
Martinez Rangel and accordion-
ist/pianist, Jose Alfonso Valadez 
will join Artistic Director, Dr. 
Alan Saucedo (cello) and Cyn-
thia Saucedo (violin) in a lively 
rendition of traditional Mexican 
music. Many Mexican favor-
ites such as “Besame Mucho,“ 
“Solamente Una Vez” (You be-
long to my heart), and” Sabor a 
Mi “(Be true to me), will be fea-
tured on the program. The con-
cert is presented in collaboration 
with the Embassy of Mexico and 
made possible by the generous 
sponsorship of Ann MacMahon, 
Sheridan MacMahon Realtors, as 
well as grants from the Town of 
Middleburg, the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.   

The concert will be held on Sun-
day, September 17th at 4 PM at 
the Middleburg United Method-
ist Church, corner of Washington 
and Pendleton Streets. 

Dolores Martinez Rangel is 
a versatile international vocal-
ist whose expansive repertoire 
includes opera, huapango, bo-
lero, son and music indicative of 
Northern Mexico. At the invita-
tion of Luciano Pavarotti, she 
has presented concerts in Rome, 
Lisbon, and Modena. Jose Vala-
dez will make a return engage-
ment to the Middleburg Concert 
Series where he awed the audi-
ence with his incredible dexterity 
on the accordion keyboard at the 
September concert in 2015. He is 
currently a member of the faculty 

of La Escuela Superior de Mu-
sica y Danza de Monterey where 
he teaches Collaborative Piano, a 
talent which becomes apparent as 
soon as he touches the keys of the 
accordion.  

There will be tamales and 
sweets for the reception imme-
diately following the concert, 
sponsored by Briones Auto Re-
pair of Winchester and La Famil-
ia Saucedo. The hosts will hosts 
will be the artists, Elsa Borja and 
Alberto Fierro from the Embassy 
of Mexico. Admission to both the 
concert and reception is free; Do-
nations are welcome. For further 
information, please visit www.
middleburgconcertseries.com, 
email middleburgconcertseries@
gmail.com or call 540-303-7127.
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Seven years ago, I lost 
my wife to cancer. It 
was a long and bru-
tal struggle, requir-

ing mountains of opioids 
to help her cope with pain. 
My daughter, Katie, was 
19 when her mother passed 
away. She was deeply trou-
bled by her loss and, before 
I realized it, turned to her 
mother’s meds for an escape 
from her grief. 

So began years of addic-
tion and all the baggage that 
insidious disease carries 
with it. Katie began seeing a 
psychiatrist. But, the allure 
of the high was just too se-
ductive. She had always been 
a good girl before the drugs, 
but, after her mother’s pass-
ing, she was arrested twice 
and was facing serious jail 
time when she died from an 
overdose in March of 2016. 
She was not quite 26. 

No family in Loudoun 
should lose a child to drugs. 
Unfortunately, we lost 1,100 
kids last year in Virginia.  
We are on track to lose an-
other 1,400 this year. Too 
many. Too soon.

The Next Chapter
Six days after my daugh-

ter died, I saw an article in 
the paper about a program 
out of the local sheriff ’s of-
fice. He is trying to raise 
awareness about the lo-
cal opioid crisis. He wants 

people to know that heroin 
is easy to find in our region 
and inexpensive to boot. To 
make matters worse, dealers 
are modifying their products 
to intensify the high—add-
ing in chemicals that are, 
unfortunately, also lethal in 
small doses.

Last year alone, 44 
children in Loudoun and 
Fauquier counties died from 
their addiction. This scourge 
is indiscriminate, taking 
people from all walks of life. 
It affects everyone. There 
are only three outcomes: 
you quit, you go to prison, 
or you die. But, people re-
fuse to see the problem. We 
try to get our speakers in 
front of students, parents, 
and educators. But, too of-
ten the response is, “There 
isn’t a problem here.” As a 
society, we are in complete 
denial. The few of us who 
know the truth soldier on.

I just hope that, before I 
die, one person approach-
es me to say, “I heard you 
speak, and you helped me.” 
That would help me make 
sense of a senseless tragedy 
and to do my part to End the 
Need in Loudoun. Won’t you 
join us and help save a life?

Learn more. 
Share this story.

Volunteer your time.
Donate Now. 

Opioid Addiction is in Our Own Backyard 

This ad is underwritten by Tom & Ann Northrup and Middleburg Eccentric, LLC

tors, he noted, “was actively trying 
to increase the organization’s pen-
etration and the number of patrons.  

Although Seven Loaves is cur-
rently open three days a week from 
10:00a.m.-12:00 noon, Plescow 
reported that his Board believed 
“they were missing a segment of 
patrons who need them but who 
could not come in during the day.”

 Would it make sense, they 
wondered, “to be open on a week-
day evening and a Saturday” and 
if so would Town Council approve 
and work with them on parking.

Councilmember Mark Snyder 
said that, in his view, “there would 
not be a lot of conflict with the 
business community if they were 
talking about a weekday evening 
or early morning on a Saturday or 
Sunday.”

Mayor Betsy Davis, however, 
noted “there could be a conflict 
caused by Saturday weddings 
since Seven Loaves used a church 
parking lot.  

Town Administrator Martha 
Semmes noted “that this should 
not be offered on an occasional 
Saturday” and suggested, “it sim-
ply needed to be well structured.”  

Asbury Church
Town Administrator Semmes 

reported that, after speaking with 
Mayor Davis, she had added an 
item to the evening’s scheduled 
“closed session” to talk about 
bids for the restoration and repair 
of Middleburg’s Asbury Church 
property.

At the conclusion of that ses-
sion Councilmember Mark Sny-
der moved, and Vice Mayor Dar-
lene Kirk seconded a motion, that 
“Council phase the project for the 
restoration of the Asbury Church 
and negotiate with Cochran Stone 
of Lincoln for a phased project, 
with the first phase not to exceed 
$175,000, with subsequent phases 
to be negotiated and determined as 
appropriate.

When Councilmember Kevin 
Hazard offered a friendly amend-
ment that the amount be increased 
to $190,000, Snyder and Kirk 
agreed, and the motion was passed 
without objection. 

Parking Ticket  
Fine Collection

Vice Mayor Darlene Kirk 
asked Council “why Town Clerk 
[Rhonda North] appeared to be  
“waiting for the Leesburg Police 
Department to run license plates 
for the past due parking tickets” in 
Middleburg.  

Town Clerk North explained 
that she was simply following of-
ficial procedure and that “this was 
the system that was in place.”

North prepares a list of license 
plate numbers linked to outstand-
ing fines, forwards them to the 
Leesburg Police Department, 
which then “runs the plates” to 
identify the owners of the offend-
ing vehicles.

“This time,” she noted, it was, 
for some inexplicable reason, tak-
ing longer than normal to get the 

report back.”
North also reminded Council 

that they had approved an August 
31st deadline for granting amnesty 
for those owing late fees and be-
cause of the processing delay she 
might not be able “to get notifica-
tion letters out before that deadline 
passed.”

She asked for and was granted 
an extension of the deadline in 
such cases.

Ten Years as Town Clerk
Town Clerk North also noted 

that “ten years ago on this day 
[August 10], she attended her first 
Council meeting for the Town of 
Middleburg.”  At that meeting, 
Council gave its definitive ap-
proval to the Salamander Resort 
project, which has transformed 
Middleburg.  

Mayor Davis congratulated 
North and Council, in its closed 
session, voted unanimously to “ap-
prove a $500 bonus in recognition 
of her service and loyalty.”

Business Development
Middleburg’s new Business & 

Economic Development Director 
Jamie Gaucher reported that he 
had “hosted his first company visit 
of Middleburg earlier in the day 
and reported that the prospective 
business looked at six properties.”

He has also “drafted an outline 
of a marketing and communica-
tions plan, which he had shared 
with EDAC Chair Vincent Bataoel 
and Councilmember Phillip Miller.

Town Administrator Semmes 
noted that she and Gaucher had 
met with Beth Erickson, of Visit 
Loudoun, to further discuss a draft, 
formal, Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Town and 
Visit Loudoun, tourism in general, 
and how Middleburg fit in with 
Visit Loudoun’s ongoing work on 
behalf of the County. 
Public Workshop on the Com-

prehensive Plan
Town Planner Will Moore re-

ported that Middleburg’s Planning 
Commission had tentatively set 
date “for a second Comprehensive 
Plan public workshop for Septem-
ber 25, 26 or 27th and that an on-
line survey on the topic was also 
underway.  

New Treasurer’s Assistant
Town Treasurer Ashley Bott re-

ported that the Town had received 
roughly one hundred thirty appli-
cations for the position of Assistant 
to the Town Treasurer.  Two of the 
130 had been scheduled for the 
second round of interviews.

Parking Tickets and Fines
Chief of Police A.J. Panebianco 

reported that the Town’s new timed 
free parking system was work-
ing well, noting also that  parking 
tickets were going well and opined 
that approximately sixty-two of 
the tickets written by his officers, 
an extremely high percentage,  had 
“already been paid since the new 
system was in place.”

Middleburg Town 
Council Report
Continued from Page 1 

Real People.
Unexpected Stories.

Right Here in Loudoun.
A program of

EndtheNeed.org

If We All Pitch In, We Can End The Need In Loudoun

I retired from the Sheriff’s Office after 

23 years on the job. Helping people 

always made me feel good. That’s 

why, at 84, I drive to Winchester to 

pick up donated food and bring it 

back to the food bank in Middleburg. 

It’s so important to teach the next 

generation to give back.

Hear their stories.
Celebrate their victories.
Learn how you can help.

Service Should Trickle Down From One Generation To The Next

There’s Something New at Goodstone.
Experience the finest in gourmet farm-to-table dining at our new 

Conservatory Restaurant. Plan a getaway to Virginia’s wine and hunt country 
and visit our breathtaking 265-acre estate with18 elegant guest rooms in six private 

guest residences. It’s always the good life at Goodstone.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Friday September 22nd: Moonlight Harvest Dance

Saturday October 28th: Foxx Manor: A Party to Die For
More information and tickets available through Eventbrite

Purchase tickets for the above events on www.Eventbrite.com

36205 Snake Hill Road, Middleburg, VA 20117 
540.687.3333 or toll-free: 877-219-4663

The Conservatory 
at Goodstone

W W W. G O O D S T O N E . C O M

e
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Soft Shell Sundays
The season has arrived. To celebrate, 

Chef Ryan will create a new and exclusive 

dish each week incorporating this seasonal 

delicacy which will only be available for 

Sunday dinner. 

JOIN US. RESERVATIONS AT HARRIMANSGRILL.COM OR CONNECT WITH US AT 877-557-0725. 
COMPLIMENTARY VALET PARKING 
middleburg, virginia  |              @harrimansgrill  #harrimansgrill

’ t i s  t h e  s e a s o n . 

s o f t - s h e l l  c r a b s  
h a v e  a r r i v e d .
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News of Note
Big Dog Pots Pottery: Where Kids of ALL Ages 
Can Shop, Create & Celebrate

Lauren R. Giannini

Big Dog Pots Pottery, 
since its opening in 
2014, has become a 
destination for kids of 

all ages as they discover the fun 
and wonder of getting hands-on 
in the creative arts. 

Activities include Pottery 
Painting, Hand-building with 
Clay, Fused Glass, Canvas Paint-
ing, and Wheel Throwing. At 
Big Dog Pots you can count on 
a warm welcome and friendly 
cheerful atmosphere, as well as 
being encouraged and mentored 

by Lori Langford and her great 
staff. 

If you think you’re totally 
without an artistic gene, no wor-
ries: Langford knows firsthand 
that every person has a streak of 
creativity – however deeply it 
might be hidden. In fact, a fam-
ily joke that she “couldn’t draw, 
couldn’t paint” still produces 
smiles, but Big Dog Pots Pottery 
is proof that Langford has a gift 
for her craft. 

“I really don’t consider my-
self an artist, but I am creative,” 
said Langford. “My husband is 
a beautiful artist, a true Renais-

sance man. Our children are also 
talented. It was a big surprise to 
my entire family that I could do 
this.”

This, meaning Big Dog Pots 
Pottery, located at 8287 East Main 
Street in Marshall. The increas-
ing popularity of the creative arts 
studio and gift gallery resulted 
in its expansion, thanks to Lori’s 
husband, Hugh Langford, who 
built an impressive two-story ad-
dition on the east side of the 1890 
house. Downstairs, the huge 
bright studio offers seating for 50 
and nine potter’s wheels. The up-
stairs features a marvelous space 
for groups of 30, such as parties, 

family reunions, bridal showers, 
meetings, corporate team build-
ing, etc. 

It all started ten years ago 
when Lori needed grief therapy 
after the sudden loss of her moth-
er. Given Lori’s liking for ceram-
ics, Hugh suggested that she try 
making pottery. As it turned out, 
the so-called “art-less” one found 
both healing and enterprising 
fulfillment in shaping lumps of 
clay into functional and deco-
rative stoneware – everything 
from mugs, dinnerware, flower 
pots, colanders, berry bowls, dog 
bowls, candlesticks to you-name-
it. 

Hugh built a studio behind 
their home in Fauquier County, 
and Lori filled it to the rafters. He 
built an addition, and she filled 
that, too, in spite of gifting items 
to all their friends and selling her 
wares at craft shows. 

“When we bought this house 
on Main Street, it was going to 
be my studio with a sales gal-
lery on the front, but ever since 
I opened the doors, it has taken 
on a life of its own,” Lori said. 
“Big Dog Pots Pottery has been 
well received by the community. 
Our customers consistently ex-
pressed the desire for hands-on 
art-making experiences, and we 
kept growing in response to their 
enthusiasm.”

One “enthusiast” recalls smil-
ing every time she drove by and 
saw the Big Dog Pots sign. “I al-
ways wanted to go there, and in 
2015 I took my first series of four 
lessons, hand-building in clay,” 
said Karen Jackley, Middleburg. 
“I made several mugs and two 
wonderful vases that I use all the 
time at home.”

In April Jackley signed up for 
Pottery Wheel lessons and con-
tinued taking lessons into sum-
mer. Totally hooked, she started 
doing “studio time,” a great pro-
gram offered to Lori’s wheel stu-
dents when they’re ready to work 
on their own.

“I have learned that you can 
strive for perfection with laugh-
ter. That stuff happens, that clay 
is independent, that it picks up 
on you and how you handle it,” 
said Jackley. “I’ve made a lot of 
wonky things, but I’m getting 
there. The other day, I was trim-
ming the best bowl I ever made 
— it was really beautiful — and I 
broke it. I was kind of upset, then 
I realized, hey, no problem, I can 
make another one!”

Pottery Painting, one of Lori’s 
first offerings, turned into a run-
away success, and Big Dog Pots 

now stocks a selection of more 
than 500 pieces. Canvas Paint-
ing also proved wildly popular 
and resulted in a huge inventory 
of pre-sketched canvases that be-
come personal works of colorful 
art.

The Gift Gallery showcases 
Lori’s work with displays of 
functional and decorative stone-
ware. She also fills custom orders 
for wedding gifts, dog bowls, and 
other pieces. There’s no doubt 
that watching her make magic 
with clay on her wheel led to Big 
Dog Pots offering lessons on the 
Potter’s Wheel. Classes and spe-
cial events, such as kids’ birthday 
parties with Pottery Painting, 
etc., expanded to include Hand-
building With Clay and Fused 
Glass. 

“We’re excited that the next 
activity we offer will be Stained 
Glass that Hugh and I will teach,” 
said Lori. “It’s going to occupy 
our former pottery wheel room, 
which is the last room that Hugh 
will work on. He’ll probably get 
to it late this fall, and we’re hop-
ing to offer the first Stained Glass 
classes after the New Year.”

One thing for certain at Big 
Dog Pots: you will find some-
thing that piques your interest. 
You may know nothing about the 
particular medium, but that’s part 
of the fun of going to Big Dog 
Pots — where everyone’s hoping 
to liberate that creative streak.

“Even though I stay very busy 
with the horses and other crit-
ters on our farm, all I can think 
about every day is when can I 
get back to working with clay on 
the wheel, because it is the best 
antidote to daily life stress,” said 
Catherine Mack of The Plains. 
“Plus, it’s the perfect outing for 
the whole family, especially for 
people with all ages of grandchil-
dren to entertain. There’s some-
thing to interest everyone. It’s 
addicting. It takes you right out 
of your life.”

Open seven days a week, 
walk-ins are welcome, but 
groups of more than four, such as 
Scouts, 4-H, after school classes, 
home school classes, birthday 
parties, family/friend groups, and 
classes, are encouraged to call 
ahead. 

Check out BigDogPots.com 
and Facebook for “Try It” stand-
alone classes and special events. 
September marks the return of 
weekly kid/teen/adult classes, 
geared to beginners, in Wheel 
Throwing and Fused Glass. To 
schedule private sessions, con-
tact Lori.

Heads up: on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, Washington Area 
Animal Adoption Group (www.
WAAAG.com and on Facebook) 
will hold its Bingo fundraiser at 
Big Dog Pots from 2-4 p.m. Pre-
purchase tickets for $35 or pay 
$40 per person at the door. 100% 

of the proceeds will be donated 
to WAAAG.

Big Dog Pots Pottery is the 
place to go to find a special gift 

or liberate your creative self. 
There’s always a warm welcome, 
and hands-on creativity is a great 
antidote to stress. If you’re feel-
ing isolated, it’s a happening 

happy place. 
Drop in and say hello. Tell 

them Lauren sent you.
www.bigdogpots.com 
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Places & Faces
Piper Cup Polo for the Middleburg Humane Foundation
Hosted by Banberry Cross, Middleburg, VA - Photos by NANCY KLECK

MHF Group: Nicole, Ashley & Kimberly Wilde Warfield, Joseph Manson, Debbie & Allan Nash, Barbara French, Margaret Hancko, Berkley JEFFERS, 
Scott Schmidt, Bitsy Watson, ,Gayela Bynum, and Michael Megginson

The King Oyster Bar Group

Dr. Will Allison, Susan wight and Cristina allison

FARIDA PARM, CAROLYN DELANEY, KIM WARFIELD, SCOTT SCHMIDT AND BITSY WATSON

Luc Dejager and Larry Campbell

ROBERT MILBAUGH, BREANNA GUNNELL, PAUL DIETRICH AND JONATHAN BILOWUS

Ray Morales &  “Clarita”, Gale Gall, Miguel Diaz & talian Greyhound “Savannah”,

Breanna & Nelson Gunnell AND Candy Fazakerley Sarah Hansar, George Bethel and Sannon VeneziaThe Piper Cup

POLLY GAULT, BEN COOPER AND MARIE BYRNE

Judy Washburn, Anna Dees and Ann Judy Washburn, Anna Dees and Ann

CHARLES CARROLL, DEBBIE NASH, BILLY BENTON, ALLEN NASH, CARL COS AND BOBBY DRYERLES AMIS: NICK GREGORY WITH MATT THE DOG, DARYL MULLER, PAMELA WATSON, JAMES ROGEK, KRISTIN 
SINKO, LUCY  & CLAY DOUGHTY,  WALTER CRONKITE AND PATRICK SMITH.
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Places & Faces

Peter Morgan Leonard, Man Behind the Camera
and  Kim Shelly

Middleburg Police Chief A.J., Delegate Randy Minchew 
and Town Administrator Martha semmes

Mimi stein and JoAnn Hazard

The entire Clean Up Crew

Great Middleburg Clean Up & Scavenger Hunt
Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA - Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

National Night Out 2017 is Mike’s Night
Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA - Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Philip Miller

It was a sunny, faintly hu-
mid Saturday morning in 
downtown Middleburg, 
ideal weather by August 

standards. A local real estate 
agent was showing a home that 
morning to a Connecticut couple. 
They asked what was going on 
in Middleburg referring to the 
groups of people in yellow safety 
vests cleaning the sidewalks. The 
couple was astonished to learn 
these were local volunteers and 
not paid contractors. They re-
marked they hadn’t felt this sense 
of community in the other area 
towns they were considering for 
their new home.

 That Connecticut couple had 
just witnessed the first Great 

Middleburg Clean Up and Scav-
enger Hunt. I can relate to their 
surprise. The scene was some-
thing out of Saturday Evening 
Post cover by Norman Rock-
well. Where do you see this these 
days? Young children draped in 
a yellow enthusiastically pulling 
weeds and picking up trash.

On arriving, it was clear how 
many had shown up, more than 
45 in fact. The crowd ranged 
from seventy plus to just over 
two-years-old. The eager crowd 
was ready to do some serious 
work. They’d shown up to clean 
Middleburg’s streets and side-
walks of weeds, cigarette butts, 
litter, dog waste and whatever 
else they found on their assigned 
route. Police Chief Panebianco 
gave the safety briefing, and 
Council Member Bridge Little-

ton explained the purpose of the 
cleanup effort, while granola 
bars and bottled water trickled 
through the huddled volunteers. 
We were organized into groups 
and assigned streets.

For the next two hours, we 
worked. Yanking out weeds, 
spraying those we couldn’t pull, 
and collaborating to solve scav-
enger hunt questions. We had fun 
while doing good. That’s what 
this community is about. We 
were just neighbors, friends and 
locals who showed up for some-
thing we care about. There was 
a shared passion that morning. 
Passion always yields results. 
This group certainly did. Fueled 
by community spirit, it produced 
staggering results in just two 
hours.

•	 14 Yard waste bags (30 gal-
lons each) | Equal to filling 
the bed of a large pickup truck

•	More than 1,000 cigarette 
butts | Nearly 10 pounds or 5 
liters by volume

•	4 - 55-gallon bags of recycla-
bles | Enough to pack a high 
capacity home refrigerator

•	Team Washington won the 
Scavenger Hunt with a per-
fect 10/10 correct answers

The event was such a success 
Bridge Littleton, an organizer 
who provided the stylish safety 
vests - along with Punkin Lee 
and Peter Leonard-Morgan - says 
they plan to repeat the cleanup 

event in April and bi-annually af-
ter that to keep Middleburg look-
ing its finest. Most importantly, 
thank you to everyone who 
turned out to help. It couldn’t 
have been done without you. 

Thank you to the Go Green 
and Street Scape Committees 
along with the Middleburg Fu-
tures Group for organizing 
such a spirited event. The event 
wouldn’t have been possible 
without contributions from the 
following: Middleburg Police 
for keeping us all safe, Common 
Grounds for keeping us hydrated, 
and Salamander Resort for feed-
ing us. Special thanks to Rick 
Allison of the King Street Oyster 
Bar for providing 16 gallons of 
homemade eco-weed killer and 
Lynn Kaye for the cigarette re-
cycling. 
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Jumpers
2017

at GREAT MEADOW

WHAT ARE YOU DOING  
FRIDAY NIGHT?
MAY 26. JUNE 23 . JULY 28 . SEPTEMBER 1

RAIN DATES ARE THE SUNDAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Gates open at 6:30
$40/carload

Featuring 
7PM - $500 Child/Adult Classic

8:30PM - $5,000 Mini Prix
Tailgating, VIP Boxes, Bonfire Pit,  

DJ & Dancing until late!

5089 OLD TAVERN ROAD • THE PLAINS, VA 20198 
EquestrianFoundation.org • 540-454-6673 • Find us on Facebook!

Presented by the High Performance Equestrian Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization.

PHOTO AND DESIGN © CALLIE BROADDUS

Places & Faces
Congratulations to Tim Cole on 23 Years of Service
Middleburg Community Center, Middleburg, VA - Photos by Dee Dee Hubbard

Tim Cole, Katy Tyrrell, Bethann Beeman AND Olivia Rogers

 Marie Piskorz, Margaret Littleton, Tim Cole, Gail Wofford, Bethann Beeman, Carolyn Saffer & JOHN. Z

Olivia Rogers, Tim Cole AND Sheri Conrad

Carolyn Saffer, MIMI Abel Smith AND Lynne Wine

Congratulations to 
Tim Cole on 23+ 
years of service 
at the Middleburg 

Community Center. Not only 
was he the Facilities Man-
ager of the Middleburg Com-
munity Center for over two 

decades, prior to that he was 
a lifeguard at the pool, and 
even worked in the basement 
setting up pins when the 
bowling alley was in opera-
tion. It has been a true fam-
ily endeavor for Tim over the 
years. He and his father en-

closed what is known today 
as the Terrace Room – pre-
viously the outdoor terrace. 
Together they built the mar-
quee sign out front, patched 
stucco, and had their hands in 
endless repairs and improve-
ments over the years.  When 

Tim’s mother Joanne Cole 
retired as Executive Director 
in 2014, Tim stayed on prov-
ing himself to be invaluable 
as the MCC’s historic record, 
and the authority on the me-
chanics of the old buildings, 
and swimming pool.

On August 10th friends 
and family gathered in the 
Ballroom to thank him for his 
tremendous dedication over 
the years, and wish him well 
at his new position with the 
Town of Middleburg.
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join us 

September 29� 
to celebrate the community service 

contributions of 

to make reservations for 
the belmont country club gala

info@loudounlaurels.org 

the 2017 loudoun laureates

betsy davis  
&  

bill harrison

Loudoun Laurels
Honoring Community Stewardship

Investing in Future Leaders

Advertising Deadline
September 18th for  September 28th Issue

Download our Media Kit @ www.mbecc.com

540-687-3200
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Progeny
Troop 2950 Celebrates a New Eagle

Hunt Lyman

When Sawyer Long 
entered his senior 
year in Highland 
School, he had to 

summon the energy for the final 
push to Eagle Scout.

It had been a long journey 
for Sawyer. He started in third 
grade by joining Cub Scout Pack 
21737 at Middleburg Elemen-
tary School, and when his family 
moved to Palo Alto in California 
he joined Troop 50 and complet-
ed the rank of First Class. In his 
8th grade year his family moved 

back to Middleburg, Virginia and 
he joined Troop 2950 to continue 
his journey to Eagle Scout. These 
many changes were challenging, 
as Sawyer had to adapt to differ-
ent Troop leaders and move be-
tween a shifting group of peers.

As he moved through high 
school, other interests also started 
competing for Sawyer’s time and 
energy. He played on competi-
tive varsity soccer and lacrosse 
teams at Highland School, which 
involved long practices, games 
and tournaments, and several di-
vision and state championships. 
He became a skilled saxophone 

player who performed with a jazz 
band at Highland, and in his se-
nior year he as cast as one of the 
leads in Highland’s production of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mi-
kado. Meanwhile, he was taking 
advanced courses and preparing 
to apply to college. He was busy, 
but also determined not neglect 
his goal of achieving the Scouts’ 
highest rank.

Sawyer faced many challeng-
es in completing his Eagle Proj-
ect. Initially, he planned to build 
dug-outs at the county-run base-
ball field, but getting this project 
off the ground became mired in 

red tape. He went back to Hill 
School, where he had graduated 
from 8th grade, and worked with 
Grounds Supervisor Bob Dornin 
to build garden planting boxes 
at the school’s outdoor Science 
Center. These boxes are essen-
tial for the school’s Place-Based 
Education Program, and they will 
be used by students for years to 
come. 

Sawyer was awarded the rank 
of Eagle Scout at an honor court 
at his mother’s house on Au-
gust 21. In his remarks, Sawyer 
thanked the many people who 
supported him in achieving his 

dream.
Becoming an Eagle Scout 

is very challenging -- which 
is why most people don’t earn 
this honor -- and Sawyer had to 
keep himself focused through 
many moves, changes, and chal-
lenges over a decade. Through 
his achievement, he joins men 
from many generations who 
have demonstrated persistence, 
hard work, focus, and charac-
ter. These values, at the heart of 
scouting, are reliable indicators 
for happiness and future success. 
Congratulations to Sawyer on his 
achievement!

Community Music 
School of the Piedmont 
is pleased to announce 
the creation of the an-

nual Katherine Jameson Piano 
Scholarship.  The scholarship 
honors the late Katherine Jame-
son, a well-known and much-
loved musical educator in our 
community. 

“Katherine was our first piano 
instructor at CMSP,” said Martha 
Cotter CMSP Executive Director.  
“She was devoted to music and 
to educating children about the 
power and joy of music.  Kath-
erine taught all ages, from early 
childhood through adult students.  
She covered the widest spectrum, 
from shy beginners to promising, 
motivated musicians.  She met 
her students where they were and 
helped to launch their progress.  
Many of her former students 
have continued their musical 
studies, and they credit Katherine 
with inspiring them to do so”.  

CMSP now invites students 
with a dedicated interest in piano 
instruction to apply to receive the 
Katherine Jameson Piano Schol-
arship for the 2017-18 academic 
year.  The scholarship, which is 
organized in partnership with 
Katherine’s family, will provide 
one student with piano instruc-

tion from the CMSP for one aca-
demic year. 

Students between the ages of 
10 and 18, regardless of previous 
piano instruction, are eligible.  
They must have demonstrated 
a passion and ability for music.  
The application consists of two 
things.  First, submit a letter of 
recommendation from someone 
outside their family (ideally a 
music instructor) familiar with 
their musical interests.  Second, 
write a 500-word essay on the 
role that music plays in their life 
and why they consider musi-
cal study to be an important and 
valuable undertaking. A success-
ful essay will also demonstrate 
the student’s interest in studying 
the piano in particular.

The Scholarship Committee 
will accept applications from 
September 1 to September 30, 
2017. A committee comprised of 
piano faculty and CMSP board 
members will review the appli-
cations and announce the winner 
on October 15, 2017. Lessons 
through the Katherine Jameson 
Piano Scholarship will be avail-
able beginning the month of No-
vember.

Serving our community since 
1994, CMSP is dedicated to 
providing high-quality music 

instruction and performance op-
portunities to all members of our 
Piedmont community, offering 
private lessons and group classes 

on a wide variety of instruments. 
To apply for the Katherine 

Jameson Piano Scholarship, 

please go to our website: pied-
montmusic.org.

Community Music School of the Piedmont Honors 
its First Piano Teacher with Annual Scholarship

Sawyer Long, Jay Hubbard - Scoutmaster toorp 2950

On my honor, I will do my 
best. To do my duty to God 
and my country and to 
obey the Scout Law; To help 
other people at all times; 
To keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake 
and morally straight.
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Progeny
At Hill, a 20 percent project has 100 percent success

When the academic 
year begins at Hill 
next month, Bee 
Stribling knows full 

well that when the new fourth 
graders come into his classroom 
for the first time, many will im-
mediately want to know when 
the “twenty percent” project on 
his curriculum might begin.

Some of them had older sib-
lings who had already expe-
rienced—and thoroughly en-

joyed—an innovative program 
Stribling had adapted from some 
of the largest corporations in 
America, including Google, 
3-M and Hewlett Packer (HP). 

Those Fortune 500 compa-
nies had instituted what is now 
known as a “free-time rule,” 
allowing their employees to 
spend 20 percent of their weekly 
time on anything they wanted. 
Google founders Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin highlighted the idea 

in their 2004 initial public offer-
ing (IPO) letter to potential in-
vestors.

“We encourage our employ-
ees, in addition to their regular 
projects, to spend 20 percent of 
their time working on what they 
think will most benefit Google,” 
Page and Brin wrote. “This em-
powers them to be more creative 
and innovative. Many of our sig-
nificant advances have happened 
in this manner.”  

In fact, among the innovations 
that came out of the 20 percent 
Google experiment included the 
development of Google News, 
Gmail, and even AdSense. At 
3M, it led to post-it notes.

In Stribling’s fourth grade 
class, the results  are not quite 
that game-changing, but still 
quite effective in teaching chil-
dren the importance of research, 
critical thinking and following 
their own particular passions.

And so, this past spring, 
Brooks, now entering the fifth 
grade, was developing a mo-
torized skateboard, the better 
to make commuting to Hill for 
anyone living nearby far more 
efficient, and clearly a lot more 
fun. His classmate, Wagner, 
built a detailed diorama on the 
D-Day invasion of Normandy 
during World War II, all the 
while learning about its signifi-
cance in the allied victory over 
Nazi Germany.

Every other student in the 
class worked diligently on their 
own individual passion projects. 
They ranged from Ally and Ella 
studying how therapeutic horses 
help wounded veterans and peo-
ple with disabilities and Emily 
learning about the effect of jokes 
and comedy on health, and what 
exactly does happen when you 
laugh. A broken water fountain 
out in the hall inspired Lilah to 
do her research on hydration and 
its importance for human beings.

“Before we start,” Stribling 
said, “they will all sign a con-
tract that says none of their re-
search will be done for evil. It 
has to be all good.”

A 36-year-old native of 
Markham, his family has owned 
the historic Stribling Orchard 
not far from Intestate 66 for 
over 200 years. A graduate of 
Fauquier High School and Mary 
Washington University, he’s 
got a Masters in American his-
tory from George Mason and 

has been teaching at Hill for the 
last five years. He also runs the 
school’s popular summer camp 
program.

     The 20 percent project runs 
for about two months toward the 
end of the school year. Strib-
ling said there are three major 
components—coming up with 
a driving question that will fuel 
their research; making some-
thing with their own hands (a di-
orama, a web site, a blog or even 
video games, for example), and 
finally doing a public presenta-
tion on what they’ve learned 
in front of their classmates and 
their parents.

“It makes the learning au-
thentic,” Stribling said. “It’s a 
student-centered project with 
traditional skills most kids that 
age have.  Being a 10-year-old is 
a great age. They’re highly capa-
ble and very curious. They have 
lower school charm with upper 
school capabilities.”

The students spend about 2 
1/2 hours a week on their proj-
ects.. One of the more impor-
tant premises involves work-
ing with an expert if possible. 
Children doing projects dealing 
with animals have interviewed a 
veterinarian. When one student 
wanted to learn how to become 
a sculptor, she consulted with 
Linda Conti, head of Hill’s art 
program and an accomplished 
artist herself.

Stribling also takes very much 
to heart the reminders about one 
of the school’s guiding prin-
ciples to all teachers from Head 
of School Treavor Lord. It origi-
nally came from the late Rever-
end Richard C. Peard, speaking 
at the Hill School graduation in 
1986.

“When you find your place in 
this world,” Rev. Peard said that 
day, “remember to help others 
find theirs.” 

At Hill, that’s truly the 
school’s 100 percent project. 

Bee Stribling and Maya

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n , 
V i s i t :  w w w. a p l a c e t o b e v a . o r g

o r  C a l l :  ( 5 4 0 )  6 8 7 - 6 7 4 0

Presents

This production 
addresses 

sensitive issues 
and contains 

mature material.
(see website for more details)

A high school art 
teacher assigns his 
students to take a 
picture of the most 
meaningful second 

in their lives. 

Through painful 
personal struggles 

and normal 
everyday teenage 
confusion, each 

teenager searches 
for that second. 
They begin to 
realize every 

second, no matter 
how tough getting 

through life can be, 
holds the possibility 

for beauty.

Coming this
Fall 2017

A new musical composed by Tom Sweitzer and Kyle Boardman
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Ella, Lucas, Mason, Emily, Isaac, Flora with Bee Striblin
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Progeny

Ashleigh Dove ’14 receives Randolph Sporting 
Scholarship “Under the Oaks” at Upperville

Ashleigh Dove, a 
Purcellville, VA resident 
who discovered fox-
hunting while she was 

a Foxcroft School student and has 
been a regular participant with the 
Middleburg Hunt even while away 
at college, received the Theodora 
Ayer Randolph Sporting Schol-
arship “under the oaks” at the 
Upperville Colt and Horse Show 
last Saturday.

The scholarship, which carries a 
$1,000 cash award, is given annu-
ally in memory of Randolph and the 
true sporting spirit she embodied. It 
goes to a young equestrian who is 
an active foxhunter with interest in 
several horse sports and a desire to 
improve her knowledge and skills 
of horses and hunting. Ashleigh 
continues to show hunters and 
jumpers in addition to riding to the 
hounds.

“This award was made for 
Ashleigh,” said Penny Denègre, one 
of the Masters of the Middleburg 
Hunt (and a past Foxcroft trust-
ee and parent), who nominated 
Ashleigh for the honor and attended 
the presentation. “She has experi-
ence in other riding disciplines, but 
also loves hunting so much that she 
drives up from Charlottesville to 
ride with us all the time.”

As Denègre noted in her nomi-
nation, Ashleigh participated in the 

Foxcroft School/Middleburg Hunt 
annual FoxHound Day four times, 
shadowing the huntsmen and other 
leaders of the Hunt. As a senior, 
she held an internship at the Hunt’s 
kennels during Wintermission. She 
learned about the care and training 
of the hounds and then shared that 
knowledge with a presentation to 
the entire School community. 

A rising senior at the Univer-
sity of Virginia, Ashleigh rarely 
misses a weekend of riding with 
Middleburg. Most often she works 
with horses that belong to the 
Hunt’s honorary whipper-in Carey 
Schefte. Ashleigh  wrote about  her 
love of hunting for eCovertside, the 
MFHA’s magazine, while she was 
at Foxcroft, and the publication has 
featured her in a more recent issue. 

From the moment Ashleigh first 
rode with the Middleburg Hunt, 
on October 1, 2011, as a Foxcroft 
sophomore, she was smitten by 
the sport. “After my first time out, 
I knew that this was for me!” she 
says. “I had found something that I 
wanted to do for the rest of my life.”

Thanks to her friends at the 
Middleburg Hunt for nominat-
ing her and the Upperville Colt 
and Horse Show organizers for 
establishing the Randolph Sport-
ing Scholarship, Ashleigh can take 
another step on her quest to do just 
that.

Stitch is proud to present…

103 W. FEDERAL STREET · MIDDLEBURG, VA 20117
540.687.5990

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 11 - 5 OR BY APPOINTMENT

WWW.STITCHMIDDLEBURG.COM

The Rainbow Gallery Fiber Notebook Workshop
75 different Stitches and Fibers in three days!

Sundays: September 17 & 24, October 1 — 12 pm - 4 pm
Tuesdays, September 19 & 26, October 3 — 10 am - 2 pm

Cost $110 • Call the shop to register 540.687.5990

Fall Trunk Shows
September: Painted Pony/Petei

November: Susan Roberts

Inova Loudoun Hospital Ex-
pands Child Life Staff with Fa-
cility Dog

Inova Loudoun Hospital 
(ILH) is pleased to announce it is 
expanding the hospital’s Child Life 
Team with a facility dog named Jer-
emiah. Jeremiah, a two-year golden 
retriever, will work primarily along-
side the child life specialists in the 
pediatric ER and pediatric inpatient 
unit visiting the hospital’s youngest 
patients.

            “We are always look-
ing for additional ways to improve 
our patients’ experience and knew 
adding a dog to our staff would 
enhance their visit,” said Dr. Jill 
McCabe, Medical Director, Inova 
Children’s Emergency Room at 
Inova Loudoun Hospital.  “Jeremi-
ah supports the patients’ overall so-
cial, physical, and emotional devel-
opment by minimizing their stress.”

Jeremiah has been training since 
he was eight weeks old with Hero 
Dogs, Inc. of Brookeville, MD, 

which trains service dogs to assist 
veterans with a wide range of dis-
abilities, including PTSD and anxi-
ety.  Jeremiah is a specialist, trained 
to work in a healthcare environ-
ment.  Although his official gradu-
ation isn’t until November, he has 
been working at the hospital and is 
quickly becoming one of its most 
popular employees.  Jeremiah loves 
snuggling with patients and show-
ing off his tricks, especially pop-
ping bubbles and giving high fives.

            “Kids love dogs and 
associate them with comfort.  In 
his short time here, Jeremiah is al-
ready making a difference with our 
pediatric patients. He’s allowing us 
to connect with kids like never be-
fore,” commented Child Life Spe-
cialist Allyson Halverson, Inova 
Loudoun Hospital. 

Both the pediatric ER and in-
patient unit have designated “dog 
free” patient rooms and areas that 
Jeremiah will not enter in order to 
keep these areas safe for allergic 
patients.

Inova Loudoun Hospital 
Expands Child Life Staff with Facility Dog

Wakefield’s Award winning student artist 
Featured by Southern Teachers’ 

For the second year 
in a row, Wakefield 
School has an award 
winning student art-

ist featured in the prestigious 
Southern Teachers’ calendar 
contest. Southern Teachers, 
located in Charlottesville, 
VA, is the oldest premier 
placement agency for pri-
vate and independent schools 
across the South. The South-
ern Teachers Agency Aca-
demic Calendar features stu-
dents’ artwork which, “focus 
on a distinctive, recognizable 
feature of a campus building 
or structure of the school at-
tended by the artist.” Twelve 
pictures for publication in the 
art calendar and their website 
were chosen, one being from 

Wakefield sophomore, Chloe 
Osborn of Upperville. 

Chloe Osborn’s water-
color, Senior Chairs, was 
chosen from hundreds of 
entries coming from states 
as north as Pennsylvania and 
as far west as Texas. She was 
one of two students selected 
from Virginia. Anyone fa-
miliar with Wakefield knows 
that the Adirondack chairs, 
traditionally enjoyed by se-
niors in their garden, and 
the view of the mountains in 
the background of her piece 
are a classic element of the 
school’s picturesque cam-
pus. She chose the location to 
paint because she felt it best 
represented the distinct beau-
ty only found at Wakefield’s 

campus. 
Chloe, under the guidance 

of art teacher and local paint-
er, Teresa Duke, completed 
her watercolor in her Studio 
Art I class. This was the first 
major art piece she has paint-
ed with watercolor. Chloe 
wanted to try a new medium 
she was unfamiliar with. In 
addition to being published 
in the calendar, Chloe was 
also awarded a certificate of 
commendation and $ 50.00 
gift certificate from Blick Art 
Materials. She plans to buy 
plenty of tubes of watercolor 
to paint more masterpieces. 

Calendars were distrib-
uted to the winning recipients 
and over 2,000 schools this 
summer. 
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Pastimes

The Artist’s Perspective
Tom Neel

In about six months I will 
have been selling my paint-
ings for thirty years.  Most 
days I only think about the 

present and future of things, but 
other days I ponder the past and 
what makes up a long career.  Not 
just one as an artist, but in doing 
anything. 

Looking back at this span of 
time, I’ve of course painted a 
lot, but as a real thinker of what 
makes things tick, I think about 
how the world has constantly 
changed around me.  Look at it 
this way.  During my first year, 
there was essentially no inter-
net or even email. Fax machines 
were all the craze and starting to 
become affordable. There were 
only laser printers, no ink jets. 
My wife, Linda, used a ledger 
for doing her bookwork. The first 
computer she had for her gallery 
back then, Leesburg Gallery of 
Art, was a brand new Macintosh 
which was given to her Mother 
has a promotional gift by her 
bank for, I suspect, opening a 
somewhat fat savings account. 
It was the first generation Mac 
made.

Not so long after getting start-
ed, I experienced my first reces-
sion as an artist in1989. I had al-
ready experienced two previous 
ones in my working life thus far, 
but as an artist, I would encounter 
a total of three more, including 
the big one from 2007 to 2009. 
It’s the one that people still talk 
about, and some are still recover-
ing. Based on experience, we’re 
due by the way. But there was 

also other disruptions, like war.  
The United States has been in 13 
conflicts around the world since 
the late 80’s, and we’ve had Mad 
Cow outbreaks, brutal storms, 
and three government shutdowns, 
with the possibility of a forth one 
looming over us. Then there was 
also the tragic day of September 
11th. The point of this is that one 
must keep on keeping on.  

Progress in that time has 
brought us the internet or the 
world wide web as they called 
it. It has given us iPods, smart-
phones, and digital cameras.  
Funny, I became a photographer 
in the mid 70’s, and with film, 
I could have pretty much kept 
going with the same camera for 
decades. With the invention and 
eventual miniaturization digital 
cameras, I’ve bought no less than 
a dozen of them trying to keep up 
with increasing quality, only to 
find out most of us just need our 
phone’s built in camera, and vid-
eo camera, notebook, calendar, 
voice recorder and computer!

When I started this career, 
your phone had a cord, and if you 
were lucky, a long one at that, 
and your television was in one 
of two places, on a stand or in an 
armoire. Today people are giving 
up land lines, and you have a hard 
time giving away an armoire!  
The Salvation Army won’t even 
take them! I can remember the 
first flat screen television I saw. It 
was priced at $13,000, and it sat 
on a stand. Today they’re much 
bigger, 1/5th the price and they 
mount on the wall, usually right 
where art would go. Go figure.

In my career though, Linda 
and I have owned two gratify-
ing art galleries, directed anoth-
er very large corporate gallery 
which was an awesome experi-
ence. We worked for the largest 
fine art publisher [in its day], and 
I was exposed as an artist to a 
grand amount of talent and shows 
across the country. I’ve done over 
40 one man shows myself and 
more group shows than I could 
possibly count. Each was a won-
derful progression of the next, 
with artistic growth and meet-
ing new art enthusiasts over the 
years. I’ve also had my paintings 
go all over the United States and 
to several countries abroad. It’s 
been one step after another, hav-
ing faith in my decision to live an 
artful life.  A life of creativity, be-
ing inspired and hopefully inspir-
ing others along the way.

I can remember having an 
investment guy who asked me, 
when do you want to retire? Re-
tire? I said I do what people do 
when they retire!

Live An Artful Life, Tom

Brandy Greenwell

The 2017-2018 hunt 
season is upon us and 
for many locals open-
ing cubbing day is like 

Christmas.  Those that partake 
have spent the summer doing trot 

sets in the extreme heat, wielded 
chainsaws and picked off ticks 
o’ plenty to make sure the trails 
are clear for the field and sport, 
hosed off many a sweaty horse or 
human, probably had a run in or 
two with ground bees, and loved 
every minute of it to prepare for 

what is, for many, the greatest 
time of year.   There are a few re-
minders I would like to share to 
ensure a joyful sporting day.

 1. Always wear a safety hel-
met.  Always.  No one wants van-
ity to supersede the fall out from 
a painful or sometimes life end-

ing bonk on the head. Be smart 
and safe, friends.

2. Don’t tailgate the person in 
front of you.  You probably don’t 
like a nose up your bum, so don’t 
do it to your neighbor.  The only 
instance it is ok is if it planned 
and permitted.

3. Please learn and practice 
a forward reverse.  It is shock-
ing how many seasoned hunt-
ers crank their horses in a small 
circle when the field reverses in-
stead of moving forward to create 
a safe about-face for all involved. 

4. In any field, if you cannot 
keep up with the master, please 
yield so others can be front and 
center for the action.

5. It should go without saying, 
but be kind to your fellow hunt-
ers and greet and thank the staff 
and masters who have made it 
their profession to provide sport 
for you. 

6. Try and turn out well for 
each meet.  I know it can be hard, 
especially if you have a dirty grey 
like me, but it creates a standard 
of respect for your club.

7. Thank people for getting 
riders or gates.  And always make 
sure someone stays back with the 
kind person who either can do 
from horseback or mount from 

the ground when you didn’t.
8. Please give an active repri-

manding to your horse if it kicks 
a hound or hunter.  If you know 
(or don’t know) your horse is a 
kicker a red ribbon should al-
ways be worn.  No exceptions.  It 
is a safety precaution for all in-
volved.

9. If you are a trainer, please 
stay with your students.  I once 
helped a rider whose trainer went 
in a different field and wasn’t 
there to witness the literal brown 
spot on her student’s breeches 
when she was terrified to go 
down hill.

10. No one wants to fall off, 
but it happens.  Please make sure 
someone stays with them and 
aids in re-mounting or calling for 
the appropriate help.  One day it 
might be you.

 “The symphony has opened, 
day one.”

 Wishing everyone a safe and 
happy hunt season. 

Happy Hunting
Sincerely me

NOW serving the 
Middleburg Community!

Get the Biz Buzz!Get the Biz Buzz!

Please RSVP by email to: 
info @visitmiddleburgva.com

Non-members will be charged $10.00.

The Middleburg Business and 
Professional Association invites you

to our September Mixer

Tuesday, September 12
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Hosted by 
Foxcroft School

22407 Foxhound Lane
Middleburg, VA 20117

We’ll have a 10-minute Biz Buzz 
to bring you up-to-date

Steve Chase

This is mostly a hardware 
story.  Remember the old 
Sony Walkman?  Pop 
a cassette tape into the 

player, put on your headphones, 
and you could take your music 
with you!  The first Walkman 
was released in 1980, and it was 
revolutionary, mostly in a good 
way, but also in a way that would 
negatively affect social interac-
tion, we soon discovered as many 
bought and used them constantly.  
Described by International Re-
search Center for Japanese Stud-
ies Professor Zhuhai Hosokawa 
as The Walkman effect, donning 
your headphones allowed you to 
essentially climb into a bubble 
and avoid interaction with those 
around you, much like wearing 
sunglasses help you avoid eye 
contact with others.   I had a friend 
that would overcome this by us-
ing a double plug outlet, which 
made it possible for two people to 
listen to the same music.  

Despite its social impact, sales 
of these portable music devices 
rose and then remained stable 
throughout the eighties and nine-
ties.  In that second decade, com-
pact discs were fully integrated, 
and so you began finding cas-
settes on the bargain racks at your 
local record store.  Digital music 
was overcoming analog music.  
In 1998, a software developer 
named Bill Kincaid released a 
digital music software package 
called SoundJam MP.  The soft-
ware allowed you to download 
digital cd files into a music da-
tabase, and then be able to play 
them on your computer.  

Steve Jobs quickly noticed 
Soundjam MP, and Apple soon 
acquired the software and re-
named it iTunes.  They brought 
Kincaid and two colleagues over 
to Apple to continue its develop-
ment, and in January 2001, iTunes 
was released. Not only could you 
burn your CDs to iTunes, but you 
could also download digital me-
dia into the database.   Jobs, of 
course, had more up his sleeve, 
and the true revolution began in 
October 2001 when he released 
the first Apple portable music 
device, the iPod.  That same day, 
the Analog Sony Walkman was 
obsolete.  The iPod allowed users 
to download digital music from 
iTunes, and it also started a new 
form of media, soon after called 
Podcasts, where music, radio pro-
gramming, and other audio-only 

content could be downloaded to 
iTunes and then transferred to the 
iPod.  

The first iPod was elegant and 
intuitive in its design.  It was the 
size of a deck of cards, had a small 
LCD screen and a mechanical 
wheel that allowed you to scroll 
through your library.  Audio qual-
ity was excellent.  I bought mine 
in early 2002, and my Walkman 
got thrown in a box, never to be 
used again.  Over the rest of the 
decade, new models came out ev-
ery year, getting more powerful, 
with more storage and increased 
battery life.  My last iPod was a 
fourth-generation Shuffle, which 
is the size of a postal stamp, eas-
ily slipped in your pocket at the 
gym.

All good things come to an 
end.  With the release of the revo-
lutionary iPhone in 2007, it was 
only a matter of time before the 
iPod was finished.  As the iPhone 
became more capable and power-
ful, you simply did not need the 
iPod anymore.  What kept the 
iPod alive was the iPod Touch, 
that had Wi-Fi capability that al-
lowed you to download tens of 
thousands of apps.  Parents could 
get their kids a unit that looked 
like an iPhone but did not have 
the mobile capability and the 
costs associated with a mobile 
phone.  

In July of 2017, Apple killed 
the iPod, with the exception of a 
new version of the Touch with a 
new processor and a camera.  It’s 
just as well.  I have not used an 
iPod in several years now, relying 
completely on my phone for mu-
sic.  The advent of streaming ser-
vices, which gave users incred-
ible power in selecting music that 
they want to listen to, was best 
suited for use on the phone.  My 
iPods have joined the Walkman 
in a box, and thanks to our digi-
tal hardware today, we are more 
addicted to our screens and so-
cially isolated by them than ever 
before—we need to work on that.

This month’s playlist would 
be a good one to play through 
your phone, enough to get you to 
Winchester and back.  Download 
the Spotify App, and give it a lis-
ten.  While you’re at it, give me a 
“like” on Spotify.  You can listen 
to the music here:   https://tinyurl.
com/ybpywmmu

Steve Chase lives in Unison 
and tries not to play the music too 
loud.

Music Tech History
In Unison

Ph
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Dr. Robert A. Gallegos

What is Airway Focused 
Dentistry?  Isn’t dentist-
ry about the teeth and 
gums?  Why would my 

dentist get involved in my airway?
These are the questions I asked 

myself as I observed patients through 
the years on whom standard dental 
treatments did not work.  They still 
got cavities, had crooked teeth even 
after braces, and had gum disease.  
These were often patients who also 
had other medical problems: ADHD, 
ear infections, sinus infections, heart 
disease, obesity, stroke, diabetes, 
anxiety and depression.

I started paying more attention to 
the anatomy and habits of healthier 
patients and noticed some remark-
able similarities.  Most healthy pa-
tients had broad and long dental jaws 
and breathed through their nose.  
What I have learned by studying this 
is that broader and longer jaws also 
correlates with a better, larger air-
way.  When the airway is larger we 
breathe better.  Better breathing is 
nose breathing, not mouth breathing.  
When the jaws are short and narrow 
the airway is compromised leading to 
mouth breathing and at night, when 
muscles relax, leads to obstructive 
sleep apnea (stopping breathing for a 
time).  Nose breathing filters the air, 
moistens the air, warms the air and 
adds nitric oxide.  When we breathe 
through the mouth none of these 
things occur, this air is an irritant to 
the throat and lungs leading to chron-
ic inflammation.

How can a dentist help with an 
airway issue?  Dentistry is the only 
profession that can alter the cranio-
facial development through early in-
tervention orthodontics.  By catching 
habits and developmental issues ear-

ly we can affect the developmental 
outcomes so patients have healthier 
lives.  Here is a short list of some red 
flags that airway structure may be a 
problem:  babies who cannot breast 
feed, children who snore, mouth 
breathing, thumb sucking, contin-
ued bed wetting, speech problems, 
growth and development problems, 
ADHD, ear infections, sinus infec-
tions, asthma, anxiety and depres-
sion.  That is not to say that airway 
is the only issue that may cause these 
problems but there is strong research 
evidence that airway contributes to 
and sometimes is the main causative 
factor.

Dentistry and medicine are now 
in the process of rethinking how we 
improve breathing 24 hours a day to 
impact the quality and longevity of 
life.  Currently, dentists assist sleep 
apnea patients with nighttime only 
sleep appliances that open the airway 
as an alternative to CPAP machines.  
This approach does help symptoms 
but is not curative.  The way to 
cure or prevent airway problems is 
to expand the airway and eliminate 
habits and obstructions that prevent 
nose breathing.  This requires early 
detection of potential problems, like 
tongue tie, deviated nasal septum, en-
larged tonsils and adenoids, and nar-
row and short jaws. If these problems 
are detected at a later age the treat-
ments may be curative or will at least 
improve the quality of life and lon-
gevity.  Identifying these problems is 
the responsibility of the pediatrician 
(tongue tie, ear infections, ADHD, 
growth and development) and dentist 
(tongue tie, enlarged tonsils, mouth 
breathing, narrow and short jaws).

I am currently developing an in-
terdisciplinary group of dentists and 
physicians to identify and treat these 
issues in children and adults.  You 
will hear more about this topic from 
me in the future, or for more infor-
mation you can contact our office 
540-687-6363.

Dr. Robert A. Gallegos is a Fel-
low in the Academy of General Den-
tistry, he is on the faculty of Spear 
Education, a member the American 
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry, the 
American Academy of Dental Sleep 
Medicine and the American Dental 
Association.  Dr. Gallegos practices 
dentistry in Middleburg, VA.  www.
MiddleburgSmiles.com.

Karen Rexrode

Recently announced (August 
2nd), the Perennial Plant 
Association chose the pe-
rennial plant of the year for 

2018, picking a relative newcomer, 
an ornamental onion named Allium 
‘Millenium’. The program that se-
lects these perennial standouts is a 
subsection of the Perennial Plant As-
sociation and members of the group 
are asked to vote for their favorite 
perennial, also choosing 2 for future 
consideration. Since this is an orga-
nization that represents the entire 
United States, it’s preferable if the 
plant does well in many climates and 
garden zones. For 2017 the peren-
nial plant of the year was Asclepias 
tuberosa or butterfly weed, a great 
choice considering the popularity of 
the pollinators garden and the need 
to feed the monarch butterfly larvae. 

The story behind Allium ‘Milleni-
um’ begins with Mark McDonough, 
a man that became infatuated with 

ornamental onions while still in high 
school. An architect by trade, he is 
well known in gardening circles as 
“The Onion Man”. He lives in Pep-
perell Massachusetts, and his work 
with onions is widely respected. 
Working primarily with rhizoma-
tous onions or those that have tightly 
spreading roots and small bulbs, 
these are much different than the 
large bulb types that flower in April 
and May. Summer flowering with 
a good growth habit is his goal, a 
few species he is working with even 
have sweet, fragrant flowers. With 
850 species of allium, there is a lot 
to work with. Mark concentrates on 
the smaller species of Central Asia, 
he has selected and named many 
hybrids but the marvelous Allium 
‘Millenium’ has won the gardeners 
jackpot, so to speak, with recognition 
from an organization of profession-
als that have a big influence on the 
nursery trade. He is not a big nursery 
or even a big self promoter, choosing 
not to trademark or patent his selec-

Pastimes

Tim Burch

Is now the time to jump into that 
project you’ve been considering, 
but you don’t know how to get 
started? In my opinion, finding 

the right fit in a renovation partner 
is the first and most critical step to 
setting the stage for a successful re-
modeling project and great client ex-
perience.

Your overall experience from the 
beginning of design through comple-
tion and beyond will be directly re-
lated to the person and company with 
whom you choose to partner. That’s 
the most important decision you’ll 
make, not what to do or how much 
to spend, but who you choose to help 
you make and execute on those deci-
sions. We’ve all heard enough horror 
stories to know that all contractors 
are not equal, and not every contrac-
tor is suited for every job. The key is 
finding the right team based on your 
scope of work, preferred communi-
cations style and priorities.

First off, it’s important that the so-
phistication of the contractor match-
es the complexity and scope of your 
project. Additions, whole-house ren-
ovations, kitchens and master baths 
are complicated. Conversely you 
may not need a fully staffed design 
build firm to replace your gate or 
install a doggy door. For larger proj-
ects, also ask yourself how involved 
you want to be in the day-to-day lo-
gistics required to manage the many 
people working onsite or who will be 
responsible for minimizing impact 
on your neighbors. And, consider 
what type of care and support you’ll 
look for down the road. These factors 
and more play into finding the right 
partner for you.

A good place to start is a call to 
BOWA. Briefly describe your project 
and the top things that are important 
for us to know. Whether it’s a kitch-
en redesign, while-house remodel or 

new construction, we’ll select the 
person best suited for your project. 
You can then expect a 5-15 minute 
chat by phone with the person you’ll 
be meeting with, which will allow us 
to learn more about your project and 
budget goals. This brief chat allows 
us both to prepare and lays out clear 
expectations for our first meeting in 
your home.

Before we meet you may want to 
consider creating a “Needs, Wants, 
Someday” list for your home, focus-
ing on the challenges you’re experi-
encing, not the solutions. What proj-
ects NEED to get done, and what you 
WANT to get done if there’s money 
left in the budget. The SOMEDAY 
list is for projects you know will al-
low you to enjoy your home more 
than ever. Fully understanding your 
challenges and dreams allows us to 
develop the optimal design solution 
and create a master plan for future 
work.

Let’s plan to give our meeting 
60-90 minutes of undivided attention 
trying to eliminate television, phone 
calls and other interruptions as much 
as possible. This should give us plen-
ty of time to talk through BOWA’s 
process, for you to ask your tough-
est questions and to share your ideas 
and inspirations from magazines and 
sites like Houzz. The goal of this first 
meeting is for you to get the answers 
you need to evaluate us and for me 

to learn what’s most important to 
you about your project, be it quality, 
timeliness, or keeping the area clean. 
If I know what you really care about, 
I’ll care about it too.

This common sense approach en-
courages a collaborative, “working 
together” partnership that’ll benefit 
you and your project and foster a 
great remodeling experience. You 
and your home deserve the best ef-
fort possible and choosing the right 
team to work with can help to make 
that so.

Tim Burch is a Vice President of 
BOWA, an award-winning design, 
and construction firm specializing 
in renovations ranging from master 
suites and kitchens to whole-house 
remodels. A Northern Virginia na-
tive and third-generation builder, 
Tim enjoys calling on his 30 years 
of design build experience to solve 
clients’ home-related challenges. He 
is the Construction Advisor for The 
Mosby Heritage Area Association 
and sits on the Board of Building 
Appeals for Fauquier County. Prior 
to joining BOWA, Tim was the Lead 
Project Manager of Construction for 
the Emmy Award winning construc-
tion reality television show, Extreme 
Makeover Home Edition on ABC 
Television. For more information on 
Tim and the BOWA team, visit www.
bowa.com or call 540-687-6771.

Getting Started with 
the Right Remodeling Team
Ask a Remodeler

Allium ‘Millenium
The Plant Lady

That’s how Whitney Justice describes her daughter, Taylor,  

thanks to the work Dr. Gallegos did to help create her gorgeous smile.

Because some of her adult teeth never formed, Taylor needed specialized care 

to give her a normal looking smile as she grew.  They searched for a dentist who 

was capable of solving Taylor’s challenging case and found Dr. Gallegos. 

You would never know she had missing teeth and now, Taylor is taking 

on the world and following her passions as a ski patroller and mountain 

climber, raising awareness for environmental causes and conservation. 

204 E FEDERAL STREET | MIDDLEBURG, VA 20118

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT

ROBERT A. GALLEGOS, DDS & RONALD D. JACKSON, DDS
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                           Dr. Gallegos can help you find solutions for missing teeth. 

“She can just walk into a room, flash her million dollar smile and the world is hers.”

Airway Focused
Dentistry

Kay Colgan, BS certified 
fitness professional, 
certified health coach

The allure of the muffin at the 
corner store makes the stron-
gest will power crumble.  It 
is so hard not to cave into 

the cravings that we have for sweet 
especially surrounding sugar sweet-
ened baked goods.  Some of it is due 
to the kid in us that remembers how 
those cookies were comforting after 
a long day at school.   Every celebra-
tion usually encompasses some type 
of decadent dessert.   We celebrate 
birthdays with wonderful cakes and 
ice cream making the bond stronger 
with sugar.     Baking cookies with 
family and friends is an enjoyable 
way to spend time together.   Sugar 
in and of itself is not bad, but the 
amount we ingest daily is.       Emo-
tions are tied into sugar, we all grew 
up with cookies after school, etc.   
The stubborn weight issues that sur-
round our society, more than likely 
can be traced back to the amount of 
sugar being ingested daily.  We know 
sugar is in baked goods, but it is also 
in most processed foods.   Getting 
sugar out of your diet while not easy 
is probably one of the best things 
you can do for your health.   As the 
science comes in, we are learning 
that sugar is implicated in many dis-

eases such as heart disease, cancer, 
diabetes, dementia and many more.  
Getting sugar out of your diet will 
give you more energy and boost your 
immune system.

The keys to getting sugar out of 
your diet is to have a plan.   Keep-
ing your insulin consistently level 
and not up and down is the key to 
cut down cravings.   First, you must 
eat regularly, three meals a day and 
a snack or two if needed.   Whole 
foods are best as processed foods 
are loaded with sugar. Whole foods, 
including fruits and vegetables meta-
bolically react different in the body 
than cane sugar.   The addition of 
protein to your meals will help to al-
leviate any jumps in insulin.  Having 
a smoothie in the morning with ber-
ries, greens, protein powder and un-
sweetened almond milk is filling and 
does not set off a surge in insulin.    
Snacks could consist of hummus 
and celery or carrots.   Unsweetened 
almond butter with celery is another 
easy packable choice for a snack.    
Over consuming whole foods while 
better than processed foods will sab-
otage a weight loss program.  If you 
are trying to lose weight the calories 
consumed need to be less than the 
calories being burned.   Know the 
amount of weight you want to lose 
than decrease your intake by 3500 
calories a week to lose 1 pound a 
week.   Enjoying your food, by set-
ting a nice table, turning off the tele-
vision and sitting down will create 
an environment that enables you to 
slow down and enjoy your meal.  By 
adding spices to your meals such as 
cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg will help 
to reduce cravings and keep insulin 
levels in check.   Most of the com-
plex carbohydrates we consume 
these days really are highly refined 
and react in the body just like cane 
sugar.     Try to get complex carbo-
hydrates that have not be highly re-
fined.  Exercise such as a 30-minute 
walking program most days of the 
week will help to keep blood sugar 
in check. 

Getting off sugar has been equat-
ed to getting off heroine.    Remem-
ber have a plan to help you once 
and for all get off the roller coaster 
of sugar addiction.   Eating whole 
foods including protein will keep 
your insulin levels happy and will 
help to crush the cravings for sugar.  
Skipping meals will only derail your 
success in getting sugar free.  Lastly, 
eliminate artificial sweeteners from 
your diet.   They have a metabolic 
reaction in the body that actually 
makes you crave more sugar.   So 
that 0 calorie soft drink is not re-
ally helping to bring your insulin 
levels down.   Don’t despair if you 
slip, just recommit and start again.  
The good news is the longer you are 
away from sugar, the less you crave 
it.             For more information about 
health and fitness, please contact 
Kay Colgan at Middleburg Pilates 
and Personal Training, 14 S. Madi-
son Street, Middleburg, Virginia or 
540-687-6995.

 

Sugar, the long 
goodbye
Fitness Professional

Dash Plaques for 1st 300 cars registered.
Trophies awarded!

For More Information please visit:
http://www.herohomesloudoun.org/events/

12 PM     4 PM
26SATURDAY

AUGUST 

2017

Scheduled Events:
Votes in @ 2 PM

Awards 3 PM    3:30 PM

FRANKLIN PARK
 17501 Franklin Park Drive 

Purcellville, VA

A family event with kid activities & 
local food & drink vendors!

$10

CAR/ MOTORCYCLE 
REGISTRATION 

All proceeds go to benefit HeroHomes. Additional donations welcome!

tions. 
The trail of hybridizing with 

this gem begins with one of Mark’s 
older hybrids named Allium ‘Satel-
lite’, a pink flowering hybrid from 
A. nutans (grows over all of Central 
Asia). Three of four generations 
later he tests another round of seed-
lings, recognizing that this one is a 
winner which he selects and names 
in 1990. Supposedly sterile, not 
producing seedlings, I can say that 
I have seedlings from the mother 
plant, little babies with a habit and 
bloom similar to the parent (and I 
have no other alliums in the area). 
To grow Allium ‘Millenium’ best 

plant this perennial in full sun. My 
three year old plant is 18” tall with 
a 24” spread. I have used the flow-
ers in flower arrangement from the 
first buds which I cut on July 17th. 
Here on August 21st, I still have 25 
flower buds, so the span of flower-
ing is over a month with an incred-
ible amount of flowers, which are 
often visited by butterflies and bees. 

Mine is planted with Sedum ‘Au-
tumn Charm’, the variegated sport 
of Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’, and it’s 
a great companion plant. For next 
year I plan on adding Calamintha 
‘Montrose White’, the frothy white 
flowering catmint relative that flow-

ers for 3 full months in summer. The 
“piece de resistance”, or at least I’m 
pretty certain it will be, is adding 
Agastache ‘Blue Boa” with its short 
lavender-purple flowers that go for 
months and months.

The gardener is always think-
ing of ways to improve their space, 
either by adding plants that flower 
when little else does, or adding 
plants to bring in wildlife. This is a 
winner on both counts.
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5 East Federal Street Office 540-687-5803
P.O. Box 243 Fax 540-687-3574
Middleburg, VA 20118 Licensed & Insured
whitefencing@verizon.net www.georgewhitefencing.com

GEORGE WHITE FENCING AND SUPPLY
Custom Built Fences: Board, Rail, Wire, Vinyl, Picket, Deer

Fence Painting and Repair

540-687-4676 www.climaticva.com800-560-8609 

Serving Middleburg For Over 15 years 
$15.00 OFF ANY SERVICE CALL 

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 

24  HOUR SAME DAY SERVICE 

Zoey is a beautiful 11 year old, who just 
so happens to love to be pampered. 
She always accepts a treat and will 
give you a paw in return. Zoey came 
from a shelter in West Virginia and she 
has acclimated well to MHF. She does 
have some specials needs, in that she 
has a diaphragmatic hernia which is 
unable to be surgically repaired so she 
likes to keep her walks very short and 
her snuggles on the couch very long. 
She would be the perfect addition to a 
quiet, relaxed home!

admin@middleburghumane.org
(540) 364-3272

www.middleburghumane.org

Liam Dixie Cooper Lola Tootles
Black & Brown Tabby DSH

2 years old

Thoroughbred

21 years old

one-eyed

Lab Mix

10 years old

Terrier Mix

10 years old

Calico

1 1/2 years old

Special Needs

Cami
Black & White DSH

Senior Female

Guppy
Maltese

8 years old

Lucky
Black & Brown Tabby

3 years old

Special Needs

Rocco
Beagle

10 years old

Ned
Grade Horse

27 years old

Rusty
Coonhound

5 years old

Radiance Trapper Joanie

Mikey

Purcee
Standardbred

25 years old

Lab Mix

3 years old

Calico

10 years old

Black Pot Bellied Pig

6 years old

Overweight/needs exercise

Calico

14 years old

Dusty
Buff Medium Hair

1 1/2 years old

Dr. Rebecca L. G. Verna, MS, DVM
8381 W. Main Street, Marshall, VA 20115

703-395-0795 • www.DrVerna.com

Therapy Laser,
Acupuncture, 

Animal Chiropractic,
Rehab Therapy, 

Chinese Medicine/Herbs 
Food Therapy

and More

Tara Trout
Director, Farm & Equine
erout@ahhns.com
703.737.2244

www.ahhns.com

Farm & Equine
Insurance Specialists

Since 1921

High-Value Dwellings

Mull-State Exposures

Valuable Arrcles

Equine Mortality

Major Medical

Friends for Life

Trees locally grown in 
Upperville, Virginia.

703.370.TREE (8733)
www.shadetreefarm.com

At Shade Tree Farm we grow and install  
BIG trees (i.e. specimen trees) that can 
transform your property overnight. 

With over 30 years of experience, our 
staff members are trained professionals 
who will assist you or your designer in 
selecting the best trees for your project. 

We also have one of the largest fleet of 
tree spades in the Mid- Atlantic Region 
and specialize in challenging transplant 
projects, large or small.

Transform your yard
Plant mature, landscape-size trees 
and gain the immediate impact of 
shade, flowering accents, privacy 
screening, and definition of space.

Shade Tree Farm 
Where The Trees Live

703.370.TREE (8733)
shadetreefarm.com

From 6 feet to over 45 feet  
in height, our trees are  
healthy, high-quality,  
Virginia-grown trees.

And with one of the largest 
fleet of tree spades in the 
Mid- Atlantic Region,  
we  install them, too!

At Shade Tree Farm  
we LOVE trees!  

Transforming landscapes since 1981!

Craftsmanship without Compromise
New Work or Repairs

Greg Lough
New Work or Repairs

G.T.L.
Carpentry

540.905.3403 • Middleburg, VA

Middleburg Common Grounds
Coffee, Tea,

Beer & WineBreakfast &
 Lunch

Served All D
ay

114 W. Washington Street • Middleburg • VA

Mon. -Thurs. 6 am to 8 pm •  Fri. 6 am to 10 pm
Sat. 8 am to 10 pm •  Sun. 8 am to 6 pm

Come Enjoy Our Artist for May
Alison Jackson

 
 

 Middleburg’s  most amazing 
Gift & Department store

Since 1956!!!

10 rooms & 2 floors to be explored 
and ENJOYED !!!

Excellent Customer Service & 
Free Gift Wrapping

Deerchase LLC

Traditional Restoration & Construction

Richard Williams
www.deerchasellc.com

703 • 431 • 4868
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Good People
Editors Desk  

On Monday, August 21, 
the moon blocked nearly 
80% of the light of the sun 
here in Middleburg.

The great eclipse of 2017 
was not only a rare event, 
but it was also dangerous.  

A celebration of the sci-
ence and spectacle of the 

event was matched only by 
oft-repeated, pointed, and 
significant warnings about 
the dangers of looking di-
rectly at the sun, even if 
only for a few seconds.

NASA-approved spe-
cial glasses for viewing the 
event had been snapped up 

long ago.
Watching events on TV 

or projected onto a sheet of 
paper in home-made pin-
hole viewers seemed, for 
most, the only alternative.

Enter Middleburg 
Charter School and the 
Middleburg Police Depart-

ment.
The School had a stock-

pile of approved eclipse-
watcher glasses.

It gave them to the 
Middleburg Police Depart-
ment.

And here in Middleburg 

on the day of the eclipse, 
Middleburg Police Offi-
cers were seen handing out 
those glasses to citizens and 
visitors on the streets of the 
Town.

Beau geste.

Charlottesville - A Personal View
Blue
Dan Morrow

On Friday, August 11, 2017, 
along with millions of others, 
this writer watched a video of a 
torchlight parade on and around 
the grounds of the University of 
Virginia in Charlottesville. 

More than half a century earli-
er I had been living there:  across 
the street from St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church where ministers were 
meeting on Friday in an effort 
to plan a non-violent response 
to the alt-right demonstrations 
scheduled for downtown Char-
lottesville the next day.

There were ten or so of us liv-
ing then in what was then called 
“Koinonia House” owned by the 
St. Paul’s congregation.  Three 
of us had been in voting rights 
demonstrations in Alabama in the 
spring of 1965.

I was pursuing an accelerated 
graduate degree in modern Eu-
ropean history, focusing on the 
history of Germany in the 1920’s 
and early 1930’s.  I had grown 
up in Danville Virginia, the “last 
capital of the confederacy” and 
the scene of bloody suppression 

of voting rights marches my se-
nior year in high school

My family had owned slaves.  
Too many relatives to count, in-
cluding my great grandfather, 
had served under Lee in the 
North Carolina regiments of the 
Army of Northern Virginia.  

What I saw and heard on Fri-
day reminded me of nothing 
so much as the Germany I was 
beginning to know all too well 
and the Danville of bloody riot 
and massive resistance in 1963.  
Same slogans.  Same faces.  
Same anger. Same violence.

On Saturday morning I drove 
to Charlottesville, arrived around 
11:30 in the morning, drove 
straight into town and parked in 
the Water Street Parking Garage, 
two blocks away from what, in 
my day, was called Lee Park.

As I approached the park, 
I met alt-right demonstrators 
armed to the teeth with semi-au-
tomatic rifles and sidearms,  car-
rying multiple 30-round maga-
zines. They were quite outspoken 
about “taking the country back” 
from “Niggers” and “Jews.”  Not 

only Confederate battle flags, but 
stylized neo-nazi banners, and 
genuine Third Reich Nazi swas-
tika banners were openly and 
proudly displayed.

I neither saw nor heard from 
anyone among the alt-right dem-
onstrators who even spoke Rob-
ert E. Lee’s name, much less 
spoke of his statue, erected in 
1924 at the height of the power 
of the revived KKK in the years 
following World War One and 
the debut of the pro-Klan epic 
“Birth of a Nation” . . . endorsed 
and deemed “History written in 
lightning” by another president 
who thus empowered the worst 
among us.

Anti-black, anti-semitic, and 
neo-Nazi “Blut and Boden” slo-
gans predominated.

A tiny minority of counter 
demonstrators had arrived wear-
ing helmets and carrying sticks.  
I saw no firearms among them. 
The vast majority, 99 % by my 
estimate, were carrying noth-
ing more dangerous than signs.  
Many sang hymns.  Most stood in 
silence.  Some, however, openly 
taunted the neo-Nazis and KKK 

demonstrators.  That appeared 
to be precisely the response they 
had been hoping for.

As I arrived at the park fight-
ing broke out between what 
can only be described an armed 
shield-bearing, riot-helmet-wear-
ing, body-armored “protection 
detail” of alt-right demonstrators 
and a few counter demonstra-
tors.  Water bottles were thrown.  
People were beaten with sticks.  
Pepper spray was used.

Shortly after that the Gover-
nor declared a state of emergency 
and the park cleared.

I followed a heavily armed 
phalanx bearing battle flags and 
swastika banners that seemed 
to be headed for the grounds of 
the University. As a result, I was 
nowhere near the violence that 
left Heather Heyer dead and well 
over a dozen others injured.

By the time I returned to Water 
Street a police line had blocked 
all access to the park, and an ar-
mored personnel carrier, convert-
ed for law enforcement use, was 
rolling into position.

Counter demonstrators were 

heard to shout, “Now you send 
reinforcements.”

I heard about Heyer’s death on 
the radio as I drove home.

I have spent most of my life as 
a serious student of Nazism, rac-
ism, the American South, and the 
Civil War.  

Even in Selma, where similar 
taunts were shouted, and civil 
rights demonstrators shot and 
beaten to death, I never encoun-
tered anything comparable to the 
proud, open and unabashed ex-
pressions of hate I encountered 
in Charlottesville.  

Even the Alabamans of 1963, 
at least in my experience, didn’t 
carry swastika flags.  

Lee, I firmly believe, would 
have been ashamed of what was 
done in his name . . . in 1924 and 
in 2017 . . . and perhaps most 
ashamed of our current, acciden-
tal President . . . who, like Wil-
son, sowed the dragon’s teeth.

For me, anger has been re-
placed by sorrow.  

What have we done to our 
country, once so full of hope?

 - Letters@middleburgeccentric.com

Jim Morgan

Well, as they used to say 
on the Mickey Mouse Club … 
“now it’s time to say goodbye, 
to all our company.”  After 
nearly five years, your humble 
correspondent is stepping down 
as the Eccentric’s conservative 
columnist.  The little woman 
and I (and won’t THAT annoy 
the Eccentric’s lefty feminist 
readers one last time!) are mov-
ing out of the area in the near 
future, headed for a warm, salt 

water climate where I’ll never 
again have to shovel snow.

I’ll miss Virginia and its his-
tory and all the time and enjoy-
able effort I’ve put into work-
ing with so many wonderful, 
talented, preservation-oriented 
people at the Friends of Ball’s 
Bluff, NoVa Parks, Mosby 
Heritage Area Association, the 
Loudoun County Civil War 
Roundtable, Thomas Balch Li-
brary, the Loudoun Museum, 
and many others during the 

23 years that we’ve been in 
Loudoun County.  But it is time 
to move on.

Red and Blue have covered 
a lot of ground since I became 
Red in November of 2012.  Hit 
all the hot topics like abortion, 
gun control, gay rights, women 
in combat, and Obamacare in 
addition to the dramatic insan-
ity of the 2016 presidential 
election campaign.  No doubt 
those exchanges will continue 
between Blue and the new Red.

I want to thank the folks at the 
Eccentric, especially my good 
friend and constant foil, Dan 
Morrow (aka Blue), for inviting 
me to write the Red column in 
the first place.  Dan and I met 
when I joined the MHAA board 
on which he then was serv-
ing.  Neither of us agrees with 
a thing the other says.  Each of 
us thinks the other’s politics are 
absolutely nutty.  We exchange 
emails, sometimes very heated 
ones, every day and anyone 

seeing only those would think 
that Dan and I must hate each 
other’s guts.  

But we don’t.  We actually 
like and respect each other as 
men of (perhaps misguided) 
principle.  I’m going to miss 
our exchanges as we’ve gone 
back and forth, bludgeoning 
each other about the Eccentric’s 
monthly Red-Blue topic and the 
daily happenings in today’s too-
politicized America.  Dan and 
I play hardball, and I imagine 

Thanks, and Farewell
RED

Dr. Art Poland, PhD

  With all of the turbulence 
about North Korea and nuclear 
war, I’ve been getting some 
questions lately about what 
does nuclear war really mean. 
My simple answer is, NOT 
GOOD.

 The first aspect is fairly nor-
mal for war if you want to call 
anything about war normal. Nu-
clear bombs are very destruc-
tive on a pound for pound basis. 
For a relatively small size, they 
destroy a relatively large area. 
While in Oklahoma City sever-
al years ago a truckload of fer-
tilizer bomb destroyed a build-
ing and a few other surrounding 

buildings, a nuclear bomb of 
comparable size would flatten a 
rather large part of a city. How-
ever, this is a relatively small 
problem with respect to nuclear 
bombs.

  The biggest problem with 
nuclear bombs is the radioactiv-
ity associated with them. Think 
in terms of the Japanese nuclear 
power plant, Fukushima, or the 
Ukraine power plant fire, Cher-
nobyl. Both areas are still un-
inhabitable because of residual 
radiation. This radiation con-
sists of high-energy particles 
given off by the elements in the 
bomb.  These particles interact 
with our body cells’ reproduc-
tion processes causing an in-

crease in mutations. The muta-
tions are frequently bad, and we 
end up dying prematurely, radi-
ation sickness, or if we survive 
longer, they frequently result in 
cancer. The radioactive decay is 
such that this residual radiation 
is around for quite some time. 
Also, the wind carries it over a 
large area, so the problem is not 
just restricted to the attack site.

  The big question becomes 
for how long and how far is 
the radiation a problem. My 
thoughts years ago were that 
the US could explode all of 
our weapons right here and kill 
every living mammal on the 
planet. This sort of thinking 
was promulgated by the 1959 

movie “On The Beach.” One of 
my Swiss physicist friends built 
a new house and was required 
by the government to build a 
bomb shelter in the basement. 
He decided to also build a wine 
cellar. The shelter was to the 
left the wine cellar to the right. 
He always said that in the ad-
vent of a nuclear war he would 
go right. In a discussion with 
one of my colleagues the other 
day, we had a similar discussion 
about the usefulness of a bomb 
shelter. While he doesn’t have a 
shelter, he told me he had done 
some calculations with respect 
to the decay of radioactive ma-
terial in a bomb. His results 
indicated that after two weeks 

you could survive coming out 
of the shelter. Other articles I 
have recently read indicate that 
a nuclear war is survivable from 
a physics and biological view-
point.

  However, there are many 
other considerations outside the 
realm of science. For example, 
there would most likely be a se-
rious destruction of infrastruc-
ture. How would survivors get 
food, safe water, etc.?

 Based on the science as I un-
derstand it, a nuclear war is sur-
vivable, but its consequences 
are beyond my imagination. It 
is something I would definitely 
prefer to not see happen.

Nuclear War
A Scientist’s Perspective

Jerry Van Voorhis 
Chandler Van Voorhis

August is the month Colum-
bus in 1492 set sail for America 
and the Pilgrims set forth in 
1620 on the Mayflower. Opti-
mistically, “…August hangs at 
the very top of the summer…
like the highest seat of a Ferris 
wheel” (Natalie Babbitt). 

August is also known his-
torically for conflict.  August is 
the time Caesar invaded Britain 
(55 BC), the British captured 
Washington DC centuries later 
(1814), the start of World War 
I (1914), the Battle of Britain 
(1940), the dropping of two 
atom bombs (1945), the build-
ing of the Berlin Wall (1961), 
and our entrance into Vietnam 
(1964).  

On August 28 (476 AD), 
Rome also fell.  But August 

need not be part of our whole-
sale appetite today for statisti-
cal pies.  The important fact 
may be our position on the Fer-
ris wheel.  History could be a 
dead end, but a Ferris wheel at 
the top implies direction - fall 
back, and it doesn’t look good; 
swing forward, and it’s dicey. 

At a House Armed Services 
Committee hearing January 31, 
General David Petraeus spoke 
on the 70-year order of world 
peace known as Pax Americana.  
“Americans should not take the 
current international order for 
granted,” he noted: “It did not 
will itself into existence. We 
created it. Likewise,” he added, 
“It is not naturally self-sustain-
ing. We have sustained it.  If we 
stop doing so, it will fray and, 
eventually, collapse.”

What is this order?  Starting 
at the end of World War II, Pax 
Americana funded the Marshall 

Plan, helped fashion a long peri-
od of growth by rebuilding Eu-
rope and Japan, supported free 
trade through the robust spread 
of world commerce, and pro-
moted the gradual decoloniza-
tion of the Third World.	

But today, the world is a 
more dangerous place.  North 
Korea is a 2017 August hotspot.  
Then, there’s Iran.  The Middle 
East stays unstable, and ISIS is 
afoot.   Russia presses for Em-
pire, China for regional soli-
darity.  Venezuela is chaotic.  
Brexit still threatens the Euro-
pean Union.  The trade winds 
are tougher.

America’s brilliant recov-
ery leadership after World War 
II is perceived globally still as 
among our greatest achieve-
ments - and gifts to civilization.  
And the recent UN Security 
Resolution on North Korea is 
another slice of rare unity of 

action.  But neither now are the 
norm.  

Because the international 
order is set in time with ar-
rangements frozen since 1945, 
the health of the global order is 
today mixed.  The Trump presi-
dency is the consequence more 
than cause of our post Cold War 
foreign policy.  It’s becoming 
apparent our direction in for-
eign policy is not as wise or suc-
cessful as the evidence shows.  
Many also feel the need for our 
future international participa-
tion to align more germanely to 
the priorities of American citi-
zens.  

So it seems worth keeping 
two things in mind.  The world 
needs to get beyond relying on 
autopilot since 1945.  Things 
change with time.  Although 
visionary relationships 70 years 
ago are now messy, nations like 
people spend a lifetime becom-

ing something they were not 
when they started out.  Fortu-
nately virtues do not depend on 
systems.  Systems in the end 
don’t matter.  Over time, some-
thing other than rates of suc-
cess or failure must underscore, 
write, and renew world pacts.

Let us also remember that 
American founding ideals - lib-
erty, law, order, principle - are 
yet the most generous force the 
world has known among na-
tions.  So as the nation most 
blessed to have “set sail,” they 
must shine more amply.  The 
international order General Pe-
traeus credits us with creating 
and sustaining is a tie, which 
cannot collapse. The Public 
Square clearly contends we 
have a responsibility to secure 
the world’s proverbial balance 
on the “highest seat of the Fer-
ris wheel.”

Pax Americana and The Ferris Wheel
The Public Square

Ken Rietz

The difference in the way 
the Department of Justice has 
handled the investigations into 
Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump is an instructive lesson 
on how justice can be pursued 
unequally even for the rich and 
famous.

In the case of Clinton, she 
admitted to having her own in-
ternet server in the basement of 
her New York home. This was 
a violation of State Department 
regulation.  The fact that she 
had top-secret information on 
that server was a violation of U. 

S. law. She destroyed over 30 
thousand emails, another viola-
tion of State Department regu-
lations and U. S. law.

Hillary lied to a congressio-
nal committee while under oath. 
The Clinton Foundation took in 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
from foreign entities while she 
was Secretary of State. This 
included a multi million dol-
lar contribution from a Russian 
company that ended up with the 
rights to U. S. uranium.

So, how did the Department 
of Justice handle this investiga-
tion? Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch met privately with for-

mer President, Bill Clinton. She 
then instructed FBI Director 
Comey to stop calling the FBI 
probe an “investigation” and 
instead to refer to it as a ”mat-
ter.” This was the same way the 
Clinton campaign was describ-
ing it.  But it gets worse.

The Justice Department 
refused to impanel a Grand 
Jury. Therefore, the FBI could 
not subpoena witnesses, issue 
search warrants or indict any-
one.  When the FBI interviewed 
Hillary Clinton, she was not 
even under oath.

Trump, on the other hand, is 
facing the full Monte.  Despite 

an Obama administration 2014 
report that the Russians would 
try to influence the 2016 elec-
tion, Obama did nothing to pre-
vent it. Trump made the mistake 
of joking during the campaign 
that if the Russians had Hill-
ary’s missing emails, they 
should publish them.

For that remark, Trump was 
charged, by the Democrats with 
“colluding with the Russians.” 
There has been no proof of col-
lusion. In fact, no one is even 
sure it would have been illegal. 

The Washington establish-
ment did not want Trump to be 
President. So, without proof of 

a real crime being committed, 
he is faced with three congres-
sional investigations, a special 
prosecutor, two Grand Juries 
and a full-blown FBI investiga-
tion.

Trump is not the most likable 
guy. His “shared blame” com-
ment about the Charlottesville 
tragedy have poured fuel on the 
anti-Trump fire. Like him or 
not, he should be treated fairly 
and impartially under the law. 
The politicization of the pro-
cess does not serve our country 
well.

Unequal Justice
Goodbye Red

One of the ironies of 
American political history 
is that here in the States, 
because of some the earliest 
colored maps of election re-
turns “red” voters and their 
supporters are not left-lean-
ing but conservative.

This month the Eccen-
tric, its readers, and staff 
lose one of its favorites 
“reds:”  Jim Morgan.

For nearly half a decade, 
more than a third of the 
life of this paper, Jim has 
crossed swords (or pens, 
or perhaps even better still, 
keyboards) with our resi-
dent liberal, Dan Morrow.

Morgan (a highly re-
spected historian, preserva-
tionist, indefatigable vol-
unteer, State Department 
veteran, and Marine to the 
core) never pulled a punch.

He and Morrow ex-
changed well over 7,000 
emails during Morgan’s 
tenure as “red.”

They apparently never 
agreed about anything, ar-
gued about everything, and 
yet, somehow, seemed ever 
the best of friends.

Asked why, Morrow ob-
served that while he and 
Morgan nearly always 

disagreed about ends and 
means, they never differed 
about things that counted:  
doing one’s best, to tell 
the truth as one saw it; as 
clearly and honestly as one 
could write it; with genuine 
respect and affection for 
each other.

We here at the Eccentric 
will truly miss Jim Morgan.  
He made us a better paper 
and, miraculously, helped 

keep Morrow in line.
We hope you will join 

us in wishing him and his 
family the very best as 
he moves farther south to 
live among, as one sad lib-
eral was heard to remark, 
among those wonderful 
people who brought us the 
Civil War.

Bon voyage, Jim . . . And 
thanks.

that we’ll still do some of that 
as they do have email where 
I’m going.

My thanks also to Dee Dee 
Hubbard and her son, Jay 
Hubbard, for their efforts at 
keeping the Eccentric going 
under often very trying cir-
cumstances and for allowing 
me to write the column.  Fi-
nally, I’m grateful to the late 
Glenda Cudaback for her edi-

torial skills. She will be (no, 
she already is) missed.  

These five years really have 
been both enlightening and 
entertaining, and that’s aside 
from the sheer fun of the thing.  
As one who does a lot of pub-
lic speaking to battlefield tour 
groups and other, usually his-
torically-oriented, audiences, 
I’ve enjoyed being able to do 
this sort of public writing on 

political topics.  It is satisfy-
ing to be able to express one’s 
views and know that they will 
be published on a regular ba-
sis.  Writing an opinion col-
umn is rather different from 
writing an occasional letter to 
the editor.  

Now I don’t want any of 
you to tell Blue this as it 
would just swell his head even 
more than it already is but his 

views have, in fact, had an ef-
fect on mine and sometimes 
even have caused me to take a 
second look at what I believe 
– or, at least, at why I believe 
it.   Being a liberal, he’s almost 
always wrong, of course (rear-
range the letters in “liberal” 
and they spell “wrong”), but 
it still has been nice to bounce 
things back and forth with 
him and find myself tested.  

Thanks, Dan, you old commie. 
And thanks to you, gentle 

readers, for your expressions 
of support and even for your 
occasional insults.  Either way, 
it means you’ve been reading 
my columns and, for that, I’m 
grateful.  

Best to all of you, good 
luck to the Middleburg Eccen-
tric, and God Bless America!
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Mayapple Farm
Middleburg, Virginia

$3,400,000
“Mayapple Farm," purist delight • Original portion of house
built in 1790 in Preston City, CT • House was dismantled
and rebuilt at current site • Detail of work is museum quality
• Log wing moved to site from WV circa 1830 • 4 BR, 4 full
BA, 2 half BA, 7 FP & detached 2-car garage • Historic
stone bank barn and log shed moved from Leesburg, VA. •
Private, minutes from town • Frontage on Goose Creek

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Stoneway
The Plains, Virginia

$1,225,000
Well designed stucco single story • 3 BR • 4 full BA •
2 half BA • Master bedroom w/his and hers dressing
room/bathroom en suite • Library • Sun-filled sitting
room-dining room • Kitchen with breakfast nook and
chef’s caliber appliances • 2 FP • Large mudroom off
2 car garage • Cutting garden • Nestled on 10 private
wooded acres in sought after Orange County hunt

Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724

Cub Drive
Marshall, Virginia

$749,000
House built by current owner in 2003 • 4 bedrooms, 3
1/2 baths • Fireplace • Screened porch overlooks Cub
Run and Rappahannock River • Hardwood floors •
County kitchen with Viking Stove • Hardiplank &
brick exterior • 13.62 wooded and private acres

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Rolling Meadows
Purcellville, Virginia

$2,950,000
Stunning 267 acres between Middleburg &
Purcellville • Rolling terrain - some open some
wooded • Lovely building sites with mountain views
& large spring fed pond • Miles of trails • Complete
privacy with extensive frontage on Beaver Dam
Creek • Very unique offering - can be divided once
• Come hunt, fish, swim, ride and enjoy the outdoors

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Langhorne Farm
Upperville, Virginia

$3,990,000
266 acres in Piedmont Hunt • Panoramic views of the
Blue Ridge, Bull Run and Cobbler mountains which surround
the whole property • Improvements include 4 farmhouses,
an iconic red dairy barn and many agricultural buildings
• Ponds and traditional stone walls • This working
farm is protected by a Virginia Outdoors Foundation
conservation easement which allows 2 parcels

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Mount Gordon Farm
The Plains, Virginia

$11,750,000
128 acres and immaculate 3 level, 13,000+ sq ft stone &
shingle main house • 5 BR • 8 FP • Exceptional finishes
on every floor • Caterer's kitchen • Elevator • Spa •
Separate guest cottage • Pool • Farm manager residence
• 3 additional tenant houses • 12 stall center-aisle stable
• Pond • Extraordinary land w/incomparable views extending
beyond the Blue Ridge Mts • Orange County Hunt

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

The Plains Market
The Plains, Virginia

$1,400,000
Great opportunity to own The Plains Market &
Deli • Located just 1 mile from Route 66 and a
growing area • The only gas station in the town •
Includes active convenience store with deli kitchen
& fixtures • 4 gas pumps and 2 diesel pumps •
Prime location

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

Merry Chase Farm
Marshall, Virginia

$3,200,000
Prime Atoka Road location • 155.08 rolling &
mostly useable acres • Beautiful setting, tree lined
drive • Main house circa 1837 • 4 bedrooms, 4
baths, 4 fireplaces • Improvements include 4 tenant
houses, 3 barns, indoor and outdoor riding arenas

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Winchester Road
Marshall, Virginia

$895,000
1.69 acres with frontage on Route 17, right off
Route 66, currently zoned R-4 • New Marshall code
zoning calls for Gateway District, potential office
building, etc. • Solid stone house on property • Sold
in "As Is" condition • Owner licensed real estate
agent in VA

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Old Fox Den Farm
The Plains, Virginia

$1,900,000
Restored 3 bedroom 1830's farmhouse on 65 acres •
Multiple porches & fireplaces, lots of charm • Lovely pool,
shared pond, 4 stall barn, workshop • Expansive mountain
views, rolling open pasture & fully fenced elevated land •
Gorgeous setting in the protected valley between
Middleburg and The Plains • Conservation easement
permits 2 more homes to complete the compound

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

The Hague-Hough House
Waterford, Virginia

$1,395,000
Hill top setting in historic village of Waterford •
Circa 1745 brick and stone home on 17.20 acres •
6 BR, 5 BA & 7 FP • Beautiful woodwork throughout
• High ceilings • Meticulous renovation • Improvements
include barn with apartment • Garage space for 6
vehicles • In-ground pool • Large pool house •
Stone outbuildings • Lovely gardens

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

111 E. Washington St.
Middleburg, Virginia

$1,300,000
Stone building circa 1800 • Completely updated •
New roof • Pine floors • Corner lot • 6 offices •
Parking lot in rear • Shows well

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

The Pond House
Berryville, Virginia

$795,000
3 BR, 2.5 BA • 3300 sq. ft. home on one level • On beautiful,
large pond close to Millwood • 20 acres • Very private •
Contemporary stone home completely renovated in 2017 •
Open floor plan • New kitchen • High end Thermidor
appliances • New oak floors • New ceramic bathrooms •
New Anderson windows & doors • New roof • New
HVAC • Viewshed beyond pond in conservation easement

Tom Cammack (540) 247-5408

Belvedere
Middleburg, Virginia

$2,295,000
Gracious home with 5 BRs • Gourmet kitchen • Two-story
floor-to-ceiling window display of the Blue Ridge Mountains
• 3 FPs, coffered ceilings, random width rustic cherry floors
• Large home office, gym, rec room, multiple porches and
patios • Three finished stories, approx. 10,000 sf. •
Carriage house • Garage • Privately situated on 27 acres

Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930
Margaret Carroll (540) 454-0650

Pleasant Vale Road
Delaplane, Virginia

$600,000
Great Fauquier County location • Small tract surrounded
by large farms • Home built by current owner • 4 BR, 3.5
BA & 2 FP, huge 2-car attached garage • Room under
garage can be used as a wine cellar • Shades in all rooms
• New flooring throughout most of 1st floor & upstairs
bathrooms • Freshly painted • Basement had been workshop
• 6.84 acres, fruit trees, stone walls, mountain views

Paul MacMahon (703) 609-1905

Firethorn Lane
The Plains, Virginia

$895,000
Handsome house located in a sought-after area between Middleburg
and The Plains • Main residence recently renovated • Large master
suite and two additional generous sized bedrooms, each with their
own full bath • Large gourmet kitchen • Lovely living and dining
rooms • Wrap around porches with western views from the elevated
site • Charming guest house • Beautiful gardens and stonework

Alix Coolidge (703) 625-1724
Helen MacMahon (540) 454-1930

info@sheridanmacmahon.com
www.sheridanmacmahon.com

110 East Washington Street • P.O. Box 1380
Middleburg, Virginia 20118

(540) 687-5588

Editors Desk - Letters@middleburgeccentric.com

Richard A. Engberg

When most of us think of public 
lands we tend to think of national 
parks and monuments managed by 
the National Park Service, national 
forests managed by the U. S. Forest 
Service, or wildlife refuges managed 
by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice.  But did you know that there is 
another Federal agency that manages 
more public land than these agencies 
do collectively?  That agency is the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  

The BLM was created in 1946 by 
the merger of two existing agencies, 
the General Land Office and the U. S. 
Grazing Service.  The BLM manages 
245 million surface acres of public 
land or about 10 percent of the total 

land area of the United States.  It also 
manages about 1/3 of the subsur-
face mineral resources in the United 
States. Headquartered in Washington, 
DC, the BLM employs about 10,000 
persons.

As you might imagine, most of 
the land managed by the BLM is in 
Alaska and in states west of the Mis-
sissippi River.  It manages 72 million 
surface acres in Alaska and 42 million 
in Nevada.  It manages 15.2 million 
acres of California or about 15 percent 
of the state’s land area.  Conversely, it 
manages only 15,000 acres of land in 
the states east of the Mississippi.

What does management by the 
BLM entail?  How does it manage 
these federal lands?  For one thing, 
the BLM’s mission is to ensure that 

natural, cultural and historic resourc-
es on these lands are maintained for 
present and future uses in accordance 
with the laws of the land.  But their 
mission goes well beyond preserva-
tion.  The BLM also manages energy 
development, livestock grazing, and 
timber harvesting on these lands by 
leasing land and collecting fees for 
these purposes.  They even manage 
wild horses living on public lands.  
Recreational opportunities on these 
lands including camping, fishing and 
hunting and other things such as dirt 
biking are also managed by the BLM.

The BLM’s management of pub-
lic lands is not without controversy.  
Several western states feel that the 
public lands in their states should be 
owned and managed by the states.  

Also, there have been instances where 
ranchers have moved cattle onto pub-
lic lands without leasing it or paying 
grazing fees.  There have been situa-
tions in which public land leased for 
mining led directly to controversy be-
tween mining interests and conserva-
tion groups.   More than one president 
has designated some public land areas 
as national monuments in preserve its 
natural beauty and to protect it from 
development. 

But this is a water column.   Why 
is a water guy interested in BLM man-
aged lands?  It’s because significant 
water resources in the United States 
originate from these lands.   The wa-
ter part of a BLM program entitled the 
Soil, Water and Air Program is aimed 
at assessing and restoring water qual-

ity conditions and managing water 
resources on BLM lands.  The pro-
gram includes reducing the discharge 
of pollutants into water resources, 
watershed assessments, and water 
quality monitoring.   Clean water pro-
motes healthy watersheds, which in 
turn leads to healthy plants, fish, and 
wildlife.  The program also involves 
maintaining drinking water sources 
and providing safe recreational uses 
of water on public lands.  The BLM 
partners with other federal and state 
agencies and stakeholders to design 
and implement restoration projects in 
priority watersheds.

While this program is relatively 
new, I’m gratified that BLM is in-
volved in protecting and maintaining 
our most important natural resource.

Bureau of Land Management
Waterworld
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Wine Tasting

Got Wine? As featured in 
Southern Living, Wally, the 

charming & chatty wine 
proprietor is always tasting 

at the Aldie Peddler”
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Rt. 50 ~ Historic Aldie, VA

“We love this community and will do
everything we can to help protect it.”
                        ~ Sam Rogers, Owner
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Plumbing Service &
New Installations

Licensed & Insured
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GO TO 

“FOR RENT 
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$1000 TO $1275 MO.
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For Rent

Mark Snyder

Hello, Middleburg! This column 
summarizes recent Town Council 
and Utility Committee activities I 
have been involved with recently.

Council took a short sabbati-
cal by canceling its second meeting 
this month. This second meeting 
is typically a working meeting to 
discuss issues or an upcoming ordi-
nance. In September, we will resume 
both meetings, the business meet-
ing (more scheduled votes and an 
agenda item for public comments) 
and our working meeting (few votes 
scheduled, no public comment item). 

We schedule these meetings on the 
second and fourth Thursday of each 
month, starting at 6:00 PM. All meet-
ing are open to the public, and you 
are welcome to attend.

In our last council meeting on Au-
gust 10 council witnessed Officer Ja-
son Davis take his oath of Honor, and 
we welcomed him to the Middleburg 
Police department. We approved 
small changes to job/rank definitions 
in the department. We tabled a dis-
cussion of new chairs for council to 
provide time for further discussion. 
The chairs we are using are thirty or 
forty years old, but council does not 
see this as a priority. Finally, coun-

cil discussed progress towards two 
more of the goals we set in our recent 
visioning retreat: Economic devel-
opment strategy and establishing a 
partnership with Loudoun on nearby 
land use issues.

The utility committee met Au-
gust 16 at 4:00 PM. We continued 
discussing the project to replace the 
west end pump-station, water line re-
placements in Ridgeview, document-
ing standard operating procedures 
(by our operations vendor, IES) and 
issues we see at the well-4 water 
treatment plant. 

The well-4 water treatment plant’s 

design is over twenty years old. We 
have a similar plant on Stonewall 
Avenue, in that both use similar treat-
ment processes to remove manga-
nese and iron from the raw well wa-
ter. However, the Stonewall plant has 
a much superior service record. IES 
needed to take the well-4 plant off-
line recently to work with the vendor 
to resolve a clogging issue with the 
filter. While IES works through these 
issues our engineer, Bob Krallinger, 
will begin a process to compare the 
designs for both plants and suggest 
potential improvements to the plant 
at well-4. The committee will review 
his suggestions along with expected 

costs in a future meeting. The goal 
is to improve reliability and reduce 
costs, so they are more in line with 
those of the newer Stonewall plant.

Finally, the committee discussed 
updates to the items in the Capital 
improvement plan for the 2019 fiscal 
year utility budget discussions. This 
process includes updating the life 
cycles for items recently completed 
and getting cost and schedule details 
for items requiring attention in the 
upcoming five years.

That is my opinion – what do you 
think? I welcome all comments, sug-
gestions, and questions!

Utilities
Ask a Council Member

Vince Bataoel

I’ve been asked what I think the 
Town looks like in five years: I be-
lieve it looks better in five years, 
but not any bigger. Here are the pri-
orities that I’d promote as Mayor of 
Middleburg: 
1.	 Reduce water rates — the resi-

dents and businesses of the Town 
pay two to three times more for 
water and sewer service than any 
other municipality in Loudoun or 
Fauquier. 

2.	 Fix our downtown — our store-
fronts are empty in part due 
to high rent for old space. The 
Town can’t control rent, but it 
can help make it easier for new 
small businesses to invest in 
improving their tenant spaces 
through an Infrastructure Assis-
tance Program.

3.	 Fund capital improvements — 
residents and visitors should be 
able to safely walk to Farmer’s 
Market, and families should be 
able to safely walk around the 
neighborhood. 

4.	 Reinvest cash reserves in higher 
yielding vehicles — the Town 
has more than $6.6m in cash 
reserves. That’s quite a bit that 
could fund the future if wisely 
leveraged and invested. 

5.	 Start new, local-friendly, events 
— I’ve been working to bring 
new local-friendly events to 
Town including an Oyster Fest, 
a Music Fest, and the Loudoun 
Performing Arts Center.  

6.	 Recruit new businesses that are 
good for the community, for 

residents, and for visitors — we 
need to make sure not to become 
a tourist town, but rather to invite 
to our backyard small businesses 
that will be appreciated by com-
munity, residents, and visitors. 

7.	 Engage our youth — we have 
amazing schools with brilliant 
students that can be engaged in 
local civic and entrepreneurship 
projects. Let’s raise the next 
generation to be bright and em-
pathetic.  

Many of these efforts are already 

underway by our talented staff and 
Council and would be fully support-
ed if I were elected to serve. I believe 
that five years from now it’s safe to 
say that we still have our charming, 
classic, look. We’re only rejuvenat-
ed, both outside and in. 

Vincent Bataoel is a Candidate 
for Mayor of Middleburg. He can 
be reached at vincent@middleburg.
com. His campaign website is mid-
dleburg2018.com. 

The Next Five Years
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ProPerties in Hunt Country

a sTaunCH adVoCaTe oF land easemenTs
land and esTaTe agenTs sinCe 1967

middleburg, Virginia 20118 (540) 687-6500                        

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATESusie Ashcom

Cricket Bedford

Catherine Bernache

Snowden Clarke

Cary Embury

Barrington Hall

John Coles

Julien Lacaze

Rebecca Poston

Brian McGowan
Jim McGowan

Mary Ann McGowan

Anne V. Marstiller

Rein duPont

Emily Ristau

Phillip S. Thomas, Sr.
Celebrating his 55th year in Real Estate.

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

CHimneYs

The Plains ~ One of  Fauquier County's oldest
properties on 17.3 acres. The main house, c1790 is
stucco over frame and has heart pine floors, beamed
ceilings, 5 Fireplaces, 6 bedrooms 5 full and 2 half
baths. It is  surrounded by boxwood and perennial
gardens with a lovely pool, pool house and stone cabin
guest house. An old Virginia Classic and a must see! 
Also listed as a commercial property.         $1,100,000

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

RoKeBY RoadHidden in THe Woods

upperville~1.84 acre parcel with 3 Bedroom septic    Cer-
tificate on hand. Mostly wooded with fantastic views to the
east! Great opportunity to own in a prime  location!                                                        

$299,999

Barrington Hall (540) 454-6601

RosedoWn CouRT

Wisdom galleRY old sToCKYaRd

THe old BoaRding House

CoTTage in THe Woods

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties by visiting www.THOMAS -TALBOT.com

upperville ~ Pristine Colonial on private 10 acre
wooded lot just North of  Upperville. Features 3
Bedrooms, 21⁄2 Baths, Formal Living Room, Dining
Room, Library & Family Room with fireplace and
hardwood floors. Light filled Kitchen with quartz
counters, island & eat-in area. Large open deck. Master
Suite has separate Sitting Room, Walk-in & luxury Bath.
Finished basement with bar area, Recreation Room &
ample storage. 2-car attached garage.                $699,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

Tail RaCe FaRm

aldie ~ Wonderful horse property. Fully fenced with
tremendous ride out potential in Middleburg Hunt
Territory. RESIDENCE: Three level, 4 bedroom, 3
bath home perfect for extended family. Verizon FIOS,
Greenhouse and Pool. HORSE FACILITIES: 4 stall &
2 stall shed row barns, paddocks, frost-free automatic
waterers, 2 run-in sheds, 80' x 140' riding ring.$798,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520

THe Plains ~ Rare opportunity to live on a
working farm located between Middleburg and The
Plains. Small, rustic cottage  for rent in a wooded area.
Living room with wood burning stove, Kitchen, two
bedrooms, one bath, hardwood floors, covered working
porch, standing seam metal roof. Very quiet and private.
Perfect Hunt Box or weekend retreat. Utilities not
included, One year minimum.                               $1,300

Rein duPont (540) 454-3355

delaplane~ Located in the historic village, this 4
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home has been meticulously
renovated. Features original hardwood floors, 5
fireplaces, formal Living Room, Dining Room &
Library. All new gourmet Kitchen, Baths & Master
Bedroom Suite. Re-plastered walls, new lighting, new
furnace/AC, sound system, extensive landscaping,
fenced back yard, expansive rear terrace, covered front
porch & detached 2-car garage.                         $749,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

maRsHall ~ Commercial: Great opportunity to
purchase property in the town of Marshall. Zoned C-1, over
1.6 acres of land. Great location next to Oak View Bank,
minutes from I-66 and seconds from Route 17. $1,000,000

Barrington Hall (540) 454-6601

middleburg ~ Custom estate home on 3+ lush acres
minutes to  town. This 6,000+ sq. ft. former model has open
floor plan with 5 Bedrooms, 6 Baths, stunning Chef's Kitchen
that opens to Family Rm w/fireplace, wall of  windows &
spacious side covered porch. Formal Living Rm w/fireplace,
Dining Rm, Den/Office, & Master Suite with Sitting Room,
his & her Walk-ins & Luxury Bath. Quality finishes through-
out include hardwood floors & crown molding. Spacious
Nanny Suite on top level. Fully finished lower level with Rec.
Room. 3-car attached garage.                                           $915,000

Cricket Bedford (540) 229-3201

~ Handsome Building ~
~25 YeaR esTaBlisHed Business~

Turn-Key & inventory in the  center of  Historic
Middleburg. Stunning upscale home items, crystal,
unique gifts, cards, custom stationery, gourmet
chocolates and much more. Approx. ½ of
inventory is offsite and included in sale. Owner
willing to help buyer get established.   $1,400,000

Rebecca Poston (540) 771-7520
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